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ANTHEMIS  NOBILIS. 

{Chamomile.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


Natural  Order. — Asteraceae,  or  Compositse. — In  the  Linaean 
classification,  An<;hemis  will  be  found  in  class  Syngenesia^  and 
order  Polygamia  Superflua. 

Generic  Character. — Involucre  hemispherical;  scales  with 
scarious  margins,  nearly  equal;  egret  none,  or  a  membranous 
margin  ;  florets  of  the  ray  more  than  five ;  receptacle  chaffs  flat, 
with  a  rigid  acuminate  apex ;  akenium  crowned  with  a  membranous 
border,  or  egret 

Specific  Character. — Flowers  with  a  convex,  bright  yellow 
disk,  surrounded  by  numerous  white  rays.  Eoot  perennial ;  blooms 
in  August  Leaves  2-pinnate;  leafets  8-parted,  linear-subulate, 
«ub-villose ;  stem  branching  at  the  base.     Fragrant 

Florets  of  the  ray  female,  ligulate,  in  one  row. 

IVuit  subtrigonous,  smoolii,  crowned  with  an  obsolete  margin. 
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Habitat. — This  plant  is  a  native  of  Europe ;  Indigenous,  on 
open  gi'avelly  pastures  or  commons.  Cultivated  at  Mitchaniy 
Derbyshire,  and  other  places,  for  the  London  market  Cultivated 
in  this  Country  also.    In  England  it  enters  largely  into  commerce. 

History.— This  agent  has  been  employed  as  a  medicine  from 
very  remote  antiquity.  Dioscorides,  among  the  ancient  writers  is 
the  first  who  describes  the  character  and  properties  of  Anthemis- 
NobiUs.  He  mentions  three  species,  differing  only  in  their  in- 
florescence. These,  with  the  radix  and  foliage,  he  speaks  of  as 
calefacient  and  attenuant,  and  states  that  internally,  or  applied  ex- 
ternally as  a  fomentation,  they  promote  the  discharge  of  tlie  menses, 
of  the  foetus  and  urinary  secretion,  and  the  expulsion  of  calculi;  *" 
that  they  are  drunk  for  flatulence,  colic,  iliac  passion,  jaundice, 
and  liver  complaints,  and  that  their  decoction  is  singularly 
beneficial  as  a  fomentation  in  affections  of  the  bladder.  In  a 
cataplasm,  chamomile-flowers,  he  says,  cure  lachrymal  fistulae,  and, 
when  chewed,  heal  ulcers  of  the  mouth.  They  are  also  used  in 
clysters  with  oil,  and  in  'powder  as  anti-periodic,  Galen  makes 
mention  of  chamomile  as  peculiarly  appropriate  for  the  relief  of 
debility,  for  alleviating  pain,  allaying  phlegmonous  inflammation^ 
mollifying  hardened  parts,  and  resolving  fevers  unattended  with 
inflammation  of  the  internal  organs,  etc.  Nichessor,  the  Egyptian, 
says  that  oil  in  which  chamomile  flowers  have  been  bruised  when 
used  to  anoint  the  whole  body  of  a  person  attacked  with  fever 
will  excite  perspiration  if  the  patient  is  kept  well  in  bed.  The 
Arabian  writers,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Stille,  repeat  this  description 
without  many  additions,  but  allude  to  the  essential  oil  as  possest*ing 
anodyne  qualities,  and  to  the  use  of  the  vapors  from  a  hot  decoction 
as  useful  in  the  decline  of  rheumatism.  There  are  two  species  of 
Anthemis  indigenous  in  the  United  States,  Arvensis  and  Cotula. 
The  Anthemis  Cotula  has  been  held  in  esteem  in  some  localities  as 
a  valuable  sudorific.  Dr.  Brown  Langrish  gives  an  account  of  a 
decoction  of  this  plant,  recommended  by  a  gipsey,  throwing  a 
person  affected  with  a  rheumatism  into  a  profuse  sweat,  and  curing 
him  of  the  disease. 

It  is  manifest,  that  anciently  this  remedy  was  employed  in  the 
treatment  of  many  more  dii?eases  than  at  present.     Other  remedies^ 
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frequently  of  far  less  value,  hare  crowded  this  too  much  out  of 
use,  and  limited  it  to  but  few  diseases. 

Properties. — The  flowers  are  aromatic,  tonic  and  by  some  re- 
garded as  alterative  and  slightly  anodyne.  A  Rtrong  infusion, 
drunk  when  tepid,  causes  vomiting,  and  it  is  frequently  employed 
to  promote  the  action  of  other  emetics,  but  a  weak  infusion  taken 
cold  is  said  materially  to  allay  gastric  irritability.  Boiling  the 
flowers,  dissipates  the  oil,  and  renders  them  inert.  The  volatile  oi) 
is  stimulant  and  anti-spasmodic.  Its  active  principles  are  volatile 
oil,  and  bitter  extractive. 

Therapeutic  Uses— To  obviate  Suppuration.  The  follow- 
ing remarks  relative  to  a  new  property  of  chamomile  may  be  found 
in  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg,  Journal^  vol.  57,  p.  68,  taken  from 
the  London  Times. 

"Anew  property  of  chamomile. — 

Chamomile  {Anthcmis  Nohilis)  is  described  in  all  treatises  of 
Materia  Medica  as  emollient,  digestive,  fbrtifying,  etc.,  but  none 
point  out  a  most  precious  virtue,  just  announced  as  pertaining  to  it 
by  M.  Ozanum,  whose  paper  on  the  subject  was  presented  to  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  its  last  sitting  by  M.  Cloquet.  This  virtue 
consists  in  preventing  suppuration  when  the  local  disease  is  not  too 
far  advanced,  and  in  gradually  stopping  it  when  it  existed  for  a 
long  time.  For  this  purpose  it  is  administered  in  powerful  doses^ 
of  five,  ten,  and  even  thirty  grammes  of  the  flower  in  a  litre  of 
water,  the  infusion  to  be  drunk  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  to* 
be  continued  until  the  cure  be  effected.  Compresses  moistened 
with  the  infusion  may  be  locally  applied ;  they  aid  in  the  cure,  but 
are  not  necessary — the  infusion  alone,  taken  internally,  being  quite 
sufficient.  In  support  of  his  assertion,  M.  Ozanum  quotes  a  number 
of  cases  in  which  this  mode  of  treatment  was  successful." 

Bronchitis.— When  this  dis*  ase  is  attended  with  copious  ex- 
pectoration, and  tonics  are  indicated,  this  agent  may  be  used  freely 
in  conjunction  with  the  ordinary  remedies  usually  administered  iii 
the  treatment  of  this  malady.  ,  The  author  has  frequently  witnessed 
the  most  satisfactory  results  from  the  liberal  use  of  chamomile  in 
this  disease. 

Dyspepsia. --^Dr.  Waring  observes: — "In  dyspepsia,  debility, 
hysteria,  and  in  all  cases  where  the  tone  of  the  digestive  organs,  or  the 
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^stem  generally,  is  depressed,  the  infusion  of  Chamomile,  in  doses 
of  fl.  oz.  iss.,  thrice  daily,  may  be  given  with  advantage.  If  the 
stomach  is  irritable,  a  few  drops  of  T.  Opii.  may  be  added."  Dr. 
Stills  alludes  to  the  use  of  this  remedy  as  being  chiefly  used,  at  the 
present  day,  to  improve  the  digestive  function  when  it  has  become 
disordered  by  general  disease,  or  by  any  of  the  causes  that  tend  to 
impair  its  vigor.  It  is  indicated,  according  to  his  statement,  when 
the  process  of  digestion  is  rendered  difficult  and  painful  by  flatulent 
colic,  and  more  particularly  in  females  and  other  persons  of  a 
nervous  temperament. 

He  observes : — "  It  is  one  of  the  best  remedies  of  the  tonic  class 
used  to  prevent  the  returns  of  sick  headache,  although  like  all  the 
rest,  it  often  fails  in  this  painful  and  tenacious  ailment" 

Portal  is  quoted  by  Stille  as  having  reported  a  case  of  long- 
continued  vomiting  of  black  matter,   in  which  an  infusion  of 
,  chamomile  and  lime  water  were  used  with  striking  success. 

Neuralgia.  ^In  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  nerve,  according  to  Dr. 
Lecointe,  this  remedy  will  sometimes  effect  a  cure  when  quinia  has 
failed.  ,  He  reports  several  cases  which  appear  to  sustain  his  good 
opinion  of  chamomile,  and  insists  upon  the  necessity  of  giving  it 
in  substance  and  in  drachm  doses,  or  in  a  very  concentrated  in- 
fusion. * 

Intermittents. — Pereira  observes  that  chamomiles  for  in- 
termittents  have  gained  considerable  celebrity,  though  they  are 
inferior  to  many  other  medicines. 

Dr.  Waring  observes,  p.  83,  in  his  therapeutics : — "i?i  intermittents, 
when  given  in  doses  of  gr.  cxx.  it  was  formerly  in  high  repute  as 
a  febrifuge.  Morton  speaks  highly  of  its  efficacy.  He  found  it 
successful  in  some  cases,  when  Bark  had  previously  been  ineffisct- 
uaL" 

Stint's  Thera2)eutics  and  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1,  p.  658,  speaks 
favorably  of  the  use  of  this  agent  in  this  malady. 

He  observes: — "/n  intermittent  fever  Morton  asserted  that 
powdered  chamomile,  in  proper  doses  and  at  sufficient  intervals, 
was  not  inferior  to  Peruvian  Bark.  He,  however,  combined  it 
with  antimonial  powder  and  salt  of  wormwood,  Pitcarin  and 
Hoffinann  were  of  the  same  opinion,  but  CuUen,  in  citing  it,  states 

*StUle's  TherapeaticB  and  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1,  p.  558. 
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that  if  the  flowers  are  given  in  large  quantity  they  run  off  by  stoo], 
and  defeat  the  purpose  of  administering  them. 

Voigtel  says  that  in  those  forms  of  intermittent  fever  which  are 
only  founded  in  atony  and  congestion  of  the  abdominal  organs 
and  require  for  their  removal  volatile  as  well  as  permanent 
stimulants,  and  which  therefore  are  not  cured  by  cinchona, 
chamomile  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  remedies. 

So  Fr.  Dubois  states,  that  he  cured  a  tertian  ague,  which  had 
resisted  sulphate  of  quinia  for  three  months,  by  daily  doses  of  ^a 
drachm  of  powdered  chamomile.  He  also  cites  Wauters,  Bodart, 
Chaumeton,  and  Masius  as  having  been  equally  successful. 

It  is  indeed  asserted,  that  this  remedy  is  inefficient  in  the  treat- 
ment of  miasmatic  intermittents,  but  it  is  begging  the  question  to 
presume  that  all  who  have  vaunted  chamomile  as  a  remedy  for 
intermittent  fever  from  the  time  of  Dioscorides  to  the  present  day, 
have  been  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  which 
they  cured.  It  has  been  stated  elsewhere  that  many  cases  of  simple 
intermittent  fever,  especially  of  the  vernal  form,  recover  under  the 
influence  of  good  nursing  or  a  change  of  air  alon^.  Many  of  these, 
it  is  to  be  presumed,  recover  still  more  rapidly  if  treated  by 
chamomile  or  by  any  stimulant  bitter,  but  there  still  remain  not  a 
few  cases,  like  some  cited  above,  in  which  chamomile  cures  after 
bark  has  failed  to  do  so,  and  in  these  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that 
the  former  medicine  has  accomplished  what  the  latter  could  not 
perform.  If  it  is  said,  as  it  has  been,  that  these  are  cases  of  an 
idiosyncrasy  rebellious  to  bark,  the  fact  must  be  admitted,  and  it 
does  not  disprove,  but  rather  it  establishes,  the  anti-periodic  virtue 
claimed  for  chamomile. 

It  is  probably  not  a  matter  of  indifference  in  what  form  the 
remedy  is  administered.  In  all  cases  referred  to  above,  the  powder 
was  exclusively  employed. 

Sometimes  it  is  given  in  the  form  of  hot  infusion  upon  the 
approach  of  the  paroxysm,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote 
diaphoresis ;  or  again,  when  thei'e  is  gastric  or  bilious  derangement, 
copious  draughts  of  warm  chamomile  tea  may  be  directed  so  as  to 
induce  copious  vomiting  followed  by  perspiration.  But  in  both 
of  these  cases  whatever  there  may  be  specific  in  the  medicine  is  not 
brought  into  operation." 
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In  the  treatment  of  most  of  the  cases  of  intermittent  fever  this 
agent  might  be  beneficially  administered,  either  in  conjunction  with 
quinine,  or  alternated  with  it  in  liberal  doses.  It  being  much  less 
expensive  than  quinine,  and  adapted  to  all  forms  of  this  malady, 
without  the  liability  to  disagree  with  any  class  of  patients,  should 
commend  to  more  general  use  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent 
fevers. 

Charitable  institutions,  for  the  treatment  of  the  poor,  might  save 
inuch,  by  using  this  remedy  much  more  freely,  and  quinine  less, 
and  yet  do  no  injustice  to  their  patients.  Most  authors  wmply 
allude  to  its  employment  in  the  disease,  but  by  the  profession  at 
large,  it  has  been  too  much  neglected. 

Scabies. — Dr.  Waring  observes  in  his  invaluable  treatise  on 
Therapeutics,  p.  y8 : — "  As  a  remedy  Jor  scabies,  it  has  been  em- 
ployed in  France.  The  formula  used  is  composed  of  equal  parts 
of  fresh  Chamomile,  Olive  Oil  and  Lard.  This  is  stated  to  effect 
a  cu^  in  three  frictions,  to  soothe  irritation  instantly,  and  not  to 
give  rise  to  any  secondary  affections  " 

Should  this  formula  prove  a  sovereign  remedy  for  the  cure  of 
scabies,  much  less  caution  will  be  necessary  in  its  treatment,  than 
with  ordinary  remedies. 

Other  Exterkal.Uses,— Dr.  Stills  observes:  vol.  1.  p.  559: 
**  Externally  the  otl  of  chamomile  has  been  applied  by  friction  to 
painful  parts,  and  to  the  abdomen  when  distended  with  flatus.  It 
has  also  been  applied  to  the  auditory  canal  for  the  relief  of  ^arache. 
But  more  commonly  fomentations  made  with  chamomile  flowers 
soaked  in  hot  water  or  ah  alcoholic  liquor,  or  poultices  of  flax- 
seed meal  made  with  a  strong  infusion  of  chamomile,  are  used  to 
assuage  local  pain  arising  from  intestinal  or  uterine  colic, 
rheumatism,  neuralgia,  earache,  toothache,  abscess,  etc.,  or  to 
cleanse  foul  and  gangrenous  sores." 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract      -        •        -      Dose,  J  to  1  dram. 
Solid  Extract  -        -      "    4  to  20  grains. 

INFUSION  OF  CHAMOMILE. 

Fluid  Extract        ....      Two  Ounce& 
Water        -       •        -        -        -  One  Pint 

Dose — half  to  one  ounce. 


[ 
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COMPOUND  INFUSION  OF  CHAMOMILE. 

Fluid  Extract  -  -  -  -  One  Ounce. 
Essence  of  Fennel     -        -         -  Half  Dram. 

Water One  Pint 

Dose — one  to  two  ounces. 

SYRUP  OF  CHAMOMILE. 

Fluid  Extract        -      .  -        -        •      Four  Ounces 

,  Syrup Twelve  Ounces. 

Dose— Two  to  four  drams. 

WINE   OF  CAHMOMILE. 

Fluid  Extract  -  -  -  -  Two  Ounces. 
Sherry  Wine     ....  One  Pint 

Dose — four  to  eight  drams. 

COMPOUND   CHAMOMILE    PILLS. 

Solid  Extract  of  Chamomile  -  -  One  Dram. 
Solid  extract  of  Ehubarb  -  -  Five  Grains. 
Assafoetida  -        -         -  Half  Scruple. 

Mix :  divide  into  thirty  pills. 

Dose — ^three  times  a  day  in  flatulent  dyspepsia 
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IRIS  VERSICOLOR. 

{Blue  Flag.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATJBS,  M.  D. 


ISTatural  Order. — Iridacese,  Linn. 

In  the  Sexual,  or  artificial  classification  of  LinnsBUS  this  plant 
will  be  found  in  class  Triandria,  and  in  order  Mcmogynia. 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  spathe,  2  or  3-valved ;  corol,  6- 
parted,  divisions  alt.emately  reflexed ;  stigmas  8,  petal-like ;  style 
sliort ;  capsule  8-celled. 

Specific  Character. — (Blossoms  in  June,  flowers  blue,  root 
perenniaL) 
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Leaves  ensiform ;  stem  acute  on  one  side ;  capsules  oblong,  8-sided 
with  obtuse  angles. 

Habitat. — Indigenous  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Statea  It 
selects  wet  meadows,  borders  of  swamps,  and  marshy  localities,  aa 
places  where  it  can  best  thrive. 

Part  Used. — The  root. 

Medical  Properties. — Most  medical  writers,  who  have  in- 
vestigated  this  plant  ascribe  to  it  cathartic,  cholagogue,  alterative 
and  diuretic  properties,  to  which  some  have  added  anthelmintic,, 
and  hydragogue. 

History. — The  aborigines  of  this  country  highly  prized  this 
plant  as  a  cathartic.  They  employed  a  strong  decoction  ol  the 
root  as  physic.    " 

Mr.  William  Bartram,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Bigelow,  informs  us, 
in  his  travels  in  Georgia  and  Florida,  that  the  Indians  hold  this^ 
root  in  high  estimation,  and  every  town  cultivates  a  little  plantation 
of  it,  having  a  large  artificial  pond  just  without  the  town  planted 
and  almost  overgrown  with  it  Many  of  our  most  eminent  phy-^ 
sicians,  in  what  is  called  the  regular  practice  of  medicine,  have 
highly  eulogized  this  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  a  variety  of 
diseases.  The  ^  eclectic  Physicians  regard  it  as  one  of  their  most 
valuable  medicinal  plants.  In  consec^uence  of  the  many  indica- 
tions it  is  capable  of  fulfilling,  it  has  been  termed  the  mercury  of 
eclectic  practice.*  Its  active  principle,  iridin,  or,  as  some  choose 
to  call  it  irisin,  officinal  in  the  U.  S  Pharm.  It  occurs  in  the 
form  of  a  dark  brown  powder.  Dn  Waring,  in  his  therapeutics, 
remarks : — "According  to  trials  made  with  it  by  the  editor  of  The 
Lancet,  it  produces  eff'ects  very  similar  to  those  occasioned  by  Blue- 
Pill,  Ehubarb,  and  Aloes.  It  is  said  seldom  to  fail  in  producing: 
a  mild  catharsis,  with  bilious  evacuations,  and  seems  to  possess  the 
advantages  of  (1)  not  requiring  the  addition  of  a  mercurial ;  (2), 
of  not  irritating  the  rectum,  as  Aloes  is  apt  to  do ;  and  (3),  of  not 
having  any  astringency,  and  therefore  not  producing  subsequent 
costiveness,  like  rhubarb,  when  given  alone."  It  has  acquired  a 
reputation  in  this  country,  and  in  Europe,  which  entitles  it  to  the 
confidence  of  the  medical  profession. 


J.  King,  page  667. 
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Therapeutic  Uses:— 

Constipation. — Dr  Waring  remarks,  in  his  very  excellent 
treatise  on  therapeutics,  p.  394: — "In  a  sluggish  state  of  the 
bowels  arising  from  torpidit}''  of  the  liyer,  or  when  the  stools  are 
pale,  particularly  as  we  find  them. in  the  intervals  of  overt  attacks 
in  gouty  persons,  Iridin  has  been  found  one  of  the  best  aperients, 
much  gentler  than  Podophyllin,  and  more  relkble  when  a  slight 
cholagogue  action  is  required  to  be  maintained  for  a  lengthened 
period." 

Dr.  Bigelow  observes,  that  having  formerly  made  use  of  this 
root  in  dispensary  practice,  that  he  can  bear  testimony  to  its  eificacy 
as  a  medicine,  though  not  altogether  to  its  convenience. 

He  remarks,  that  a  small  quantity  of  the  recent  root,  or  a  few 
grains  of  the  root  newly  dried,  are  generally  certain  and  active  in 
their  operation  on  the  bowels.  He  says  it  is  apt,  however,  to 
occasion  a  distressing  nausea  like  sea-sickness,  with  a  prostration 
of  strength  of  some  hours*  continuance ;  therefore  he  thinks  the 
plant  will  not  be  likely  to  come  into  favor  as  a  cathartic,  at  least 
when  better  ones  are  at  hand.  The  same  objections  might  be  al- 
leged, with  equal  propriety  against  many  other  valuable  cathartics, 
when  administered  alone. 

These  unpleasant  sequences  are  said  to  be  obviated  or  mitigated, 
by  associating  with  it  a  few  grains  of  capsicum,  ginger,  or  camphor ; 
some  prefer  to  administer  it  in  combination  with  cauloi)liyllin. 
Even  when  given  alone,  it  is  said  to  be  less  nauseating  than 
podophyllin.  A  writer  remarks,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  King: — "The 
root  of  the  blue  flag  extends  its  influence  through  every  part  of 
the  system  in  small  doses  and  repeated  at  short  intervals ;  it  seems 
to  act  more  particularly  on  the  glandular  system,  exciting  them  to 
a  discharge  of  their  respective  offices ;  in  large  doses  it  evacuates 
and  exhausts  the  system,  acting  on  the  liver,  and  the  alimentary 
canal  throughoui" 

Dr.  King  informs  us  that  he  has  used  iridin  more  or  less  ex- 
tensively for  several  years  that  it  is  not  as  prompt  in  its  effects  as 
podophyllin,  although  it  may  be  substituted  for  it  in  all  instances; 
and  its  alterative  influence,  though  slowly  developed  and  without 
any  immediate  appreciably  effect,  is  yet  positive  and  certain.  Dr. 
Andrew,  of   Michigan,   is  said  to  use  this  ageirt  as  a  cathartic 
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frequently,  and  when  combined  with  cayenne  pepper,  or  ginger 
not  less  easy  and  eflfectual  in  its  operation  than  the  ordinary,  more 
actiye  cathartics,  and  preferable  on  account  of  its  less  disagreeable 
taste.  A  combination  of  equal  parts  of  iridin,  leptandrin,  and 
juglandin  will  be  found  an  excellent  prescription  to  administer  in 
the  treatment  of  constipation  of  the  bowels.  Some  cases  will  re- 
spond favorably  to  the  use  of  iridin  and  hydrastin.  No  doubt 
but  cases  may  occur,  in  which  two  or  three  grains  of  calomel,  in 
combination  with  two  grains  of  iridin  would  be  found  of  eminent 
service. 

Dropsy. — Dr.  Bigelow  observes : — "The  stimulating  propertits 
of  the  Iris  render  it  capable  of  exciting  many  of  the  secretions,  as 
well  as  excretions.  But  I  know  of  no  purpose  for  which  it  seems 
better  calculated  than  that  of  a  diuretic.  The  late  Dr.  MacBride 
of  California  assured  me,  that  he  had  found  great  benefit  in  dropsical 
aflFections  from  a  decoction  of  the  roots  of  this  plant  in  combination 
with  those  of  eryngium  yuccifolium.  In  consequence  of  his 
recommendation,  I  administered  the  tincture  of  the  Iris  in  small 
doses  to  several  persons  affected  with  anasarca  and  with  hydro- 
thoi'ax.  It  was  evidently  of  service  to  a  majority  of  those  who 
took  it,  for  a  certain  time.  That  it  did  not  always  cure  the  disease, 
is  a  reproach  which  it  must  divide  with  diuretic  remedies  of  much 
older  celebrity."  Dr.  King  alludes  to  its  use  in  this  malady :  he 
remarks: — " In  anasarca  and  hydrothorax,  the  saturated  tincture 
of  the  root  taken  in  teaspo6nful  doses,  every  two  or  three  hours, 
until  its  hydragogue  influence  is  obtained,  will  be  found  serviceable; 
in  some  instances  it  may  be  combined  with  an  equal  quantity  of  the 
saturated  tincture  of  Euphorbia  Ipecacuanha." 

Dr.  Coe  says : — "  In  the  treatment  of  dropsy  the  Irisin  is  mainly 
useful  as  a  resolvent,  and  for  promoting  the  activity  of  the  ab- 
sorbent system.  In  conjunction  with  other  remedies,  it  has  been 
successfully  employed  in  the  cure  of  that  complaint"  Some 
forms  of  dropsy  will  be  much  improved,  if  not  cured,  by  the 
administration  of  iridin,  in  conjunction  with  digitalin  ^d 
chimaphilin.  • 

When  this  malady  is  the  sequence  of  a  morbid  condition  of  the 
liver  or  spleen,  mercurials  should  be  employed  in  combination  with 
iridin.     When  dropsy  occurs  from  disease  of  <  the  kidneyii,  iridin 
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added  to  the  common  prescription  of  calomel,  squills,  and  digitalia, 
will  be  found  a  valuable  acquisition.  Dropsy,'  censecutive  of 
scarlatina,  will  frequently  be  found  to  yield  to  the  employment  of 
the  warm  bath  and  the  administration  of  iridin  associlited  with 
asclepin.  Sometimes  it  may  be  necessary  to  preface  the  iridin  with 
mercurials  and  antimony.  In  most  of  the  varieties  of  dropsy, 
purgatives,  diuretics,  and  alteratives  are  frequently  indicated: 
iridin,  possessing  these  properties  in  an  eminent  degree,  will  be 
found  a  valuable  adjuvant  in  their  treatment 

Syphilis. — Dr.  Waring  says,  on  page  394  of  his  therapeutics, 
that  the  Eclectics  in  America  prescribe  iridin  in  syphilis. 

Prof.  W.  Paine,  in  his  work  on  concentrated  medicines,  observes, 
that  from  the  experience  he  has  had  in  syphilitic  affections  for  the 
last  twenty -five  years,  and  the  last  ten  years  in  a  very  extensive 
practice,  he  has  not  used  a  single  grain  of  mercurial  preparation  in 
the  treatment  of  these  diseases,  and  has  been  most  uniformly 
successful. 

He  has  used  the  iridin  in  these  affections  with  great  benefit 

In  case,  where  the  physician  prefers  the  employment  of  mer- 
curials, by  giving  them  in  conjunction  with  iridin,  he  will  effect  a 
cure  with  far  less  of  the  former,  and  equally  as  speedily. 

Dr.  King  remarks ; — "In  scrofula,  and  syphilis,  whether  primary 
or  secondary,  it  acts  as  a  powerful  and  efficacious  agent  and  may 
be  used  alone,  or  combined  with  mandrake,  poke,  black  cohosh, 
and  other  alteratives." 

He  also  adds: — "A  combination  of  iridin,  podophyllin  and 
xanthoxylin,  or  corydallia  is  a  most  powerful  and  certain  remedy 
for  syphilis,  either  primary  or  secondary." 

Bheumatism. — ^Many  physicians  speak  favorably  of  iridin  in 
the  treatment  of  rheumatism.  .The  addition  of  capsicum  is  said 
to  mitigate  any  unpleasant  action  which  it  may  produce. 

Waring  alludes  to  the  use  of  iridin  in  gouty  persons  as  one  of 
the  best  aperients.  Its  cholagogue  and  diuretic  properties  are  very 
decided,  hence  its  value  in  rheumatism.  Iridin  in  combination  with 
aconiiine,  colchicum,  or  cimicifuga,  will  be  found  serviceable  in  the 
treatment  of  this  malady.  In  cases  where  the  urine  gives  the  acid 
test)  this  agent  should  be  administered  in  conjunction  with  the 
acetate  of  potash,  iodide  of  potassium,  or  other  alkalies. 
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This  agent  seems  to  be  yery  useful  as  a  resolvent,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  rheumatism. 

Dr.  Coe  observes : — "  Irisin  (iridin)  is  highly  beneficial  in 
rheumatism,  glandular  swellings,  eruptions^of  the  skin,  and  in  all 
diseases  indicating  any  pecuHar  cachexy." 

Dr.  Paine  informs  us  that  he  has  used  this  remedy,  combined 
with  colchicum,  in  rheumatic  affections,  dependent  upon  an  in- 
activity or  want  of  proper  function  performed  on  the  part  of  the 
kidney,  with  the  most  happy  effect. 

Dysmenorrhcea. — ^Dr.  King  remarks  that  the  iris  versicolor 
has  been  used  with  positive  advantage  in  dysmenorrhcea.  By 
using  this  agent  in  combinaton  with  stramonium,  beginning  their 
use  about  one  week  previous  to  the  return  of  the  menstrual  period, 
and  continuing  their  administration  for  eight  or  ten  days,  much 
improvement  of  the  patient  will,  frequently,  be  manifest.  Dr. 
King,  also,  states  that  he  has  used  the  iridin  more  or  less  ex- 
tensively for  several  years  in  combination  with  the  resin  of 
podophyllum,  in  the  form  of  pill,  for  many  female  affections. 
Dr.  Paine  remarks  that  the  iridin  has  a  stimulating  effect  upon  the 
uterus ;  hence,  in  malignant  affections  of  this  organ,  he  says,  it 
may  be  used  with  decided  benefit. 

Dyspepsia. — Some  writers  advocate  the  use  of  iridin  in  dys- 
pepsia, and  announce  that  it  has  been  employed  with  positive 
advantage. 

Some  cases  will  be  relieved  by  using  the.  combinatioD,  of 
bismuth,  hydrastin,  or  pepsin,  with  iridin. 

Leucorrhcea. — Dr.  Coe  observes: — "Irisin  (iridin)  has  been 
found  particularly  serviceable  in  the  treatment  of  leucorrhcea, 
congestions  of  the  cervix ;  ulceration,  and  other  disorders  of  the 
uterine  system.  It  is  particularly  indicated  in  uterine  leucorrhcea, 
in  which  affection  it  seems  to  be  of  almost  specific  value.  Of 
course  auxiliary  treatment  must  not  be  neglected." 

It  will  be  found  useful,  particularly,  when  the  patient  is  in  an 
anaemic  condition,  to  combine  some  of  the  ferruginous  preparations 
with  the  iridin  and  continue  their  use  Fome  little  time.  Hydras- 
tin  and  iridin  will  often  be  found  serviceable. 

Many  other  diseases  could  be  noticed  for  which  this  agent  has 
been  employed,  such  as  scrofula,  gonorrhoea,  glandular  swellings, 
eruptions  of  the  skin,  affections  of  the  liver  and  spleen,  etc. 
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PRRPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract        -        -    ,  Dose,  2  to  60  Drops. 

Solid  Extract    -        -        -  "     1  to  4  Grains. 

Iridin             -        -  .      -  "    J  to  5  Grains. 

Pills  of  Ext  Iris  Versicolor  -          1  Grain  each. 

"    "     Iridin       -  -    J  and  1  Grain  each. 

TINCTURE   OF   BLUE   FLAG. 

Fluid  Extract         ....       Two  Ounces. 
Diluted  Alcohol         -         -         -  One  Pint 

Dose — One  to  three  drams. 

STRUP  OF   BLUE   FLAG. 

Fluid  Extract        .         .         -         .      Two  Ounces. 

Syrup Fourteen  Ounces. 

Dose— One  and  a  half  to  four  drams. 

COMPOUND  TINCTURE   OF  BLUE   FLAG. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Blue  Flag        -         -     One  Dram. 

''  "        "        Mandrake      -        Half  Dram. 

Powdered  Nux  Vomica    -         -        •    Two  Drams. 

Diluted  Alcohol  -        Ten  and  a  half  Drama 

Dose — Ten  to  twenty  drop?  in  water,  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Iridin        -         -        -        -     '  -  Three  Grains. 

Leptandrin    -----      Six  *' 

Bitartrate  of  Potassa  -.       -  Twenty    " 

This  forms  an  excellent  hydragogue  cathartic  powder  of  much 
value  in  some  forms  of  dropsy. 

Iridin Three  Grains. 

Podophyllin           ....  u         u 

Xanthoxyllin u        u 

To  be  given  in  grain  doses  every  hour  or  two.     A  valuable 
sialogogue. 


\ 
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IODIDE  OE  AMMONIUM  IN  DISEASES  OF  THE 

O-LANDULAR  SYSTEM. 

Dr.  I.  Warino-Curran  writes  to  the  Medical  Press  and  Circular : 
The  iodide  of  ammonium  in  diseases  of  the  glands  T  find  by  ex 
perience  a  much  more  active  therapeutic  agent  than  that  of  the  iodide 
of  potassium,  whether  internally  administered  or  locally  applied.  In 
the  following  forms  of  glandular  diseases  I  can  testify  to  its  effiqacy  and 
curative  properties,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  it  one  of  the 
best  preparations  with  which  I  am  acquainted. 

GoiTRK. — ^There  is  no  part  of  P^ngland  wherein  I  have  seen  more  cases 
of  bronchocele  than  at  Bacup,  a  cotton  manufacturing  valley,  about 
twenty  miles  from  manchester.  Sixty  per  cent,  of  the  female  population 
suffer  from  goitre  in  some  shape  or  form.  The  usual  history  is,  that  it 
commences  '*  during  the  paifis  of  the  first  labor. ^"^  I  have  had  ample 
opportunity  of  remarking  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  that  there  was. 
a  connection  between  goitre  and  the  uterine  functions,  that  the  gland 
became  enlarged  during  the  menstrual  period,  and  particularly  so  in 
old  goitres  in  women  about  change  of  lire,  when  the  discharge  is  scanty 
and  the  color  altered.  All  the  several  varieties  of  bronchocele  are  to 
be  seen  in  the  valley  of  Rossendale.  One  patient  is  so  unfortunate  as 
to  possess  one  which  I  am  confident  would  weigh  fourteen  pounds ;  it 
extends  over  the  clavicles  and  sternum,  upon  which  latter  it  rubs,  and 
causes  little  inconvenience  apparently.  The  enlargement  has  been 
steadily  increasing  for  thirty  seven  years. 

Cases  of  incipient  goitre  treated  soon  after  their  being  first* observed 
with  the  iodide  of  ammonium,  made  good  and  permanent  recoveries. 
I  prescribe  the  iodide  thus  : 

^     Ammonii  iodidi, gr.  xl. 

Spiritus  chloroformi, 3  ij. 

Aquae  camphorge  ad, 3  viij. 

Cap.  5J-5  ter  in  die. 

At  the  same  time  I  direct  the  following  cerate  to  be  rubbed  into  the 
growth  night  and  morning  : 

^     Ammonii  iodidi, 3  ij. 

Glycerinse,. .' 3  ij. 

Adipis  benzoat, , 3  jss. 

In  some  few  cases  I  have  obtained  great  benefit  by  stopping  the  iodide 
of  ammonium  mixture  for  a  few  d^y  s,  and  substituting  the  hypophosphites 
of  lime.     Hitherto,  I  have  inwardly  given  the  old  standard  formula  of 
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iodine  witk  iodide  of  potassium,  but  a  more  extensive  field  in  the 
treatment  of  the  complaint  convinces  me  of  the  superiority  of  the 
drug  I  advocate.  # 

Tabes  Mesenterica. — The  local  application  of  the  iodide  of  am- 
monium ointment  over  the  abdomen,  and  the  internal  administration  of 
the  same  drug — the  age  of  the  patifent  guiding  the  dose  to  be  exhibited 
— ^surpass  any  form  of  treatment  previously  had  recourse  to.  Of  course 
the  convalescence  is  slow,  and  cod  liver  oil  or  glycerine,  pancreatine 
and  suet  and  milk  must  be  given ;  but  these  I  include  more  among  the 
articles  of  diet  than  the  medicines  of  the  physician.  A  steady  per- 
severence  with  these  measures  effects  much  good.  The  iodide  of  am 
monium  appears  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  enlarged  glands  whose  functions 
are  impeded,  and  to  permit  the  process  of  assimilation  to  go  on  its  na- 
tural way. 

Strumous  Enlargement  of  the  Lymphatics,  wherever  situated,  if 
treated  before  pus  has  actually  formed  on  the  areolar  tissue  covering 
the  part  disorganized,  will  as  a  rule,  yield  to  the  iodide  of  ammonium, 
combined  with  a  generous  diet  and  change  of  air.  I  have  before  me, 
in  my  case  book,  the  history  of  a  girl,  aged  eleven  years,  who  had  long 
sufiered  from  strumous  enlargement  of  the  cervical  glands,  the  sequelae 
of  scarlet  fever.  She  had  taken  syrup  of  iodide  of  iron,  Parrish's 
"chemical  food,"  iodide  of  potassium,  quinine,  and  cod  liver  oil,  but 
without  effect.  As  a  last  resource,  and  it  was  one  of  the  first  cases 
wherein  I  prescribed  it,  I  directed  her  to  take  three  grain  doses  of  the 
iodide  of  ammonium  twice  a  day,  and  to  apply  the  cerate  «ontaining  the 
same  preparation.  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  observing  day  after  day 
the  well  marked  gradual  diminution  of  the  glands,  and  the  speedy 
restoration  to  health.  The  relatives  informed  me  afterw^ards  that  their 
patience  was  so  exhausted  with  the  girl  failing  to  improve,  that  they 
were  in  the  act  of  calling  in  further  advice.  Had  such  been  done,  and 
the  iodide  of  ammonium  prescribed,  the  consequence  would  have  been 
unpleasant  in  the  extreme.  And  how  oflen  is  it  that  members  of  our 
profession  obtain  a  notoriety  through  similar  occurrences,  while  in  one 
or  two  instances  I  knew  they  had  not  the  honesty  to  give  credit  where 
it  was  actually  due  and  well  won,  but  retained  for  then^selves  a  success 
to  which  they  were  far  from  entitled. 

Simple  Strumous  Adenitis  gives  way  more  rapidly  and  with  better 
results  under  the  iodide  of  ammonium  than  any  other  treatment. 

Sympathetic  Bubo  has,  in  four  cases  which  I  have  specially  treated 
with  the  medicine  advocated,  terminated  so  satisfactorily  that  I  cannot 
refrain  from  recording  the  circumstance. 
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Enlargemknt  of  ths  Spleen  after  Ague. — I  had  an  opportunity 
last  August  of  testing  the  therapeutic  effect  of  the  ammonium  in  some 
cases  of  enlarged  spleen  in  a  most  fenny  district  in  South  Lincolnshire. 
Although  the  benefit  was  not  permanent  in  any  of  the  cases,  as  I  believe 
it  was  not  persevered  in  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  yet,  during  the 
period  the  druj(  was  being  administered,  the  more  immediate  symptoms 
seemed  to  vield  to  it.  ' 

Chronic  FIepatic  Enlargement  has  in  several  instances  been  re- 
corded in  my  casebook,  where  blue  pill,  podophyllin,  taraxacum,  and 
nitro-muriatic  acid  have  proved  inert,  turned  out  as  cured.  1  can 
strongly  recommend  the  drug  in  this  disease,  but  I  invariably  blister 
the  hepatic  region  first  and  then  dress  the  blistered  surface  with  the 
iodide  of  ammonium  cerate. 

Tubercular  Sarcocele  was  treated  in  three  instances  by  the  iodide 
of  ammonium.  In  two  of  the  cases  there  was  a  syphilitis  history,  and 
as  the  patients  were  pressing  for  a  speedy  rather  than  an  effectual  re- 
covery, I  combined  four  drachms  of  blue  ointment  with  the  iodide  of 
ammonium  cerate,  with  the  best  effects  subsequently  ;  so  that  I  am  un- 
able to  give  all  the  credit  to  the  iodide  of  ammonium — a  driig  which 
my  experience  teaches  only  requires  to  be  fairly  experimented  with  in 
order  to  be  more  generally  employed  in  diseases  of  the  glandular 
system. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  Aug.  1869  p.  134. 


NEURALO-IA  OF  THE  OVARIES,   TREATED  WITH 
THE  MURIATE  OF  AMMONIA  AND  TR.  OF 

ACONITE. 


BY   JAMES  T.  NEWMAN,    M.  D.,    ChicagO. 


Dear  Examiner  : — In  contributing  this  mite  to  your  pages,  remember 
that  I  do  not  claim  anything  new ;  to  your  many  readers,  it  is  only  in 
confirmation  of  what  has  long  since  been  spoken  of  that  I  reproduce  it, 
for  their  careful  consideration.  Having  three  cases  of  this  troublesome 
disorder  to  report,  1  will  now  proceed  to  do  so,  if  you  will  pardon  me 
for  trespassing  on  your  valuable  spate. 

M.  B.,  a  very  intelligent  woman,  applied  to  niie  for  treatment;  her 
statement  was  concise,  and  to  the  point,  replying  with  great  acouraoj 
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to  all  questions  asked,  rendering  it  very  easy  for  me  to  c'ome  to  a  con- 
•elttsioii  as  to  what  the  matter  was.  I  diagnosed  neuralgia  of  the  ovaries. 
TTie  history  of  the  case  I  will  lay  before  you,  that  you  may  be  enabled 
to  follow  me  step  by  step.  She  told  me  for  the  last  two  years  she  ex- 
perienced great  difficulty  in  menstruating.  I  examined  her,  and  found 
'  "Considerable  fullness  in  the  right  ilHac  region,  with  great  tenderness. 
Keen  lancinating  pains  would  shoot  down  the  inner  part  of  the  thighs, 
causing  her  sometimes  to  cry  aloud  with  pain. 

C  immediately  ordered  a  plaster  of  cantharides,  to  be  applied  over  the 
•seat  of  pain.  After  the  surface  became  vessicated,  I  sprinkled  the  salts 
of  morphia  upon  it,  at  the  same  time  prescribed  as  follows  : — 

^      Quinia  Sulph., gr.  xij. 

Ext.  Hyoscyam., gr.  xij.. 

Misee,  Fiat  in  Chart , No.  xij. 

f  continued  to  visit  her  regularly,  once  a  day,  for  a  week,  but  finding 
no  relief,  I  resolved  to  change  the  treatment.  In  looking  over  Braitji- 
waite,  part  LVIIf,  page  251,  I  chanced  to  see  an  article  on  the  subject 
of  which  I  am  writing.  Although  I  was  at  a  loss  to  give  its  rationale ; 
and  never  since  I  have  commenced  the  practice  of  niedicine  have  I  given 
an  article,  without  being  convinced  in  my  own  mind  what  it  was  going 
to  do.  But,  however,  I  resolved  to  give  the  remedy  proposed  a  trial. 
i  ordered  the  following: — 

^      Ammonia  Muriatis, 3  ij. 

Tr.  Aconiti, 3  ij. 

Sy.  Aurant.  Cort., 3  viij. 

Misce,  fiat  mistura. 

Sig.  Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day.  The  second  day  after  having 
taken  the  medicine,  the  sharp  pain  was  gone,  she  could  feel  no  more 
of  it.  I  told  her  to  continue  the  use  of  the  mixture  for  eight  or  ten 
days«  She  did  so;  at  the  end  of  which  time  her  menses  came  on,  and 
{wssed  off  so  easily  that  she  told  every  one  that  came  in  her  way.  She 
iad  a  slight  r'^turn  of  it,  but  upon  the  exhibition  of  the  medicine  it 
•entirely  disappeared.  . 

Cass  II.  A  mulatto  woman,  aged  29,  came  to  me  for  relief,  having 
iieard  from  Case  I.  that  1  had  cured  her.  I  examined  her,  and  found  the 
fAaae  symptoms  that  presented  themselves  in  Case  I. 

[  prescribed  the  muriate  of  ammonia  and  tr.  aconiti,  in  the  same  doseb. 
At  the  end  of  a  week  she  said  she  was  well. 
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Case  III.  An  Irish  girl  was  troubled  with  painful  menstruation,  an($ 
keen,  shooting  pain  in  the  groin  and  back.  I  exhibited  the  above- 
named  medicines,  in  the  same  quantities  as  in  Cases  I.  and  11.  She- 
used  it  for  eight  or  ten  days ;  and  at  the  end  of  which  she  pronounced 
herself  well.  Furthermore,  allow  me  to  say,  that  this  has  been  over 
six  months  ago,  and  not  the  slightest  return  of  the  disease  in  either  or 
those  cases  has  appeared. —  Chicago  Medical  Examiner,  Nov.,  1869. 
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THE  MEDICAL  ACTION  OF  BELLADONNA. 


The  following  conclusions,  in  reference  to  the  action  of  belladonna,- 
arrived  at  by  M.  Muriot  cannot  but  be  of  interest  to  our  readers. 

1.  Atropine  is  the  active  principle  of  belladonna,  and  assumes  all 
the  properties  of  this  solanum. 

2.  The  intensity  of  its  action  varies  with  the  species  of  animals. 
Herbivora  are  less  sensible  to  its  action  then  the  Carnivora.  In  man 
its  poisonous  action  is  the  most  violent ;  but  no  animal  is  exempt. 

3.  Its  action  also  varies  with  the  dose  employed  ;  for  small  doses 
accelerate  the  heart's  pulsation  and  augment  the  vascular  tension;, 
poisonous  doses  diminish  the  tension  and  modify  the  cardiac  pulsations, 

4.  Belladonna  is  a  vasculo  cardiac  poison,  in  the  classification  of  M., 
See.  Its  action  produces  especially  the  innervation  of  the  heart  and> 
of  the  vessels. 

5.  The  varied  phenomena  produced  by  atropine  depend  mostly  upon* 
its  primordial  and  elective  action,  or  are  due  to  the  elimination  of  the 
poison. 

6.  Atropine  acts  upon  the  heart  through  the  pneumo-gf*stric  nerve, 
whose  peripheral  extremities  are  paralyzed.  It  augments  the  frequency 
of  the  cardiac  pulsations. 

7.  In  a  small  dose  it  augments  the  tonicity  of  the  vascular  muscles ;. 
in  a  poisonous  dose  it  diminishes,  and  even  destroys  this ;  whenee  the- 
application  of  belladonna  to  epilepsy,  in  which  the  access  seems  to  Ke- 
due  to  modifications  of  cerebral  circulation. 

8.  The  variations  of  the  arterial  tension  are  subordinate  to  the  state? 
of  excitation  or  paralysis  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  vessels. 
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9.  In  small  doses  atropine  accelerates  the  respiration  ;  in  poisonous 
doses  it  diminishes  its  frequency. 

The  acceleration  of  these  movements  depend  upon  the  excitation  of 
the  respiratory  centres ;  the  consecutive  retai  datjion,  upon  a  paralysis 
of  the  extremities  of  the  vagi  nerves ;  whence  its  application  in  the 
treatment  of  asthma. 

10.  Atropine,  in  a  therapeutical  dose,  increases  the  activity  of  the 
excito  motory  functions  of  the  spinal  cord. 

In  a  poisonous  dose  it  exaggerates  the  reflex  power  til)  it  may  produce  ^ 

convulsions. 

11.  kXxo^iwQ' always  produces  agitanon,  insomnia,  delirium,  and  in 

f  a  poisonous  dose,  coma ;  it  is  not  at  all  a  narcotic. 

12.  Atropine  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys,  by  the  mu  50us  surfaces^ 
and  sometime-*  by  the  skin  of  man.  Its  elimination  is  always  rapid  ; 
so  that  the  action  is  of  short  duration. 

1^  13.  The  effects  due  to  elimination  are  numerous,  viz :  redness  of  the. 

mucous  surfaces  and  of  the  skin,  frequent  desire  of  micturition ;  colic ;; 
anal  and  ve^ical  tenesmus  ;  profuse  sweat,  diarrhoea,  etc. 

14.    The  redness  and  dryness  of  the   mucous   membrane   explains^ 
aphonia,  dysphagia,  dysuria,  etc. 
\  15.    Not  only  are  all  the  secretions  of  the  mucous  membrane  dim- 

nished,  but  there  may  be  also,  on  account  of  the  activity  of  the 
circulation,  a  rapid  reabsorption  of  all  the  liquids  which  have  exuded 
from  mucous  surfaces  or  from  wounds;  whence  its  advantages  in 
exaggerated  secretions,  and  its  effects  upon  coughs,  etc. 

16.  Atropine,  applied  locally  to  the  tissues,  produces  an  activity  of' 
the  capillary  circulation,  and  in  a  considerable  dose,  true  hypersemia 
and  sanguineous  stasis. 

Angina  and  erythema  produced  by  belladonna  are  analogous  to  the 

(inflammatory  process. 
17.    The  modifications  of  the  urinary  secretions  are  dependent  upon 
the  variations  of  the  arterial  tensions. 

18.  Belladonna  is  not  a  paralyzing  agent  to  the  smooth  muscular 
fibres  ;  it  produces  no  phenomena  of  paralysis  except  in  a  very  power- 
ful dose,  and  in  those  cases  it  follows  exaggerated  contractions ;  thus  it 
is  of  benefit  in  incontinence  of  urine  and  of  the  faeces,  in  paralysis  of 
the  bladder,  in  constipation,  irreducible  hernias,  etc. 

15.  Atropine  has  no  elective  action  upon  the  sensitive  nerves.  Its 
local  application  is  always  followed  by  acute  and  persistent  pain. 
Atropine  acts  only  upon  nerves  in  a  state  of  hyperoesthesia  and  often 
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determines  analgesia,  but  it  should  be  applied  directly  upon  the  seat  of 
pain  (les  nerfs  afTectes.) 

20.  Small  doses  of  atropine  augment,  toxical  doses  diminish,  the 
temperature. 

21.  Atropiie,  especially,  possesses  the  property  of  causing  dilatation 
of  the  pupil,  and  this  is  its  most  constant  and  persistent  effect. 

[t  paralyzes  the  terminal  branches  of  the  third  pair  of  nerves ;  this 
is  the  only  lact  well  shown  by  the  experimental  physiology,  in  the  study 
of  the  hyoscyamus  also.     (Gubler,  Mydriasis  caused  by  Belladonna.) 

To  this  paralysis  of  the  ciliary  branches  of  the  nervous  motor  ocularis 
communis  is  attached  the  paralysis  of  the  muscle  of  accommodation. 

22.  Certain  experiments  and  several  considerations  that  have  been 
made  public  by  the  author,  tend  to  show  some  exciting  action  upon  the 
sympathetic  nerve  or  upon  the  dilatateur.  However,  a  more  vigorous 
demonstration  is  still  essential. — Druggists'  Circvlar. — Richmond  and 
Louisville  Medicai  Journal,  Sept.,  1869. 
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PERSONAL  EXPERIENCE  WITH  THE  HOT  BATH 

IN  STRANGULATED  HERNIA. 


BY    BKNJ.  D.  GIFFORD,    A.  M.,    M.  D.,    OLOUCBBTER. 


I  hope  it  does  not  often  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  medical  man  to  experience, 
in  his  own  person,  the  agonies  of  that  most  distressing  surgical  affection, 
strangulated  hernia.  We  can  gain  sofme  notion  of  the  intensity  of 
physical  suffering  by  obset'vation ;  but  it  requires  the  terrible  ordeal  of 
a  personal  experience  to  realize  fully  what  we  may  be  familiar  with  as 
a  phenomenon  in  others.  In  my  own  case  1  had,  some  years  before, 
provoked  a  hernia  on  the  left  side  by  horse-back  riding  ;  but  by  wearing 
a  truss  had  effected  a  radical  cure — so  much  so  that  no  amount  of  violent 
exerton  had  reproduced  it  Latterly  I  had  worn  no  truss  at  all,  but 
at  the  time  this  accident  happened  to  me  (January  1868),  the  descent 
of  the  intestine  took  pla6e  on  the  right  side,  and  was  the  result  of  no 
unusually  violent  exertion.  During  the  morning  of  the  day  upon 
which  it  occurred,  I  had  worked  from  11  till  12  o'clock  in  dressing  a 
fracture ;  my  position  in  standing  being  such  as  to  relax  the  abdominal 
muscles.-     I  experienced  a  peculiar  feeling  of  weakness  in  the  inguinal 
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region  at  the  time.  I  reached  my  office  about  noon,  and  had  been 
there  but  a  few  minutes  when  I  was  summoned  in  great  haste  to  an 
infant  who  had  been  poisoned  with  morphine.  In  an  ordinary  case  I 
might  have  taken  some  precaution  before  exerting  myself,  but  1  forgot 
my  threatened  hernia  and  hastened  to  my  patient.  I  worked  vigorously 
over  the  child,  keeping  up  artificial  respiration,  &c.,  my  position  being 
the  same  as  with  the  patient  I  worked  over  an  hour  before — a  stooping 
posture.  I  soon'  felt  the  intestine  descend,  accompanied  with  a  good 
deal  of  pain ;  yet,  considering  my  patient  in  infinitely  greater  danger 
than  I  was  myself,  I  continued  my  efforts  until  the  agony  was  insupport- 
able. I  went  home  and  made  every  possible  effort  to  reduce  the  tumor  ; 
it  was  about  the  size  of  a  goose  egg,  and  was  so  tense  and  hnrd  and 
fast  becoming  so  tender  that  I  found  myself  unable  to  effect  anything 
but  torture.  I  then  sent  for  my  friend.  Dr.  Lilly,  who  etherized  me 
and  attempted  reduction,  but  failed.  He  desired  assistance,  Dr.  Griffin 
was  called  two  hours  later;  in  the  mean  time  severe  colicky  pains 
came  on,  and  the  tumor  was  exquisitely  tender.  This  time  1  was 
chloroformed  and  reduction  essayed,  but  with  no  better  success  than 
before.  I  made  up  my  mind  that  nothing  but  the  knife  would  release 
me,  and  listened  pa-^sively  to  the  arrangements  for  the  hot  bath.  The 
symptoms  not  being  severe,  it  was  determined,  nothing  to  the  contrary, 
to  wait  till  morning.  During  the  night,  copious  biliou-i  vomiting  took 
place,  and  my  peritoneum  became  quite  tender ;  but  1  got  through  it 
with  the  aid  of  a  couple  of  grains  of  morphine — having  no  other  effect, 
however,  than  to  lull  the  pain  a  little. 

At  about  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning,  having  previously  prepared 
for  the  operation  in  case  of  failure,  I  was  put  into  a  full  bath  of  90°  Fab., 
and  hot  water  introduced  till  the  temperature  reached  110°,  at  which 
point  it  was  kept  till  I  almost  collapsed.  While  in  this  condition  taxis 
was  employed  and  the  tumor  partially  reduced ;  but  as  the  peculiar 
gurgling  sound  was  not  heard  and  so  much  oedema  lef^,  it  wa»  not  till 
the  afternoon  that  the  loop  was  decided  to  have  entered  the  abdomen 
and  the  operation  given  up. 

My  case  illustrates  the  utility  of  waiting  and  resorting  to  every 
known,  expedient  before  operating,  when  the  symptoms  are  not  ex- 
tremely urgent.  Erichsen  teaches,  to  chloroform  the  patient  and  try 
taxis  not  exceeding  half  an  hour ;  if  not  successful,  then  \o  operate  at 
once.  Of  course  in  severe  cases,  in  which  the  strangulation  has  ex- 
isted for  some  time,  such  a  proceeding  would  be  eminently  proper; 
but  in  cases  like  my  own,  with  no  stercoraceous  vorniting  and  com- 
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paratively  mild  symptoms,  I  should  not  think  it  advisable  to  operate 

soon  after  the  formation  of  the  hernia,  even  though  reduction  could  not 

be  effected  with  the  aid  of  chloroform  or  ether.      This  case  }  ielded  to 

the  hot  bath  when  those  anaesthetics  had  failed,  during  the  manipulations, 

of  the  same  surgeon. — Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournaf^  December, 
1869. 
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CARBOLIC  ACID  IN  TREATMENT  OF  RUBEOLA. 


T.  J.  WILLIAMSON,    M;  D.,    CINCINNATI,  O. 


On  the  28th  of  June  I  was  called  to  hce  Miss  A.  B.,  of  this  city,  age 
tiwelve  years,  and  of  strumous  diathesis,  nervous  temperament,  &c. 

I  found  her  suffering  from  all  the  ge^iCral  symptoms  of  a  malignant 
form  of  measles. ,  Had  been  sick  four  days ;  pulse  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  with  delirium,  but  with  no  appearance  on  the  surface  of  measles, 
tier  tongue  was  fiery  red  and  heavily  loaded  ;  her  gums  bleeding,  and 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth,  together  with  the  sublingual  gland 
covered  with  eruptions.  She  was  suffering  likewise  with  gastritis,  the 
stomach  ejecting  both  food  and  drink  of  every  description.    1  prescribed : 

ij.  Syr.  scillce  c,  ^  1 ;  syr.  ipecac,  tr.  lobelia  inf.  aa  3  j ;  carbol.  ac, 
gtts,  xvi.  J/.  Teaspoonful  every  hour;  and,  a  wash  for  her  mouth, 
ordered  :  B-  Carbol.  ac.  3ij;  chlo.  potas,  3j ;  mellis.  desp.,  |  ss;  aq. 
camph.,  §  ij.,  M.  Gargle,  or  mop  mouth  every  three  or  four  hours, 
keeping  the  bowels  free  enough  with  syr.  manatus.  In  about  twenty - 
four  hours  her  tongue  cleaned  olf,  secretions  pretty  well  established,  and 
the  mouth  presenting  an  almost  healthy  appearance.  The  surface  was 
then  covered  with  a  bold  confluent  rash,  her  delirium  gone  and  perfect 
rationality  restored.  During  the  existence  of  delirium  I  ordered  ten 
grain  doses  of  bromide  of  potas.  every  three  or  four  hours.  On  the 
ninth  day  she  was  dismissed  convalescent. 

A  case  so  complicated  I  ^^ave  rarely  met,  nor  any  remedy  that 
seemed  to  have  such  magic  effect,  for  1  have  used  carbolic  acid  in  other 
cases  with  similar  results. — Richmond  and  Louisville  Med.  Journal^ 
Sept.,  1869. 
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Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 


Notes  on  some  biases  of  Erysipelas. — By  John  W.  Martin,  M.  D., 
M.  Ch. — In  the  following  remarks,  I  merely  wish  to  record  the  ob- 
■servation  of  a  few  points  which  I  think  are  possessed  of  some  interest. 

Daring  the  last  eight  months,  three  well-marked  cases  of  erysipelas 
•of  the  head  and  face  have  come  under  my  notice,  the  subjects  being  all 
persons  in  the  poorer  ranks  of  life,  two  of  them  women,  and  one  a 
young  man. . 

Case  I. — Mary  K.,  set.  45,  wife  of  a  laborer ;  the  attack  commencing 
six  weeks  subsequent  to  her  confinement. 

Case.  II. — Mary  M.,  set.  35,  wife  of  a  factory  laborer,  and  mother 
-of  nine  children.  Has  always  been  delicate,  and  during  the  three 
•months  preceding  the  attack  had  to  give  up  work. 

Case  III. — Maurice  D.,  set.  22,  factory  operative ;  unmarried. 

In  all,  the  form  of  attack  was  phlyctenoid ;  there  was  a  period  of 
latency  for  a  week  before  the  appearance  of  the  erruption,  as  marked  by 
languor  and  a  general  feeling  of  "  malaise,"  and  the  attack  itself  set  in 
with  the  usual  symptoms  of  nausea,  vomiting,  pain  in  the  bacii,  loaded 
tongue,  quick  pulse,  and  confined  bowels.  In  all,  the  glandulae  concate- 
natse  were  painfully  swollen  and  tender,  accompanied  by  a  feeling  of 
stifihess  in  the  neck. 

The  most  careful  inquiry  into  the  cases  of  the  two  women  could  elicit 
no  history  of  lesion  of  any  kind  from  whence  the  attack  might  have  had 
its  startiniT  point,  thus  forming  exceptions  to  what  Trousseau,  in  his 
excellent  chapter  on  erysipelas,  states  to  be  almost  universally  the  rule. 

In  the  case  of  Maurice  D.,  there  was  sore  throat  accompanying,  but 
not  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  preceding  the  attack;  but  there  was  no 
lesion  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  brow,  eye,  cheek  or  ear,  where  the 
blush  first  exhibited  itself. 

In  each  of  the  cases  the  climax,  as  shown  by  thermometrical  ob- 
servations, was  reached  at  periods  varying  from  the  sixth  to  the  eighth 
-day,  the  highest  temperature  varying  from  101  one  fifth  degs,  to  101 
three  fifth  degs. 

In  all.  at  the  point  where  convalescence  was  becoming  thoroughly 
established,  there  was  a  fall  in  the  temperature  several  degrees  below 
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normal,  varying  from  94  one- fifth  degs.,  to  97  four- fifth  dega.,  the  most- 
careful  observations  being  made  to  establish  these  temperatures. 

A  similar  fall  in  temperature,  before  the  establishment  of  eonvalesceiioe 
in  febrile  disease,  has  been  observed  and  recorded  in  some  thermometricaP 
observations  made  by  my  father  during  an  epidemic  of  typhus  fever 
that  occurred  in  Portlaw  in  the  winter  of  1866,  and  the  spriug  aod- 
summer  of  1867. 

In  all^  chemical  examination  of  the  urine  showed  the  presence  of  sugary 
in  the  case  of  Mary  M.,  the  test  for  uric  acid  was  followed  immediately 
by  a  copious  precipitate,  its  presence  being  confirmed  by  the  microsoope. 
I  am  sorry  to  add  that  I  omitted  this  test  in  the  other  two  cases. 

The  treatment  in  all  cas^s  consisted  in  dusting  the  part  affected  well 
with  flour,  the  exhibition  of  mild  aperient  medicine,  of  muriate  tr.  of 
iron  and  wine  §  iv.  daily,  the  patients  being  given  a»  generous  a  diet  as 
possible. 

The  points  of  interest  seem  to  me  to  be : —  • 

1st.  Is  there  a  true  period  of  latency  culmiiiating  in  the  febnle 
symptoms  usually  preceding  the  eruption  1  or,  are  the  febrile  symptoms* 
dependent  on  the  engorgement,  tenderness  and  accompanying  oon- 
stituti6nal  disturbance  set  up  in  the  neighboring;. glands',,  by  the  presence 
of  a  lesion  of  some  kind  or  other,  from  whence,  according  to  Trousseau^ 
the  eruption  takes  its  starting  point? 

2d.  Is  there  in  all  febrile  diseases,  as  a  rule  a  fall  in  temperature- 
below  normal  before  convalescence  is  established  ? 

3d.  Is  sugar  usually  present  in  the  urine  of  erysipelatous  cases? — 
Dublin  Medical  >  Press  and  Circular. — Boston  Med,  and  Surg,  Jonmdty, 
Jan.,  1867. 


Treatment  of  Delirium  Tremens. — Dr.  Fleming,  of  the  Queen's 
Hospit<il,  Birmingham  {^British  Med,  Journal),  treats  delirium  tremens 
as  follows :  The  patient  is  placed  in  bed.  For  a  diet,  milk  and  a^ 
strong  beef-tea,  alternately,  every  four  hours,  and  gradually,  as  the  ap- 
petite improves,  chicken,  mutton,  etc.,  until  the  stomach  can  accept 
ordinary  food.  Alcoholic  stimulants  in  every  form  are  stopped  at  onoer 
and  entirely.     When  the  patient  is  faint  the  following  is  prescribed  . 

5     iEtheris  chlorici  (Duncan  &  Flockhart),  spiritus  ammoniae. 

aromatioi,  sing., 3    iij. 

Tincturte  lavendulse,  comp., 3    iv. 

'     Spiritus  vini  gallici, ..." 3      x. 
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Two  drachms  fur  a  dose,  in  a  wine-glass  of  water,  every  two  or  four 
hours. 

The  further  addition  of  alcoholic  poison  having  been  stopped,  the 
objects  of  treatment  are  :  First  to  eliminate  tl}^  poison  already  in  the 
blood.  Second,  To  control  its  effects  Third,  To  favor  convalescence. 
To  promote  elimination  by  the  skin  and  kidneys,  the  following  mixture 
is  given : 

Spiritus  aetheris  nitrosi,  liquoris  ammonieeacetatis',  sing.,  3  v. 
Soda  phosphatis,  s^>d8e  et  potassa  tartratis,  sing.,  3  v. 
Aqua  ad., 3  xx.     M 

Two  ounces  every  four  hours,  two  hours  before  m^ als. 

A  colocynth  and  hyoscyamus  pill,  with  from  ^  grain  to  a  grain  of 
the  acetic  extract  of  colchicum  is  given,  should  an  active  purge  be  in- 
dicated. To  control  the  effects  of  the  poison  two  drachms  of  the 
following  are  to  be  taken  every  four  hours,  one  hour  before  food,  in  a 
large  wine-glassful  of  water  :  Ten  drachms  of  dilute  ^phosphoric  acid, 
with  twenty  drachms  of  tincture  of  hops.  To  induce  sleep,  the  sub- 
joined draught  is  ordered  : 

5     TinctursB  cannabis, M.  xxx.  ad  Ix. 

Liqoris  morphiae  acetatis, M.    xv.  ad  Ix. 

Spiritus  aetheris  nitrici, 3    i. 

Aquae  pimentii, ad   3  ij.»    M 

This  medication  is  pursued  until  convalescence  is  established,  when 
the  tonic  regimen  is  strictly  enforced,  including  pure  air,  good  food,  cold 
bathing,  with  zinc  and  iron  as  blood  tonics. —  Chicago  Medical  Journal^ 
December,  1869. 


A  Uterine  Polypus  Removed  with  the  Aid  of  Ergot. — Mrs.  A., 
aged  about  forty  years,  married  to  her  second  husband.  Had  never 
borne  any  children,  but  at  the  time  above  mentioned  had  some  prominent 
symptoms  of  pregnancy.  She  had  uterine  hemorrhage,  and  was 
supposed  to  be  threatened  with  an  abortion  when  I  was  consulted.  An 
examination  of  her  vagina  revealed  a  dilatable  os  tinea?,  and  a  tumor 
within  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  very  nearly  the  form  and  size  of  a  foetal 
head  at  six  or  seven  months  (judging  from  the  part  presenting  and 
within  the  reach  of  the  fingers).  Not  being  satisfied,  at  this  time,  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  case,  I  administered  internal  styptics,  and  succeeded  in 
controlling  the  hemorrhage  for  the   present,  and  the  patient  got  along 
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very  comfortably  for  several  weeks;  but  the  hemorrhage  returned 
several  times  during  the  summer,  with  varied  severity,  and  finally,  in 
December,  1857,  a  more  violent  attack  than  usual  came  on,  which  did 
not  yield  to  the  ordinary  treatment.  I  then  administered  ergot  in 
repeated  doses,  which  not  only  controlled  the  hemorrhage  immediately, 
but  in  a  few  hours,  forced  the  tumor  through  the  os  externum.  It  was 
then  discovered  that  the  tumor  was  attached  to  the  fundus,  had  dragged 
it  down  with  it,  and  thus  partially  inverted  the  uterus.  The  tumor  was 
fibrinous,  pear  shaped,  with  a  short  neck,  and  thin  near  the  place  where 
it  originated.  With  the  assistance  of  my  friend.  Dr.  L.  M.  Andrews, 
we  placed  a  ligature  around  the  neck,  and  removed  the  tumor  with  a 
knife.  The  uterus  immediately  returned  to  its  natural  position.  The 
ligature  was  withdrawn  in  a  few  days,  and  the  patient  recovered  with- 
out any  serious  difficulty.  The  weight  of  the  tumor  was  two  and  three- 
fourth  ounces. — (R.  F.  Henry,  of  Princeville,  111.,  in  Chicago  Med, 
Journal, — Leavenioorth  Medical  Herald,  January,  1870.  ^ 


Intermittent  Fever  Successfully  Treated  by  thj?  Iodide  of 
Potassium. — Dr.  S.  L.  Abbot  records  (Boston  Med.  and  Surg,  Journ,) 
a  case  of  this ;  a  young  man  who  had  repeated  attacks  of  intermittent 
fever.  During  his  last  attack  "  the  chills  had  recurred  daily,  and  the 
patient  had  suffered  much  from  almost  constant  deep-seated  pains  of 
a  rheumatic  character,  mostly  in  the  chest  and  arms,  which  were  most 
severe  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day  and  at  night,  sometimes  seriously 
disturbing  sleep.  There  was  some  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the 
spleen,  but  no  enlargement  of  that  organ  could  be  felt.  Appetite  much 
impaired.  ^ — Potass,  iodid.,  gr.  v.;  Fl.  ext.  quassiae,  f.  3  ss  before 
each  meal. 

"  I^ay  18.  Patient  reported  that  he  commenced  the  use  of  the  medicine 
on  the  14th.  On  the  evening  of  that  day  he  had  a  severe  chill,  which 
lasted  two  hours,  and  was  followed  by  fever  and  profuse  sweating,  as 
usual.  On  the  15th  he  had  another  attack,  but  much  less  severe.  There 
had  been  no  recurrence  since.  The  appetite  was  improving ;  the  bowels 
were  regular,  and  the  patient  felt  much  better  generally.  Directed  to 
continue  the  medicine  until  the  21st,  when  the  evening  dose  to  be 
omitted. 

"  June  3.  No  chill  since  last  report.  Appetite  said  to  be  '  enormous,' 
'  better  than  for  three  years.'  Patient  says,  '  the  medicine  killed  the 
ague  in  just  two  days.'  The  pain  in  the  bones  ceased  after  the  third 
day.     It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  d^-iring  the  present,  attack,  before  ap 
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plying  for  medical  advice,  the  patient  had  taken  quinia  in  large  quantities, 
sometimes  taking  as  much  as  twenty- four  grains  in  a  day,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  directions  previously  received  from  the  physician 
who  formerly  attended  him,  but  with  the  least  benefit." — Druggists^ 
Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette,  January,  1870. 


PuRiTus  VuLv.E. — A  Jewess,  thirty  years  old,  stout,  and  the  mother 
of  ^ya  children.  The  usual  remedies  were  of  no  avail,  and  the  intole- 
rable itching  continued,  to  her  great  annoyance.  There  was  ordered  a 
wash  for  the  parts,  and  for  an  injection  into  the  vagina,  of  biborate  of 
soda  5  i,  gum  camphor  3  i,  ol  gaultherioe  gtt.  xxx,  boiling  water,  one 
quart ;  when  cool  it  was  to  pass  through  a  cloth.  It  was  to  be  used 
cold,  and  repeated  several  times  a  day.  It  had  for  a  time  the  desired 
effect.  Dr.  J.  desired  to  know  if  there  was  any  remedy  more  to  be  re- 
lief on  in  these  cases. 

Dr.  Storer  found  it  necessary  to  adapt  the  application  to  the  circum- 
stances of  each  individual  case.  He  had  long  given  great  comfort  by 
Oldham's  ointment  of  hydrocyanic  acid  and  acetate  of  lead  with  cocoa 
butter. 

Dr.  Garratt,  in  ignorance  of  Oldham's  formula,  had  been  in  the  h&bit 
of  prescribing  one  very  similar, — two  parts  of  Goulard's  extract  to  one 
of  Scheele's  hydrocyanic  acid,  and  twelve  of  water. 

The  Secretary  read  a  most  admirable  letter  from  Dr.  E.  A.  Perkins, 
o\  Boston,  it  being  his  application  as  a  candidate  lor  Active  Member- 
"ship. — Jour,  of  the  GynoecoVl  Soc. — Nashville  Jour,  of  Med,  and  Surg,, 
December,  1869. 


Iodine  as  a  Specific  in  Intermittent  Fever. — Certain  forms  of 
intermittent  fever  were  subjected  by  Professor  Willebrand  of  Helsing- 
fors,  to  the  iodine  treatment,  with  remarkable  results.  5*  lodinii, 
gramme  j.  Potass.  lodidi  grammes  ij.  aq.  distil.,  grammes,  x.  M.  Sig. 
— Five  drops  given  in  water  every  two  hours.  Iodide  of  iron  was 
given  in  doses  of  ten  centigrammes,  four  times  a  day,  for  the  paludal 
cachexia  and  the  anaemia  consequent  on  intermittent  fever.  The  author 
believes  that  iodine  has  perhaps  an  advantage  over  quinine  in  this  regard, 
that  after  intermittents  are  cured  by  the  former,  relapses  are  less  liable 
to  occur' than  when  cured  by  the  latter. — Archives  Oenerales. 

We  treated  a  girl  twelve  years  old,  by  prescribing  quin.  dragees; 
these  had  their  effect,  but  the  patient  disobeying  our  orders  took  the 
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medicine  very  irregularly,  and  the  paroxysms  returned.  We  then 
prescribed  the  sweet  quinine  with  a  like  result — that  is,  no  paroxysm  as 
long  as  the  medicine  was  taken  as  instructed.  Finally  we  resorted  to 
the  iodine  treatment,  but  one  paroxysm  has  occurred  since,  although 
taken  very  irregularly  and  long  since  discontinued  altogether. — Ed,  Phy- 
8icia?i  and  Pharmaceutist, — Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
Dec,  1869. 


Secale  Cornutum  in  Diarrhcea. — November  5,  1868,  Henry  Dug- 
gan  called  at  my  office,  stating  that  his  wife,  set.  32,  had  been  troubled 
with  diarrhoea ;  for  several  days  there  was  considerable  tenesmus ;  she 
had  taken  several  doses  of  castor  oil  with  no  apparent  benefit,  and  as 
she  was  in  the  third  month  of  pregnancy,  was  fearful  of  producing  mis- 
carriage by  using  active  remedies,  i  made  and  put  up  a  prescription 
for  her,  and  by  mistake  he  took  a  two-ounce  vial  of  wine  of  ergot,  ^nd 
gave  it  as  I  directed  him  to  use  the  other,  "  a  half  an  ounce  after  each 
stool."  I  discovered  the  mistake  five  hours  afler,  and  went  at  once  to 
see  her  ;  found  her  quietly  sleeping ;  she  had  taken  three  doses.  After 
waking  her,  she  said  she  felt  better  than  she  had  in  several  days.  I 
have  tried  it  twice  since  with  her,  and  in  three  other  cases  of  diarrhoea 
in  pregnant  females  at  different  stages  of  gestation  with  the  most  hap- 
py results.  Will  some  one  give  it  the  rationale? — W.  J.  IIillis,  M. 
D.,  in  the  Med,  and  Surg.  Reporter. —  The  Cincinnati  Med.  Reporter, 
Dec,  1869. 


Bromide  of  Potassium  for  the  Troubles  of  Teething. — The 
bromide  of  potassi'im  is  highly  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Hoehling,  (5t  Louis 
Medical  Journal)^  and  by  Dr.  Caro,  {^Medical  Record),  as  a  remedy  for 
faulty  nutrition,  irritability  of  the  stomach,  vomiting,  restlessness, 
diarrhoea,  etc,  rt-sulting  from  teething.  From  half  a  grain  to  a  grain 
given  every  hour  or  two,  will  in  a  short  time  of«en  procure  relief  and 
sleep  when  other  means  have  failed.  The  following  is  selected  from 
Dr.  Carols  list  of  twenty  cases.  S.  Fay,  nine  months  old,  has  six  teeth, 
nursed  by  a  healthy  mother.  Afler  fifteen  days  of  diarrhea,  with  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  passages  every  twenty  four  hours,  was  cured  by  a 
mixture  of  one  drachm  of  bromide  of  potassium  in  an  ounce  of  mucilage 
twenty  drops  every  hour.  Dr.  Paro  adds  :  **  1  have  had  fifteen  similar 
cases  in  every  form,  having  been  sick  from  fifteen  to  twenty  days 
before  coming  to  me,  all  treated  and  cured  by  the  bromide  of  potassium.*' 
— Pucific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  December,  18691 
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Nburalgia  and  its  Treatment  by  Electrization. — In  a  paper  con- 
tributed to  the  Medical  Record^  Dra.  Rockwell  and  Beard  give  the  re- 
sults of  their  treatment  of  neuralgias  by  the  Faradiac  current.  Of 
fifty  cases,  twenty-four  recovered ;  eight  approximately  recovered  ;  six 
were  decidedly  benefited ;  seven  temporarily  relieved ;  two  not  bene- 
fited, and  three  temporarily  aggravated.  Some  of  the  cases  were  mild, 
but  the  majority  had  been  vainly  treated  by  medication.  General  elec- 
trization was  employed  in  all  cases,  and  is  considered  far  preferable  to 
the  local  application  of  the  current  In  some  cases  Faradaic  electricjity 
serves  only  to  aggravate  the  pain ;  under  such  circumstances  the  gal- 
vanic current  often  proves  serviceable.  The  instruments  recommended 
are  Dr.  Jerome  Kidder's,  when  Faradaizati<jn  is  desired,  and  Chester's 
air-tight  galvanic  apparatus,  if  the  continuous  current  be  preferable. — 
Pacific  Med.  and  Surg,  Journal y  Dec,  1860. 


DioscoREA  ViLLOSA. — Dr.  C.  T.  Hart,  in  a  communication  on 
Dioscorea  Villosa  (wild  yam,)  to  the  St.  Louis  Med,  and  Surn,  Jour, 
says  that  chemical  experience  is  daily  developing  a  broader  .range  of 
action  for  this  drug;  that  the  dioscorea  is  found  to  act  principally  on 
the  mucous  surfaces,  particularly  when  there  is  pain  resulting  from 
spasmodic  contraction  of  its  muscular  fibres ;  and,  in  cancer  of  the 
stomach,  it  is  an  invaluable  remedy  in  "  soothing  the  pain,  distress  and 
vomiting."  In  no  disease,  probably,  is  any  single  remedy  more  prompt 
and  certain  in  action  than  the  dioscorea  in  bilious  colic.  For  the  pain 
ful  tenesmus  of  dysentery,  he  has  found  it  to  give  prompt  relief,  as  also 
in  dysmenorrhoea  dependent  on  spasmodic  irritaticn  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  uterine  neck.  Dr.  Hart  thinks  the  dioscorea  may  be 
classed  as  anodyne  and  antispasmodic  —  Cal.  Med,  Gaz, — Nashville 
Jour,  of  Med,  and  Surgery ,  Dec,  1S69. 


Recipe  for  Burns. — Make  a  saturated  solution  of  alum  (four  oz.  in 
a  quart  of  hot  water).  Dip  a  cotton  cloth  in  this  solution  and  apply 
immediately  on  the  'burn.  As  soon  as  it  becomes  hot  or  dry,  replace 
it  by  another,  and  continue  doing  so  as  often  as  the  cloth  dries,  which 
at  first  will  be  every  few  minutes.  The  pain  will  immediately  cease ; 
and,  after  twenty-four  hours  of  this  treatment,  the  burn  will  be  healed, 
especially  if  commenced  before  blisters  iare  formed.  The  astringent 
and  drying  qualities  of  the  alum  will  entirely  prevent  their  formation. 
The  deepest  burns,  such  as  those  caused  by  boiling   water,   drops  of 


80  The  Journal  of  Materia  Medica. 

melted  metal,  phosphorus,  gunpowder,  fulminatiog  powder,  etc.,  all 
have  been  cured  hj  this  specific. —  Chicago  Medical  Journal,  December, 
1869. 


Lactic  Acid  in  Croup — g.  Acid  lactici  gtt.  xv  ad  gtt.  xx;  aq.  3 
S8.  M.,  may  be  used  to  advantage  in  croup.  This  quantity  to  be  used 
every  half  hour  with  ah  inhaling  apparatus,  diminishing  the  acid  to  gtt. 
X.  then  to  gtt.  v,  and  inhaling  it  but  every  half  hour  or  two  hours,  when 
the  dyspnoea  decreases,  which  is  said  to  disappear  entirely  in  seven,  ten, 
or  twelve  hours.  Protect  the  eyes  and  face  from  the  vapor.  Dr. 
Weber  prescribes,  besides  this  local  treatment,  the  following  internally  : 
5.  Sodag  ticarb.,  3  ij.  aq.  3  iv.  M.  Sig.  A  tablespoonful  QY^ry 
half  hour,  or  every  hour,  till  the  dyspnoea  disappears. — Med,  Gazette. 
— Med,  BuUetin, —  Chicago  Medical  Journal,  December,  1869. 


Solution  of  Morphia  in  Chloroform. — A  uniform  and  permanent 
combination  of  morphia  and  chloroform  is  obtained  by  dissolving  3  grs. 
of  pure  morphia  in  one  drachm  of  strong  alcohol,  by  the  aid  of  3  drops 
of  the  strongest  acetic  acid  and  gentle  heat,  and  adding,  when  cold,  half 
an  ounce  of  chloroform.  Three  drops  of  this  solution  weigh  one  grain, 
and  30  drops  (10  grains)  correspond  to  one  tenth  of  a  grain  of  morphia, 
it  is  recommended  as  a  remedy  in  toothache,  and,  Avhen  administered 
internally,  is  found  to  obviate  the  disagreeable  concomitent  effects  of 
morphia,  especially  vomiting  and  nausea. — Richmond  and  Louisville 
Med,  Journal,  Sept.,  1869. 

Milk  Diet  in  Disease. — The  quantity  of  milk  for  an  adult  is  four 
pints  daily;  it  is  easily  and  rapidly  digested,  leaving  little  residue 
favoring  diuresis.  Milk  diet,  strictly  followed,  has  been  of  great 
service  in  organic  affections,  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  ulcerations  of  the 
digestive  tube,  and  dropsies. —  Cal,  Med,  Oaz. — Nashville  Journal  of 
Med,  and  Surgery,  Dec.  1869. 

(Taken  hot,  with  a  little  salt  and  pepper,  is  almost  a  cure  for 
dysentery. — Ed,  Nash,  Jour,) 

Lobelia  Inflata. — It  is  stated  that  the  nauseating  and  depressing 
effects  of  lobelia  may  be  counteracted  by  administering  a  few  drops  of 
dilute  hydrocyanic  acid.  It  is  highly  recommended  in  the  treatment 
of  bronchitis  and  asthma. — Richmond  and  Louisville  Medical  Journal,, 
Sept,  1869. 
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LETTER  TO  CHARLES  E.  STOTT. 


We  desire  to  call  particular  attention  of  our  several  readers  to  the 
letter  to  Mr.  Stott,  on  the  inside  of  cover  of  this  Journal.  Ic  refers  to 
a  matter  of  especial  interest  to  all  phys$icians  who  use  our  Extracts, 
and  is  hoped  will  serve  the  purpose  both  of  removing  an  erroneous  im- 
pression that  may  have  existed  in  the  minds  of  some,  and  of  conveying 
information  regarding  the  processes  of  our  Laboratory. 


-♦-♦' 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


(( 


(; 


We  add  the  following  new  and 

Elixir  Buchu  and  Pareira  Brava. 

Calisaya,  Columbo  <&  Quinia. 
Prptoxide  Iron. 
Iron  &  Manganese.  , 
Cimicifuga. 
Collinsonia. 
Gentian  &  Pyrophosphate  of 

Iron. 
Helonias  Compound.  • 
Iodide  Calcium  &  Protoxide 

Iron. 
Lupulin. 


u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 

u 
u 

it. 


valuable  preparations : 

Elixir  Rhubarb  &  Columbo. 

"      Stillingia  Compound. 

"      Valerianate  Zinc. 
Syrup  Protoxide  Iron  &  Iodide  of 
Lime. 

**      Phosphate  Lime. 
Chlorodyne. 
Quinia  Phosphate. 
Ammonium  Chloride  Granulated. 
Acid  Lactic. 

Acid  Phosphoric,  dil.  U.  S.  P. 
Zinc  Chloride  Granulated. 


■♦  •- 


BROMIDE   OF   POTASSIUM   IN    PUERPERAL 

CONVULSIONS. 


Choctaw,  Douglas  Co.,  III.,  Nov.  28,  1869. 

Messrs.  Editors  of  Journal  : 

» 

Being  called  to  a  very  serious  case  of  puerperal  convulsions,  1 
concluded  to  test  the  power  of  that  valuable  drug,  the  Bromide  of 
Potassium.  I  at  once  formed  a  solution  of  it  (in  water)  so  that  gr.  20 
would  be  given,  when  one  tablespoonful  of  the  solution  was  administered. 
The  above  dose  was  ordered  every  20  minutes,  until  three  doses  had 
been  taken,  after  which  it  was  exhibited  every  hour.     I  must  say  it 
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surpassed  my  most  sanguine  expectations.  For  three  hours  after  the  first 
dose  had  been  administered  the  patient  was  convalescent.  Through  your 
valuable  Journal,  I  would  recommend  that  the  profession  give  it  a  "  fair 

*"*^-"  A.  C.  WILLIAMS. 


<  •  ^  •  I- 


A  CASE  OF  HEMIPI^EGIA. 


BY  DR.  E.  M.  TURNER,  OSSEO,  MICH. 


Mrs.  M :  Clinical  history.  On  my  arrival  I  found  her  with  com- 
plete paralysis  of  the  left  lateral  side  of  her  body.  Blind  in  left  eye. 
She  was  void  of  all  motion  and  sensation  in  the  paralyzed  side.  Mouth 
drawn  to  the  right  bide  of  her  face.  Articulation  was  difficult.  She 
was  plethoric  with  a  tendency  to  cerebral  plethory,  and  a  short  thick  neck. 

Pathological  character.  Slight  extravasion  of  blood  in  the  substance 
of  the  brain,  from  congestion  of  the  cerebral  vessels. 

Causation.     Change  of  li(e,  over  exertion  and  excitement. 

Treatment.  'The  treatment  consisted  of  sinapism,  emplastum  can- 
tharides,  warm  pedaluvia,  and 

3      Podophy llin •'  •  •  g^-  i- 

Oleum  Tiglii gtt  ii. 

Fiat  Pil.  No.  1 . 

The  sinapism  was  applied  the  whole  length  of  the  spine,  and  was 
allowed  to  remain  until  the  skin  was  red  and  then  removed.  I  then 
prepared  an  emplastrum  cantharides  six  by  eight.  Applied  it  to  the 
nap  of  her  neck  and  spine  as  far  down  as  it  would  reach.  I  moved  her 
bowels  as  quick  as  possible  with  the  above  named  pill. 

At  the  end  of  twelve  hours  she  was  able  to  walk  about  the  house 
quite  well — the  blindness  of  left  eye  was  gone. 

I  next  ordered  Sol.  Ext.  Belladonna  gr.  \.  to  be  given  4  times  a  day, 
and 

5     lodid.  Potass 3  i. 

Aqua  Distillata §  iss. 

Fiat  Mist. 

S. — Teaspoonful  3  times  a  day. 

The  blistered  surface  was  kept  discharging  for  one  week.  I  directed 
her  to  use  electricity.     At  the  end  of  four  weeks  she  was  well. 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  J^ames,  Town, 
Counti/  and  State,  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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SYMPLOCARPUS  FGETIDUS. 

{Skunk  Cabbage,) 


BY   JOSEPH  BATES,    M.  D. 


Natural  Okder. — In  the  Linnean  classification  this  plant  will 
be  found  in  class  Tttrandria,  and  order  Monogi/nia. 

This  plant  was  assigned  by  Willdenow,  to  the  genus  Dracontium ; 
by  Michaux  and  Pursh,  to  that  of  Pothos ;  by  Nuttall,  to  Sym- 
j^hcarjms ;  and  by  Bigelow,  to  the  genus  Ictodes,  At  one  time  it 
was  assigned  to  genus  Aram^  with  which,  it  has  not  the  least  af- 
finity.    Eaton  called  it  Fctodes  Fatida. 

Generic  Character. — General  calyx  a  spathe ;  spadix  simple, 
covered  with  flowers;  perianth  corol-like,  deeply  4 parted,  per- 
manent, becoming  thick  and  spongy ;  style,  pyrimid-form,  4-sided ; 
stigma  simple,  minute ;  berries  globose,  2-seeded,  inclosed  in,  the 
spongy  spadix-receptacla 

Specific  Character. — Flowers  break  from  the  ground  in 
April,  of  a  dark  purple  color ;  r6ot  perennial ;  stemless ;  leaves 
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radical,  heart-ovate,  very  large ;  spadix  supporting  the  flowers  in 
a  sub-globose  head.     Odor  resembles  that  of  the  skunk. 

Popular  Name. — Skunk-weed,  Pole-cat-weed,  Skunk  cab- 
6age ;  also  Meadow  cabbage. 

Dr.  Bigelow  observes,  v.  2,  p.  45  : — "  The  offensive  and  powerful 
odor  which  characterizes  this  plant  is  not  peculiar  to  it.  The  fruit 
of  some  of  the  North  American  currants,  and  particularly  Ribes 
ringenSj  of  Michaux,  a  species  often  met  wiih  on  the  high 
mountains  of  the  Eastern  States,  emits,  when  bruised,  scent  exactly 
similar  to  this  vegetable." 

Habitat. — This  plant  is  indigenous  in  this  country,  growing 
abundantly  in  the  middle  and  northern  parts  of  the  United  States, 
in  swamps  and  moist  meadows. 

History. — This  plant  has  not  been  employed  very  extensively 
by  the  profession,  though  in  domestic  practice,  valuable  properties 
have  been  ascribed  to  it  in  some  localities.  Schoepf  first  announced 
its  medicinal  powers  as  being  expectorant,  stimulating  and  incisive  ; 
others  have  assigned  to  it  additional  virtues. 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Cutler,  some  years  ago,  drew  attention  to  its  anti- 
spasmodic  virtues.  Drs.  Eberle  and  Thacher  entertained  high 
opinions  of  this  remedy,  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases. 

Properties, — Stimulant,  anti-spasmodic,  expectorant,  slightly 
narcotic,  and  emetic.     Locally,  it  acts  as  an  irritant. 

Eemedial  Employment. — Asthma,  *'  The  sensible  properties 
of  this  plant  (as  Dr.  Bigelow. observes),  having  a  strong  affinity 
with  those  of  assafoetida  and  the  other  foetid  gums,  practitioners 
have  been  led  to  expect  from  it  a  similar  anti-spasmodic  power. 
Experience  has  justified  these  expectations  in  a  variety  of  disorders 
of  the  spasmodic  ^nd  nervous  kind. " 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Cutler,  of  Massachusetts,  was  the  first  who 
recommended  the  employment  of  this  agent  in  the  treatment  of 
asthma.  Dr.  Cutler  had  suffered  much  from  this  disease,  in  his 
own  person,  and  found  relief  by  using  liberally,  the  root  of  this 
plant.  In  his  account  of  indigenous  vegetables,  as  quoted  by  Dr. 
Bigelow,  he  tells  us  that  the  roots  dried  and  powdered  form  an 
excellent  remedy  in  asthma,  and  often  give  relief  when  other  means 
prove  ineffectual.     He  states,  that  he  made  use  of  it  in  his  own 
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case  of  asthma  for  several  years,  and  generally  found  relief  In 
the  winter  he  used  the  dried  root  in  powder,  and  in  summer  the 
fresh  grated  root  He  represents  it  as  affording  more  relief  than 
any  other  remedy,  so  long  as  the  paroxysms  remained  under  the 
influence  of  any  medicine.  This  plant  may  be  given,  he  says,  with 
safety  to  children,  as  well  as  adults;  to  the  former  in  doses  of  four, 
five  or  six  grains,  and  to  the  latter  in  doses  of  twenty  grains  and 
upward.  Since  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Cutler,  many  country 
physicians,  says  Bigelow,  have  employed  the  root  in  this  malady 
with  evident  benefit  Asthma  is  frequently  complicat3d  with 
other  affections,  and  may  require  the.  use  of  various  remedies.  It 
is  in  cases  of  spasmodic  asthma  thkt  s^mplocarpus  foetid  us  will 
be  found  to  achieve  its  greatest  triumphs.  Frequently,  by  employ- 
ing this  agent  in  conjunction  with  lobelia  inflata,  or  with  datura 
stramonium,  decided  relief  will  be  obtained.  In  other  cases,  it 
will  be  found  useful  to  alternate  this  remedy  with  iodide  of  potas- 
sium, or  with  silphium  gummiferum.  The  latter  remedy  has  been 
I  highly  lauded  of  late,  for  the  cure  of  this  malady,  and,  also,  for 

the  cure  of  the  heaves  in  horses.  Evidence  is  not  meager,  proving 
the  utility  of  this  agent  in  the  treatment  of  asthma.  The  author 
has  been  conver-^ant  with  the  ifse  of  symplocarjjus  for  years,  and 
readily  gives  his  evidence  in  favor  of  its  employment  in  this  very 
harassing  diseasa 

Chroxic  Catarrh. — Dr.  Bigelow  remarks  that  many  physi- 
cians have  employed  the  root  of  this  plant  in  catarrh  and  chronic 
•coughs  with  evident  benefit  He  observes,  that  a  number  of  cases 
have  fallen  under  his  own  observation  of  the  catarrh  aff'ections  of 
old  people,  in  which  a  syrup  prepared  from  the  root  in  substance, 
has  alleviated  and  removed  the  complaint 

Eberle,  as  quoted  by  Still(j,  says,  that  in  chronic  cough,  attended 
with  a  cold,  phlegmatic  habit  of  body,  he  employed  it  with  the 
most  decided  benefit  Cases  may  occur  in  which  the  use  of  mu- 
riate of  ammonia,  alternated  with  svmplocarpus,  will  be  found 
beneficial. 

Hysteria. — This  agent  has  been  highly  recommended  in  the 
treatment  of  hysteria  Dr.  Thacher  informs  us  on  various  author- 
ities, that  the  powdered  root  has  given  immediate  relief  in  hysteric 
paroxysm.     A  remedy  is  of  no  less  value,  nor  the  reports  of  cases 
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successful! J  treated  any  the  less  interesting  to  the  physician,  be- 
cause many  years  have  intervened  since  the  announcement  of  such 
an  agent,  or  the  writing  of  such  a  'report  Dr.  Thacher  recom- 
mends an  antispasmodic  clyster  of  the  infusion  of  skunk  cabbage^. 
as  beneficial  in  this  aflfection.  When  this  class  of  patients  is 
afflicted  with  cramps,  Dr.  T. — advises  that  the  feet  should  be  im- 
mersed in  warm  water,  but  when  the  spasms  are  violent,  and  or 
some  duration,  we  must  have  recourse  to  opiates,  skunk  cabbage, 
nether,  and  camphor,  internally,  and  the  warm  bath,  and  frictions 
with  anodyne  liniments,  externally.  Dr.  Thacher  observes,  p.. 
599  :  "It  is  with  much  satisfac'tion  that  I  introduce  on  this  occasion 
a  domestic  medicine,  the  valuable  properties  of  which  are  not. 
generally  understood :  the  skunk  cabbage,  (pothus  fcetida).  I  cai> 
assert  from  my  own  recent  experience ;  and  from  trials  in  the  hands - 
of  others,  that  it  has  displayed  anti-spasmodic  powers,  surpassing 
most  other  medicines  of  that  class.,  In  several  cases  of  obstinate 
hysteria  and  convulsions,  this  medicine  alone  has  effected  permanent 
cures,  or  afforded  essential  relief  It  is  free  from  the  heating  and 
constipating  qualities  of  opium,  and  the  vast  expense  of  musk, 
and  may  be  given  to  any  extent  without  producing  unpleasant 
effects.  The  proper  dose  of  the  dried  root  in  powder,  is  half  a 
drachm  thrice  in  a  day,  or  of  a  strong  infusion,  a  tablespoonfnl 
every  two  or  three  hours.  During  every  stage  of  nervous  and 
hysteric  complaints,  and  in  cramps  and  spasms,  this  medicine  is 
strongly  recommended  as  a  valuable  substitute  for  the  various  anti- 
spasmodic remedies  commonly  employed.  A  young  woman  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  was  harrassed  by  .severe  convulsive  and 
hysteric  paroxysms,  almost  incessantly,  insomuch  that  her  friends 
estimated  the  number  at  seven  hundred  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks ;  her  abdomen  was  remarkably  tumified  and  tense,  and  there - 
was  a  singular  bloatedness  of  the  whole  surface  of  her  body,  and 
the  slightest  touch  would  occasion  intolerable  pain.  At  length  her 
extremities  became  rigid  and  immovable,  and  her  jaw  was  so 
completely  locked,  that  she  was  unable  to  articulate,  and  liquids 
could  only  be  introduced  through  the  vacuity  of  a  lost  tooth.' 
She  had  been  treated  with  a  variety  of  antispasmodic  and  other 
medicines,  by  an  experienced  physician,  without  relief.  Having- 
prepared  a  strong  infusion  of  the  dried  root  of  skunk  cabbage,  1 
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directed  half  a  teacup  fall  to  be  given  every  few  hours,  without 
.any  other  medicine;  the  favorable  effects  of  which  were  soon  ob- 
servable, and  by  persisting  in  the  use  of  it  about  ten  days,  the 
muscular  contractions  were  removed,  the  jaw  was  relaxed,  and  her 
faculty  of  speech  and  swallowing,  with  the  use  of  all  her  limbs 
were  completely  restored.  Another  young  woman  had  been  ex- 
ercised with  the  most  distressing  paroxysms  of  hysteria  for  several 
•days,  without  obtaining  relief  by  the  medicines  prescribed ;  when 
the  skunk  cabbage  infusion  was  so  successfully  directed,  that  her 
fits  were  immediately  arrested,  and  in  a  few  days  a  cure  was  com- 
pletely effected. 

A  brother  of  this  patient  was  seized  with  violent  convulsions  of 
"the  whole  body,  in  consequence  of  a  cut  on  his  foot ;  the  skunk 
cabbage  was  administered,  and  he  was  speedily  restored  to  perfect 
health.  Since  writing  the  above,  a  woman  was  affected  with 
violent  spasmodic  pains,  twenty  four  hours  after  parturition  ;  six 
•doses  of  skunk  cabbage  entirely  removed  the  complaint." 

Edwards  and  Yavaseur  remark,  that  in  spasmodic  affections  of 
the  abdominal  muscles,  during  parturition,  or  after  delivery 
-this  root  has  proved  very  beneficial.  The  United  States  Dis- 
jpensary  alludes  to  its  employment  in  this  malady  as  beneficial. 

Chorea. — This  malady  is  frequently  associated  with  other  disr 
orders,  which  give  character  to  its  intensity,  duration,  and  treatment. 
In  females  it  is  often  complicated  with  chlorosis,  retention  or  sup- 
pression of  the  mense&,  anaemia,  hysteria;  and  in  males  with 
rheumatism,  paralysis,  diseases  of  the  head,  and  dropsical  effusions 
in  the  serous  cavities.  Numerous  remedies  have  been  recommended 
for  the  cure  of  this  malady,  no  one  of  which  will  be  found  efiicient 
iin  every  form  of  this  complaint.  Cases  requiring  anti-spasmodics, 
will  respond  ^-s  readily  to  the  employment  of  skunk  cabbage,  as  to 
any  other  agent  of  that  class.  Of  the  anti  spcsmodics,  in  this 
•affection,  Dr.  Thacher  remarks,  that  the  tincture  of  castor,  two 
drachms  three  times  a  day,  or  a  strong  infusion  of  the  root  of 
«kunk  cabbage,  freely  taken,  will  answer  the  views  of  the  prescribes 
Fowler  s  arsenical  solution,  alternated  with  symplocarpus,  will  be 
found  effectual  in  many  cases.  Sulphate  of  zinc,  quinine,  and 
many  of  the  ferruginous  preparations  have  had  their  advocates,  and 
very  justly  so,  for  the  cure  of  chorea ;  but  the  employment  of 
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skunk  cabbage,   in   conjunction  with  them,   will,    if  freely   ad- 
ministered, be  found  a  very  valuable  adjuvant 

Whooping-Cough. — Dr.  Thacher,  and  also  Dr.  Heintzelman, 
as  quQted  by  Stills,  state  it  to  be  useful  in  the  spasmodic  stage  of 
whooping-cough.      By  alternating  this  agent  with  doses  of  dilute 
nitric  acid,  or  with  belladonna,  and  continuing  their  use  eight  or 
ten  days,  most  cases  of  this*  malady  will  be  cured. 

Should  there  be  any  objection  to  the  use  of  nitric  acid,  a  strong- 
infusion  of  the  leaves  of  the  castanea  americana,  in  conjunction, 
with  symplocarpus,  will,  in  very  many  cases,  be  found  highly 
efficacious.  If  properly  treated,  this  malady,  in  most  instances,, 
may  be  cured  in  a  few  days 

After  Pains. — Dr.  Thacher  remarks,  speaking  of  the  treat- 
ment of  after  pains : — "  If  spasmodic  affection  be  evident,  the^ 
skunk  cabbage  root  will  afford  the  most  effectual  relief." 

Amenorrhcea. — Dr.  Thacher  observes: — "When  the  com- 
plaint depends  on  spasmodic  constriction  of  the  uterine  vessels,, 
and  is  attended  with  hysterical  symptoms,  the  root  of  skunk 
cabbage,  in  doses  of  one  drachm  of  the  powder,  twice  or  thrice 
daily,  will  probably  afford  the  most  essential  relief." 

.  Coughs. — Dr.  T.  observes: — "When  a  cough  proceeds  entirely 
from  an  affection  of  the  nerves  the  proper  indications  are  to- 
strengthen  the  body  by  means  of  tonics,  as  the  Peruvian  bark, 
thoroughwort,  and  preparations  of  iron,  with  light  nourishing  diet, 
tranquility  of  mind,  and  daily  exercise  on  horseback.  In  this* 
complaint  much  relief  may  be  obtained,  by  the  occasional  use  of 
assafoetida,  one  drachm  of  which  may  be  dissolved  in  two  ounces 
of  cinnamon  water,  and  a  tablespoonful  taken  three  times  a  day.. 
But  the  root  of  pothos  foetida,  or  skunk  cabbage,  will,  in  most, 
instances  of  this  description,  prove  a  more  pleasant,  as  well  as  a 
Mfliore  efficacious  remedy.  This  root  may  be  taken  either  in  powder 
to  the  extent  of  half  a  drachm  three  times  a  day,  or  in  the  form  of 
infusion,  as  most  agreeable  to  the  patient"  Many  cough  mixtures^ 
would  be  greatly  improved  by  using  this  agent  freely  as  one  of  the- 
ingredients. 

Typhus  Fever. — Dr.  Thacher,  in  his  treatise  on  this  disease,. 
observes*: — ''When  the  patient  is  much  affected  with   subsultus; 
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tendinum,  it  has  been  usual  to  administer  musk,  castor,  camphor, 
and  by  some  sal.  succini ;  each  of  these  may  in  some  instances 
prove  useful,  and  when  given  to  the  extent  of  twenty  grains, 
musk  often  has  a  powerful  effect  as  an  anti-spasmodic.  But,  "  says 
he,"  I  should  repose  equal  confidence  in  the  virtues  of  the  root  of 
a  domestic  plant,  pothos  foetida,  or  skunk  cabbage,  as  an  anti- 
spasmodic, destitute  of  heating  properties,  and  well  calculated  to 
diminish  nervous  irritation  and  subsultus  tendinum."  If  this  fact 
has  been  established,  it  matters  not  by  whom  or  when,  the  fact  re- 
mains the  same,  and  symplocarpus  must  be  held  in  high  estimation, 
in  certain  stages  of  typhus  fever  for  arresting  some  of  its  most 
harassing  symptoms. 

Convulsions  of  Children  During  Dentition. — Dr.  James 
Thacher,  in  his  practice  of  medicine,  p.  739,  in  treating  of  diseases 
of  children  during  dentition,  particularly  convulsions,  observes: — 
"We  may  farther  attempt  to  lessen  the  irritability  of  the  system 
by  antispasmodics,  as  assafoetida,  castor,  and  valerian ;  or  what  is 
still  more  efficacious,  the  pothos  foutida,  or  skunk  cabbage.  A 
strong  infusion  of  the  root  of  this  domestic  plant  may  be  given  in 
doses  of  a  large  spoonful  every  few  hours,  until  relief  be  obtained.** 

Not  long  since  the  author  was  summoned  to  attend  a  child 

afflicted  with  convulsions ;  the  little  patient  had  eight  in  the  course 

of  twelve  hours,  and  each  paroxysm  growing  more  severe   and 

alarnning,  the  usual  remedies  were  administered  to  no  purpose ; 

bromide  potassium  in  liberal  doses  was  used  without  the  least 

bene:fit    A  strong  infusion  of  the  pulverized  root  was  administered 

and  there  was  no  more  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms.     This  was 

oidered  to  be  given  whenever  any  intimation  of  recurrence  should 

appear,  and  was  continued  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  hours,   for 

thirty-six  hours,  after  which  time,  very  little,  if  any  medicine  was 

required.     The  most  eligible  mode  of  administration  of  this  agent, 

is  doubtless  the  fluid  extract     It  may  be  associated  to  advantage 

with  ether  or  chlorofonii.     Other  diseases  have  been  mentioned  by 

authors, 'for  which  this  plant  has  been  beneficially  administered. 

In  all  cases,  in  which  anti-spasmodics  are  plainly  indicated,  skunk 

cabbage  may  be  administered  with  impunity.      Convulsions  have 

frequently  yielded  to  a  combination  of  opium  and  symplocarpus 

foetidus,  in  cases  where  opium  alone  had  previously   been   ad- 
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ministered  to  little  if  any  effect  Opium;  in  cases  where  the  con- 
vulsions arise  from  disturbance  of  the  brain,  may  even  aggravate 
the  disease,  and  jeopardize  the  safety  of  the  patient.  No  such^ 
allegation  can,  in  truth,  be  brought  against  the  employment  of  this 
remedj^ 

PREPARATIONS. 

FJuici  Extract        -         -  Dose  20  to  80  drops. 

TINCTURE   OF  SKUNK   CABBAGE. 

Fluid  Extract  -         -         -  Three  Ounces. 

Diluted  Alcohol  -         -         -      One  Pint. 

Dose,  half  to  one  dram. 

INFUSION  OF  SKUNK  CABBAGE. 

'  Fluid  Extract        -         -         -         -       .  One  Ounce. 
Water One  Pint. 

Dose,  one  to  two  ounces. 

SYRUP   OF   SKUNK   CABBAGE. 

Fluid  Extract        ....      Two  Ounces. ' 
Syrup Eight  Ounces. 

Dose,  two  to  three  drams. 

COMPOUND   TINCTURE   OF   SKUNK   CABBAGE. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Skunk  cabbage 

-     One  Ounce. 

u 

u 

"    Lobelia    - 

a             u 

{C 

u 

"     Bloodroot     - 

• 

u 

'i 

"     Pleurisy  Eoot 

U                    44 

{( 

u 

"     Ginger 

u             a 

Water 

- 

- 

One  Pint 

Alcohol 

.         -         .         -         . 

Three  Pints. 

Dose,  two  to  four  drains,  in  croup,  cough,  asthma,  &c.,  to  promote 
expectoration  and  remove  tightness  across  the  chest 


\ 


Lee — On  the  Poisonous  Properties  of  Absinthe.  41 

ON  THE  POISONOUS  PROPERTIES  OF  ABSINTHE. 


BY   CHARLES  A.  LEE,    M.  D. 


The  Artemesia  Absinthium^  or  common  worm-wood^  was  known 
to  Hippocrates  and  Dioscorides,  and  is  one  of  the  few  medicinal 
plants  mentioned  in  the  Old  Testament  Its  chemical  composition, 
according  to  the  latest  authorities,  is  : — 1.  A  green  vO'Utih  oil) 
having  the  odor  of  worm-wood,  {OL  Absinthii).  2.  A  bitter  princi- 
ple^ {Absinthine).  And  3.  An  aci'l^  {Absinthic  Acid)  Salt  of 
zvorm-ivood  is  the  impure  carbonate  of  potash,  obtained  by  incine- 
rating the  plant 

Its  ordinary  therapeutic  uses  are  those  of  a  pure  bitter  tonic, 
given  in  infusion  or  decoction ;  mostly  employed  in  epilpsy^  atonic 
dyspepsia  and  intermitt-nts.  It  is  al^o  recommended  in  scrofula^ 
chlorosis^  jaundice  and  dropsy]  also,  as  an  anihehniniic. 

It  is  no  doubt  a  very  useful  remedy,  in  proper  doses,  in  the 
above  forms,  in  cases  wh^re  the  appetite  is  feeble  and  the  digestion 
impaired ;  where  there  is  no  initation  or  inflammation  of  the  gastro- 
intestinal mucous  membrane,  or  other  organic  changes.  I  have, 
however  seen  sach  injurious  and  poisonous  effects  produced  by 
the  alcoholic  tincture  of  the  plant  which  takes  up  the  volatile  oil,  the 
acid,  and  the  bitter  principle,  as  well  as  its  distilled  water,  that  I 
deem  it  important  to  call  ,the  attention  of  the  prolession  to  the 
subject 

Tfiis  preparation,  which  goes  under  the  name  of  absinthe  swpe, 
Eau  d!  Absinthe^  and  is  taken  so  generally  in  France  and  Switzerland, 
mixed  with  a  little  water,  before  or  after  meals,  as  a  stomachic 
tonic,  is  possessed  of  very  active,  poisonous  properties;  and,  I 
believe,  from  cases  which  have  come  under  my  observation,  has  not 
unfrequently  proven  fatal.  Those  who  have  employed  this  article 
to  any  extent  must  have  noticed  that  in  large  doses  it  excites  the 
general  circulation,  increasing  the  secretions  and  the  activity  of  the 
pulse ;  while  in  still  larger  doses,  it  causes  gastric  pain,  nausea  and 
vomiting:  Headache  and  giddiness,  with  dullness  and  confusion 
of  ideas,  are  also  not  uncommon  symptoms.  These  narcotico- 
acrid  eftects  are  doubtless  chiefly  owing  to  the  essential  oil,  for  they 
are  not  apt  to  occur  when  the  infusion  or  solid  extract  of  the  plant 
are  given.     I  have  known  a  quantity  of  the  essential  oil,  taken  by 
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accident,  produce  convulsions,  insensibility,  lock  jaw  and  foaming 
at  the  mouth.  Whether  the  Ahsinthin  possesses  any  other  proper- 
ties t^an  those  of  a  pure  bitter  tonic,  is  not  certainly  known, 

There  is  something  so  fascinating  m  \hQ  E^lu  d^  Absinthe, ^ih2A> 
those  who  have  once  commenced  its  use  are  rarely  able  to  leave  it 
of£  Its  use  becomes,  indeed,  far  more  imperative  than  that  of  any 
kind  of  alcoholic  liquor.  The  appetite  finally  becomes  entirely 
dependent  on  the  habitual  dose,  without  which,  both  the  desire  for 
food,  as  well  as  the  power  of  digesting  it,  would  be  absent ;  but  in 
the  meantime  it  is  working  most  destructive  and  often  fatal  chan- 
ges in  the  gastric  mucous  membrane.  Its  vessels  become  deeply 
congested ;  its  tissue  hypertrophied  and  softened,  and  chronic  in- 
flammation becomes  permanently  established.  So  vascular  does 
the  gastro  intestinal  membrane  often  become,  that,  from  any  cause 
producing  internal  congestion,  as  the  chill  of  an  intermittent— sud- 
den exposure  to  cold,  &c.,  licEmateme^s^  or  vomiting  of  blood  comes 
on,  which  may  prove  fatal.  Cases  of  this  kind  have  come  within 
my  knowledge,  which,  it  could  not  be  doubted,  were  caused  by 
the  habitual  use  of  "  Absinthe^  This  effect  of  the  article  has  long 
been  known  to  the  profession  in  France,  and  its  use  absolutely 
prohibited  by  some  practitioners ;  and  an  infusion  of  the  leaves,  or 
a  watery  extract  of  the  plant  substituted  in  its  place. 

In  this  connection,  we  may  refer  to  the  recent  experiments  of 
M.  Magnin,  on  Guinea  Pigs  :  To  one  animal  he  administered  four 
grammes  of  strong  brandy,  with  the  natural  result  of  producing 
intoxication  only.  To  another  animal  of  the  same  size  and  species, 
he  gave  pare  and  simple  essence  of  Absinthe,  which  produced  in  a 
short  time  symptoms  of  extreme  suffering.  If  the  dose  was  small, 
it  produced  vertigo  ;  the  animal  hung  down  its  head — evinced  sad- 
ness, and  remained  motionless.  Then  a  trembling  or  shuddering 
came  over  the  anterior  part  of  the  body — gradually  followed  by 
starting  and  twitching  in  the  muscles  of  the  neck.  This  extended, 
by  degrees,  to  the  whole  of  the  anterior  extremities — the  animal  ap- 
pearing as  if  under  the  influence  of  electric  shocks.  Its  fore  legs 
were  stretched  stiffly,  to .  support  the  body ;  while  the  hind  legs 
were  slightly  bent,  as  if  to  seek  a  purchase.  A  larger  dose  induced 
violent  nervous  and  muscular  spasma  Such  symptoms  could  only 
have  resulted  from  a  powerful  narcotico-acrid  stimulant. 
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SULPHITE  OF  SODA. 


BY    OEORGE  KELMER,    M.  D.,  SULLIVAN,    ILL. 
(Read  before  the  iEsculapian  Society  of  Wabash  Valley,  October  28th,  1869.) 


(The  first  part  of  Dr.  Kelmer's  paper  is  occupied  chiefly  with  Prof. 
Polli's  and  Dr.  De  Ricci's  investigations,  and  the  recorded  experiences 
of  several  American  Physicians :  these  observations  are  familiar  to 
reading  physicians,  and  therefore  in  publishing,  we  omit  all  but  the 
Doctors's  own  experience  with  the  agent.) 

In  dyspepsia  its  effioiency  has  been  most  marked,  especially  when 
accompanied  by  flatulence  and  eructation — these  symptoms  being  the 
result,  doubtless,  or  decomposition  and  fermentation  of  foreign  material 
in  the  stomach  itself,  from  one  or  more  causes.  h  may  be  owing  to 
deficiency  of  the  gastric  juice,  the  privation  of  some  of  its  essential 
ingredients,  or  to  a  defective  capacity  of  the  circulatory  or  nervous 
functions  (upon  the  integrity  of  which  the  function  itself  is  greatly  de 
\  pendent) ;  the  contents  of  the  stomach  must  undergo  the  decomposition 

and  fermejitation  which  invariably  occur  with  all  dead  animal  and  all 
vegetable  matter,  when  confined  in  vessels  and  subject  to  the  continued 
influences  of  heat  and  moisture.  To  this  natuVal  operation  are  due  the 
generation  of  gases  which  produce  flatulence,  nausea  and  eructation  of 
food  so  frequent  in  dyspepsia,  and  also  epigastric  pains,  diarrhoea, 
djrsentery,  colic,  hepatic  congestion  and  torpor,  so  frequent  from  the 
presence  of  foreign  masses  thus  retained  and  imparting,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  fatal  and  injurious  ingredients  to  the  blood  by  absorption. 
To  arrest  the  process  of  decomposition  and  fertnentation,  1  have  found 
in  my  practice  no  mean.*)  so  efficient  as  the  sulphite  of  soda.  In  such 
cases  it  acts  as  a  direct  and  powerful  arrestor  and  preventive*of  de 
composition  of  the  food,  and  as  an  illustration  of  its  value,  the  following 
cases  (among  others)  treated  by  the  sulphite  (.f  soda  will  speak  for 
themselves : 

Thomas  F., .  tet.  forty. — Has  been  affected  five  years,  sometimes 
quite  ill,  and  at  other  times  apparently  much  better.  Bowels  inclined 
to  constipation,  but  irregular  in  consequence  of  the  too  free  use  of 
cathartics.  Bowels  seem  quite  sensitive,  and  are  very  susceptible  to 
cathartic  medicines.  Appetite  indiflferent ;  tongue  a  little  coated,  gray- 
ish upon  the  surface,  a  little  reddened  on  the  sides  and  tip ;  skin  rather 
dry;  does  not  sleep  well  at  night ;  has  unpleasant  dreams  of  suffocation 
and  starts  in  his  sleep. 
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Treatment — Cinchona  connp.  and  cardamons  with ,  the  sulphite  of 
soda  in  separate  solutions,  combining  the  two  at  the  time  of  adminis- 
tering. Bathe  the  body  once  per  day  in  a  cold  solution  of  the  sulphite, 
and  use  friction  freely.  Reports  ten  days  afcer.  that  he  feels  much  im- 
proved. Bowels  regular;  skin  improved  in  being  more  moist;  sleep  is 
better  and  more  refreshing.  Continue  the  treatment  for  one  month. 
His  general  appearance  much  improved — seems  entirely  well. 

In  several  instances  in  which  flatulence  was  a  very  prominent  symp- 
tom, one  or  two  doses  of  the  salt  appear  to  have  immediately  arrested 
and  removed  it.  In  all  those  cases  of  "  Ctirc/ior/j/ta,"  where  there  seems 
to  be  an  uneasy  sensation  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  with  great  heat  and 
burning,  sometimes  amounting  to  actual  pain,  and  which  frequently  ex- 
tends up  into  the  throat,  with  difficult  breathing,  vomiting,  coldness  of 
the  extremities,  and  great  restlessness  and  anxiety  accompanying  it. 
And  in  pyrosis  it  acts  like  a  charm,  taken  after  each  meal.  The  sulphite 
of  soda  owes  its  virtues  to  the  fact  that  it  is  decomposed  by  almost  any 
vegetable  acid,  or  by  the  hydrochloric  acid  of  the  stomach,  and  that 
this  decomposition  liberates  sulphurous  acid,  which  has  great  power  to 
prevent  alcoholic  or  acetous  fermentation. 

Its  value  in  erysipelas  I  have  had  the  gratification  of  testing  in  several 
cases.  In  one  case  in  particular,  I  was  most  agreeably  surprised  at  its 
effects. 

The  patient,  a  man  aged  thirty — the  disease  had  attacked  his  right 
hand  and  arm,  extending  almost  to  the  shoulder.  The  hand  and  arm 
were  etiormously  swollen,  tense  and  hatd,  with  one  or  two  patches 
which  assumed  a  decided  gangrenous  character;  pulse  one  hundred  and 
twenty  per  minute ;  respiration  hurried ;  skin  hot  and  dry  ;  tongue  thick- 
ly coated ;  throat  dark  red,  and  tonsils  swollen ;  •  urine  scanty  and  highly 
.colored.  The  patient  was  ordered  three  grains  of  quinine  every  three 
hours,  with  a  teaspoonful  of  the  following,  intermediated  : 

IJ     Sodse  sulphitis, 3  i. 

Ex.  gly cyrhiz 3  i. 

Aquse  font., §  iii.     M 

And  as  a  local  application,  one  ounce  of  the  sulphite  dissolved  in  a  quart 
of  water,  and  applied  to  the  parts  aflected  by  means  of  cotton  batting, 
over  which  a  piece  of  rubber  cloth  was  put  to  prevent  evaporation. 
Beef  tea  allowed  ad  lihitvm  and  free  ventilation  was  strictly  enjoined. 
At  the  expiration  of  twenty  four  hours  there  was  a  marked  improvement 
in  all  the  symptoms.  The  quinine  and  soda  were  continued  at  longer  in- 
tervals, and  in  twelve  days  the  patient  was  convalescent. 
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It  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to  all  cases  of  erysipelas  in  which  I  have 
given  the  soda  a  trial,  as  the  case  mentioned  is  analogous  to  other  cases 
which  have  been  successfully  managed  with  this  salt.  If  any  of  those 
who  have  not  used  the  sulphite  of  soda  will  give  it  a  trial,  both  inter- 
nally and  externally,  they  will  doubtless  come  to  the  conclusion,  as  I  have, 
that  it  is  one  of  the  best  among  all  knojvn  remedies  for  the  control  and 
management  of  er;ysipela!». 

In  tinea  favosa  there  is  no  local  remedy  whose  use  in  my  experience, 
has  been  attended  with  better  and  more  speedy  results — as  the  following 
old  and  inveterate  cases  will  show  : 

Juli  McD.,  age  ten. — Tinea  Capitis  (Favosa).  Has  been  aiilicted 
three  years.  The  back  of  her  head  only  is  affected,  and  in  this  location 
it  resembles  (granulata)  sores,  small,  and  of  about  two  lines  in  diame- 
ter; secretions  feitid;  hair  matted,  forming  large  scabs  over  the  sores. 
General  health  much  affected ;  skin  pale ;  appetite  indifferent;  habit  scrof- 
ulous ;  slight  enlargement  of  cervical  lymphatic  glands,  probably  from 
sympathy  with  the  Tinea. 

Cornelius  Cage,  age  seven.j — ^Tinea  Capitis  (Favosa).  Disease  com- 
menced about  six  months  ago,  by  inoculation  from  a  comb.  At  first 
there  was  only  a  small  pustule,  secreting  an  ichorous  and  fetid  matter. 
From  this  the  disease  extended  to  the  border  of  the  neck  and  forehead, 
with  a  number  of  very  large  tores  upon  the  scalp,  and  the  interspaces 
were  covered  with  thick  heavy  scales  and  sm^ll  scabs ;  the  hair  had 
been  trimmed  off  closely  with  scissors.  Fetor  of  the  part  resembling 
the  urine  of  the  cat.  Lice  and  their  ova  had  collected  in  quantities 
upon  the  head,  and  burrowed  among  the  scabs. 

Joseph  L.,  aged  twelve  years. — Tinea  Capitis.  Had  an  eruption  upon 
the  top  of  the  head,  covering  the  whole  surface  between  the  parietal  pro- 
tuberances, and  extended  from  near  the  forehead  to  the  summit  of  the 
back  of  the  head.  The  eruptions  were  yellowish  with  deadened  base, 
and  contained  a  mucoid  secretion  resembling  honey. 

The  mode  of  treatment  in  all  the  cases  was  as  follows  : 

5     Sodse  sulphitis 3  ss. 

Acid  carbolici  (crys) 3  ss. 

Glycerine |  iss. 

Cerati   simplicis |  ii.     M. 

Ointment  to  be  used  three  times  a  day.  Shave  the  hair  from  the  sores 
and  cleanse  them  with  castile  soap  and  water;  apply  ointment  on  the 
parts ;  cover  with  oil-silk ;  give,  internally,  sulphite  of  soda  in  twenty- 
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five  grain  doses,  in  cinchona  and  cardamon  comp.,  combining  the 
two  at  the  time  of  taking,  three  times  a  day  ;  and  in  from  three  to  four 
weeks  a  permanent  cure  will  be  effected. 

SCABIES. 

1  have  used  it  in  this  class  of  diseases  with  decided  success,  and  it  can 
be  relied  upon  as  a  spet^dy  and  effectual  remedy  in  almost  all  parasitic 
affections  of  the  skin.  I  have  also  nstd  it  in  various  other  cutaneous 
diseases  with  uniform  and  unvarying  success.  And  in  that  condition  of 
the  blood  that  is  manifested  by  the  production  of  numerous  furuncles, 
commonly  known  as  boils,  the  administration  of  sulpite  of  soda,  with 
carminative  tonics,  has  proved  under  my  observation,  a  perfect  and  rapid 
remedy.  In  carbuncles,  I  know,  afler  using  the  following,  that  it  may 
be  relied  upon.  After  a  forced  or  spontaneous  opening  c»f  the  carbun- 
cle, apply  a  solution  on  lint,  of  say, 

^     Soda3  sulphitis 3  ss. 

Acidi  carbolici  (crys) 3  ss. 

Glycerine 3  iii.    M. 

It  is  remarkable  how  rapidly,  under  these  applications,  the  ordinarily 
slow  separation  of  the  necrosed  cellular  tissue  takes  place — the  destruc- 
tive process,  ceases,  and  healthy  granulations  spring  up. 

In  urticaria,  it  has  proven  very  successful  in  subduing  the  worst  forms 
of  this  disease  in  twenty  four  hours.  There  are  a  great  many  other  skin 
diseases  in  which  1  have  found  it  equally  efficient. 

Another  application  of  this  salt  which  I  consider  valuable,, is  in  the 
case  of  infants,  by  whom  thtir  food  (the  mother's  breast  milk)  is  often 
ejected.  A  dose  of  two  to  five  grains  of  sulphite,. in  combination  with 
comp.  cardamon,  sweetened,  has  proved  successful  in  causing  a  retention 
and  assimilation  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  when  administered  soon 
after  imbibition,  thus  greatly  promoting  the  health  of  the  child.  Also  in 
cases  of  children  where  there  is  a  fermented,  swollen  condition  of  the 
bowels,  especially  if  constipated,  the  sulphite  (S  soda  will  remove  the 
difficulty  in  a  short  time. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  sulphit-'.  of  soda,  one  ounce  to  the  quart 
of  water,  makes  one  of  the  best  solutions  that  has  ever  been  discovered 
to  sponge  fhe  body  >vith  in  all  kinds  of  fevers. 

There  are  three  forms  of  this  remedy,  viz  :  The  sulphite,  the  hypo- 
sulphite, and  the  bisulphite.  The  first  of  these  has  been  my  principal 
dependence ;  though  the  others,  when  employed  in  proportionate  quan- 
tities, for  the  supply  of  the  acid  constituent,  are  equally  useful. —  Wes- 
tern Jonrnal  of  Medicine ,  Dec.  1809. 
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THE  ACTION  OF  MERCURY,  PODOPHYLLIN, 
AND  TARAXACUM  ON  THE  BILIARY 

SECRETION. 


The  British  Medical  Journal  contains  the  concluding  pornon  of  the 
highly  interesting  and  important  report  from  the  Edinburg  Committee, 
made  through  their  reporter,  Dr  John  llugheti  Bennet,  on  the  action  of 
mercury,  podophyllin,  and  t  iraxacum  on  the  biliary  secretion.  The 
inquiries  instituted  by  this  committee  occupied  two  years,  and  the 
committee  believe  them  to  be  quite  exhaustive,  and  to  leave  nothing  to 
be  desired. 

The  mode  of  operating  for  biliary  fistulae,  and  of  collecting  the  bile 
is  first  described.  "All  the  operations  wer«  performed,  by  Dr.  W.. 
Rutherford,  who  ultimately  succeeded  in  overcoming  the  great  difficulties 
which  presented  themselves.  The  collection  of  the  bile  for  a  period 
of  at  least  twenty  four  hours  at  a  time  was  consid^'red  incumbent,  to 
insure  accuracy  and  avoid  error. 

L  The  committee  had  not  proceeded  far  with  their  experiments,  before, 

it  became  evident  that  a  preliminary  investigation  was  necessAry  in 
order  to  determine  how  far  dogs  are  capable  of  being  influenced  by 
mercuriafs.  Accordingly  a  number  of  experiments  were  instituted 
to  determine  this  question,  and  the  results  showed  that  on  a  dog  mercury 
has  the  same  action  as  on  man. 

We  omit  the  details  of  the  experiments  of  the  committee  on  several 
dogs  in  which  biliary  fistula)  were  established,  to  determine  the  cho- 
lagogde  action  of  pilula  hydrargyri  and  calomel,  and  quote  the  results 
which  were  arrived  at.  and  which  are  stated  to  be: — 

# 

"1.  Pilula  hydrargyri,  when  given  in  doses  which  did  not  produce 
purgation,  caused  no  increase  of  the  biliary  secretion. 

"2.  Pilula  hydrargyri,  when  given  indc^ses  which  produce  purgation, 
diminishes  the  biliary  secretion. 

"3.  Calomel,  given  in  doses  of  one  twelfth  of  a  grain,  from  six  to 
fourteen  times  a  day,  and  in  doses  of  two  grains  from  tw^o  to  six  times 
a  day,  did  not  produce  purgation  or  increase  of  biliary  secretion. 

"4.  Calomel,  when  given  in  doses  which  produce  purgation, 
diminished  the  biliary  secretion. 

Next  experiments  were  made  on  dogs  with  bilihry  fistula),  to  determine 
the  choUgogue  action  of  corrosive  sublimate,  and  the  results  are  stated 
to  be  the  following  : — 
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"  1.  That  corrosive  sublimate,  when  given  in  small  doses,  gradually 
increased  in  strength,  does  not  augment  the  biliary  secretion,  but  that 
it  diminishes  it  the  moment  the  dose  reaches  a  strength  sufficient  to 
deteriorate  the  general  health. 

"  2  The  corrosive  sublimate  given  in  the  above  method  may 
diminish  ihe  biliary  secretion,  while  it  dot's  not  produce  an  evident 
action  on  the  salivary  glands  and  mouth,  and  without  producing 
purgation. 

"3.  Case  6  show«  that  the  biliary  secretion  is  likewise  diminished 
when  this  drug  is  given  in  a  dose  sufficient  to  produce  purgation." 

The  next  subject  which  engaged  the  attention  of  the  committee  wa» 
the  mode  in  which  the  mercury  caused  a  diminution  of  the  biliary 
secretion  in  dogs.  The  legititimate  conclusion  from  this  experiment^ 
the  committee  state,  "  seems  to  be  that  mercury,  when  administered  so 
as  to  impair  the  general  nutrition,  lessens  the  biliary  secretion  This 
may  result  without  impairment  of  the  appetite ;  but  when  there  is  a 
diminished  consumption  of  food,  the  failure  in  the  biliary  secretion  is. 
all  the  more  marked." 

Before  concluding  the  observations  on  dogs  with  biliary  fistuhv,  the- 
committee  thought  it  would  be  important  to  try  the  cholagogue  influence- 
on  the  liver  of  podophyllin  and  extract  of  taraxacum.,  and  the  following 
are  given  as  the  results  of  their  observations : — 

"  1.  Doses  of  podophyllin,  varying  from  2  to  8  grains,  when  given/ 
to  dogs,  diminish  the  solid  constituents  of  the  bile,  whether  they  produced 
purgation  or  not. 

"2.  Doses  which  produced  purgation  lessened  both  the  fluid  and' 
solid  constituents. 

"  3.  During  an  attack  of  dysentery,  both  the  fluid  and  solid  con- 
stituents of  the  bile  were  greatly  lowered. 

"  4.  Doses  of  the  solid  extract  of  taraxacum,  varying  from  60  to  240 
grains,  aflected  neither  the  biliary  secretion,  the  bowels,  nor  the  general 
health  of  the  animal." 

The  observations  of  the  committee  conclusively  show  that  purgation' 
produced  by  a  variety  of  causes  diminished  both  the  fluid  and  solid 
constituents  of  the  biliary  secretion.  "  Spontaneous  diarrhoea,  dysentery,, 
purgation  produced  by  pilula  hydrargyria  by  calomel,  by  corrosive 
sublimate,  and  by  podophyllin,  always,  diminished  jbhe  solid  constituents 
of  the  bile,  and,  with  one  exception,  the  fluid  portion  of  the  bile  also. 
That  purgation  diminishes  the  biliary  function  of  the  liver,  is  one  of  the. 
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most  important  facts  established  bj  the  committee.  It  is,  however, 
nothing  more  than  might  have  been  expected,  seeing  that  purgation 
drains  the  portal  blood,  from  which  the  bile  is  almost  entirelj  formed.'^ 

The  biliary  secretion  is  in  some  cases  greatly  influenced  by  the  amount 
of  food  taken,  while  in  others  it  is  not.  The  amount  of  bile  secreted 
was  greatly  diminished  by  starvation. 

The  committee  conclude  their  report  with  the  following  remarks : — 

*'  It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the  importance  of  the  results  at 
which  the  committee  have  taken  so  much  pains  to  arrive.  If  the  re- 
futation of  a  wide  spread  error  be  as  important  as  the  establishment 
of  a  new  truth,  the  practical  advantage  of  demonstrating  that  mercury 
is  not  a  cholagogue  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated.  Although  in  recent 
times  the  administration  of  mercurials  for  hepatic  diseases  has  greatly 
diminished,  their  employment  is  still  y^ry  general,  and  in  India  almost 
universal.  Kecent  cases  demonstrate  that  long  continued  salivation  and 
great  loss  of  health  have  beeh  produced  in  the  attempt  to  remove  old 
abscesses  or  other  chronic  diseases  of  this  organ,  and  there  are  iew  of  its 
lesions  in  which  it  is  still  not  thought  advisable  t)  try  small  or  full 
doses  of  the  drug. 

On  this  subject  it   is   unnecessary  tg  dwell  at  present.     The    real 
question  is,  whether  the  evidence  is  satisfactory,  or  whether  further  re- 
searches are  necessary.     On  this  and  many  other  topics  connected  with 
therapeutics,  what  we  require  are  not  unfounded  assumptions  and  vague-, 
speculations,  but  positive  knowledge,   based  on  unquestionable   data.. 
These  we  have  furnished,  and  consider  them  amply   sufficient  to  de- 
monstrate the  fallacy  of  the  opinion  everywhere  prevalent  as  to  the^ 
cholagogue  action  of  mercury." — Am,  Jour,  of  Med,  Sciences, — Leaven-^- 
worth  Med,  Herald, 


I  •  ^  »■»- 


INTERMITTENT  FEVER  SUCCESSFULLY  TREAT- 
ED BY  THE  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM  AFTER 

QUININE  HAD  FAILED. 


BY   8.  L.  ABBOTT,   M.  D. 


May  13th,  1869.  E.  S.  D.,  law  student,  aged  26.  Applied  for 
treatment  for  intermittent  fever,  from  which  he  had  been  suffering  since 
the  first  week  in  April.  The  patient  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  had 
had  several  previous  attacks.  On  one  occasion  he  had  been  treated 
successfully  by  an  eminent  practitioner  of  this  city  with  sulphate  of 
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<quinine.  At  that  time  he  had  taken  the  drug  ineffectuallj  for  some 
time,  in  considerable  quantities,  nnt  understanding  the  proper  method 
of  employing  it.  He  was  speedily  relieved  by  large  doses  taken  with 
the  proper  interval  of  time  before  the  period  of  access,  under  his 
physician's  directions. 

^  During  the  present  sickness  the  chills  had  recurred  daily,  and  the 
patient  had  suffered  much  ffom  almost  constant,  deep-seated  pains  of  a 
rheumatic  character,  mostly  in  the  chest  and  arms,  which  were  most 
severe  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day  and  at  night,  sometimes  seriously 
•disturbing  sleep.  There  was  some  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the 
spleen,  but  no  enlargement  of  that  organ  could  be  felt.  Appetite  much 
impaired. 

5     Potass  iodid., gr.  v. 

Fl,  ext.  quassise f  3  ss. 

before  each  meal. 

18lh. — Patient  reports  that  he  commenced  the  use  of  the  medicine 
on  the  14th.  On  the  evening  of  that  day  he  had  a  severe  chill,  which 
lasted  two  hours,  and  was  fol|0W^£^y|^^B^aHd  profuse  sweating,  as 
usual.  On  the  15th,  had  ajamfor  attack,  burmgWKJess  severe.  There 
'had  been  no  recurrence  /it^ce.  'iKl^^ltppetite  ^w  improving ;  the 
ibowels  were  regular,  and  ike  pjiti^nln^St  AkML  »ttej  Generally.  Direct- 
•  ed  to  continue  the  use  of  the  medicia^^jftRjlL  the  2 1st/ when  the  evening 
sdose  was  to  be  Omitted.     \'^6''   -.         f\C^^^ 

June  3d. — No  chill  since  last^epdrur^'^^  to  be  "  enormous," 

^*  better  than  for  three  years."  Patient  says,  '*  the  medicine  killed  the 
ague  in  just  two  days."  The  pain  in  the  bones  ceased  after  the  third 
day.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  during  the  present  attack,  before 
applying  for  medical  advice,  the  patient  had  taken  quinine  in  large 
quantities,  sometimes  taking  as  much  as  twenty-four  grains  in  a  day, 
and  in  accordance  witti  the  directions  previously  received  from  the 
physician  who  formerly  attended  him,  but  without  the  least  benefit. 

I  was  led  to  prescribe  iodide  of  potass.,  in  this  case  from  having  em- 
ployed it  successfully  several  years  since  in  a  similar  case,  which  had 
not  yielded  to  sulphate. of  quinine,  in  which  instance  I  was  induced  to 
employ  it  on  account  of  the  well  known,  powerful  influence  which  it 
exerts  over  the  nervous  system.  In  the  number  of  the  Archives  Gen- 
erales  de  Medecine  for  August  of  the  present  year,  is  a  valuable  paper 
on  the  use  of  iodine  combined  with  iodide  of  potass.,  in  intermittent 
fever,  in  which  a  number  of  cases  of  its  successful  employment  are 
given. — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, — Detroit  Review  of  Med.  and 
Pharmacy.  t 
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THE  BROMIDES. 


BT   F.  E.  BAILEY,    M.  D.,   KNOXVILLE,  TENNESSEE. 


In  prefacing  a  few  observations  upon  the  bromides,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  allude  to  bromine  as  a  therapeutical  agent. 

It  was  extensively  used  as  a  topical  application  in  hospital  gangrene, 
during  the  war.  -In  1863  and  1864,  a  good  many  cases  came  under  my 
care  and  observation,  and  nothing  could  be  more  obvious  than  its  value 
in  arresting  the  spread  of  the  morbid  influence,  and  placing  the  parts  in 
a  condition  fox  healing.  Pure  and  undiluted,  it  did  not  fail  in  a  single 
instance,  and  many  an  ex  soldier  can  now  attest  its  virtues,  and  will 
also  say,  that  like  the  rod  in  the  hands  of  a  parent,  it  caused  a  smarting 
"  while  it  made  him  better." 

Of  the  bromide  of  sodium  I  have  seen  but  little  in  its  action  upon 
the  animal  economy.  By  some  it  is  more  highly  esteemed  than  the 
bromide  of  potassium. 

The  bromide  of  ammonium  I  have  used  somewhat  in  the  last  }  ear, 
and  found  it  very  useful  in  some  forms  of  nervous  disturbances.  It  acts 
more  directly  upon  the  nervous  system,  and  is  valuable  when  stimulation 
is  required.  In  my  practice,  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  I  have 
used  bromide  of  potassium  very  freely.  Among  the  first  cases  1  treated 
after  coming  to  this  city,  was  that  of  a  lady  a^red  about  35,  married, 
and  mother  of  one  child,  which  died  some  years  ago.  I  saw  her  in 
November,  1867,  and  found  that  during  the  spring  previous  she  had  an 
attack  of  acute  cystitis.  After  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  subsided, 
dysuria  followed^  continuing  all  summer,  together  with  facial  neuralgia. 
When  I  first  saw  ter  she  was  suffering  from  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  coat  of  the  bladder.  The  urine  was  alkaline,  and  was  loaded 
with  a  thick  mucous,  which  filled  sometimes  one-half  of  a  vial  in  which 
it  had  been  collected.  There  was  severe  pain  referred  to  the  fundus, 
besides  great  irritation  along  the  urethral  canal,  and  at  the  external 
meatus.  There  was  also  a  good  deal  of  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
kidneys,  caused  by  sympathy,  as  well  as  some  local  congestion.  There 
was  emaciation;  some  cough  and  gieat  depression  of  spirits.  There 
was  a  dark  yellowish  hue  to  the  skin,  and  troublesome  constipation. 
Her  former  medical  attendant,  who  was  leaving  the  city,  informed  me 
that  he  had  a  bhort  time  before  commenced  the  use  ot  bromide  of 
potassium,  with  tonics  and  mild  alteratives.     I  prescribed  as  follows  : 
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5     Bromide  of  potass 3  iij. 

aa ^  ss. 


Fluid  ext.  stillingia, )  .... 
Syr.  aurantii  cort.,     )  ** 


Sulph.  CinchonisB 3j. 

Aqua  Cinnamonii, )  .... 

A^uaPura.  f*** 3J- 

M.  F.     Mix.     Sig.     Teaspoonful  morning  and  night. 

To  take  spts.  nit.  dulc.  pro  re  nata. 

The  above  was  taken  for  several  weeks,  with  the  alternation  at  times^ 
of  syrup  of  iodide  of  iron.  During  the  winter  there'  began  to  be  some 
improvement.  But  it  was  nearly  a  year  before  the  mucous  ceased  to  be 
voided.  At  times,  when  the  urine  was  most  alkaline,  the  mucous  would 
be  most  abundant,  and  the  distress  in  the  bladder  and  dysuria  would  be 
aggravated.  During  the  summer  of  1868,  she  became  quite  comfortable^ 
and  took  little  or  no  medicine.  In  the  autumn,  there  were  some  in 
dications  of  a  relapse,  but  a  return  to  the  bromide,  with  tonics,  soon 
averted  the  disease.  During  the  past  year  she  has  been  scarcely  at  all 
troubled,  and  considers  herself  cured  of  cystitis. 

During  the  autumn  of  1867,  I  met  with  a  case  of  epilepsy,  which 
seemed  a  favorable  one  fur  the  trial  of  the  bromide.  It  was  a  colored 
man,  of  50  years  or  more,  and  possessing  more  than  the  ordinary 
amount  of  intelligence  for  one  of  his  race.  He  purchased  his  freedom^ 
and  that  of  his  wife,  some  years  before  the  war,  and  worked  on  his  own 
account  as  a  tinner.  Up  to  1861 ,  he  had  acquired  some  property,  whicb^ 
with  his  prospects  for  the  future,  soon  vanished  as  the  war  began. 
Poverty  and  disappoii^tment,  consequent  upon  his  reverses,  caused  a 
depression  of  spirits.  Being  something  of  a  preacher  as  well  aa 
mechanic,  in  1 865  he  began  to  be  particularly  interested  in  measures 
for  the  good  of  his  fellow  blacks.  Mental  excitement  soon  began  to 
increase  a  former  tendency  to  cerebral  disturbance,  which  culminated  in 
epilepsy,  and  in  the  summer  of  1867  he  had  the  first  fit.  lie  had  taken 
bromide  potass,  for  a  short  time  before  1  saw  him,  and  I  continued  ita 
use,  together  with  tonics  and  laxatives.  For  a  year  or  more,  the  disease 
seemed  stayed ;  but  since  last  spring  the  fits  have  come  on  again,  at 
long  intervals,  with  the  lesser  symptoms  intervening. 

In  the  August  number  of  the  Examiner,  are  some  cases  reported  by 
Salvator  Cass,  M.  D.,  upon  the  use  of  this  salt  in  summer  complaint, 
and  I  prescribed  it  for  a  patient  then  under  my  care.  It  was  a  female 
child,  10  months  old,  that  had  suffered  from  difficult  dentition  for  some 
weeks.  Gave  one  and  a  quarter  grain  in  mucilage  every  four  hours. 
Next  day  called,  and  found  no  diarrhoea,  and  that  the  child  had  slept  well 
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all  night.  Scarified  the  gums,  and  discharged  the  little  patient  as  con- 
valescing. I  was  told  that  the  diarrhoea  returned  in  about  a  week,  but 
was  promptly  stopped  by  a  resort  to  the  syrup. 

September  5.  Called  to  see  a  female  infant,  10  months  old,  that  had 
been  sick  with  cholera  infantum  about  eight  weeks.  The  little  creature 
was  emaciated,  with  profuse  evacuations  every  few  minutes,  attended 
with  nausea  and  vomiting.  The  toDgue  and  mucous  lining  of  the  mouth 
were  deep  red,  with  intense  thirst,  and  a  burning  heat  of  the  skin.  It 
had  suffered  long  from  tenesmus,  and  tormina,  which  were  only  relieved, 
as  I  was  told,  by  injections  of  tinct.  opii.  Five  or  six  teeth  hadjalready 
appeared,  and  more  still  coming. .  I  prescribed  bromide  potassii  at 
once,  in  a-quarter  grain  doses,  with  syr.  aurantii,  four  times  daily,  al- 
ternated with  four  drops  liq.  iodide  ferri.  Having  been  nursed  from 
birth  '^upon  a  bottle,"  I  directed  undiluted  milk,  without  sugar,  as  the 
diet,  and  to  offer  it  water  every  time  before  putting  the  milk  to  its 
mouth.  In  a  few  days  could  be  seen  a  very  decided  improvement.  The 
diarrhoea  and  vomiting  ceased,  and  the  child  could  sleep  quietly.  For 
the  last  month  she  has  become  quite  full  in  the  face,  and  a  few  days  ago 
it  was  necessary  to  adopt  measures  to  obviate  a  tendency  to  constipation. 

September  28.  Called  to  see  a  male  infant,  8  months  old,  that  had 
be^n  sick  a  month  with  diarrhoea,  and  vomiting.  It  was  emaciated, 
and  retained  nothing  upon  the  stomach.  Its  former  medical  attendant 
had  told  the  mother  that  her  child  must  die,  and  appearances  certainly 
justified  such  a  prognosis.  I  gave  bromide  potassii,  as  in  the  other 
cases,  with  an  effect  equally  apparent.  Prescribed,  also,  iod.  iron, 
brandy  punch,  and  quinine.  For  the  last  fortnight  has  required  no 
medicine,  and  is  doing  well. 

Another  case  was  that  of  a  female  infant,  13  months  old.  Had 
diarrhoea  in  June  last,  which  was  arrested  by  means  of  calomel  and 
ipecac,  followed  with  quinia.  October  7th,  it  was  again  taken,  with 
considerable  violence,  on  cutting  the  first  molar  teeth.  The  bromide 
was  given  at  once,  and  the  disease  was  controlled.  Nothing  more  was 
done  but  to  scarify  the  gunis. 

In  the  foregoing  cases,  not  only  was  the  diarrhoea  suspended,  but 
there  was  decided  relief  to  pain,  and  the  little  patients  would  sleep 
quietly,  as  though  under  the  influence  of  opium.  I  have  also,  in  a  few 
cases,  prescribed  the  bromide  for  children  who  were  wakeful  and  fretful 
at  night,  with  decidedly  good  effects. 

In  one  or  two  cases,  I  have  prescribed  the  bromide,  with  fluid  ext. 
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valerian,  where  there  were  aggravating  and  seenaingly  useless  pains  at 
the  commencement  of  labor,  with  good  effects. 

In  one  case  of  asthma,  I  gave  the  salt,  but  its  use  has  not  been 
followed  up  closely,  as  the  patient  is  well  nigh  cured  since  leaving  the 
Western  Reserve,  without  any  medicine. 

As  a  calmative  and  hypnotic,  it  has  been  used  in  excessive  wakeful- 
ness and  nervous  irritability  for  some  time,  and  I  have  frequently  given 
it  to  adults  io  cause  sleep. 

Respecting  its  modus  operandi  I  have  but  little  to  say,  except  that  it 
seems  most  efficient  in  cases  where  mucous  surfaces  are  affected,  and 
consequently  morbidly  sensitive.  It  acted  thus  in  disease  of  the  mu- 
cous coat  of  the  bladder,  and  the  alimentary  canal.  If  it  relieves  asth- 
ma, it  will  be  more  effective  in  that  variety  caused  by  the  actipn  of 
fog,  and  smoke,  fumes  of  various  kinds,  ipecac,  or  hay,  etc.,  than  in 
cases  .of  a  reflex  origin,  or  of  those  depending  upon  disease  of  the  heart, 
or  other  thoracic  organs. —  Chicago  Medical  Examiner,  January,  1870. 
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Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 


Uremic  Diarrhcea. — Dr.  J.  M.  Fothergill  remarks  {British  Med. 
Jour,,  Nov.  20,  1869),  "In  congestion  of  the  kidneys,  the  flow  through 
the  convolute  capillaries  is  impeded,  and  the  excretory  action  of  the 
kidneys  is  thus  lost,  and  the  blood  becomes  laden  with  effete  product* 
and  water ;  .thus  altered  in  its  physical  properties,  it  flows  sluggishly 
and  stagnates  in  the  capillaries,  including  those  of  the  intestinal  canal ; 
spontaneous  catharsis  comes  on,  and  the  balance  of  the  circulation  is 
restored.  In  chronic  renal  disease,  this  becomes  more  necessary,  and 
is  frequently  manifested.  The  inefficient  action  of  the  renal  secreting^ 
cells,  together  with  dilated,  constricted,  or  thickened  capillaries,  pro- 
duce frequently  an  impeded  circulation  ;  congestion  and  further  impe- 
ded flow  follows ;  the  depurative  action  of  the  kidneys,  for  the  time 
being,  is  held  in  abeyance ;  and  blood-poisoning  ensues." 

Diarrhoea,  therefore,  in  these  renal  conditions.  Dr.  F.  considers  to  be 
of  greatest  service,  freeing  the  blood  from  its  retained  effete  products. 
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"  Whenever,  then,  diarrhoea  occurs  in  a  person,"  he  says,  "  present- 
ing the  appearances  of  renal  disease,  and  more  especially  if  there  be 
albuminuria,  or  the  symptoms  of  any  renal  congestion,  it  may  be  de- 
sirable to  hesitate  about  arresting  the  alvine  flux  until  some  other  chan- 
nel be  patent.     From  the  known  intolerance  of  opium  in  renal  disease^ 
preparations  of  the  solanaceae  should  be  administered  where  the  suffer- 
ing is  great.     The  skin  should  be  immediately  acted  upon  by  the  hot 
air  bath,  or  otherwise ;   hot  poultices,  sprixikled  with  mustard,  should 
be  applied  across  the  loins  when  the  bath  is  over.     Nijtritive  support 
should  be  given;  and  a  mild  diuretic  of  digitalis,  and  citrate  of  potassa 
in  infusion  of  buchu  or  calumba,  may  be  administered  as  soon  as  the 
kidneys  are  somewhat  relieved.     If  a  little  flux  remain,  a  few  grains  of 
powdered  cassia  or  cinnamon  may  be  prescribed,  and  the  more  power- 
ful astringents  should  only  be  administered  when  the  danger  to  life  is 
imminent ;    and,  of  these,  a  mixture  of  sulphuric  acid  and  infusion  of 
logwood,  is  perhaps  the  least  objectionable.     But  astringents  should  be 
used  warily  and  cautiously  ;  absorbed  into  the  blood,  they  astringe  and 
arrest  the  activity  of  the  bowels,  but,  at  the  same  time,  check  and  im- 
pede the  action  of  the  renal  secreting  cells,  whose  restored  and  renova- 
tt'd  activity  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  keep  up.     The  action  of 
tlie  skin  must  be  fostered,  and  the  patient  carefully   protected  from 
atmospheric  changes,  to  which  these  sufferers  are  very  sensitive ;   and, 
as  soon  as  convenient,  the  patient  must  be  given  steel,  and  the  other  ad- 
juncts to  nutrition.     In  the  first  mild  case  which  occurs,  I  shall  feel  in- 
clined to  try  a  combination  of  nitrate  of  potassa,  nitric  ether,  and  per- 
nitrate  of  iron.     Whichever  plan  be  adopted,  it   is   desirable,   while 
affording  the  maximum  amount  of  benefit,  to  eliminate,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, the  elements  of  danger." — American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Scien- 
cWjJanuarv,  1870. 


Sulphite  of  Soda  in  the  Treatment  of  Tinea  Capitis,  Crusta 
Lactea,  and  Scrofulous  Otitis.  By  Chab.  M.  Watson,  M.  D.  of 
Brookville,  Pa. — December  4th,  1867,  I  was  called  to  see  a  child  six 
or  eight  months  of  age,  with  a  very  severe  sc'ild  head,  the  entire  scalp 
and  nearly  one  half  the  forehead  being  covered  with  its  characteristic 
incrustation.  So  rapid  had  been  the  progress  of  the  disease,  that  fears 
were  felt  a  large  portion  of  the  face  might  become  implicated  before  its 
progress  could  be  arrested.  The  child  was  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  . 
but  had  no  derangement  of  the  stomach  or  bowels ;  was  very  restless 
and  slept  but  little.     Considering  the  disease  cryptogamic,  I  determined 
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to  try  the  efficacy  of  sulphite  of  soda,  and  accordingly  ordered  the 
following  solution:  5*  Sodae  sulphit.,  |  ss.  Aqua3  destil.  Oj.  with 
which  thin  linen  compresses  were  saturated  and  kept  constantly  applied 
to  the  diseased  scalp  and  face,  the  application  being  renewed  frequently 
enough  to  keep  the  scabs  moist.  The  result  greatly  exceeded  my  ex- 
pectation. In  a  few  hours  the  crust  began  to  crack,  became  detached, 
and  by  the  next  evening  none  of  it  remained.  The  strength  of  the 
solution  was  then  reduced  one  half,  as  the  former  solution  caused  much 
pain,  and  it  was  thought  necessary  to  have  the  solution  only  sufficiently 
strong  to  prevent  the  development  of  new  cryptogams. 

No  new  crust  formed,  and  the  scalp  and  face  healed  rapidly,  and 
entire  recovery  took  place  in  about  two  weeks.  No  other  treatment 
was  required. 

Cursta  Lactea,  another  disease  incident  to  childhood,  particularly 
during  the  period  of  dentition,  rapidly  disappears  on  the  application  for 
a  few  days  of  sod^  sulphit.,  3ij.  aquae  destil.,  glycerinse,  aa  §  ss.  The 
parts  diseased  should  be  moistened  three  or  four  times  daily. 

I  have  found  the  same  prescription  an  invaluable  remedy  also  in 
scrofulous  otitis.  The  ear  should  be  well  washed  out  with  warm  water 
and  castile  soap  and  dried  with  cotton  wool,  after  which  eight  or  ten 
drops  of  the  solution  may  be  dropped  into  the  ear  and  the  air  excluded 
with  a  pledget  of  cotton.  This  should  be  repeated  thrice  daily  as  long 
as  the  ear  discharges. — American  &fectic  Medical  Review, 


Action  of  Veratrin. — A  very  careful  investigation  of  the  thera- 
peutic properties  of  veratrin  has  recently  been  made  by  M.  Pegaitaz, 
who  has  published  his  results  in  the  Deutsches  Archiv  fur  Klinische 
Medicin  for  last  month.  He  describes  its  effects  both  when  taken  inter- 
nally and  when  subcutaneously  injected;  and  finds  them  almost  pre- 
cisely the  same,  being  as  follows  :  In  the  earlier  stage,  excitation  ;  sub- 
sequently depression.  Then  follow  in  succession  salivation,  nausea, 
sensation  of  choking,  vomiting,  and  usually  diarrhoea.  The  voluntary 
movements  become  unsteady,  the  want  of  power  displaying  itself  first 
in  the  posterior,  and  subsequently  in  the  anterior,  limbs ;  accompanying 
this  there  appeared  to  be  a  certain  degree  of  stiffness.  There  were  co- 
incidently  exaltation  of  the  reflex  sensibility  and  diminution  of  the  sen- 
sibility. The  temperature,  the  number  of  the  respiratory  acts,  and  of 
the  beats  of  the  heart,  were  all  transiently  diminished.  Convulsions 
and  tetanus  finally  set  in ;   but  careful  examination  failed  to  discover 
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any  indications  of  inflammatorj  mischief.  Experiments  made  with  a 
view  of  testing  its  applicability  as  a  remedy  which  might  be  used  hy- 
podermically,  seem  to  have  been  unsatisfactory ;  showing  that  whilst 
it  acts  in  this  way  similarly  to  its  operation  when  given  by  the  mouth, 
yet  the  injection  produces  very  great  pain. — Lancet,  Nov.  13,  1869.— 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  January,  1870. 


Dr.  D.  J.  GiSH  sends  us  the  following  valuable  recipe : 

Tinct.  Xanthoxy  lum  berries 3  iv. 

Wine  tinct.  colchicum  sem., §  ij. 

Spts.  nit.  dulc, 3  ij. 

01.  terebiothinsB 3  ij.    Mix. 

Dose  for  an  adult,  one  teaspoonful  diluted  in  half  a  glass  of  water. 
This  is  a  superior  remedy  in  lumbago  and  siciatica;  in  chronic 
rheumatism  of  the  back  and  lower  extremities.  I  have  given  it,  and 
realized  the  happiest  results.  From  long  experience,  I  can  speak 
favorably  of  its  merits. 

In  rheumatism,  I  usually  give  it  three  times  per  day,  after  each  meal ; 
for  weak  backs,  only  once  per  day.  Only  use  it  in  non-inflammatory 
rheumatic  affections. — American  Eclectic  Medical  Heview,  January,  1870. 


Tartar  Emetic  Treatment  of  Ncevus. — Henry  Bateman,  F.  R.  C. 
S.,  in  a  letter  to  the  Lancet,  calls  attention  to  the  use  of  tartar  emetic 
plaster  for  the  cure  of  this  class  of  tumors,  after  having  employed  it 
successfully  for  fifteen  years.  The  formula  is  :  Antim,  Tartarizatum 
one  part ;  Unguent  Besina,  two  parts.  To  be  spread  on  thin  leather 
or  linen.  When  the  skin  is  not  easily  blistered  or  the  noevus  is  thick, 
equal  parts  of  the  two  ingredients  must  be  used.  The  pustulation 
should  be  repeated  again  and  again  until  the  tumor  sloughs.  By  this 
means,  one  case,  a  child,  with  twenty-five  noevi  on  various  parts  of  the 
head,  trunk,  and  extremities,  was  cured.  Dr.  Glover,  his  neighbor,  had 
seen  a  number  of  cases  with  him. — Rich,  and  Lou,  Med,  Journal. 


Treatment  of  Epilepsy. — Geo.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Phys. 
to  Kings  College  Hospital,  advocates  chloroform  in  connection  with 
bromide  of  potassium  in  this  affection.  Chl<droform  wards  off  a  threat- 
ened fit,  and  cuts  short  a  violent  and  prolonged  paroxysm. — American 
Eclectic  Medical  Review,  January,  1870. 
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External  Ubk  of  Digitalis  as  a  Diuretic. — Dr.  Brown  has 
succeeded  in  re- establishing  the  renal  function  in  six  cases  of  calculus  of 
the  kidney,  when  all  other  measures  had  been  tried  without  effect,  by 
the  external  use  of  digitalis  in  the  form  of  poultices  made  either  bj 
throwing  the  fresh  leaves  into  boiling  water,  or  bj  incorporating  the 
Fluid  Extract  with  linseed  meal.  A  rapid  fall  of  the  pulse  fol- 
lows the  application.  The  cataplasms  made  with  the  leaves  are  es- 
pecially to  be  recommended,  and  they  should  be  renewed  every  six 
hours  till  the  lowering  of  the  pulse  warns  us  to  desist. — Dublin  QaarU 
Journal  Med,  Sci,,  August,  1869,  from  Bev,  de  Tkre.,  Dec,  1868. — 
Chicago  Medical  Journal,  Nov.,  1869. 

Which  reminds  us  of  old-time  usages.     Here  are  a  couple  of  ancient 
prescriptions  for  the  production  of  diuresis : 

5     Tinct.  Digital.,  Tinct.  Scilla 

Linim.  Sapon.  and  Opii aa  §  ij- 

Aq.  Ammon.,  01.  Camph aa  |  ss. 

Tinct.  Cantharid  Fort 3  ij. 

M. — S.     To  be  rubbed  in  freely,  over  the  surface,  three  times  a  day. 

5     Liniment.  Volatil partes  ij. 

Tinct.  Cantharid.,  Tinct.  Digital. 

Tinct.  Colchidi,  Tinct.  Fodin aa  p.  j. 

M. — S.     Apply  over  half  the  body,  three  times  a  day. 


Management  of  After-pains. — Prof.  T.  Gaillard  Thomas,  M.  D., 
in  a  "  Lecture  on  the  Management  of  woman  after  parturition,"  gives 
us  the  following  timely  hints : 

The  less  firmly  a  uterus  contracts,  the  more  severe  are  the  after-pains, 
for  firm  contraction  expels  these  clots,  and  thus  the  cause  of  the  painful 
contraction  disappears.  For  this  reason,  after  first  labors,  they  do  not 
occur.  To  cause  firm  uterine  contraction,  administer  a  full  dose  of  ergot, 
just  after,  or  during  the  stage,  in  every  case.  Ergot  never  does  harm, 
but  fulfills  an  indication  of  great  importance,  and  guards  against  the 
liability  of  haemorrhage.  Should  this  means  fail,  let  the  opiate  be  given 
before  the  obstetrican  leaves  the  house.  An  excellent  combination, 
which  he  habitually  employe  for  this  purpose,  is  the  following : 

5     Chloroformi |  ijss. 

Morphiee  Sulph gr.  ijss. 

Syrupi §  ij. 

M. — A  teaspoonful  every  hour  till  relieved. — Bick,  and  Lou,  Med. 
Jour, — Chicago  Med,  Jour, 


i 
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Calabar  Beak  as  an  Antidote  for  Strychnia  Poisoning. — Dr* 
Kit  WORTH  treated  a  case,  in  which  three  grains  were  taken  to  destroy 
life,  bj  using  the  tincture  of  calabar  bean,  in  doses  of  thirty  drops 
every  half  hour,  until  the  convulsive  symptoms  had  somewhat  abated, 
and  then  in  doses  of  fifteen  drops  every  two  hours,  until  about  half  an 
ounce  had  been  used.  After  several  hours,  the  patient  was  very  feeble, 
but  quiet,  exhibiting  no  disposition  to  sleep;  the  legs  and  arms  remained 
rigid,  and  it  was  impossible  to  move  them.  The  patient  gradually 
improved,  and  at  the  end  Of  three  weeks,  was  entirely  cured.  The  action 
of  strychnia  being  much  more  persistent  than  that  of  the  calabar  bean, 
it  is  necessary  never  to  cease  the  exhibition  of  the  antidote  until  all 
danger  of  relapse  be  passed, — Med,  Archives, — Facile  Med,  and  Surg, 
Journal,  January,  1870.  

Digitalis  in  Suppression  of  Urine. — Howard  D.  Reynolds,  M.  R. 
C.  S.,  reports  a  case  of  suppression  of  urine  treated  successfully  by  the 
external  application  of  fresh  digitalis  leaves  made  into  a  poultice,  In 
six  hours  after  the  first  poultice  was  applied,  a  pint  of  clear,  pale  urine 
was  voided.  Previous  to  this  she  had  not  passed  more  than  a  wine- 
glassful  of  urine  in  six  days.  She  had  the  usual  symptoms  observed 
in  such  a  condition,  for  the  relief  of  which  sweating,  warm  applications 
to  the  parts  affected  and  the  internal  use  of  digitalis  had  been  employed 
without  success.  The  extfernal  use  of  digitalis  was  introduced  by  his 
preceptor,  J.  D,  Brown,  Esq. — Rich,  and  Lou,  Med,  Journal, 

HoopiNG-CouGH. — In  the  treatment  of  hooping  cough,  Dr.  James  P. 
McVicker  has  derived  the  most  signal  advantage  from  the  exhibition  of 
the  fluid  extract  of  cimicifuga,  in  doses  suited  to  the  age  of  the  child, 
and  repeated  every  three  hours  ;  and  the  same  gentleman  has  prescribed 
the  bromide  of  potassium  in  eclampsia  of  children  with  the  most 
satisfactory  results. — Trans,  Pa,  Med,  Soc, — Druggists'*  Circular  and 
Chemical  Gazette,  January,  1870. 

Puritus  Vulva. — It  is  stated  that  puritus  vulva  is  oflen  entirely  cured, 
by  a  lotion  consisting  of  five  parts  of  corrosive  sublimate  dissolved  in 
50  parts  of  alcohol.  A  teaspoonful  of  this  solution  is  diluted  with  a 
pint  of  tepid  water,  and  applied  as  a  wash  to  the  parts  three  times 
daily. — ;S^^  Louis  Medical  Archives, —  Chicago  Medical  Examiner, 

Glycerine  as  an  Application  to  Burns  is  recommended  by  J.  Fuchs. 
Through  the  explosion  of  a  spirit  lamp  the  greater  portion  of  his  face 
had  been  covered  with  rather  deep  burns,  which  healed  in  a  week  by 
the  inamediate  and  oft  repeated  application  of  glycerine,  without  pro- 
ducbg  blisters  or  festering,  or  leaving  any  scar. — Med,  and  Surg,  Jour, 
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Diphtheria  was  treated  by  the  late  Dr.  Magruder,  of  Washingtoiiy 
as  it  is  claimed,  with  most  marked  success,  on  the  following  plan : 

The  throat  was  rubbed  frequently,  externally,  as  soon  as  the  swelling 
and  soreness  commenced,  with  spirits  of  turpentine.     Internally,  this : 

R     Potassae  chlorat 3 j. 

Tinct.  guaiaci  comp 3  ij. 

Tinct.  cinchonee 3  ij. 

Mellis I  ss, 

Aq I  iijss. 

M. — S.     A  tablespoonful  every  three  hours.     Twenty  drops  of  the 
muriated  tinct.  of  iron,  an  hour  and  a  half  afler  each  dose. 
It  is  said  that  82  out  of  85  cases  were  successfully  treated. 

Common  Catarrh  is  Treated  by  Dr.  Scudder,  thus  : 

5     Tinct.  verat., 3  ss. 

Tinct.  gelsemini 3  j. 

Aq., I  iv. 

M. — S.  A  teaspoonful  every  one  or  two  hours. 

The  same  gentleman  treats  Neuralgia  in  feeble  persons,  or  where 
there  is  a  feeble  circulation,  with  the  following  used  alternately : 
5     Tinct.  aconit.  rad ,.  ^ gtt  x. 

Tinct.  belladonnse gtt  xx. 

Aq I  iv. 

M. 

5,     Tinct.  nucis  vomic* 3  j. 

Aq I  iv. 

M. — S.     A  teaspoonful  every  one  or  two  hours. 

As  Prophylactic  in  Croup,  He  Commends  a  Liniment  : 
3     ^^*  stillingise > . . ./ 

01.  cajeput., aa  3  ij. 

01.  lobeliffi 3  j. 

Alcohol   76^ I  ij. 

M. — Direct  the  mother  to  rub  it  on  the  throat  when  symptoms  are 
manifested ;  and  if  necessary,  give  a  drop  on  a  lump  of  sugar. 

Pertussis.     (Valentine  Mott). 

^6     Acid  hydrocyan., gtt.  vj. 

Ext.  belladonnae gr*  V* 

Tr.  opi.,  camph., 
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Aq.  pur., aa  1\\}, 

Syrup  tolutani §  j. 

M. — S.     A  teaspoonful  four  times  a  day. 

Trismus  Nascentium. 

Dr.  T.  L.  Papin  (^Humboldt  Med.  Archives)  treated  a  case  thus : 

^     Chloroform m  xij. 

Sp.  aeth.  sulph., m   xv. 

Sodse  bicarb., gr.  xij. 

Syrup  zingiber, 

Aq.  flor.  aurant.,  aa 3    iv, 

M. — S.  A  teaspoonful  p.  r.  n.  to  allay  spasmodic  action  and  secure 
rest  and  quiet. 

The  paroxysms  after  a  while  recurring,  he  resorted  to  the  local  ap- 
plication of  chloroform  to  the  spine,  a  small  strip  of  cotton  cloth  wetted 
and  applied  to  the  entire  length.  This  application,  alternated  with 
emollients  when  vesication  occurred,  occasional  inhalations  and  igaild 
purgatives  was  continued  fifteen  days,  when  the  cure  was  complete. 

Dr.  Boisliniere  cured  a  similar  case,  several  years  since,  administer- 
ing the  chloroform  by  enema. 

In  thb  Diarrrcea  of  Children,  Dr.  Lehlbach  thinks  the  following 
is  particularly  useful  in  arresting  fermentation,  etc.  For  a  child  from  a 
year  to  eighteen  months  of  age,  he  prescribes  : 

IJ     Pepsin 3s8 — 3j. 

Bismuth!  subnit. 3  ss. 

Pulv.  opi gr.  i — J-. 

Acid,  carbol.  o. gr.  \ — J. 

QuiniaQ  sulph gr.  j — ^ij. 

M. — In  chart,  x.  divid. 

S. — One  every  two  or  four  hours.  In  some  cases  he  substitutes 
bromid.  potassii  for  the  opium. — Chicago  Med,  Jour, 


A  Valuable  Cement. — Glycerine  and  litharge  mixed  into  a  paste, 
funaish  an  extremely  firm  cement  for  iron  and  stone,  as  well  as  fastening 
iron  to  iron,  and  is  said  to  be  particularly  adapted  to  fixing  iron  to 
stone,  as  for  railways,  etc.  The  material  hardens  very  quickly,  and 
must,  therefore,  be  used  at  once.  It  is  insoluble  in  water,  and  only 
attacked  by  concentrated  acids.  Articles  joined  with  it  can  be  used  in 
a  very  few  hours  afterwards.  Sandstone  blocks,  joined  by  this  cement, 
have  broken  in  a  fresh  fracture,  rather  than  at  the  point  of  the  union  of 
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the  original  surfaces. .  Very  dry  litharge  dbes  not  form  so  good  a 
cement  as  that  which  has  absorbed  a  considerable  amount  of  water. 
Only  the  purest  material  is  to  be  used. — Med,  and  Surgical  Reporter, 
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NEW  YORK  STATE  MEDICAL   SOCIETY.. 


The  Sixty-fourth  annual  session  of  this  Society  met  at  Albany  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  1.  1870. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Officers  of  the  Society  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  delegates  to  the  several  medical  conventions,  &c 

For  President — Dr.  S.  O.  Vanderpool,  of  Albany. 

For   Vice  President — Dr.  Gilson  A.  Dayton,   of  Mexico,  Oswego 
county. 
•    For  Secretary — Dr.  Wm.  H.  Bailey,  of  Albany. 

For  Treasurer — Dr.  John  V.  Lansing,  of  Albany. 

FOR    CENSORS. 

Southern  district — Drs.  E.  R.  Squibb,  Samuel  F.  Hubbard,  N.  C. 
Husted. 

Eastern  district — Drs.  B.  P.Sfeaats,  P.  McNaughton,  Nelson  Fanning. 

Middle  district — Drs.  M.  M.  Bagg,  0.  B.  Coventry,  Chas.  G.  Bacon. 

Western  district — Drs.  Sanford  Eastman,  C.  C.  Wyckoff,  Edward 
Hall. 

For  Honorary  Degree  of  Dr.  of  Medicine — E.  S.  Lyman,  Tobias  J. 
Green. 

Delegates  to  National  and  Quarantine  Convention — Elisha  Harris, 
J.  H.  Grisham,  Stephen  Smith,  J.  R.  Boulware,  A.  N.  Bell,  John 
Ordranaux,  Jas.  P.  White,  J.  S.  Mosher,  E.  R.  Peasley. 

Delegates  to  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society — Francis  Burdiok, 
John  P.  Gorrish,  Seth  Shove,  Hi  A.  Chubbish,  R.  B.  Bontecou,  Robt. 
Nauman. 

Delegates  to  Massachusetts  State  Medical  Society — Henry  D.  Didama, 
James  S.  Bailey,  Hiram  Corliss,  Joseph  Bates,  H.  B.  Whiton. 

Delegates  to  New  Jersey  Medical  Society — E.  R.  Squibb,  John  P. 
Gray,  Joseph  C.  Hutchison,  J.  L.  Lamoree,  A.  Crispell,  R.'H.' Ward. 
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Delegates  to  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society — J.  V.  P.  Quacken- 
Vash,  Geo.  H.  Hubbard,  M.  R.  HolbrooK,  E.  R.  Peasley,  J,  V. 
Kendall. 

Delegates  to  Vermont  Medical  Society — B.  F.  Sherman,  Daniel  G. 
Dodge,  Samuel  Shumway,  Arthur  S.  WolfF,  Wm.  Seymour. 

Delegates  to  Pennsylvania  Medical  Society — Wm.  C.  May,  R.  C. 
Styles,  James  V.  Murdock,  J.  G.  Orton. 

Delegates  toOhio  Medical  Society— Geo.  W.  Bradford,  C.  C.  F.  Gay, 
C.  E.  Ryder,  T.  H.  Squire. 

Delegates  to  Maine  Medical  Society — Samuel  Hart,  Wm.  H.  Bailey, 
J.  V.  Cobb. 

Delegates  to  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society — ^^G.  Bach,  R.  L. 
Allen. 

Delegates  to  lUinois  Medical  Society — O.  M.  Allaban,  P.  P.  Staats, 
r.  Jacobs,  H.  W.  Dean. 

Delegates  to  American  Medical  Association — Nathan  Bozeman,  F. 
Hyde,  Wm.  Govan,  M.  M.  Wood,  E.  R.  Hun,  C.  C.  Wyckoff,  E.  S. 
F.  Arnold,  Caleb  Green,  J.  C.  Hutchinson,  Geo.  F.  Schready,  J.  H. 
H.  Bui^e,  Wm.  M.  Smith,  E.  M.  Moore,  J.  H.  Armsby,  J.  P.  Gray, 
LA.  Sayre,  Wm.  M.  Chamberlain,  W.  C.  Way,  A.  L.  Saunders,  N. 
C.  Husted,  F.  Jacobs. 

Committee  on  statistics — Ist.  dist.  William  F.  Toms ;  2d.  dist.  J. 
Fisher;  3d.  dist.  C.  H.  Porter;  4th  dist.  Alexander  M.  Veddtr;  5th 
dist.  A.  L.  Saundjers;  6th  dist.  John  G.  Horton;  7th  dist.  Nelson  D. 
Nevison ;  6th  dist.  C.  B.  Coates. 

Committee  on  prize  Essays — ^Thomas  F.  Bochester,  Sanford  Eastman, 
H.  W.  Dean. 

Committee  on  Publication — ^Thomas  Hun,  J.  V,  P.  Quackenbush, 
.  Wm.  H.  Bailey. 

Committee  on  By-Laws — Oliver  White,  Thomas  Hun,  Wm.  H. 
Bailey. 


MORPHIA  AS  A  PARTURIENT. 


J.  F.  T0WNK8,    M.  D.,   FABMVILLB,  TENN. 


I 


Having  noticed  an  article  in  your  valuable  Journal,  on  the  parturient 
effects  of  sulph.  morph.,  by  Dr.  Kennedy,  of  Castillian  Springs,  Tenn., 
in  which  he  quotes  Dr.  Harvey  L.  Byrd  ;  also,  to  the  testimony  of  these 
two  gentlemen  permit  me  to  add  my  own,  and  you  and  your  readers 
can  take  it  for  what  it  is  worth. 
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It  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  as  a  country  practitioner,  to  do  a  full  share  of 
obstetric  practice,  and  I  have  been  for  a  number  of  years  past  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  opium,  in  some  forms  was  decidedly  the  best  thera- 
peutic agent  in  obstetric  medicine  that,  we  possess,  unless,  in  some  rare 
cases,  we  give  the  preference  to  chloroform.  That  in  many  cases  if  not 
all,  it  acts  as  a  parturient  I  have  not  a  doubt. 

I  have  very  little  confidence  in  ergot.  This  drug,  according  to  my  ex- 
perience, must  be  either  vastly  overrated  or  it  is  worthless  and 
deteriorated  when  it  reaches  my  hands.  Tart,  emetic  is  good  but  too 
distressingly  nauseating  in  its  effects.  Having  been  convinced  at  an 
early  day  of  my  obstetric  practice,  of  the  short-comings  of  these  two 
drugs,  I  discarded  them  almost  in  toto,  and  substituted  the  lancet  and 
opium — two  much  better  therapeutic  agents  in  many  respects. 

Opium  and  its  preparations  have  seldom  disappointed  me  as  a  partu- 
rient. I  have  seen  it  act  immediately  in  ten  or  twenty  minutes  after 
administration,  and  again  I  have  seen  it  procure  rest  for  an  hour  or  so, 
and  then  cause  vigorous  pains,  when  there  had  been  only  lingering 
and  inefficient  ones — the  uterus  seeming  to  gain  strength  for  the  con- 
flict by  the  short  respite  given  it. 

If  the  patient  be  plethoric  and  threatened  with  puerperal  convulsions, 
or  much  ligidity  of  the  os,  I  use  the  lancet  before  prescribing  the  drug. 
My  favorite  preparations  are  the  acet.  morphia  and  the  black  drop  or 
acet.  tinct.  opii.  I  think  either  of  these  are  superior  to  laudanum  or 
sulph.  morphia.  As  before  mentioned  in  the  outset  of  this  article,  I 
have  been  convinced  for  a  number  of  years  that  opium  was  a  powerful 
parturient.  Of  this  fact  I  was  convinced  by  experience  alone,  that  best 
but  dearest  of  all  teachers,  not  having,  that  I  recollect,  until  recently, 
seen  it  alluded  to ,  by  orthodox  teachers  and  writers  on  obstetric  med- 
icine as  such,  but  as  all  great  &cts  sooner  or  later  do,  it  seems  ndm 
about  to  loom  up  like  a  bright  star  out  of  the  dusky  horizon  of  doubt, 
aided  by  the  shining  rays,  of  experience  to  shed  forth  its  benign  rays 
upon  thousands  who  have  to  travail  under  the  curse  of  their  mother 
Eve. 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  NameSy  Town, 
County  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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LYOOPUS  VIRGINICUS. 
{Biigle-weed.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


Natural  Order. — Labiata3;  or  Lamiaceae. 
In  the  artificial  system  of  Linneus,  this  plant  may  be  found  in 
daiss,  Diandria;  and  in  order,  Monogynia, 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  tubular,  6-cleft,  or  6-toothed; 
ooiol  tubular,  4-cleft,  nearly  equal,  one  division  broader  and 
emarginate ;  stamens  distant,  often  2-sterile  filaments  without 
anthers ;  nuts  4  retuse. 

Specific  Character. — Flowers  white,  they  appear  in  June% 
root  perennial;  leaves  broad-lanceolate,  serrate,  at  the  base  narrow 
«d  and  entire,  short-petioled;  calyx  very  short,  spinelesa 

Habitat.— United  States. 

Part  Used. — The  whole  plant  is  officinal. 

l^oPERTiEa — Astringent,  tonic,  styptic  and  narcotic. 
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Chemical  Composition.— In  seven  thousand  parts,  this  plant 
contains — 

Of  inorganic  matter, 128. 

Of  organic  matter,  ....       g872. 

Total, 7000. 

Gum  and  albumen 248. 

Tannin 40. 

Bitter  principle,  soluble  in  ether          -  24. 

Particular  bitter  principle,  insdluble  in  ether  696. 

Sugar 120. 

Extractive -  282. 

Starcli 172. 

Chlorophylle 220. 

Soluble  salts  -..'-..  26. 

Insoluble  salts 102. 

Lignin            -         -         -        -         -         -  5120. 

Total 7000. 

Dr.  Lee  observes,  in  connection  with  this  subject: — "The  large 
amount  of  bitter  principle  in  the  plant  is  worthy  of  particular  note, 
viz. :  seven  hundred  and  twenty  in  seven  thousand,  or  more  than 
ten  per  cent ;  while  the  amount  of  tannin  is  inconsiderable." 

History. — It  has  been  used  as  a  domestic  remedy  quite  ex- 
tensively to  arrest  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs  and  stomach.  It 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  by  Drs.  Pendleton  and 
Rogers,  of  New  York,  wbo  obtained  favorable  effects  from  its  use 
in  incipient  phthisis  and  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs.  There  are 
four  species  of  Lycopus  found  in  North  America,  viz ,  curopieus, 
virginicus,  uniflorus  and  obtusifolius.  The  L.  europaeus  is  said  to 
be  frequently  collected  and  sold  for  the  L.  virginicus,  though  their 
botanic  characters  are  sufficiently  obvious  to  prevent  such  a  mis- 
take. The  European  species,  Dr.  Lee  observes,  "  seems  to  have 
been  used  from  time  immemorial,  as  it  is  mentioned  in  the  most 
ancient  records."  It  forms  a  very  good  black  dye ;  and  Withering, 
as  quoted  by  Prof.  Lee,  says  that  gipsies  stain  their  skin  with  it 
Dr.  L,  in  speaking  of  its  physiological  effects,  remarks : — **  Taken 
in  health,  in  the  formjof  a  strong  infusion,  in  doses  of  a  wine-glass 
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full  every 'two  hours,  it  abates  the  force  and  frequency  of  the  pulse, 
without  nausea  or  cerebral  disturbance,  while  at  the  same  time  it 
causes  slight  constipation." 

Lycopus  comes  from  the  Greek,  lukos,  wolf,  and  poits  foot ;  so 
named  on  account  of  a  fancied  resemblance  between  the  cut  leaves 
and  a  wolfs  foot  Its  common  names  are,  water  horehoimd,  bugle- 
weed,  sweet-bugle,  etc. 

Active  Pbinciple. — Lycopin. 

Therapeutic  Employment. 

HLsiMOPTYSia — Pareira's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  by 
Wood,  p.  489,  says: — "It  has  been  recommended  in  incipient 
phthisis  and  haemoptysis.     It  is  best  exhibited  in  infiision." 

Prof  W.  Paine,  in  his  book  of  New  School  Medicines,  p.  77, 
says :  "  that  lycopin  axjts  as  a  tonic,  stimulant,  and  astringent  to  the 
mucous  membrane,  especially  to  that  of  the  bronchia*"  He  assures 
us  that  he  has  found  this  remedy  to  act  with  great  promptness  i» 
haemoptysis,  in  doses  of  from  five  to  ten,  grains.  In  a  large 
number  of  cases  which  he  has  treated  of  this  disease,  he  has 
uniformly  found  the  lycopin  to  afford  prompt  reUef,  arresting  at 
once  the  hemorrhage,  and  if  continued  either-  alone,  or  in  com- 
bination with  StilUngin,  relieving  the  cpugh  and  irritatien.  Dr. 
Coe  remarks,  in  his  work  on  concentrated  biganic  medicines,  p. 
375 : — "  The  Lycopin  is,  with  us,  an  exceedingly  valuable  remedy. 
Its  action  is  peculiar  and  positive.  It  exercises  a  special  influence 
over  the  respiratory,  cardiac,  and  renal  functions,  and  obviates  a 
tendency  to  sanguineous  exudations  and  effusiona  No  agent  yet 
discovered  can  compare  with  it  in  efficacy  as  a  radical  remedy  in 
the  treatment  of  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs.  In  this  complaint  it 
seems  to  be  almost  a  specifia  We  have  used  the  plant  and  its 
preparations  long  and  successfully,  and  can  speak  with  authority. 
It  is  an  arterial  sedative  of  the  most  valuable  kind,  reducing  the 
force  and  frequency  of  the  pulse  when  abnormally  excited,  and  its 
operation  is  unattended  with  any  symptoms  of  narcotism."  The 
same  author  further  remarks: — ** Lycopin  is  the  most  reliable 
remedy  for  the  radical  cure  of  haemoptysis  that  we  have  ever 
employed. 

We  give  it  in  two  grain  dos^  three  or  four  times  a  day,  prefer- 
ring to  administer  it  in  water.     In  severe  hemorrhages  we  ad- 
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minister  it  every  thirty  or  sixty  minutes  until  relief  is  affcn^ded, 
And  then  continue  as  above  stated.  The  same  directions  will 
apply  in  hemorrhages  of  every  kind." 

Thacher  says,  p.  766: — "This  plant  has  been  brought  into 
notice  recently  by  some  persons  who  have  experienced  in  them- 
selves and  others  the  greatest  benefit  in  the  cure  of  haemoptysis 
and  other  similar  complaints.  It  has  attracted  the  attention  of 
practitioners,  and  is  foimd  deserving  of  further  trials  as  an  auxil- 
iarjr  in  coughs  and  many  pulmonic  affections." 

The  author,  has  had  recourse  to  this  agent  in  some  few  instan- 
ces, in  the  treatment  of  this  malady,  and  with  evident  benefit 

Prof  Lee  observes : — "  The  lycopus,  in  certain  pathological  con- 
ditions, is  a  very  valuable  sedative  astringent,  especially  adapted 
to  cases  of  hemorrhage  attended  with  frequent  pulse  and  great 
nervous  irritability.  In  such  cases  it  often  seems  to  prove  speci- 
fic, acting  promptly  and  with  great  certainty  in  allaying  irritabili- 
ty, while  it  controls  the  hemorrhage.  It  evidently  strikes  at  the 
pathological  cause,  removing  or  correcting  that  morbid  condition 
of  the  vascular  and  nervous  system  on  which  the  hemorrhage  de- 
pends; while  it  increases  the  tonicity  and  contractility  of  the 
minute  capillaries,  it  diminishes  the  vis-a-tergo,  by  which  the  blood 
is  propelled  into  them.  The  wild  cherry  bark  possesses  similar 
properties,  though  less  strongly  marked.  We  have  used  the  lyco- 
pus successftilly  for  many  years  in  haemoptysis,  hematemesis, 
menorrhagia,  &c.,  sometimes  alone,  at  others  in  conjunction  with 
other  remedies ;  and  we  have  come  to  regard  it,  in  certain  cases, 
almost  in  the  light  of  a  specific  We  are  inclined  to  consider  it 
best  adapted  to  cases  of  bleeding  from  the  lungs,  though  some 
practitioners  regard  it  as  most  efficacious  in  hemorrhage  from  the 
gtomach." 

The  late  Prof.  Rafinesque,  whose  knowledge  of  our  indigenous 
botany,  as  Prof.  Lee  observes,  was  very  accurate  and  extensive, 
lemarks  as  follows: — "I  consider  the  bugle-weed  a  very  goo<J 
substitute  for  all  narcotics,  prussic  acid,  and  even  bleeding,  since 
it  produces  the  same  state  of  the  pulse  and  arterial  system,  without 
inducing  any  debility,  or  acting  on  the  heart  and  brain  in  any  in- 
jurious manner." 
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Dr.  Lee  observes,  in  relation  to  this  quotation : — "  While  we  do 
not  admit  that  any  vegetable  remedy  is  a  perfect  substitute  for 
blood-letting,  in  all  cases,  it  must  nevertheless  be  conceded  that 
the  bugle-weed  will  moderate  the  force  and  frequency  of  the  pulse, 
and  thus  accomplish  one  of  the  important  indications  of  bleeding, 
unattended  with  the  danger  of  relaxing  the  minute  vessels — ^the 
source  of  the  hemorrhage."  He  makes  this  statement: — 
**  Certainly,  as  a  popular  remedy  in  spitting  of  blood,  there  is  no 
indigenous  production  that  ranks  so  highly  as  this." 

Epistaxis. — There  is  no  part  of  the  body  more  disposed  to 
haemorrhage,  says  Dr.  Copland,  than  the  pituitary  membrane,  and 
none  in  which  the  recurrence  of  the  discharge  is  productive  of  so 
little  injury,  as  respects  either  this  structure  or  the  constitution. 
Sometimes  haemorrhage  from  the  nose  becomes  alarming,  patients 
are  speedily  reduced,  and  danger  becomes  manifest  The  exciting 
causes  are  very  various,  and  the  means  used  to  arrest  the  discharge 
cannot  wit^  safety  be  trusted  to  a  single  agent  Acetate  of  lead 
and  opium,  plugging  the  nostrils,  and  the  use  of  the  most  powerful 
astringents,  have  in  some  cases,  been  productive  of  little,  or  no 
benefit 

Prof.  C.  A.  Lee  observes  *  that  lycopus  virginicus  has  been 
known  to  arrest  epistaxis,  when  all  other  remedies  have  failed. 

Chkonic  Bronchitis. — Dr.  Paine  says :  "  In  cases  of  chronic 
bronchitis,  where  there  is  a  softened  state  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
constant  exudation  of  the  liquor  sanguinis,  which  accumulates  in 
these  tubes,  great  benefit  will  be  experienced  by  giving  from  one 
to  three  grains  of  lycopin  every  two  or  three  hours.  It  arrests  the 
expectoration,  by  preventing  the  exudation,  and  therefore  cure® 
the  disease,  without  producing  other  pathological  conditions."  In 
some  of  the  complications  of  chronic  bronchitis,  this  agent,  ad- 
ministered in  conjunction  with  anthemis  nobilis  and  hyoscyamus, 
wjU  be  found  beneficial.  The  sedative  power  of  bugle-weed  has- 
claims  which  entitle  it  to  rank  highly  in  the  treatment  of  this  mala- 
dy. In  cases  where  the  patient  is  much  exhausted  from  profuse  ex- 
pectoration, lycopus  should  be  administered  freely  in  conjunction 
with  other  tonica      Few  remedies  act  with  greater  certainty  in. 

*Joumal  of  Materia  Medica,  y.  I.,  p.  327. 
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allaying  the  irritability  consequent  upon  broncldtis  than  lycopus 
virginicua 

Chronic  Diarrh(EA: — Dr.  Lee  says  that  this  remedy  will  be 
found  well  adapted  to  many  cases  of  chronic  diarrhoea  When 
caused  by  irritation,  he  says  it  proves  particularly  serviceable,  after 
thorough  evacuation  by  castor  oil. 

Dr.  Paine  regards  it  as  valuable  in  the  treatment  of  this  affection, 
as  it  extends  its  influence  to  all  portions  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
imparting  vigor  and  tone  to  that  tissue  whenever  it  is  exhausted  or 
debilitated.  Dr.  Coe  speaks  favorably  relative  to  the  use  of  lyco- 
pin  in  chronic  diarrhoea.  He  suggests  that  it  should  be  ad- 
niinist<ired  alternately  with  leptandrin  or  juglandin  in  sufficient 
doses  to  ensure  a  soluble  condition  of  the  bowels.  It  may  be 
combined,  he  observes,  when  in  the  judgment  of  the  practitioner 
it  is  advisable,  with  myricin,  or  rhusin,  or  geraniin,  and  other  astrin- 
gents, or  with  tonics,  as  the  fraserin,  cornin,  etc.  The  sedative  effect 
of  this  remedy  is  very  manifest  in  chronic  diarrhoea.  It  will  be 
found  very  serviceable  in  the  treatment  of  children  afflicted  with 
this  malady.  A  syrup  of  matico,  with  one  or  two  drops  of 
laudanum  in  each  dose,  will  prove  beneficial,  alternated  with 
lycopus,  in  cases  attended  with  much  restlessness  and  irritation. 

Dysentery. — In  most  cases  of  dysentery,  after  the  bowels 
have  been  moved  with  a  full  dose  of  castor  oil,  and  a  few  drops 
of  laudanum,  to  allay  irritation,  a  strong  infusion  of  lycopus, 
freely  administered,  will  be  found  sufficient  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  the  disease.  Cases  that  do  not  respond  favorably  to  this  treat- 
ment, should  be  allowed  acetate  of  lead  and  opium,  or  gelsemin 
alternated  with  this  remedy.  Dr.  Lee  says  that  lycopus  checks 
the  secretions  like  most  astringents,  while  it  quiets  the  circulation 
and  allays  inordinate  irritability.  Many  authors  recommend  the 
employment  of  this  plant  in  the  treatment  of  this  formidable 
-disease.  The  Eclectic  physicians  vaunt  its  use  in  this,  and  many 
other  kindred  diseases. 

Diabetes. — Diabetes  is  said  to  occur  more  frequently  in  the 
male,  than  in  the  female  sex ;  and  in  persons  who  either  are  past 
the  period  of  puberty,  or  are  advanced  in  years.  It  is  also  said  to 
be  much  more  common  in  cold  and  moist  countries ;  and  is  more 
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fiequentlj  met  with  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  Holland^  Denmarki 
and  Sweden,  than  in  France  and  Germany. 

Eminem  authors,  as  Prout,  Isenflaimm,  Morton,  Brisbane,  Bollo, 
Blumenbach,  Frank  Storer,  Clark,  and  others,  have  ascribed 
hereditary  predisposition  to  this  malady.  The  'exciting  and  prox- 
imate causes  are  too  numerous  to  mention  in  this  paper. 

Many  cures  are  reported  by  various  methods  of  treatment,  some 
of  which  are  antagonistic  to  others.  Cathartics,  emetics, 
astringents,  narcotics,  tonics,  diaphoretics,  blood-letting,  blisters, 
and  alteratives,  have  been  recommended  in  the  treatment  of  this 
formidable  malady.  Dr.  J.  King  says,  in  his  American  Eclectic 
Dispensatory,  p.  610 :  "that  lycopus  is  peculiar  to  eclectics  in  the 
treatment  of  diabetes,  having  cured  when  all  other  means  were 
useless." 

Dr.  Coe  observes: — "Lycopin  has  been  found  of  remarkable 
efficacy  in  diabetes.  We  give  it  in  doses  of  from  two  to  four 
grains  three  times  a  day  and  regulate  the  bowels  with  hjdrastin, 
A  suitable  diet  and  regimen  must  be  adhered  to.  The  alkaline 
sponge  bath  must  be  employed  two  or  three  times  a  week,  and  the 
food,  for  a  time,  consist  mostly  of  animal  'gelatine.  An  occasional 
alterative  dose  of  podophillin  and  leptandrin  will  much  facilitate 
the  operation  of  lycopin."  The  author  last  quoted  says,  that  the 
value  of  lycopin,  once  known  to  the  practitioner,  he  will  consider 
his  therapeutic  repertory  incomplete  without  it  Its  operation  is 
said  to  be  promoted  by  the  administration  of  warm  diluent  in- 
ftisions. 

Leuoorbhosa. — Prof.  Paine  is  very  positive  relative  to  the 
benefit  to  be  obtained  from  the  use  of  lycopin  in  this  malady. 
He  says  in  leucorrhoea,  he  has  employed  it  with  decided  advantage. 
He  suggests  that  it  be  compounded  with  the  syrup  of  hypo- 
phosphites,  cod  liver  oil,  iron,  stUlingin,  or  any  other  remedy  in- 
dicated in  the  disease.  Injections  into  the  vagina  of  acetate  of 
lead,  daily,  will  expedite  the  cure,  while  the  patient  is  taking  lyco- 
pin alternated  with  some  ot  the  ferruginous  preparations  three 
times  a  day.  Dewees  was  much  in  favor  of  employing  the  tinct 
of  cantharides  in  the  treatment  of  leucorrhoea,  and  continuing  its 
use  until  strangury  was  accomplished.  It  the  complaint  does  not 
then  yield,  he  goes  on,  again,  and  again,  as  he  expresses  it,  to 
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renew  the  strangury,  should  the  first  not  be  sufficient  He  says  he 
is  not  discouraged,  if  the  complaint  does  not  yield  to  several ;  for 
he  is  very  rarely  disappoiuted  in  the  operation  of  this  medicine, 
when  sufficiently  persevered  in.  Such  treatment  is  often  harassing 
to  the  patient  and  can  not  long,  be  tolerated ;  the  same  perseverance 
with  lycopus,  would  not  only  very  rarely  fail  to  cure,  but  allay  all 
irritation,  and  render  the  patient  comfortable  while  under  its 
influence. 

PHTHisia — ^We  do  not  present  lycopus  as  a  remedy  for  the  cure 
of  this  malady ;  but  for  the  relief  which  it  often  produces  in  the 
incipient  stages  of  this  disease,  The  febrile  tendency  is  readily 
subdued  by  its  use,  the  irritation  quieted,  expectoration  promoted, 
digestion  improved,  renal  and  cutaneous  depuration  aided,  and  a 
tendency  to  hemorrhage  obviated.  Though  it  fail'to  cure,  it  retards 
the  progress  of  the  disease,  affords  the  patient,  comparatively, 
freedom  from  suffering,  and  pnts  further  off  the  inevitable  conflict, 
that  sets  the  last  seal  to  human  Ufa  To  relieve  the  annoying  and 
exhausting  night  sweats,  that  occur  in  some  stages  of  this  com- 
plaint, an  infusion  of  equal  parts  of  lycopus  virginicus  and  achillea 
millefolum  will  be  found  very  serviceable.  Should  the  system  feil 
in  responding  to  this  prescription,  let  it  be  alternated  with  dilute 
sulphuric  acid 

It  often  happens  that  the  bowels  become  troublesome,  a  wasting 
diarrhoea  may  rapidly  exhaust  tie  waning,  vital  energy  of  the 
patient.  In  such  cases  the  lycopus  should  be  liberally  administered ; 
or  it  may  be  given  in  conjxmction  with  catechu  or  chalk  mixture, 
or  alternated  with  pills  of  acetate  of  lead  and  opium. 

Dyspepsia. — As  lycopus  exerts  a  favorable  effect,  or  influence 
over  all  portions  of  the  mucous  membrane,  improving'  its  tone, 
and  restoring  its  vigor,  it  has  been  recommended  in  the  treatment 
of  dyspepsia. 

Prof  Paine  refers  to  lycopin  as  valuable  in  the  cure  of  this 
diseasa  It  is  spoken  of  by  some  as  a  tonic  of  more  than  ordinary 
efficiency  for  invigorating  the  appetite,  and  promoting  the  function 
of  digestion.  Cases,  in  which  acidity  of  the  stomach  becomes  a 
troubleaome  symptom,  will  be  much  improved,  by  alternating  the 
sub-nitrate  of  bismuth,  or  the  soda  sulphis  with  lycopin. 
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Should  flatulence  become  troublesome,  cannabis  indica,  in  con- 
junction with  soda  sulphis  and  lycopin,  will  be  found  serviceable. 
Dr.  Lee  refers  to  lycopus  virginicus,  as  an  agent  that  quiets  the 
circulation  and  allays  inordinate  irritability,  results  essential  to 
secure,  in  many  cases  of  dyspepsia. 

When  nausea  and  frequent  vomiting  are  protracted,  the  bromide 
of  potassium  may  be  administered,  in  doses  of  from  four  to  ten 
grains  three  times  a  day,  alternated  with  doses  of  lycopus.  Dr. 
Copland  very  justly  observes : — "  A  predisposition  to  affections 
of  the  respiratory  organs,  or  tubercles  in  a  latent  state,  are  then 
often  called  into  activity  by  neglected  dyspepsia,  *  owing  either  to 
symptomatic  irritation  or  to  consequent  debility.  In  females,  ex- 
cessive menstruation,  as  to  either  the  frequency  or  quantity  of  the 
discharge,  is  often  the  more  immediate  consequence,  or  intervenes 
between  the  dyspeptic  disorder  and  the  pulmonary  affection.  In 
such  cases  the  treatment  should  be  directed  both  to  the  original 
disorder  and  to  the  consequent  affections ;  and  fortunately,  much 
of  the  means,  both  medicinal  and  dietetical  is  appropriate  to  both, 
the  mwe  astringent  and  refrigerent  tonics,  and  mild  or  cooUng 
aperients,  benefiting  the  disorder  of  the  stomach  as  well  as  the 
superinduced  complaints.'*  For  the  relief  of  these  sequences, 
lycopus  promises  as  much  as  any  single  remedy  in  the  Materia 
Medica.  It  is  not  expected  that  this  agent  alone,  or  any  other 
single  remedy  will  effect  a  cure,  but  let  it  be  associated  with  such 
others  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  require.  Disorder  of 
the  biliary  functions  and  disease  of  the  liver  are  common  sequences 
of  the  protracted  dyspepsia.  In  such  cases,  blue  pill  or  calomel, 
and  other  alteratives  should  be  associated  in  the  treatment,  also 
leptandrin  and  the  chloride  of  ammonium.  Patients  of  this  class 
must  pay  due  regard  to  a  regulated  diet,  otherwise  medical  means 
will  profit  but  little. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  Heart. — Dr.  King  says  that  bugle-weed  has 
been  beneficial  in  diseases  of  this  organ.  Digitalis  has  been  vaunt- 
ed as  a  remedy  in  cardiac  affections.  Lycopus  is  said  to  act  some- 
what like  digitalis,  in  abating  the  velocity  of  the  pulse,  but  is  de- 
void of  the  dangerous  effects  resulting  from  the  use  of  that  drug ; 
hence  it  can  be  used  with  iatpunity,  and  to  advantage  in  most 
cases,  in  which  digitalis  has  been  recommended. 

*Copland*8  Dictionary  of  Pratical  Med.  y.  2.,  p.  392. 
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The  late  Prof  Bafinesque,  as  has  been  stated,  considered  this 
drug  a  very  good  substitute  for  all  narcotics,  prussic  acid,  and  even 
bleeding.  K  we  adopt  Prof  B's.  opinion  of  this  plant,  we  can 
not  fail  to  discover  in  it  properties  highly  essential  in  the  treatment 
of  many  forms  ©f  cardiac  affections.  When  disease  of  the  heart 
arises  from  rheumatism,  colchicum  should  be  associated  with  lyeo- 
pus,  and  other  remedies,  usually  administered  in  the  treatment  of 
that  malady.  The  extract  of  asparagus  has  recently  been 
recommended  by  Mr.  Fumivall,  as  quoted  by  Copland,  as  an  im- 
portant remedy  in  the  treatment  of  these  affections ;  reducing  the 
number  of  pulsations  from  120  to  90  in  about  80  hours.  "We 
have  knowiii  it  employed,"  says  our  author,  "  with  apparent  benefit 
in  these  cases,  and  deem  it  well  worthy  of  farther  trials." 

This  agent,  alternated  with  lycopus,  both  reducing  the  heart's 
action,  no  doubt  would  prove  beneficial  in  many  instances. 

Iktermittent  Fever. — Notwithstanding  that  quinine  is  vaunt- 
ed,  and  justly  so  too,  as  the  sheet-anchor  in  the  treatment  of 
intermittent  fever,  yet  we  occasionally  meet  with  patients  who  can 
not  tolerate  its  use ;  such  cases  will  often  respond  favorably  to  the 
use  of  chamomile  an*  bugle  weed  conjoined.  Dr.  Lee,  in  his 
remarks  upon  the  therapeutical  properties  and  uses  of  lycopus, 
observes : — "  The  European  species  has  been  found  very  efficacious 
as  a  remedy  for  intermittents,  given  in  powder  previous  to  the 
access,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  our  own  species  possesses 
similar  properties  " 

Dr.  Kiug  testifies  to  its  beneficial  effect  in  this  malady.  This 
plant  seems  to  have  been  thrown  broad-cast  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  United  States  and  can  readily  be  obtained  in  most 
localities  where  this  disease  prevails. 

Few  of  our  indigenous  remedies  can  be  relied  upon  as  more 
positive  and  uniform  in  their  operation,  and  as  having  an  adaptation 
to  the  treatment  of  a  greater  numller  of  diseases  than  lycopus 
virginicus. 

Bronchorrhoba. — Prof  Paine  assures  ns  that  lycopin  acts  as  a 
tonic,  stimulant,  and  astringent  to  the  mucous  membrane,  especially 
to  that  of  the  bronchi ;  hence  he  considers  it  of  great  value  in  the 
treatment  of  bronchorrhoea.  Sometimes  camphor  and  opium  will 
actfbeneficially  in  this  disease  in  conjunction  with  lycopin. 
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Inplammatiok  of  the  FAUCKa — The  same  remarks  are  ap- 
plicable, relative  to  the  treatment  of  pharyngitis  with  lycopin,  that 
were  made  relative  to  bronchorrhoea 

In  some  forms  of  pharyngitis,  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  or 
creasote  should  be  applied  to  the  throat 

PBEPAKATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract,  -        -         Dose,  1  to  2  Dram& 

INFUSION  OF  BUGLB. 

Fluid  Extract        .        -        -        -        One  Ounca 

Water One  Pint 

Dose — Two  to  four  ounces. 

SYRUP  OF  BUGLE. 

Fluid  Extract  -        -        -  Three  Ounces. 

Syrup  -        -        -    '     -        -   Twelve  Ounces. 

Dose — One  to  two  ounces. 


"»^  i^  ■  I 


STARCHY  FOOD  FOR  INFANTS. 


The  Medical  and  Surgical  Heporter,  contains  the  abstract  of  a  dis- 
cussion, in  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London,  on  the  subject  of  the 
disorders  of  teething  children,  and  the  influence  thereupon  of  feeding 
with  starchy  substances.  Dr.  Norton  advocated  the  opinion,  that  the 
maladies  usually  attributed  to  teething  are  due  to  the  unphysiological 
practice  of  feeding  infants  on  starch  foods ;  that  starch  was  non- digestible 
by  the  infant  stomach ;  partly  because,  from  th^  mode  of  feeding,  the 
greater  portion  is  passed  into  the  stomach  without  being  rendered  soluble 
by  the  pty  alin  of  the  saliva.  The  diseases  usually  ascribed  to  teething — 
diarrhoea,  convulsions  and  bronchitis — rarely  occur  in  a  naturally  fed 
child,  and  on  the  other  hand,  they  occur  sometimes  in  the  first  months, 
when  the  teeth  obviously  could  exercise  no  baneful  influence.  Dr.  W. 
condemns  altogether,  farinaceous  food  for  infants,  and  advocates  the  sole 
use  of  cow-milk  diluted  with  water. 

Dr.  Ballard  said,  that  while  he  was  pleased  to  hear  a  doctrine  sup- 
ported which  he  had  advocated  years  ago,  that  teething  was  not  a  cause 
of  infant  disease,  he  did  not  agree  with  Dr.  W.  that  starch  was  such  a 
potent  cause  of  disorder — that  thoug|^  not  per  se  harmful,  it  was  not, 
however,  a  substance  on  which  infants  could  be  reared.     He  laid  great 
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stress  not  only  upon  the  importance  of  sufficient  food,  but  also  upon  the 
importance  of  not  allowing  the  bowels  to  act  ofVener  than  twice  in 
twenty-four  hours.  This  could  be  effected  by  the  mode  of  giving  the 
food ;  by  not  allowing  an  infant  to  suck  without  obtaining  the  food  it 
craves,  or  to  suck  too  hard  to  obtain  it  In  either  case  the  bowels  be- 
came disturbed  and  diarrhoea  was  the  result.  When  natural  milk  in 
sufficient  quantity  is  supplied,  no  other  food  is  requisite. 

Dr.  Phillips  considered  the  practice  of  giving  farinaceous  food  to 
infants  under  six  months  as  physiologically  incorrect,  as  it  was  practical- 
ly found  to  be  hurtful ;  he  was  not  convinced  that  no  evils  were  ever 
caused  by  teething,  but  quite  believed  that  the  evil  effects  ascribed  to 
teething,  were  oftener  caused  or  increased  by  improper  feeding. 

Dr.  Routh  thought  that  on  no  point  was  there  more  evidence  than 
against  the  use  of  starch  for  iofaQts  before  they  had  teeth;  for  the 
assimilation  of  starch  depends  on  its  conversion  into  sugar  by  the  saliva ; 
but  infants  isecrete  no  saliva  for  the  first  two  or  three  months.  Ex- 
amination of  infants  dying  after  the  use  of  starchy  food  showed  that  it 
passed  through  the  alimentary  canal  unchanged ;  the  alimentary  canid 
of  a  baby  was  that  of  a  camiverous  animal ;  when  it  was  evident  that 
a  mother  did  not  supply  sufficient  nourishment,  or  could  not  nurse  long, 
the  child  should  be  fed  at  once  with  cow's  milk  and  water,  to  which  add 
lime  water  and  sugar. 

The  writer  has  often  observed  that  children  fed  on  a  mixture  of  milk 
and  some  farinaceous  article,  and  who  were  suffering  from  indigestion, 
diarrhoea,  etc.,  were  relieved  by  the  addition  of  salt  to  the  food.  When 
milk  alone  does  not  agree,  he  suggests  the  substitution  of  Jrinh  moss  for 
the  arrow-root,  farina,  etc.,  commonly  used.  In  France  the  difficulty  of 
rearing  children  on  farinaceous  food  is  recognised,  in  the  fact  that  at  the 
hospital  for  infants  in  Paris,  they  have  a  standard  preparation  known  as 
''  marmalade  of  raw  beef,"  which  is  largely  used  in  diseases  resulting 
from  improper  nourishment.    It  is  prepared  as  follows  : 

Raw  beef gr.  1500. 

Powdered  sugar "      300. 

Chlor.  sodium "        23. 

Chlor.  potassium ''  8. 

Black  pepper "  3. 

carefully  deprive  the  meat  of  fat  and  sinew,  disintegrate  in  a  wooden 
mortar  and  add  the  powders. 

The  New  York  Medical  Record  contains  some  remarks  made  by  Dr. 
Rogers  before  ^the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  also  upon  this 
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subject,  which  are  worthy  of  repetition.  He  said  in  no  department  of 
medicine,  is  vagueness  of  aim,  uncertainty  of  result^  and  consequent 
tentative  practice  more  conspicuous,  and  more  disastrous,  than  in  the 
diarrhoeal  diseases  of  infants.  We  lose  our  aim  by  forgetting  or  never 
learning  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  infant.      ***** 

The  digestive  apparatus  of  the  infant,  is  in  some  respects  like  that  of 
the  camiverouB  animals,  arranged  for  highly  animalized  and  easily 
assimilable  food.  This  alone  should  teach  us  that  farinaceous  and 
vegetable  substances  should  not  enter  the  diet  of  infants.  *  *  * 
Infants  require  water,  while  their  natural  food,  milk,  contains  all  the 
water  usually  demanded ;  any  accident  or  disease,  which  cuts  off  the 
accustomed  supply  of  milk,  or  warm  weather  increasing  greatly 
perspiration,  induces  thirst,  for  which  water  is  the  true  remedy.  *  *  * 
Thus  it  is  that  diarrhoea  from  indigestion  so  often  occurs  in  warm 
weather  to  infants  both  breast  and  bottle  fed,  thirst  being  mistaken  for 
hunger,  they  take  more  food  than  the  stomach  can  dispose  of.  It  is 
liable  also  to  occur  from  too  great  dilution  of  the  milk,  the  digestive 
action  of  the  gastric  fluids,  suffering  embarrassment  by  the  very  great 
amount  of  fluid.  *  *  *  The  treatment  for  these  cases,  is  to  with- 
hold food  and  allay  the  thirst  by  cold  water,  without  stint  or  measure — 
keeping  the  patient  still,  and  finally,  when  desire  for  food  returns,  allow 
in  moderate  quantities,  undiluted  milk. 

FollowiDg  the    intestinal  disturbance,    produced  by  an  attack  of 

diarrhoea  from  indigestion,  the  annexed  symptoms  are  oftener  met  with ; 

frequent  dejections  of  a  greenish,  very   fluid,    and  foetid  character, 

frequently  containing  portions  of  undigested  casein  coagulum,  irritable 

stomach,  variable  appetite  and  continual  thirst.    Emaciation  progresses 

more  or  less  rapidly,  and  the  tongue  as  well  as  the  anus,  indicate  by 

their  redness  enlarged  papillae  and  excoriation,  a  profound  disturbance 

of  the  alimentary  canal.      The  case  is  one  of  chronic  colitis,  the  usual 

diarrhoea  of  infancy.      The  colon  as  a  receiving  and  absorbing  cavity 

for  the  excrementitious  and  alimentary  matter  poured  into  it  by  the 

small  intestines  and  by  its  own  excretory  glands,  refuses  to  perform  its 

functions ;  consequently,  as  fast  as  a  material  is  lodged  in  it  from  above, 

it  is  hurried  on  through  to  the  rectum  and  discharged,  not  only  adding 

to  its  irritability,  but  not  permitting  the  absorption  of  much  of  the 

alimentary  matter.     *    *    *     During  the  transit  of  a  fresh  supply  of 

such  material  through  the  diseased  colon,  the  child  often  has  intense 

febnle  heat  of  the  skin,  and  not  imfrequently  convulsions  which  terminate 

life.    *    *    *'  The  treatment  is  to  avoid  the  cause  which  set  up  this 
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infUmmation,  and  to  lessen  that  already  existing.  This  is  acoomplished 
by  withholding  food  as  much  as  possible,  keeping  the  desire  for  drink 
satisfied  with  water,  and  thus  secure  physiological  rest  for  the  colon. 
*  *  *  This  rest  is  more  completely  effected  by  means  of  anodynes 
thrown  into  the  rectum.  But  in  their  use  it  must  never  be  forgotten, 
that  neither  the  rectum  nor  any  odier  part  of  the  large  intestine,  can 
digest ;  that  its  function  is  to  absorb,  and  therefore  nothing  should  be 
introduced  except  solutions  or  substances  readily  soluble  in  water; 
nothing  but  evil  can  come  from  introducing  the  time  honored  gum 
water,  starch,  etc.  Dr.  R.  prefers  to  all  else,  the  watery  solution  of  the 
sulphate  of  morphia ;  its  dose  by  the  rectum  should  be  rather  less  than 
by  the  mouth,  and  its  action  thus  used  is  more  prompt  and  effective  to 
relieve  tenesmus  and  irritability  of  the  large  intestine.  He  repeatedly 
denounced  the  practice  of  feeding  infants  on  diluted  cow's  milk,  and 
urges  the  use  of  water  and  milk  separately. 

Experience  teaches  that  no  medication  avails  in  this  class  of  cases^ 
unless  proper  nourishment  can  be  supplied,  and  hence  the  great 
importance  of  this  discussion.  One  remedy,  however,  should  always 
be  mentioned,  from  its  great  value  in  a  large  proportion  of  these  cases, 
viz :  The  nitrate  of  silver  in  very  small  doses,  one  sixty-fourth  of  a  grain 
suspended  in  mucilage  of  gum  arable  three  or  four  times  daily. 

This  subject  may  be  deemed  a  trite  one,  but  when  we  refer  to  the 
mortuary  statistics  and  note  the  very  large  mortality  among  infanta^ 
mainly  from  this  class  of  diseases,  it  looms  up  in  importance  and  forces 
from  us  all  the  confession  there  is  yet  room  for  great  improvement.  In 
this  connection  it  is  pertinent  to  call  attention  to  a  communication  in 
the  California  Medical  OazettCy  for  November,  on  the  subject  of 

WINSLOW'S    SOOTHING   8TRUP. 

This  correspondent  says  he  was  called  to  an  infant  of  six  months  in  a 
dying  condition,  evidently  from  narcotic  poisoning.  It  had  taken  no 
medicine  except  this  soothing  syrup,  of  which  it  got  within  ten  hours, 
two  doses  of  one  teaspoonful  each.  An  analysis  by  a  skilful  chemisi 
of  the  ten  drachms  of  syrup  from  which  these  doses  were  taken,  yielded 
of  morphia  and  other  opium  alkaloids,  one  and  fourteenhundredths,  or 
nearly  one  grain  to  the  ounce  of  syriip.  The  directions  on  each  vial 
are  as  follows :  ' 

"  For  a  diild  under  one  month,  six  to  ten  drops ;  three  months  old, 
half  a  teaspoonful ;  six  months  and  upwards,  one  teaspoonful  three  or 
four  times  a  day."  In  dysentery  theie  doses  to  be  repeated  every  two 
hours. 
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Here  we  have  a  dose  of  morphia,  equal  to  ten  drops  of  laudanum, 
giTen  to  a  child  of  three  months  every  two  hours,  and  double  the 
quantity  to  a  child  of  six  months.  ^' But  says  one  of  the  ten  thousand 
mothers  who  use  this  syrup,  I  have  given  it  so  often  with  no  bad  result.** 
So  much  the  worse  for  you  and  your  infant,  for  you  will  persevere  in 
its  use  possibly  until  you  get  by  chance  one  of  these  vials  which  contain 
a  grain  of  morphia. — New  Orleans  Journal  of  Medicine,  January,  1870. 
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PRACTICAL  MXDIOINX  DIOBST,   BY   A.  C.  HOLT,  M.  D. 


Catabbh  and  Bbokchitis. — Prof.  Geo.  Johnson^  of  King's  College, 
gives  in  the  Britieh  Medical  Journal,  some  views  of  the  treatment  of 
these  very  common  and  troublesome  maladies,  none  the  less  valuable 
because  of  their  simplicity,  and  that  they  are  devoid  of  novelty. 
Recognizing  as  the  mo&t  common  exciting  cause,  some  atmospheric 
influence  which  suppresses  the  action  of  the  skin,  the  most  successful 
plan  of  treatment  consists  in  employing  means  for  the  restoration  of 
its  full  action.  After,  according  to  several  familiar  plans  for  ac- 
complishing this,  he  thinks  that  on  the  whole,  that  which  combines  in 
the  greatest  degree  efficiency  with  universal  applicability,  consists  in  the 
use  of  a  simple  hot-air  bath,  which  every  patient  can  command  in  his 
own  bed  room.  All  that  is  requisite  is  a  tin  spirit  lamp  with  large  wick, 
which  should  hold  sufficient  spirits  to  burn  half  an  hour.  The  patient 
sits  undressed  in  a  chair,  with  the  lamp  between  his  feet  rather  than 
under  the  chair ;  an  attendant  then  folds  two  or  three  blankets  around 
the  patient,  from  his  neck  to  the  floor,  so  as  to  enclose  him  and  the 
lamp,  the  hot  air  from  which  passes  freely  around  his  body.  In  from  a 
quarter  to  half  an  hour  there  is  usually  a  profuse  perspiration  excited, 
which  continues  when  the  patient  gets  to  bed  between  warmed  blankets. 
He  also  advocates  as  another  simple  and  efficient  mode,  wrapping  the 
undressed  patient  in  a  sheet  wrung  out  of  warm  water,  and  over  this 
folding  two  or  three  blankets,  remaining  thus  "  packed "  for  an  hour. 
He  remarks  in  passing  that  the  hot-air  bath  and  the  last  packing  are  of 
great  value  in  many  fonns  of  disease,  especially  in  renal  affections  and 
suppressed  eruptions,  so  often  attended  with  alarming  symptoms  and 
fatal  results,  and  in  which  medication  promises  so  little  relief. 
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In  manj  cases  opium  will  produoe  similar  good  results — ^but  maiij 
are  intolerant  to  opium— camphor  also  in  the  incipient  stages  is  a 
valuable  remedy ;  but  all  the  different  modes  mentioned  must  be  ap- 
plied  in  the  early  stages. 

Acute  bronchitis  is  an  exaggerated  catarrh ;  the  two  diseases  are  es- 
sentially the  same  and  require  the  same  principles  of  treatment,  modi- 
fied  only  by  severity  of  symptoms.  In  the  early  stages  when  the 
mucous  membrane  is  dry  and  swollen,  the  hot-air  bath  or  the  wet 
packing  may  be  employed  once  or  oftener,  with  advantage.  In  this 
stage,  tart,  antim.  and  potass,  in  doses  of  one- sixth  of  a  grain  combined 
with  liq.  ammon.  acet.  acts  most  happily.  The  temperature  of  the 
room  is  a  matter  of  much  importance — it  should  be  maintained  at  from 
45°  to  65®,  the  air  being  kept  moist  by  steam  from  the  spout  of  a  kettle, 
or  any  other  convenient  mode  which  may  suggest  itseltl  When  dyspuora 
with  tightness  and  oppression  is  present,  a  moderate  abstraction  of  blood 
by  cups,  oflen  affords  prompt,  decisive  and  permanent  relief.  Venesection 
is  rarely  required,  though  in  the  case  of  vigorous  subjects  suddenly 
seized  with  general  capillary  bronchitis  and  threatened  with  death  from 
apncea,  venesection  may  prove  a  life  saving  remedy. 

Milk  and  beef  tea  form  the  most  suitable  diet  during  this  stage  of  the 
disease.  Stimulants  and  opiates  are  to  be  avoided  as  a  rule,  on  account 
of  their  tendency  to  increase  the  congestion  and  dryness  of  the  inflamed 
mucous  surfaces.  In  the  second  stage,  when  free  secretion  has  been 
established,  a  combination  of  liquor  carb.  ammon.  with  chloroform,  is 
useful  as  a  stimulating  expectorant  and  anti-spasmodic.  Brandy  or 
wine  in  moderate  quantities  may  now  be  required.  When  in  the  ad- 
vanced st'age,  there  is  profuse  purulent  secretion,  with  copious  per- 
spiration, the  ammonia  mixture  may  be  replaced  hj  one,  each  dose  of 
which  contains  one  grain  sulph.  quinine,  two  grains  sulph.  zinc,  and 
twenty  minims  aromatic  sulph.  acid.  When  the  secretions  accumulate 
and  threaten  suffocation,  the  patient  becoming  blue  and  cold  and  drowsy, 
and  the  cough  nearly  or  quite  ceasing,  an  emetic  of  sulphate  zinc  is 
wonderfully  efficacious  in  clearing  the  air  passages.  In  this  stage,  the 
patient  who  has  been  laboring  for  breath  day  and  night,  craves  rest  and 
sleep,  and  oflen  begs  for  an  opiate.  A  small  dose  given  in  such  a  case 
may  cause  fatal  narcotism.  Opium  should  never  be  given  to  a 
bronchitic  patient  who  has  the  slightest  blueness  of  the  lips.  In  our 
variable  humid  climate,  bronchitis  in  children  is  one  of  our  most  form- 
idable diseases.  In  the  second  stage,  from  one  to  three  grains  of 
hydrochlorate  of  ammonia^nin  mucilage  of  gum  arable  every  ;two  or 
three  hours,  alternated  with  grain  doses  of  tannate  of  quinine  will   be 
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/ound  of  great  value,  and  nothing  Mrill  give  more  satisfaction  than  tba 
jippHcation  of  a  jacket  of  oil  silk  next  the  skin  of  the  little  sufferer. 
Attention  to  the  uniform  temperature  of  the  room,  and  to  keeping  the 
4iir  softened  with  warm  vapor  is  of  the  first  importance. — New  Orleant 
.Journal  of  Medicine^  January,  1870. 
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REPORTSD  BY    DR.  D.  B.  HILLIS,  KBOKUK,  IOWA. 


At  11  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  fifth  of  August,  1869, 1  was  called 
"to  see  Miss.  W.  R.,  a  large  and  well  developed  servant  girl,  ast.  18, 
^oing  housework  in  the  family  of  Mr.  O.  of  this  city. 

I  was  informed  by  him  that  the  girl  was  in  good  health  until  about 
-dusk  of  that  evening,  when,  "  all  at  once,"  she  complained  of  intenso 
pain  in  the  head,  soon  followed  by  convulsions,  and  cramps  in  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  When  I  arrived,  she  was  having  severe  donio 
spasms  of  the  jaws,  arms  and  legs ;  and,  when  able  to  speak,  complained 
bitterly  of  the  pains,  especially  of  those  of  the  stomach,  declaring  that 
she  was  "  burning  up."  The  pulse  was  full,  hard  and  120  per  minutes 
Anything  like  continued  pressure  on  the  epigastric  region  caused  great 
«ufl[ering. 

I  readily  concluded  the  case  to  be  one  of  poisoning,  by  some  agent  of 
great  virulence,  which  she,  after  some  persuasion,  admitted,  but  ob- 
stinately refused  to  say  what  it  was,  or  where  obtained.  She  coveted 
death;  and  positively  refused  to  swallow  anything,  until  I  threatened  to 
use  the  stomach  pump,  which  I  made  her  believe  was  an  engine  of  great 
power.  I  gave  her  the  whites  of  six  eggs,  all  that  could  be  had  in  the 
house,  followed  by  copious  draughts  of  sweet  milk,  and,  in  a  short  time, 
by  an  emetic  of  ipecac  and  tartarized  antimony,  whieh  acted  promptly, 
<sausing  the  ejection  of  a  large  amount  of  ingesta,  intermixed  with  a 
dark-brown  fluid. 

r 

To  enforce  this  treatment,  required  at  least  one  hour  and  a  half  from 
the  time  I  first  saw  her.  The  spasms,  of  which  she  had  not  less  than 
thirty  in  my  presence,  began  to  decrease,  and  subsided  entirely  withm 
the  next  hour.  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  she  had  taken  arsenic,  and, 
.^fber  giving  the  last  emetic,  had  sent  for  the  hydrated  sesquioxide  of 
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iron;  but  before  the  messenger  returi)ed  widi  it,  tSie  pattentt  hsMUg 
concluded  that  she  could  not  die,  las  was  her  desire,  and  being  exceeding- 
ly anxious  fo>r  relief  from  the  agonizing  pains,  admitted  that,  about  two 
o^clock  that  afternoon,  she  had  taken  two  spoonsful  of  blue  vitriol, 'in 
brandy ;  but  whether  large  or  small  spoons,  solid  or  fluid  measure,  i^be 
would  not  tell.  The  true  enemy  now  being  known,  I  changed  front  ac- 
cordingly, and  gave  the  prussiate  of  potassa,  in  fifteen  grain  doses,  everj 
hour,  until  the  ttctive  symptoms  of  poisoning  ceased.  With  the  second 
portion  of  the  antidote,  a  large  dose  of  castor  oil  was  given,  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  from  the  intestines  any  copper  they  might  contain. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  after  the  third  portion  of  the  potassa — ^about 
twelve  hours  after  the  poison  had  been  taken — I  left  my  patient  enjoy- 
ing a  4^uiet  sleep,  and  from  that  time  on  there  were  no  more  active 
Ifldicaticms  of  the  presence  of  the  agent  which  had  given  so  much 
trouble,  save  the  severe  corrosion,  or  inflammation  of  the  membranes^ 
with  which  it  had  come  in  contact,  and  from  which  she  recovered,  under 
the  use  of  aconite  and  belladonna,  in  tincture,  together  with  demulcent . 
drinks,  and  hot  woolen  cloths  to  the  surface.  I  will  just  add,  in  con- 
elusion^  that  for  me  the  case  was  possessed  of  three  points  of  specmit 
interest.  The  first,  the  length  of  time,  five  hours  intervening,  from  the 
taking  the  poison  until  the  development  of  the  first  symptom ;  ibe" 
second,  the  entire  absence  of  the  usual  nausea  and  vomiting  produced  * 
by  the  various  preparations  of  copper;  and  the  third  was,  the  efficiency 
and  reliability,  of  the  prussiate  of  potassa  as  an  antidote  in  such  cases«. 
^-^  Chicago  Medical  Journal,  Jan.  1870. 
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Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 


Trkatmbnt  of  Pseumonia. — Dr.  A.  T.  H.  Waters  of  Liverpool^ 
publishes  in  the  Lancet  the  results  of  treatment  in  53  consecutive  cases 
of  acute  pneumonia  treated  by  him  in  the  Liverpool  Northern  Hospital,, 
and  accompanied  by  a  tabular  statement  presenting  the  leading  features 
of  each  case. 

iOf  ike  age  of  the  patients, — Under  ten  years,  1  case;  between  teft 
and  twenty  years,  7  cases ;  between  twenty  and  thirty,  years,  25  cases ;; 


iMtiN^eea  tiinrtj^uid  forty  yeafs,  «12  oasos ;  between  ^ortj  and  fifty  ty.earc^ 
f  OAses ;  between  fifty  4Uid  sixty  years,  M  ease.  All  the  patieiits  woare 
•nMlsB  exo^  'two.  A  large  proportion  of  them  were  sailors,  lisqy 
«were  strong  rdbust  looking  men,  whose  previous  iiealth^had  been  >goaiily 
laafd  in  whom  the  disease  had  existed  for  a  lew  days  only  befoie  afl- 
OEidssion  into<the  hospital. 

ICbe  disease  was  singie  in  44  cases,  invoWiag  froai^ooeihaif  ^tofthe 
4^6le  6i  the  lung ;  it  was  double  in  '9  easts.  Of  tlie  ^sii^le  eases,  Ae 
^lig^ti  king  was  attaeked  in  30,  the  left  in  dl.  Of  the  .doable  .eases,  4he 
(1^  ^long  was  most  involved  in  6,  the  right  in  1.  tBoth  Imogs^Mir^ 
)equally  iitvolved— ^viz.,-  one^half — ^in  2  eases. 

'^fUke  treaiment — Veneseetion  was  not  practised  in <aiiy -ease.  ^Ot&y 
tg  -eases  were  eupped ;  and  only  2  bad  leeches  •appUitd.  iWimMiwr 
Mtimony^wasgiTen,  it  was  in  small  doses-^from  one-twelMi  ito  ^euie- 
^bnrth  of  a  grain — exeept  -in  twor  < instances,  in  'whieh  it  ssas  ^gitcisii  dn 
^doses  of 'tiiree^  quarters  of  a  grain  and  « ^gvain.  *Jn  SS  >«as«s— ta^laage 
Hoaajority  of  the  whole — no  antimony  was  given.  In  « -lar  je  fnxp&tf^n 
^tf  <^tbe  -cases  -^ome  aleoholio  stimulant  mas  given  >early  in  theidiiewfo. 
^IhW^eases^aleciholio  stimulants  formed  the  main  therapeutio  age0t;^«ad 
im  some  4i  ^the^most  aevere  eases  no  othar  medicine  vsastgiiMn.  ^Ini6|of 
dbe  TemakiiBg  cases  stimulants  were  given  After ^a-few  days' ttveaHncnt 
%y  otiMr  <inee»8.  The  stimuUmts  were  given  at  ^regular  iuttt^iMSs, 
^reqttenity  withfoc^,  'beef-iea,  or  milk.  In  the  instaaee  'matlMld  thy  a 
wvryfapM  puke  and  ^reat  dyapnoaa,  branny  wa8'given4eivcKydiciir,<or 
«6rery^liour'andHi)half.  Mereury-^^caloroeltwith^opium-  ■iwiao>.not  giMen 
^CwiCe«a4ay'for*six/days;  but  no  soreness  of 'Acguns  was  ^voduc^. 
4b  iiO'Other  rnstance  ;w«s  mercury  'given,  except  as  a  'pufgativein^coAi* 
ibma^csi  witii  some  other  drug.  -In  every  'Caae  nutrients  jwcre  allaiied 
jHeely — viz^,  beef-tea  and  milk  from  the  ccmm<meemeiiticf»tieatinaiit, 
and  solid  food  as  soon  as  the  patient  could  take  it 

iQ^f^^tfU^to— Orthe&S  cases,  1  died.  In  > this  ease,  after  coik- 
twdcsDence^bad  apparently >sct  in,  and  the^ pulse  had  faUen  toSO,  eiliitioD 
into  the  pleura  took  place  somewhat  suddenly  and -to  .a  large ^axtcpt^ 
and  death  soon  followed.  The  average  duration  of  the  52  cases  that 
^ram  the  commencement  of  treatment  to  the  period  of  convalescence — 
namely,  when  all  active  symptoms  had  subsided,  when  the  pulse  haci 
&llen  to  a  natural  or  nearly  natural  standard,  and  when  the  patient 
^eoufd'take  solid  fodd — was  8|  days. 

The^date  6{  the  commencement  of  the  attack  was  oleatly  ascettainecl 
in '41  eases.  The  average  duration  of  these,  from  the  onset  of  disedse 
%b  Uirtime  df  convalescence^  was  llj  days. — Medical Record,'Ftib.'ltW). 
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DioscoRSA  ViLLOsA.  ( WHd  Yom\ — In  the  September  number  of  the 
'  St,  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal ^  Dr.  C.  T.  Hart,  says,  a  more 

extended  clinical  experience  is  developing  a  much  broader  range  ot 
:  Action  for  the  dioscorea.  For  a  long  timQ  it  was  confined  almost  ex-> 
.  dusivelj  to  the  treatment  of  bilious  colic,  in  which  disease  it  has  been 

regarded  as  very  nearly  a  specific.  More  recently  it  is  found  to  poi^sess 
'  equjilly  positive  if  not  so  speedy  therapeutic  value  in  the  management 
-.  of  other  diseases.      He  claims  that  its  particular  value  is  in  diseases  of 

the  mucous  surfaces,  '4n  overcoming  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
.attended  with  pain  resulting  from  spasmodic  contraction,"  and  that  it 

may  be  administered  with  benefit  in  disorders  of  the  mucous  membrane 
xof  the  stomach,  bowels,  bladder,  uterus,  or  the  lining  of  the  ducts 

opening  into  the  prima  via ;  it  allays  vomiting  attending  painful  gastric 

itrritatiop,  and  is  superior  to  any  agent  in  soothing  the  pain,  distress  and 
,  ^omiting  attending  cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  in  no  disease  probably 
.  lis  any  single  remedy  more  prompt  and  certain  in  action  than  the 
1. 4ioscorea  in  bilious  colic     In  the  painful  tenesmus  ot  dysentery  it  gives 

iprompt  relief,  and  can  be  most  advantageously  combined  with  other 
T  iremedies  in  treating  this  distressing  malady.      In  dysmenorrhoea  de- 

^ndent  on  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterine  neck,  it  is 
;  a  valuable  adjunct,  if  not  in  every  case  singly  equal  to  the  task  of  re- 
/  moving  the  disorder.  So,  too,  with  the  bladder ;  dysuria  arising  from 
f  srritation  of.  the  neck  yields  promptly  to  its  use,  either  simply,  or 

Associated  with  other  agents.  In  short,  it  may  be  classed  as  anodyne 
tf  and  anti  spasmodic,  allaying  excitement,  relaxing  muscular  tissue,  and 
.  in  certain  cases  relieving  pain  when  all  preparations  of  opium  fail. 

This  fact,  together  with  its  specific  and  unvarying  action  on  certain  dis- 
*  eased  tissues  places  it  among  our  positive  remedies.  The  preparation 
,  in  common  use  is  the  fluid  extract,  which  contains  very  nearly,  if  not 

all  the  virtues  of  the  root. 

A  most  valuable  remedy  is  the  dioscorea  villosa,  if  better  acquaint- 
•'  anoe  with  it  justifies  the  above  eulogy  of  Dr.  Hart. — New  Orleans 
Journal  of  Medicine,  Jan.  1870. 


.  1 

Glvoerine  and  Carbolic  Aero  for  Burns.    To  the  Editors  of  thk 
Chicago  Medical  Journal  : 

At  the  Gaiety  Theatre  fire  in  this  city,  some  three  weeks  since,  Mr. 

Bangs,  photographer,  was  badly  burned  about  the  face  and  hands.     The 

latter  were  affected  so.  that  the  skin  peeled  off  like  irloves.    As  soon 

.  afterwards  as  possible,  the  burns  were  dressed  with  linseed  oil,  and 
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morphia  was  administered  to  relieve  pain.    I  first  saw  the  patient  nexi^ 
morning.     I  dressed  the  hands  and  face  with  the  following : 

5     Glycerine |  yj. 

Acidi  Carbol.y 3  j.    M        i 

'  This  augmented  the  pain  considerably  for  an  hour  or  more.    It  was  < 
applied  freely,  with  a  camel's  hair  pencil,  and  the  fingera  afterwards « 
wrapped  up,  separately,  with  strips  of  linen  lint.     The  dressing  was 
changed  daily,  by  soaking  the  lint  in  warm  water,  washing  the  parts  by  i 
squeezing  warm  soap  suds  out  of  a  sponge  over  them,  and  re- applying; 
the  glycerine  and  carbolic  acid.     The  patient  had  to  have  morphine 
once  or  twice  daily,  to  relieve  the  pain.     Eighteen  days  after,  while, 
others  burnt  no  worse,  but  had  received  different  treatment,  were  stiU 
suffering,  Mr.  6aDg*s  wounds  had  healed  and  new  skin  formed,  leaving^ 
no  scar  on  the  face,  although  the  epidermis  had  all  peeled  off.     After 
this,  simple  cerate,  or  pure  glycerine  was  substituted,  and  he  is  now  able 
to  resume  his  work,  although  his  hands  are  still  very  tender.  ' 

In   the   October  number  of  the   American  Journal  of  the  Medical^ 
Sciences,  is  a  statement  of  a  severe  burn  of  the  legs,  from  the  knee^^ 
down,  treated  by  C.  C.  Lange,  M.  D.,  of  Pittsburg,  by  linseed  oil,  8 
parts,  carbolic  acid,   1  part.     I  would  say  to  the  profession  that  this  is 
too  strong,  too  large  a  proportion  of  the  carbolic  acid,  and  must  have  pro^* 
duced  intense  suffering,  besides  the  danger  incurred  by  its  absorption  frorii* 
so  large  a  surface.    A  drachm  to  four  ounces  of  glycerine,  is  as  strong  as 
should  be  applied,  or  as  is  necessary.     1  consider  the  glycerine  prefer-; 
able  to  the  oil — is  mild,  protects  from  the  air,  and  mixes  thoroughly* 
with  the  acid,  which  it  dissolves. 

On  a  portion  of  one  hand,  at  the  patient's  request,  and  on  his  face/ 
1  tried  the  application  of  furniture  varnish,  in  which  he  had  great  faith/ 
from  seeing  a  paragraph  in  the  papers  recommending  it.  The  parts 
did  not  do  so  well,  apparently,  and  it  was  discontinued,  and  the  glycerine* 
resumed,  when  they  satisfactorily  healed.  T.  Williams,  M.  D. —  Chi- 
cago Medical  Journal,  Jan.  1870. 


Doses  for  Hypodermic  Use. — In  answer  to  the  many  inquiries  made 
by  correspondents  concerning  the  medicines,  and  their  doses,  to  be  use^ 
by  hypodermic  injection,  we  insert  a  table  prepared  by  a  young 
physician  of  this  city  for  a  new  Visiting-list,  just  Issued  here  by  another 
physician,  also  of  this  place : 

AcoNiTicJK  {Aconieia,    Off,) — g  Aconitise,  gr.  j.;  aquee   destillat«B 
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plMBBtBi€o>  fl  ^km\  as.    Misce  et  fisl  solutia.     £)%MMBh— mmtmttm^.  Mv  $. 

r«.iJe  gr. ;  maximum^  M.  iv.r«.^  gr* 

AxROFtisrir  {Atropia  Of.) — ^  Atfopia  su1phatis,gr.  j;  aq^fOfle^ desiil- 
lat»  pur.,  &,  drm.  as.  Iilisce  et  fiat>  solutio.  Do8a—-f^timfitim,  M. 
ij^sai^jj^gr. :  nunsimtimy  Mw  iv.ss^g^*  Best  of  all  medioiitid^  Mpiedito 
idr  eivery  kii^  of  pain  in?  pelvic  viscerft. 

GAifFBma,  Thbine. — ^  Caffeinee,  gr.  ij. ;  aquee  diBStaii  buyi^sttai  Mi 
Isiem  MiBte  et  fkst  solutio.  Dt)stf — nUtUmimn^  M.  20i=3rJ:  gt.  9tta«eiiltii»f^, 
Kl  40Wl  gr.     Neuralgias  aisd>  aloohc^io  insomnia; 

StBYCHNims  (Strychnia^  Off,) — 5  Strychniffi  sulphatis,  gf.  i|,; 
^k^KSSd  diBbtillatee  buUientiR,  oz.  j.  Misce  et  fiat  soliitio.  Dosk — 
fkinimunt,  M.  ij.=  iJo  gP«  fftaximum,  M.  iv.=  eo  gr.  Gastralgia^  and 
Hietiralgia  of  heart. 

MoRPHiNK  {Morphia^  Off,) — ^,  Morphise  acetatis,  gr.  v. ;  acidi 
acetic],  M.  j. ;  aquee  destillatse  bullientis,  f.  drm.  j.  Misce  et  flat  solutio. 
Pose — minimum,  M.  j.««,\gr.  maximum,  M.  ▼!.=$  gr.  Ten  grains 
iio  drachm  can  be  disolved  by  use  of  glycerine.  Especially  useful 
ill  delirium  tremens  and  neuralgic  pains. 

NicoTiNK  {Nicotina).-^^  Nicotinae,  gr.  j.  *y  aquae  destill.  puriss*^  f, 
oz.  ss.  Misce  et  fiat  solutio.  Doss — minimum,  M.*  ijr=*»iBo;  gr* ;  max- 
imum, M.  iv.as^^  gr.     Useful  in  tetanus. 

DioiTALiNX  {Dipitaiioy  Off,y—^  DigitalisB,  gr.  j.  ^  aqusB  desiCilL 
porissimae,  f.  oz.  ss.  Misce  et  fiat  soiutio.  Dosb — mimmatmf  M. 
ij^sBxjJ^  gr. :  m^aximum,  M.  iv.a»0^o  gr.     Useful  in  febrile  conditions. 

Calabar  Bean  (Physostigma  Venenoavm) — ]^  Extractum  phy- 
i^ostigmatos  venenosi  alcoholici,  gr.  ij. ;  aqua?  destillatae  purissimae,  drm. 
*J!*  f  glycerin ae,  oz.  j.  Misce  et  fiat  solutio.  Dosb — mimmum^  M. 
20»>i\  gr. :  maximum,  M.  40bs:^  gr.  In  tetanus. — AmsHcan  Practitioner^ 
January,  1870. 


Carbolic  Acid  in  Gleet  :  By  T.  J.  Williamson,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. — ^There  is  probably  no  complaint  which  prostrates  the  mental 
and  physical  energies  more  effectually  than  that  very  formidable  disease 
^f  the  urinary  passages  termed  gleet. 

Many  of  the  best  pathologists  on  the  continents  have  written  exhaust- 
ire  papers  upon  the  treatment  of  gleet  to  little  or  no  effect^  until  the 
introduction  of  that  sovereign  remedy,  carbolic  acid,  has  brought  about 
an  entire  change  in  its  management.   I  have  been  called  upon  to  preacpibe 


fsm  kfi^ro^^o^  o^#«p^  ftud  m^^%  canfosfi,  thatt,  I  hf^.€^  o^ver  found  f^ij^, 
Ti^me^j  h«df  80  effiofHsipua  ai^  it. 

Cass. — H.  J.,  age  jtwenty- seven  jears,  pale,  sallow,  forgetfiil  apdvdii- 
^pendent,  applied  to  me  on  May  25th  for  treatment  for  ^eet.  Aa  a 
^xmstitutional  remedy  I  pre9Cril>ed : — 

1^     Syr.  lod.  Ferri f  ij. 

FW.'  Ex.  Uv»  Ursi 

«      "    Buchu 

Syr.  Hiimuli  aa f  j.    M. 

"Sigi — Teaspoonful  four  times  a  day. 

When  tke  above  became  r^ulsive  to  the  stomaob,  advised  its  dlseon- 
tkHianoe  for  several  days,  and  directed  in  lieu  of  it— 

g     Syr.  Acaciee 

Aq.  Mentk  Pip.  aa. §iL 

Gurbolic  Acid grs.  xv.     M. 

^ig. — Desert-spoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

And  during  the  entire  treatment^  in  all  cases,  I  prescribed — 

3     Glycerine ,  ^  ss. 

Carbolic  Acid grs.  viij,      M. 

Dip  a  No.  6  bougie  in  the  above,  and  introduce  up  the  urinary  canal 
three  times  a  day. 

Dismissed  the  patient  on  5th  of  July  in  perfect  health.  Have  used 
die  local  remedy  alone  in  a  great  many  cases,  and'the  effect  has  been 
Bsagical. — Cincinnati  Medical  Repertory, — New  Orlecms  Journal  of 
Medicine,  January,  1870. 


Nocturnal  Enursbis  and  Incontinbncs  op  Urine. — Frederick  G. 
Snblling,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  in  a  clever  paper  on  "  Nocturnal 
Eineureais  and  Incontinence  of  Urine "  {Med,  Gazette),  says  that  this 
mSection  is  more  common  in  girls  than  in  boys,  and  with  them  it  is 
'desirable  to  ascertain  the  absence  of  all  vaginal  discharge,  worms,  or 
other  sources  of  rectal  or  vaginal  irritation.  The  child  should  be  urged 
to  exert  the  will  during  the  day,  and  to  accustom  the  bladder,  if  irritable, 
to  the  presence  of  urine.  Opium  and  cantharides  will  greatly  strengthen 
the  resisting  power  of  the  sphincter. 

When  the  disorder  has  arisen  from  over-distention  of  the  bladder, 
tbere  may  result  an  affection  of  the  nerves,  or  of  the  muscular  fibre,  or 
l^hy  inducing  paralysis  of  the  viscus,  and  allowing  it  to  fill  up  without 
tli«  knowledge  of  the  patient,  and  to  dribble  away  drop  by  drop.    This 


• 
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coDdition  is  more  likely  to  occur  later  in  life,  and  from  injury,  than  in^ 
early  youth.  An  excellent  prescription  for  this  class  of  cases  is  the^ 
following : — 

I^     Elixir  aromat.  secalis,    ) 
'    Tr.  uva  ursi,  ) aa    §  ss. 

Tr.  buehu, |  vj. 

Ess.  pyrolse, 3  ij. 

Syrup  zingiberis, s      5  J* 

M.     Half  or  one  teaspoonful  three  times  daily,  for  an  adult. 

In  those  cases  dependent  on  atony  or   paralysis  of    the  sphincter- 
Tesicffi,  the  sheet-anchor  of  treatment  is  strychnia  or  nux- vomica,  com- 
Inned  with  tinct.  of  cantharides,  opium,  morphine,  or  cannabis  indica,. 
iron,  and  the  vegetable  tonics,  as  for  instance : — 

5     Ext.  nucis  vomiese, gr.  viij. 

Oxydi  ferri  nigri, 3  j. 

Pulv.  quassise, 3  j. 

Syr.  absinth, q.  s. 

•  M.     Ft.  massa  et.  in  pil.  xlviij.  divide. 

One  pill  to  be  taken  three  times  daily. — Med.  Becord, — Druggist^ 
'  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette,  Feb.  1870. 


Therapeutics  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin. — ^The  following  abstract 
from  Dr.  Anderson's  valuable  lectures  on  this  subject  will  prove  in-^ 
■tructive.  First  of  all  determine  whether  the  disease  is  acute  or  chronicr 
for  on  this  will  depend  the  character  of  the  local  treatment.  If  acute^ 
and  the  eruption  be  copious,  accompanied  by  much  swelling,  and  a  sense 
of  heat  or  burning  pain,  avoid  local  applications  altogether,  or  use  only 
such  as  soothe,  reserving,  as  a  rule,  such  as  stimulate  for  chronic  cases^ 
Where  the  parts  are  covered  with  crusts  or  scales,  remove  them,  or* 
local  applications  will  prove  inert.  To  do  this  apply  oil,  soak  the  parts. 
in  warm  water,  or  cover  with  a  poultice  and  hot  oil  at  night,  and  again: 
in  the  morning,  if  necessary ;  and  such  crusts  as  remain  remove  with> 
the  finger-nail,  or  if  on  hairy  parts  with  the  comb.  For  the  removal  oF 
scales — in  psoriasis,  for  example — use  applications  containing  potash.. 
Warm  baths  of  soft  water,  made  more  soothing  by  the  addition  or 
gelatine  or  starch  or  soda,  are  particularly  useful  where  a  large  extent 
of  surface  is  affected,  as  in  acute  general  psoriasis.  Absorbent  powders 
sometimes  do  good  where  the  inflammation  is  acute,  as  in  erysipelas  or 
shingles,  ancl  where  there  is  a  tendency  to  undue  moisture,  as  in  eczema, 
where  it  affects  surfaces  which  are  in  apposition.   Powdered  starch,  talc,., 
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lyoopodium,  zinc,  oarb.  magnes.,  and  oarb.  zinc,  combined  in  various 
ways,  are  among  the  best.  When  burning  heat  or  itching  is  complained 
of,  add  camphor,  as  in  the  following  recipe : 

9     Starch 3  vj. 

Ox.  zinc 3  iij. 

Cochineal gr.  j. 

Powdered  Camphor 3  ss. 

M.  thoroughly. 

Poultices  often  relieve  pain  or  tension,  or  favor  suppuration,  but  must 
not  be  too  loDg  continued,  or  they  become  themselves  a  source  of  in- 
flammation. Soothing  ointments  are  more  universally  applicable  than 
any  of  the  preceding.  They  soften  and  favor  the  removal  of  crusts  and 
other  debris  ;  cover  and  protect  the  inflamed  parts  against  contact  of  the 
air.  The  benzoated  ox.  zinc  ointment,  which  is  one  of  the  best,  is  made 
softer  and  more  cooling  by  adding  two  drachms  spirits  camphor  to  each 
ounce  of  the  ointment.  Bismuth  aldo  makes  a  soothing  unguent,  as  in 
the  following : 

3     Subnitr.  Bismuth 3  ss. 

Rect.    Spts., 3  ss. 

Simple  Ointment 3  vj. 

Oil  of  roses min.   ss.   M 

Soothing  lotions  sometimes  relieve  uneasiness,  are  occasionally  curative 
(in  acute  eczema  impetiginodes  of  the  face).  Among  the  best  are  those 
which  contain  lead  and  soda — (a)Solution  of  subacet.  lead,  dr.  j  ; 
Glycerine,  dr.  iv ;  Distilled  water,  oz.  vj.  M.  (h)  Dilut.  hydrocyanic 
acid,  dr.  ij  ;  Bicarb,  sodse,  dr.  j  ;  Glycerine,  dr.  iv ;  Rose  water,  oz.  vss. 
M.  Sponge  parts  frequently  with  these,  or  apply  by  means  of  rags. — 
(See  London  Lancet,) — American  Practitioner^  Feb.  1870 


Toothache  Mixtures. — Nitric  ether  (Jour,  de  Chim.  Med,)  and 
sulphate  of  alumina  mixed  into  paste,  and  applied  to  cavity,  cures  in- 
stantly. While  upon  this  subject  we  will  give  to  our  dental  readers 
another  cut  from  the  Amer.  Jour,  of  Pharmacy,  5  •  Gallae  pulv..  No.  40, 
four  troy  ounces ;  Pyrethri  rad.  pulv..  No.  46,  three  troy  ounces ;  Opii. 
pulveris,  half  a  troy  ounce ;  Glycerinse,  a  troy  ounce;  Alcoholis  diluti, 
a  sufficient  quantity.  Mix  the  powders,  moisten  the  mixture  with  three 
fluid  ounces  of  the  diluted  alcohol  mixed  with  the  glycerin,  and  packed 
in  a  conical  percolator.  Then  pour  on  diluted  alcohol  until  a  pint  of 
tincture  has  passed.  Evaporate  on  a  water  bath  to  a  soft  extract  and 
preserve  it  for  use.      This  extract  has  been  used  for  thirty  years  as  an 


W"  The  Jmimalit^ify^^wj^Medica. 

uppUoft^ofi  tpi  piiuii&dr  deonj^iog  teetb  where*  tbe^  netv».  puifi  i8.^Mffinip|>lJij; 
iV^oawibkr  to  brittg^  the  eiKtniot  ioip  ooBAnotiwitkU.  Thi^,  gl^o^ij^^  ^% 
been  added  more  recently  ta  fareventtk^  exit7iK[it.fifea».be(HHBii^  fm^^^ 
A  solution  in  which  these  quantities  are  ;present  in  a  pint,  odorized  with 
oil  of  gault^eria,  makes  a  good  liquid  preparation  applied  on  cotton. 
The  soft  e^ract  is  applied  by  inserting  a  pellet  in  the  eB^xtjy  and  then 
a  wad  of  cetton,  advising  the  patient  to  reject  tbe^  saliyA.  which  freely 
flows  from  the  action  of  the  pyrethrum  on  the  salivary  glands,-^i>eti^/ 
Office  and  Lahoratory, — Naahville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgeryy 
January,  1870. 

b^FANTiLv  S¥^Hij<i$. — Prof«  J.  Lcwis  SiQlth,  M.  D.,  N.  Y.  {Jited,  cmd, 
Surg.  Beporter\  prescribes  the  following,  formul^n.  in,  infantile  ^yphiljis^: 

]^     Hydrarg.  cum,  cretai gr.  iij,-vj, 

Sacchari  alb. 3  j,  !&f. 

E^ivide  iato  12  powd^a.     One  to  be  taken,  three  tjisest  daily. 
5     Hydrarg.  chloride  corrosivi gp.  L-i|, 

Syr.  Sarsaparillro  comp. f.  §  ij. 

Aquae £  |  viij.     M 

One  teaspoonful  ter  die.  Mercury,  in  whatever  i>rm«  employed, 
sdiould  not  be  discontinued  entirely  till  several  weeks  after  t^e  ayphilitio 
ayaiptoma  in  the  child  have  disappeared.  When  the  mercuriali  is 
omitted,  tonics  are  often  required.  The  preparations  of  cinchoni^  i^e 
useful  in  cases,  as  are  also  those  of  iron.  The  liquor  ferri  iodidi  is  es- 
pecially beneficial  in  this  class  of  cases. — Medial  Becord^  Jan.,  1870* 


Curb  for  Ck>RNS. — Soak  the  feet  well  in  warm  water,  then,  with  a 
sharp  instrument  pare  off  aa  much  of  the  com  as  can  be  done  without 
pain,  and  bind  up  the  part  affected  with  a  piece  of  linen  or  muslin 
thoroughly  saturated  with  sperm  oil,  or  what  is  better,  the  oil  winch 
floats  upon  the  surface  of  the  pickle  of  herring  or  mackerel.  After 
tiiree  or  lour  days  the  dressing  may  be  removed,  and  the  remaining  dead 
eutiele  removed  by  scraping,  when  the  new  skin  will  be  found  of  a  sof^ 
and  healthy  texture  and  less  liable  to  the  formation  of  a  new  com  than 
before.  We  have  this  recipe  from  a  source  that  we  cannot  well  doubt^ 
and  publish  it  for  the  benefit  of  many  suflering  readers. — Jimrnal  of. 
Applied  Chemistry, — Nashville  Journal  of  JUecUcine  and  Swrgery^  Jan. 
1-870, 
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WimS  BSaiABKS  OtNi  THE  FBSPA£ATK)N  I^fi  TOR 
TSiE^TMENT  m  THU  SMJOiii  POX 


The  mamieF  of  treatment  of  Small  Pox,  as  given  by  Dr.  Younglo^e, 
ii^  the  annexed  communication,,  and  pursued  by  him,  was  very  successfiil. 
Qle  carried  through  many  thousands,  and  never  lost  a  ease  whea  his  mode 
of  treatment  was  complied  with  from  the  commencement  to  the  end. 

Persons  having  been  exposed  to  the  Small  Pox,  and  putting  themselves 
on  preparation  for  that  disorder,  without  inoculation,  ought  to.  be  tireat- 
ed  in  the  same  manner  as  those  inoculated. 

iiU  such  of  them  as  are  in  any  tolerable  health,  need  no  medical  prer 
paration.  Their  diet  ought  to  be  good  new  milk,  chocolate,  tea  or  the 
like,  with  other  bland  nutricious  food,  sufficient  to  keep  them  in  tolerable 
Utecmgth  ;  avoiding  cider,  wine  and  spirits,  as  well  as  pepper,,  and  other 
such  heating  substances  and  salted  meats ;  to  eat  but  little  meat  of  any 
kind-*-aBd  be^  vary  modmmte  in  the  use  of  butter.  They  should  avoid 
all  extremes  of  cold,  wet  or  heat,  and  keep  tkesaselvea  habituaU^  a 
little  cooler  than  usual  at  other  times. 

During  the  symptomatic  complaints,  fortitude  and  patience,  are  in 
most  eases  the  only  proper  remedies,  avoiding  the  fire,^  and  othec  un- 
necessary warmth  and  violent  exescise. 

The  Stomach,  as  other  parts,  will  in  many  cases,  be  disagreeably  af- 
ft^eted,  but  mi»t  not  by  any  means  be  treated  a»  in  similar  distresses  of 
thati  organ,  in  other  diseases  and  ciroumstaioea.  On  the  eontrary,  it 
SMist  be  held  as  an  axiom,  that  there  is  no  analogy  between  the  ca0e». 
Medicine  of  emetic,  cathartic,  or  laxative  tendency,  are  at  this  juncture, 
9&  more  applicable,  or  safe  as  remedies,  than  they  would  be  in  cases  of 
]|ersons  otherwise  well,  suffering  under  the  distressing  affectio»s  of  tb^ 
stomach,  occasioned  by  the  lingering  extremity  of  hunger.  In  my  long 
and  extensive  practice,  I  have  never  found  their  use  in  one  instance 
warrantable.  For  the  only  relief  of  those  and  other  painful  symptoms^ 
i»  ky  eruption  in  its  due  time,  the  alarming  delay  of  which,  happily,  is 
hfizt  rasre  under  proper  treatment;  bat  when  it  oocura,  it  U  generally  at- 
tended with  distressing  effects  in  other  parts,  and  particukrly  in  tbe^ 
i^omacb,  and  relief  must  be  given  by  the  fM  degree  of  covering  and 
wavrnth  usual  in  health,  and  by  a  ^ree  use  of  new  milk — warm  from  the 


92  The  Jovmal  of  Maieria  Mediccu 

oow ;  whioh  if  .the  stomach  will  not  bear,  (as  rarel  j  happens,)  then  a 
dose  of  flour  of  sulphur,  in  the  proportion  of  a  small  teaspoonful  to  an 
adult  given  in,  is  the  most  effectual  promoter  of  eruption  and  consequent 
relief.  But  should  the  stomach  still  refuse  the  milk,  administer  it  in 
the  way  of  milktoddy ;  and  when  the  eruption  is  sufficiently  excited 
and  apparent,  the  immixed  milk  will  not  be  refused-^and  the  aspect  of 
the  eruption  is  thenceforward  a  sure  index  of  the  state  of  the  stomach. 

The  more  profuse  the  eruption,  the  more  milk  should  be  taken — es-. 
pecially  the  third  day  of  its  appearance,  and  onward ;  for  it  can,  if  profuse, 
never  be  filled  with  good  pus  without  much  moist  nourishment  of  some 
kind,  and  in  stLch  milk  is  by  far  the  best,  and  is  food  and  medicine. 

To  fill  the  pustules,  other  medicines  are  ineffectual ;  sufficient  nutriment 
must  do  it,  or  death  is  at  the  door. 

But  in  all  these  difficult  cases,  it  should  also  be  especially  remembered, 

that  nauseating  drugs,  and  lax  bowels,  retard  or  multiply  the  eruption, 

and  after  its  plentiful  appearance,  prvent  its  filling  with  purulent  matter, 

so  that  in  the  worst  cases,  the  life  of  the  patient  depends  on  a  degree  of 

costive  habit  of  the  bowels  to  be  encouraged  till  after  the  turn  of  the 

pock. 

MOSES  YOUNGLOVR 
Hudson,  5th  November,  1824. 
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ELIXIR  OF  THE  SULPHATE  OF  QUININE  AND 

PEPSINE. 


We  present  the  Profession  a  new  and  very  valuable  medicine  in  the 
combination  of  Sulphate  of  Quinine  and  Pepsine,  in  the  form  of  an 
Elixir.  The  agents  individually  have  achieved  a  merited  notoriety  in 
the  combatment  of  a  largely  diversified  class  of  diseases,  and  conjointly 
they  fulfill,  with  few  exceptions,  more  perfectly  and  satisfactorily  the 
numerous  indications  which  call  for  either  medicine  alone.  In  nearly  all 
disorders  of  the  system  where  tonics  are  required  there  is  general  de- 
bility of  the  stomach  and  impairment  of  all  its  functions,  either  primarily 
or  secondarily,  which  state  demands  for  its  contravention  pepsine.  This 
Elixir  answers  the  demands  of  such  cases.  Another  advantage  claimed 
for  this  combination,  over  either  agent  alone,  is  its  efficiency  and  promt- 
ness  of  action,  in  conditions  where  there  is  inability  to  digest  albumin- 
ous food.     This  property  alone  gives  it  a  value  of  much  importance. 

Numerous  cases  could  be  cited  to  prove  the  varied  and  decided  useful- 
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nes8  of  this  combination^  but  the  following  firom  the  Medical  Beeordy 
Jaiiuary  15, 1870,  must  suffice: 

Case  I. — ^Mr.  P.,  an  apothecary,  aged  30,  applied  for  treatment 
February,  1869.  He  was  of  delicate  constitution,  nervous  temperament, 
temperate  in  habits,  took  but  little  out  of  door  exercise,  and  weighed 
127  pounds.  For  three  or  four  years  he  had  been  troubled  with  dys- 
pepsia, and  during  the  past  year  had  almost  constant  pain  in  the 
epigastric  region,  sometimes  relieved  for  a  short  time,  but  usually  ag- 
gravated by  food.  After  nearly  every  meal  he  suffered  from  flatulence 
the  eructations  being  sometimes  acid,  at  others  "  putrid."  Bowels  con- 
stipated for  a  few  days,  which  condition  was  succeeded  by  looseness. 
Appetite  capricious — a  craving  for  food  would  disappear  when  it  was 
presented ;  at  other  times,  the  very  idea  of  food  was  loathsome,  tongue 
covered  with  a  white  fur,  pulse  quick,  much  swimming  in  head,  sleep 
unrefreshing,  no  tenderness  in  epigastrium ;  had  had  bronchorrhoea  with 
bad  cough  for  several  years,  which  induced  him  to  consult  us.  Had 
tried  every  kind  of  medicine  without  benefit. 

Directions  were  given  for  his  diet,  and  exercise,  and  a  cough  mixture, 
and  daily  inhalations  of  chloride  of  zinc  and  codeia  prescribed.  He 
was  also  ordered  bi-carbonate  of  soda  for  the  acidity  which  then  pre- 
vailed, and  a  tonic  composed  of  pyrophosphate  of  iron  and  iodide  of 
potassium,  and  at  night  to  take  a  pill  containing  one  grain  of  aloes  and 
two  grains  of  extract  of  lettuce. 

March  15.  .Cough  well ;  has  already  omitted  mixture ;  inhalation  to 
be  omitted ;  regularity  of  bowels  established,  but  other  symptoms  about 
the  same.  To  take  two  grain  dragees  of  sulphate  of  quinine  before 
meals,  and  the  soda  p.  r.  n. 

25th.  Appetite  a  little  improved,  otherwise  no  noticeable  change. 
Has  never  taken  an  emetic ;  one  ordered,  and  to  omit  all  medicine  but 
quinine. 

April  10.  For  a  few  days  after  the  emetic,  was  much  better,  and 
had  less  distress ;  emetic  repeated  a  second  time,  but  the  improvement 
which  followed  was  not  permanent. 

May  1.  Condition  not  satisfactory.  A  tablespoonful  of  the  follow- 
ing which  has  often  proved  seviceable,  especially  if  there  was  any  hepatic 
complication;  was  ordered: — 1^.  Ammonii  bromidi,  3  ij.;  syrupi 
simplicis,  aquse,  aa.,   §  iij.    M. 

May  8.  Patient  remained  the  same,  but  thought  there  was  a  little 
tenderness  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach.  Counter-irritation  was  made  by 
acn-puncture  needles  moistened  with  formic  acid. 
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Hfsy  20.  hesB  paimiihaii  for  mcmtfas ;  bttt  it^fras  not^ntirc^fy  nellie^f^ . 
The^  flatulence,  &c.,  remain  about  the  same.  Has  Mhen  ^psme  witlmtit 
ibeneifit,  bdttwo  of  (be  .following  piBs  iMtfe^dlvected  to  (be^Wken  before 

HBMKilB.     9    tBUlfifhAte  ^ulttide,  gr.  «zx. ;  'papeine  ( Amarloaa)   gij. ; 

'^«r.  afbdiiiffhii  q.  s.     Ft  pil.  No.  40. 

June.  'Felt  pedectly  well ;  was  relierved  tit  onoe  'by  the  pills,  and 
«v6ry  ^bad  symptom  has  disappeared.    Hasiomitted  fill  other 'mediditsB. 

August  1.    Patient  remained  well ;  liad  taken  no  .pill^or  a  we^. 

Case  II. — Was  called,  July  20,  to  see  Mr.  W,,  sufiering  from  phthiib 
fpulmonalis  <in  ils  third  stage,  and  who  has  ;had  severe  attack  of  haemc^^p- 
tisison  each  of  the  last  seven  days.  He  was  under  the  chai:ge  of  <m 
iiom<9eopathic  .practitionei;,  who  becoming  alarmed,  said  nothing  more 
.ooiild  be  done  for  him.  His  disease  dated  back  two  years,  and  durii^ 
«the  past  year  he  had  suffered  much  from  his  stomach— 'flatulence,pyro8i3, 
vand  pain  after  eatiog.  This  difficulty  had  steadily  increased  and  caused 
him  much  anxiety,  for  his  cough  seined  to  him  to  be  exoited  by  it.  In 
spite  of  all,  his  bowels  moved  regularly.;  pulse  130 ;  tongue  coated,  dry 
in  middle,  and  red  on  edges;  ajipetite  poor;  perspiration  at  night  .pro- 
fuse ;  expectomtion  heavy  and  mixed  with  blood ;  could  speak  on]y% 
a  'SKchis^er,;  greatly  emaciated. 

He  was  ordered  a. cough  mixtar^,  tioctttre  of  the  chloride  of  iron  aod 
sulphuric  acid  for  medicines,  and  for  nourishment  milk  and  lime-wat0r 
and  Liebjg's  extract  of  beef  in  small  doses,  and  oflen  repeated. 

.July  25.  A  slight  hemorrhage  occurred  the  day  after  trealment 
iOommeneeS,  but  none' since.  Has  almost  constant  distvess  in  stomath 
when  any  food  is  present.  Yesterday,  acu-puncture  was^resorted  to^aa 
in  the  precedii^  case,  .with  benefit.  To  take  sulphuric  acid  on^  at 
lijght 

August  1.  Cough  much  better  and  feels  stronger ;  slight  improvement 
in  stomach  symptoms.  Perspiration  having  stopped,  acid  was  omitted, 
.and  ordered  one  grain  of  quinine  four  times  a  day  before*  food. 

August  6.  Appetite  better,  but  can't  indulge  it  on  account 'Of>  the 
distress  which  is  excited  by  food ;  was  .given  a  little  more  license  in 
eating  and  a  small  quantity  of  egg-nog. 

!August  15.  Three  days  §go,  patient  being  no  better,  five , grains  of 
pepsine  were  added  to  the  quinine,  and  in  eons^uenoe  the  stomieh 
symptoms  were  better  than  for  months. 

September  1.  l^atient  had  been  in  > the  ^ country  fora  weekr;^conld 
take  a  hearty  meal  withcAit  .diaoomfott;  said  he  felt  .bettor  .than  lor 


A  year,   and   thoi^M  ^  ^Koiilid  ^ilgiUli  ba  Well  ^ot*  his  whole  trouble. 
Fowler's  solution  was  ordered. 

Cass  III. — ^llifiss  C,  a  seamstress,  commenced  treatment  August  20. 
She  suffered  from  a  heavy  pain  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  always  ag- 
gravated by  taking  food,  till  she  dreaded  to  eat  anything ;  never  vomit- 
ed ;  pulse  small  and  quick ;  tongue  large,  pale,  clean,  and  tremulous ; 
bowels  constipated  ;  has  frequent  headache  and  ^palpitation.  She  was 
ordered  citrate  of  iron  and  quinine  with  tincture  of  columbo  before 
meals,  and  at  night  four  grains  of  aloes  and  myrrh  pill. 

September  4.  Her  better  health  .gave  her  better  spirts.  Bowels 
4Kited  well,  bat  still  some  pain  after  eating;  yet  there  is  much  im- 
provement. Did  not  dare  satisfy  her  appetite.  The  pills  of  quinine  and 
(pepsine,  as  in  the  first  case,  were  substituted 'for  the  quinine,  iron  anci 
fcolumbo,  'and  the  night,  pills  reduced. 

Saptember  11.  A  sleady  in^rovement  noticed  thorough  the  'treek 
^kii^sll  ipatn  had  loBsappeared.  Nightrpill  omitled, tind  ten  minims  of  tiie 
itoBtiiFe'of  *the  chloride^of  iron  ordetvdiaifter  meals. 

Odtdber  1.  W^Il.  'Has 'giiiiied  e^ht  poon&s  in  weight^sinceim- 
fforo^ement  b^an. 

'Oa#&  ^IV.-— Mf8.^C.,iiged  55,!n«rv<3U8  teiaperamie«it,  lind  'feeble,  hftd 
been  troubled  with  indigestion  fc^*  e^ht  or  l«i  years,  sufliirii^  most  of 
the  time  from  gastralgia,  flatulence,  nausea,  and  at  tildes  vomiting. 
Diis  cendition  was  always  worse  when  'she  ate  meat,  ^till  she  was  obliged 
*to  omit  it  altiOgether.  Bhe^could  not  remember  when  she  had  been  free 
sfvem  a  sense  of  burning  in 'her  thpoat  or  stomach.  Bowels  were  irregu- 
lar ;  oflen  resorts  to  enemas.  Was  also  suffering  from  chronic  metritis. 
Had  'been  treated  by  many  .physicians ;  but  never  received  any  .per- 
manent relief  from  her  dyspepsia.  She  was  ordered  to  take  most  of 
her  food  in  a  liquid  form,  and  chiefly  composed  of  meat  broth,  milk, 
and  stale  bread,  five  grains  of  pepsine  and  one  grain  of  sulphate  of 
quinine  were  prescribed  in  powder,  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day  before 
meals,  and  treatment  of  the  "uteriiie^ifBaulty  at  once  begun. 

Relief  of  the  stomach  symp^ms  was  almost  immediate,  and  in  the 
{period  of  three  WeeWs  she  had  gained  seven  pounds  in  weight. 

tf  it  be  suggested  that  the  deranged  state  of  the  stomach  was  depend- 
ent upon  the  uterine  disease,  it  will  be  a  sfficient  answer,  that  the  efieot 
of  the  treatment  upon  the  metritis  was  hardly  perceptible  <wh^  the 
stomach  was  relieved. — Medical  Becqrd,  January,  1870. 


96  The  Journal  of  Materia  Medica. 

GLEET  AND  GONOEEHCEA. 


Dr.  J.  W.  Hennessy,  of  La  Salle,  111.,  advises  Cantharides  in  Gleet 

and  Gonorrhoea,  claiming  for  it  a  potency  superior  to  that  of  any  other 

agent  he  has  used.     The  following  letter  will  explain  his  mode  of  pre 

scribing  it : 

La  Salle,  Dec  10th.  1869. 
Messrs.  Tildbit  <Sc  Co  : 

I  have  received  the  Physician's  Diary  and  am  well  pleased  with  it. 
Inclosed  you  will  find  one  dollar  for  the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  for 
1870,  which  you  will  please  forward  to  nie.  I  think  your  Journal  is  an 
excellent  work  and  of  very  great  aid  to  the  practicing  Physician  of  the 
present  period,  and  particularly  those  of  the  country  and  country  towns 
who  have  no  chance  of  Hospital  practice  or  the  practice  and  experiments 
of  the  new  remedies  and  medicaments  which  can  be  tried  therein.  I 
shall  soon  send  you  (if  acceptable)  some  notes  on  some  diseases,  for 
which  I  observe  a  great  many  remedies  mentioned.  One  is  gonorrhoea 
and  gleet  for  which  I  prescribe  differently  from  any  I  have  ever  seen 
and  which  has  never  failed  in  my  hands  in  the  most  obstinate  cases.- 

I  give  two  or  three  grains  of  cantharides  the  first  night  and  morning 
after  opening  the  bowels  with  any  cathartic,  my  prescription  then  is : 

A  pill  composed  of  carb.  iron gr.  iii. 

Pulvis  opii "    i- 

made  into  a  pill,  two  pills  to  be  given  at  night,  and  one  pill  in  the 
*  morning,  keeping  the  bowels  open,  should  the  iron  constipate  them.     I 
have  very  seldom  used  more  than  12  or  18  of  those  pills  when  a  cure 
was  effected. 

In  fact  when  all  other  remedies  are  exhausted  and  fail,  it  will  cure. 
I  will  some  time  give  you  the  history  of  it. 

Yours,  &o., 

J.  W.  HENNESSY. 


^*i 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  Names,  Town, 
County  and  State,  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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POLYQONUM  PUNCTATUM. 
{Water  Pepper.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


Natural  Order. — Polygonaceee,  of  Lindley  and  Jessieu. 
In  the  Linnean  classification,  Polyognum  vrill  be  found  in  class 
Octandria,  and  order  Trigynicu 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  inferior,  4  or  5-parted,  colored; 
corol  none ;  nut  1,  angular,  covered  with  the  calyx.  Stamens  and 
pistils  vary  in  number.  The  calyx  in  some  species  might  be  taken 
for  a  corol. 

Specific  Character. — Flowers  in  August;  flowers  white,  a 
little  tinged  with  green,  annual.  Stamens  8;  styles  3;  leaves 
lanceolate,  glabrous;  stipules  lax,  glabrous,  ciliate  at  the  apex, 
spotted ;  spike  filiform,  weak,  somewhat  nodding ;  bracts  remotely 
-alternate.     It  attains  the  height  of  from  one  to  two  feet. 

Habitat. — This  plant  is  very  common  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
United  States.  It  grows  in  ditches,  on  the  banks  of  brooks,  and 
in  the  highways. 
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Part  Used. — The  whole  herb. 

Properties. — Stimulant,  diuretic,  antispasmodic,  emmenagogue,^ 
diaphoretic,  antiseptic,  sedative,  and  vesicant 

Several  writers  award  to  this  humble  plant  the  above  catalogue* 
of  properties. 

History. — This  genus  comprises  about  forty  species,  twenty- 
seven  of  which  are  found  in  North  America.  Several  species  of 
polygonum  were  held  in  high  estimation  by  many  European. 
physicians  of  the  last  century. 

The  polygonum  history  was  regarded  as  a  sudorific,  and  was- 
considered  to  be  alexipharmic.  One  author  cpeaks  of  the  root  as* 
being  one  of  the  strongest  vegetable  astringents,  and  adds,  that  it 
might  be  well  applied  to  the  purpose  of  tanning  leather,  if  it  coald 
be  procured  in  sufficient  quantity.  Dr.  Cullen  frequently  employed 
it  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fevers,  alone  or  with  gentian,  to* 
the  amount  of  three  drachms  a  day.  Meyrick  observes : — "  Thatu 
all  the  parts  of  the  plant  have  a  rough  austere  taste,  but  more 
especially  the  root,  which  is  of  a  very  binding  nature,  and 
may  be  used  to  advantage,  both  extiernally  and  inwardly,  when- 
ever astringency  is  required,  as  for  incontinence  of  urine,  im- 
moderate menses,  bleeding  wounds,  spitting  of  blood,  the  bloody 
flux,  and  other  fluxes  of  the  belly.  It  is  also  of  singular  efficacy 
in  a  soft  spongy  state  of  the  gums,  attended  with  looseness  of  the 
teeth  and  soreness  of  the  mouth.  Dried  and  reduced  to  powder,, 
or  boiled  in  wine,  and  taken  pretty  freely,  it  prevents  miscarriage,, 
helps  ruptures,  dissolves  coagulated  blood  from  falls,  blows,  etc, 
and  kills  worms  in  children." 

Thomas  Green,  Editor  of  the  Unwersul  Herbal;  or  Botanical^, 
Medical^  and  Agricidiural  Dictionary ^  vol.  11,  p.  377,  refers  to- 
polygonum  hydropiper,  observes;  "Withering  remarks,  that  the 
whole  plant  has  an  exceeding  hot  biting  taste.  It  cures  those  little^ 
ulcers  in  the  mouth  commonly  called  the  thrush ;  and  the  distilled 
water,  drank  to  the  quantity  of  a  pint  or  more  in  a  day,  has  beeiL 
found  serviceable  in  the  gravel  or  stone.  It  is  a  diuretic  of  con- 
siderable efficacy,  and  has  frequently  been  administered  with 
success  in  jaundice,  and  the  beginning  ot  dropsies." 

The  distilled  water  of  this  species  is  recommended  by  Boyle  ins 
the  treatment  of  stone  and  graveL 
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Meyrick  says  that  the  polygonum  avirculare  possesses  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  astringency,  which  renders  it  an  excellent 
medicine  in  loosenesses,  attended  with  a  discharge  of  blood,  the 
bleeding  ^iles,  immoderate  menstrual  evacuations,  and  all  other 
haemorrhages.  The  juice,  he  says,  is  good  to  cleanse  old  filthy 
ulcers,  and  takes  away  pain  and  inflammation  from  the  eyes. 

The  polygonum  multiflorum  has  a  tuberous  root  which  is  highly 
esteemed  by  the  natives  of  Japan  as  a  cordial  and  is  used  for  that 
purpose  raw ;  but  it  is  said  to  taste  best  when  roasted  in  the  embera 
The  polygonum  odoratum  is  a  native  of  Cochinchina,  grows  in 
moist  places,  and  is  cultivated  all  over  that  country  as  an  excellent 
sauce  for  fish. 

Having  thus  briefly  alluded  to  a  few  of  the  species  of  thi* 
family,  I  come  now  to  notice  the  polygonum  punctatum. 

Dr.  Eberle,  and  other  practitioners  of  his  day,  employed  this  plant 
in  the  treatment  of  several  diseases.  It  has,  also,  acquired  no  little 
celebrity  in  domestic  practice,  as  a  remedy  for  colds,  gravel,  bruiseSy, 
etc.  Dr.  W.  A.  Grove,  of  Maquow,  111.,  says,  as  a  valuable  med- 
icinal  agent,  capable  of  fulfilling  numerous  indications,  he  has 
learned  from  experience  to  r^ard  the  water  pepper  with  the 
highest  favor.  He  states  that  this  agent  was  a  favored  remedy 
with  Prof.  Eberle,  and  to  him  belongs  the  credit  of  first  bringing 
it  into  favorable  notice  as  a  remedial  one.  Dr.  Ogrer,  of  Cbarles- 
town.  South  Carolina,  in  a  paper  published  in  the  Southern  Journal' 
of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  eulogizes  it  in  the  strongest  terms.  He- 
knew  of  no  medicine  that  had  so  decided  an  action  on  the  uterus.. 

EMPLOYMENT. 

Amenobkhcea. — Dr.  Grove,  in  a  paper  of  his  published  in  the 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  observes: — 

"  I  do  not  favor  the  indiscriminate  use  of  emmenagogues  as  such. 
Such  practice  I  very  heartily  condemn.  As  amenorrhcea  may 
result  from  various  pathological  changes  or  conditions,  the  cause 
of  the  suppression  should  be  diligently  sought  for,  and  upon  its 
discovery  and  removal,  the  function  will  usually  be  resumed  of  its 
own  accord.  I  believe  the  reason  this  class  of  remedies  so  often 
disappoint  the  practitioner,  to  be,  that  they  are  too  often  prescribed 
empirically,  without  thought  or  adaptation  to  the  case,  and  in  case» 
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wherein  this  kind  of  medication  is  inadmissible.  But  in  cases 
where  the  menstrual  aberration  depends  upon  functional  inactivity 
of  the  uterus  and  the  case  demands  stimulation  of  thp  uterine 
system,  then  this  class  of  remedial  agents  can  confidently  be  e3^ 
pected  to  accomplish  the  mission  for  which  they  are  prescribed. 
As  an  emmenagogue  in  such  cases,  I  consider  polygonum  puncla- 
tum  as  nulli  secundusl  I  have  used  it  in  consecutive  amenorrhoea 
and  various  uterine  derangements,  wherein  emmenagogues  were 
indicated,  with  more  gratifying  results  than  ever  attained  by  the 
use  of  any  other  remedy.  Of  several  cases  treated  with  this 
agent,  I  select  the  following: — E.  A.  K.,  first  seen  Feb.  12 tk, 
1868.  States  that  eight  months  ago,  whilst  menstruating,  she  was 
desirous  t)f  attending  a  party,  and  with  a  view  of  freeing  herself 
from  a  temporary  inconvenience  had  recourse  to  tight  lacing.  The 
experiment  unhappily  succeeded,  and  she  saw  nothing  from  that 
time  until  she  came  under  my  treatment.  States  that  she  had  repeat- 
edly practiced  the  same  experiment  on  former  occasions  previous  to 
June,  1867,  completely  arresting  the  menstrual  discharge  each  time, 
with  no  inconvenience,  except  that  at  the  succeeding  menstrual 
molimen,  the  menstrual  flux  would  be  more  scant  and  difficult. 
Present  condition : — Pulse  80  and  weak ;  melancholy  and  dejected  ; 
Anorexia ;  bowels  inclined  to  be  costive,  somewhat  anesmic ;  darting 
pains  through  hips  and  mammae  at  what  should  be  the  menstrual 
period.  Ordered  a  mild  cathartic  to  be  tq,ken  at  bed-time,  and  the 
following  mixture  to  be  taken  thrice  daily : — 

5^     Tinctur89  polygoni  punctati  saturatae    -        -     5  i^s. 
Tincturee  ferri  chloride  -        -        -        -  5  ss. 

Misce  et  signa :  A  teaspoonful  thrice  daily.  Diet  to  be  generous ; 
gentle  horseback  exercise  and  the  lumbo  sacral  douche  every  night 
before  retiring.  February  20tL — The  lumbo-sacral  douche  dis- 
continued after  its  first  application,  the  patient  unable  to  bear  it 
No  other  change  in  treatment 

March  2d. — ^No  perceptible  change.     Continued  treatment 

March  14th. — The  menstrual  discharge  appeared  on  the  5th,  and 
continued  till  the  9tk  From  this  time  the  patient  improved 
rapidly,  and  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health.'* 

Prof.  Eberle  is  quoted,  as  having  reported  twenty  cases  of 
amenorrhoea  and  dysmenorrhoea  which  were  treated  with  this 


Bates — On  Polygonum  Punctatum.  101 

remedy  alone,  with  complete  success.  Dr.  J.  "King  alludes  to 
polygonum  punctatum  as  highly  recommended  in  amenorrhcea,  in 
doses  of  one  fluidrachm  of  the  saturated  tincture,  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  or  from  four  to  six  grains  of  the  extract  Advantage 
will  be  derived,  in  some  cases,  by  alternating  the  use  of  this  agent 
with  small  doses  of  sixamonium. 

Iron,  in  some  of  its.  preparations,  should  be  associated  with  the 
treatment  in  cases  where  the  patient  is  afflicted  with  an  anaemic  con- 
dition of  the  system.  Aconite  has  been  employed  with  good  results 
in  this  malady  by  some  German  and  French  physicians.  Some 
cases  will  respond  favorably  to  the  ergot  of  rye,  aconite,  and 
polygonum  punctatum  in  combination. 

Leucorrh(EA. — Leucorrhoea  may  be  acute,  sub-acute,  or  chronic ; 
and,  as  Dr.  Copland  remarks,  may  occur  at  any  period  of  life  from 
earliest  infancy  to  advanced  old  age.  Dr.  C. — observes: — "In 
childhood,  and  early  infancy,  discharges  from  the  vagina  and  vulva 
are  not  infrequent,  and  are  commonly  the  consequence  of  irritation 
or  inflammatory  action ;  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  genitals 
partaking  in  the  general  disposition  of  mucous  membranes  to  be 
irritated  or  inflamed  at  this  period  of  life,  and  to  furnish  a  copious 
mucous  or  muco-puriform  secretion.  About  45  years  of  age  the 
disease  becomes  less  frequent,  and  after  50  it  is  seldom  seen,  unless 
as  a  symptom  of  organic  lesions  of  the  uterus.  In  childhood^  the 
discharge  proceeds  from  the  vagina  and  pudenda,  and  is  a  simple 
and  primary  disease ;  in  old  age  it  is  chiefly  from  the  uterus^  and 
OS  uteris  and  is  generally  symptomatic."  Any  additional  remedy 
for  a  disease  so  common;  if  efficient,  will  be  highly  valued.  Dr. 
Grrove,  to  whom  allusion  has  previously  been  made,  says  that  he 
has  successfully  treated  a  greiat  many  cases  of  leucorrhoea  with 
water  pepper.  He  sometimes  uses  it  in  connection  with  the  muriate 
tinct  of  iron.  Either  alone  or  in  combination,  he  prefers  it  to  any 
other  remedy.  The  intrinsic  value  of  this  agent  is  none  the  less 
for  being  so  common  and  abundant,  but  rather  enhanced. 

Menorrhagia. — Dr.  Grove  reports  the  following  case  of  this 
affection. 

"Case  1.  M.  A.  R,  set.  twenty  years;  married;  first  seen  June 
18th,  1868.  States  that  five  weeks  previous  abortion  was  induced 
by  over  exertion  from  lifting;  she  being  then  near  three  months 


102  The  Journal  of  Materia  Medtca. 

advanced  in  pregnancy;  has  snflFered  from  uterine  hamorrhage 
more  or  less  ever  since,  the  physician  there  in  attendance  failing  to 
arrest  the  flow.  Present,  condition :  Delicate  constitution,  ansemic  ; 
profuse  heemorrhage  with  marked  periodicity  occurring  every  after- 
noon at  about  four  or  five  o'clock,  and  usually  lasting  till  one  or 
two  o'clock,  A.  M.,  during  the  remaining  portion  of  the  twenty-four 
hours  the  haemon'hage  would  almost  entirely  cease ;  appetite  mod- 
erately good ;  bowels  regular ;  at  times  complains  of  intense  head- 
ache ;  no  pain  except  in  head.  After  prescribing  in  turn  the  tinct 
ferri  chlor.,  quiniae,  acid  sulph.,  ergota,  oleum  erigeron,  etc.,  without 

scarcely  any  perceptible  benefit,  I  was  induced,  July  2d,  to  pre- 
scribe tinct  polygonum  punct  in  teaspoonful  doses  every  three 
hours.  On  the  first  day  of  its  administration  the  haemorrhage  ceased 
entirely.  The  remedy  was  coptinued  a  day  or  two  longer,  and  then 
tonics  completed  the  cure."  Dr.  G. — concludes: — "As  regards 
its  modus  operandi,  in  this  case,  I  have  no  thoughts  to  offer.  All 
I  know  is  the  results,  which  are  sufficiently  encouraging  to  induce 
me  to  try  it  again  in  similar  cases,  should  favorable  opportunities 
present" 

Dysmenorrhcea. — In  this  affection,  Dr.  Grove  remarks  that  he 
has  seen  the  beneficial  effects  of  this  remedy  more  strikingly  dis- 
played than  in  any  other  morbid  manifestation.  Under  its  in- 
fluence he  has  known  patients  pass  from  a  state  of  untold  suffering 
and  torture  to  a  state  of  comparative  comfort  and  tranquility  in  a 
few  hours. 

He  sometimes  combines  it  with  gelseminum.  In  the  congestive 
form  he  usually  combines  it  with  veratrum  viride.  He  has,  how- 
ever, used  it  alone  with  surprisingly  happy  results.  Sometimes 
dysmenorrhcea  is  complicated  with  hysteria,  leucorrhoea  or 
neuralgia,  and  during  its  treatment,  these  associations  should  receive 
due  consideration.  The  remedies  usually  employed  for  these 
affections,  should  not  be  neglected. 

EETROVERSieN  Uteri. — In  speaking  of  the  therapeutical  em- 
ployment of  polygonum  punctatum,  Dr.  Grove  observes: — "Al- 
though incapable  of  effecting  a  radical  cure,  it  frequently  renioves 
the  rectal  tenesmus,  and  the  aching  and  numbness  in  the  lumbo- 
sacral region.  Also  in  paraplegia  from  undue  pressure  of  the 
fundus  upon  the  sacral  plexus  of  nerves,  its  administration  has 
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%e«i  tanporariij  attended  with  very  decided  benefit  Of  course, 
with  ike  view  of  a  radical  cure,  the  malposition  of  that  oigan  must 
"be  corrected  by  instrumental  manipulation  or  cauterization  of 
poBterior  lip."  He  continues ; — "  I  hare  not  a  few  times,  prescribed 
it  in  spasmodic  and  painful  affections  of  the  stomadh  and  bowels, 
with  seemingly  very  good  results.  In  the  long  train  of  nervous 
symptoms,  following  frequent  abortions,  excessive  venery,  etc.,  etc., 
I  have  a  few  times  known  the  water  pepper  accomplish  what  all 
other  remedies  usually  prescribed  in  such  cases  failed  to  do.  As  a 
topical  application  it  is  a  very  common  and  popular  remedy  in  ill- 
conditioned  and  gangrenouB  aores,  and  sore  mouth  fiom  mercurial 
ptyalism." 

Hysteria. — ^It  is  said  that  its  anti-spasmodic  and  calmative 
properties-are  often  happily  displayed  in  hysteria.  Dr.  Copland 
very  justly  remarks:  ^^It  is  in  the  treatment  of  this  affection  that 
mesmerism  and  homoeopathy  have  achieved  some  of  their  greatest 
triumphs  and  gathered  some  of  their  brightest  laurels.  The  freaks 
of  an  hysterical  paroxysm  have  again  and  again  been  passed  off 
upon  a  credulous  and  gaping  crowd  as  the  highest  development  of 
clairvoyance,  and  the  cataleptic  coma  of  the  disease  has  confirmed 
the  laith  of  thousands  in  the  wonderworking  gifts  of  some 
^speculator  who  has  the  power  of  exciting  the  susceptible  female 
imagination  by  his  grimaces  or  his  manipulations.''  The  causes  of 
this  malady  are  so  very  various,  and  the  complication  with  different 
morbid  manifestations  so  often  found. to  exist,  that  no  single 
remedy  can,  in  all  cases,  be  efficient  Cases  of  hysteria,  associated 
with  excessive  catamenial  discharges,  or  too  frequently  occurring, — 
<saaea  in  which  tonics  and  astringents,  with  anodynes  or  narcotics, 
are  generally  indicated,  will  be  found  to  yield  to  the  employment 
of  polygonum  punctatum.  If  the  paroxysms  are  accompanied 
with  much  pain,  relief  will  follow  the  administration  of  camphor, 
or  a  full  dose  of  hyoscyamus  in  conjunction  with  this  remedy. 

GrRAVEL. — Dr.  King  observes,  that  the  infusion  of  this  plant,  in 
cold  water,  has  been  found  serviceable  in  gravel. 

External  Application. — ^Dr.  Grove  says,  as  a  topical  ap- 
plication it  is  a  very  common  and  popular  remedy  in  ill-conditioned 
and  gangrenous  sores,  and  in  sore  mouth  from  mercurial  ptyalism. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  beneficially  applied  in  chronic  ulcers  and 
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hemorrhoidal  tumorSy^used  as  fomentatioD.    Some  make  favorable 
mention  of  it  as  a  wash  in  chronic  erysipelatous  inflammation^ 

Note. — Full  doses  of  this  article,  according  to  some  authors, 
cause  a  warmth  and  peculiar  tingling  sensation  throughout  the 
system,  with  slight  aching  pains  in  the  hips  and  loins,  and  a  sense 
of  weight  and  tension  within  the  pelvis.  The  author  has  had  his 
attention  directed,  by  patients  who  were  using  this  agent  in  medium 
doses  internally,  to  a  pecxiliar  tingling  sensation  throughout  the 
system.  The  polygonum  arifolium,  known  by  the  popular  names 
of  halbert  knotweed,  sickle  grass,  hastate  knot  grass,  etc. ;  is  said 
to  have  been  used  with  good  effect  in  gravel,  stranguary,  gonnorr- 
hoea  and  all  urinary  affections.  An  infusion  of  this  plant  in  cold 
water  is  spoken  of  as  a  powerful  diuretic.  This  species  of  poly- 
gonum grows  in  wet  grounds,  in  most  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Polygonum  fagopyrum,  common  buckwheat.  Dr.  King  observes: 
— "May  be  used  as  follows  to  recall  the  flow  of  milk  in  the  breasts 
of  nurses,  where  it  has  disappeared  for  several  days : — Stir  in  any 
quantity  of  buckwheat  flower,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  buttermilk 
to  form  a  poultice ;  warm  it,  but  be  careful  not  to  boil  or  make  it 
hot  Apply  it  thus  warm,  over  the  whole  breast  and  renew  it 
every  lour  or  six  hours.  Sometimes  it  requires  to  be  thus  used  for 
three  or  four  days  before  its  effects  are  produced ;  usually,  however 
twenty-four  hours  are  sufficient  *' 

PREPAEATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract        -        -  Dose,  10  to  60  Drops. 

Solid  Extract    -        -        -         "    2   to    8    grains. 

TINCTURE  OF  WATER  PEPPER. 

Fluid  Extract      -        -        .        .       Four  Ounces- 
Diluted  Alcohol       -        -        -  One  Pint 

Dose — Half  to  two  drams,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

INFUSION  OF  WATER  PEPPER. 

Fluid  Extract        -        -        -        -      Half  Ounce. 

Water One  Pint 

Dose — Half  to  one  ounce. 

COMPOUND  PILL   OF  WATER    PEPPER.     , 

Dried  Sulphate  of  Iron      -        -        -      One  Dram. 
Cimicifugin  ....  One  Dram. 
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Iridin       -        -        -        -        .  *     - .     Fifteen  Grains. 
Solid  Extract  of  Water  Pepper    -  Sufficient 

Mix  and  divide  into  sixty  pilla 

Dose — One  pill  every  two  or  three  hours.  These  pilb  are 
emmenagogue,  and  exert  an  especial  influence  on  the  female  organs^ 
of  generation. 


I  •  ^  •  ■ 


AN  URETHRAL  SPECULUM. 


BY    ISAAC   T.  MONROB,  M.  D.,  WEST  PAWLKT,  VT, 


I  have  dwelt  sometime  upon  the  subject  of  an  Urethral  Specu- 
lum, and  my  short  experience  in  the  use  of  this  instrument  has 
convinced  me  that  its  employment  will  be  the  means  of  a  mani- 
fest improvement  in  the  mode  of  treating  diseases  of  the  urethra. 
I  shall  first  speak  of  its  application  to  the  treatment  of  chronio 
urethral  discharges :  ^ 

This  speculum  is  intended  to  facilitate  the  action  of  remedies 
directly  applied  in  the  process  of  curing  chronic  gonorrhoea  or 
gleet,  without  the  aid  of  which,  they  have  often  failed  to  accom- 
plish their  object  Sometimes,  after  a  long  course  of  treatment, 
during  which  a  great  variety  of  injections  have  been  used,  and  all 
of  the  so-called  specific  remedies  have  been  tried  with  little  pros- 
pect of  removing  the  malady,  and  the  practitioner  is  about  to  con- 
clude that  all  remedial  agents  which  are  termed  "  par-excellence 
anti-gonorrhoeal,"  like  the  "revulsive"  and  " antiphlogistic,"  are 
attended  with  so  much  umcertainty  of  action  as  oftentimes  to  make 
them  a  nuisance  both  to  the  patient  and  the  attendant,  the  return 
to  an  agent  once  discarded,  or  the  adoption  of  a  new  one,  seems  to 
eflfect  speedy  and  permanent  relief. 

Again,  the  case  is  protracted  through  months,  nay,  years  of 
fruitless  medication — ^the  consequence  of  which  may  be  a  stricture, 
more  or  less  impairment  of  health,  and  not  unfirequently  a  degree 
of  weakness  and  irritability  of  the  generative  organs  sufficient  to 
render  the  rei^iainder  of  the  patient^s  life  wofuUy  miserable.  It 
is  no  small  gratification  to  me  to  find  that  my  efforts  to  render  the 
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treatment  of  diseases  of  the  urethra  more  easy  and  certain  of  cure, 
have  been,  in  a  measure,  attended  with  success* 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  use  of  thjs  instrument  will  remove  many 
gross  errors  in  practice.  By  its  employment  we  are  made  acquain- 
ted with  the  real  condition  of  the  interior  of  the  urethra — ^at  least 
a  part  of  the  canal  may  be  explored,  and  the  result  of  the  disease 
fully  ascertained.  The  speculum  is  a  great  help  to  diagnosis ;  no 
less  so  when  used  in  the  urethra  than  when  introduced  into  the 
ear,  vagina,  or  rectum.  Through  it  we  learn  the  nature  and  the 
seat  of  the  difficulty,  and  are  enabled  to  apply  a  suitable  remedy 
directly  to  the  diseased  spot,  and  of  a  strength,  too,  sufficient  to 
overcome  all  morbid  action  without  putting  in  jeopardy  the  integ- 
rity of  the  surrounding  parts. 

The  foregoing  remarks  apply  more  particularly  to  the  use  of 
the  instrument  as  an  important  auxiliary  in  the  management  of 
such  disorders  as  are  attended  with  moi'e  or  less  discharge,  and 
are  located  in  the  urethra  of  the  male. 

I  shall  now  suggest  the  practicability  of  using  the  speculum  in 
the  urethra  of  the  female.  I  think  it  will  be  found  very  useful 
in  treating  such  diseases  of  the  urethra  as  small  vascular  excresen- 
ces  of  its  mucous  membrane,  which  growths  sometimes  are  situa- 
ted so  far  within  the  canal  as  to  escape  discovery,  but  which  might 
be  readily  brought  to  view  by  the*aid  of  the  speculum.  It  has 
even  occurred  to  me  that  the  surgeon  may  find  this  instrument  of 
great  assistance  in  the  operation  of  removing  a  small  calculus 
from  the  bladder  of  the  sex  in  whom  this  urinary  passage  is  short 
and  easily  dilated.  The  speculum  should  be  carefully  introduced, 
and  gradually  expanded,  and  after  effiecting  all  necessary  dilata- 
tion, (acting  the  part  of  a  dilatator,  extending  from  the  vulva  to 
the  bladder),  through  it  is  passed  the  forceps,  which  seize  the 
stone  and  remove  it 

The  idea  of  an  urethral  speculum  was  first  suggested  to  me  by 
my  brother,  the  late  Dr.  R  G.  Monroe,  who  made  use  of  a  small 
sized  ear  speculum  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  fossa  navi- 
cularis  in  obstinate  cases  of  gonorrhoea.  Farther  than  this,  he 
never  applied  the  speculum  to  the  list  of  instrumental  means  for 
the  removal  of  urethral  affections. 

I  am  not  yet  apprised  of  the  fact  of  any-body  having  carried 


Sodce  Hypomlphis.  107 

the  application  of  the  speculum  to  the  treatmient  of  diseases  of  the 
urethra.  It  is  now  a  little  more  than  a  year  since  my  attention 
was  first  directed  to  this  new  use  of  the  instrument  in  tl^e  field  of 
urinary  surgery.  H««,  as  elsewhere,  it  is  a  valuable  aid  to  diagnosis, 
and  a  useful  agent  in  therapeutics.  At  another  time  I  will  give  a 
description  of  the  instrument  which  I  have  contrived. 


■^m-*- 


SODJE  HYPOSULPHIS. 


BY   M.  ROONBT,    M.  D.,   OF  VIBNKA  X  ROADS,  OHIO. 


A  short  time  ago,  several  medical  gentlemen  published  laudatory 
notices  of  the  hyposulphite  of  soda  in  the  cure  of  miasmatic  intermit- 
tent fever.  Like  all  much-praised  remedies,  it  has  been  tried  by  many 
physicians  seeking  to  improve  their  therapia,  and,  while  its  praises  may 
be  pepetuated  by  a  few,  I  should  judge  that  by  many  it  has  already 
been  laid  aside  as  a  remedy  by  no  means  to  be  depended  on  or  trifled 
with  in  a  disease  which,  though  generally  manageable,  sometimes 
destroys  your  patient  as  quickly  as  the  mysterious  force  of  the  skies 
rifts  the  sturdy  oak. 

My  partner  and  myself,  during  the  last  year  and  a  half,  have  given 
the  hyposulphite  a  fair  trial,  and  though  it  n^ay  seem  worthy  of  some 
confidence,  yet  in  our  opinion,  it  is  not  to  be  depended  on  in  the  cure  of 
intermittent  fever. 

Long  and  extended  use  of  the  remedy,  in  any  given  case,  may  in- 
variably effect  a  cure,  but  the  great  objection  would  be  the  indefinite 
length  of  time  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  use  the  remedy,  and 
according  to  ^ur  belief,  the  uncertainty,  even  then,  of  performing  a 
cure. 

Another  objection  which  the  country  physician  must  have  to  the  use 
of  the  medicine  is  the  following :  He  is  called  several  miles  to  see  a 
case  which  proves  to  be  intermittent  fever;  he  prescribes  his  soda,  and, 
to  his  chagrin,  learns  that  his  patient  has  had,  though  taking  his 
prescription  faithfully,  several  successive  attacks  in  regular  periodic 
order.  A  neighbor  of  the  patient  is  prescribed  for  by  another  physician, 
who  gives  quinine,  and  at  once  quickly  and  safely  breaks  up  the  disease. 
The  friend  of  soda  in  such  compalrison  will  suffer. 
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I  first  prescribed  the  remedy  for  myself,  July  10,  1868.  In  intention, 
though  not  in  formality,  it  was  as  follows : 

9     SodsB  HypoBulphitis 3  i* 

Aquffi ^ |]j.  < 

S.  Two  teSi^poonsful  every  two  hours,  beginning  sixteen  hours 
before  chill  time. 

The  attack  did  not  recur,  and  1  was  much  elated,  not  only  because  I 
was  relieved,  but  that  a  remedy  had  been  found  which  could  be  giv^n 
to  those  who  have  "  quinine  in  their  bones,"  aqd  to  those  who  fear  they 
will,  if  quinine  is  prescribed  for  them.  Unfortunately,  I  have  been 
much  disappointed,  and  yet  have  to  trust  to  the  reliable  but  much- 
abused  quinine. 

Cask  II. — Mrs,T.,  aet.  40,  lymphatic  temperament.  Had  had  tertian 
intermittent.     Prescribed,  July  12,  1868 : 

5     Sod.  Hypo 3  ij- 

Aquse 3  ij. 

S,     As  in  previous  prescription. 

There  was  no  recurrence  of  the  disease  till  July  22.    Again  prescibed  : 

IJ     Sod.  Hypo ?  ss. 

Aquse '^\\, 

Tinct.  Opii.  Camph.  aa §  ss. 

S.     A  teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 

The  paregoric  was  indicated  by  the  presence  of  a  diarrhoea.  The 
diarrhoea  ceased,  but  the  chills  continued  for  some  time,  and  the  patient 
eventually  had  recourse  to  patent  medicine.  This  was  our  second  fail, 
ure. 

Case  llf.  Mr.  J.  W.,  aet.  45 ;  bilious  temperament.  Intermittent, 
though  not  of  a  well  defined  character.     Prescribed,  July  16,  1868  : 

B     Sod.  Hyposulph 3  ij. 

Aquse §  ij. 

S.     Two  teaspoonsful  every  two  hours. 
Patient  relieved. 

Cask  IV.  Mr.  W.  J.,  aged  28 ;  nervo-lymphatic  temperament.  Had 
tertian  intermittent.  Prescribed,  July  18,  1868,  as  in  previous  pre- 
scriptions. No  cure.  The  disease  recurred,  and  in  addition,  there  arose 
a  severe  catharsis,  or  hypercatharsis,  without  doubt  a  result  of  the  soda, 
the  reason  for  which  will  soon  be  seen.  This  was  our  first  failure  with 
the  medicine,  though  notes  of  the  second  case  precede  this  case. 
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July  23,  1868.     Prescribed  for  two  youths:     Of  no  service. 

July  26,  1868.  Again  prescribed  the  soda,  plenis  manibus,  for  the 
same  youths,  and  again  failed,  at  least  partially.  After  taking  the  soda 
for  several  days,  there  was  periodic  fever,  but  not  preceded  by  chill. 
This  season  there  have  fallen  under  our  observation  many  such  cases, 
though  left  to  nature;  and  the  disappearance  of  the  chill  in  these  boys 
can  hardly  be  proved  to  be  due  to  the  use  of  the  soda. 

Jdy  29,  1869.  Prescribed  for  a  father  and  his  two  children.  The 
father  and  one  child  were  relieved,  but  the  other  child,  though  continuing 
to  take  medicine  for  more  than  a  week,  was  not  cured,  and  we  at  last 
gave  quinine,  which  broke  up  the  disease. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  report  any  more  cases.  Those  reported  are  like 
many  more  cases  that  we  treated,  a  report  of  which  would  be  of  no  ad- 
ditional advantage. 

I  took  no  notes  of  the  condition  of  the  skin,  tongue,  secretions,  and 
excretions,  which  I  now  regret.  Cathartic  effects  were  produced  in 
several  patients  by  the  use  of  the  hyposulphite,  the  reason  of  which 
can  be  accounted  for  by  chemical  reaction.  According  to  Kane,  the 
hyposulphite  consists  of  Na  Oj  S,  Os  x  10  HO.  Let  us  suppose  that 
another  unit  of  water  unites  with  each  unit  of  the  soda,  and  we  have 
Na  Ol  Sj  0,+  10  HO+HO  —  Na  O,  SO,  +10  HO  +  8H=8ulphate 
of  soda,  a  well  known  cathartic  and  sulphureted  hydrogen.  That 
sulphureted  hydrogen  is  evolved  is  evident  from  the  characteristic  smell 
of  the  eructations  and  evacuations.  One  lady  particularly  objected 
to  the  rotten-egg  smell  with  which  she  seemed  to  be  favored,  and  upon 
her  the  soda  would  always  act  as  a  cathartic^  unless  a  corrigent  were 
added. 

By  the  way,  the  hyposulpite  has  proved  of  much  advantage  to  many 
dyspeptics.  Some,  for  whom  we  prescribed  it  in  intermittent,  had  their 
dyspepsia  much  alleviated.  It  is,  probably,  of  most  service  to  those 
persons  who  have,  in  common  language,  sour  stomachs,  the  advantage 
arising  from  the  power  which  the  soda  has  of  preventing  fermentation, 
either  by  altering  the  secretion  of  the  stomach  or  rendering  the  ingesta 
incapable  of  acidulation.  Indeed,  it  seems  that  generally  those  persons 
who  were  cured  of  intermittent  had  had  their  digestive  organs  more  or 
less  deranged,  and  to  the  alleviation  of  the  gastric  trouble  may  be  at- 
tributed the  cure  of  the  intermittent.  I  do  not  believe  that  in  ordinary 
doses  of  the  soda  sufficient  can  be  introduced  into  the  system  to  prevent 
animal  or  vegetable  genesis.  In  some  experiments  with  culicidae,  large 
quantities  of  the  soda  did  not  seem  to  affect  their  vitality.      The  ratio 
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of  the  soda  to  the  fluid  in  which  the  culices  were,  about  equals  the  ratio 
of  a  heaping  shovelful  to  the  blood  of  a  person.  The  medicine  has 
done  well  in  skin  diseases  due  to  sympathy  with  the  stomach. 

A  case  of  gastric  trouble,  new  to  me,  and  to  which  the  books  within 
my  reach  give  no  parallel  case,  was  cured  by  the  soda.  Bouchardat 
says  that  dyspeptics  may  have  panary  fermentation  take  place  in  the 
stomach.  If  the  term  is  allowable,  the  patient  had  a  glucohydrorrhea. 
Fluid  of  a  very  sweetish  taste  would  arise  several  times  a  day  from  the 
stomach  to  the  mouth.  There  were  also  painful  digestion,  constipation,, 
sleepless  nights,  skin  yellowish  and  harsh.  Various  remedies  had  been 
tried  without  permanent  benefit.  Supposing  that  the  sweetness  wa& 
due  to  the  starchy  portion  of  the  food  being  formed  into  sugar,  and 
knowing  that  fermentation  must  precede  this  process,  we  endeavored  to 
remove  the  difficulty  by  giving  the  hyposulphite.  The  soda  soon  made 
a  cure. — Cincinnati  Lancet  and.  Observer,  February,  1870. 


I  ■  ^fc  •  I 


VERATRUM  VIRIDE. 


BT   DR.  HADLOCK. 


This,  like  all  new  remedies,  has  its  friends  and  foes.  Its  friends 
have  claimed  for  it  almost  everything  that  is  possible  to  be  accomplished 
with  medicine;  while  its  adversaries  have  taken  just  the  contrary 
position,  not  admitting  that  it  is  capable  of  doing  any  good  whatever, 
and  now  afler  having  been  tested  by  the  profession  for  a  number  of 
years,  it  Has  to  a  certain  extent  become  settled  and  accepted  as  a  remedy 
of  some  worth. 

Veratrum  Viride,  is  undoubtedly  a  medicine  of  great  power,  and 
when  exhibited  in  overdoses  is  capable  of  destroying  life,  as  it  has  been 
found  to  destroy  the  life  of  a  dog  in  100  drop  doses.  (For  many  in- 
teresting experiments  as  to  the  toxical  effects  of  veratrum,  see  Cincin- 
nati Lancet  and  Observer  for  June,  1858.) 

According  to  my  observation  the  primary  effect  of  veratrum  is  on  the- 
heart,  as  is  evident  from  the  controlling  influence  exercised  over  the 
pulse.  In  larger  doses,  it  produces  nausea  and  vomiting,  when  other 
symptoms  make  their  appearance,  the  system  being  completely  relaxed^ 
with  free  perspiration  and  a  pale  cool  surface. 

This  I  believe  is  its  general  action,  but  in  some  instances  other  symp- 
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toiDS  are  recognized  of  a  more  alarmiDg  character.  The  surface 
becomes  deathly  pale  and  very  cool  with  occasional  syncope,  which  is 
generally  brought  on  from  rising  suddenly  from  the  recumbent  position. 
The  symptoms  of  globus  hystericus  are  sometimes  present,  but  very 
rarely,  being  observed  only  in  nervous  females.  I  have  not  seen  any 
evidence  of  its  primary  action  on  the  nervous  centres  as  evinced  by 
drowsiness,  stupor,  coma,  or  delirium,  nor  any  efiects  on  the  kidneys  or 
bowels.  Opium  and  its  salts  act  very  happily  as  an  antidote,  relieving 
very  readily  any  of  the  above  symptoms,  if  they  should  become  alarm- 
ing. 

By  some  it  is  classed  with  the  nervous  sedatives,  digitalis,  aconite^ 
etc.,  and  by  others  among  the  arterial  sedatives — with  the  antimonial 
preparations.  1  confess  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  the  nice  distinction 
that  is  made  between  the  two  classes,  unless  the  dif!erence  is  made 
between  the  primary  and  secondary  action  of  the  medicines.  While 
digitalis  and  aconite  are  said  to  act  on  the  nervous  system,  they  act  first 
as  certainly  on  the  muscular  system,  which  is  evinced  by  the  reduction 
of  the  pulse.  The  same  may  be  said  of  antimonials,  only  vice  versa — 
though  perhaps  its  action  on  the  nervous  system  is  not  as  gc  neral  or 
well  marked  as  those  classed  nervous  sedatives  are  on  the  muscular 
system.  It  is  very  difficult  in  fact  to  conjecture  how  any  medicine  can 
act  on  the  heart  and  control  the  circulation,  without  at  the  same  time 
having  more  or  less  influence  on  the  nervous  system,  or  in  other  words, 
how  can  you  impress  one  without  affecting  the  other.  We  conclude 
that  it  cannot  be  done,  consequently,  we  regard  veratrum  as  having  its 
perceptible  primary  action  on  the  heart,  and  its  secondary  effect  on  the 
general  nervous  system. 

In  all  cases  where  there  is  determination  of  blood,  congestions,  local 
and  general — veratrum  is  indicated  and  is  one  of  our  best  agents. — 
Whenever  the  equilibrium  of  the  circulation,  from  whatever  cau86,  is 
disturbed,  we  have  found  no  remedy  that  so  readily  restores  harmony 
to,  and  relieves  the  oppressed  organs,  as  veratrum.  With  this  remedy 
the  heart's  action  can  be  kept  under  perfect  control,  allowing  it  almost 
any  number  of  beats  consistent  with  life,  and  this  may  be  continued  for 
days  without  that  prostration  supervening  which  so  many  seem  to  fear. 
On  the  contrary,  when  its  administration  does  not  give  rise  to  nausea 
and  vomiting,  the  patient  improves  in  strength  under  its  use,  from  day 
to  day,  until  convalescence  is  established. 

In  many  cases,  1  give  nothing  but  this  remedy  after  the  interruption 
of  the  i^ex^Ty  and  also  in  acute  inifiammatory  attacks,  depending  upon 
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the  veratrum  to  hold  the  diseased  aotion  in  abeyance  while  the  tonic 
powers  of  the  system  restore  health  to  the  patient. 

In  all  febrile  affections  this  remedy  is  used  to  very  great  advantage. 
Especially  is  it  valuable  in  various  forms  of  fever8,>  which  it  is  difficult 
to  arrange  under  any  special  head,  owing  to  thdr  obscure  cause,  suck 
as  fevers  which  occur  in  children  from  derangements  of  the  liver^  sto- 
mach, bowels,  etc.,  etc. 

I  usually  give  a  cathartic,  if  deemed  necessary,  and  begin  with  the 
veratrum,  in  doses  that  will  as  soon  as  possible  affect  the  circulation 
without  disturbing  the  stomach,  though,  in  urgent  cases  this  will  make 
no  particular  difference.  Small  doses  frequently  repeated,  will  generally 
accomplish  what  we  desire,  without  irritating  the  stomach. 

As  soon  as  the  pulse  is  reduced  and  the  surface  cooled,  I  then  regulate 
the  dose  so  as  to  continue  this  condition  of  things  until  the  system  reacts 
and  resumes  its  healthy  tone. 

I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  use  it  in  the  ordinary  intermittent 
fevers,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  congestiv  form  of  those  fevers 
that  it  would  be  of  great  value  in  aiding  or  securing  an  intermission 
sooner  than  it  would  occur ;  that  we  may  have  more  time  to  give  the 
an  ti  periodic. 

In  continued  or  typhoid  fevers,  it  is  of  great  benefit  in  equalizing  the 
circulation  and  thereby  preventing  local  congestions,  as  well  as  allaying 
febrile  excitement. 

The  difficulty  of  diagnosing  typhoid  fever  in  its  forming  stage  is  well 
known,  and  from  this  difficulty  of  diagnosis  arises  all  the  discrepancies 
of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  and  its  treatment.  I 
have  met  with  many  cases,  which  from  their  symptoms,  could  have 
been  called  typhoid  fever,  but  after  the  use  of  veratrum  for  a  few  days 
would  subside  and  convalescence  be  established.  My  experience  does 
not  justify  any  great  expectations  from  its  use  after  the  fever  has  passed 
into  the  second  stage,  yet  I  gave  it  in  one  case  for  nearly  three  weeks, 
and  the  pulse  did  not  rise  above  90,  and  stood  most  of  the  time  at  70. 
As  soon  as  the  veratrum  was  discontinued,  it  arose  to  120.  I  used  it 
with  benefit  in  puerperal  fever,  and  will  narrate  the  following  case,  to 
illustrate  its  action. 

April  24th,  1857,  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  N.,  who  was  laboring  under 
an  attack  of  puerperal  fever — tongue  furred,  bowels  costive,  abdomen 
very  tympanitic,  and  tender  on  pressure,  pulse  100,  hard  and  contract- 
ed, with  excessive  febrile  excitement.  As  treatment  (my  patient  being 
a  large  plethoric  woman),  I  resorted  to  blood-letting,  tartar  emetic^ 
calomel,  etc.,  etc.     I  continued  this  orthodox  treatment  for  four  or  five 
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days,  but  my  patient  got  no  better ;  on  the  contrary  she  grew  worse. 
The  skin  was  now  hot  and  dry,  face  flushed,  tongue  very  dry  and  brown, 
abdomen  much  swollen  though  not  so  painful,  pulse  120.  I  now  deter 
mined  to  use  veratrum,  and  gave  her  five  drops  of  the  tincture  with  in- 
structions to  give  four  drops  again  in  on^  hour,  provided  there  was 
neither  nausea  or  vomiting. 

In  a  short  time  I  was  sent  for  to  see  my  patient,  and  when  I  arrived 
found  her  vomiting,  having  just  taken  the  additional  four  drops  ordered, 
I  gave  her  a  dose  of  morphia  which  promptly  allayed  the  vomiting. 

The  change  for  the  better  was  at  once  very  distinctly  marked  in  her 
case.  Under  the  influence  of  the  two  doses  of  four  and  fi  ve  drops,  all 
the  aggregated  symptoms  of  the  case  subsided.  There  was  a  general 
relaxatibn  of  febrile  excitement ;  surface  became  cool  and  n^oist;  pulse 
down  to  70 — soft  and  regular.  I  continued  the  veratrum  in  two  drop 
doses,  every  two  hours  for  four  or  five  days,  the  patient  all  the  while 
rapidly  improving,  with  no  return  of  the  fever  or  any  bad  sjmptom — 
until  convalescence  was  fully  established.  From  that  time  until  the 
present,  I  have  depended  almost  entirely  upon  this  remedy  in  these 
cases,  and  have  found  its  action  invariably  uniform  in  them. 

Knowing  its  power  as  a  sedative,  and  its  ability  to  allay  excitement, 
I  concluded  to  try  it  in  ptberperal  convulsions,  and  accordingly  the  first 
case  of  that  malady  that  fell  under  my  care,  I  Immediately,  on  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  convulsion  gave  ten  drops  of  the  tincture,  watching  the 
pulse  closely.  After  the  second  spasm  1  gave  fifteen  drops,  and  con- 
tinued to  increase  the  dose  after  each  convulsion.  The  pulse  during  the 
intervals  was  80  and  very  hard,  and  would  rise  to  1^0  when  a  convulsion 
came  on.  She  had  taken  three  or  four  doses  before  it  could  be  remarked 
on  the  pulse.  As  soon  as  that  effect  became  perceptible  the  convulsions 
grew  less  frequent  and  less  severe  until  they  finally  ceased  when  the 
patient  roused  up  and  exclaimed :  "  I  am  sick  at  my  stomach."  The 
pulse  was  now  60  and  natural.  Notwithstanding  the  large  amount 
given,  no  vomiting  followed.  This  case  occurred  about  four  hours  afler 
a  natural  labor.  No  other  treatment  was  had  except  revulsives  to  the 
extremities. 

In  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  its  appendages,  it  has  not  given 
that  satisfaction  which  was  expected.  However,  its  peculiar  action  was 
manifested  in  these  cases  as  in  others, 

In  some  ailments  of  the  heart,  I  have  used  veratrum  to  good  ad- 
vantage. In  1858,  I  had  under  my  care,  a  gentleman  aged  57  years, 
who  had  been  troubled  with  disease  of  the  heart  for  thirty  years.     He 
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had  been  under  treatment  more  or  less,  all  this  time  by  one  physician 
or  another,  biit,  as  he  said  without  any  relief.  His  condition  at  this 
time  was  deplorable  in  the  extreme.  He  was  all  the  time  fearful  of 
falling  down  dead — was  laboring  under  great  excitement  both  of  body 
and  mind.  Pulse  very  rapid  with  decided  intermissions  between  every 
three  or  four  beats. 

I  ordered  four-drop  doses  of  veratrum  every  four  hours.  As  soon  as 
the  system  was  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  remedy,  he  expressed 
himself  as  feeling  better.  From  this  time  on,  the  improvement  was 
rapid  until  he  pronounced  himself  well  in  every  respect,  and  has  re- 
mained so  ever  since,  with  no  return  at  any  time  of  the  aggravating 
symptoms  usually  attending  these  cases. — Medical  and  Sti/rgical  Re- 
porter^ February,  1870. 
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Partial  Paraplbgia. — In  a  case,  now  under  our  care,  of  partial 
paraplegia,  probably  resulting  from  injury  of  the  spine  by  a  fall  a  year 
or  two  since,  but  wherein  also  there  had  been  some  fears  of  a  specific 
cause.  The  patient  had  previously  consulted  Ricord  and  Brown- 
Sequard  in  Paris,  and  Pavy  in  London.  Ricord  diagnosed  the  case  as 
non  specific.     Brown-Sequard  prescribed  as  follows  : 

(1.)     g     Potassii  iodid., 3    ij. 

Ammon.  iodid., 3  iij. 

Ammon.  carb., ' 3  ij. 

Infus.  columbse §    v. 

M.  S.  Two  tables  poonfuls,  before  meals,  with  a  little  water. 

(2.)     B     Extr.  belladonnse. gr.    iv. 

Secalis  oornuti  pulv.  recentis, 3  j. 

M.  ft.  pil.  XXX. 

S. — One  pill  afler  each  meal. 

(3.)     IJ     Ammon.  bromid., 3  ij. 

Aq.  destillatse  f1., 3  v. 

M.  S. — A  teaspoonful  and  a  half  twice  a  day  before  meals.  In- 
dorsed :     (This  can  be  mixed  with  the  first.) 
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On  the  second  (2)  formula  is  indorsed : 

'  (Ader  two  weeks  begin  with  this  in  an j  case,  and  use  for  two  weeks. 
In  case  it  does  not  produce  a  good  effect,  tr j  the  third  formula  a  month 
at  least.) 

Dr.  Pavy  prescribed : 

5     Pot.    bromid., 3    ij. 

•Pot.  iodid., 3     j. 

Sp.  ammon.  ar., §     j. 

Aq.  camph.  ad., §  xij. 

Misce  fiat  mist;  cap.  cochl  ij.  magna  ter  quotidie. 

5     Extr.  belladonnsp, gr*  i« 

Extr.  gentianee, g''*  ^U* 

Misce  fc.  pil.  et.  sep.  ad.  xij,  cap.  j.  ter  quotidie. 

Two  weeks  later  he  prescribed : 

B     Pot.  iodidi, 3  j. 

Tine,  nucis  vomicse, 3  iss. 

Ext.  taraxaci, ^ 3  iij. 

Aq.  destil.  ad., §  vj. 

Misce  tiat  mist.  cap.  cochl.  ij.  magna  ter  quotidie. 

The  general  coincidence  of  the  independent  prescriptions  of  these  two 
eminent  gentlemen,  is  a  proud  vindication  of  transatlantic  skill  in  diag- 
nosis, .and  "the  tendency  of  great  minds  to  run  in  the  same  channel." 
It  is  also  a  tribute  to  the  general  power  of  the  medicines  employed,  in 
Europe  as  well  as  America.  We  are  personally  gratified  to  find  that 
they  are  not  yt-t  entirely  superseded  by  iodoform,  carbolic  acid,  or  the 
hydrate  of  chloral. —  Chicago  Medical  Journal,  March,  1870. 


Phytolacca  Decandra  in  Canckr. — O.  Crook,  M.  D.,  Dayton,  Ohio 
{Medical  and  Surg.  Reporter),  in  presenting  Poke-root  to  the  profession 
as  a  successful  remedy  in  the  early  stage  of  cancer,  is  aware  of  the  pre. 
judice  that  he  will  encounter  in  the  minds  of  many  who  regard  the  disease 
as  incurable,  or  at  least  only  a  subject  for  excision,  or  the  useof  escharotics. 
He  has  in  his  possession  statistics,  obtained  in  several  years'  practice  in 
the'  treatment  of  cancer,  phthisis,  and  scrofula,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
most  incredulous  that  cancer  and  tuberculosis  are  all  of  one  and  the 
same  family,  differing  only,  under  different  circumstances,  in  their  de- 
velopment. 

With  the  steady  and  persistent  admitiistration  of  the  phytolacca 
decandra,  in  the  first  stages  of  cancer,  he  has  in  many  cases  seen  the 
tumor  absorbed,  and  a  cure  effected  without  the  knife  or  escharotics. 
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His  method  of  preparing  and  using  the  remedy,  is  as  follows : 

5     Phytolaccse  Radicis |  ij. 

Alcohol  dilute,  or  pure  whisky Oj. 

Let  it  stand  14  days  and  filter. 

Of  this  the  patient  may  take,  after  eating,  from  15  drops  to  a  table- 
spoonful,  as  will  be  borne  by  the  stomach.  He  ha8  derived  the  most 
benefit  from  its  use  when  pushed  until  its  emetic  effect  is  produced,  and 
then  continued  the  dose  that  the  stomach  would  bear  without  excessive 
nausea.  The  effect  of  the  medicine  will  generally  be  apparent  in  the 
space  of  two  weeks — first  in  relieving  the  pain  so  signihcant  of  cancer, 
and  in  arresting  the  growth  of  the  tumor,  and  in  the  general  improve- 
ment of  the  health  of  the  patient. 

If,  after  administering  the  medicine  for  a  few  weeks,  its  beneficial 
effects  are  not  manifest,  it  will  be  well  to  desist  for  a  short  time  and 
then  commence  as  at  first,  when  better  effects  will  be  produced.  He 
has  obtained  favorable  results  from  the  use  of  injections  of  the  tinct. 
iodine,  from  five  drops  to  a  drachm,  and  the  subsequent  application  of 
the  pulverized  or  grated  Poke  root,  in  the  form  of  a  poultice,  intermitted 
with  the  use  of  emollient  poultices  of  carrots,  or  bread  and  milk. — 
Medical  Becordy  January,  1870. 


Sbvbrb  Case  of  Hystxkia,  Trkatbd  by  Assafcetida  and  Bromide 
OF  Potassium. — Edward  F.  Willoughby,  L.  R.  C.  P.,  M.  R.  C.  S., 
Cannonbury,  reports  the  following  case  in  the  British  Medical  Journal^ 
for  June  12th,  1869,  p.  541 : 

C.  B.,  aged  19,  suffering  from  incipient  phthisis  and  excessive  men- 
struation, not  habitually  hysterical,  began  to  laugh  immoderately  at 
some  trivial  occurrence  about  half  past  ten  on  Friday  night  She  soon 
lost  consciousness,  but  continued  laughing  till  half  past  one,  when  she 
had  an  epileptiform  fit,  and  became  quiet,  almost  exhausted.  Thus  she 
remained  during  the  rest  of  the  night  and  the  whole  of  the  following 
day ;  the  fits  recurring  in  groups,  at  intervals  of  half  an  hour  to  an  hour. 
During  the  fits,  her  limbs  were  flexed  and  extended  violently ;  the.head 
retracted.  She  foamed  at  the  mouth,  but  did  not  bite  her  tongue. 
They  were  preceded,  not  by  a  cry,  but  by  workintr  of  the  features  and 
a  half  suppressed  burst  of  laughter  or  a  giggle.  In  the  intervals,  her 
eyes  were  open ;  the  pupils  sensible  to  light ;  head  hot ;  limbs  motion- 
less ;  fingers  flexed  on  the  palms.  She  seemed  perfectly  unconscious, 
and  insensible  to  pain.  Her  pulse  was  80,  regular,  soft ;  her  respirations 
shallow  and  jerking,  52  to  the  minute,  when  I  first  saw  her,  at  4  P.  M., 
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on  Saturday.  I  ordered  a  ten  ounce  enema  with  assafoetida  immediately, 
and  ten  grains  of  bromide  of  potassium  in  peppermint  water  every 
second  hour.  At  10  P.  M.,  she  was  much  the  same.  The  fits,  however, 
were  less  frequent  and  weaker.  There  was  now  no  foaming  at  the 
mouth.  At  one  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  the  last  fit  occurred.  At 
6  A.  M.,  she  gradually  recovered  her  consciousness,  but  had  no  recol- 
lection of  what  had  occurred.  She  was  left  weak  and  feverish.  She 
had  never  had  any  kind  of  fit  previously. — Half-Yearly  Compendium 
of  Medical  Science ,  January,  1870. 


Hydrophobia — Its  Development. — ^The  following  table  was  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Renault.  Says  he  :  "  Having  made  numerous  experiments, 
for  twenty -four  years,  at  Alfort,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  period 
of  incubation  of  hydrophobia  in  the  dog,  of  131  dogs,  either  bitten  or 
inoculated,  63  had  presented  no  signs  of  disease  for  four  subsequent 
months.  Of  the  other  68,  hydrophobia  was  developed  at  various 
periods,  as  shown  in  the  following  table : 

In     1  dog  between  5th  and  10th  day. 
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Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette,  1 

Htdrophobia. — ^The  following  facts  in  regard  to  this  interesting 
subject  appear  in  the  Archives  Generalps  de  Medicine  (May).  They  are 
gathered  from  statistics  furnished  by  the  Veterinary  School.of  Medicine 
at  Lyons.  In  1866  and  '67,  seventy  dogs  were  received  for  treatment. 
Rfly-nine  presented  on  entrance  all  the  symptoms  of  madness;    11 
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supposed  to  have  been  bitten  by  other  rabid  animals,  went  mad  after 
admission. 

Of  18  dogs  which  went  mad,  where  the  time  of  their  injury  could  be 
definitely  fixed,  it  was  found  that  the  period  of  incubation  of  hydropho- 
bia varied  from  8  to  94  days.  When  once  declared,  the  malady  runs 
its  course  in  from  two  to  8  days. 

Effects  of  the  weather  on  its  production, — Statistics  collected  from 
1858  to  1867  show  the  following  results  : 

There  went  mad  in  January 37 . .  May,  46 . .  Sept.  26 

February 51 .  .June,  36 . . Oct.    25 

"         March 48.  .July,  39.  .Nov.  28 

April 48 . .  Aug.  45 . .  Dec.    31 

Statistics  are  also  given  as  to  the  state  of  humidity  of  the  atmosphere, 
and  from  these  the  conclusion  is  reached  that  neither  dryness  nor 
humidity,  heat  nor  cold,  seem  to  exert  any  influence  in  the  production 
of  hydrophobia. — Cincinnati  Medical  Repertory. — liew  Orleans  Journal 
of  Medicine^  Jan.  18T0. 
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Prophylaxis  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles. — J.  C.  Peters,  M. 
D.,  in  the  New  York  Medical  Gazette  for  July  3d,  1869,  p.  52,  makes 
the  following  suggestions  : 

It  oflen  becomes  necessary  or  desirable  to  give  some  remedy  which 
is  supposed  or  believed  to  be  preventive,  or  ameliorative  of  these  dis- 
eases. Belladonna  is  unreliable  in  small  doses  and  dangerous  in  large 
quantities.  Besides  its  effects  are  so  similar  to  those  of  scarlet  fever 
that  the  physician  may  be  plunged  in  doubt  as  to  which  is  the  effect  of 
the  remedy,  and  which  of  the  disease,  when  it  has  been  given  ante- 
cedently, both  long  and  frequently.  I  have  seen  many  children  escape 
afler  great  exposure  to  scarlet  fever  without  the  use  of  any  prophylactic, 
or  precautionary  treatjpent ;  and  I  have  seen  it  occur  in  a  malignant  and 
fatal  form  after  belladonna  had  been  given  regularly  for  two  or  three 
weeks  before  the  occurrence  of  the  attack.  I  now  never  use  belladonna 
to  prevent  scarlet  fever,  but  rely  entirely  upon  the  sweet  spirits  of  nitre. 
This  is  a  mild  and  safe  remedy  which  can  complicate  the  disease  in  no 
possible  way.  It  let^sens  the  fever  and  restlessness,  and  prevents  the 
occurrence  of  disease  of  the  kidneys.  As  a  diuretic  it  may  eliminate 
the  poison  so  rapidly  and  completely,  that  the  system  cannot  become 
affected,  nor  the  disease  reach  its  full  and  fatal  development.  Com- 
parative experiments  prove  that  it  is  more  reliable  than  belladonna, 
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and  far  more  safe. — Half-Yearly  Compendium  of  Medical  Science,  Jan. 
1870. 


In  thb  Hyfodbrmio  Uss  of  Morphia  beforb  thb  Inhalation  of 
Chloroform  in  Habitual  Drinkbrs. — In  the  Deutsche  Klinik,  No.  20, 
is  an  article  by  Dr.  Utbrhart,  in  which  he  strongly  recommends  the 
injection  of  one-half  grain  of  morphia  under  the  skin  ten  or  twenty- 
minutes  before  chloroform  is  administered  to  habitual  drinkers. 
He  states  that  in  such  persons,  the  full  chloroform  narcosis  is  produced 
only  with  difficulty  and  danger;  that  it  is  generally  preceded  by  a 
state  of  great  restlessness  and  irritability,  e^d  wildness,  with  un- 
consciousness,  which,  in  many  cases,  will  lead  only  to  the  quiet  of  death. 
Dr.  U.  believes  the  previous  use  of  the  alkaloid  will  cause  this  stage  to 
be  either  very  short  and  readily  overcome,  or  else  altogether  absent. 
He  gives  several  cases  illustrating  this  opinion,  and  also  an  experiment 
upon  himself  and  on  a  dog.  In  the  latter  the  period  of  narcosis  ap- 
peared to  have  been  greatly  protracted  by  the  morphia.  In  his  own 
case,  chloroform  anaesthesia  is  ordinarily  preceded  by  a  horrible  feeling 
of  distress  and  impending  death.  By  injecting  a  half  grain  of  morphia 
into  his  arm,  he  was  enabled  readily  and  without  suffering  to  come 
sufficiently  under  the  influence  of  anaesthetic  for  operative  purposes. — 
Half' Yearly  Compendium  of  Medical  Science,  January,  1870. 


Beflbx  Vomiting  During  Gestation  Successfully  Trbated  by 
Bromide  of  Potassium. — A  young  woman,  advanced  five  months  in  her 
first  pregnancy,  came  under  treatment,  having  fallen  upon  the  ice, 
striking  upon  and  bruising  her  right  knee.  Shortly  afler,  she  felt  faint 
and  sick,  and  lost  three  or  four  ounces  of  blood  from  the  vagina.  The 
second  day  after  the  fall  she  was  taken  with  labor  pains.  It  was  at  this 
time  that  Dr.  S.  was  summoned  ;  on  examination  found  the  os  undilated, 
the  surrounding  parts  considerably  tender  and  inflamed.  Opiates  soon 
relieved  the  pains,  and  she  had  a  good  night's  rest.  The  next  day  severe 
vomiting  occurred,  which  all  ordinary  remedies  failed  to  quiet.  The 
patient  seemed  at  death's  door ;  still  vomiting ;  could  take  nothing  into 
the  stomach  which  would  be  retained.  Dr.  Spear  resolved  at  last  to 
have  recourse  to  bromide  of  potassium ;  ordered  it  in  ten  grain  doses 
every  hour.  The  relief  was  immediate ;  five  doses  was  given.  Vomit- 
iug  was  arrested,  and  the  patient  rapidly  recovered,  still  going  on  with 
her  pregnancy  as  if  nothing  had  occurred. — Journal  of  the  Oynotcologi- 
eal  Society  for  August,  1869. — New  Orleans  Journal  of  Medicine,  Jan., 
1870. 


/ 
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Subcutaneous  Tbbatmbnt  of  Bubo. — Dr  Wertheim  of  Viemis, 
{SL  Louis  Med.  and  Surg,  Jour.\  reports  thirty-two  cases  of  virulent 
bubo,  congestion  abscess,  hydrocele,  and  ganglion  at  the  wrist,  in  order 
to  prove  the  advantages  of  a  plan  of  treatment  which  consists  in  the 
removal  of  accumulated  fluid  through  a  small  trocar  and  subsequent  in- 
jection of  some  medicated  liquid.  There  should  be  full  fluctuation  in 
the  tumor  before  commencing  treatment  After  withdrawal  of  the  fluid 
through  the  trocar,  ten  drops  of  Magendie's  solution  of  morphia,  or 
twenty  drops  of  a  strong  solution  of  camphor,  of  sulphate  of  copper 
(1  or  2  grs.  to  one  ounce)  or  creasote  water  may  be  injected.  The 
process  requires  daily  repetition  at  first,  and  is  followed  by  immediate 
relief  from  pain,  a  decline  in  the  vnflammatory  symptom?,  a  diminution 
in  the  quantity  of  pus,  which  grows  more  and  more  watery  until 
the  third  or  fourth  week,  when  the  healing  is  complete  and  without 
a  scar.  The  injections  should  be  followed  by  ice-compresses  and 
rest. — Pacific  Medical  and  Surgieal  Journal,  Feb.  1870. 

Bromidb  of  Potassium  for  the  Troubles  of  Teething. — ^The 
bromide  of  potassium  is  highly  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Hoehling  {St.  Louis 
Med.  Jour.)  and  by  Dr.  Caro  (^Medical  Record),  as  a  remedy  for  faulty- 
nutrition,  irritability  of  the  stomach,  vomiting,  restlessness,  diairhoeay 
etc.,  resulting  f^om  teething.  From  half  a  grain  to  a  grain,  given  every 
hour  or  two,  will,  in  a  short  time  oflen  procure  relief  and  sleep  when 
other  means  have  failed.  The  following  is  selected  from  Dr.  Caro's  list 
of  twenty  cases :  S.  Fay,  nine  months  old,  has  six  teeth,  nursed  by  a 
healthy  mother.  After  fifVeen  days  of  diarrhcBa  with  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  passages  every  twenty-four  hours,  was  cured  by  a  mixture  of  one 
drachm  of  bromide  of  potassium  in  an  ounce  of  mucilage,  twenty  drops 
every  hour.  Dr.  Caro  adds :  '^  I  have  had  fifteen  similar  cases  in  every 
form,  having  been  sick  from  fifteen  to  twenty  days  before  coming  to  me, 
all  treated  and  cured  by  the  bromide  of  potassium." — Chicago  Medical 
Journal,  March,  1870. 


Amblyopia  Cubed  by  Hypodermic  Injection  of  Strychnia. — Dr. 
Jos.  Talko,  of  TifliSy  reports  (Kin.  Monatsblatter  f  Augenheilkundu, 
Mai)  a  very  interesting  case  of  amblyopia  cured  entirely  and  solely  by 
this  method.  The  doses  used  were  i^  gr.  raised  gradually  to  ^  of  a  grain 
of  nitrate  of  strychnia ;  the  injection  was  made  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  affected  eye ;  it  seemed  to  answer  best  when  done  in  the  supra- 
orbital region.  The  cure  may  be  said  to  have  occupied  about  seven 
weeks,  and  was  tbea  complete.     It  is  remarkable  that  such  large  doses^ 
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repeated  as  often  as  onoe  a  week,  produoed  neither  local  inoonvenieoce 
Dor  constitutional  poisoning,  with  the  exception  of  the  trivial  symptoms. 
— The  PrctcHHoner,  Aug.,  1869.-!-iVew  Orleans  Journal  of  Medicine ^ 
January,  1870.  * 


Ice  in  Accidents  from  Chloroform. — Dr.  Baillie,  in  the  Indian 
Medical  Gazette j  of  September  1st,  says  :  "  In  cases  of  syncope  from 
inhalation  of  too  large  a  quantity  of  chloroform,  there  is  no  means  upon 
which  I  should  more  rely  to  restore  the  movements  of  respiration,  than 
the  introduction  of  a  good  sized  lump  of  ice  into  the  rectum."  This  is 
much  more  easily  efifected  than  one  would  suppose.  A  little  pressure 
with  the  ice  being  made  over  the  sphincter,  causes  it  to  enlarge  and  the 
ice  slips  in,  followed  almost  immediately  by  a  prolonged  inspiration, 
the  precursor  of  natural  breathing  and  restoration  of  the  heart's  action. 
This  measure,  with  a  small  bit  of  ice  would  doubtless  answer  €qually  as 
well  with  still-born  children. — New  Orleans  Journal  of  Medicine,  Jan., 
1870. 


Hypodermic  Use  of  Carbolic  Acid  in  Intermittent  Fevers. — 
On  the  authority  of  Calvert  ds  Co.,  of  Manchester,  it  is  stated  that 
carbolic  acid  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  intermittent  fevers  in  doses  of  two- 
thirds  of  a  grain  in  twenty  minims  of  water,  administered  hypodermic 
ally.  We  have  not  before  noticed  this  mode  of  using  the  drug,  though 
we  have  seen  statements  in  the  journals  of  its  beneficial  effect  in 
intermittent  fevers. — Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Feb.  1870. 


Injections  of  Phlorate  of  Potassa  in  Gonnorrhea. — Pascual 
Candela  y  Sanchez  recommends  {St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal)  in- 
jections of  chlorate  of  potassa  (16  grains  to  the  ounce)  in  the  second 
stage  of  gonorrhea  and  in  gleet.  The  injections  should  be  frequently  re- 
peated and  continued  for  several  days  after  the  discharge  has  ceased. 
They  are  less  apt  to  fail  in  the  secopd  stage  of  gonnorrhea  than  in  gleet. 
— Pacific:  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  February,  1870. 


Treatment  of  Cholera  Morbus — A  medical  practitioner  writes  to 
the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  as  follows :  "  I  am  now,  and  have 
been  for  the  past  two  years,  treating  cholera  morbus,  cholera  infantum, 
and  colic,  also  the  various  forms  of  diarrhoea  in  adults  and  children, 
attended  with  pain,  with  salt-water  injections,  with  the  best  of  success." 
He  uses  but  very  little  medicine  in  these  affections,  and  in  the  majority 
of  the  cases  none  at  all. — Medical  Record,  January,  1870. 


122  The  Journal  of  Materixi  Medica. 

Aconite  and  Muriate  of  Ammonia  in  Neuralgia. — ^In  the  Chicago 
Medical  Uxaminer  for  November,  Dr.  J.  T.  Newman  confirins  the  use- 
fulness of  aconite  and  muriate  of  ammonia  in  ovarian  neuralgia.  The 
prescription  he  gives  is 

5     Ammonae  muriatis 3  ij. 

Tr.  aconiti f  3  ij. 

Syrup  aurantii  cort., . .  .* f  5  viij.    M 

S.  Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

In  Hiccough. — In  the  London  Lancet  is  reported,  by  Dr.  John 
Constable,  a  case  of  hiccough  complicating  pneumonia,  which  had  re- 
sisted for  days  various  treatment  and  strongly  threatened  death,  but 
was  immediately  relieved  by  injection  of  solution  of  muriate  of  morphia 
into  the  intercostal  region. — Half-Yearly  Compendium  of  Med,  Sci, 
January,  1870. 


In  Puerperal  Convulsions. — In  the  Lancet,  May  29th,  Dr.  R.  M. 
BowsTEAD  reports  two  cases  of  very  violent  convulsions  after  labor, 
immediately  relieved  by  the  injection  of  two  drops  of  tincture  of  aconite 
and  a  third  of  a  grain  of  morphia  into  the  arm. — Half  Yearly  Com- 
pendium of  Medical  Science,  January,  1870. 


In  Fractures. — In  a  communication  to  the  Medical  Times  and 
Gazette,  Dr  Arthur  Evershed  says,  after  the  reduction  of  a  fracture, 
a  small  dose  of  morphia  injected  into  the  cellular  tissue  near  the  seat 
of  fracture  is  of  great  use  in  allaying  muscular  irritation  and  movement. 
— Half-  Yearly  Compendium  of  Medical  Science,  January,  1870. 


Morphia  in  Obstinate  Vomiting. — In  the  British  Medical  Journal, 
of  October  16,  Dr.  John  Kent  Spender  recommends  this  use  of 
morphia  in  obstinate  vomiting,  and  reports  several  successful  cases. — 
Half  Yearly  Compendium  of  Med,  Science,  January,  1870. 


Iodine  Gargle. — ^M.  CuUier  (  Union  Medicate)  advocates  the  follow- 
ing in  syphilitic  ulceration  of  the  mouth  and  throat,  and  in  oezena : 
Iodide  potassium  1  part,  honey  syrup  30,  and  decoction  of  barley  120 
parts. — Idem, 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


Office  of  Permanent  Secretary, 

William  B.  Atkinson,  M.  D., 
1400  Pine  Street,  S.  W.  Cor.  Broad,  Philadelphia. 

The  Twenty-first  Annual  Session  will  be  held  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
May  3,  1870,  at  11  A.  M. 

The  folJowiDg  Committee  are  expected  to  report : — 

On  Cultivation  of  the  Cinchona  Tree,  Dr.  Lemuel  J.  Deal,  Penn- 
sylvania, Chairman. 

On  the  Crjptogamic  Origin  of  Disease  with  special  reference  to  recent 
microscopic  investigations  on  that  subject,  Dr.  Edward  Curtis, 
U.  S.  A.,  Chairman. 

On  the  Doctrine  of  force.  Physical  and  Vital,  Dr.  John  Waters, 
Missouri,  Chairman. 

On  Variola,  Dr.  Joseph  Jones,  Louisiana,  Chairman. 

On  the  Relative  Advantage  of  Sym's  and  PirogofTs  mode  of  Amputa- 
ting at  the  Ankle,  Dr.  G.  A.  Otis,  U.  S.  A.,  Chairman. 

On  a  National  Medical  School,  Dr.  F.  G.  Smith,  Pennsylvania,  Chair- 
man. 

On  Commissioners  to  aid  in  Trials  involving  Scientific  Testimony,  Dr. 
John  Ordronaux,  N.  Y.,  Chairman. 

On  the  Climatology  and  Epidemics  of  Maine,  Dr.  J.  C.  ViTESTON ;  New 
Hampshire,  Dr.  P.  A  Stackfole;  Vermont,  Dr.  Henry  Janes; 
Massachusetts,  Dr.  H.  I.  Bowditch  ;  Rhode  Island,  Dr.  C.  ViT,  Parsons  ; 
Connecticut,  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt  ;  New  York,  Dr.  W.  F.  Thoms  ;  New 
Jersey,  Dr.  Ezra  M.  Hunt  ;  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  D.  F.  Condie  ;  Mary- 
land, Dr.  O.  S.  Mahon  ;  Georgia,  Dr.  Juriah  Harriss  ;  Missouri, 
Dr.  Geo.  Enolsman  ;  Alabama,  Dr.  R.  F.  Michel  ;  Texas,  Dr.  T.  J. 
Heard  ;  Illinois,  Dr.  R.  C.  Hamil  ;  Indiana,  Dr.  J.  F.  Hibbbrd  ; 
District  of  Columbia,  Dr.  T.  Antisell;^  Iowa,  Dr.  J.  C.  Hughes; 
Michigan,  Dr.  Arm.  Sager  ;  Ohio,  Dr.  T.  L.  Neal  ;  California,  Dr.  F. 
W,  Hatch  ;  Tennessee,  Dr.  B.  ViT.  Avent  ;  ViTest  Virginia,  Dr.  E.  A. 
Hildreth  ;  Minnesota,  Dr.  Samuel  Willby  ;    Virginia,  Dr.    W.   O. 
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Owen;  Deleware,  Dr.  L.  B.  Bush;  Arkansas,  Dr.  G.  W.  Lawrenoe; 
Mississippi)  Dr.  W.  Compton  ;  Louisiana,  Dr.  L.  T.  Pimm  ;  Wisconsin, 
Dr.  J.  K.  Baktlbtt  ;  Kentucky,  Dh  J.  D.  Jackson. 
On  Veterinary  Colleges,  Dr.  Thomas  Antissll,  D.  C,  Chairman. 
On  Medical  Ethics,  Dr.  Lewis  A.  Satre,  N.  Y.,  Chairman. 
On  American  Medical  Necrology,  Dr.  C,  C.  Cox,  Maryland,  Chairman. 
To  Memorialize  State  Medical  Societies,   Dr.  N.  S.    Davis,   Illinois^ 
Chairman. 

On  Nomenclature  of  Diseases,  Dr.  F.  G.  Smith,  Pennsylvania,  Chair- 
man. 

On  Medical  Education,  Dr.  T.  G.  Richardson,   Louisiana,  Chairman. 
On  Medical  Literature,  Dr.  J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  A.,  Chairman. 
On  Prize  Essays,  Dr.  Grafton  Tyler  D.  C,  Chairman. 

Voluntary  communications  will  be  presented  by — 

Dr.   John,   Curwbn,  Pennsylvania,  On  the  Proper  Treatment  of  the 
Insane. 

Dr  Nathan   Allen,   Massachusetts,   on   the    Physiological   Laws   of 
Human  Increase. 

Secretaries  of  all  medical  organization  are  requested  to  forward  lists 
of  their  Delegates  as  soon  as  elected,  to  the  Permanent  Secretary. 

1^^  Any  respectable .  physician  who  may  desire  to  attend,  but  can- 
not do  so  as  a  delegate,  may  be  made  a  member  by  invitation,  upon  the 
recommendation  of 'the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

W.  B.  ATKINSON. 
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PSEUDO  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

Dr.    D.    W.   Brtant,  of  Calnsville,  Mo.,  sends  us  the  following 
original  treatment  for  Pseudo-Membranous  Croup : 

"  5     Lobelia  Inf.  Pulv.  Herb. ...../. grs.  x. 

Tartar  Emetic "  v. 

Adipis §  ii. 

M— Spread  on  a  cloth  and  apply  over  the  chest." 

"  5     Lobelia  In.  Pulv.  Herb 31. 

Liquorice  Root'  Pulv^ 3  i. 

Potassa,  Chlorate 3  i. 

Give  from  3  ss.  to  3  i.  every  fi^Q  minutes  until  breathing  be  free. 
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"  The  above  treatment  I  have  never  known  to  fail  even  when  Phy- 
sicians Had  pronounced  the  patient  beyond  the  reach  of  naedicines." 


■♦-^ 


HYGIENE. 


We  extract  the  following  remarks  on  Hygiene  from  a  lecture  intro 
ductory  to  the  course  on  Materia  Medica  and  Hygiene,  delivered  before 
the  medical  class  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,    Nov.   2^,    1869,   by 
Charles  A.  Lsb,  M.  D. 

The  subject  of  Hygiene  will  occupy  some  of  our  attention  during  the 
present  session.  Hygiene,  as  you  are  well  aware,  differs  from  medicine 
— the  first  prevents,  the  latter  cures,  disease.  Perhaps  it  might  proper- 
ly be  called  preventive  medicine.  It  is  Very  closely  connected  with 
physiology,  which  teaches  us  the  laws  of  health,  or  the  laws  of  life ; 
and  also  with  chemistry,  which  reveals  to  us  the  nature  of  poisons, 
whether  taken  in  with  the  air  we  breathe,  the  food  we  eat,  or  the  fluids 
we  imbibe.  Hygiene  aims  to  discover  the  causes  of  disease  and  death, 
and  the  means  of  so  averting  and  altering  these  causes  as  to  prevent 
those  calamities ;  and,  to  do  this,  it  classifies  the  great  factors  of  life 
under  air,  water ^  food  and  heat,  and  all  the  various  questions  that  hy- 
giesic  enquiries  bring  up,  may  be  classified  under  one  or  more  of  these. 

Thus,  there  is  no  aiiimal  life  without  air.  The  humblest  monad 
needs  for  its  existence  a  supply  of  oxygen  gas.  Its  life  motions  are 
derived  from  the  oxygen  producing  chemical  changes  in  its  interior,  and 
so  of  all  other  living  beings.  Man  is  but  an  aggregation  of  monads. 
Each  living  cell  of  which  his  body  is  made  up,  contributes  to  the  ag- 
gregate of  his  life,  only  as  it  is  acted  on  by  the  oxygen  of  the  air.  This 
fact  lies  at  the  foundation  of  a  thousand  hygenic  enquiries  and  sanitary 
facts.  It  id  the  necessity  for  the  oxygenation  of  our  tissues,  that  gives 
all  their  importance  to  our  enquiries  into  the  ventilation  of  dwellings 
and  work  shops,  of  school  houses,  churches,  stables — ^in  fact  of  all  places 
where  living,  breathing  beings  have  to  live.  It  is  this  fact  which  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  all  our  anxiety  about  over-crowding  of  tenement 
houses,  factories  and  shops.  By  the  aid  of  this  great  primal  fact,  we 
explain  the  unnecessary  amount  of  disease  and  death  from  scrofula  and 
consumption ;  and  the  more  this  great  fact  is  headed  and  recognized,  in 
that  proportion  will  longevity  be  promoted,  and  the  health  of  cities  and 
communities  enhanced.      But  we  are  also  to  remember,  that  the  air  we 
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breathe  not  only  supplies  us  with  oxygen,  but  it  is  the  great  repos\tory 
of  all  that  is  exhaled  from  the  earth,  and  from  decaying  matters  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  and  that  it  often  comes  to  us,  as  well  as  the  lower 
animals,  loaded  with  poisons — chemical  agents  which,  absorbed  into  the 
blood  through  the  Jungs,  work  their  destructive  action  on  the  frame,  and 
either  damage  the  functions  of  life  or  destroy  existence  altogether. 
In  fact,  all  the  great  questions  of  endemic,  epidemic,  miasmatic,  and 
contagious  diseases,  find  their  apprppriate  place  in  our  enquiries  into 
the  nature  of  impure  and  poisoned  air  ! 

Water  is  another  factor  of  organic  life.  Without  water  no  chemical 
or  vital  change  can  take  place  in  the  living  body.  Water  enters  into 
the  composition  of  all  organic  beings.  A  large  number  of  animals 
have  their  existence  determined  by  water.  A  man.  weighing  150  lbs. 
contains  111  lbs.  of  water  in  his  tissues.  The  oxygen  that  vitalizes  his 
tissues  is  conveyed  by  water.  The  starch,  the  fat,  the  albumen,  so 
necessary  to  the  existence  of  animals,  are  all  digested,  absorbed,  and 
conveyed  to  the  tissues  by  water.  These  substances,  through  whose 
chemical  change  life  is  possible,  are  decomposed  in  the  presence  of  water, 
and  the  products  of  this  decomposition  are  carried  off  by  the  agency  of 
water.  All  the  higher  animals  drink  water  for  this  very  purpose ;  and 
the  adult  human  being,  on  an  average,  in  one  form  or  another,  takes 
from  70  to  80  ounces  of  water  daily.  Water  is  the  most  potent  of 
chemical  agents ;  its  solvent  power  is  equal  to  that  of  the  mineral  acids, 
and  it  associates  itself  in  nature  with  a  vast  variety  of  compounds  with 
which  it  comes  in  contact  in  the  external  world.  It  dissolves  both  or- 
ganic and  inorganic  matters,  hence  it  may  become  so  contaminated  as 
to  be  unfitted  for  the  purposes  of  life.  From  the  inorganic  world,  it 
may  take  up  the  salts  of  lime,  iron,  lead,  copper,  arsenic  and  other 
compounds  in  such  quantities  that,  when  taken  into  the  human  tody,  it 
is  not  only  unfit  for  healthy  life,  but  it  may  become  the  source  of  im- 
mediate disease  or  death.  Like  the  air,  it  may  become  the  medium  of 
introducing  those  definite  organic  poisons,  which,  kindling  similar 
poisons  in  the  living  system,  are  at  once  the  source  of  disease  to  others, 
and  the  death  of  the  individual  suffering  from  their  action.  Hence, 
among  hygenic  enquiries,  none,  perhaps,  are  more  interesting  and  im- 
portant than  -those  relating,  to  the  quality  of  the  water  we  drink ;  and 
not  only  this,  but  as  connected  with  washing,  cooking  and  manufacturing 
purposes. 

But  something  more  than  pure  air  and  water  is  necessary  for  the 
growth  and  well-being  of  the  amimal  organism;  it  requires  varied 
compounds  of  carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen  and  nitrogen,  in  the  shape  of 
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food.  '  It  is  very  evident  that  the  purest  air  and  water  will  be  no  pro- 
tection from  disease  and  death,  unless  the  human  system  is  supplied  in 
its  food  with  the  elements  necessary  for  the  play  of  those  chemical  forces 
which  result  in  life  or  vital  phenomena.  Not  only  must  there  be  food 
supplying  the  materials  of  combustion  and  nutrition,  but  each  tissue  is 
built  up  and  constituted  in  its  own  peculiar  way.  The  blood  must  be 
supplied  with  chloride  of  sodium  and  iron — the  bones  with  phosphate, 
carbonate  and  ffuate  of  lime — ^the  muscles  with  potash — the  bile  with 
sulphur — ^the  saliva  with  cyanogen — the  nervous  structure  with  phos- 
phorus— thp  hair,  teeth  and  nails  with  silica — and  a  diet  deficient  in 
these  materials  may  be  a  source  of  disease  as  scorbutus.  Formerly  the 
navies  of  the  world  were  decimated  for  want  of  fresh  vegetables. 
Armies  have  been  virtually  starved  on  an  excessive  diet  of  salt  beef. 
Children  have  been  sacrificed  by  thousands  by  confining  them  to  starchy 
food — arrow  root  and  corn-starch.  No  matter  how  much  pure  air  and 
water  are  furnished,  the  body  must  have  all  the  elements,  and  all  the 
minerals,  which  enter  into  its  composition,  in  order  to  epsure  health. 
This  furnishes  a  clue  to  the  question,  what  should  constitute  the  food  of 
man  ?  what  is  a  healthy  diet  1  Here  science  and  instinct  tend  to  the 
same  goal ;  they  reach  the  same  results,  both  in  the  case  of  man  and 
the  lower  animals.  And  in  this  connection,  comes  up  the  question  of 
nervous  stimulants — of  alcohol,  tea,  coffee,  tobacco,  opium,  Indian  hemp^ 
&ic.,  and  especially  the  influence  of  alcoholic  drinks.  Are  they,  in  any 
proper  sense,  food  1  Do  they  retard  the  decomposition  of  the  issues  ? 
Are  they  ever  necessary,  except  as  medicines  ?  All  these  questions  will 
be  fully  considered  hereafter. 

I  have  mentioned  heat  as  one  of  the  factors  of  life.  Provision  for 
the  artificial  maintenance  of  heat  is  one  of  the  proofs  and  signs  of 
civilization.  The  naked  savage  may  live  on  air,  food  and  water.  The 
civilized  man  must  have  warmth.  There  is  no  life  where  the  tem- 
perature never  rises  above  32°  F. ;  and  a  little  above  this  we  find  only 
plants  and  animals  of  the  lowest  types  and  feeblest  vital  powers.  Bui 
as  we  ascend  the  animal  scale  to  birds  and  mammalia,  we  find  animals 
constructed  to  maintain  their  own  temperature,  and  thus  become  in* 
dependent  of  external  sources  of  heat.  The  commonly  received  theory 
of  the  function  of  calorification  in  animals  is  that  heat  is  maintained  by 
the  combination  of  the  carbon  of  the  food  with  oxj  gen,  for  we  see 
animals  living  in  cold  climates  maintaining  their  own  temperature  by 
large  supplies  of  food.  Indeed,* their  whole  existence  seems  to  be  thus 
spent — for  instinct  teaches  them  that,  without  food,  they  speedily  perish 
from  cold.     And  such  has  been  the  experience  of  the  arctic  navigator^ 
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So  man  if  his  food  is  scanty,  heaps  on  clothing.  If  his  dwelling  is  well 
warmed  he  needs  less  food  and  clothing.  The  cold  of  our  northern 
winters  is  a  great  enemy  of  life,  especially  to  the  very  young  or  the  aged 
— a  very  cold  day  is  the  death-knell  of  thousands.  Statistics  show  that 
the  greatest  mortality  among  those  over  si)cty  occurs  in  the  coldest 
weather — ^aiid  this,  especially,  among  the  lower  and  poorer  classes,  who 
are  unable  to  procure  necessary  clothing  or  fuel.  Philanthropists  ought 
to  turn  their  attention  in  this  direction,  and  see,  if  means  cannot  be  de- 
vised to  save  the  lives  which  are  now  destroyed  by  cold.  This  is  es- 
pecially necessary  in  such  a  hyperborean  climate  as  ours.  Chest  af- 
fections in  winter  are^the  representatives  of  bowel  aiTectious  in  summer. 
But  then  the  latter  are  more  amenable  to  treatment  than  the  former. 
Pulmonary  affections  are  the  scourge  of  our  winter  months. 

Gentlemen,  let  me  recommend  to  you  to  study  the  laws  of  heat  in 
relation  to  the  life  of  man,  so  that  you  will,  hereafber,  not  only  be  able 
to  direct  in^the  construction  and  warming  of  your  own  houses,  and 
arrange  your  clothing  so  as  to  secure  to  yourselves  immunity  from 
temperatures  destructive  of  health  and  life,  but  also,  to  aid  by  your 
counsel  and  advice,  so  as  to  secure  the  same  blessings  to  your  friends 
and  acquaintance,  and  to  the  community  generally,  where  you  may 
select  your  residence. 
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County  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
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POPULOUS  TREMULOIDES. 

{American  Poplar.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


Natural  Order. — Salicaceae. 

In  the  artificial  classification  of  Linneus,  this  tree  belongs  to.  a 
genus  of  an  order  Octandria,  and  class  Dictcia. 

Generic  Character — Staminate  flowers  ament  cylindric; 
scales  torn :  perianth  turbinate,  oblique,  entire,  supporting  8  to  80 
stamens.  Pistillate  flowers — ament  and  perianth  like  the  stam- 
inate ;  stigma  4  to  6-lobed ;  capsule  2-celled,  2-valved,  many  seeded ; 
seed  with  egret-like  hairs.     (Leaves  having  a  tremulous  motion,) 

Specific  Character  ^-Flowers  in  April ;  leaves  heart-roundish, 
abruptly  acuminate,  tooth-serrulate,  glabrous,  a  little  pubescent  at 
the  margin,  with  two  glands  at  the  base  on  the  upper  side ;  petioles 
compressed,  in  the  young  state  silky.    Height  20  to  80  feet 

Habitat. — ^North  America. 

PROPBRTlEa — ^Tonic,  febrifuge,  diuretic,  stomachic,  alterative, 
diaphoretic,    and    vermifuge.    An    agent    possessing   such    an 
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assemblage  of  properties,  must  necessarily  admit  of  quite  an  ex- 
tensive application  in  a  great  vapety  of  diseases. 

History. — Populus  is  a  Latin  term  signifying  people.  The 
walks  of  Eome  having  been  shaded  with  the  Populus  dilatata, 
hence  it  was  called  the  people's  trea  There  are  nine  indigenoiiis 
species  of  this  genus  found  in  North  America ;  in  addition  to  which 
two  or  three  species  are  found  very  common,  originally  brought 
from  Europe.  Among  the  exotics,  the  P. — dilatata,  or  Lombardy 
popular,  or  as  it  is  sometimes  called  the  Italian  popular,  may  be 
found  cultivated  in  most  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle  Statea  It  is ' 
said  that  no  pistillate  plant  of  this  species  has  been  brought  to 
America.  Consequently  no  seeds  are  obtained  from  it,  and  it  has 
not  been  reproduced  here  from  seed.  The  P. — graeca,  or  Athe- 
nian poplar,  thrives  well  in  this  country.  English  botanists  have 
described  twelve  species  of  populus,  indigenous  in  Europa 

The  Populus  Tremuloides,  and  also,  many  other  species  of  this 
genus,  have  been  employed  for  many  years  in  this  country  and  in 
Europe,  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fever,  nephritic,  and 
rheumatic  complaints.  Its  active  principle,  pppulin,  has  been  used 
in  numerous  instances  as  a  substitute  for  quinine,  and  with  ad- 
vantage. The  leaves  of  some  species  are  said  to  afford  populin  in 
larger  proportion  than  the  bark.  This  agent  has  generally  been 
used  in  the  form  of  powder,  infusion,  tincture,  populin,  &c.  It  has 
been  used  somewhat  extensively  in  domestic  practice. 

Therapeutical  Uses. 

Intermittent  Fever. — Prof  Paine  speaks  of  populin  as  pos- 
sessing anti-periodic  properties.  He  remarks  that  he  has  em- 
ployed it  as  an  anti-periodic  and  febrifuge  in  intermittent  and  re- 
mittent fevers,  arid  in  several  marked  cases  has  succeeded,  not 
only  in  interrupting  the  fever,  but  also  the  paroxysms,  by  giving 
two  or  three  grains,  every  two  or  three  hours,  for  thirty -six  or  forty- 
eight  hours.  In  several  cases  of  malignant  forms  of  these  fevers, 
he  has  given  it  in  combination  with  quinine,  so  as  to  render  it 
much  more  efficient  He  observes : — "  This  is  especially  the  case 
in  its  influence  upon  the  brain,  as  by  combining  the  sulphate  of 
quinia  and  populin,  in  the  proportion  of  two  parts  of  the  former 
to  one  of  the  latter,  and  administering  it  in  these  fevers,  it  increases 
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the  anti-periodic  power  of  the  quinine,  and  lessens  its  tendency  to 
produce  cerebral  congestion." 

Prof.  Lee  remarks: — "The  therapeutical  properties  of  the 
populin  are  supposed  to  be  nearly,  if  not  quite  identical  with  those 
of  the  willow.  As  an  anti-periodic,  it  has  been  used  successfully 
in  the  treatment  of  intermittents ;  and  also  as  an  ordinary  tonic, 
where  such  remedies  are  indicated.  We  have  good  reason  for 
believing  that  its  tonic  properties  are  considerably  superior  to  those 
of  the  salix,  especially  its  anti-periodic  power,  and  that  there  are 
few  indigenous  tonics  superior  to  it  in  a  certain  class  of  cases,  es- 
pecially intermittents."  This  agent  was  very  thoroughly  tested  in 
the  Confederate  Army,  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady,  and  with 
very  satisfactory  results. 

Dr.  King  remarks : — "  Poplar  bark  is  tonic  and  febrifuge,  and 
has  been  used  in  intermittent  fever  with  advantage." 

Comus  Florida,  or  willow  bark,  given  in  conjunction  with  poplar 
bark,  will  arrest  the  paroxysms  of  this  disease,  in  most  instances. 
In  some  cases,  in  which  the  liver  is  implicated,  a  full  dose  of  calomel 
or  blue  pill  at  bed-time,  should  be  administered  previous  to  the 
employment  of  these  remedies.  The  treatment  of  this  disease 
must  be  continued  some  time  after  the  discontinuance  of  the 
paroxysms,  to  prevent  their  recurrence,  and  the  use  of  poplar  bark, 
properly  managed  will  be  found  adequate  to  accomplish  that 
object  No  injurious  consequences,  like  those  alleged  to  have 
followed  the  long  employment  of  quinine,  ever  are  imputed  to  the 
administration  of  the  bark  of  populus  tremuloides.  At  times 
when  quinine  is  scarce  and  dif&cult  to  obtain,  this  remedy  should 
be  commended  as  being  found  in  very  great  abundance  in  nearly 
all  parts  of  the  United.  States. 

Catarrh  of  the  Bladder. — ^The  occurrence  of  this  form  of 
cystitis  is  frequently  associated  with  diseases  of  other  organs.  Its 
causes,  duration,  and  severity,  are  very  various.  Its  treatment  has 
included  a  great  variety  of  remedies,  of  very  dissimilar  properties. 
Pro£  Paine,  in  treating  on  the  properties  of  populin  observes  :— 
"  In  medicinal  doses  of  on.e  or  two  grain^  administered  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  it  acts  as  a  direct  tonic  to  the  stomach,  bladder, 
urethra,  and  bowels,  more  especially  upon  the  bladder ;  and  it  is  in 
diseases  of  the  bladder,  urethra,  and  prostate,  that  I  have  found 
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the  greatest  benefit  from  this  article.  In  several  inveterate  cases 
of  catarrh  of  the  bladder,  I  have  found  that  two  or  three  grains, 
administered  four  or  five  times  a  day,  produced  a  most  fiivorable 
impression.  In  the  case  of  an  old  gentleman,  who  had  been 
troubled  with  this  affection,  together  "^ith  ardor  urinaa  and  chronic 
enlargement  of  the  prostate  for  many  years,  and  who  was  not  able 
to  obtain  benefit  from  any  of  the  ordinary  remedies,  relief  was 
most  promptly  given  by  the  use  of  two  grains  of  populin, .  four 
times  a  day.  He  continuedits  use  for  four  or  five  months,  together 
with  alterative  doses  of  podophyllin,  in  combination  with  sulphate 
of  potassa,  and  it  resulted  in  a  perfect  cure." 

Dr.  Lee  observes  that  this  agent  is  thought  by  many  to  possess 
decided  alterative  properties,  and  that  those  who  have  watched  its 
effects  closely,  consider  it  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  and  a  general  de- 
purant  He  speaks  of  it  as  having  been  strongly  recomoiended  in 
suppression  and  retention  of  urina  Dr.  King  alludes  to  it  as 
having  been  beneficially  employed  in  diseases  of  the  urinary 
organs. 

Chronic  Gleet. — ^Blennorrhoea,  or  gleet  is  often  somewhat 
complicated,  and  frequently  requires  a  long-continued, treatment 
to  effect  a  cure.  Injections  of  various  remedies,  and  the  use  of  the 
bougie  have  been  resorted  to,  and  sometimes  with  harm  instead  of 
benefit  Prof  W.  Paine  says  that  he  has  used  the  populin  with 
great  success  in  chronic  gleet  In  several  cases,  where  other 
remedies  had  failed,  he  has  succeeded  in  entirely  removing  the 
disease  by  the  use  of  this  drug  for  several  consecutive  weeka 

Dr.  King  makes  fevorable  allusion  to  the  employment  of  pop- 
ulus  tremuloides  in  gonorrhoea,  gleet,  strangury,  etc.  It  has  been 
used  by  the.Thomsonians  as  a  diuretic,  so  says  the  American 
Journal  of  Pharma/cy^  vol  14,  p.  276,  with  much  success. 

This  journal  quotes  Thomson,  as  remarking  in  his  work,  that 
the  bark,  given  in  the  form  of  a  tea,  is  one  of  the  best  articles  to 
remove  bile,  and  restore  the  digestive  organs,  of  anything  he  ever 
used. 

Its  tonic  and  alterative  properties  are  admitted  to  be  very 
prominent,  the  latter  of  which,  has  gained  for  it  a  notoriety  in  the 
treatment  of  this  malady.  .  By  alternating  this  remedy  with  hy- 
drastin  many  cases  will  respond  favorably.     The  latter  agent  is 
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said  to  exercise  such  an  especial  influence  over;  mucous  surfaces, 
and  its  action  in  this  respect  is  so  manifest,  that  the  indications  for 
its  employment  cannot  be  questioned.  Chimaphilin  should  be 
associated  with  the  populin  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady  when- 
ever the  lymphatic  glands  are  complicated,  or  inactiva 

GrRAVEL. — Deposits  of  small  gritty  substances,  such  as  are  form- 
ed on  the  cooling  of  urine,  sometimes  more  or  less  concrete,  or 
crystalline,  usually  usher  in  this  malady.  The  treatment  of  this 
aflfection,  commonly  recommended,  is  much  the  same  as  that  for 
urinary  deposits,  and  urinary  calculi.  Populin  has  been  strongly 
recommended  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  Some  use 
chimaphilin  and  populin  combined,  and  speak  of  it  as  very  eflfect- 
ual.  Asclepin  and  populin,  combined  in  equal  proportions,  will 
be  found  useful  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.     When  ac- 

I 

companied  with  much  pain  and  irritation  alternate  those  remedies 
with  full  doses  of  hyoscyamus. 

Flatulence. — Dr.  Coe  observes,  when  speaking  of  populin : 
— "  For  the  removal  of  flatulence  it  is  more  of  a  radical  than  an 
immediate  remedy,  overcoming  the  disposition  by  its  powers  as  a 
corrective.  It  will  be  found  one  of  the  most  certain  remedies  for 
this  purpose  that  has  ever  yet  been  discovered."  It  will  be  found 
beneficial  in  certain  cases,  to  alternate  its  use  with  soda  sulphis,  or 
with  assafoetida  Populili  is  said  to  act  as  a  direct  tonic  to  the 
stomach. 

Vermifuge  PROPERTiEa — For  the  removal  of  worms,  Dr.  Coe 
says,  it  should  be  given  (populin)  in  from  three  to  five  grain  doses 
tbree  times  per  day  for  a  few  days,  and  be  followed  by  a  cathartic. 

Prof.  W.  Paine  observes: — "The  populin  also  possesses 
vermifuge  properties,  and  is  one  of  the  principal  ingredients  of  the 
anthelmintic  mixture.  One-half  grain  of  populin,  one-fourth  grain 
of  Santonin,  and  one-eighth  grain  of  podophyllin,  triturated  with 
sugar,  and  administered  to  a  child  at  bed-time,  is  one  of  the  most 
efficient  vermifuge  mixtures  I  have  ever  employed." 

Phthisis. — ^Dr.  Paine  says  that  he  has  used  populin  in  phthisis, 
where  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane  was  involved,  dn  com- 
bination with  prunin  and  stillingin,  with  most  beneficial  resulta 

Dr.  Coe  says : — "  Populin  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  remedies 
for  the  relief  of  night  sweats  that  it  has  ever  been  our  good  fortune 
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to  become  acquainted  with.  We  refer  its  curative  action  in  this 
instance  to  its  power  of  restoring  and  giving  vigor  to  the  secreting 
vessels  of  the  skin,  This  property  we  have  referred  to  in  speaking 
of  the  senecin." 

For  the  cure  of  night  sweats,  when  not  arising  from  hepatic  con- 
gestion, fifteen  to  twenty  grains  of  populin,  says  Dr.  C. — should  be 
administered  daily.     He  usually  employs  it  in  solution. 

9     Populin 3j. 

Warm  water -  §  iij. 

Mix.  The  populin  is  not  entirely  soluble  in  water,  yet  sufficient- 
ly so  for  all  practical  purposes.  It  should  be  stirred  up  when 
taken.  One  tablespoonfal  of  the  above  solution,  he  advises  to  be 
given  once  in  two  hours. 

Painful  Mioturation. — Dr.  Coe  says: — "Valuable  as  we 
deem  the  populin  in  the  treatment  of  the  affections  previously 
named,  it  has  one  property  which  we  consider  of  paramount  im- 
portance to  all  the  rest,  and  that  is  its  property  of  relieving  painful 
micturition,  and  heat  and  scalding  of  urine.  Did  it  possess  'no 
other  curative  value,  we  should  esteem  it  an  indispensable  con- 
stituent of  our  materia  medica  Its  value  in  this  respect  is  most 
apparent  when  the  symptoms  above  named  occur  during  pregnancy. 
The  relief  it  atfords  is  most  gratifying  to  both  patient  and 
practitioner.  Our  method  of  employing  it  is  in  solution  in  con- 
nection with  tincture  of  gum  myrrh,  as  follows : 

51     Populin 3j. 

Tinct  myrrh 3ij. 

Warm  water ^iv. 

Of  this  mixture  one  tablespoonful  may  be  given  once  every  two 
to  four  hours,  and  continued  until  the  symptoms  are  entirely  re- 
lieved." 

Irritation  of  the  Meatus  Urinarius  and  Labia.— rDr. 
Coe  remarks: — "In  order  to  allay  the  irritation  of  the  meatus 
uric arius  and  labia,  we  employ  the  following: 

5^     Pulv.  Gum  Myrrh 5  ss. 

Boiling  water         •        •        -        -        -  0  ss. 

Infuse  and  strain.  Wash,  the  parts  freely  with  this  infusion, 
or  a  cloth  wetted  with  it  may  be  inserted  betweeii  the  labia,  and  in 
contact  with  the  meatus.      This  treatment,  "  he  says,"  will  seldom 


Bates — On  Populous  7}remuloides.  135 

or  never  disappoint  the  practitioner.  We  look  upon  it  as  the 
most  certain  prescription  that  can  bemade.  We  can  recollect  of 
no  instance  of  failura   It  is  perfectly  safe  in  all  stages  of  pr^nancj." 

Prof.  Paine  recognizes  this  efiect  of  populin.  He  says:— ^ 
"  Populin  has  also  been  highly  recommended  and  extensively  used 
in  many  chronic  diseases  of  the  uterus  and  vagina,  especially  in 
prurigo,"  an  aphthous  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
vagina,  and  an  irritable  condition  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
uterus.'' 

Jaundice. — ^Dr.  Coe  observes: — "In  Jaundice  the  Populin  is  of 
eminent  service.  It  possesses  the  properties  of  an  alterative  to  a 
marked  extent,  which  is  displayed  by  its  power  to  correct  the 
secretive  action  of  the  skin  and  kidneys.  It  is  of  great  importance 
that  these  emunctories  should  be  restored  to  a  normal  condition  in 
the  treatment  of  jaundice,  as  they  constitute  the  main  channels  of 
depuration.  To  render  the  Populin  more  effectual,  it  should  be 
alternated  with  alterative  doses  of  Podophyllin,  Leptandrin  or 
Juglandin."  Small  doses  of  calomel,  or  blue  pill,  two  or  three 
times  a  week,  followed  by.  the  use  of  populin,  and  muriate  of 
ammonia,  will  often  be  of  service  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady. 
From  the  limited  experience  of  the  author  in  the  use  of  populin, 
in  the  treatment  of  this  affection,  he  is  rather  fiivorably  impressed 
with  tiie  result  This  agent  may  be  used  to  advantage  in  com- 
bination with  many  of  the  remedies  used  in  tiie  treatment  of 
jaundica 

Htstebia.— rThis  malady  has  been  mistaken  fox  inflammation 
of  a  subjacent  or  adjoining  viscus.  The  situations  in  which  hys- 
terical pains  are  most  frequentiy  felt  are  very  various.  Some  suffer 
from  pam  in  the  head,  others  in  the  margins  of  tHe  ribs,  er  below 
the  mamma ;  the  stomach  and  spleen  often  claims  attention,  also 
the  descending  colon,  and  left  iliac  region ;  some  complain  of  pain 
above  the  pubis,  or  in  various  other  parts  of  the  abdomen ;  the 
kidneys,  ureters,  dorsal  or  lumbar  vertebrae,  sacrum,  hip,  or  knee 
joint,  pharynx,  larynx,  liver,  eta  Many  cases  will  occur,  which 
are  complicated  with  disordered  catamenia.  This  malady  assumes 
such  a  proteiform  character,  much  caution  is  sometimes  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  physician,  in  making  out  the  diagnosis.  Among 
the  numerous  remedies  reconmiended  in  the  treatment  of  this 
harassing  malady,  populin  is  held  in  very  high  estimation. 
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Dr.  Coe  observes : — "  In  hysteria  it  is  mainly  useful  as  a  tonic 
after  the  ni^ent  symptoms  are  quelled.  For  this  purpose  it  will  be 
found  of  singular  utility,  aa  it  will  be  tolerated  by  the  stomach 
when  other  tonics  are  rejected,  and  tranquilize  the  S3rmpathetic 
disturbance  arising  from  uterine  excitement.  It  is  for  this  reason, 
an  excellent  remedy  for  the  dyspeptic  symptoms  accompanying 
pregnancy."  It  will  be  found  useful  given  in  conjunction  with  the 
ordinary  remedies,  usually  administered  in  the  treatment  of  this 
affection,  ' 

Indigestion. — Populin  has  gained  no  little  notoriety  as  a  remedy 
for  indigestion.  Its  alterative  and  tonic  properties  are  commended 
in  this  malady.  In  some  instances  it  will  be  found  valuable,  given 
in  combination  with  xanthoxylin.  Cases  accompanied  with  con- 
stipation of  the  bowels,  will  be  improved  by  employing  it  in  con- 
junction with  leptandrin,  or  with  small  doses  of  podophyllin.  If 
there 'be  much  acidity  of  th'e  stomach,  alternate  the  populin  with 
sub-nitrate  of  bismuth. 

Cases,  complicated  with  anaemia,  should  be  allowecj  iron  in  some 
of  its  forms  in  conjunction  with  this  agent  In  most  instances  the 
populin  will  be  sufficient  of  itself  as  a  tonic,  but  in  well  marked 
cases  of  poverty  of  the  blood,  some  of  the  ferruginous  preparations 
should  be  administered  in  combination  with  it,  for  a  few  days. 

Cutaneous  Diseases. — Alterative  remedies,  in  most  instances, 
have  been  employed  in  the  treatment  of  cutaneous  diseases. 
Authority  is  not  wanting  to  show  that  populin  is  held  in  high 
repute  in  the  management  of  this  class  of  diseases. 

Prof.  Paine  says  that  populin  has  been  highly  recommended  and 
extensively  used  in  many  chronic  cases,  especially  in  prurigo.  For 
cutaneous  affections  it  should  be  employed  internally  and  ex- 
ternally. It  will  be  found  useful  to  alternate  the  use  of  populin, 
with  solanum  dulcamara,  and  in  some  cases  to  employ  Fowler's 
solution  of  arsenic.  A  syrup  of  yeUow  dock,  stillingia  and 
populin,  will  be  found  a  good  combination  in  the  treatment  of 
this  class  of  diseases.  This  agent  is  not  confined  to  a  limited 
number  of  diseases,  but  claims  as  wide  a  margin  in  its  adaptation 
to  the  various  ills  of  life,  as  that  of  any  other  remedy  now  in  use. 

PREPARATION. 

Populin      -        -        -        -       Dose,  4  to  8  grains. 
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VERATRUM  VIRIDE  AS  AN  ANTIDOTE  TO  OPIUM 

POISONlNO. 


BY  W.  H.  BENTLEY,  A-  M.,  M,  D.,   OF  WOODSTOCK,  KY. 


On  the  20tli  day  of  November,  1869,  I  took  by  mistake,  for  a 
dose  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  about  grs.  viij.  of  sulphate  of  morphia, 
followed  by  an  ounce  of  whisky.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 
after,  I  sat  down  to  dinner  and  ate  heartily  of  com-meal-bread, 
pork,  Irish  potatoes,  and  boiled  cabbage,  drinking  at  the  same  time, 
a  cup  of  strong  coffee.  Soon  after  arising  from  the  table  I  dis- 
covered the  mistaka  I  was  then  two  and  a  half  miles  from  home. 
I  ordered  my  horse  immediately  and  went  home  with  all  possible 
haste*  On  arriving,  I  took  a  copious  emetic  of  Fid.  Ext  Lobelia 
and  Ipecac,  made  into  infusion,  to  which  was  added  some  Tr.  Cap- 
sicum for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  the  almost  paralyzed  stomach: 
It  was  a  little  more  than  two  hours  from  the  ingestion  of  the 
morphia  until  I  began  to  take  the  emetic. 

At  this  time,  I  had  extreme  thirst,  pulse,  naturally  just  60,  was 
140,  and  weak,  pupils  so  contracted  that  I  could  scarcely  distinguish 
the  objects  around  me  in  the  room.  The  emetic-acted  finely,  but 
brought  no  relief  to  my  symptoma  I  had  determined  several 
years  previous,  to  try  veratrum  viride,  should  another  case  of 
opium  poisoning  present  itsel£  This  was  the  case,  and  this  was 
the  proper  stage.  So  I  began  with  10  drop  doses  of  the 
Tincture.  It  was  repeated  in  10  minutes.  My  finger  was  on  my 
radial  pulse — ^my  open  watch  lay  in  the  window — my  excellent 
wife  kept  note  of  the  time — I  of  the  state  of  my  pulse.  As  soon 
as  the  veratnmi  began  to  bring  down  my  pulse  I  began  to  ex- 
perience the  first  relief  The  thirst  abated,  and  the  accuracy  of  my 
vision  returned  in  exact  ratio  with  the  return  of  my  pulse  to  its 
normal  standard,  which  was  about  one  and  a  half  hours  from  the 
time  I  began  the  use  of  the  veratrum. 

My  highly  esteemed  and  intelligent  friend  Dr.  Thomas  Doolen, 
who  had  been  sent  for  immediately  on  my  arrival  at  home,  came 
just  as  I  had  decided  that  no  more  veratrum  was  necessary  and 
had  left  it  off  for  a  dose  of  cathartic  pills. 

I  was  beginning  to  feel  exceedingly  sleepy  about  the  time  I 
began  to  use  the  veratrum,  this  soon  passed  off,  and  during  the 
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night  I  felt  no  disposition  of  the  kind.  The  cathartic  acted  prompt- 
ly, and  next  day  I  felt  as  well  as  usual.  In  this  case  there  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  of  the  antidotal  action  of  the  veratrum,  and  I 
have  thought  proper  to  report  the  case  that  others  may  give  it  a 
triaL 

The  power  of  opium  to  control  and  entirely  counteract  the  effects 
of  veratrum  is  a  fact  which  I  suppose  is  fully  established ;  why  not 
control  the  actiop  of  opium  with  sufficient  doses  of  veratrum  ? 
To  my  mind,  the  use  of  veratrum  in  the  early  stages,  especially, 
seems  much  more  rational  than  the  use  of  belladonna.  The  former 
being  entirely  free  from  narcotic  properties  could  never  be  the 
means  of  producing  a  double  narcotism^  which  has  occasionally  been 
the  case  when  the  latter  has  been  used.  It  is  likewise  the  most 
prompt  and  powerful  agent  of  the  materia  medica  in  arrousing  the 
secretions,  the  drying  up  of  which  is  the  first  great  evil  to  be  over- 
come in  this  dangerous  class  of  cases. 


-♦-♦" 


SOME  REMARKS  UPON  THE  REPORT  OP  THE 
COMMITTEE  OF  EDINBURa  UPON  THE  CHO- 
LAG-OaUE  POWERS  OP  CALOMEL,  AND  EX- 
PERIMENTS UPON  Doas. 


The.  food  in  th^  mouth  receives  saliva  to  moisten  it;  in  the 
stomach  it  receives  gastric  juice  for  the  purpose  of  primary  and  the 
coarser  part  of  digestion ;  in  the  duo-denum  the  bile  (not  the  gall) 
for  a  finer  part  of  the  operation,  and  onward  the  pancreatic  juice  for 
a  still  finer  part  of  digestion,  until  zV,  the  chyle,  is  perfectly  pre- 
pared for  the  elective  absorption  of  the  lacteals.  Now  the  liver 
gives  off  the  bile  periodically  each  time  after  having  taken  food,  for 
the  above  purpose  mentioned.  It  is  not  a  continuous  secretion — 
it  is  intermitting  if  not  periodical.  The  flow  of  bile  from  the  liver 
depends  entirely  upon  the  presence  of  food,  the  proper  stimiJus  or 
incitmg  agent,  not  upon  mercury  or  any  other  unnatural  im- 
pression  upon  the  chylopoetic  viscera ;  and  medicine  is  unnatural 
enougL  Medicine  is  entirely  for  another  purpose.  When  the 
liver  does  not  perform  its  proper  fimction,  then  cholagogues,  it  there 
are  any  such  medicines,  which  I  do  not  believe,  according  to  the 
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definition  of  the  term — ^medicines  that  will  cause  a  mechanical 
action  to  move  the  bile  from  the  liver  to  the  duodenum.  I  think 
the  proper  function  of  the  Kver,  is  an  involuntary  vitochemical 
action  of  secretion  and  excretion 'of  the  elements  to  form  the  bile, 
from  the  common  pabulum  of  the  blood,  into  that  organ.  If  that 
function  is  not  fulfilled,  the  organ  is  torpid,  the  person  becomes 
yellow,  the  urine  is  colored,  the  eyes  also,  and  we  say  the  person 
is  jaundiced,  from  the  elements  to  form  bile  being  retained  in  the 
blood.  The  bile  and  the  gall  I  think  are  distinct  secretions;  the 
bile  is  of  a  bright  golden  yellow  color ;  the  taste  mankish  and 
sweet;  the  gall  of  a  dark  bottle  green,  and  as  bitter  as  gall. 
Besides  the  cystic  duct  and  the  hepatic  duct  have  often  been  found 
to  be  entirely  independent  of  each  other,  and  the  gall  bladder  has 
often  been  found  to  be  perfisctly  impacted  with  gall  stones,  that 
were  too  lai^e  to  be  forced  through  the  duct  after  death — ^besides, 
it  has  been  found  entirely  wanting  in  a  number  of  instances;  all 
this  without  any  apparent  disturbance  of  functibn  during  life ; 
more  than  in  any  other  casa  You  may  ask  how  the  presence  of 
food  in  the  stomach  and  duodenum  can  excite  the  flow  of  bile 
into  the  intestine.  I  do  not  propose  to  explain  the  modus  operandi. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  the  only  natural  substance  that  has  ever 
been  lound  by  experience  to  eflfect  that  object 

The  report  says : — "  But  when  there  is  a  diminished  con- 
sumption of  food,  the  failure  in  the  biliary  secretions  is  all  the 
more  marked.  The  amount  of  bile  secreted  was  greatly  di-y 
minished  by  starvation,"  It  may  howevei*  possibly  be  by  one  or 
other  of  the  five  sympathies,  namely : — The  continuous,  that  kind 
of  sympathy,  that  effects  the  nares  at  one  extremity  of  the  mem- 
brane, and  the  anus  at  the  other  extremity,  from  irritation  of  worms 
in  the  bowels.  Perhaps  we  can  get  no  aid  from  textural,  or  from 
contiguous  sympathy.  By  nervous  sympathy  in  consequence  of 
the  parts  being  supplied  by  branches  or  filaments  of  the  same 
name, — ^like  the  heart,  the  lungs,  stomach  and  liver ;  or  by  sen- 
sorial sympathy,  or  by  the  sense  of  fulneas,  as  of  the  rectum,  or 
the  urinary  bladder,  when  they  are  distended.  Now  it  is  probable 
by  the  use  of  emmenagogues,  you  can  bring  on  the  menses  between 
the  time  of  their  proper  periods ;  of  what  use  would  it  be  if  you 
could  ?    If  you  could  by  the  use  of  what  are  called  chologogues. 
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induce  a  discharge  of  bile  from  the  liver  into  the  duodenum,  when 
there  was  no  nutriment  present  to  require  its  presence;  of  what 
use  conld  it  be  made  to  serve?  K  a  female  who  had  never  had  a 
child,  coiJd  be  made  to  lactate,  by  the  use  of  what  are  called 
galactagogues^of  what  use  would  it  be  ?  Of  just  as  much  use  as 
it  would  be  to  excite  the  liver  to  a  discharge  of  bile,  when  no  food 
is  present  to  require  it,  if  it  could  be  done.  If  a  gravid  woman 
after  confinement,  should  take  remedies  to  induce  lactation,  and 
should  succeed,  it  would  seem  that  those  gentlemen  of  the 
committee  of  Edinburg,  from  analogy  of  their  reasoning,  would 
require  the  remedy  also,  to  milk  the  mothers  breast  Why  not 
require  Kremptics*  pectorals  or  expectorants  to  take  the  excretions 
of  the  lungs,  and  carry  them  up  into  the  mouth.  If  an  amorous 
desire  could  be  produced  in  a  female  by  the  use  of  aphrodisiacs ; 
I  should  just  as  soon  think  of  producing  the  orgastic  shock  by 
the  introduction  of  a  chestnut  burr  into  the  vagina,  as  to  think  of 
compelling  the  liver  to  perform  a  mechanical  function,  by  cutting 
through  the  wall  of  the  body,  and  into  what?  Why  the  fundus 
of  the  gall  bladder  to  find  bile ;  all  this  in  a  dog,  and  then  put 
calomel  into  the  stomach,  to  see  how  much  bile  the  gall  bladder 
would  make  in  twenty-four  hours ;  and  work  faithfully  for  two 
whole  yeara  They  have  finally  finished  the  job,  and  say  nothing 
more  can  be  dona 

But  calomel  does  operate  upon  the  liver  notwithstanding,  through 
at  least  one  of  its  many  medicinal  powers.  I  will  mention  some 
of  them.  Mercury  in  its  elementary  state,  (per  se)  is  inert ;  it  is 
its  compounds  only  that  has  any  medicinal  powers.  Calomel, 
called  now  di  chloride  of  mercury  or  chlorohydrargyrous  acid  or 
more  recently,  mercurous  chloride,  supposed  to  be  composed  of 
Hg,  CI,  is  the  one  experimented  upon  by  the  committee.  Calomel 
is  an  ecphractic,  emulgent,  deobstruent,  alterative,  adenagia  I 
have  heard  all  of  those  terms  used  by  medical  gentlemen  to  express 
this  one  power.  It  is  sub-emetic,  eccoprotic,  aperient,  cathartic  and 
ueuragic,  but  this  last  power  mentioned,  transcends  its  medicinal 
grade  of  action,  as  much  as  salivation  does  in  a  directly  opposite 
way. 

Now  mercury,  by  this  power  first  mentioned,  affects  the  whole 
lymphatic  and  glandular  system ;  the  liver  among  the  rest     Now 
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I  do  not  think  mercury  or  any  other  remedy  having  this  power, 
affects  materially  any  of  the  secretions,  except  the  constantly  oon- 
tinuous  and  strictly  involuntary,  vito-chemical  ones, — unless  the 
saliva  belongs  to  a  different  group,  but  I  think  not,  they  only  show 
in  an  open  cavity,  what  otherwise  could  not  have  been  seen. 
Mercury  is  a  sialagogue  in  the  same  sense,  that  it  is  by  its  general 
operation  upon  the  whole  glandular  system.  Now  if  calomel  can 
be  sent  to  the  liver  or  can  effect  the  liver  at  the  will  of  the  pre- 
scriber  in  preference  to  any  other  oigan  or  part  of  the  animal 
economy ; — ^it  must  I  think  be  endowed  with  a  greater  degree  of 
sagacity  than  the  prescriber.  It  is  well  known  that  diseased  organs 
are  more  susceptible  to  the  impression  of  remedies  than  sound  ones 
—else  we  could  do  but  little  with  our  remedies.  In  order  to  get 
the  different  powers  of  calomel,  it  will  depend  of  course  upon  the 
mode  and  manner  of  using  it ;  the  quantity  given  and  the  time  and 
repetition  of  the  dosa  Suppose  I  go  to  a  clock  repairer,  tell  him 
mj  clock  does  not  strike  right,  the  clock  does  not  go  regular;  he 
asks  does  the  clock  keep  good  time  ?  "  O  no.  "  He  says  I  will  clean 
and  oil  it  and  make  it  run  right;  then  the  striking  part  will  take 
care  of  itself.  Suppose  he  says  to  me  in  return,  my  liver  is  out  of 
order,  it  does  not  do  its  duty,  I  am  jaundiced.  I  want  some  med- 
icine to  make  it  discharge  bile.  Now  I  tell  him  as  he  did  me,  I  will 
put  the  proper  function  of  the  organ  in  tune,  and  the  bile  will  take 
care  of  itself;  be  discharged  just  when  it  is  required,  as  the  clock 
strikes  when  the  hour  comes  round.  And  calomel  is  just  one  of 
the  articles  I  would  do  it  with.  I  would  as  soon  rap  on  a  dry  cow's 
horns  to  get  milk,  as  to  think  of  getting  bile  fix>m  the  liver,  when 
its  proper  function  was  not  carried  on. 

It  is  of  no  particular  consequence  whether  mercury  is  given  in 
the  form  of  di-chloride  i  e.  calomel  or  disoxyd  of  mercury — pro- 
duced by  the  oxyd  of  sodium  contained  in  the  saliva,  gastric  juice, 
pancreatic  liquor,  &c.,  causing  a  double  decomposition,  forming 
chloride  of  sodium  and  dis  oxydof  mercury,  the  powers  being  the 
sama  Now  I  suppose  calomel  produces  its  primary  impression 
upon  the  great  oi^n  of  reception,  the  stomach,  as  well  as  the  im- 
pression ot  all  other  medicines  introduced  into  that  organ — from 
thence  exert  their  principla  operation  upon  that  part  of  the  invol- 
untary motor  nerve  of  vito-chemical  action,   nutrition   and  re- 
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production,  which  is  sent  to  th©'  secrements  and  absorbents,  or  in 
other  words,  the  whole  glandular  system.  When  driven  however 
beyond  its  medicinal  grade  of  action;  its  own  sanitary  powers 
tranbcended  to  salivation  or  to  what  is  called  mercurial  erythism 
or  excessive  adenagy,  it  then  is  of  course  detrimental  and  becomes 
pathological  The  real  essence  of  the  power  of  mercury  seems  to 
be  the  regulation  of  the  activity,  but  more  especially  its  increase 
when  deficient,  of  secretion  and  absorption,  also  to  change  the 
quality  of  these  secretions  to  a  healthy  action.  Not  as  a  pack- 
horse  to  carry  bile  or  gall  either  of  them  from  the  liver  to  the  in- 
testinea  As  I  have  beien  so  much  more  lengthy  than  I  intended, 
will  say  but  one  word  upon  the  other  two  articles,  Taraxacum  and 
Podophyllin.  Taraxacum  has  the  same  medicinal  power  that  I 
have  been  discussing  in  a  very  feeble  degrea  Podophyllin  is  a 
cathartic  oi  similar  powers  to  that  of  Jalap. 
This  is  to  my  friend,  Joseph  Bates,  M.  D., 

with  respects  of 

E.  a  CLAEK 


>  •  ^  •  i 


PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 


BY   J.  F.  H.  PATTERSON,    OF    CLIFTON,  OHIO. 


Mrs. ,  aged  26,  who  had  always  menstruated  irregularly,  as  to 

time,  quantity,  and  quality^  and  in  the  proportion  of  these  irregularities 
suffered  with  an  agonizing  and  indescrihable  cephalalgia — was  attacked 
July  24th,  1869,  in  the  eighth  month  of  her  first  pregnancy,  with  a 
malarial  fever  of  the  remittent  type  (or  form).  Having  "touched" 
her  gums  once  with  two  grains  of  calomel,  and,  owing  to  idiosyncrasy,, 
her  system  having  on  former  occasions,  rebelled  against  quinine  and 
opiates,  I  endeavored,  for  the  first  three  days,  to  avoid  the  use  of  the 
above  valuable  remedies.  But  on  the  fourth  day  the  patient  gradually 
growing  worse,  T  commenced  the  administration  of  quinine,  in  two  grain 
doses  every  two  hours,  and  continued  until  eighteen  grains  were  taken 
during  the  remission,  and  to  my  surprise  it  exhibited  none  of  its  former 
evil  effects,  but  slightly  ameliorated  the  following  exacerbation. 
Eighteen  grains  were  again  administered,  as  before,  with  no  evil  effects, 
and  apparently  little  good.     Twenty  grains  were  administered  during 
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the  following  paroxysm,  with  about  the  same  result.  About  the  middle 
of.  the  paroxysm  Ibllowing  this,  she  wasr  attacked  with  labor  pains, 
whidi  I  oould  not  relieve,  but  the  labor  progressed  mohe  regular,  easy, 
and  rapid  than  first  labors  usually  do,  and  in  sixteen  hours  she  was  safe- 
ly delivered  of  a  well  formed  child  which  lived  three  hours. 

Very  free  perspiration  had  accompanied  the  three  paroxysms  previous 
to  labor,  and  in  the  second  stage  of  the  labor,  which  occurred  during  a 
paroxysm,  accompanied  each  violent  uterine  contraction  as  naturally  as 
if  the  patient  had  been  in  good  health,  although  her  pulse  was  about 
120,  and  the  headadie  excruciating. 

Afber  the  labor  had  terminated,  she  took  a  little  nourishment  with 
quite  a  relish,  and  seemed  refreshed  and  much  better,  so  far  as  the  fever 
was  concerned,  than  upon  former  d$y8  at  the  same  hour.  The  death  of 
her  child  shocked  her,  but  the  effects  were  not  so  prostrating  as  1  feared 
in  one  naturally  so  excitable  and  nervous  as  she. 

At  her  usual  bedtime  she  was  very  restless,  and  as  quinine  had 
produced  no  evil  effects,  I  presumed  that  opium  might  also  be  ventured. 
1  accordingly  gave  her  grs.  ij.,  and  was  delighted  to  find  that,  contrary 
to  all  her  former  experience  with  the  drug,  she  had  rested  better  during 
the  night  than  at  any  time  during  her  illness.  On  the  following  day, 
August  1st,  no  Quinine  was  given,  hoping  that  the  shock  of  labor, 
together  with  the  quinine  already  given,  had  produced  a  revolution  in  the 
system  that  would  demand  no  further  active  treatment.  But  the 
paroxysm  came  on  as  usual,  with  about  the  same  violence  that  had 
characterized  it  for  the  last  four  days,  but  the  nervous  system  was  more 
prostrated.  I  then  called  in  consultation,  •  Dr.  E.  Thome,  of  Yellow 
Springs,  a  physician  of  long  and  extensive  experience,  who  saw  her  with 
me  once  and  twice  a  day  duri^ng  the  remainder  of  her  illness.  He  agreed 
with  me  in  diagnosis  and  advised  the  continuation  of  the  quinine^  with 
the  addition  of  gr.  ss.  calomel  every  two  hours  for  twenty-four  hours 
which  also,  strange  to  say,  did  not  salivate,  but  acted  beneficially 
About  this  time,  August  2d,  9  P.  M.,  the  patient  became,  for  the  first 
time,  slightly  delirious  for  a  few  hours,  then  slept  well  until  4  A.  M., 
when  a  second  paroxysm  supervened.  We  then  concluded  to  use  the 
following : 

Q     Quinism  sulph., gr.  ss. 

Ipecac gr.    ij, 

C^mphorce gr.   ij.     M. 

S. — For  one  dose  every  two  hours;  and  had  the  patients  body 
sponged  with  tepid  water  every  three  hours,  which  conduced  much,  to 
her  comfort* 
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But  at  12,  M.,  while  I  was  standing  by  her  side,  delirium  oame  on, 
the  veins  of  the  head,  neck,  and  upper  exremities  began  to  be  enor- 
mously distended,  and  seeing  that  convulsions  were  threatened  I  im- 
mediately bled  her  in  both  arms,  and  as  I  did  not  suooeed  in  drawing 
but  about  sixteen  ounces,  owing  to  the  spasms  and  contractions  of  the 
muscles  which  supervened,  I  continued  to  apply  the  lancet,  after  short  in- 
tervals, until  I  had  bled  her  five  times,  and  drawn  about  thirty-six 
ounces. 

Once  I  was  compelled  to  stop  the  flow  of  blood,  owing  to  syncope, 
but  that  had  only  the  effect  to  ameliorate  the  paroxysms,  not  to  arrest 
them.  The  convulsions  were  not  of  the  most  violent  kind ;  there  was 
but  little  frothing  at  the  mouth,  and  rapid  protrusion  of  the  tongue ; 
yet  they  did  not  intermit,  biit  only  abated  occasionally  to  again  increase 
in  violence,  for  about  four  hours. 

Dr.  T.  arrived  while  1  was  bleeding  her  the  last  time,  and  fearin|i^ 
afVer  prostration  we  stopped  the  bleeding.  Whenever  the  patient 
could  swallow.  Potass,  bromid.  in  20  gr.  doses,  was  given ;  in  all  about 
80  grs.  during  the  attack.  But  the  first  thing  that  seemed  to  give  de- 
cided and  permanent  relief  was  the  douche  applied  to  the  head.  Several 
gallons  of  the  coldest  water  from  the  well  was  poured  upon  different 
parts  of  the  head,  in  a  moderate  stream,  from  a  height  of  eighteen 
inches.  This  terminated  the  decided  twitching,  and  in  half  an  hour  the 
patient  was  in  full  possession  of  her  mental  faculties,  and  could  converse 
inteligently  and  with  ease,  and  continued  so  for  eighty  hours,  giving  us 
much  encouragement  to  think  that  she  could  completely  recover,  ex- 
cepting only  that  she  was  much  prostrated.  But  at  the  end  of  that  time 
she  was  suddenly  attacked  with  violent  subsultus  tendinum,  which  lasted 
half  an  hour,  after  which  she  relapsed  into  unconsciousness  and  was  *^  in 
articulo  mortis." 

Her  system  struggled  with  the  grim  monster  for  thirty  one  hours  and 
finally  yielded  at  1 1,  A.  M.,  Aug.  8th.  I  have  given  this  account  of  this 
case  to  your  readers,  because  it  was  new  and  strange  to  me  in  the  follow- 
ing particulars : 

Complete  absence  of  a  former  decided  idiosyncracy  with  respect  to 
three  prominent  remedies;  an  easy  natural  labor  occurring  in  the 
midst  of  such  a  violent  malarial  fever,  i^ecting  it  so  little  and  being  so 
little  affected;  the  almost  entire  absence  of  delirium;  the  complete  re- 
turn of  consciousness  and  almost  every  other  favorable  symptom,  after 
the  eclampsia,  and  yet  followed  by  deaths  I  would  note  also  the  failure 
of  prompt  and  free  venesection,  as  well  as  the  administration  of  the 
much  lauded  Bromide  of  Potassium. 
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And  would  remark  that  the  violent  headache  accompanying  men- 
struation, I  believe  to  be  a  manifestation  of  the  same  indescribable 
sympathy  existing  between  the  uterus  and  brain,  which  resulted  finally 
in  puerperal  convulsions  and  death. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 
February,  1870. 


■  ^  >  I 


IODOFORM    AND    IRON  AS  A  REMEDY   IN 
SCROFULA,  CHRONIC  ULCERATIONS,  ETC. 

BY    T.  JEFF.  BOYER,  M.  D.,    OF  CLEARFIELD,    PA. 


About  two  years  ago  my  attention  was  attracted  to  an  article  pub- 
lished in  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  relative  to  a 
remarkable  cure,  effected  by  Warner's  Iodoform  and  Iron  Pills. 
Since  then  I  have  used  them  in  my  practice,  prescribing  them  in  all  cases 
of  chronic  ulceration  with  excellent  results.  In  one  or  two  old  cases  in 
which  all  the  usual  remedies  of  the  materia  medica  had  been  used  with- 
out any  good  results  the  use  of  these  pills  produced  rapid  improvement, 
pain  disappearing,  granulations  becoming  abundant  and  healthy,  and 
sores  healing  up,  leaving  the  patients  in  excellent  health.  I  have  faith 
in  their  curing  almost  any  case  of  ulceration.  A  young  friend  of  mine 
here  was  operated  on  by  Dr.  Agnew,  of  Philadelphia,  for  necrosis  with 
great  success,  the  wounds  healing  rapidly  while  the  patient  followed  the 
advice  of  the  doctor,  but  becoming  careless,  and  afler  exposing  himself 
to  cold,  and  in  several  cases  accidentally  bruising  the  leg,  an  apparent 
new  inflammation  was  set  up.  The  bone  commenced  to  thicken,  and 
finally  presented  a  rough,  spongy  appearance.  During  this  time,  by 
the  advice  of  his  physician,  the  old  dressing  was  applied,  and  such  con- 
stitutional treatment  instituted  as  the  nature  of  the  case  suggested,  but 
no  improvement  manifested  itself,  the  sore  remaining  stationary  and 
painful,  and  after  nine  months  of  apparent  useless  efforts,  the  young 
man  came  to  me  almost  despairing.  I  hemmed  up  the  edges  of  the 
sores,  applied  a  weak  solution  of  carbolic  acid  to  them,  ordered  a  simple 
dressing  of  citrine  ointment  and  simple  cerate,  and  gave  the  patient  sixty- 
Iodoform  et  Ferri  pills,  ordering  him  to  take  one,  two  or  three,  al- 
ter^ating  doses,  as  he  pleased,  so  that  he  would  take  five  or  six  pills  a 
day.  The  improvement  was  rapid ;  he  gained  flesh  in  an  astonishing 
degree ;  absorption  in  the  bone  was  very  marked ;  the  sore  closed  up, 
and,  at  the  end  of  ten  days,  when  the  pills  were  taken,  the  «urikde, 

10 
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which  had  extended  two  inches  ten  days  before,  was  now  less  than  one 
inch.  I  ordered  him  one  hundred  of  these  pills,  to  continue  treatment 
as  before.  The  young  man  is  now  enjoying  vigorous  health ;  his  leg  is 
healed,  free  from  pain,  and  he  feels  grateful,  and  says  he  never  felt 
better. 

1  have  on  several  occasions  in  scrofulous  cases  with  hereditary  lung 
taints,  prescribed  this  remedy,  and  am  satisfied  that  it  has,  at  least  for 
the  time  being,  arrested  the  disease.  In  incipient  Phthisis,  I  believe 
these  pills  should  be  tried. 

I  might  give  you  a  more  definite  statement  of  the  effects  of  these  pills 
and  cite  several  cases  but  fear  this  article  is  already  more  than  you  wish 
to  read,  but  think  it  some  interest  to  know  my  experience  with  this 
truly  valuable  agent  I  offer  it  for  what  it  is  worth  and  trust  you  may 
have  the  same  success,  should  you  have  occasion  to  try  it. — Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter^  February,  1870. 


irtityji 


OF — 

Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica, 


Eczema. — Mr.  Milton  states  that  the  remedies  which  have  succeeded 
best  in  his  hands  in  eczematous  affections  are : 

1.  A  saline  aperient  containing  magnesia,  preceded  by  a  dose  of 
mercury,  two  or  three  times  a  week.  2.  An  astringent,  accompanied 
by  an  occasional  aperient  or  by  an  alterative.  When  appetite  is  bad 
use  a  mineral  acid,  such  as  the  nitric  or  nitro-muriatic,  in  tolerably 
large  doses,  in  some  bitter  tincture  or  infusion.  Drachm  doses  of 
tincture  of  calumba  and  ounce  doses  of  infusion  of  quassia  are  equal  to 
any  other  combination.  But  these  remedies  only  imfp*ove  the  appetite 
and  health ;  they  exercise  little  control  over  the  eczema.  3.  A  course 
of  steel.  When  the  discharge  is  profuse,  when  even  in  the  dry  form  it 
has  existed  for  years,  and  in  all  cases  when  improvement  has  come  to 
a  stand-still,  I  would  advise  a  course  of  steel,  a  remedy  which  has 
proved  of  more  use  against  eczema  under  these  several  circumstances 
than  any  other  I  have  tried.  Good  steel  wine,  in  doses  of  one  or  two 
drachms,  two  or  three  times  daily,  will  cure  most  cases  of  eczema 
during  the  first  year  or  two  of  life.      From  the  age  of  puj)erty  the 
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tincture  is  to  be  preferred,  but  it  must  be  properly  made,  and  given  in 
pretty  large  doses,  and  for  some  time.      It  is  of  no  use  prescribing 
fifteen  or  twenty  drops  for  two  or  three  weeks  ;  as  well  not  give  it  at 
all.    The  patient  if  an  adult,  should  begin  with  half-drachm  doses  at 
least,  and  increase  this  as  rapidly  as  ever  he  can  to  a  full  drachm,  be- 
yond which  it  is  rarely  requisite  to  go.     The  dose  should  be  measured 
out  in  a  minim  glass ;  for,  as  a  drachm  is  equivalent  to  quite  a  hundred 
and  thirty  drops,  the  surgeon  who  prescribes  a  certain  number  of  drops 
is  evidently  not  giving  the  quantity  he  wishes  to  give.   The  constipation 
which  generally  accompanies  its  use  may  be  easily  remedied  by  the 
occasional  use  of  a  mild  pill,  which  should,  however  always  contain  aloes. 
But  in  some  cases  improvement  seems  to  cease  without  any  manifest 
cause,  'while  the  patient  is  taking  the  steel  with  every  possible  precaution, 
and  aa  unmistakable  relapse  ensues.     In  this  case  abandon  the  steel  for 
a  week  or  two,  purge  the  bowels  well  and  then  resume  the  steel  in  in- 
creased doses,     4.  A  course  of  arsenic,  aided  occasionally  by  cod-liver 
oil  and  an  alterative  preparation  of  mercury.     When  the  skin  is  simply 
red  aad  tender,  with  a  quick  reproduction  of  unhealthy  cuticle  or  scales, 
it  is  often  of  .great  benefit.     Should,  however,  the  surgeon  only  see  the 
patient  first  of  all  at  this  stage,  and  ascertain  that  he  has  not  taken 
steel,  then  I  would  suggest  that  the  patient  should  either  go  through  a 
short  course  of  steel  or  that  this  medicine  should  be  combined  with  the 
arsenic ;  for,  though  the  statement  may  excite  skepticism,,!  feel' justified 
in  saying  that  many  patients  bear  arsenic  decidedly  better  after  a  course 
of  steel.     5.  CJod-liver  oil :  perhaps  it  would  hardly  be  going  too  far  to 
say  that  every  chronic  case  is  more  or  less  benefited   by  it,  if  taken 
long  enough  and  in  a  proper  way.    In  some  stubborn  cases  which  resist 
all  these  remedies  a  course  of  mercury  will  oflen  effect  a  cure.     The 
biniodide  and  bichloride  of  mercury  are  the  most  powerful  of  the  salts 
of  this  class.     I  have  given  young  boys  and  girls  a  sixth  of  a  grain 
daily  with  the  best  results. — American  Practitioner^  Marc)i,  1870. 


"  Is  Quinine  a  Partus  Accelerator  ?  "  Editors  Med.  and  Surg, 
Reporter : 

Under  \the  above  caption,  in  your  Jourijal  of  Feb.  5th,  I  have  read  a 
short  article  by  Dr.  Burt,  of  Kansas. 

My  observations  of  the  effects  of  quinine,  when  exhibited  to  pregnant 
women  for  chills,  have  been  similar  to  those  of  your  correspondent, 
and  for  many  years  past,  I  have  not  ventured  to  give  quinine  to  a 
pregnant  woman  for  malarious  disease,  without  giving  with  each  dose  a 
full  portion  of  opium. 
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I  would  answer  the  above  interrogatory  in  the  affirmative.  I  am 
convinoed  that  quinine,  when  given  freely  at  any  time  before  the  com- 
pletion of  term,  will  induce  uterine  contractions.  At  the  completion 
of  term,  it  will  hasten  natural  labor. 

With  this  conviction,  I  concluded  to  use  the  agent  when  there  existed 
inefficient  uterine  action  at  term,  and  did  so  for  the  first  time  on  the 
28th  of  August,  1853,  and  have  done  so  many  times  since,  most 
generally  with  satisfactory  results. 

I  append  a  few  cases  in  as  few  words  as  possible : 

.   Mrs.  D set  42,  7th  Preg.      An  interval  of  seven  years   has 

elapsed  since  last  confinement,  saw  her  about  8  A.  M.  I  found  os  uteri 
properly  dilated — liquor  amnii  escaped — ^labor  pains  sufficiently  fre- 
quent, but  inefficient.  About  3  P.  M.  pains  ceased  entirely.  I  then 
gave  her  ten  grains  of  quinine  at  once,  and  applied  warm  fomentations 
to  the  abdomen.  ■  In  thirty  minutes  after  the  exhi]bition  of  quinihe, 
uterine  contractions  returned  with  promptness  and  force — labor  was 
-quickly  terminated. 

Mrs.  S set  42,   12th   Preg.    Saw  her  at  8  A.  M.     She  had 

suffered  from  uterine  pains  at  long  and  regular  intervals  for  the  past 
twenty  four  hours,  os  dilatable.  1  P.  M.,  dilating  j  3  P.  M.,  liquor 
amnii  escaped ;  afler  that  e^ent  pains  were  inefficient  for  several  hours. 
I  gave  her  about  eight  grains  of  quinine,  and  in  about  thirty  minutes 
the  uterus  was  acting  vigorously — labor  was  soon  over. 

Mrs.  A  -set.  23;  second  pregnancy;  saw  her  at  4  A.M.;  she 
has  had  pain  four  hours ;  found  os  uteri  properly  dilated ;  sac  of  waters 
well  formed ;  at  9  A.  M.  no  progress ;  at  10  A.  M.  applied  dry  cups  to 
sacrum ;  12  M.  no  change ;  2  P.  M.  no  change ;  I  then  gave  her  ten 
grains  of  quinine  at  once.  In  thirty-five  minutes  after  taking  it,  she 
became  very  pale ;  skin  moist ;  pulse  slow,  fiill  and  soft ;  the  uterus 
began  to  act  vigorously,  and  in  twenty  f'ur  minutes  from  the  commence- 
ment of  its  activity  the  woman  was  safely  delivered. 

In  these  cases  the  mother  and  child  did  well. 

JOHN  LEWIS,   M.  D.     Grinnell,  Iowa. 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  April,  1870. 

CCTANKOUB     PURITUS     OF    THE     OuTKR     MeATUS   OF   THE     EaR. Dr. 

Grubsr  by  the  name  cutaneous  puritus  indicates  an  intolerable  itching 
of  the  external  meatus  auditorium,  which  occurs  in  -paroxysms,  often 
periodical,  but  usually  varying  i*i  duration  and  frequency.  It  is  entirely 
unconnected  with  the  itc^hing  alluded  to  by  Hebra  as  the  result  of  eczema 
of  the  same  locality.    The  cutaneous  pruritus  of  the  ear  is  attended  by 


\ 
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no  other  objective  or  subjective  primary  symptom  save  the  itching.  It. 
occurs  for  the  most  part  in  persons  of  middle  age,  especially  those 
laboring  under  some  disturbance  of  ^the  circulation.  As  palliatives  for 
the  itching,  Dr.  G.  advises  soothing  watery  or  oily  preparations  to  be 
dropped  into  the  ear.  For  radical  cure  he  employs  a  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver  (6  0  to  8.0  grs.  to  the  ounce  of  distilled-  water)  with  which  the 
parts  affected  are  to  be  frequently  pencilled  until  the  paroxysms  of 
itching  no  longer  recur.  There  are  no  doubt  cases  in  which  an  internal 
depurative  treatment  will  be  found  to  expedite  the  cure. —  Centralblatt 
/.  d,  Medicin,  Wissenscka/ten,  March  20,  1P69,  from  Allgem,  Wien. 
Med.  Zeitungy  1868,  52.  (We  have  met  with  many  of  the  cases  of 
pruritus  of  the  ear  described  by  Dr.  G.  They  have  never  given  us  any 
trouble  when  we  were  able  to  place  our  patients  under  favorable  hygienic 
circumstances.  As  local  applications  we  have  received  great  advantage 
from  strong  solutions  of  borax  or  of  sulphate  of  zinc ;  in  some  obstinate 
cases  we  have  derived  prompt  relief  from  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  in 
glycerine  applied  locally.) — Amer.  Journal  of  Med,  Seu — April,  1870. 


Treatment  of  Eczema. — Dr.  Erasmus  Wilson,  E.  R.  S.  {Journal 
of  Cutaneous  Medicine),  after  endeavoring  to  show,  in  the  treatment  of 
eczema,  that  the  patient  needs  repose,  quiet,  rest  and  proper  and  nu- 
tritious food  without  stint  or  limit,  asks :  '^  What  else  is  to  be  done  ?  Shall 
we  puTije  or  physic  the  patient?  God  forbid.  If  the  bowels  are  confined, 
help  them  with  a  little  magnesia  and  rhubarb,  or  manna,  or  castor-oil ; 
if  the  patient  is  emaciated,  and  exhibits  a  tendency  to  waste,  the 
prostration  may  be  checked  by  cod  liver  oil ;  but  the  one  and  almost 
indispensable  remedy  is  the  nerve-restorer,  arsenic.  Try  two  minitns 
of  the  liquor  arsenicalis  three  times  a  day  in  the  following  combination : 

5     Vini  ferri '.  §  iss. 

Syrupi  simplicis 3    iij. 

Liquoris  arsenicalis 3      1. 

Aqufle  anethi • §     ij. 

Misce.  One  drachm  will  give  two  minims  of  liquor  arsenicalis.  It 
may  be  administered  pure,  and  just  at  the  end  of  the  meal,  so  as  to  be 
mixed  with  the  meal  in  the  stomach.  The  physician  should  watch 
narrowly  the  arsenical  solution  to  see  that  it  occasions  no  nausea,  no 
gripes,  and  no  prostration  of  power.  These  are  its  primary  effects 
when  it  disagrees-  with  the  system,  and  there  are  sundry  subsequent 
effects,  such  as  a  puffy  swelling  of  the  eyelids,  the  cheeks,  or  limbs ; 
and  later  still,  congestion  of  the  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva.'' — American 
Eclectic  Medical  JReview^  April,  1870. 


« 
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Valuable  Combination. — A  correspondent,  Dr.  C.  W.  Davis,  of 
Iowa,  writes:  "Sulphate  of  zinc  and  chlorate  of  potass,  intimately 
groimd  together  in  equal  quantities  will  be  found  a-  most  excellent  and 
satisfactory  remedy.  The  various  forms  of  stomatitis,  sore  throat, 
ophthalmic,  and  many  cutaneous  diseases,  yield  at  once,  by  its  use.  I 
was  led  to  make  this  combination  to  economize  space  in  my  vial  case. 
Instead  of  carrying  both  the  zinc  and  potash,  I  carry  the  combination. 
Even  in  internal  administration  the  zinc  adds  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
chlorate. 

Ten  grains  to  the  oz.  of  water  as  a  collyrium.  1  drachm  to  4  oz.  of 
water  as  a  wash  in  stomatitis,  and  gargle  in  sore  throat,  to  be  used 
sti-onger  if  necessary  as  a  lotion.  The  zinc  and  potash  must  be  most 
intimately  ground  together  to  an  impalpable  powder  to  insure  its  pefect 
and  certain  efficacy.  From  the  efficiency  and  curative  power  of  this 
combination  there  is  evidently  a  physiological  affinity." — Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter,  April,  1870. 

Strychnia  an  Antidote  to  Chloral. — Liebreich  has  recently 
demonstrated  the  curious  fact  that  a  poisonous  dose  of  strychnia  counter- 
acts the  effects  of  chloral,  by  the  following  experiments  : 

A  subcutaneous  injection  of  two  grammes  of  chloral  in  a  rabbit 
(about  equivalent  to  100  grammes  for  a  man  of  ordinary  size)  produces 
speedy  collapse  and  death  in  about  half  an  hour ;  an  injection  of  .0015 
gramme  of  strychnia  in  a  second  rabbit,  causes  tetanus  and  death  in  about 
twelve  minutes ;  if  to  a  third  rabbit,  however,  the  same  dose  of  chloral 
be  administered  and  followed,  when  it  begins  to  act,  by  the  same  dose 
of  strychnia,  the  animal  soon  revives,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  gets  on 
its  legs,  and  feeds  as  usual. 

A  writer  in  the  Lancet  a,pi\y  says :  ''Specialties  are  excellent  things ; 
but  all  of  them  that  are  worth  any  thing  are  the  results  of  a  selection 
that  is  made  at  a  mature  age ;  as  the  consequence  of  special  tastes  or 
special  aptitude,  by  men  who  have  first  explored  the  wide  fields  of  com- 
prehensive medicine  and  surgery." — Amer,  JSclectic  Med.  Review,  April, 
1870. 


Variola,  Varioloid,  Varicella. — Dr.  Wolfe,  in  reference  to  the 
relationship  of  these  three  diseases,  maintains  that  they  are  simply 
results  of  the  action  upon  the  system  of  one  and  the  same  virus,  but 
of  HiflTerent  degrees  of  intensity.  This  opinion  is  based  upon  observa^ 
tions  made  during  a  variolous  epidemic  which,  prevailed  in  a  hotel  of 
cadets,  during  which  there  occurred  simultaneously,  in  common  with 
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cases  or  genuine,  unmodified  variola  from  contagion,  cases  also  of  un- 
questionable varicella  and  also  of  varioloid.  Dr.  W.  further  remarks 
that  he  has  oflen  observed  the  occurrence  upon  the  skin  of  a  true  ves- 
icular exanthem  to  be  preceded  by  the  same  scarlet  efflorescence  as  is 
usually  observed  to  be  a  precursor  of  admitted  variolous  disease. 
Further,  he  has  found  the  eruptive  fever  in  cases  of  varicella  of  ex- 
traordinary severity,  and  the  eruption  to  be  attended  with  severe 
anginose  suffering  as  in  unmodified  variola,  and  the  eruption  to  terminate 
not  by  a  small  hard  exfoliation,  but  with  a  genuine  scab,  leaving  on  its 
separation  a  permanent  cicatrix. — Centralblattf,  d,  Med.  Wissensckaften, 
— Deutsche  Klinik,  No.  7. — American  Joumat  of  Medical  Science, 
April,  1870. 

Antizimotic  Treatment  of  Syphilis. — Prof.  Morgan,  {DMin  Quar- 
terly JoumaJ,  Medical  Science,)  recommends  creosote  in  cases  of  syphilis 
where  mercury  is  contra-indicated,  and  says  the  earlier  the  stage  of 
eruption  or  other  manifestation  the  more  favorable  will  it  be  for  this 
mode  of  treatment.  In  some  instances  of  roseola  th^  effect  was  very 
rapid  and  decisive.     The  formula  Mr.  M.  found  convenient  was — 

]J     Creosote f  3  ss. 

Mucilage f  §   j. 

Laudanum f  3  ss. 

Peppermint-water f  §  vij. 

M.     '  Dose,  half  an  ounce  four  times  a  day. 

Use  at  the  same  time  a  warm  bath  every  second  night  containing  two 
or  three  drachms  of  carbolic  acid. 

Syphilis  in  Children. — So  long  as  the  affection  is  confined  to  the 
surface,  and  there  is  no  internal  deposit,  mercury,  gently  used,  acts 
almost  as  a  specific,  and  without  any  ill  effects  whatever.  Chlorate  of 
potash  has  succeeded  in  no  case,  creosote  in  some. — American  Practi- 
tioner, Mareh,  1870. 

•  HooPiNO  Cough, — Dr.  A.  Fbrraud  details  {Bull  Gen  de  Therap.,  Nov. 
2, 1870.)  three  cases  of  this  disease  in  children,  in  which  other  remedies 
had  proved  ineffectual,  and  which  were  successfully  treated  by  chloral. 
He  gave  the  remedy  in  doses  of  twenty-six  centigrammes  in  syrup. 
One  dose  before  dinner,  another  after  dinner,  and  a  third  at  bedtime. 
A  sound  and  refreshing  sleep  replaced  fits  of  coughing  and  vomiting, 
and  after  ten  days'  p'^rseverance  in  the  remedy  in  one  case,  fifteen  in  a 
second,  and  twenty  in  the  third,  convalescence  was  established. 

Mr.  A.  N,  Adams  {^Lancet,  Feb.  5,  1870)  likewise  gave  it  in  a  severe 
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$ 
case  of  hooping-cough,  in  a  child  six  years  old,  in  doses  of  five  grains 

three  times  a  day,  or  six  grains  at  bedtime,  and  found  it  to  be  a  most 

valuable  remedy. — American  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  April,  ]  870. 


Chorba. — Prof.  Hammond  prescribed  to  a  young  lady  with  this  af- 
fection iifceen  grains  hydrate  of  chloral  three  times  a  day.  Was  more 
quiet  after  third  dose ;  in  six  days  was  entirely  relieved.  A  boy  with 
chorea  got  ten  grains  three  times  daily.  No  effect.  Increased  dose  to 
iifleen  grains.  Continued 'these  five  days  without  other  effect  than  exr 
citing  drowsiness ;  theji  gave  thirty  grains  four  times  a  day,  which  made 
the  patient  sleep  all  night  and  a  good  deal  through  the  day,  but  did  not 
influence  the  muscular  agitation.  Eemedy  abandoned.  Prof.  H.  has 
used  it  with  decided  benefit  in  a  case  of  muscular  tremor,  stimulating 
paralysis  agitans,  and  in  two  cases  of  neuralgia.  He  concludes  with 
the  remark  that  he  is  satisfied  that  hydrate  of  chloral  is  a  remedy  of 
real  value  in  a  number  of  diseaseis  of  the  nervous  system. — American 
Practitioner,  March,  1870. 

Treatment  of  Carbuncle. — Dr.  J.  G.  Glover  advises  to  dilute  the 
turpentine  ointment  of  the  pharmacopoeia  one  half  with  lard  or  sperma- 
ceti ointment.  Apply  this  instead  of  linseed  poultices  on  lint  over  the 
carbuncle,  and  cover  it  with  cotton.  Change  dressing  twice  or  thrice  a 
day,  according  to  amount  of  discharge,  etc.  Give  quinine,  two  grains 
or  so,  and  muriate  tincture  of  iron,  ten  or  fifleen  minims,  three  timea 
a  day ;  and  secure  sleep  and  ease  by  opium.  I  have  found  one  grain  at 
night  sufficient.  Neither  stuff  patient  with  food  nor  heat  him  with 
stimulants.  Order  good  and  nourishing  but  entirely  simple  diet. 
Allow  beef  tea  or  milk  ad  libitum,  and  give  a  glass  or  two  of  wine  in 
the  day.  Have  found  this  treatment  superior  to  any  other. — American 
Practitioner,  March  1870. 

Fluid  Extract  Gelseminum  in  Headache. — Dr.  T.  M.  Woodson, 
of  Tennessee,  a  practitioner  of  very  large  experience,  writes :  "  I  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  article  on  bromide  of  potassium  in  headache, 
in  the  February  number  of  the  American  Practitioner,  I  well 
remember  how  the  author  used  to  suffer.  I  too  have  myself  been 
almost  as  great  a  sufferer  as  he  was.  For  a  year  past,  however,  I  have 
derived  great  relief  from  the  bromide  of  potassium,  more  indeed  than 
from  any  single  remedy ;  but  I  have  usually  taken  it  along  with  the 
fluid  extract  of  gelseminum.  These  remedies  in  combination  have 
seemed  to  me  of  especial  efficacy  in  the  neuralgic  headaches  of  females, 
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particularly  where  opium  was  not  borne  well." — American  Practitioner, 
March,  1870. 


ScABTBs. — E,  Wilson  says  the  itch  may  be  cured  with  a  word,  and 
that  word  is  sulphur.  Rub  a  little  sulphur  ointment,  made  fragrant  by 
the  addition  of  oil  of  chamomile,  thoroughly  into  the  hands  night  and 
morning,  and  wash  the  rest  of  the  body  with  sulphur  soap,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  few  days  the  cure  is  complete,  and  with  a  sound  skin.  Where 
the  use  of  the  sulphur  ointment  in  the  morning  would  be  inconvenient 
use  dry  sulphur  instead.  And,  besides  the  cure,  the  patient  is  save^  the 
danger  of  communicating  infection  from  the  first  moment  of  applying 
the  remedy.  {Journal  of  Cutaneous  Medicine,  etc.,  January  7'th.) — 
American  Practitioner,  March,  1870. 


SULPHURET     OF     PoTASH     IN     HoOPING  CoUGH. — Dr.     McLsAN,     of 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  has  used  this  drug  with  great  success  in  this  disease, 
in  doses  of  a  grain  for  each  year  up  to  four  years  of  age,  and  after  that 
half  a  grain  additional  for  each  year ;  the  smaller  doses  being  given  in 
a  teaspoonful  of  fluid,  and  the  larger  more  diluted.  Its  beneficial  effects 
are  not  perceivable  for  five  days,  when  the  interval  between  the  coughs 
becomes  longer,  and  after  that  their  violence  diminishes  from  day  to  day, 
until  at  the  end  of  ten  or  fourteen  days  it  is  seldom  necessary  to  pursue 
the  treatment  further. — iV.  Y,  Medical  JournaL — American  Eclectic 
Medical  Review,  April,  1870. 

CoLCHicuM  IN  Rheumatism. — ^The  following  comes  from  an  eminent 
practitioner  in  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.:  "  I  read  Dr.  Moorman's  article,  in 
the  February  number  of  the  American  Practitioner,  on  rheumatism 
with  interest.  If  he  will  add  to  his  alkaline  treatment  that  old  remedy, 
colchicum,  three  times  a  day,  in  strictly  therapeutic  doses,  and  never 
allow  either  cotton  or  linen  cloths  to  come  in  contact  with  the  patient, 
and  guard  the  surface  against  cool  air  in  raising  the  bed-clothes,  etc.,  he 
will,  in  my  opinion,  have  attained  to  the  perfection  of  treatment,  and 
rarely,  if  ever,  have  heart  complications." — American  Practitioner, 
March,  1870. 


Doses  of  Medicines. — ^The  following  rule  for  obtaining  the  pro- 
portionate doses  of  medicines  for  all  ages  under  adult  life  was  recently 
prepared  by  a  physician  of  this  city  :  Divide  the  number  of  the  follow- 
ing birthdays  by  twenty-four.  For  one  year,  S4=*=is ;  for  two  years, 
i=8 ;  for  three  years,  i=aj ;  for  five  years,  ^=4-    The  above  rule  is 
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simple,  and  more  comprehensive  than  the  one  proposed  by  Dr.  Young, 
which  has  been  so  long  in  use,  and  more  closely  approximates  to  the 
series  of  fractions  given  by  Gaubius. — American  Practitioner^  March, 
1870. 


Powdered  Camphok  a  Dressing  for  Chancres. — M.  CnAUFOvihLOix 
{Eecueil  de  Med,  et  Chir.  Militaires)  recommends  a  dressing  of  powder- 
ed camphor  in  primitive  chancres,  whether  soft  ,or  indurated.  In 
ordinary  cases,  cicatrization  occurs  in  ten  or  twelve  days.  This  ap- 
plication is  best  adapted  to  chancres  of  the  fossa  and  pf  the  upper  part 
of  the  glans,  and  internal  face  of  the  prepuce. — American  Eclectic 
Medical  Review^  April  1870. 


Ergot  to  Arrest  Excessive  Perspiration. — Dr.  Christman,  it  is 
stated,  in  in  the  Wurtemb,  Med,  Corresp,  Blatt^  1869,  No.  20,  has  seen 
in  many  cases  of  excessive  perspiration,  a  diminution  of  the  cutaneous 
discharge  ensue  promptly  upon  the  exhibition  of  ergot  (8  to  10  grammes 
four  times  a  day) — Oentralblatt  f,  d.  Med.  Wissenscha/ten, — American 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  April,  1870. 

Gonorrhoea  Treated  with  Carbolic  Acid. — Dr.  Cassitt  has 
treated  four  cases  with  carbolic  acid  of  the  strength  of  forty  grains 
to  the  ounce  of  water,  used  as  an  injection,  and  in  each  case  the  discharge 
was  arrested  within  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  and  did  not  return. — 
Philadelphia  University  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Feb.  1870. 

Hasheesh  in  Tmisik, — In  the  Leavenworth  Medical  Herald,  No.  VII, 
is  detailed  a  case  in  which  a  full  dose  of  this  drug,  with  a  cathartic,  was 
followed  by  expulsion  of  an  entire  tape-worm. — Half  Yearly  Com- 
pendium of  Medical  Science,  January,  1870. 

Oxalate  op  Cerium. — In  the  Med,  Press  and  Circular  of  August  4, 
S.  A.  Lucas  bears  testimony  to  the  usefulness  of  oxalate  of  cerium  in 
the  vomiting  of  pregnancy ;  also  in  dyspeptic  vomiting. — Half  Yearly 
Compendium  of  Medical  Science,  January,  1870. 

Poke  Root  Versus  Cancer. — In  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter 
for  August  28th,  Dr.  O.  Crook  announces  that  the  root  of  the  Phyto- 
lacca decandra  is  an  extremely  valuable  remedy  in  the  last  stage  of 
cancer. — Half  Yearly  Compendium  of  Medical  Science,  January,  1870. 

Turpentine  in  Ringworm. — Von  Erlach  and  Luceb  recommend 
spirits  of  turpentine,  brushed  over  the  surface,  as  a  remedy  in  common 
ringworm.-— -^TTiertcaTi  Practitioner,  March,  1870. 
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ADULTEEATED  FLUID  EXTEACTS. 


The  following  communication  from  a  prominent  physician  in  the  in- 
terior of  a  Western  State,  we  insert,  because  it  explains  in  part  a  sub> 
ject  we  have  thought  our  duty  to  the  profession,  as  well  as  ourselves,  to 
allude  to.  We  have  for  a  long  time  been  satisfied  that  our  articles 
were  tampered  with,  and  have  been  considering  some  method  by  which 
it  could  be  prevented,  or  which  would  enable  the  consumer  to  detect 
adulterations. 

''  I  wish  you  would  inform  me  from  whom  in  Chicago  or  St.  Louis  I 
can  purchase  your  preparations,  and  always  get  them  as  they  are  put 
up  by  you,  for  I  have  been  much  tried  by  the  substitution  of  other  kinds, 
for  yours,  of  a  poor  and  cheap  quality.  I  had  for  a  long  time  suspected 
the  fraud,  and  finally  succeeded  in  satisfying  myself,  that  not  only  cheap 
and  poor  extractswere  substituted  even  when  my  orders  were  for  yours, 
but  cheap  extracts  were  actttally,  poured  into  your  bottles  and  sold  as 
yours.  I  do  not  believe  you  know  the  extent  to  which  this  is  done, 
and  it  is  time  you  were  informed  and  took  Pleasures  to  stop  it  if  possible. 
I  do  not  believe  many  of  the  profession  understand  it,  and  observe 
critically  what  is  oflen  done  to  them.  I  should  not,  if  I  had  not  had  oc- 
casion to  obtain  some  Fluid  Hyoscyamus,  and  having  a  little  left  from 
your  bottle,  observed  the  difference  in  color,  when  a  critical  examination 
revealed  the  fact,  that  it  was  not  one-half  the  strength  of  yours,  and  the 
make  of  a  Philadelphia  House  had  been  substituted. 

"I  was  accustomed  when  attending  lectures,  to  examine  with  the  Prof, 
of  Chemistry  the  various  fluid  extracts,  «nd  always  found  yours  to  be 
of  standard  strength,  and  the  tests  then  taught  me,  have  been  of  great 
service  to  me  in  detecting  substitutions  and  adulterations.  1  have  found 
some  fluid  extracts  no  stronger  than  tinctures,  the  average  not  over  half 
the  pretended  strength. 

"  This  is  a  subject  the  Medical  Profession  of  the  Country  must  now 
investigate  and  understand,  they  gave  up  the  use  of  powders  because 
they  were  so  badly  adulterated  and  inert,  and  no  sooner  have  they 
adopted  these  articles  than  they  find  the  same  system  of  adulteration 
inaugurated. 

"1  hope  you  will,  under  all  circumstances,  maintain, the  high  standard 
your  articles  now  have,  for  the  profession  must  rely  upon  you  as  the 
pioneer  in  this  branch  of  Pharmacy  to  furnish  them  with  articles  they 
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can  positively  rely  upon.  They  may  be  deceived  by  the  apothecaries, 
who  think  they  can  make  more  money  on  a  cheaper  article,  but  it  will 
be  only  for  a  short  time,  for  no  medical  man  can  succeed  in  the 
profession  who  does  not  exercise  the  greatest  care  in  this  respect,  and 
use  only  such  articles  as  he  can  implicitly  rely  upon.  It  is  for  him  to 
say  what  he  wants,  and  to  dictate  to  the  apothecary,  and  not  for  the 
apothecary  to  persuade  or  dictate  to  him  ;  the  subject  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Physician  and  should  be  stopped  before  a  general  distrust  in  this 
class  of  remedies  results. 

"  I  have  said  more  than  I  intended,  but  the  subject  is  one  of  interest 
and  much  more  could  be  said  profitably." 

We  had  occasion  in  referiung  to  this  subject  over  a  year  since  to 
then  publish  the  following  letter  "  for  the  practical  sense  it  contains  in 
the  clear  explanation  by  a  disinterested  party  of  the  real  value  of  low 
priced  and  cheap  medicines :" 

'^  I  h&ve  had  my  attention  called  to  the  difference  in  the  prices  of 
fluid  extracts  of  different  manufacturers,  and  have  been  urged  to  purchase 
those  that  are  offered  at  cheaper  rates^  because  they  were  cheaper  and 
more  economical.  Some  of  the  manu&cturers  assured  me  their  articles 
were  made  by  new  processes,  which  made  very  great  improvements  in 
the  quality,  &c. 

^'I  was  induced  by  their  repeated  solicitations  to  investigate  the 
subject  and  make  a  trial,  and  so  conclusive  are  the  results  to  me  that  I 
have  decided  to  communicate  them  to  you,  and  you  can  publish  them  or 
not,  as  you  please. 

^^  I  tried  the  article  of  aconite,  offered  to  me  at  $1.25  and  found  it 
was  simply  a  tincture,  and  learned  that  the  druggist  got  twenty*five  per 
cent,  from  this  price,  and  from  information  derived  in  Cincinnati  of  the 
cost  of  conducting  a  business,  and  the  usual  nett  results,  which  my  inform- 
ant says  are  very  much  over-estimated  when  all  the  contingencies  of  a 
business  are  considered,  (I  was  surprised  at  the  extent  of  them),  such 
as  labor,  fuel,  freight,  cartage,  insurance,  commissions,  discounts, 
advertising,  interest,  office  and  incidental  expenses,  all  of  which  ag- 
gregated, make  up  a  large  per  centage  of  the  cost,  I  arrived  at  about 
the  following  results,  allowing  sixteen  troy  ounces  of  crude  material 
for  each  pint,  expenses  of  bottles,  corks,  labels,  labor,  &c.,  enumerated 
above,  alcohol  sufficient  to  properly  exhaust  and  keep  the  article,  and 
allowing  for  discount  to  the  wholesale  dealer  from  the  catalogue  price, 
that,  if  properly  made,  it  would,  cost  the  manufacturer  from  10  to  15 
cents  more  than  he  got  for  it,  showing  an  actual  loss  to  the  manufacturer* 

"  I  have  examined  other  articles  which  exhibited  a  greater  loss,  while 
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others  gave  a  small  profit,  but  not  enough  to  balance  the  loss,  and  as 
very  few  men  in  these  modem  times  conduct  business  for  nothing,  I  am 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  some  important  circumstances  must  yield 
to  the  dollars  and  cents,  either  in  quantity  of  the  crude  material  at  the 
expense  of  t^eir  medicinal  efficacy,  ar  great  economy  in  alcohol,  which 
if  absent,  makes  them  inert  and  liable  to  decomposition. 

''  I  have  been  drawn  to  this  subject  from  the  best  of  motives  to  the 
profession. 

''  I  have  always  regarded  your  articles  as  of  standard  guality,  and  now 
fully  understand  the  difference  between  your  articles  and  of  those  who 
seek  to  introduce  their  articles  upon  the  reputation  you  have  earned, 
and  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  you  to  sustain  the  standard  of  all 
your  preparations.  The  Profession  appreciate  what  you  have  done  for 
it,  and  are  doing,  and  I  am  sure,  that  though  some  may  try  experiments, 
as  I  have  done,  with  others'  tinctures,  they  will  return  to  your  pre- 
parations." 

We  shall  soon  publish  an  analysis  of  the  narcotic  and  other  plants, 
showing  the  average  amount  of  active  principle  contained  in  a  pound 
of  crude  material,  that  an  estimate  may  be  formed  of  what  a  pound 
of  Fluid  Extract  of  the  same  representing  one  pound  of  crude  mate- 
rial should  contain. 


HOUSE  OF  EEST  FOR  CONSUMPTIYES. 


Tbis  Housb,  as  its  name  implies,  has  been  established  for  the  purpose 
of  afibrding  the  benefits  and  comforts  of  medical  aid  and  kind  nursing 
to  those  who  are  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Complaints,  and  cannot 
obtain  the  relief  they  so  much  need  for  themselves.  It  is  designed  to 
give  the  inmates  of  this  charity  the  advantages  of  a  Home,  where  the 
disease  may  be  made  a  specialty,  and  treated  as  having  a  hope  of 
iMPROVSMBNT,  if  not  of  COMPLSTS  RESTORATION,  and  also  to  provide 
them  with  the  ministration  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  forms  and 
doctrines  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

The  Trustees  have  depided,  for  the  present,  to  locate  at  Tremont, 
Westchester  County,  where  they  hare  leased  a  house  admirably  suited 
for  the  purpose,  directly  on  the  line  of  the  Harlem  Railroad,  and  they 
would  cordially  invite  all  who  may  be  interested  in  this  InstitutTon  to 
examine  for  themselves  the  blessings  therein  provided  for  the  relief  of 
sufiering  humanity. 
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As  soon  as  possible,  land  wi]l  be  secured  in  White  Plains,  where 
permanent  and  suitable  buildings  will  be  erected. 

This  House  is  not  intended  to  be,  what  too  manj  of  our  charitable 
institutions  are,  a  Charity  Boarding  House,  but  rather  a  place  of  rest 
and  quiet  where  Poor  Consumptives  may  enjoy  sudi  blessings  as  only 
an  Institution  of  this  kind  can  afford. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  elected  officers  of  this  institution  : 

Rt.    Rev.    HORATIO    POTTER,  D.  D.,    L.  L.  D.,    D.  C.  L., 

Ptesident,  exofficio, 

TRUSTEES. 

President,  Henry  J.  Cammanv,  8  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.,  or  Fordham. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Rev.  A.  B.  Carter,  D.  D.,  14*2 East  16th  St,  N.  Y.;  W.  C.  Wet-, 
MORE,  9  Pine  St,  N.  Y.,  or  Eordham ;  Ed.  Haioht,  Pres.  B'k  of 
Commonwealth,  N.  Y.,  or  Westchester. 

SECRETARY. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Tiffany,  Fordham. 

TREASURER. 

R.  G.  RoLSTON,  Pres't  Farmers'  Loan  and  Trust  Co.,  26  Exchange 
Place,  N.  Y. 

PASTOR. 

Rev.  T.  S.  RuMNEY,  D.  D.,  White  Plains. 

Rev.  T.  Gallaudet,  D.  D.,  9  West  18th  St.,  N.  Y.;  Rev.  T.  M. 
Peters,  D.  D.  Broadway  and  100th  St.,  N.  Y.;  Messrs.  W.  B. 
Ogden,  Fordham;  Messrs.  S.  A.  Martine,  71  Warren  St,  or  White 
Plains ;  Messrs.  Wm.  Alex.  Smith,  40  Wall  St.,  N.  Y.;  Messrs.  A.  M» 
Stanton,  Fordham ;  Messrs.  H.  N.  Camp,  149  Pearl  St.,  or  Fordham ; 
Messrs.  I.  C.  Buckhout,  Harlem  R.  R.,  N.  Y.,  or  White  Plains  ;^ 
Messrs.  J.  H.  Wheatly,  101  Wall  St,  or  128  Remsen  Sj;.,  Brooklyn. 

ATTENDING  PHYSICIANS. 

Dr.  Spraque  :  Dr.  Schmid. 

CONSULTING   PHYSICIAN. 

* 

Dr.  Leaming,  310  W.  23rd  Street,  N.  Y. 

LADY   IN   CHARGE. 

Miss.  E.  A.  Bogle. 
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A  CASE  OP  LABOR  AT  FULL  TERM. 


BT   H.  M.  HEARN,  M.  D.,  8TATESYILLE,  TENN. 


Mrs.  Bi ,  in  her  seventh  pregnancy,  has  four  living  children, 

miscarried  twice. 

Clinical  History. — Found  her  resting  quietly,  no  pain  whatever, 
liquor  amnii  having  escaped  two  or  three  hours  before  my  arrival  with- 
out any  unpleasant  feelings.  I  at  once  examined  per  vaginam,  found 
the  external  parts  and  vagina  moist  and  well  relaxed,  the  os  uteri 
dilated  to  the  size  of  a  silver  dollar,  soft,  and  somewhat  cool  to  the 
touch,  could  feel  the  child  in  utero,  high  up. 

The  case  remained  in  this  state  for  four  days,  patient  eating  heartily, 
discharging  natural  quantities  of  urine  and  fecal  matter,  and  often  re- 
marking, '^I  feel  as  well  as  1  ever  did."  On  the  fourth  day,  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  she  was  attacked  by  natural  pains,  and  in  two 
hours  was  delivered  of  a  fine  healthy  female  child.  Had  a 'safe  and 
speedy  recovery,  my  treatment  was  generous  diet,  with  stimulants  and 
rest  in  the  horizontal  position. 


IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM  AND  IODINE  IN  INTER- 

MITTENT  FEVER. 


WiKDFALL,  Ind.,  Feb.  12th,  1870. 
Messrs.  Editors  : 

Having  noticed  an  article  in  your  very  valuable  Journal  on  the  use 
of  Iodide  of  Potash  and  Iodine  in  the  treatment  of  Intermitting  Fever, 
I  wish  to  add  my  corroborative  testimony  to  the  superior  efficacy  of 
these  agents  over  Quinine  in  arresting  this  disease.  I  am  in  the  habit 
of  using  Iodide  Potass,  and  Iodine,  both  together,  in  the  form  of  comp. 
solution,  U.  S.  P.,  to  the  exclusion  of  Quinine,  and  have  had  uniformly 
good  success. 

It  is  also  my  main  reliance  in  the  treatment  of  scrofula,  syhpilis,  en- 
largement of  the  spleen,  bronchitis,  bronchocele,  and  every  disease  de- 
pending on  general  or  local  debility.  It  is  very  good  as  an  injection  for 
fistulous  ulcers,  better  than  Tinct.  Iodine.  I  do  not  wish  to  mislead 
any  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal,  especially  those  of  the  regular 
profession,  but  as  a  good  old  remedy  it  has  been  sadly  neglected.  It 
came  into  favor  with  me  about  five  years  since,  under  the  following 
circumstances.      Mr.   Powell   applied   to  me  to  treat    his    adopted. 
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daughter  about  seventeen  years  of  age.  She  was  troubled  with 
scrofula,  and  had  been  under  treatment  by  an  eminent  physician  for  ten 
years,  during  which  time  she  had  not  been  able  to  w^lk.  I  prescribed : 
]$     Iodide  Potassium ^    jss. 

Iodine  Besublimed 3     vj. 

Aqua  Distilled ^  xvj. 

Misoe.    Six  drops  to  be  taken  in  one  ounce  of  sweetened  water  four 
times  per  day.     In  two  weeks  she  walked  two  miles. 

This  is  only  one  of  many  cases  in  which  I  have  used  these  agents 
with  satisfactory  results. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  AUSTIN. 


OXALIC  ACID   FOR  THE  STINa  OF  A   BEE. 


J.  Weaver,  of  Kingstown,  Ind.,  fromv  personal  observation,  recom- 
mends a  topical  application  of  a  strong  solution  of  oxalic  acid  to  re- 
lieve the  pain  and  discuss  the  inflammation  produced  by  the  sting  of  a 
bee.  He  mentions  several  cases  where  this  topic  has  given  almost  in- 
stant relief. 


SPIRITS  OF  AMMONIA  IN  OBSTINATE   CHILLS. 


A  physician  from  Tipson  Co.,  Ind.,  writes  us,  that  in  this  practice, 
spirits  of  Ammonia  in  ten  (10)  drop  doses,  in  four  ounces  (  §  iv)  of 
water,  given  three  or  four  times  daily,  breaks  the  most  obstinate  chills. 


•♦• 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  Names^  Town^ 
County  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  becawse 
these  are  omitted. 
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SAHBUCUS  CANADENSIS. 

{Elder.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


This  plant  belongs  to  the  natural  order  Caprifoliaceas,  of  Lindley. 

In  the  Linnean  artificial  classification,  or  sexual  system,  it  will 
be  found  in  class  Pentandria,  and  order  Trigynia. 

Habitat. — This  plant  is  a  native  of  North  America 

Pajits  Us:ed. — The  flowers,  berries  and  the  liber,  or  inner  bark. 

Properties. — Diaphoretic.  Stimulant,  diuretic,  and  alterative; 
also  decidedly  aperient 

Description. — Generic  Character. — Calyx  5-parted,  or  5- 
cleft,  small:  corol  sub-urceolate,  or  sub-rotate,  5  cleft;  stigma 
minute,  sessile ;  berry  globose,  1-celled,  8-seeded. 

Specific  Character. — Flowers  white,  in  bloom  during  June 
and  July,  woody,  perennial.  Branchlets  and  petioles  glabrous; 
leafets  about  in  4  pairs,  oblong-oval,  glabrous,  shining,  acuminate ; 
cynic  lax,'"divided  into  about  5  parts. 

11 


162  TJu  Journal  of  Maieria  Medico, 

History. — Sambucus,  Grr.  sambuke,  an  instrument  of  music, 
supposed  to  have  been  made  of  the  hollow  stem  of  this  plant  In 
giving  the  history  of  this  plant,  Dr.  Stilld  observes : — "  The  ancients 
made  use  chiefly  of  the  root,  leaves,  and  bark  of  the  elder,  as 
purgatives  and  diuretics,  and  of  the  flowers  as  emolient  and 
anodyne  applications." 

Sir  John  Floyer  says : — "  The  bark  and  seeds  are  great  water 
purgers  in  the  dropsy  and  gout  The  juice  of  the  root  makes  a  good 
purging  syrup ;  the  leaves  are  used  in  diet-drink  for  the  dropsy  ; 
and  outwardly  in  fomentation  and  ointments  for  tumors,  scalds, 
bums,  gout,  and  ulcers."  There  are  two  species  of  sambucus 
natives  of  the  United  States.  Several  other  species  are  described 
by  Botanists.  S. — Ebulus,  this  was  formerly  called  Wallwort, 
and  Danewort,  from  a  notion  of  its  having  sprung  from  the  blood 
of  the  Danes. 

A  London  author  say^  no  cattle  will  eat  the  leaves ;  the  mole 
will  not  even  come  where  the  leaves,  or  those  of  the  common  elder, 
are  laid ;  mice  also  iorsake  the  granaries  where  these  leaves  are 
introduced,  and  they  are  in  consequence  used  to  remove  those 
mischievous  little  animals ;  and  are  strewn  by  the  Silesians  in  their 
hog-sties,  under  the  persuasion  that  they  prevent  some  of  the 
diseases  to  which  swine  are  liable."  This  species  is  represented  as  a 
powerful  cathartic. 

S. — Nigra,  the  common  elder  of  Europe,  has  a  place  in  the  London 
Pharmacopoeia.  Boerhaave  and  Sydenham  used  this  plant  for  its 
cathartic  properties.  A  London  writer  remarks : — "  This  tree  (the 
sambucus  nigra)  is,  as  it  were,  a  whole  magazine  of  physic  to  rustic 
practitioners,  nor  is  it  quite  neglected  by  more  regular  ones."  S. 
— Japonica  is  a  shrubby  plant,  native  of  Japan. 

S. — Eacemosa;  this  is  a  native  of  mountains  in  the  south  of 
Europe,  grows  to  the  height  ot  ten  or  twelve  feet 

Therapeutical  Employment. 

Erysipelas. — A  cold  infusion  of  the  flowers  is  diuretic,  alterative, 
and  moderately  cathartic,  and  has  been  found  eminently  useful, 
when  taken  in  large  quantities,  in  the  treatment  of  erysipelas. 
The  inflammation  subsides  as  the  full  cathartic  eflfect  of  the 
medicine  is  obtained.      Carbolic  acid  and  glycerine,  or  white  lead 


Bates — On  Sambucus  Canadensis,  163 

and  linseed  oil,  may  be  employed  as  topical  applications,  to  ad- 
vantage. 

Patients  afflicted  with  eiysipelas  in  a  chronic  form,  will  derive 
more  benefit  from  this  agent,  taken  very  freely,  than  form  any 
other  single  remedy  employed  Other  remedies  such  as  iron, 
quinine,  populin  or  stimulants,  can  be  alternated  with  the  sambucus 
whenever  the  symptoms  indicate  their  necessity.  Small  doses  of 
soda  sulphis  every  four  hours,  will,  in  some  cases,  be  found  useful 
administered  in  conjunction  with  this  agent 

Albuminuria. — This  is  a  disease  that  frequently  occurs,  and 
one  often  overlooked,  and  one  that  often  baffles  the  united  skill  of 
the  profession.  Any  remedy,  believed  reliable  in  the  treatment  of 
this  hazardous  affection,  should  be  extensively  circulated ;  I  there- 
fore copy  from  Dr.  Eobert  McNutt's  able  paper,  published  in  the 
American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  J^Ji  1869,  p.  47th. 

Case  L — In  1866  the  most  prominent  physicians  in  Saline  and 
the  adjoining  counties,  were  consulted  by  Mrs.  S.,  aged  about 
seventy-five,  who  was  suffering  from  general  dropsy,  the  result  of 
chronic  Bright's  diseasa  ,  Their  treatment  continued  for  many 
months,  but  afforded  no  relief;  she  had  hydrothorax  and  oedema 
of  the  lungs,  and  was  considered  to  be  incurable.  Some  of  the 
neighbors  visiting  this  old  lady,  told  her  of  cui'es  of  dropsy 
effected  by  the  use  of  tiie  inner  bark  of  the  common  elder  steeped 
in  hard  cider.  Accordingly  a  quantity  of  the  elder  was  obtained, 
the  bark  scraped  off  and  put  into  a  large  bottle,  and  hard  cider 
poured  over  it.  This  preparation  was  used  in  ounce  doses  three  or 
four  times  daily.  In  a  few  days  improvement  was  quite  marked, 
and  she  convalesced  rapidly.  She  has  never  been  sick  since  that 
date  up  to  the  present  time,  March  16,  1869. 

Case  II. — May  1, 1867.  Was  called  to  see  Lillie  S.,  aged  seven 
years,  who  had  always  enjoyed  good  health,  and  was  fi:ee  fi-om  any 
hereditary  taint  of  gout  or  scrofula.  She  had  never  had  scarlet 
fever.  Her  mother  stated  that  for  weeks  past  she  had  noticed 
Lniie's  limbs  to  have  been  swollen.  Her  face  was  quite  puffjr,  and 
pitted  on  pressure.  She  complained  of  a  rheumatic  feeling  in  her 
limbs ;  was  quite  pale ;  appetite  not  bad  ;  bowels  constipated ; 
urine  scanty  and  high-colored. 

Prescribed  a  saline  cathartic,  and  the  use  of  cream  of  tartar  and 
jumper-berry  tea. 
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5th.  Worse ;  prescribed  pulv.  digitalis  gr.  J.;  pulv.  scillae  gr. 
jss,  with  potass,  bitart  every  four  hours.  The  urine,  on  testing 
with  heat  and  with  nitric  acid,  showed  the  presence  of  a  large 
amount  of  albumen.  Not  having  a  microscope,  could  not  ascertain 
whether  there  were  any  epithelial  cells,  or  casts  of  the  tubuli 
uriniferi.  The  urine  was  smoky  colored,  and  showed  traces  of 
blood,  and  on  standing  a  few  hours,  a  large  amount  of  sediment 
was  deposited. 

8th.  Much  worse;  albumen  in  the  urine  increasing;  abdomai 
very  large.  Ordered  the  entire  body  and  limbs  to  be  tightly 
bandaged  with  flannel ;  gave  bitartrate  of  potassa  in  sufficient  doses 
to  purge,   and  a  pill  composed  of  calomel,  squill,  and  digitalis. 

11th.  Symptoms  all  aggravated.     Ordered : 

9     Spts.  8Bth.  not f   5j. 

Syr.  scillsB ;  anti  et  potass,  tart  -         •    gr.  ij. 

Pulv.  gambogi^  -        -        -        -      gr.  viij.     M. 

S. — A  teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 

14th.  No  improvement  Continued  treatment  with  the  use  of 
acetate  of  potassa  several  times  daily. 

17tL  Cutaneous  sur&ce  distended  to  its  utmost  extent ;  urine 
more  smoky,  and  showing  more  traces  of  blood  than  heretofore ; 
largely  albuminous  Treatment,  so  fer,  quite  unavailing.  Gave 
an  unfavorable  prognosis,  and  requested  consultation. 

18th,  19th,  and  20th.  No  better;  continued  treatment;  but 
gave  her  medicine  every  two  hours.  Appetite  by  this  time  had 
gone ;  eyes  closed  by  the  oedema  of  lids. 

21st  Met  Dr.  Benson,  of  Miami,  in  consultation,  who  recom- 
mended, in  addition  to  the  articles  used,  creasote  and  LugoFs 
solution,  which  afforded  no  reliel  At  midnight  I  was  sent  for  in 
great  haste,  as  the  girl  had  violent  spasms.  Her  mother  stated 
that  she  had  been  stupid  for  several  hours.  Found  her  laboring 
under  uraemic  coma  and  convulsions.  The  latter  were  almost 
incessant;  pulse  about  140.  Pupils  of  the  eyes  could  not  be  seen, 
so  great  was  the  oedema  of  the  lids ;  breathing  short  and  rapid. 
There  seemed  to  me  to  be  considerable  hydrothorax  and  oedema 
of  the  lungs.  Eecovery  seemed  hopeless,  but  acting  on  the 
principle  that  *  while  there  is  life  there  is  hope/  I  determined  to 
place  the  patient  in  a  hot  bath  immediately,  and  to  give  ipecac  and 
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tartar  emetic  to  procure  prompt  emesia  The  spasms  were  soon 
relieved  by  these  measures,  and  by  morning  I  had  the  satisfaction 
of  finding  that  the  coma  had  disappeared. 

22d.     No  diminution  of  the  amount  of  albumen  in  the  urine. 
Ordered  the  following: 
.  ^     Syr.  scilL f  3j. 

Tr.  verat  virid.  -        -        -        -        -    gtt  j. 

Pulv.  ipecac gr.  j. 

Ant  et  potass,  tart.  -  -  •  -  -  gr-  i- 
every  two  hours,  unless  vomiting  is  produced,  and  in  that  case  a 
dose  every  three  or  four  hours.  Slight  diaphoresis  was  obtained, 
and  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  symptoms  were  not  quite  so  distressing 
as  they  had  been  for  several  days  previously.  I  was  convinced^ 
however,  that  the  relief  was  only  temporary. 

23d.  At  my  request,  Dr.  M.  W.  Hall,  a  physician  of  great 
reputation  in  the  county,  met  me  in  consultation.  He  advised  the 
following  combinations  of  diuretics : 

5     Potass,  bitart         -        -        -        -        -  5jss, 

Potass,  nitrat.  3  ss. 

Pulv.  scillae  maritim.      ....  3    y- 

Pulv.  digitalis 'gr.  xxx. 

Ant.  et  potass,  tart.       -        -        -'       -  gr-  ij- 

M.  S.  A  teaspoonftil  of  the  powder  four  or  five  times  daily. 
He  also  mentioned  the  cure  of  Mrs.  S.  by  the  use  of  hard  cider 
and  elder  bark,  and  thought  it  might  be  worth  while  to  give  it  a 
trial,  remarking  that  he  doubted  benefit  being  obtained  in  this  case 
tty  any  remedies ;  in  which  opinion  I  fully  conceded.  However, 
I  was  like  a  drowning  man  grasping  a  straw.  I  had  the  bark 
and  hard  cider  immediately  obtained,  and  I  saw  that  it  was 
regularly  administered. 

26th.  Albumen  in  urine  diminished;  less  sediment  and  less 
appearances  of  blood  in  the  urine ;  abdomen  not  quite  so  large. 
Continued  treatment 

29th.  The  amount  of  albumen  in  urine  remarkably  diminish- 
ed ;  dropsical  condition  rapidly  subsiding. 

June  1.  Increased  the  amount  of  hard  cider  and  elder  bark,  and 
diminished  the  potash  prescription.  The  albumen  in  urine  still 
decreasing. 
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14tL  Could  detect  scarcely  any  albumen  in  urine.  Changed 
the  prescription  to  tinct  ferri  chlor.  and  quinia,  and  continued  the 
hard  cider  and  elder  bark.  In  a  week  or  ten  days  more,  all  med- 
ications was  discontinued.     Lillie  S.  has  not  been  sick  sinca 

Case  III— April  22,  1868.  Was  sent  for  to  see  Miss  Molly  H., 
aged  eleven  years.  In  the  winter  she  had  had  scarlet  fever,  and, 
as  a  sequel,  dropsy.  She  had  been  skillfully  treated  by  an  old 
and  experienced  physician,  but  the  parents,  not  being  satisfied, 
sent  for  me.  For  eight  days  I  treated  the  case  with  the  usual 
remedies.  The  hot-air  bath  caused  diaphoresis,  and  afforded  ap- 
parent relief.  The  urine  was  tested  every  day,  and  the  amount  of 
albumen  seemed  steadily  to  increase. 

May  1.  Patient  worse  in  all  respects.     Prescribed : 

9     Pulv.  ipecac,  pulv.  gambc^se       -        -      aa  gr.  i. 

Potass,  acetat.  -----     gr.  xx. 

Syr.  scilL,  spts.  aeth.  nit      -        -        -    aa  gtt  xx. 

To  be  taken  every  two  hours,  unless  it  purge.  Also  a  table- 
spoonful  or  two  of  the  infusion  of  the  elder  bark  in  hard  cider 
every  two  hours,  with  the  hot-air  bath  night  and  morning. 

4th  No  albumen  in  urine;  dropsical  effusion  all  gone.  Directed 
that  the  bark  and  cider  be  continued  for  some  time.  This  girl  has 
not  been  sick  since." 

Dr.  McNutt  remarks ;  "  In  the  late  editions  of  the  United  States 
Dispensatory,  the  sambucus  is  stated  to  be  a  hydragogue  cathartic 
and  emetic.  It  has  not  proved  so  in  my  hands.  Dr.  Hall  says  it 
has  caused  neither  vomiting  nor  purging  in  any  experiments  that 
he  has  made  with  it.  This  may  be  owing  to  the  hard  cider 
extracting  only  certain  principles  from  the  bark.  I  have  sometimes 
thought  that  the  hard  cider  alone  might  act  as  a  potent  therapeutic 
agent  in  the  cure  of  albuminuria.  The  cases  which  I  have  had 
were  so  urgent,  and  I  was  so  solicitous  about  them,  that  I  did  not 
dare  to  waste  time  by  experimenting.  In  subsequent  consultations 
with  Dr.  Hall,  he  has  expressed  the  belief  that  the  green  bark  of 
the  sambucus  is  singularly  potent  in  correcting  the  pathological 
condition  which  leads  to  the  development  of  albuminous  nephritis. 
I  would  now  approach  a  case  of  albumimiria  with  as  much  con- 
'  fidence  of  curing  it  by  the  means  used  in  the  eases  here  given,  as 
I  would  an  ordinary  ague  by  means  of  sulphate  of  quinia.     I 


Bates — 0?%  Sambucus  Canadensis.  167 

believe,  however,  that  the  Sambucus  Canadensis  will  be  found  of 
use  only  in  cases  of  albuminuria  not  complicated  with  cirrhosis  of 
the  liver  or  structural  lesions  of  the  valves  of  the  heart  Its  action, 
so  far  as  I  have  tested,  is  only  to  correct  that  morbid  condition 
which  results  in  the  elimination  of  albumen  by  the  kidneys. 
There  is  one  remark  worthy  of  note,  and  that  is,  that  whatever 
may  have  been  the  structural  changes  in  the  kidneys,  recovery  in 
all  the  cases  has  been  complete,  and  the  cases  seem  to  have  been 
exempt  from  ordinary  ailments  since. 

Should  a  more  extended  trial  establish  the  efficacy  of  this 
remedy  in  Bright's  disease,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  all  that  is 
desired  by  the  publication  of  this  article  will  have  been  ac- 
complished." 

The  Editor  of  the  Journal  appends  the  remarks,  very  timely^ 
as  follows : — 

"The  above  cases  appear  to  very  conclusively  show  the 
therapeutic  value  of  Sambucus  Canadensis  in  albuminuria,  and 
fully  justifies  the  remark  of  Prof.  Stills  {Therapeutics  and  Materia 
Medicuj  3d  ed.  p.  552)  that  this  article  *  certainly  deserves  to  be 
resorted  to  more  frequently  than  it  has  been.'  Prof  S.  (o.  e.) 
states  that  Sydenham,  Boerhaave,  Gaubius,  and  Desbois  de  Boche- 
fort,  used  the  inner  bark  of  the  Sambucus  advantageously  in  many 
cases  of  dropsy ;  and  that  other  cases  have  been  treated  with  equal 
success  by  Hospital,  Bonnet,  Mallet,  Reville-Parise,  and  Fauvre/' 

Dr.  King  says  that  the  inner  green  bark  is  cathartic,  in  suitable 
doses  it  proves  an  efficacious  deobstruent,  promoting  all  the  fluid 
secretions,  and  is  much  used  in  dropsy,  especially  that  following 
scarlatina,  and  other  febrile  and  exanthematous  diseases. 

Martin  Solon  is  quoted  by  Stills  as  having  published,  in  1881, 
an  account  of  five  cases  of  ascites  in  which  the  juice  of  the  elder- 
root  eflGected  a  cure  after  the  fidlure  in  some  of  them,  of  other 
remedies.  He  prescribed  it  in  doses  of  one  or  two  ounces  taken 
fasting. 

Dr.  Stills  observes : — "  Soon  after  taking  it  a  copious  discharge 
of  saliva  and  mucus  from  the  mouth  occurs  and  within  an  hour  a 
sense  of  fullness  at  the  epigastrium  is  followed  by  vomiting  with- 
out excessive  straining.  In  the  course  of  two  hours  a  call  to  stool 
is  announced  by  colic,  and  the  dejections  are  serous,  thin,  pale,  or 
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a  little  tinged  with  bile.  They  continue  for  eight  or  ten  hours, 
and  the  following  day  the  stomach  is  not  disordered,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  appetite  is  increased.  After  repeated  doses  of  the 
medicine,  the  secretion  of  urine  is  augmented." 

In  most  cases  of  dropsy,  more  or  less,  albumen  is  to  be  found 
in  the  urine,  hence  the  efficiency  of  the  employment  of  this  agent. 

Constipation, — The  treatment  of  this  affection  with  active 
cathartics  is  not  often  necessary ;  as  a  general  rule  mild  remedies, 
perseveringly  used,  give  the  best  satisfaction.  The  author  has 
known  cases  of  constipation,  treated  with  drastic  cathartics,  much 
injured,  and  instead  of  removing  the  complaint  aggravate  it. 
These  cases  he  has  known  to  be  cured,  by  drinking  freely  of  a 
cold  infusion  of  the  flowers  of  sambucus  canadensis. 

This  infiision  can  be  depended  upon  in  most  cases  to  effect  a 
cure.  In  those  cases  of  constipation  which  have  their  origin  from 
torpor  of  the  small  intestines,  and  deficient  biliary  secretion,  in 
which  full  doses  of  blue  pill  or  calomel  are  usually  exhibited,  the 
alterative  property  of  this  infusion  will  be  found  adequate  to  relieve. 
It  may,  however,  in  some  instances,  be  well  to  alternate  the  sam- 
bucus with  other  remedies,  such  as  the  extract  of  nux- vomica, 
belladonna,  assafoetida,  or  small  doses  of  cream  of  tartar.  The 
sambucus  should  be  employed  for  several  weeks  after  all  ob- 
structions are  removed,  to  obviate  a  recurrence  of  the  affection. 
Patience  and  perseverance  with  this  agent  will,  in  most  cases, 
effect  a  cure  of  uncomplicated  constipation. 

Dr.  King  remarks: — "The  expressed  juice  of  the  berries, 
evaporated  to  the  consistence  of  a  syrup,  is  a  valuable  aperient  and 
alterative :  one  ounce  of  it  will  purge.  An  infusion  of  the  young 
leaf  buds  is  likewise  purgative,  and  will  sometimes  act  with 
violence"  Dr.  Stills,  also,  observes : — "  The  young  leaf-buds  are 
said  to  be  a  drastic  cathartia  "  If  the  inner  bark  or  young  leaf  buds 
are  employed  in  this  malady,  the  doses  should  be  regulated,  so  as  to 
fall  short  of  much  active  purgation ;  with  an  infusion  of  the 
flowers,  no  sujch  caution  is  necessary. 

Syphilitic  Diseases. — Dr.  King  says  that  the  flowers  and  ex- 
pressed juice  of  the  berries  have  been  beneficially  employed  in 
syphilitic  diseases.  The  United  States  Dispensatory  mentions  that 
the  sambucus  canadensis  answers  the    same   purposes   as    the 
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European  elder;  and  sajs  that  the  latter  has  enjoyed  some 
reputation  as  a  remedy  in  syphilitic  affections.  As  the  alterative 
properties  of  this  agent  become  appreciated,  more  confidence 
will  be  had  in  its  virtues  as  a  remedy  in  this  malady.  It  can  be 
employed,  when  indicated,  in  conjunction  with  mercurials  and 
other  remedies  usually  employed  in  the  treatment  of  syphilitic 
diseases. 

Scrofula. — This  agent  is  said  to  have  been  beneficially  employed 
in  scrofulous  diseases.  No^  remedy  has  yet  been  discovered 
sufficiently  potent,  as  to  claim  the  least  consideration  as  a  specific 
in  this  malady.  Alteratives,  tonics,  and  stimulants  are  usually 
called  into  requisition  in  the  treatment  of  scrofula ;  many  of  which 
possess  far  less  alterative  and  stimulant  properties  than  sambucus. 

This  disease  is  often  hereditary,  sometimes  acquired,  in  either 
case,  it  is  difficult  to  cure.  If  sambucus,  or  any  other  article,  fail 
to  eradicate  this  malady,  it  shares  the  same  fate  of  other  remedies 
in  numerous  diseases.  In  treating  of  this  affection  Dr.  Copland 
very  justly  observes:  — "  The  indications  then  point  to  such  curative 
means  as  tend  to  inyigorate  the  system  and  add  to  the  existing 
sum  of  vitality." 

Rheumatism  and  Gout — Some  writers  speak  of  the  flowers  and 
expressed  juice  of  the  berries  as  having  been  beneficially  employed 
in  rheumatic  and  gouty  diseases.  In  the  treatment  of  these  af- 
fections, diuretics  and  alteratives  are  the  principle  remedies.  Such 
agents  are  employed  as  eliminate  the  materies  mor-bi  from  the  blood 
through  the  kidneys  and  skin.  Sambucus  canadensis  has  claims 
as  a  remedy  for  elimination,  which  few  medicines  possess,  hence  its 
utility  in  the  treatment  of  these  diseases. 

It  may  be  employed  in  conjunction  with  other  remedies,  usually 
administered  for  the  cure  of  these  affectiona  Camphor  and  opium, 
or  hyoscyamus,  should  be  employed  in  combination  with  elder,  in 
doses  sufficiently  large  to  allay  the  paiif  and  irritation. 

Administration.  —Dr.  Stills  observes,  in  his  Therapeutics  and 
Materia  Medica,  vol.  1,  p.  617 : — The  expressed  juice  of  the  fresh 
root  is  probably  the  most  reliable  of  the  medicines  derived  from 
elder ;  it  may  be  given  in  doses  of  a  wineglassful  every  two  hours, 
or  -until  its  specific  effects  appear.     A  decoction  of  the  inner  bark 
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may  be  prepared  by  boiling  an  ounce  of  it  in  two  pints  of  water 
to  a  pint    Four  fluid  ounces  may  be  given  at  a  dose." 

Elder  flower  water  (Aqua  Sambuci),  and  an.  ointment,  (Unguent- 
um  Sambuci),  are  officinal. 

PBEPABATION. 

Fluid  Extract      -        -        -      Dose  ^  to  one  dram. 


CHLORAL  IN  OBSTETRICAL  PRACTICE. 


BY   8.  O.  WEBBER,  M.  D.   OF   BOSTON. 


The  following  abstract  adds  to  the  clinical  experience  with  chloral 
which  is  so  rapidly  accumulating,  and  which  will  soon  enable  physicians 
to  give  that  drug  its  proper  place  in  the  materia  medica.  The  cases 
recorded  by  the  author  only  partially  support  the  twenty-third  con- 
clusion of  Dr.  Bricheteau,  as  given  on  page  391  of  the  last  volume  of  this 
Journal. 

E.  K.,  2G  years  old,  maidservant,  pregnant  with  her  first  child,  came 
to  the  lying-in  hospital  on  Oct.  6.  She  was  of  healthy  family,  and  had 
menstruated  from  her  eighteenth  year  irregularly,  but  without  pain 
Her  cat^menia  ceased  in  March. 

She  was  received  and  employed  about  tiie  hospital  until  Nov.  14. 
when  her  face  was  noticed  to  be  bloated.  She  stated  that  on  the  10th 
there  had  been  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  size  of  her  abdomen,  her 
digestion  had  been  sluggish  and  the  secretion  of  urine  diminished. 
There  was  anasarca  of  the  labia  and  of  the  legs ;  the  skin  was  dry  ; 
temperature  not  increased ;  a  slight  dry  cough ;  urine  contained  albu- 
men and  casts.  A  warm  bed,  infus.  rad.  ipecac  and  liq.  ammon.  acet. 
were  prescribed. 

Nov.  16.— At  7  o'clock,  P.  M.,  fell  asleep  quietly.  At  8  P.  M.,  the 
attendant  noticed  spasmodic  distortion  of  the  head  to  the  left,  with 
entire  loss  of  consciousness  with  purple  countenance ;  she  foamed  at  the 
mouth,  and  soon  the  arms*and  legs  were  attacked  with  convulsions. 
This  attack  lasted  about  three  minutes,  and  she  then  lay  in  a  deep  sopor, 
with  snoring  respiration,  until  after  fourteen  minutes  the  second  attack 
occurred  with  the  sam^  phenomena.  This  attack  was  cut  short  by 
chloroform  inhalation.  She  lay  narcotized  until  9.45,  P.  M.,  when  she 
awoke  rational  and  answered  questions  intelligently,  but  without  any 
recollection  of  the  attack.      A  third  attack  occurr^  at  five  minutes 
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before  10,  and  a  fourth  at  ten  minutes  afler  1 1  oclock.  Both  were  cut 
short  by  chloroform  inhalation.  Between  both  these  attacks  and  afler 
the  last  the  patient  lay  unconscious,  snoring  and  rattling  in  the  throat. 

.  Nov.  17. — ^At  midnight,  a  clyster  composed  of  half  the  following 
mixture  was  given  : — Half  a  cup  of  starch,  with  two  grammes  of  chloral 
'  hydrate  dissolved  in  thirty  grammes  of  decoction  of  althcea ;  and  at  1 
o'clock  the  other  half  was  given.  Both  were  retained.  Towards  2 
o'clock  the  patient  fell  into  a  deep  sleep,  which  continued  almost  with- 
out interruption  uiftil  afternoon.  At  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  respiration 
was  still  snoring  and  rattling.  After  awaking  she  lay  quiet,  without 
again,  entirely  to  herself,  about  two  hours,  and  then  went  to  sleep 
coming  breathing  freely. 

Nov.  18. — Morning.  Slept  almost  continuously ;  only  awaked  by 
repeated  vomiting.  Afternoon  awoke,  took  half  a  teller  of  broth,  and 
lay  quiety  with  almost  perfect  consciousness.  The  skin  was  dry ; 
temperature  not  increased.  No  stool ;  no  passage  of  urine.  In  the 
evening,  pulse  96;  temp.  37-9.  Tartar  emetic  (0-18)  180  0.  every  two 
hours  a  tablespoonful. 

Nov.  19. — Pulse  100 ;  temp.  37-8.  Afler  the  first  spoonful  of  the 
emetic  solution,  she  vomited  and  had  one  thin  stool ;  then  slept  well, 
and  atler  awaking,  took  her  breakfast  with  appetite.  Urine  cc»ntained 
albumen  and  many  casts. 

The  tartar  emetic  was  continued  till  Nov.  21 ;  on  Nov.  24  acetate  of 
potassa  was  given.  The  albumen  gradually  diminished,  and  on  Dec.  2 
there  was  none;  the  urine  had  a  specific  gravity  of  1011,  and,  Dec.  4, 
the  acetate  of  petassa  wm  omitted. 

On  Dec.  23  she  was  confined  without  any  unfavorable  symptoms,  and 
gave  birth  to  a  foetus,  which  had  long  been  dead.  There  were  no  further 
signs  of  eclampsia. 

"The  same  quiet  and  sleep-producing  effect  has  been  observed  in 
many  other  cases,  in  which  the  chloral  hydrat  was  given  per  anum  in 
doses  of  two  grammes  dissolved  in  decoction  of  althaea,  with  half  a  cup 
of  warm  starch,  especially  in  indisposed  pregnant  women  who  need 
sleep  and  in  persons  who  have  had  operations  performed.  Local 
irritation  never  appeared,  although  the  dose  was  repeated  afler  an  hour, 
when  the  first  clyster  was  returned. 

"  As  the  hypnotic  effect  of  chloral  hydrate  gave  some  promise  of  its 
being  useful  in  case  of  spasm  of  the  uterus  during  parturition,  it  was 
employed  in  a  case  of  rigid  os.      First,  three  doses,  each  containing 
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seven  deci-grammes  Dover's  powder,  were  given;  then  the  next 
moming  four  grammes  of  chloral  was  administered  by  the  mouth,  and 
the  warm  vaginal  douche  employed.  At  11  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  os  was 
no  wider,  and  0*06  gramme  ext.  opii  and  two  sub  cutaneous  injection's 
of  morphia  00 1  were  employed.  Deep  sleep  followed,  and  on  awak- 
ing, the  OS  was  found  dilated,  and  the  child  was  born  with  the  help  of 
the  forceps. 

^^  Chloral  hydrate  in  this  case  of  obstinate  trismus  uteri  in  partu  did 
not  produce  a  resolution  of  the  spasm." — Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  February,  1870. 
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TREATMENT  OF  TYPHUS  BY  CARBOLIC  ACID. 


« 


As  it  is  well  to  note  the  negative  results  of  particular  methods  of 
practice,  we  place  on  record  the  following  cases  of  typhus,  treated  with 
carbolic  acid  by  J.  Wallace,  M.  D.,  Edinburgh,  of  Liverpool,  {British 
Medical  Journal,  January  12,  1869,  p.  535,)  whose  experience  would 
seem  to  show  that  this  remedy  does  not  cut  short  the  course  of  the 
disease,  as  has  been  asserted. 

Case  I.   Miss ,  aged  20.     Dorsal  decubitus  was  constant,  and 

deafness  nearly  complete.  Pulse  120;  tongue  persistently  dry.  At 
first  nitro  hydrochloric  acid  was  given,  till  griping  necessitated  its  sus- 
pension. Nutrients  and  stimulants,  such  as  strong  coffee,  lea,  wine,  etc., 
were  given.  On  the  eleventh  day,  carbolic  acid  was  ordered  in  the 
following  form: 

5ft     Glycerini  acidi  carbolici 3  iij. 

Spir.  chloroformi 3  ijss. 

Tincturae  cardam.  comp., 3  vj. 

A^qum q.  s.  ad.  3  viij.   M. 

A  tablespoonful  to  be  taken  every  four  hours. 

The  tongue  immediately  became  moist ;  and  on  the  seventeenth  day 
convalescence  was  established. 

Cask  11.  Mrs. ,  aged  50,  Was  treated  at  first  by  an  emetic  and 

by  nitro- hydrochloric  acid.  On  the  ftixth  day  the  pulse  was  120-130, 
weak ;  the  countenance  flushed ;  the  pupils  contracted  to  the  size  of  a 
pin-hole ;  the  respiration  was  rapid ;  the  tongue  furred,  hard  and  trem- 
ulous. In  short,  she  had  a  severe  attack,  with  a  bad  prognosis.  I 
ordered  carbolic  acid  mixture.     She  became  worse  and  seemed  sinking. 
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and  on  the  tenth  day  I  stopped  the  carbolic  acid  and  ordered  brandy,  in 
addition  to  wine  and  nutrients.  After  a  few  half  ounce  doses  of  brandy, 
she  turned  on  her  side  and  went  to  sleep.  Dr.  Bruce  saw  her  on  the 
eleventh  day  and  verified  the  facts  stated  in  this  case  as  he  did  also  in 
cases  I  and  HI.  On  the  the  twelfth  day,  her  breathing  was  laborious, 
and  chiefly  abdominal;  there  was  bronchial  irritation.  She  was 
ordered  to  have  half  an  ounce  of  brandy  every  hour,  and  one  table- 
spoonful  of  the  following  mixture  every  two  hours. 

5     Glycerini  acidi  carbolic! 

Spirit  terebinthinae aa.          3  ij. 

iEther  chlorici ; 3  jss. 

Mucilaginis  acacise q.  s.  ad.    |  x.   M. 

This  relieved  the  breathing.  She  seemed  more  intelligent ;  but  the 
pin-hole  pupil  continued,  and  her  hearing  was  ve;ry  acute.  The  ears 
were  plugged.  Muttering  delirium  supervened.  She  was  ordered  to 
have  twenty  ounces  of  brandy  daily.  On  the  twenty-first  day  con- 
sciousness returned;  and  she  made  a  good  recovery,  though  with  a 
sloughing  bed-sore. 

Case   III.    Miss ,  aged  50.    This  case,  like  the  preceding  one, 

was  of  doubtful  prognosis  from  the  beginning.  The  treatment  was  the 
same,  but  the  carbolic  acid  had  to  be  stopped,  as  it  produced  coldness 
of  the  whole  body.  The  respiratory  organs  were  also  affected.  Dorsal 
decubitus  was  constant ;  but  there  was  no  pin-hole  pupil.  There  was 
partial  consciousness  throughout.  She  had  biibonal  abscesses ;  one  on 
the  left  cheek,  two  in  the  neck,  where  venesection  had  been  applied 
along  the  course  of  the  pneumogastrics.  On  the  twenty-second  day  a 
scarlet  rash  covered  the  body.  The  pulse  for  the  first  time  rose  above 
100  to  130.  The  tongue  continued  black  and  dry.  The  teeth  were 
covered  with  sordes.  The  evacuations  from  nearly  the  beginning  con- 
tinued to  be  passed  involuntarily ;  and  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  she 
died,  having  taken  a  quart  of  brandy  daily  for  nearly  a  week.  She  was 
semi-conscious  to  the  end. 

Remarks. — Case  I.  would  have  recovered  without  any  other  than 
restorative  treatment.  In  Case  II.  carbolic  acid  seemed  to  aid  the  re- 
puted action  of  the  turpentine  in  bronchial  complications  in  typhus  in 
a  marked  degree ;  but  it  had  no  other  apparent  effect.  In  case  III.  it 
was  positively  dangerous ;  for  the  deathly  coldness  was  produced  again 
and  again  by  intermitting  the  medicine  and  then  beginning  it  anew. 
In  Case  III.  were  there  internal  abscesses  ?  Was  the  scarlatinal  rash 
specific  of  scartet- fever  complication,  or  from  blood-poisoning.     The 


174  The  Journal  of  Materia  Medvca. 

first  question  can  not  be  answered,  as  no  post  mortem  examination  was 
allowed.  Yet  rapid  decomposition  set  in  afler  death.  The  second  was 
from  blood-poisoning ;  and  hence  the  disease  was  continued  beyond  the 
prescribed  periodicity  of  typhus.  Some  we^eks  previously  I  saw  a  case^ 
with  my  friend  Dr.  Johnstone,  of  Eussell  street,  of  typhus  complicated 
with  gangrene  of  one  leg  arising  from  an  old-standing  indolent  ulcer ; 
and  before  death  the  same  scarlet  rash,  almost  of  a  brilliant  pink  hue 
at  certain  parts  appeared.  Carbolic  acid  does  not  prevent  septic  poison- 
ing or  the  irritative  fever  subsequent  to  typhus. — Half-  Yearly  Com- 
pendium  of  Medical  Science ,  January,  1870, 


REPORT  OF  A  CASE  OF  TYPHOID  FEVER,  SHOW- 

INO-  THE  RANO-E  OF  TEMPERATURE  FROM  THE 

BEGHNNINO-  TO  THE  END  OF  THE  CASE. 


BY   T.  C.  MURPHT,   GREEN  VALLEY,  ILL. 


It  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  residence,  mode 
of  living,  etc.,  of  the  patient,  Samuel  W.,  aged  30,  occupation  farmer. 
Mr.  W.'s  residence  is  situated  in  a  small  grove  of  scrub  oak.  On  the 
south  of  the  house  is  a  large  swamp ;  this  swamp  is  covered  with  water 
during  the  spring  and  part  of  the  summer  months,  furnishing  abundance 
of  malaria — in  fact,  it  might  be  called  the  home  of  ague,  the  residence 
being  situated  so  near  to  the  swamp  that  pure  air  must  be  a  stranger  to 
the  family.  Mr.  W.,  being  a  tenant  on  the  farm,  to  save  time,  dug  .a 
well  at  the  edge  of  the  swamp.  Into  this  well  flowed  the  washing  from 
the  barn-yard,  the  surface  water  of  the  swamp  making  it  a  mixture  of 
strength — in  fact,  it  was  not  fit  for  a  human  being  to  dritok.  Being  at 
the  residence  of  Mr.  W*,  during  the  month  of  June,  1869, 1  told  him 
to  have  a  well  dug  on  high  ground,  so  as  to  obtain  pure  water.  He 
said  he  had  not  the  time  to  spare,  and  he  would  get  along  with  such  as 
he  had.  I  told  him  if  he  did  not  dig  a  *well  he  had  better  hire  a 
physician  by  the  year.  During  the  month  of  July,  Mrs.  W.  was  taken 
sick ;  she  had  the  remittent  fever.  I  treated  the  case  according  to  the 
indications.  She  got  along  well  and  passed  from  my  care.  I  saw  no- 
more  of  the  family  until  August  10.  Mr.  W.  called  at  my  office.  He- 
wanted  medicine.  He  remarked,  "  My  wife  is  having  chills ;  she  don't 
seem  to  be  getting  along  very  well.     I  am  all  right."     A  glance  showed 


Report  of  a  Case  of  Typhoid  Fever,  Tib 

me  such  was  not  the^  case.  He  was  pale  and  anaemic — in  fact,  he  looked 
like  a  small  traveliog  hospital.  I  ordered  him  quinia  and  iron ;  and 
again,  "  Please  get  a  well  dug."     He  went  on  his  way  rejoicing. 

We  now  come  to  the  facts  in  the  case  proper.  I  was  called  to  see  Mr. 
W.,  August  21.  Found  him  in  bed ;  had  a  severe  chill  at  10  A.  M.; 
had  ferer  at  the  time  of  my  visit;  temperature  105°  F,  Ordered 
quinia  sulph.,  grs.  3.  every  three  hours,  in  absence  of  fever.  I  could 
not  see  the  case  on  next  morning  When  I  did  call,  I  was  informed  by 
Mrs.  W.  that  my  patient  was  better— to  which  I  could  not  agree.  I 
found  my  patient  hard  to  arouse,  unconscious  of  what  was  going  on. 
On  being  aroused,  I  could  get  no  satisfactory  answers  from  him.  I 
learned  from  his  wife  he  had  passed  no  urine  since  my  last  visit ;  picked 
at  the  bed*olothes  during  the  night ;  low,  muttering  delirium  ;  did  not 
complain  of  pain,  and  he  must  be  getting  better.  Flies  were  having  a 
picnic  over  his  face  undisturbed.  The  family  did  not  seem  in  the  least 
alarmed.  On  examination,  I  found  the  bladder  contained  no  urine; 
as  he  had  passed  no  urine  for  near  forty-eight  hours,  I  was  anxious  for 
the  result.  Ursemic  poisoning  was  near  at  hand.  Temperature,  102^°. 
Diagnosis,  typhoid  fever. 

I  paid  no  attention  co  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever  (so  called). 
The  indication  was :  eliminate,  or  the  case  will  pass  thraugh  your  digits. 
I  ordered  a  strong  decoction  of  buchu  to  be  taken  through  the  day. 
I  called  again  at  9  P.  M.  Patient  had  passed  no  urine  yet ;  is  stupid^ 
sweating  profusely;  sweat  has  a  strong  ammonical  odor.  On  ex* 
amination,  I  found  the  temperature  103^°  F.  I  passed  the  catheter,  and 
drew  off  a  small  quantity  of  urine ;  its  smell  resembled  that  of  the  Chica- 
go river.  I  now  started  on  a  voyage  of  discovery.  I  asked  if  there  waa 
a  cellar  under  the  house.  Yes.  I  examined  the  cellar ;  found  it  con- 
tained a  mixture  of  decayed  pumpkins,  potatoes,  bedsteads,  old  crin- 
oline, boots,  fungi  (or  toad-stools),  et  alii.  The  house  had  been  banked 
up  with  horse  manure  during  the  winter ;  as  it  decayed,  it  found  an 
inlet  into  the  cellar — ^to  make  an  outlet  for  human  life.  Do  you  wonder 
that  typhoid  flourished  in  such  a  den?  I  do  not.  Where  the  ac- 
cumylated  filth  of  years  becomes  concentrated  in  a  cellar,  under  a  house 
16  by  16  feet,  what  wondes  that  the  poison  arising  from  such  a  "  black 
hole ''  should  act  with  such  force  on  the  nervous  system  of  the  patient,, 
oppressing  him  nearly  to  the  grave.  [  told  the  friends  of  the  patient  I 
could  do  nothing  for  the  case,  in  such  a  house,  as  typhoid  had  marked 
it  for  its  home.  I  at  last  got  permission  to  move  him  to  a  large  clean 
house  in  the  vicinity.     I  secured  a  room,  16  by  20  feetj  where  I  could 


176  The  Journal  of  Materia  Medico^. 

obtain  fresh  air,  pure  water,  light,  sunshine,  and  cleanliness,  God*s 
choicest  blessings  to  man.  Now,  having  secured  a  room  to  suit  me,  and 
procuring  elimination  by  the  kidneys,  we  wish  to  keep  up  the  action  of 
the  eliminating  organs — the  kidneys,  lungs,  skin  and  intestines. 

Third  day :  Tongue  is  covered  with  a  yellow  fur ;  trembles  on  being 
put  out  of  the  mouth ;  is  dry  and  parched ;  tenderness  and  gurgling  in 
the  illiac  region ;  diarrhcsa ;  low  muttering  delirium ;  temperature 
104^.  During  the  night  the  patient  was  restless ;  tried  to  leave  his 
bed.     I  ordered  the  following : 

9     Hyd.  submur., gr.  ij. 

Pulv.  doveri, gr.    j. 

Give  one  every  three  hours. 

Second — 

5     Spts.  ether  nitric, ^ |  j. 

Fid.  ext.  veratrum, gtt.  viij.     M. 

A  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

Object  of  the  above :  The  first,  to  secure  elimination  by  the 
intestines ;  conveying  out  of  the  system,  by  the  agency  of  the  discharges, 
the  morbid  material  presumed,  with  great  probability,  to  contain  the 
specific  virus  of  the  disease.  The  intestinal  glands  eliminate  the  poison. 
The  object  of  the  second  is  clear. 

Fourth  day,  10  A.  M. :  Temperature,  104'^;  pulse,  136.  Under  the 
combined  influence  of  pure  air,  sunshine,  light  and  cleanliness,  and  the 
eliminating  organs  doing  duty,  the  stupor  has  passed  off.  Patient 
answers  questions  quite  well ;  flies  creeping  over  his  face  attract  at- 
tention— ^in  fact,  a  change  is  apparent  to  all.  What  produced  iti 
Cleanliness,  in  all  its  virgin  purity.  The  surface  of  the  patient  was 
sponged  with  tepid  water  three  times  a  day.  The  kidneys  secrete  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  urine.     Treatment  continued. 

Sixth  day,  7  o'clock,  P.  M:  Temperature  104,  pulse  ISO,  bowels 
moved  three  or  four  times  during  the  last  twenty- four  hours,  answers 
questions  well  but  is  soon  asleep ;  passed  about  xxiv  ^  ;  it  contains  a 
large  amount  of  excreta ;  destruction  of  tissue  is  rapid,  as  shown  by 
the  high  temperature,  and  the  amount  of  excreta  contained  in  the  urine. 
Ordered  Doveri,  grs.  v;  camphor  pulv.,  grs.  ij.  every  four  hours 
during  the  night,  to  allay  nervous  irritability.  Ordered  the  following 
during  the  day : 

5     Acid  sulph.  arom gts.  xx. 

Quinia  sulph., grs.   ss. 

Aqu8B  mentha  pip. |  i. 

Given  every  four  hours  during  the  day. 
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Seventh  day,  9  A.  M. :  Temperature  103° ;  pulse  130 ;  bowels 
moved  twice  during  the  night ;  rested  quite  well  during  the  night ;  tender- 
ness on  pressure  over  the  abdomen;  will  take  no  nourishment  only  milk 
and  lime  water,  in  small  quantities  at  a  time — he  says  "  I  don't  want  any 
thing  to  eat;  I  am  not  hungry."  And  now  having  secured  the  elimination 
of  the  poison  in  some  degree,  we  must  boar  in  mind,  this  man  must  eat 
to  live  ;  we  must  supply  material  to  repair  the  excessive  tissue-change 
that  has  takeu  place.  The  indication  now  is — obviate  the  tendency  to 
death;  support,  feed.  As  1  cannot  see  my  patient  every  day,  I  order 
him  wine,  beef  tea,  egg  nog,  milk-punch,  in  such  quantities  as  I  think 
will  be  digested  and  assimilated;  in  fact,  anything  which  contains  the 
elements  of  nutrition.  Again  feed  ;  don't  wait  for  the  call  of  the  typhoid 
case,  or  he  may  starve  to  death  : 

B     Acid  sulph.  aromat.. gts.  xx. 

Quinia  sulph., grs.     j. 

Aquae  mentha  pip 3        i.    M. 

Every  four  hours  during  the  day. 

Doveri  in  ^'^^  grain  doses  at  night,  as  often  as  may  be  required  to 
secure  sleep.  1  don't  care  so  much  for  medicine,  so-called,  as  1  do  that 
the  patient  receives  proper  nourishment.  Calomel,  jalapa,  or  any  other 
infernal  mixture,  never  rebuilt  the  smallest  part  of  a  simple  cell. 

Ninth  day,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. :  Temperature,  102°;  pulse  115;  rests 
well  at  night;  bowels  moved  three  times  during  the  last  twenty- four 
hours.  Ordered  treatment  continued  ;  surface  to  be  sponged  night  and 
morning ;  bed'Ciothcj*  must  be  changed  every  other  day  ;  all  discharges 
must  be  removed  at  once,  vessels  to  be  rinsed  with  a  solution  of  carbolic 
acid. 

Eleventh  day,  6  o'clock,  P.  M. :  Temperature  102^^;  puUe  120; 
bowels  moved  very  olt*-n  during  the  night ;  discharges  mostly  bloody, 
evidently  containing  sloughs  of  Peters  patches.  Ordered  opium  in 
half  grain  doses,  every  three  hours,  until  diarrhoea  is  restrained;  wine 
and  milk  punch  at  stited  intervals  during  the  night. 

Twelfth  day,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. :  Temperature  101°;  pulse  105;  has 
rested  som^  during  the  nii»ht;  no  blood  in  thfe  discharges  this  morning. 
Complains  of  biii'g  hungry;  answers  questioUM  quite  well.  Ordered 
bread  and  milk  dit  t,  in  such  quantities  as  may  seem  harmless  to  the 
good  judgment  of  tlie  nurse;  the  acid  mixture,  with  quinia,  every  four 
hours  during  the  tiay  ;  op«um,  1  gr.  at  night,  repeated  every  four  hours, 
using  only  sufficient  to  secure  sleep,  taking  care  not  to  narcotize  the 
patient. 

12 
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Fourteenth  day,  9  A.  M. :  Temperature  100°  ;  pulse  98 ;  rests  well 
during  the  night;  no  diarrhoea ;  calls  for  food  quite  often ;  patient 
evidently  thinks  he  must  eat  to  live.  As  digestion  of  food  is  good,  I 
now  begin  to  withdraw  the  wine,  giving  plenty  of  sweet  milk  (asd  I 
don't  take  off  the  cream).  Nurse  reports  remissions  of  the  fever  in  the 
evening.  Medicine  is  only  a  secondary  object  now;  quinine  2  grs., 
every  four  hours  during  the  day. 

Sixteenth  day,  10  A.  M. :  Temperature  98^^°;  pulse  84;  bowels 
moved  twice  a  day ;  complains  of  no  pain ;  eats  well.  Treatment 
continued. 

Eighteenth  day,  8  A.  M. :  Temperature  96° ;  pulse  75 ;  no  fever  ; 
bowels  moved  once  in  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  No  tenderness  in 
the  iliac  region;  sleeps  well  during  the  night;  eats  like  a  plow-boy. 
Treatment,  quinia  and  acid. 

Twentieth  day,  10A.M.:  Temperature  98°;  pulse  80;  tongue  is 
cleaning  off;  patient  sits  up,  looking  at  his  long,  bony  arms ;  says  he 
thinks  there  is  room  for  improvement.  Can  form  no  idea  how  long  he 
has  been  sick,  or  what  has  happened ;  rests  well  at  night ;  digestion 
good  and  rapid ;  fever  has  evidently  run  its  career : 

]^     Nitro  muriatic  acid gts.  xx. 

Three  times  a  day.     To  be  given  in  sugar  and  water. 

Ordered  the  patient  to  be  well  fed. 

Twenty. second  day,  9  A.  M. :  Temperature  98° ;  pulse  80 ;  rests 
well  at  night ;  tongue  is  cleaned  off;  h^s  had  no  fever  since  my  last  visit ; 
no  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  abdomen;  I  consider  there  is  no 
need  to  give  the  patient  medicine  now,  and  tell  him  so. 

Now,  let  us  look  over  the  history  of  the  case.  1  contend  that  typhoid 
fever  was  brought  on  in  this  case  by  filth,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

There  was  not  a  case  of  typhoid  within  ten  miles  of  his  residence ; 
there  were  no  other  cases  of  typhoid  in  his  vicinity  during  the  past  fall. 
Of  five  persons  who  lived  in  the  house,  four  contracted  typhoid  fever ; 
all  of  the  same  virulent  nature.  And  I  will  warrant  to  get  up  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  to  order  for  any  one  who  wishes  to  make  the  experiment 
of  living  over  the  accumulated  filth  of  years  (duriug  the  summer  months). 

A  word  in  regard  to  my  plan  of  treatment.  It  may  seem  to  some 
that  my  plan  of  treatment  was  simple ;  I  think  so  too.  Had  I  treated 
the  case  according  to  the  name  of  the  disease,  the  case  would  have 
slipped  through  my  digits.  Never  treat  a  case  according  to  its  name 
or  location,  but  according  to  what  is  the  matteV ;  referring,  at  all  times, 
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the  treatment  of  the  disease  'to  the  cause  of  the  disease  and  the  par- 
ticular stage  of  the  disease.  What  were  the  indications  in  this  case? 
Eliminate  during  the  first  stage ;  obviate  the  tendency  to  death,  and 
furnish  material  to  repair  the  excessive  waste  of  tissue  that  is  going  on. 
Nature  removes  the  poison  by  elimination.  We  are  but  nature's  hod- 
carriers  ;  we  furnish  the  bricks  and  mortar,  nature  repairs  the  structure. 
In  treatment  of  typhoid  fever,  keep  in  view  the  grand  fact,  you  cannot 
make  something  out  of  nothing. — Chicago  Medical  Journal^  February, 
1870. 
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ACIDUM  PHOSPHORICUM  DILUTUM. 


BY  JUDSON  B.  ANDREWS,  H.  D.    ASSISTANT  FHTSICIAN  IN  THE  NSW  YORK 

STATE    LUNATIC    ASYLUM. 


After  discussing  the  supposed  material  relations  of  this  acid  to  the 
nervous  tissue,  ("chemical  food,")  Dr.  Andrews  gives  the  usual 
sphygmographic  drawings,  illustrative  of  its  effects  upon  the  pulse. 
He  then  details  several  cases  wherein  its  efficiency  as  a  nerve  tonic  and 
stimulant  seemed  quite  apparent,  and  concludes  thus  : 

''  Cases  are  sometimes  under  treatment  at  the  Asylum,  and  more 
frequently  in  private  practice,  especially  from  among  literary,  profession- 
al or  business  men,  which  are  characterized  by  loss  of  mental  power 
from  excessive  brain  activity. 

"The  patient  is  languid,  unable  to  perform  mental  labor  with  the 
usual  facility,  is  nervous,  at  times  fearful,  timid  and  agitated ;  the 
memory  is  weakened,  and  permanent  impairment  seriously  threatened.. 
£xamination  reveals  no  organic  lesion,  but  the  symptoms  are  such  as 
justly  pccasion  alarm.  Such  cases  have  been  improperly  called  by 
some  recent  writers  cases  of  cerebral  paresis,  a  term  too  strong  in  its 
import,  but  expressive  of  the  great  danger  which  impends.  For  the 
recovery  of  these  cases,  relaxation  from  business  and  labor,  and  the  use 
of  phosphoric  acid  combined  with  some  suitable  tonic,  generally  suffices. 

^^  In  cases  where  mental  effort  has  been  protracted  till  a  sense  of 
weariness  renders  its  continuance  difficult,  a  dose  of  the  acid,  from  its 
stimulant  effect,  relieves  fatigue  and  seems  to  invigorate  the  mental 
powers,  and  prepare  the  mind  for  renewed,  exertion.  In  the  night 
sweats  attending  consumption,  and  other  exhausting  diseases,  this  acid 
is  employed  with  benefit,  and  has  some  advantages  over  the  aromatic 
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sulphuric  acid,  so  generally  used*.  It  is  much  more  agreeable  to  taste, 
more  likely  to  be  tolerated,  and  does  not  constipate  the  bowels.  The 
anti  scorbutic  power  of  this  acid  is'  well  settled.  A  marked  case  of 
purpura  occurred  in  the  Asylum  recently.  The  patient  had  been  an 
inmate  for  several  months,  and  though  eating  the  ordinary  diet  of  the 
house,  in  which  vegetables  are  bountifully  supplied,  became  scorbutic. 
The  gums  were  red  and  spongy ;  there  was  lassitude,  soreness  of  the 
muscles,  and  an  eruption  presenting  the  form  of  petechia  and  vibices 
upon  the  anterior  of  the  chest  and  inner  surface  of  the  thighs. 

"  The  patient  was  given  the  acid  in  half  drachm  do3e3,  and  in  two 
weeks  entirely  recovered.  In  cases  ot  anaemia  and  chlorosis,  in  both  of 
which  there  is  a  depressed  condition  of  the  nervous  system,  phosphoric 
acid  ia  combination  with  ferruginous  tonics,  has  he^n  found  especially 
efficacious. 

"  At  the  Asylum,  as  an  adjuvant  for  the  solution  of  quinia  in  water, 
phosphoric  acid  is  now  subiitituted  for  the  sulphuric  acid,  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  increasing  the  tonic  properties  of  the  solution.  In  giving 
quifiia,  we  have,  in  cases  marked  by  great  nervous  prostration,  and 
accompanied  with  profuse  perspiration,  found  this  acid  in  half  drachni 
•doses  a  valuable  addition,  and  one  that  seems  to  increase  the  power  of 
the  alkaloid.  To  the  ordinary  elixirs,  tinctures  and  decoctions  of  bark, 
the  acid  forms  an  important  aid,  and  by  its  acidity  it  overcomes  to  a 
great  degree  ihe  unpleasant  taste  of  the  vegetable  bittern. 

"Observation  here  c*»nfirms  the  views  of  Nelligan  and  others,  that 
this  substance  exerts  no  direct  influence  on  the  generative  function.  It 
has  thus  been  employ e^i  on  theoretic  grounds;  but  any  favorable  in- 
fluence it  hiS  exerted  has  probably  been  owing  to  its  general  tonic 
effect.  We  have  used  it  extensively,  and  in  cases  where  this  function 
was  abnormal  y  excited ;  and  in  no  instance  has  its  administration  been 
suspended  fruni  this  cause,  or  has  any  inconvenience  resulted  from  its 
use. 

'"Phosphorus  in  aub-tance  is  now  recommended  by  many  of  the 
Journals,  in  s<»rne  torni?*  of  paral^si.«,  in  locomotor  ataxy,  and  in  other 
of  the  neuros*  s.  It  is  hji  element  dirticult  to  dispense  and  dangerous  to 
administer.  In  the  s*o  nai-h  it  is  converted  laigely  into  phosphoric  acid. 
It  is  from  thi^  chatiL^e  takitg  plae.H  in  the  stomach,  that  the  danger  is  to 
be  apprehended  U  it  not  better  to  employ  the  acid  which  in  proper 
doses  is  harin»es«  *^'an  to  incur  the  risk  of  consequences  in  givisg 
phosphorus  in  sub«<tdnce? 
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"  In  the  administration  of  this  remedy,  one  general  principle  should 
be  kept  in  mind,  viz.  :  not  to  exhibit  it  in  cases  of  congestion  of  the 
brain,  or  in  those  in  which  there  is  an  inflammatory  action,  either  in  the 
nerTe  substance  or  the  meninges,  as  its  stimulant  effect  might  prore  an 
aggravation  to  existing  disease.  In  no  case  in  which  it  has  been  given, 
has  it  disturbed  digestion  or  proved  an  irritant  to  the  stomach,  even 
when  its  administration  has  been  prolonged. 

''  When  the  remedy  was  first  employed  at  the  Asylum,  the  dose  was 
ten  drops  three  times  a  day ;  this  has  been  gradually  increased  till  now 
the  standard  dose  is  half  a  drachm.  This  is  given  in  water  alone,  or 
with  simple  syrup,  with  which  it  makes  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  lemon- 
ade. The  large  doses  spoken  of  wel*e  thus  taken.  In  the  various 
combinations  with  other  remedies,  the  dose  varies  from  ten  to  twenty 
drops.  A  favorite  tonic  remedy,  which  makes  an  eligible  preparation, 
and  one  very  palatable,  is  as  follows : 

g     Acidi  Phosphorici  Dil., |    i. 

Elix.  Calisay., §  iv, 

Elix.  Valor.  Ammon .♦ §    ii. 

Glycerinae, §  iii. 

Sherry   Wine, §  vi. 

Dose  from  one  half  to  one  ounce. 

"  It  is  from  an  experience  in  the  use  of  this  remedy  in  more  than  two 
hundred  cases,  extending  over  a  period  of  several  years,  that  confidence 
has  been  inspired  in  its  general  adaptation  to  the  treatment  of  diseases 
marked  by  debility  of  the  nervous  system. —  Cincinnati  Medical 
Repertory y  March,  1870. 


■♦-^ 


THE  THERAPEUTICS  OF  LUNO-  HEMORRHAO-E. 


Br  DR.  THOS.  PLAGGE,  OF  DARMSTADT,   TRANSLATED  BY  DR.  T.  C.  HENRY, 

CINCINNATI, 


In  glancing  over  the  above  number  of  this  German  medical  gazette, 
we  find  the  following : 

"The  intimate  composition  of  the  good  old  by -gone  therapeutics  is 
made  up  of  a  medley  of  observation,  superstition,  inconsiderate  doubt, 
set  forth  with  an  air  of  authority. — Forster." 

In  the  every- day  practice  of  the  physician  constant  applications,  both 
on  the  part  of  the  patient  and  his  family,  are  solicited  for  the  relief 
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from  pulmonary  hemorrhage.  What  is  the  part  of  prudence  here  on 
the  part  of  the  practitioner  1  Does  he  allow  the  gathering  tempest  of 
disease  to  attain  to  a  high  degree,  as  was  the  case  in  the  reign  of 
barbarous  empiricism — a  teaspoonful  of  dry  table  salt  to  be  swallowed, 
a  mineral  acid  ordered  from  the  apothecary,  but  above  all,  the  resort 
to  venesection  ?  How  is  it  that  this  practice  was  not  otherwise  con- 
ducted by  rational  medication  ?  Does  one  ask  for  the  reason  %  let  him 
wait  in  vain  for  the  reply ;  because  so  much  reliance  has  been  placed  on 
the  effective  nature  of  the  foregoing  kind  of  medication.  One  can> 
hardly  note  any  symptoms  of  alteration  in  this  routine.  How  many 
are  still  on  the  good  "  old  track  1 "  Very  renowned  professors  and 
clinical  teachers  of  medicine  in  our  day,  and  even  a  class  book  of  clinical 
medicine,  favor  the  practice  mentioned.  Thus  says  Niemeyer,  "  One 
allows  always  at  the  onset  of  this  disease,  as  soon  as  the  expectoration 
of  blood  is  manifested,  a  teaspoonful  or  a  tablespoonful  of  finely 
pulverized  table  salt,  swallowed  dry  ;  or,  we  think,  to  greater  advantage, 
flour  of  sulphur  or  phosphoric  acid,  or  the  acid  elixir  of  Haller,  ten 
drops  mixed  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water.  The  bleeding  is 
arrested  by  this  medication."  Wunderlich  and  Niemeyer  employ  cold 
aspersions  to  the  chest,  should  the  case  be  desperate ;  they  also  prescribe 
rhatany,  plumbi  acetas,  balsam  copaiba,  secalecomutum,  oleum  terebin- 
thinse,  which  should  only  be  resorted  to  in  critical  cases.  Niemeyer 
says,  "  a  doubtful  remedy  is  better  than  none."  Thousands  of  men  die 
annually  by  reason  of  this  practice.  Table  salt  and  acids,  associated 
in  excess,  would  seem  to  produce  a  scorbutic  diathesis,  or  an  impoverish- 
ed condition  of  the  blood.  By  increasing  the  amount  of  table  salt  and 
acids  the  expectoration  is  lessened,  but  may  not  vomiting  be  aroused, 
and  intense  thirst  provoked  ? — conditions  which  augment  the  dangerous 
amount  of  hemorrhage,  and  make  necessary  repeated  stimulation. 
The  greater  number  of  cases  of  lung  hemorrhage,  according  to  my  ob- 
servation do  not  agree  with  the  views  put  forth  by  Niemeyer.  I  agree 
with  oar  honored  Smoler  in  his  views  of  tuberculosis,  and  the  formation 
of  cavities  in  the  lungs,  formed  at  a  previous;  time.  Much  exercise, 
running,  dancing,  hopping,  climbing  hills,  raising  burdens,  mental  oc- 
cupations, drinking  coffee,  excitement  of  the  heart,  emotions  of  the  mind 
cause  hyperemia  in  the  cavities  of  the  lung  tissue,  which  induce  more 
intense  congestion  and  result  in  injury.  With  other  associated  measures 
possessing  efficacj,  the  capillaries  become  lessened  in  calibre,  and  the 
activity  of  the  heart's  action  diminished  by  the  application  of  intense 

cold.     It  is  generally  known  that  cold  locally  applied  will  effect  these 
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results.     Niemeyer,  therefore,  calls  attention  to  this  fact,  and  strongly 
ui^es  its  employment. 

Before  all  things  do  we  advise,  in  order  to  lessen  the  excitement  of 
the  hearths  action,  and  to  arrest  the  outpouring  blood,  and  to  arrest  the 
expectoration,  ice  should  be  used  in  a  small  bag  to  the  parts  of  the 
thorax  that  a  previous  physical  examination  have  shown  to  be  weakened, 
and  of  least  resistance  to  the  hand  (let  alone  the  exhibition  of  the  salt 
of  old  time  usage.)  Ice  then,  or  fruit  ice — or,  if  not  at  hand,  cold  water 
to  be  swallowed.  Secale  cornatum  is  an  agent  which  stands  us  in  hand 
to  make  use  of,  hypodermically  injected.  The  plasticity  of  the  blood 
will  be  thus  acted  upon. 

Maihes  and  Sauvet  allude  to  the  contraction  of  the  capillaries,  and 
the  smaller  veins  and  arteries,  from  its  employment,  by  means  of  which 
clotting  of  the  blood  is  induced  in  the  vessels.  The  use  of  the  medicine 
by  the  mouth  is  oden  so  disagreeable  to  the  stomach  that  nausea  and 
vomiting  follow;  therefore,  the  hypodermic  injection  is  preferable. 
Twelve  centigrammes  employed  at  one  injection  is  the  amount  of  ergot 
generally  used.  Dr.  Pravaz  hints  at  this  hinderance  of  the  use  of  ergot 
by  the  stomach. — Cincinnati  Medical  Repertory ,  March,  1870. 


-♦-►' 


OF 

Therapeutics7and  Materia  Medica. 


Thi  Therapeutic  Value  of  Scutelaria,  by  D.  C.  Leavenworth, 
M.  D.  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  Having  prescribed  this  medicine  to  a 
considerable  extent  in  my  practice,  I  am  prompted  to  give  some  of  the 
results  of  my  experience,  and  thus  add  my  testimony  to  its  valuable 
therapeutic  properties. 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  its  importance  as  a  nervine — besides 
other  medicinal  qualities  which  should  recommend  it — have  to  a  great 
extent  been  overlooked  and  neglected.  In  our  desire  to  try  new  remedies 
we  are  inclined  to  neglect  and  undervalue  those  which  have  proved 
reliable  for  the  relief  and  cure  of  disease.  Then  this  medicine  has  been 
used  quite  extensively  by  irregular  practitioners,  which  has  a  tendency 
to  prejudice  the  profession  against  it.  Again  the  popular  credit  it  ob- 
tained at  one  time  as  a  preventive  and  cure  of  hydrophobia — it  being 
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claimed  by  its  advocates  as  a  specific  in  that  terrible  diseases-caused  it 
to  receive  the  fate  of  many  other  medicines  which  being  overestimated, 
are  apparently  sooner  forgotten,  and  neglected.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
from  this,  and  similar  causes  many  truly  valuable  remedies,  have  been 
disregarded  by  the  profession,  which  would  have  proved  of  much  service 
to  us. 

The  value  of  scuUcap  consists  in  its  combination  of  nervine  tonic  and 
other  medicinal  qualities.  I  have  used  it  in  various  nervous  diseases — 
more  particularly  in  those  nervous  diseases — which  require  a  nervine 
and  tonic  combined.  I  consider  it  especially  applicable  in  low  forms  of 
fever,  where  the  patient  is  quite  restless  and  nervous.  Also  in  the 
various  forms  of  nervous  disease  incident  to  females.  I  have  obtained 
marked  success  from  its  use  in  cases  of  epilepsy,  infantile  cerebral  dis- 
eases, mental  disease  resulting  from  masturbation.  It  will  be  found 
beneficial  for  calming  the  excitability  of  the  nervous  system,  especially 
where  the  brain  has  been  overtaxed,  and  the  mind  is  depressed  and 
weakened,  referable  to  cares  and  anxieties. 

As   an  illustration  of  the  beneficial  effects,  1  have  observed  in  pre- 
scribing it,  I  give  an  abstract  of  two  or  three  cases  from  note  book. 

Case  1. — A  young  man  age  22;  expression  dull ;  appetite  irregular  ; 
bowels  at  times  constipated ;  lungs  and  heart  in  healthy  condition : 
the  urine  upon  testing  it,  I  found  to  be  normal,  except  occasionally  there 
was'  a  light  cloudy  deposit.  He  denies  ever  being  addicted  to  the  habit 
of  masturbation.  In  early  childhood  he  enjoyed  fair  health.  The 
epileptic  fits  commenced  about  the  seventh  year ;  soon  after  an  attack 
of  scarlet  fever.  From  that  time  he  had  on  the  average,  one  or  two  a 
week,  sometimes. two  in  one  day.  He  generally  had  an  intimation  of 
their  approach,  but  often  they  would  prostrate  him  suddenly  without 
premonition.  I  tried  various  remedies,  among  others  strychnia,  bromide 
of  potassium,  etc.,  with  little  benefit  if  any.  I  finally  prescribed  fl. 
extract  of  scullcap,  and  in  a  few  days  there  was  an  improvement ;  and 
after  a  few  weeks  he  seldom  had  a  return  of  the  fits,  and  they  occurred 
when  he  omitted  to  take  the  medicine.  At  the  present  time — about 
three  years  since,  I  first  prescribed  for  him — he  informs  me  that  he  has 
had  no  attack  for  several  months.  Occasionally  when  he  feels  nervous 
he  resorts  to  the  medicine  again. 

•  Case  2d. — A  woman  who  had  for  some  months  been  affiicted  with 
uterine  disease  consulted  me.  When  I  had  by  local  applications  sub- 
dued inflammation  of  the  os  uteri,  there  remained  a  nervous  depression 
And   debility  which  did  not   prove   amenable  to  the  usual  course    of 
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treatment  by  tonics,  nervines,  etc.  At  last  I  commenced  the  use  of 
Scutellaria,  combined  with  strychnia.  There  was  soon  a  change  for  the 
better,  and  at  the  present  time,  now  nearly  sixteen  months,  she  is 
enjoying  comparatively  good  health. 

Cask  3d. — ^Typhoid  fever.  A  young  woman,  age  24.  The  fever,  as 
usual,  had  commenced  insiduously,  and  before  her  friends  were  aware 
of  it  she  was  prostrated.  When  I  was  called,  found  her  under  a  fully 
developed  fever ;  pulse  122  to  230 ;  tongue  heavily  coated ;  face  flushed ; 
and  that  peculiar  expression  of  countenance  which  we  all  know  so  well. 
This  was  a  case  in  which  those  of  our  friends  in  the  profession  who  ad- 
vocate stimulants  with  such  persistence  would  probably  have  used  quan- 
tities of  whisky.  Although  I  believe  in  a  proper  supporting  treatment  in 
cases  of  fever  and  other  diseases,  yet  I  do  firmly  believe  that  the 
profession  is  sustaining  much  injury, — and  also  indirectly  causing  in- 
temperance in  the  community — from  the  injudicious  course  that  many 
physicians  are  adopting  in  the  excessive  prescribing  of  stimulants.  But 
to  return  to  my  subject.  I  pursued  my  usual  course  of  treatment  under 
similar  circumstance.  After  three  or  four  days  prescribed  Scutellaria 
with  the  other  medicines.  The  patient  recovered,  free  from  the  nervous 
depression,  which  usually  is  present  af\er  recovery  from  typhoid  fever. 

With  other  patients  of  both  sexes  and  various  ages,  I  have  pursued 
a  similar  course  with  this  medicine,  and  I  attribute  much  of  the  success 
I  have  experienced  in  these  cases  to  the  use  of  Scutellaria. 

The  preparation  called  scutelarin  a  precipitate  from  the  concentrated 
tincture,  I  understand  has  been  used  with  success,  but  I  have  not  tried 
it.  I  hope  that  some  among  your  numerous  readers  will  give  us  the 
result  of  their  experience  with  the  medicine. — Medical  dc  Surg,  Repor- 
ter, March,  1870. 


Extracts  from  Clinic  of  Prof.  Hebra.     Case  II.  Lvpus  Vulgaris.  ,  s 
— ^Patient  is  a  boy  five  years  old.     Has  a  small  patch  of  lupus  on  each 
cheek.     Will  again  cauterize  with  Arg.  Nit.  in  substance,  and  apply 
mercurial  plaster.     Has  had  three  applications  and  is  nearly  healed. 

Cask  III.  Eczema  Capitis, — Patient  a  female  of  60  years.  The  dis- 
ease covers  the  head,  forehead,  ears  and  extends  to  the  neck,  in  the 
form  of  yellowish  scabs  and  dry  white  scales,  with  a  reddish  cutis. 
The  exudating  stage  is  nearly  passed.  Is  chlorotic.  Did  not  have  her 
periods  until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  they  usually  continued  a  week. 
Is  generally  a  disease  of  chlorosis.  Ordered  to  smear  the  parts 
covered  with  crusts  with  oil,  and  paint  the  other  parts  with  01.  Cadini, 
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daily,  and  wash  the  parts  thoroughly  with  soap  and  water  before  the 
application. 

Case  IV.  Sycosis. — Male  aged  26.  Has  had  the  disease  eleven 
years.  Is  sometimes  called  mentegra  (we  often  call  it  Barber's  itch). 
The  disease  consists  in  inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  hair  sacks, 
and  is  generally  confined  to  the  beard,  but  sometimes  extends  to  the 
cilia  and  hair  of  the  head.  The  disease  occurs  under  the  form  of  an 
inflammed  hair  follicle,  which  develops  into  a  pustule,  which  is  pen- 
etrated by  a  hair  or  beard.  The  skin  surrounding  is  swollen  and 
oedematous  in  acute  cases,  and  often  exudates  serum  like  eczema,  with 
which  it  is  often  confounded  and  combined.  When  several  of  these 
pustules  occur  near  each  other,  they  often  combine  and  form  a  yellow 
scab,  and  may  be  mistaken  for  syphilis.  But  the  removal  of  the  scabs 
reveals  no  loss  of  substance,  or  but  a  very  slight  one,  which  is  not  the 
case  with  syphilis.  The  deeper  tissues  of  the  skin  often  become  in- 
flanied  and  give  rise  to  numerous  painftil  abscesses,  which  leave  cicatrices 
and  disfigurements  behind,  as  in  this  case.  The  cause  of  the  disease  is 
not  settled.  Perhaps  young  hairs  may  press  into  the  hair  sack  before 
the  old  one  is  cast  off,  and  thus  produce  inflammation.  The  French 
school  maintain  that  a  parasite  is  the  setiological  moment,  but  all  their 
attempts  in  this  school  to  find  a  parasite  have  been  thus  far  in  vain. 

The  treatment  consists  in  applying  Empl.  Diachyl.  Comp.,  q.  s.  to 
macerate  and  remove  the  crusts  and  epidermis.  The  face  must  be 
closely  shaven  every  day,  and  the  epulation  or  extraction  of  all  the 
hairs  perforating  pimples  or  pustules  undertaken.  After  which  the 
ointment  may  again  be  applied,  spread  upon  linen  cloth.  This  process 
must  be  repeated  every  day.  The  treatment  in  most  cases  will  scarcely 
exceed  from  four  to  six  weeks.  Persons  having  a  beautiful  beard,  and 
not  wishing  to  loose  it,  may  be  cured  by  the  above  process,  omicting 
the  shaving,  but  the  time  of  treatment   will  be  much  increased. 

When  these  diseased  hairs  are  extracted,  a  new  growth  will  follow 
them,  but  when  left  to  die  and  fall  out,  they  will  never  be  replaced. 
Patients,  whpn  cured,  will  do  well  to  shave  daily  for  a  year,  otherwise 
a  return  of  the  disease  will  be  liable  to  occur.  Blepharitis  is  a  disease 
the  same  in  nature,  and  may  be  similarly  treated. 

Case  Vf.  Syphilis,  Scabies,  and  Eczema. — Female  aged  45.  House 
patient.  Burro  wings  of  the  itch  parasite  are  easily  seen  on  the  hands 
and  breasts,  and  an  almost  universal  eczema  produced  by  scratching  and 
irritation  of  the  skin,  while  about  the  shoulders  are  circular  patches  of 
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syphilitic  ulcers,  healed  in  the  centre,  leaving  white  cicatrices.     Angina 
is  visible  in  the  pharynx,  and  the  history  speaks  for  a  specific  disease. 

This  patient  has  already  had  ten  sublimate  baths,  and  is  improving 
rapidly.  Can  cure  scabies  by  sublimate  baths  alone,  but  the  cure  is 
slower  than  the  one  ordinarily  instituted  for  scabies  alone.  No  special 
treatment  is  necessary  for  the  eczema,  as  it  will  vanish  with  the  cure  of 
the  scabies,  and  the  cessation  of  itching  and  scratching.  The  patient 
remains  in  the  bath  two  hours  daily. 

To  each  bath  of  simple  water  is  added — 

5     Hydrag.  Sublim;  Corros., 3  ij. 

Ammon.  Hydro.  Chlor., §  ss. 

Aqua  Fontis, |  iv. 

Case  VII.  Eczema  Capitis, — ^Female,  22,  unmarried.  Appearances 
much  the  same  as  in  Case  III.  This .  is  also  in  this  case  a  disease  of 
chlorosis.  Patient  is  pale,  though  not  badly  nourished.  Her  periods 
began  at  eighteen,  and  now  continue  from  six  to  eight  days ;  are  ex- 
cessive also  in  quantity,  and  irregular.  Appetite  poor.  In  such  cases 
there  is  often  a  deposit  of  pigment  on  the  forehead  and  about  the 
mouth.  This  disease  or  form  of  eczema,  fiequently  occurs  in  anemic 
females.  Women  bearing  children  oflen  have  an  outbreak  of  it  after 
each  delivery,  which  vanishes  spontaneously,  soon  afler  again  becoming 
pregnant.  They  have  this  experience  year  after  year.  Earrings  are 
often  the  cause  of  eczema,  which  may  spread  rapidly  over  the  head 
and  face  ;  hence,  should  always  be  removed  in  cases  like  this.  Some 
cases  will  heal  with  their  removal,  without  other  treatment. 

Patient  ordered  to  apply  oil  to  the  head  at  night,  wash  thoroughly 
with  soap  and  water  in  the  morning,  and  afterwards  apply  01.  Cadini. 
Also  ordered  a  tonic  of  iron  and  quinine,  and  to  visit  the  clinic  again  in 
one  week. 

Several  other  cases  of  scabies  followed,  of  which  I  may  speak  in 
another  communication. 

Cask  VI II.  Eczema  Capitis, — Female  aged  30.     Head  covered  with 
whitish,  or  whitish-brown  scales,  with  the  skin   somewhat  reddened. 
Sometimes  called  pityriasis.     She  has  also  had  irregular  menstruation. 
Apply  daily — 

8     Tr.  Rusci., |  ss. 

Alcohol, • I  iss. 

Ether   Sulph., 3  iss. 

Misce. — Chicago  Medical  Examiner,  April,  1870. 
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Post-Partum  Retbntion  of  Urine. — M.  Mattei  read  last  week  a 
communication  on  this  subject  before  the  Paris  Academy  of  medicine, 
of  which  the  conclusions  are  as  follows  : 

1.  Retention  is  commonly  attributed  to  two  causes — swelling  of  the 
urethra,  in  consequence  of  contusion,  and  vesical  atpny. 

2.  Catheterism  in  such  cases  indicates  a  cause  as  important  as  these 
alluded  to. 

3.  During  the  last  period  of  pregnancy,  the  bladder  being  drawn 
upward  along  with  the  uterus,  the  urethral  canal  is  necessarily  elongated  ; 
so  that,  after  delivery,  the  uterus  descending  brings  the  bladder  with  it, 
and  the  urethral  canal  is  necessarily  shortened  by  twisting  and  folding 
on  itself. 

4.  It  is  difficult  to  obviate  this  accident ;  but  the  administration  of 
one  or  two  grammes  of  ergot  after  labor,  by  provoking  retraction  of 
the  uterus,  encourages  also  the  vesical  retraction,  so  as  to  render  re- 
tention less  frequent. 

5.  If  catheterism  be  requisite  on  failure  of  this  resource,  the  in- 
strument should  be  left  free  to  follow  its  own  course  through  the 
temporary  tortuosities  of  the  urethra. 

6.  Catheterism,  when  necessary,  readjusts  the  canal  so  perfectly  that 
it  is  not  required  after  one  or  two  occasions.  If  it  be  found  necessary 
to  repeat  it  frequently,  it  is  evident  that  we  have  to  deal,  not  with 
closure  of  the  urethra,  or  contusions,  or  even  vesical  inertia,  but  rather 
with  paralysis  of  the  organ,  which  will  require  other  treatment. — Med, 
Press  and  Circular, —  Cincinnati  Medical  Repertory ^  March,  1870. 


Indian  Hemp  in  Hydrophobia. — At  a  recent  meeting  (Dec.  2d)  of 
St.  Andrew's  Medical  Graduates'  Association,  a  communication  was 
read  from  Prof.  PoUi,  of  Milan,  recommending  the  use  of  Indian  hemp, 
in  large  doses,  in  Hydrophobia.  He  related  a  case  in  which,  although 
the  patient  died,  the  horror,  and  violence,  and  raving  which  torture 
hydrophobic  patients,  were  entirely  subdued  by  its  use. 

In  the  discussion  which  ensued.  Dr.  Ross  expressed  an  opinion  that 
the  frightful  symptoms  accompanying  attempts  to  swallow  were  not 
depending  on  a  mental  or  moral  cause,  but  resulted  from  physical  pain 
produced  by  any  act  of  deglutition.  He  related  a  case  which  he  had 
seen  lately,  in  which  Dr.  Lockhart  Clarke  discovered  no  lesion  of  the 
nervous  centres,  but  in  which  there  was  the  small  ulcer  in  the  back  of 
the  pharynx,  which  has  been  described  as  an  accompaniment  of  the 
disease. 


I 
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Professor  Polli  also  added  a  note  on  the  fact  that  coflee,  tea,  and 
cocoa  assist,  while  lemon  juice,  citric,  malic,  ascetic  and  tartaric  acids 
prevent,  the  action  of  Indian  hemp.  The  latter  may  truly  be  called 
antidotes. — Lancet, — Oregon  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter^  March,  1870. 


Bromide  of  Potassium  in  Dentition. — Dr.  Salvatore  Caro,  in  the 
Medical  Record,  strongly  recommends  the  local   application  of    this 
remedy  to  allay  irritation  of  the  gums  in  dentition.     He  says  :  "  In  the 
most  severe  cases  of  odontitis,  either  with  or  without  ulcerated  gums 
and  loose  bowels,  I  have   never  failed  to  relieve  the  child  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  bromide  of  potassium.     Almost  immediately  after  the 
first  rubbing  of  the  gums,  from  being  turgid,  swollen  and  red,  they 
assume   their  natural   color,   and  a  certain   amount  of  ease  is   felt. 
Saliva  commences  to  dribble;  and,  as  if  by  enchantment,   agiiation 
carpopedal  involuntary  motion,  vomiting  and  looseness  of  the  bowels 
disappear.      As  the  vomiting  and  diarrhea  in  this  case  are  not  the  con. 
sequence  of  gastro  enteretis,  but  of  an  excitement  oX  the  stomach  and 
the  intestinal  mucous  membrane,  owing  to  the  inflamed  condition  of 
the  gums,  I  suppose  it  will  never  be  cured,  either  by  scarification  nf  the 
^uxns,  or  by  the  use  of  astringents  or  anodynes;  but,  as  I  shill  hereafter 
J>i:'ove,  simply  by  the  use  of  bromide  of  potassium." — Dental   Cosmos. 
Oregon  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  March,  1870. 


IManagsmbnt  of  Pertussis. — In  Newark,   N.  J.,  most  ol  the  phy- 

siciians  send  their  patients  to  the  purifying  room  of  the  gas  works,  to 

^f>^nd  an  hour  or  two  daily,  the  inhalation  of  the  fumes  arising  from 

^h.^  gas  passing  through  lime  having  the  effect  of  moderating  and  sh^rt. 

^*xing  the  disease.     In  cases  where  it  is  inconvenient  to  visit  the  works. 

^^«i.:rbonate  of  lime  has  been  produced  therefrom,  and  placed  in  vessels 

^-^lt>out  the  room  in  quantities  sufiicient  to  impregnate  the  atmosphere 

^•i^xd  has  been  attended  with  good  results.     When  access  to  gis  works 

<i^iinot  be  had,  the  hydro  phenil,   which,   when   unpurified,   U  called 

^^nzine,  is  recommended  by  Braithwaite ;  and  the  same  results   oh 

'^^ined  as  from  a  residence  in  the  purifying  chambers  of  the  gas  works. 

Ten  or  fifteen  drops  are  given  in  a  little  water  to  a  child  every  day.  and 

sts  soon  as  it  is  asleep  a  few  drops  are  spt-inkled  on  the  pillow,  so  thnt 

the  smell  is  diffused  throughout  the  room. —  Trans,  Med.  Soc.  of  iV.  ./. 

- — Oregon  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  March  1870. 


Antagonism  of  Morphia  and  Atropia. — A  good  example  of  ihe 
antagonism  of  these  drugs  is  referred  to  in  the  Medical  Time^  at,d 


' 
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Gazette  for  Nov.  20,  as  occurriog  in  the  practice  of  M.  Behier.  In  this 
case  an  old  mscn  took  a  solution  of  sulphate  atropia,  prepared  for  oph- 
thalmoscopic purposes,  containing  one-fifth  of  a  grain.  He  experienced 
an  acid  taste  in  the  throat,  slight  embarrassment  in  the  movements  of 
the  tongue,  muscular  weakness^  a  difficulty  in  walking,  soon  amounting 
to  impossibility,  and  disturbance  of  vicion.  M.  Behier,  knowing  the 
antagonism  of  morphia  and  atropia  (described  by  Grafe  in  1862),  pre- 
scribed ten  drops  of  laudanum  every  ten  minutes.  Each  dose  diminished 
the  intensity  of  the  symptoms.  The  patient  took,  on  the  whole,  seventy- 
six  drops — a  dose  which,  if  he  had  not  previously  taken  the  atropia, 
would  have  undoubtedly  produced  symptoms  of  poisoning  by  opium. 
— Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  March,  1870. 


Subcutaneous  Injection  of  Morphia  in  Obstetric  Practice. — In 
an  interesting  paper  to  the  Leipzig  Obstetrical  Society,  Dr.  Kormakn 
stated  that  he  had  found  this  a  very  useful  practice  under  the  following 
circumstances :  1.  During  painful  dilatation  and  expulsory  periods, 
especially  in  primiparae  atid  in  narrow  pelvis.  2.  In  spasmodic  pains. 
3.  In  painful  complications  of  the  process  of  labor  in  general.  4.  In 
severe  afler  pains.  It  is  in  the  first  category  of  cases  that  he  has 
especially  employed  it,  injecting  both  thighs. — Med,  Times  and  Gazette. 
— Oregon  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  March,  1870. 


Mania  a  Potu. — Prof.  Howe  (Eclectic  Journal),  reports  successful 
treatment  of  mania  a  potu  hypodermically.  The  reinedies  used  were 
in  these  proportions : 

R  <  Water |  iv. 

Morphia g^-  U- 

Atropia gr.  j. 

M.  S. — Inject,  hypodermically,  from  thirty  to  sixty  drops. —  Chi- 
cago Medical  Journal,  April,  1870. 


Use  of  Quinine  Hypodermically. — Dr.  Starbly,  of  Texas,  is  in 
the  habit  of  giving  quinine  by  hypodermic  injections.  Its  effects  are 
more  prompt  and  permanent,  and  several  patients  to  whom  he  has 
given  it  now  refuse  to  take  it  by  the  mouth.  He  employs  a  solution  of 
thirty-two  grains  to  an  ounce  of  distilled  water,  with  ten  drops  of 
sulphuric  acid.  Of  this  mixture  he  injects  half  a  drachm  in  a  single 
puncture. — Pkila,  University  Jour. —  Oregon  Medicul  and  Surgical 
Reporter,  March,  1870. 
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IPECACUANHA  IN  DIAEEHCEA  AND  VOMITING  IN 

PEEGNANCY. 


Lawrence^  Ma^s.,  Feb.  23c/,  1870. 
Messrs  Editors  of  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
I  have  prescribed  Ipecacuanha  in  cases  of  diarrhoea  in  children 
'  with  marked  effect.     I  usually  rub  it  up  with  sugar,  so  that  the  child 
will  not  taste  the  drug,  and  give  from  an  eighth  of  a  grain  to  one  and  a 
half  grains  at  a  dose,  a?  often  as  the  case  may  require ;  from  three 
times  daily  to  a  dose  every  hour.     There  are  cases  thtit  are  taken  with 
vomiting  and  purging.     Ipecacuanha  is  one  of  the  best  remedies  in  the 
whole  list,  for  this  class  of  cases.     I  have  a  list  of  nearly  thirty  cases 
that  I  have  treated  with  Ipecacuanha  alone,  all  terminated  in  health. 

This  is  an  old  remedy  and  a  good  one.    I  prefer  the  powder  if  it  is 
disguised  as  above.     I  have  used  it  ako  for  vomiting  in  pregnancy.     It 
will  remove  the  nausea  very  quickly  and  in  many  cases  permanently 
used  in  half  grain  dosei^,  rubbed  up  with  sugar. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHAELES  M.  FELLOWS,  M.  D. 


Sanders'  Store,  Car  tent  Co.,  K  C,  April  9th,  1870. 
Messrs.  Tilden  &  Co.     Gentlemen  : 

In  the  February  No.  of  the  Journal  is  an  article  reported  by  the 
Ed.  Committee  through  John  Hughes  Bsnnst,  M.  D.,  after  two  years 
investigation  denying  to  Mercury,  Podophyllin,  and  Taraxacum  any 
chologogue  property — but  on  the  contrary  the  first  and  second  in 
purgative  doses  actually  diminishes  the  biliary  secretions,  while  Tarax- 
acum has  no  material  influence  over  the  animal  economy  in  any  way. 
My  object  in  infringing  on  your  valuable  space,  is  to  ask  if  the  views 
of  the  Edinburg  Committee  are  correctly  founded,  how  is  it  that  a 
copious  discharge  of  bile  follows  a  purgative  dose  of  calomel  1  Again, 
why  in  jaundice,  a  disease  characterized  by  a  want  of  bile  in  the  stools, 
do  the  stools  become  natural  and  healthy  in  administering  preparations 
of  mercury?  These  are  facts  familiar  to  every  practitioner,  and  if  the 
bile  is  not  increased  but  diminished,  how  can  mercury  effect  a  cure 
where  the  bile  is  already  wanting. 

Yours,  &;c. 

J.  W.  SANDEES,  M.  D. 
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FLUID  EXTEACT  SOCOTEINE  ALOES. 
This  preparation  represents  for  each  pint  one  pound  of  aloes,   and 
contains  all  the  aromatic  cathartic  properties  of  aloes,  deprived  of  the 
griping  effects,  and  will  be  found  very  convenient  by  the  profession. 

Ohio. — "  Your  remarks  touching  adulterations  of  fluid  extracts,  are 
well  timed  and  proper.  My  experience  is  that  yours  are  the  most  re- 
liable of  any  made.  We  cannot  as  a  profession,  afford  to  experiment 
with  every  new  kind  offered,  and  you  cannot  certainly  afford  to  trifle 
with  your  well  earned  reputation  by  giving  us  any  but  those  that  are 
full  strength." 

Missouri. — "Your  Journal  being  the  only  Journal  published  that 
treats  upon  vegetable  materia  medica  in  an  intelligent  way,  is  always 
welcome.  When  delays  of  the  mails  keep  it  back  a  few  days,  I  miss 
it  much.     Every  Physician  should  read  it.*' 

California. — "  Your  Physicians'  Diary  is  at  hand.  I  cannot  say 
anything  else  than  that  ife  is  the  most  complete  and  best  arranged  of  any 
of  the  kind  1  have  ever  seen  or  used ;  and  your  journal  I  am  happy 
to  see  holds  its  high  position." 

Wisconsin. — I  feel  I  cannot  do  without  your  Journal  for  it  is 
a  publication  I  have  long  felt  the  need  of  and  find  it  is  just  what  I 
desired  previously,  but  could  not  obtain  from  any  other  Journals  pub- 
lished. 

Georgia. — Your  Diary '  exceeds  all  others  in  material  taste  and 
mechanism.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I  prefer  your  preparations 
to  any  others  used  by  profession  in  this  section.  They  give  greater 
satisfaction  than  the  make  of  any  others. 

Tbnnessek. — "  Allow  me  to  say  that  your  Fluid  Extracts  are  used 
with  far  greater  satisfaction  than  any  I  have  ever  used,  and  I  must  add 
that  from  their  uniform  strength  their  medicinal  effects  ne\rer  disappoint 
me.     Would  that  I  could  always  get  them,  as  I  desire  to  use  them." 

New  York. — "I  should  feel  lost  without  your  Journal,  and  would  dis- 
continue others  rather  than  be  without  it." 

Vermont.—"  Please  send  me  your  Journal  and  other  publications, 
the  medical  profession  owe  you  much  for  your  valuable  publications 
on  materia  medica.  More  is  due  to  you  than  any  other  person,  and 
the  uniformity  of  strength  of  your  preparations  ensures  success  in  their 
administration." 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  Names,  Toton^ 
Couf*ty  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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JUGLANS  CINEREA. 

{Butternut) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,    M.   D. 


This  tree  belongs  to  the  natuml  order  Juglandacece,  of  DeCand. 
Linnaeus  located  it  in  natural  order  Armentacece  ;  Jessieu,  in  order 
Terebiniacece. 

In  the  sexual  system,  butternut  appertains  to  class  Moncecia^  and 
order  Polyandricu 

GrENERic  CHARACTER. — Staminatc  flowers — ^ament  imbricate ; 
scales  generally  5parted ;  stamens  18  to  86. 

Pistillate  flowers — calyx  4-cleft,  superior;  corol  4-cleft  or  4- 
parted ;  styles  1  or  2 ;  drupe  partly  spongy ;  nut  rugose  and 
irregularly  furrowed. 

Specific  Character — The  flowers  appear  in  May  before  the 
leaves  are  fully  expanded.  Leafets  numerous,  lanceolate,  serrate, 
rounded  at  the  base,  soft-pubescent  beneath ;  petioles  villose;  fruit 
oblong-ovate,  viscid,  long-peduncled  ;•  nut  roughly  sculptured. 
Fruit  ripens  in  September  and  October. 

18 
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Habitat. — ^Indigenous  in  North  America.  It  is  abundant  in 
the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  also  in  Canada,  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  Missouri.  * 

PBOPKRTiBa — ^Mild  cathartic  and  tonic ;  to  which  some  authors 
have  added  to  its  active  principle,  juglandin,  alterative,  cholo- 
gogue,  and  diuretia    In  large  doses  it  is  said  to  be  emetic. 

History. — ^Juglans  is  a  contraction  of  jovisglans,  the  acorn  of 
Jupiter,  from  its  goodness. 

Some  English  botanists  have  described  fourteen  diflferent  species 
ot  juglans,  some  of  which  are  now  found  in  the  genus  Carya. 

Dr.  Bigelow  observes: — "The  sap  of  the  Butternut  tree  is 
saccharine,  like  that  of  the  Maple,  and  may  be  procured  in  large 
quantities.  In  the  third  volume  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural 
Repository  is  an  account  of  an  experiment  made  on  this  tree  by 
Mr.  M.  P.  Gray.  He  states  that  four  trees,  the  trunks  of  which 
were  only  from  eight  to  ten  inches  in  diameter,  produced  in  one  day 
nine  quarts  of  sap,  from  which  was  made  one  pound  and  a  quarter  of 
sugar.  This  quantity,  it  appears  from  his  statement,  is  equal  if 
not  superior  to  that  which  the  Maple  affords  in  the  same  vicinity. 
The  inner  bark  of  the  root  contains  a  larger  portion  of  medicinal 
virtue  than  any  other  part  of  the  tree,  yet  in  making  the  extract, 
the  bark  is  commonly  used  from  the  trunk  and  limbs.  A  decoction 
of  the  bark  ha^  been  used  in  domestic  practice  for  piiysic.  Butter- 
nut is  spoken  of  as  a  mild  cathartic,  operating  without  pain  or 
irritation,  and  resembling  rhubarb  in  the  property  of  evacuating 
without  debilitating  the  bowels. 

It  is  said  to  have  been  much  employed  during  the  revolutionary 
war  by  Dr.  Eush  and  other  physicians  attached  to  the  army,  and 
was  highly  esteemed.  Dr.  Barton,  in  his  collections^  speaks  very 
highly  of  this  agent. 

Juglandin  is  the  active  principle  of  the  juglans  cinerea,  or 
butternut  In  doses  of  from  one  to  two  grains,  the  juglandin  is 
said  to  act  as  a  drastic  purga  Prof  Paine  says,  if  it  be  continued, 
it  is  followed  by  a  peculiar  exanthematous  eruption  very  much 
resembling  the  flush  of  scarlatina* 

Dr.  Coe  observes : — "  It  (juglandin)  corrects  the  acrimony  of  the 
secretions,  neutralizes  acidity,  obviates  the  tendency  to  fermentative 
decomposition  of  the  food,  stimulates  the  hepatic  secretions,  resolves 
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biliarj  deposits,  deterges  and  soothes  the  irritability  of  the  mucous 
surfaces,  promotes  peristalljiQ  activity,  and  gives  tone  to  the  de- 
purative  functions  of  the  kidneys.  From!  this  statement  of  its 
capabilities,  it  will  be  seen  that  its  range  of  application  is  ex- 
tensive." 

Dr.  Bigelow  says,  that  ten  or  twelve  grains  of  the  extract,  made 
of  the  inner  bark  of  this  tree,  operate  gently,  and  twenly  or  thirty 
grains  with  considerable  activity  on  the  bowels.  He  adds:  ''It 
has  been  used  for  many  years  in  this  town  by  the  most  respectable 
practitioners.  The  late  Dr.  Warren  thought  highly  of  its  efficacy, 
and  employed  it  extensively  in  various  complainta" 

Speaking  of  juglandin,  Dr.  King  remarks : — "  So  far  as  employed, 
this  article  has  answered  an  admirable  purpose  as  a  laxative  and 
cathartic;  in  doses  of  from  one  to  five  grains ;  and  will  probably 
prove  an  invaluable  agent.'' 

'    Dr.  MTheters,  of  Missouri,  who  has  used  the  extract  of  the  bark 
with  success  in  sevei-al  diseases,  unites  it  with  castile  soap,  for  the  - 
purpose  of  correcting  an  acrimony  which  has  sometimes  been  found 
in  it.     The  efficacy  of  the  extract  is  greatly  increased  by  com- 
bining it  with  jalap,  rhubarb,  ipecacuanha,  or  calomel.  ^ 

Therapeutics. 

Constipation. — Edwards  and  Vavasseur  remark,  in  their 
Manual  of  Materia  Medica,  p.  405,  that  the  extract  is  thought  to 
be  particularly  applicable  as  an  aperient  in  habitual  constipation, 
as  it  is  less  apt,  than  most  other  cathartics,  to  leave  the  bowels  in 
a  state  of  languor  or  costiveness. 

Pereira,  by  Wood,  p.  406,  says : — "  It  is  a  pretty  certain  mild 
cathartic,  operating  without  pain  or  irritation,  and  evacuating  the 
alimentary  canal  without  depletion."  Costiveness  is  one  of  the 
affections  for  which  Pereira  prescribes  this  agent. 

The  J7.  aS  Dispensafjory  refers  to  this  remedy  as  especially  ap- 
plicable to  cases  of  habitual  costiveness. 

Dr.  Bigelow  remarks : — "  From  numerous  trials  which  I  have 
made  with  this  medicine,  it  appears  to  me  to  possess  the  qualities 
of  an  usefiil  and  innocent  laxative.  When  fresh  and  properly 
prepared,  it  is  very  certain  in  its  effects,  and  leaves  the  bowels  in  a 
good  state.    In  ca^es  of  habitual  costiveness  it  is  to  be  prefered  to 
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more  stimulating  cathartics,  and  many  persons  whose  state  of  health 
has  rendered  them  dependent  on  the  use  of  laxative  medicines*'  have 
given  this  the  preference  after  the  trial  of  a  variety  of  other 
medicinea"  It  will  greatly  enhance  the  eflficiency  of  this  drug  m 
removing  constipation,  to  administer  it  in  conjunction  with  small 
doses  of  extract  of  nux.  Pills  composed  of  extract  of  juglans, 
hyoscyamus,  and  nux,  will  be  found  serviceable  in  the  treatment 
of  this  malady. 

Juglandin,  observes  Pi'of.  Paine,  is  also  used  as  an  excitant  to- 
the  mucous  membmne,  in  cases  of  chronic  constipation. 

Dysentery.^—ln  most  cases  of  dysentery  where  cathartics  are  in- 
dicated, the  extract  of  juglans  cinerea,  or  juglandin,  will  be  apposite 
Dr.  Warren,  as  quoted  in  Bigdow's  Materia  Medka^  v.  2.  p.  119,. 
thought  highly  of  this  agent  in  the  treatment  of  dysentery. 

Dr.  Bigelow  observes : — "  During  the  revolutionary  war,  when 
foreign  medicines  were  scarce,  this  extract  was  resorted  to  by  many 
of  the  army  surgeons,  as  a  substitute  for  more  expensive  imported 
drugs.  In  dysentery  it  seems  at  one  time  to  have  acquired  a  sort 
of  specific  reputation.  A  patent  medicine,  says  Doct  Bigelow,  long 
vended  in  tliis  State,  (Mass.)  under  the  name  of  Chamberlain's 
Bilious  Cordial,  was  a  tincture  of  this  bark  combined  with  various 
aromatic  seeds.  After  having  sufficiently  evacuated  the  bowels  in 
dysentery,  with  the  extract  of  this  bark,  or  with  its  active  principle- 
juglandin,  the  usual  treatment  should  be  adopted  of  opium  and 
camphor  in  such  doses,  and  intervals,  as  the  indications  may  suggest. 
Gelsemin,  the  active  principle  of  the  gelseminum  sempervirens,  is- 
well  worthy  of  a  trial  after  the  use  of  juglandin. 

Cutantous  Affections, — In  medicinal  doses.  Prof.  Paine  says  that 
juglandin  acts  specifically  as  a  tonic  to  the  mucous  membrane  and 
dermoid  tissue;  hence  its  great  value  in  exanthematousc  evers  and 
chronic  cutaneous  aflfections.  He  says  that  he  has  used  this  article 
extensively  in  skin  diseases,  in  combination  with  anti-periodics. 
The  idea  of  combining  anti-periodics  with  remedies  which  act  upon 
the  skin  for  cutaneous  aflfections,  was  first  suggested  to  him  by  the 
beneficial  influence  derived  from  arsenical  preparations.  Having 
for  a  long  time  used  arsenic  as  an  anti-periodic,  he  was  led  to 
«uppose  that  the  beneficial  influence  of  the  drug  in  skin  disease&^ 
was  dependent  upon  its  anti-periodic  properties ;  and  in  this  he  has. 
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been  fully  confirmed  by  the  extensive  use  of  anti-periodics,  in 
<;ombinatioa  with  remedies  that  operate  specifically  upon  the  skiri. 
Prof.  P.  continues: — "The  juglandin,  as  I  have  previously  re- 
marked, acts  as  a  direct  stimulant  and  tonic  to  the  cutaneous 
•surfeces:  hence  I  have  used  it  in  chronic  eczema,  herpes,  pemphi- 
gus, rupia,  acne,  impetigo,  ecthyma,  lichens,  prurigo,  ichthyosis, 
moluscum,  and  in  all  other  forms  of  cutaneous  diseases,  and  have 
found  it  to  act  with  more  certainty  in  these  alBPections  than  any 
other  preparation  or  single  drug  that  I  have  used.  In  chronic 
herpes  and  eczema  I  have  found  this  remedy  combined  with 
quinine,  almost  a  specific.  My  usual  method  of  administering  it 
in  these  affections,  is  one-sixteenth  of  a  grain  of  juglandin,  and 
one-half  grain  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  four  or  five  times  a  day.  In 
some  cases  I  have  found  that  a  large  dose  of  the  juglandin  would 
operate  beneficially,  while  in  others  a  much  smaller  portion  would 
be  all  that  would  be  required.  In  the  acute  forms  of  cutaneous 
diseases,  the  juglandin  appears  rather  too  excityig  and  stimulating. 
A  very  convenient  form  of  preparing  this  renledy,  is  to  triturate 
one  or  two  drams  with  sugar,  and  then  add  a  suitable  portion  of 
fiimple  syrup,  and  administer  it  alone,  or  in  combination  with 
quinine,  as  the  case  may  indicate." 

Dr.  King  says  that  the  juice  of  the  rind  of  the  black  walnut 
{Juglans  Nigra)  is  said  to  remove  ringworm  and  tetter.  Some 
eases  of  cutaneous  diseases  will  respond  favorably  to  the  use  of 
juglandin  internally,  and  carbolic  acid  and  glycerine  externally 
applied.  Some  of  these  diseases,  such  as  psoriasis  and  lepriasis,  are 
the  most  unsatisfectoiy  cases  to  treat  of  any  in  the  whole  catalogue 
of  nosology.  Juglandin  may  be  r^arded  as  a  valuable  adjuvant 
in  the  treatment  of  cutaneous  diseases,  in  as  much  as  it  will  be 
found  valuable  in  regulating  the  bowels,  apd  promoting  digestion. 

Indigestion, — The  most  active  or  varied  means  employed  to  re- 
store the  functions  of  the  organs  of  digestion  will  be  frequently 
inefficacious,  if  the  office  of  the  liver  be  imperfectly  performed. 
The  biliary  secretion  should  therefore  be  promoted  or  corrected  by 
frequent  doses  of  muriate  of  ammonia,  or  an  occasional  dose  of 
blue  pill ;  and  the  bowels  preserved  moderately  open,  by  the  em- 
ployment of  juglandin,  in  doses  sufficient  for  the  accomplishment 
of  that  object,  alternated  with  small  doses  of  hydrastin. 
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Dr.  Coe  observes : — ^^  In  indigestion  accompanied  with  gastric 
irritability^  flatulence,  acid  eructations,  eta,  we  have  employed  the 
juglandin  with  the  most  gratifying  succees."  Cutaneous  eruptions, 
both  acute  and  chronic,  frequently  are  associated  with  the  more 
protracted  states  of  this  malady,  for  the  relief  of  which,  this  agent 
promises  to  be  as  much,  or  more  useful,  than  any  other  single 
remedy.  Nitrate  of  silver,  in  half-grain  doses,  thrice  daily,  has 
been  advocated  in  this  affection,  also  sulphate  of  iron,  or  quinine; 
these  remedie6,.if  indicated,  may  be  employed  in  conjunction  with 
juglandin,  to  regulate  the  bowels,  and  to  restore  the  secretions  of 
the  system  to  a  normal  condition.  Pills  of  extract  of  juglans  cinerea. 
hyoscyamus,  and  trisnitrate  of  bismuth,  one  grain  of  each,  will  be 
foU  useful  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady  '  The  juglandin  may 
be  safely  recommended  in  the  treatment  of  indigestion,  in  all  cases 
in  which  a  laxative  medicine  may  be  indicated.  Pepsin  is  es- 
pecially usefiil,  obsery^es  Dr.  BaUard,  in  gastric  disturbances  follow- 
ing the  use  of  animal  food.  It  is  said  that  even  the  severest  cases  of 
gastralgia  are  almost,  as  by  a  miracle,  relieved  by  its  use.  It  may- 
be given,  coDJpined  with  juglandin^  which  does  not  at  all  impede 
its  therapeutic  action.  Sometimes  the  extract  of  hop,  in  com- 
bination with  juglandin,  will  be  found  very  serviceable  in  the 
treatment  of  this  affection. 

Dr.  Waring  inculcates  the  use  of  calumba  in  dyspepsia;  he 
observes: — "In  Dyspepsia^  in  which  irritation  of  the  sUyufKwh  is  a 
prominent  symptom^  there  are  few  medicines  which  have  proved 
more  generally  useful  than  Calumba,  given  in  the  form  of  infusion. 
It  effectually  allays  the  irritation,  strengthens  the  digestive  organs, 
increases  the  appetite,  and  gives  a  tone  to  the  system  generally. 
It  may  be  advantageously  combined  with  other  tonics  or  sedatives, 
particularly  with  Prussic  Acid." 

Calumba  can  be  combined  with  few  remedies  more  efficient  in 
the  treatment  of  indigestion,  than  juglandin.  This  combination 
meets  many  of  the  indications  presented  in  this  malady.  As  a 
tonic,  alterative,  and  laxative,  no  more  efficient  prescription  could 
be  made  in  which  these  properties  are  indicated. 

Jaundice, — All  the  medical  properties  requisite  for  the  treatment 
of  jaundice,  are  to  be  found  in  juglandin.  It  is  said  to  operate  by 
way  of  eminence  upon  the  secretions  of  the  liver,  and  to  give  tone 
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to  the  depurative  functions  of  the  kidneys,  Hydriodate  of  potash 
is  a  good  alterative  to  employ  in  conjunction  with  the  juglandin 
in  the  treatment  of  jaundice.  Various  other  remedies  can  be 
associated  with  this  agent  in  the  management  of  this  malady,  such 
as  conium,  sanguinaria,  chlorate  of  potash,  etc.  In  relation  to  the 
latter  drug,  Odier,  of  Geneva,  is  quoted  by  Dr.  Still6  as 
asserting  that  he  had  cured,  by  means  of  this  preparation,  not  only 
spasmodic  jaundice,  but  even  cases  which  appeared  to  depend 
upon  a  biliary  calulus,  or  some*  other  impediment  to  the  discharge 
of  the  bile.  Dr.  Macbride  is  quoted  by  Waring,  as  having  used 
sanguinaria  with  evident  advantage.  In  his  hands  the  powder 
(gr.  ij — V.)  or  infusion,  was  found  preferable  to  the  tincture.  Dr. 
Mothershead  is  also  mentioned  as  highly  lauding  the  value  of  this 
agent  as  an  excitant  of  the  liver  when  given  in  alterative  doses. 
In  jaundice,  depending  upon  hepatic  derangement.  Dr.  Graves  is 
quoted  by  W,  as  observing  that  after  you  have  succeeded  in 
producing  bilious  evacuations,  you  should  never  omit  prescribing 
an  active  aperient  every  second  or  third  day,  for  the  space  of  ten 
days  or  ^  fortnight,  with  the  view  of  carrying  oft  the  remains  of 
the  disease,  so  as  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a  relapse.  He  adds, 
this  is  simple  but  si^ccessful  practice,  and  one  that  should  never  be 
omitted.  In  following  the  very  timely  remarks  of  Dr.  G. — Jug- 
landin  should  be  employed,  as  the  most  appropriate  aperient  in  this 
malady. 

Hcemorrhoids, — This  affection  may  arise  from  various  causes, 
and  be  often  complicated  with  other  maladies,  hence  the  treatment 
must  be  various,  and  dictated  to  some  extent  by  the  pathology  of 
each  case.  The  history  of  this  malady  proves  its  existence  and 
recognition  in  the  early  dawn  of  medical  science.  From  the  days 
of  Hippocrates  to  the  present  time,  remedies  have  been  vaunted 
as  specifics  in  the  treatment  of  this  harassing  affection,  which  ex- 
perience has  taught,  are  not  only  worthless,  but  in  many,  instances 
hazardous.  One  very  important  object,  is  to  keep  the  bowels  in  a 
good  condition  in  the  treatment  of  this  complaint,  either  extreme 
is  prejudicial.  Juglandin  should  be  administered  in  doses  suf&cient 
to  procure  one  evacuation  daily.  Populin,  given  in  combination 
with  this  agent,  is  recommended  by  some  in  this  malady. 
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The  following  was  a  favorite  formula  of  Dr.  Coe : 

51     Leptandrin        -        -        -        -.       - 

Juglandin      -         -         -  -         -        aii   3  j. 

Form  a  mass  with  mucilage  of  gum  arable,  and  divide  into 
thirty  pills.  Dose — one,  two  or  three  times  a  day.  In  relation  to 
this  prescription,  he  says  that  he  has  used  it  with  great  success  in 
the  cure  of  constipation  and  piles. 

He  adds: — "  We  recently  treated  a  case  of  the  latter  complaint, 
accompanied  with  frequent  hemorrhage  from  the  rectum,  of  twelve 
years  standing.  A  short  time  after  commencing  the  use  of  the 
above  remedy,  the  patient  discharged  considerable  quantities  of 
false  membrane  in  shreds  and  patches,  and  a  number  of  pieces 
several  inches  in  length,  forming  complete  tubes.  The  evacuation 
of  this  matter  was  attended  with  an  amelioration  of  all  the  symptoms, 
and  at  the  present  time  the  patient  declares  himself  well.  The 
bowels  are  regular,  appetite  good,  the  hemorrhage  has  ceased,  and 
the  distressing  pain  so  long  experienced  beneath  the  sacrum  entirely 
gone."  Prof.  Paine  has  a  high  opinion  of  phytolaccin  in  the 
treatment  of  haemorrhoids  and  prolapsus  anL  Phytolaccin,  oc- 
casionally alternated  with  juglandin,  will  be  found  serviceable"  in 
this  complaint 

Dr.  Waring  observes,  p.  245  of  his  work : — "  In  haemorrhoids 
or  piles  of  long  standing,  particularly  when  occurring  in  old 
persons,  copaiba,  in  doses  of  gutt  xv — xxv,  thrice  daily,  is  pro- 
ductive of  great  benefit  CuUen  states  that  he  has  often  employed 
it  with  success.''  Should  the  cases  in  which  the  copaiba  is  used 
require  an  aperient,  none  more  apposit  than  juglandin,  or  phyto- 
laccin can  be  devised. 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs, — Prof.  Paine  says  that  juglandin 
increases  slightly  the  action  of  the  kidneys,  and  has  been  used  in 
small  doses  to  correct  urinal  difficulties. 

Dr.  Coe  observes: — "For  the  relief  of  ischuri,  eneuresis,  and 
kindred  disorders  of  the  urinary  apparatus,  the  juglandin  will 
operate  most  efficiently  in  combination  with  populin."  He  also 
mentions  that: — 

9     Juglandin 3  ss. 

Leptandrin 3  ss 

Xanthoxylin 3    i. 

Mucil'aeacia q.  s. 
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Form  a  mass  and  divide  into  twenty  pills,  these  will  be  found 
■excellent  for  the  relief  of  scalding  of  the  urine  in  pregnant  females, 
iind  in  the  treatment  of  cystitis  and  urethral  inflammation. 

Fevers. — Juglandin,  as  a  laxative  and  cathartic,  being  devoid 
of  irritant  properties,  is  said  to  be  exceedingly  useful  in  fevers, 
whenever  such  a  remedy  is  indicated.  In  medicinal  doses,  Prof. 
Paine  states  that  this  agent  acts  specifically  as  a  tonic  to  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels,  and  dermoid  tissue ;  hence  its 
great  value  in  exanthematous  fevers  and  chronic  cutaneous  af- 
fections. In  most  cases  of  fevers  where  an  evacuation  of  the 
howels  is  desirable,  juglandin  will  be  found  preferable  to  any  other 
cathartic.  It  may  be  united  with  other  remedies  when  indicated ; 
it  acts  favorably  in  conabination  with  blue  pill,  calomel,  etc. 
Some  speak  highly  of  its  use  as  a  laxative  in  the  treatment  of  in- 
termittent and  remittent  fevers.  The  Medical  Profession  have,  as 
a  general  rule,  regarded  this  agent  simply  as  a  mild  cathartic,  a 
small  number  who  have  closely  investigated  its  virtues,  award  to 
it  many  other  more  important  properties,  and  extend  the  em- 
ployment of  this  drug  over  a  wider  margin,  regarding  its  laxative 
property  as  the  most  unimportant 

One  author  remarks  that  the  greatest  benefit  derived  from  the 
employment  of  juglandin,  is  in  chronic  inflammation  of  the  derma. 

Many  other  diseases  might  be  mentioned,  for  the  treatment  of 
which,  this  agent  has  been  highly  lauded;  one  writer  says  that 
juglandin  has  been  of  much  value  in  ozsena  and  catarrhal  affections ; 
its  properties  must  settle  its  usefalness,  and  indicate  its  employment 
in  diseases. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  -  -  -  Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 
Solid  Extract    -        -        -  "   5  to  20  grains. 

Juglandin      -         -        -        -        "      1  to  5  grains. 

PILLS  OF  BUTTERNUT  AND  JALAP. 

Solid  Extract  of  Butternut,  One  and  a  quarter  drams. 
Solid  Extract  of  Jalap  -  Three  quarters  dram. 
Soap Ten  grains. 

Mix,  and  divide  into  fifteen  pills.  Three  or  four  at  a  dose,  and 
more.if  these  do  not  operate. 
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INHALATION. 


BV    BENJAMIN    C.    THOMPSON,    M.    P.,    IOWA. 


[Read  before  the  Pennsylvania  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  January  28,  1870  J 
In  the  use  of  therapeutics  in  the  cure  of  disease  there  are  two  modes 
of  application — by  direct  application  and  by  indirect.  In  the  indirect 
method  the  remedy  is  first  taken  into  the  stomach,  digested,  absorbed 
into  the  blood,  then  conveyed  by  the  blood  to  the  diseased  structure. 
By  the  direct  mode  of  applying  remedies  they  are  thrown  into  the 
diseased  structure  at  once,  thereby  avoiding  the  loss  of  time,  also  the 
loss  of  strength  in  the  remedy.  One  of  these  methods  of  direct  ap- 
plication we  propose  to  discuss  in  this  article. 

By  inhalation  is  meant  the  local  application  of  remedies,  by  in- 
spiration of  air  containing  them  in  small*  atoms.  This  mode  of  med- 
ication cannot  be  applied  ta  all  diseases  that  mankind  is  heir  to,  but 
to  those  that  can  be  reached  by  ducts,  or  canals  leading  to  them ;  of 
'these  there  are  many — comprising  the  most  important  and  fatal  that 
the  physician  meets  with  in  practice.  What  physician  will  think  of 
using  his  remedies  in  this  form  of  disease  according  to  the  old  plan  of 
treatment,  when  he  can  treat  them  with  more  ease  and  success  by  the 
new  ?  We  may  call  it  new,  for  until  a  few  years  ago  this  method  of 
treatment  was  comparatively  unknown.  Sales  Giron  first  constructed 
a  movable  apparatus  for  the  purpose  of  inhalation,  about  the  year  1858. 
Since  then  a  new  era  in  medication  has  been  opened  to  the  mt^^dical 
profession.  Yet  it  has  not  met  with  that  approbation  that  its  merits 
deserve.  Many  of  the  physicians  to  day  do  not  use  it,  and  scarcely 
know  that  such  an  apparatus  for  this  kind  of  medication  exists.  There 
have  been  objections  urged  against  its  use,  generally  without  foundation. 
Some  object  to  it  thinking  that  the  atomized  fluid  cannot  penetrate  to 
the  air  cells  of  the  lungs. 

If  this  is  the  only  objection,  still  there  are  many  diseases  that  are 
easily  reached.  Let  us  examine  of  its  not'  penetrating  the  lungs.  We 
have  proof  that  atoms  of  a  larger  and  harder  substance  than  the 
atomized  spray  has  reached  the  lungs.  We  will  take  th^  metal-grinder, 
for  instance.  Post  mortem  examinations  are  on  record,  where  their 
lungs  have  been  found  filled  with  the  minute  particles  of  metal,  inhaled 
by  them  while  following  their  occupation.  Again,  in  post-mortem  ex- 
aminations of  coal  miners'  lungs,  they  have  been  found  utterly  black 
with  the  coal  dust  inhaled  by  them  while  in  the  coal  pits.  Substancea 
of  even  greater  magnitude  have  been  lodged  in  the  bronchial  tubes* 


Inhalation,  208 

Two  cases  occurred  in  my  vicinity.  One  a  boy  swallowed  a  bean, 
which  caused  death ;  after  death  the  bean  was  found  imbedded  in  the 
luog.  The  other  swallowed  a  grain  of  corn ;  after  death  it  was  found 
in  the  bronchial  tubes.  Again  we  inhale  malaria,  which  is  taken  into 
the  lungs,  absorbed  into  the  blood,  and  forms  disease.  This,  we  think, 
is  conduaive  evidence  that  the  fine  atomised  spray  will  penetrate 
through  the  most  minute  air  cells  in  the  lungs. 

In  the  use  of  remedies  by  inhalation,  the  cold  and  hot  spray  are  used. 
There  are  many  kinds  of  apparatus  used.  Of  these,  space  will  but 
admit  of  the  description  of  two,  one  for  cold  the  other  for  hot  spray. 
In  the  cold  spray,  a  long  rubber  tube  expanded  into  a  ball  in  the 
middle  and  one  at  the  end.  At  the  other  end  is  attached  a  pair  of 
glass  tubes,  at  right  angles  with  each  other.  At  the  outer  end  chese 
tubes  contract  into  a  mere  capillary  opening ;  the  horizontal  tube  is 
attached  to  the  rubber  tube ;  the  perpendicular  dips  doWn  into  a  bottle 
containing  the  fluid  to  be  atomized.  To  operate  it,  press  the  ball  at  the 
end  of  the  tube ;  this  will  cause  the  air  to  pass  out  through  the 
horizontal  tube,  causing  a  vacuum  in  the  other ;  the  fluid  ascends  by 
aspiration,  and  is  turned  into  a  mist  as  it  leaves  the  small  opening. 
This  instrument  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  local  aneesthesia,  or  atomizing 
any  liquid  for  cold  inhalation. 

The  second  kind  is  used  when  it  is  necessary  to  use  the  hot  spray. 
It  consists  of  a  boiler  placed  over  a  spirit  lamp ;  from  the  top  of  this 
boiler  a  tube  ascends  and  is  bent  into  a  horizontal  position ;  a  cup  is 
fastened  to  the  side  of  the  boiler ;  into  this  the  perpendicular  tube  dips ; 
the  cup  is  a  reservoir  for  the  remedy ;  the  steam  rushing  out  of  the  tube 
from  the  boiler  acts  in  the  same  manner  as  the  air  in  the  cold  spray, 
causing  the  liquid  to  ascend  and  mix  with  the  steam.  To  prevent  the 
steam  from  enveloping  the  face,  a  shield  is  used  which  consists  of  a  tube, 
wide  at  one  end  and  narrow  at  the  other.  The  wide  end  is  placed  next 
the  steam,  and  the  narrow  end  next  the  patient.  The  hot  spray  is  the 
best,  as  in  the  use  of  it  no  exertion  is  required  on  the  part  of  the 
patient.  In  the  use  of  this  mode  of  treatment  some  points  must  be 
observed,  or,  if  neglected,  may  produce  harm.  The  physician  must 
caution  the  patients  against  overdoing  themselves  on  the  first  trial, 
causing  them  to  be  covered  with  perspiration  and  attacked  with  giddiness 
and  headache. 

If  the  patient  is  very  sensative,  begin  the  inhalations  with  simple 
water  or  milk  and  water.  Let  the  patient  begin  by  about  twenty 
minutes  sitting,  in  that  time  making  not  more  than  seventy-five  in- 
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halations,  resting,  in  the  meantime,  afVer  every  two  or  three  inhalations, 
thus  preventing  fatigue  and  exhaustion.  Any  remedy  thaii  is  soluble 
may  be  atomized  and  used  by  inhalation.  The.  remedy  applied  is  u^ed 
in  smaller  doses  than  when  it  is  taken  into  the  stomach.  Atomized 
medicated  fluids  may  be  used  in  all  the  diseases  of  the  mouth,  nose, 
fauces,  and  ail  the  diseases  of  the  respiratory  canal ;  particularly  useful 
in  tubercular  or  syphilitic  ulcerations  oi  the  larynx,  phthisis^  croup, 
bronchitis,  hooping  cough,  aphonia  and  many  others.  Consumption, 
that  dread  <)isease  to  the  profession,  that  annually  carries  off  so  many 
people,  that  has  bafHed  all  the  old  I'emedies  that  have  been  used,  gives 
way  to  remedies  used  by  inhalation.  Biekel  and  others  have  de- 
monstrated that  remedies  taken  by  inhalation  have  had  the  happy  effect 
of  curing  many  of  this  dread  disease.  Carbolic  acid  administered  in 
from  one  to  three  grain  doses,  is  an  excellent  remedy  in  phthisis,  freeing 
the  lungs  from  tubercle  ^:^d  healing  the  cavities  formed  by  the  ex- 
pectoration. Camphor,  in  the  purulent  expectoration  in  this  disease,  is 
good.  Diphtheria,  that  fatal  and  intractable  disease,  has  been  cured  by 
inhalation  when  all  other  modes  have  failed.  Acidi  cum  tanicum  is  an 
excellent  remedy  in  this  disease,  destroying  the  wash-leather  exudation 
and  healing  the  throat — used  in  twenty  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water. 
This  remedy  is  also  excellent  in  pulmonary  gangrene,  chronic  catarrh 
and  laryngeal  croup. 

Pneumonia,  that  has  been  fatal  in  many  instances,  gives  way  to  in- 
halations of  muriate  of  ammonia.  This  remedy  is  excellent  in  croup, 
acute  and  chronic  bronchitis ;  the  dose  may  be  varied  from  two  grains 
to  one  drachm.  Haemoptysis  is  often  an  obstinate  disease  when  the 
remedies  are  applied  by  indirect  medication,  but  readily  yields  when 
treated  by  inhaling  the  sesqui-chloride  of  iron;  the  hemorrhage  de- 
creasing afler  the  first  application,  and  ultimately  being  cured  by 
alternating  with  ext.  hyoscyamus.  The  chloride  of  sodium  has  been 
used  with  good  effect  in  diseases  where  physicians  are  in  the  habit  of 
prescribing  sea  air  substituting  artificial  sea  air  for  the  real';  besides 
these,  many  other  diseases  can  be  cured  by  this  mode  of  medication, 
and  many  other  remedies  are  excellent,  which  space  will  not  permit  of 
describing ;  but  here  I  must  not  forget  that  distressing  disease  that  has 
been  greatly  benefited  by  this  mode  of  medication ;  this  is  hooping- 
cough.  Hyoscyamus  is  the  remedy  in  this  disease.  From  every  re- 
formed physician  we  would  ask  an  examination  of  this  mode  of  med- 
ication in  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs.  These 
are  all  of  a  distressing  nature  and  fatal  in  character ;  and  to  inhalation 
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we  may  look  for  many  cures  of  these  diseases.  The  demonstrations 
have  all  resulted  in  favor  of  it;  all  that  is  needed  is  to  put  it  in 
practice.  Inhalation,  to  the  mass  of  physicians,  is  new,  and  to  many 
who  have  been  acquainted  with  it,  have  passed  it  by  inrithout  investi- 
gation.  It  has  come  rapidly  into  use  since  1862,  and  we  as  reformers, 
must  investigate  and  take  the  lead  in  its  general  introduction.  It  is  in 
our  province  to  select  all  that  is  good  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and 
we  must  not  let  others  advance  ahead  of  us  in  the  great  medical  reform. 

The  following  formulae  1  append  as  a  sample ;  many  may  be  used  : 

]$     Permanganate  potassa, grs.  iii. 

Aqua, I  i. — Mix^ 

Used  for  all  ulceration  of  the  mouth  and  fauces. 

3     Carbolic  acid, grs.  iv. 

Glycerine, |  i. — Mix^ 

For  ulcerations  of  the  lungs  and  fauces. 

3     Tannic  acid, grs.  x. 

Aqua, I  i. — Mix^ 

Diphtheria,  hagmoptysis  and  laryngitis. 

Q     Muriate  ammonia, grs  ii. 

Aqua, 3  i» — Mlx^ 

Pneumonia,  chronic  bronchitis. 

5     Extract  opii, gr.  i  to  ^. 

Aqua, 3  i. — Mix^ 

In  all  irritations. 

5     Extract  hyoscyamus, gr.  i  to  ^. 

Aqua, , I    i. — Mix.. 

Spasmodic  cough,  hooping  cough  and   bronchial    catarrh. — Eclectic 
Medical  Journal^  March  and  April,  1870. 
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SPECIAL  RULES  TO  BE  OBSERVED  IN  THE  EM- 
PLOYMENT OF  QENERAL  ELECTRIZATION. 


/ 


BY   A.    D.    ROCKWELL,   M.    D.,   OP    NEW   YOBK. 

In  the  employment  of  general  electrization  there  are  certain  rules  and 
cautions,  on  the  observance  of  which,  the  results  of  the  applications 
will  very  materially  depend.  The  dose  of  general  electrization-- like 
the  dose  of  cold  bathing  or  of  physical  exercise — is  a  compound 
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quantitjr  made  up  of  several  factors.  The  dose  of  a  shower  bath  in- 
cludes the  temperature  of  the  water,  the  violence  of  the  shower,  and  the 
.  lengths  of  ^time  the  patient  is  subjected  to  it.  ThedosC;  of  general 
electrization  indudas  the  strength  of  the  current,  the  thoroughness  of 
the  applicati^,  and  the  length  of  the  seaptes.  It  is  important  to  con- 
sider: ^  - 

1st.  The  strength  of  the  Current.-^The  dose  of  electrization,  like  the 
dose  of  internal  remedies,  should  be  studiously  adapted  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  patient,  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  the  stage  of  the 
treatment. 

In  estimating  the  dose  for  each  individual  case,  experience  is  our 
only  guide.  It  is  better  that  the  first  tentative  application  should  always 
be  made  with  a  gentle  current,  and,  if  the  patient  be  particularly  sensi- 
tive, the  hand  of  the  operator  may  be  substituted  for  an  artificial  electrode. 
This  remark  refers  only  to  the  Faradaic  current.  The  galvanic  current 
should  not  be  passed  through  the  person  of  the  operator.  Afber  the 
patient  has  become  somewhat 'accustomed  to  the  treatment,  the  general 
rule  should  be  to  make  the  applications  comfortably  uncomfortable. 

But  to  this  rule  there  are  marked  exceptions.  There  are  individuals 
who  from  some  native  peculiarity  of  constitution,  are  so  exceedingly 
sensitive  to  tonics  that  they  can  only  take  quinine,  iron,  strychnine,  etc., 
for  a  very  short  time,  and  in  doses  far  less  than  the  average.  Doses  of 
these  remedies,  which  to  others  are  decidedly  beneficial,  cause  in  them 
the  moat  intense  and  even  alarming  reaction.  Such  patients  are  also 
abnormally  sensative  to  electrization,  and  accordingly  must  be  treated 
with  peculiar  caution.  Patients  who  have  long  been  accustomed  to  the 
treatment,  who  have  become  in  a  certain  sense,  insensible  to  the  strength 
of  the  current,  ordinarily  used,  may  frequently  be  benefited  by  very 
powerful  currents,  such  as  may  be  obtained  by  uniting  two  or  three 
batteries  to  the  helix.  Usually,  but  not  invariably,  we  may  be  guided 
by  the  sensations  of  the  patient ;  but  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  some- 
times very  striking,  and  should  put  us  on  our  guard.  Some  who  feel 
no  pain  during  the  applications,  may,  on  the  day  following,  experience 
the  most  disagreeable  reactive  effects. 

Thoroughness  of  the  Application. — General  electrization  requires  that 
all  portions  of  the  surface  of  the  body  should  be  touched  by  the 
electrode.  This  general  direction,  however,  is  open  to  a  very  wide 
range  of  exceptions. 

In  nervousand  susceptible  patients  we  can  approach  the  full  measure 
of  the  treatment  only  by  slow  degrees. 


Employment  of  General  Electrization.  207 

It  is  oftentimes  sufficient  to  make  the  first  application  only  around 
the  neck,  shoulders,  and  on  the  upper  portion  of  the  spine.  Patients 
have  such  erroneous  impressions  in  regard  to  the  nature  of.tbfrtrjsatment ; 
are  so  wrought  upon  by  the  memories  of  the  frightful  *'  shocks*^  which 
they  have  received  in  their  school  days,  that  they  oftentimes  enter  the 
operating  room  with  dread,  as  though  they  might  never  come  out  again 
alive. 

It  is  clear  that  such  timid  and  misguided  patients  must  at  first  be 
handled  tenderly,  until  they  gradually  learn  by  actual  experience  that 
general  electrization  is  on  the  whole  a  most  agreeable  process.  It  is 
not  always  necessary  in  every  case,  to  make  the  applications  to  all 
portions  of  the  surface  of  the  body,  even  in  a  prolonged  course  of 
treatment.  The  general  tonic  edicts  of  this  system  of  treatment  can 
undoubtedly  be  achieved  without  touching  either  the  upper  or  lower 
extremities.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  just  as  undoubtedly  true, 
that  the  muscular  development  that  results  from  long  continued 
electrization  of  the  arms  and  legs,  reacts  favorably  on  the  whole  system 
and  materially  aids  the  treatment* 

The  general  rule  should  be,  that  in  all  cases  of  constitutional  debility , 
associated  with  some  local  disorder,  the  application  should  he  made  all 
over  the  body,  but  with  special  reference  to  the  part  affected. 

In  deviating  from  this  law  of  thoroughness,  each  case  must  be  studied 
by  itself.  Thorough  applications  to  the  head,  or  at  least  to  all  portions 
of  it,  are  not  demanded  in  more  than  half  the  oases  for  which  general 
electrization  is  indicated.  In  some  oases  very  marked  benefit  is  derived 
from  applications  over  the  head;  in  others  negative  results;  and  in 
some  positive,  though  temporary,  harm.  It  is  usually  suflicient  to 
place  the  hand  over  the  top  of  the  forehead,  and  on  the  tup  of  the  head 
and  over  the  cerebellum,  without  subjecting  the  patient  to  the  annoyance 
of  wetting  the  head  all  over. 

It  is  seldom  advisable  to  require  ladies  to  moisten  any  more  than  the 
crown  of  the  head.  The  neck,  spine,  and  abdomen  should  be  treated 
in  all  cases,  except  during  the  first  and  tentative  applications,  or  in 
patients  of  very  unusual  susceptibility. 

Length  of  the  Applications. — ^The  duration  of  the  sittings  may  range 
between  five  minutes,  and  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  being 
modified  by  the  nature  of  the  constitution,  the  strength  of  the  current 
employed,  the  stage  of  the  treatment,  and  the  results  of  the  previous 
applications. 
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The  smallest  fraction  of  this  time  should  be  devoted  to  the  head — the 
largest  to  the  spine ;  next  to  the  spine,  the  abdomen  should  receive  the 
largest  share  of  attention. 

These  suggestions  are  based  on  the  facts  that  have  been  elsewhere 
presented,  in  regard  to  the  relative  sensitiveness  and  therapeutical 
importance  of  these  different  parts  of  the  body.  Experimental  ap- 
plications should  always  be. short;  but  patients  who  have  long  been 
accustomed  to  the  treatment,  may  sometimes  receive  most  powerful 
currents  over  any  portion  of  the  body  except  the  hea,jcl,  for  an  hour  at  a^ 
sitting,  not  only  without  injury,  but  with  positive  benefit.  Real  or 
apparent  strength  of  constitution  is  a  very  deceptive  criterion  by  which 
to  determine  the  length  of  the  sittings. 

An  average  application  of  15  minutes  may  be  thus  apportioned  : 

To  the  head 1  minute. 

*^    "     neck,  including  the  cilio-spinal  region,  2        " 

"     "     back 5         " 

**     "     abdomen 3        " 

"     "     upper  and  lower  extremities 4        " 

This  is,  however,  a  very  general  estimate.  Each  case  must  be  studied 
by  itself. 

Frequsncy  of  the  applications. — ^The  applications  of  general  electrization' 
may  be  repeated  daily,  every  other  day,  once  or  twice  a  week,  or  by 
still  longer  intervabi.  Every  other  day  is  about  as  often  as  is  necessary 
to  secure  the  full  tonic  results  of  the  treatment ;  but  patients  who  are 
so  situated  that  they  can  take  treatment  but  a  short  time,  may  reoeire 
an  application  daily,  provided  they  are  not  in  a  condition  of  unusual 
debility,  or  are  not  more  than  ordinarily  susceptible  to  the  current. 

Formerly  we  supposed  that  the  full  applications  of  general  electriza- 
tion should  in  no  case  be  administered  oftener  than  every  other  day. 
Larger  experience  has  convinced  us  of  our  error.  Some  of  the  •  very 
best  results  have  been  obtained,  on  patients  who  have  received  ap- 
plications daily,  and  for  a  number  of  weeks  in  succession.  It  is  not 
well,  however,  in  any  case  to  give  thorough  applications  every  day^ 
at  the  outset  of  the  treatment ;  unless  by  previous  experience,  we  have 
become  acquainted  with  the  constitution  of  the  patient.  For  the  very 
nervous  and  susceptible,  and  especially  for  those  who  complain  of  the 
secondary  or  reactive  effects,  it  is  often  necessary  to  give  intervals  of 
several  days,  at  least  until  the  permanent  tonic  effects  begin  to  be  de- 
veloped.    Patients  who  are  peculiarly  susceptible  to  other  tonics  are 
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also  susceptible  to  general  electrization,  and  accordingly  need  longer 
intervals  than  usual  between  the  seances. 

Persistence  m  the  Treatment — For  the  majority  of  cases  the  treat- 
ment by  general  electrization,  in  order  to  secure  its  full  results  must  be 
persistent.  The  reasons  why  this  perseverance  is  demanded  are  quite 
obvious.  In  the  Jlrst  place,  most  of  the  disecses  and  morbid  conditions 
for  which  ifeneral  electrization  is  indicated,  are  exceedingly  chronic  in 
their  character.  It  is  necessary  ever  to  keep  in  mind  the  emphatic 
words  of  the  great  Trousseau :  '^  chronic  diseases  demand  chronic  treat- 
ment, whatever  may  be  ,the  m^od  employed."  It  is  a  law  6f  disease, 
that  morbid  states  which  have  long  been  in  progress  must  be  corres-. 
pondingly  long  in  tJieir  recession ;  and  to  this  law  general  electrization 
cannot  present  any  exception. 

Secondly, — ^Tonic  remedies  of  all  kindt?,  external  and  internal,  are 
always,  more  or  less,  slow  in  their  action.  The  stimulating  effects  ex- 
perienced after  the  applications  are  only  temporary :  are  indeed  entirely 
analogous  to  those  which  are  felt  after  some  other  tonics,  such  as  a 
shower  bath,  or  a  brisk  walk  in  the  open  air.  The  permanent  tonic 
effects  are  only  realized  slowly,  and  oftentimes  after  a  considerable 
interval.  While  great  and  beneficial  effects  are  often  derived  from  two 
or  three  applications,  a  complete  or  approximate  cure  of  long  standing 
morbid  conditions,  such  as  dyspepsia,  hypochondriasis,  nervous  ex- 
haustion, hysteria,  and  paralysis,  can  only  be  achieved  by  persistent 
treatment,  varying  the  strength  of  the  current  and  frequency  of  the 
applications  according  to  the  progress  which  is  made.  The  length  of 
time  over  which  the  treatment  should  be  extended,  may  range  from  one 
week  to  several  months,  with  longer  or  shorter  intervals,  according  to 
circumstances. 

Comparing,  the  history  of  all  our  cases,  we  find  that  the  average 
number  of  applications  administered  to  each  successful  case  is  about  10 
to  15,  and  the  length  of  time  over  which  the  treatment  was  extended  3 
to  6  weeks. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  M.slj,  1870. 
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PERMANGANATE  OF  POTASSA  IN  OXALURIA. 


BT  H.    S.   THORNE,  H.   D.,   OF   CHICAOO. 


.  1 

The  object  of  this  article  is  to  record  the  experience  of  the  writer 
with  permanganate  of  potassa  in  Oxaluria.    This  experience  may  be 

14 
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the  more  interesting,  as  the  cases  so  treated  were  very  serious  in  their 
nature,  and  were  much  more  formidable  than  those  cases  generallj  are. 

For  the  purpose  of.  illustrating  the  treatment,  I  will  describe  one 
case  in  detail,  merely  reniarking  in  regard  to  the  others,  that  tiiejr  were 
similar  in  nature,  and  the  result  of  the  treatment  was  precisely  the 
same. 

In  July,  1869,  a  man  named  £ggleston,  called  at  my  office  for  ad- 
vice. He  said  he  was  a  carpenter,  and  was  45  years  of  age.  Had  been 
a  healthy  man  from  boyhood  until  within  two  years,  and  had  workM 
at  his  tnide,  without  hinderance,  until  within  a  year  ;  since  then  he  had 
done  little  or  nothing.  He  -said  he  had  consulted  many  physicians  and 
.taken  much  medicine,  without  |my  apparent  benefit.  Some  physicians 
said  he  had  a  disease  of  the  kidneys,  others  said  it  was  a  disease  of  the 
bladder.  The  last  one  who  treated  him — an  Eclectic — had  applied 
some  sort  of  a  plaster  to  the  back,  over  the  kidneys,  which]^had  the 
effect  to  produce  a  beautiful  rosy  ulcer  of  a  very  fascinating  character 
to  the  patient. 

The  symptoms  of  Mr.  E's  disease,  as  he  explained  them  to  me, 
were  dyspepsia  of  a  very  severe  type ;  food  causing  much  distress,  un- 
less of  a  light  and  fluid  nature.  He  had  a  somewhat  oppressed  breath- 
ing, and  headache  was  a  constant  symptom.  He  complained  of  pains  in 
the  kidneyis,  ureters,  bladder,  and  urethra.  He  was  troubled  with  sud< 
den  stoppage  of  urine  during  micturition,  and  had  the  other  symptom^i 
of  calculus  ;  although  he  had  never  voided  any  parts  of  calculi  that  he 
was  aware  of. 

I  told  him,  afler  listening  to  his  statement,  that  I  supposed  the 
trouble  with  him  was  urinary  calculus,  but  to  make  sure  of  it  I  would 
introduce  a  sound  and  ascertain  if  there  was  one  present  in  the  blad- 
der. He  objected  to  the  use  of  the  sound  that  day,  but  promised  to 
come  the  next  day  and  bring  with  him  a  specimen  of  his  urine  for  ex- 
amination. He  did  so.  I  examined  the  specimen  and  the  following  la 
a  synopsis  of  the  result :  Eeaction  extremely  acid ;  excess  of  uric  acid 
and  urates,  and  crystals  of  oxalate  of  lime ;  no  bile,  sugar  nor  blood. 
The  crystals  of  oxalate  of  lime  were  octahedra  of  immense  size,  and 
greater  in  number  than  in  any  specimen  I  have  ever  examined,  before, 
or  since.  With  a  microscopic  power  of  600  diameters  I  counted  in  one 
field  50  of  the  apparent  size  of  large  playing  dice ;  with  a  power  of  300 
diameters  I  counted  150 ;  with  a  power  of  125  they  were  yet  quite  dis- 
tinct and  almost  innimierable.  Like  results  were  obtained  from  other 
parts  of  the  same  specimen. 
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I  told  Mr.  E.  that  I  thought  that  I  understood  what  the  matter  was 
with  him,  Mid  would'  give  him  a  prescription  from  which  I  expected 
b^eficiial  results.  The  pr^^scription  was:  pennaDganate  of  pbta^sain 
grain  doses,  to  he  made  into  pills  with  bread,  three  to  be  taken  per  day, 
for  ten  days. 

He  went  away,  and  a  few  days  afterward  returned,  and  asked  me 
for  his  bill.  '  Not  comprehending  his  remark,  I  asked  him  if  he  was 
dissatisfied  with  my  treatment.  He  said,  ^'  By  no  means,"  that  ^'  he 
had  not  felt  so  well  for  two '^years,"  and  that /^  he  should  commence 
work  on  the  following  Monday,"  and  '*  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  he 
was  already  cured."  I  obtained  another  specimen  of  his  urine  imme- 
diately and  examined  it.     Not  a  crystal  of  oxalate  of  lime  could  be  seen. 

All  the  symptoms  that  I  have  described — induding  the  dyspepsia — 
disappeared. 

The  medical  works  and  journals  to  which  I  have  had  access  do  not 
mention  permanganate  of  potassa  as  a  remedy  for  Oxaluria.  I  know 
of  but  a  solitary  instance  in  which  it  has  been  used  before  the  case 
mentioned  in  this  article ;  the  result  in  that  case  I  am  unable  to  give. 
It  was  prescribed  by  Dr.  Rose  of  the  University. 

I  then  resolved  to  test  the  matter  at  the  first  opportunity.  The 
result  is  here  recorded.  If  there  are  any  m^ical  gentlemen  who  have 
had  experience  with  this  remedy  in  this  disease,  will  they  not  give  us 
the  benefit  of  that  experience,  with  their  opinion  as  to  the  action  of  the 
remedy  ? 

[Having  recommended  the  permanganate  of  potassa  to  be  given 
in  Oxaluria ;  it  might  be  expected  that  I  should  give  my  reasons  for 
stepping  aside  from  the  beaten  path  usually  pursued,  viz :  nitro-muriatic 
acid.  When  the  deposit  of  oxalate  of  lime  occurs,  as  it  frequently 
does,  associated  with  free  uric  acid  and  the  urates ;  we  are  apparently 
involved  m  a  contradiction  as  regards  treatment.  While  the  one,  the 
uric  acid  deposit,  is  often  treated  with  advantage  by  alkalies,  the  other 
requires  the  mineral  acids.  We  adopt  the  view  of  Dr.  Prout,  that, 
"the  oxalate  of  lime  diathesis,  and  the  ur|c  acid  diathesis,  are  of  the 
same  general  nature ;  and  being  of  a  similar  nature,  the  principles  of 
treatment  adopted  for  counteracting  the  original  tendency  to  it,  must 
be  also  similar."  There  cannot  be  any  quesGon  but  that  urea^  uric 
acid,  and  oxUic  acid  are  the  same  thin^  though  at  a  different  sta^ge 
of  formation ;  for  one  is  easily  converted  into  the  other,  out  of  tjie  body, 
by  very  simple  chemical  means;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that,  in 
the  organism  they  are  the  products  of  physiological  waste  of  the  same 
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tissue.  We  do  not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  affirm  that  the  uric  acid  and 
oxalate  occur  as  the  result  of  a  deficient  oxidation. 

,  If  to  one  equivalent  of  uric  acid,  we  add  four  equivalents  of  water 
and  six  of  oxygen,  we  obtain  two  equivalents  of  urea,  and  six  of  car-^ 
bonic  acid : 

CioH^NA  +  4  HO  ^  ^  0=^2  (CsH^N A)  4-  6  C  O3 
(uric  acid)      (water)     (oxygen)     (urea)     (carbonic  acid) 

Again,  to  one  equivalent  of  oxalic  acid,  we  add  one  of  oxygen,  we 
obtain  as  a  result  two  equivalents  of  carbonic  acid. 

When  we  consider  the  fact,  that  uric  acid  may  disappear  entirely 
from,  the  urine,  and  that  oxalic  acid  id  not  n4ltoially  present :  It  is  not 
fair  to  conclude  that  the  uric  acid  must,  in  the  normal  condition,  of 
things,  undergo  decomposition  in  the  body.  We  find  that  by  adding  an 
excess  of  permanganate  of  potassa  to  uric  acid  out  of  the  body,  it  is 
directly  converted  into  urea  and  carbonic  acid ;  and  that  when  the  oxi. 
dation  is  less  complete,  it  passes  into  the  form  of  urea,  oxalic  acid,^ 
and  carbonic  acid.  If,  therefore,  we  would  prevent  the  formation 
of  uric  acid  and  oxalic  acid  we  must  supply,  as  per  example,  the  seven 
equivalents  of  oxygen,  and  four  of  water.  This  is  most  conveniently 
done  in  the  form  of  permanganate  of  potassa : 

B     Permanganate  of  Potassa, grs.  viii. 

Water .* |        ii.     M. 

Sig. — One  teaspoon^l  to  be  given  three  times  a  day. 

It  should  not  be  given  except  on  an  empty  stomach ;  for  m  contact 
with  organic  matter  it  is  decomposed,  yielding  its  oxygen  to  any  ele- 
ment, simple  or,  compound,  that  will  receive  it.  I  have  repeatedly 
directed,  during  the  past  two  years,  the  permanganate  to  be  given  aa 
above,  in  Oxaluria,  with  the  most  happy  results. — p.  b.  r.] — Idichigafk 
University  Medical  Journal^  May,  1870. 
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HYDBATE  of  CHLORAL  in  DELIRIUM  TREMENS, 


By  C.  A.  STIVERS,  M.  D.,  ol  the  San  Francisco  City  and  County  Hospital 


An  .opportunity  having  offered  to  make  trial  of  the  new  hypnotic  in, 
two  cases  of  delirium  tremens  brought  into  the  hospital,  I  herewith 
present  the  results,  which  were  highly  satisfactory': 

Cask  I. — ^E.  W.,  female,  aged  38,  native  of  Ireland.  Admitted 
April  13th,  at  9^  a.  h.,.  aufiering  from  a  severe  attack  of  deliriunx 
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tremens.     The  nurse  was  obliged  to  place  her  in  a  strait-jacket,  to  have 
any  control  whatever  over  her.     I  ordered : 

5     Chloral  hydrate, 1  dr. 

Syr.  pruni  virg.,  aquse,  each 1  oz. 

One-half  to  be  taken  at  once,  and  the  remainder  in  two  hours,  if  no 
sleep.  The  first  dose  was  given  at  10  a.  m.,  the  second  at  12  m.  No 
sleep,  but  patient  rather  more  quiet.  Repeated  the  same  prescription, 
and  gave  one-kalf  at  2  p.  m.  Patient  sleeping  soundly  at  2^  p.  m.,  and 
continued  in  that  condition  until  9  p.  m.,  when  she  awoke  perfectly  free 
from  delirium ;  and  to  use  her  own  words,  she  felt  "  pretty  well — only 
a  horrible  headache."  Took  about  a  pint  of  beef  tea.  At  12  m.,  the 
remainder  of  the  hydrate  was  given — ^in  all,  2  dr.  Directly  afterward 
she  fell  asleep,  and  so  continued  until  morning,  when  she  was  discharged 
from  my  care.     No  return  of  delirium  occurred. 

Case  II. — C.  G.,  male,  aged,  27,  native  of  Ireland.  Admitted  April 
14th,  at  11^  A.  M.,  with  delirium  tremens.  Had  to  be  confined  in  a 
jacket.     Ordered: 

5     Chloral  hydrate, , 1  dr. 

Syr.  pruni  virg.,  aquas,  each 1  oz.     M. 

Sig.  One-half  at  once,  and  the  remainder  in  two  hours,  if  no  sleep. 
The  first  dose  was  given  at  12  m.,  and  he  fell  asleep  in  about  ten  minutes, 
and  continued  in  a  sound  slumber  for  about  two  hours,  when  he  ^woke 
slightly  delirious.  The  remainder  of  the  hydrate  being  then  given,  he 
was  asleep  in  ten  minutes,  and  continued  in  a  sound  sleep  all  the 
afternoon  and  night — a  little  over  fifteen  hours.  Next  day  he  was 
discharged,  cured. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  medicine  was  given  in  full  doses.  In  some 
instances  in  which  it  has  failed  to  exhibit  its  effects,  I  sHspect  the  failure 
Was  owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  dose.  No  other  remedy  was 
employed  in  conjunction  with  it  in  the  foregoing  cases ;  so  that  the  trial 
may  be  deemed  a  fair  one,  as  far  as  it  goes. — Pacific  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal^  May,  .1870.  . 
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Therapeutic^^  and  Materia  Medica» 

1.  DiARRHCEAL  AFFXGTiONS.-^In  infantile  diarrhoea  the  indications 
are  as  follows :  First,  to  remove  all  sources  of  irritation  from  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  the  ingesta,  or  change  of  temperature.    Second, 
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to  allay  irritation  \>j  sedatives,  of  whi^h  the  best  are  the  preparations 
ot  opium  and  the  salts  of  bismuth.  When  irritation,  without  pt^in 
exists,  bismuth  most  promptly  and  satisfactorily  allays  it ;  but  when 
accompanied  with  pain,  the  addition  of  a  minute  portion  of  opium 
become^  a  necessary  complement  to  its  effectiveness.  T^ird,  artificial 
digestion  by  the  administration  of  pepsin, 

.9     Pulveiis  pepsinsB  Americanae, 

Bisniuthi  subnitratis, aa.    3  j.     M. 

Por  X  powders. 

One  to  be  given  every  three  or  four  hours  to  a  child  a  year  old^ 
Opiiim  may  be  combined  as  follows : 

9     Pulveris  pepsinse  Americanae, 

Bismuthi  subnitratis, aa.  3  j. 

Pulvetis  opii, gr.  j. 

Por  xii  powders. 

One  to  be  given  every  two  or  four  hours,  according  to  circumstances, 

THOMAS   HAY,   M.  D.,   PHILADELPHIA. 

Our  author  has  employed  the  following  treatment  in  cases  of  Cholera 
In&ntum  with  the  best  results : 

9     Bydra;*g,  chlor.  mitis, ,     gr.  ij. 

Bismuthi  subcarbonatis, gr.  xvi-xl. 

Pul.  ipecacuanhaecomp^... gr.  jij. 

Pul.  sacchari  ^Iba, gr.    xij.        M. 

Tor  viij  powders. 

One  to  be  taken  every  three  hours  for  two  or  three  days,  or  until  the 
tongue  ^and  mouth  become  moist  and  the  alvine  excretion  changed  in 
color  and  consistency. 

Then  the  following  powders  are  given,  and  will  ordinarily  coinplete 
the  cure: 


Bismuthi  subcarbon#tis. gr.  xvj-xl. 

Pul.  ipecacuanhae comp., gr.  jij. 

Pulveris  aromtftici, gr.  viij-xvj. 

Pul.  siscchari  alba^. gr.  xij.  M. 

For  viij  powders. 

One  to  be  taken  every  three  hours,  in  the  mother's  or  cow's  milk. 

Counter-irritation  is  kept  up  over  the  abdomen  with  mustard  plasters 
applied  at  intervals  of  three  or  four  hours,  tlie  ini&nt  is  allowed  to 
suck  at  ^, piece  of  ice  held  in  its  xnoyth.  When  stipnulantp  are  squired 
the  doctor  ^ves  irora  fifteen  to  thirty  drops  of  Port  wine.      When  the 
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infant  is  artificiallj  fed,  he  gives  it  cow's  milk  and  lime  water  in  the 
proportion  of  one  fluid  ounce  of  the  latter  to  five  fluid  ounces  of  the 
former ;  also  broiled  mutton  or  beef  minced  very  fine.  All  farinaceous 
food  is  fi>rbidden.  The  child  must  be  nursed  or  fed  at  regular  intervals 
and  not  allowed  too  much  at  a  time. 

DR8.  MBIGS   AND   PEPPER,   OF   PHILADELPHIA. 

Our  authors  recommend  in  the  treatment  of  simple  diarrhoea  of 
childhood,  sulphate  of  magnesia  combined  with  laudanum,  as  follows : 

]^     Magnesia  sulphatis, 3  j. 

Tincturae  opii  deodoratae, gtt.  xij. 

Syrupi  simplicis, f.    |  ss. 

Aquae  menthae, f.    |  ijss. 

Dose — At  one  or  two  yearsf  a  teaspoonfiil  every  two  or  three  hours. 
For  older  children,  the  proportion  of  magnesia  and  laudanum  should 
be  doubled. 

\i  this  &ils,  recourse  must  be  had  to  an  astringent.  The  ofiicinal 
Mistura  Cretae  may  be  given  in  teaspoonful  doses  after  each  loose 
evacuation,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  or  tincture  of  krameria  may  be 
added  thus : 

21.  5     Tincturae  krameriae, f.    3j-ij. 

Misturae  cretae, i . . . .     f.    §  ij.     M, 

Dose— Teaspoonful  repeated  as  above  directed. 

Powdered  crabs'  eyes  will  sometimes  succeed  after  the  failure  of  the 
chalk  mixture.     Our  authors  employ  the  following  formula : 

22.  g     Pulveris  oculor.  cancronim,. .  .*. 3  j« 

Pulveris  acaciae, 3  ij. 

Sacchiori  albi, , 3j. 

Aquae  cinnamomi, * 

Aquae, aa.  f.    5  ^s®-  M. 

A  teaspoonful  to  be  given  four  five  or  six  times  a  day. 

M.  BoucHUT  recommends  the  following  prescription  of  th*«!  r.  mpdy 
empYoj^  by  Hufeland  : 

9     Pulveris  oculor.  cancror, gJ".  >• 

Syrupi  rhei, 

Aquae  foeniculi, aa.  f.   3  ^^.     M. 

Dose— A  teaspoonful  every  hour. 

Oar  authors  have  also  employed  with  advantage,  either  alone  or  with 
F.  21  aud  22,  an  aromatic  syrup  of  galh,  prepared  as  follows : 
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IJ     Pulveris  galiae  opt., §  ss. 

Pulveris  cmnamomi; 3  ij. 

Pulveris  zingiberis, 3  ss. 

Spirits  vini  gallici  opt., Oss.  M 

Let  the  ingredients  stand  in  a  warm  place  for  two  hours,  and  then 
burn  off  the  brandy,  holding  some  lumps  of  sugar  in  the  flames. 
Strain  through  blotting  paper. 

Dose — 15  to  40  drops,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  or,  when  the 
discharges  are  very  frequent,  every  two  or  three  hours. 

In  the  chronic  form  of  simple  diarrhoea,  our  authors  have  found  of 
late  years  the  following  tonic  very  useful ; 

5     Tincturae  nucis  vomicae, f.  3  ss. 

Tinct.  gentianoD  comp., f.*  3  iu* 

Syrupi  simplicis, ^ f.    3  v. 

Aquoe, , f.    §  ij. 

Dose — A  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  after  meals,  for  children  of 
three  or  four  years  of  age. 

Wine  of  pepsine  is  also  cfRcaeious  in  such  cases,  in  doses  of  half  a 
teaspoonful  ter  die. . 

J.    LEWIS    SMITH,    M.    D.,    PROFESSOR    IN    BELLEVCE    HOSPITAL    MEDICAL 

COLLEGE,    NEW    YORK. 

Prompt  measures  are  required  in  cholera  infantum,  as  the  child 
rapidly  sinks  under  the  prostrating  influence  of  the  frequent  watery 
discharges.  Some  evacuent  is  indicated  at  the  outset,  if  there  be  any 
irritating  material  in  the  stomach  or  bowels,  causing  a  keeping  up  of  the 
trouble.  Small  doses  of  ipecacuanha  (from  two  to  five  grains)  are  often 
beneficial.  When,  however,  the  stomach  is  very  irritable  and  the  alvine 
discharges  fail  to  carry  off  the  intestinal  contents,  calomel  is  the  great 
remedy.  As  it  is  slow  in  its  operation,  castor  oil  may  be  administered 
after  it  with  benefit,  or  its  operation  may  be  aided  by  a  simple  enema. 
It  should  not  be  given  to  the  extent  of  more  than  one  or  two  doses. 

Our  author  thinks  that,  unless  the  stomach  is  quite  irritable,  castor 
oil,  syrup  of  rhubarb,  or  if  there  be  acidity  present,  rhulj^rb  and 
magnesia  will  generally  be  sufficient  to  remove  the  indigestible  matter. 

If  there  be  no  indigestible  substance  in  the  intestines,  purgatives  are 
contra  indicated,  as  they  are  then  hurtful.  The  continuance  of  the 
diarrhoea  for  several  hours  affords  a  pretty  sure  evidence  of  the  removal 
of  any  irritating  matter  which  may  have  been  present,  and  hence  no 
purgative  is  required.      The  objects  of  treatment  then  should  be  to 
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diminish  the  frequency  of  the  evacuations  and  improve  their  character- 
No  time  should  be  lost.      Opium,  in  some  form,  is  the  chief  reliance. 

If  laudanum  be  used,  it  may  be  administered  in  one  drop  doses,  every 
two  or  three  hours  to  a  child  one  year  old.  Its  effects  should  be  watched. 
If  the  evacuations  are  partially  checked,  and  there  are  signs  of  stupor, 
stop  the  opiate,  or  at  least  give  it  less  frequently. 

Astringents  and  often  alkalies  may  be  employed  as  adjuvants  to  the 
opium.  The  opiate  and  alkali  may  be  employed  in  the  following 
combination : 

5     Tincturfe  opii, 1 gtt.     xij.     ^ 

Misturoe  cretse, f.     3  jss.  M. 

One  teaspoonful  every  two  or  three  hours  to  an  infant  one  year  old. 
To  this  mixture  an  astringent  may  be  added,  as  tincture  of  catechu  or 
kino.  It  should  be  bourne  in  mind,  however,  that  astringents  are  less 
tolerated  by  an  irritable  stomach  than  opium  or  chalk.  When  they  are 
vomited,  therefore,  they  should  be  discontinued,  even  in  cases  in  which 
they  would  doubtless  be  serviceable  if  the  stomach  were  retentive. 

By  means  of  the  opiate  and  astringents,  if  they  be  retained,  the 
passages  are  rendered,  in  a  few  hours,  less  frequent,  and  the  stools  more 
consistent. 

In  cases  in  which  calomel  is  employed  our  author  does  not  recommend 
its  use  in  larger  doses  than  one-fourth  of  a  grain,  morning  and  evening, 
(together  with  the  astringent  and  opiate)  to  a  child  of  one  year. 

Dr.  S.  also  advises  small  pieces  of  ice  in  the  mouth  at  the  ])eginning 
of  the  attack,  to  combat  the  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and  the  ap- 
plication of  mustard  to  the  epigastrium. 

In  most  cases,  Bourbon  whisky  or  brandy,-  the  best  of  the  aloholio 
stimulants,  are  required.  They  should  be  used  from  an  early  period 
of  the  disease,  both  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  vital  powers  and 
of  diminishing  the  gastric  irritability. 

The  diet  should  be  simple  but  nutritious,  and  taken  often,  but  little 
at  a  time.  If  the  child  be  at  the  breast,  it  should  be  confined  to  the 
mother's  milk.  If  it  be  weaned,  cold  barley  or  rice  water,  with  whisky 
or  brandy,  should  be  given  in  the  commencement  of  the  attack  ;  after- 
wards milk  or  both  may  be  employed  in  addition. 

ALFRED    VOOEL,    M.    D.,    PROFESSOR    OF    CLINICAL    MEDICINE    IN    THE 

UNIVERSITY   OF   DORPAT,   RUSSIA. 

Our  author  states  that  in  general  the  rule  holds  good  that  no  child 
with  intestinal  catarrh  tolerates  cow^s  milk,  whether  pure  or  mixed  with 
tea  or  boiled  into  a  broth  with  meat  or  bread,  and  that  the  diarrhoea 
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will  only  exceptionally  be  arrested  if  a  milk-diet  is  persevered  in.  Total 
abstinence  from  cow's  milk  is  the  first  essential  to  successful  treatment« 
As  soon  as  liquid  stools  appear,  the  patients  should  only  be  allowed 
demulcent  drinks.  In  the  place  of  milk,  the  children  may  be  allowed 
^or  their  meals  a  thin  mucilaginous  beef  broth,  with  rice,  barley,  or  groats, 
slightly  sweetened  with  sugar,  it  should,  however,  be  deprived  of  fat 
and  without  salt.      When  the  appetite  improves,  a  few  teaspoonfals 

of  triturated  wheat  bread  may  be  boiled  in  the  beef  broth.  After  the 
stools  have  been  normal  for  at  least,  two  days,  a  trial  may  be  made 
with  one  milk- pap  each  day,  then  with  two,  and  finally  with  three  a  day. 

The  penciling  of  the  mouth  toith  laudanum^  and  the  use  of  opiate 
dysiers  stand  at  the  head  of  all  the  therapeutic  measures.  But  oc- 
casionally, in  the  profuse  diarrhoea  of  summer,  opium  proves  in* 
efficacious,  then  order  small  doses  of  calomel,  gr.  ^,  three  or  four  times 
daily,  or, 

5     Argenti  nitratis, gr.     ss. 

Aqu«e  destillatase, f.     §  iij.  M. 

A  teaspoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day.  A  dfop  of  laudanum  may 
be  added  to  each  dose.  Vegetable  remedies  containing  tannic  acid,  such, 
as  calomba,  rhatany,  pure  tannic  acid  itself,  and  astringents  in  general, 
are  with  difficulty  administered  to  small  children,  unlei^s  mixed  with 
large  quantities  of  syrup,,  and  on  that  account,  should  be  seldom  re- 
sorted to.     In  older  children  they  may  be  oftener  employed. 

5     Aluminis, gr.    vj. 

Syrupi  acacise, f.  i  ilj-  M. 

A  teaspoonful  ter  die.  This  will  sometimes  check  the  diarrhoea 
which  has  been  uninfluenced  by  any  of  the  above  remedies. 

Our  author,  if  compelled  to  choose  between  the  two,  would  prefer 
the  dietetic  treatment  alone  to  that  by  medicine  alone.  He  has  often 
convinced  himself  of  the  utter  inefficiracy  of  all  therapeutic  remedies 
in  the  trieatment  of  this  disease  when  the  child  is  sustained  on  xnilk  diet. 
Ttee  b^t  prophylaxis  consists  in  reiaderiiig  the  cow^s  milk  fiven  the 
child  alkaline  by  the  addition  of  the  following  &oda  solution  to  each 
meal : 

5     Sod«e  carbonatis, 3    j. 

Aquae, f.  3  vi.         M. 

In  summer  the  entire  quantity  of  milk  to  be  consumed  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours  should  bi  rendered  alkaline  immediately  upon  its  arrivd  at 
the  house,  by  adding  a  tablespoonful  of  this  solution  to  every  five 
ounces  of  milk. 
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If  this  direction  be  followed,  it  will  become  speedily  evident  tfaat 
intestinal  catarrhs  niay  often  be  avoided. — Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter. — Leavenworth  Medical  Herald,  May,  1870. 


Hyosctamub  and  Stramonium  in  Constipation. — ^Troussbau  (Dr. 
Armor,  in  the  American  Practitioner),  declared,  many  years  since,  that 
belladonna  was  the  remedy  for  obstinate  atonic  constipation. 

The  influence  of  this  reinedy  in  atonic  constipation  has  been  usually 
attributed  to  its  property  of  inereasing  the  peristaltic  action  of  the  in- 
testines. But  Dr.  Harley  (published  Gulstonian  Lectures,  1868), 
attracts  attention  to  its  peculiar  influence,  not  only  as  an  anti-irritant, 
anti-spasmodic,  and  organic  stimulant,  but  as  everywhere  relaxing  the 
circular  muscular  fibres  of  the  hojlow  viscera.  In  this  respect  it  would 
appear  to  be  unique  in  its  action.  While  it  relaxes  the  circular  fibres 
of  all  the  hollow  viscera,  and  allays  irritation  and  spasm,  it  at  the  same 
time  tones  a&d  tightens  the  longitudinal  fibres  of  the  muscles  of  organic 
life.  *  *  *  It  does  not  purge;  nor  does  it  produce  loose 
stools,  but  only  renders  defecation  easy,  and  natural.  And,  unlike 
cathartics,  it  is  also  slow  in  its  action ;  It  may  require  days  before 
perceptible  effects  are  produced. 

According  to  my  observation  (and  on  this  point  I  think  I  may  speak 
with  a  good  degree  of  oerti^inty),  its  effects  are  peculiarly  marked  in 
highly  nervous  and  hysterical  constitutions;  indeed,  in  all  oases  in 
which  there  is  marked  depression  of  the  sympathetic  aervous  system. 
In  such  cases  the  one-fortieth  or  one-fiflieth  part  of  a  grain  of  atropine, 
or  one  fbi^rth  of  a  griun  of  extract  of  belladonna,  administered  two  or 
three  times  daily,  will  usually  in  a  short  time  produce  natural  and  easy 
defecation.  ******«!  jmye  been  in 
the  habit,  for  some  time,  of  using  the  belladonna  in  the  form  of  sup- 
pository. More  recently,  *  *  I  have  tried  the  extract  stramonium, 
as  I  had  been  accustomed  to  use  belladonna  in  the  same  way,  and  am 
thus  far  greatly  pleased  with  the  residts.  While  it  appears  to  l^  quite 
equial  to  the  belladonna  in  promoting  easy  and  natural  evisciAtlons, 
there  is  certainly  less  objection  to  its  use  for  a  length  of  time.  Indeed, 
it  possesses,  in  my  judgment,  valuable  alterative  properties  which 
commend  its  use  in  many  cases  of  constipation  independently  of  its 
action  on  the  bowels.  Half  or  three- fourths  of  a  grain  of  extract 
stramonium  may  be  combined  with  sufficient  quantity  of  cocoa  butter, 
made  into  suppository,  and  used  by  the  patient  each  night  on  going  to 
bed.     It  is  admirably  adapted  in  this  form  to  obstinate  constipation  of 
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aervous  females,  who  suffer  at  the  same  time  from  pelvic  irritations 
from  various  causes.  It  quiets  irritation  of  the  uterus  and  bladder, 
calms  and  soothes  the  nervous  system,  allays  irritative  actions  generally, 
and  permits  the  patient  to  sleep. 

To  give  permanency,  however,  to  its  effects,  its  use  may  be  ac- 
companied or  followed  by  small  doses  of  nux  vomica.  We  thereby 
secure,  perhaps,  still  more  universal  and  permanent  tonic  action  of  the 
paralyzed  muscles  of  organic  life,  and  correct  at  the  same  time  the 
morbid  condition  of  the  intestinal  glands. — Med.  Archives. — American 

• 

Eclectic  Medical  Review,  May,  1870. 


Prurigo  Treated  by  Oistment  of  Iodoform. — Prof.  Tanturri, 
of  Naples,  has  used  the  ointment  of  iodoform  in  obstinate  prurigo. 
This  compound,  first  brought  prominently  into  notice  by  Bouchardat, 
is  now  employed  extensively  not  only  fbr  glandular  enlargements,  but 
also,  owing  to  its  anaesthetic  properties,  in  skin  diseiEises  accompanied 
with  intense  pruritus ;  its  odor  is  much  more  agreeable  than  that  of 
chloroform,  resembling  that  of  safron.  Moretin  and  Humbert  rec- 
omm^end  \t  for  internal  use  as  possessing  all  the  advantages  of  iodine, 
of  which  it  contains  90  per  cent.,  without  any  of  its  inconveniences.  It 
exercises  upon  the  sphincters  a  local  anaesthetic  effect  so  powerful  that 
defecation  is  sometimes  preformed  unconsciously  after  its  use;  it, 
therefore,  forms  an  admirable  suppository  in  cases  of  tenesmus, 
haemorrhoids,  etc.  Moutre's  formula  is — ^iodoform,  powdered,  gr.  xx ; 
cocoa  butter,  3  j,  melt  and  mix  for  six  suppositories.  For  frictions, 
the  ointment  is  used  in  the  strength  of  3  j.  to  the  ounces  of  simple, 
ointment. — Med,  Times  and  Gaz, —  ChicagaMed,  Examiner,  May,  1870. 
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HELIANTHEMUM  CANADENSE. 

{Frostt/tort,) 

BY    I.    J.    M.    OOSS,   A.  M.,    M.  D.,    L.  L.  D. 


This  plant  is  known  by  the  name  of  rock  rose,  frostwort,  &c.  It  is 
a  perennial^  herb,  with  a  downy,  ascending  stem,  near  a  foot  in  hight, 
with  a  shrubby  base.      The  leaves  are  alternate,  and  from  eight  to 
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twelve  lines  long,  and  about  one-fouth  as  wide,  oblong,  acute,  lanceo- 
late, erect,  entire,  subsessile,  tomentose  underneath,  without  stipules. 
The  flowers  are  large  and  of  a  bright  yellow-  color,  sparse,  and  are  in 
terminal  corymbs ;  apetealdus  ones  smaller,  lateral,  solitary  or 
recemous,  clustered  in  the  exiles  of  the  leaves,  nearly  sessile.  The 
corolla  of  the  petaliferous  flowers  an  indi  wide,  with  five  petals,  crumped 
%  the  bud,  and  fugacious,  dec.  The  calyx  of  the  large  flowers  hairy- 
pubescent,  five ;  of  the  small,  hoary.  Stamens  of  the  large  flowers, 
numerous,  delicate;  the  small  flowers,  few.  The  style  is  short  and 
sometimes  wanting.  Stigmas  three-lobed,  scarcely  distinct;  capsule 
smooth,  shining,  triangular,  three-valved,  one-celled,  opening  at  the  top, 
some  three  lines  long ;  of  the  apetalous  flowers  not  larger  than  a  pin's 
head ;  the  seeds  are  angular,  few,  and  of  a  brown  color.  The  yello%v- 
flowers  open  when  the  sun  shines,  and  cast  their  petals  next  day. 

This  plant  is  found  in  dry  sandy  soils,  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  flowers  in  May  and  June.  This  plant  is  of  a  bitterish  astringent 
taste,  and  yields  its  property  to  water  and  alcohol. 

Medical  Propertiss. — This  j^ant  possesses  very  strong  alterative 
properties,  and  is  of  especial  benefit  in  scrofula  and  cancer.  In 
scrofulous  tetter,  combined  with  the  butternut,  it  forms  one  of  our  best 
remedies.  In  scrofula,  combined  with  scrofularia  and  Iodide  of  Potas.^ 
I  have  found  it  of  signal  utility,  oflen  affe&ting  astonishing  cures.  In 
cancer,  I  have  used  this  combination  with  the  best  effects.  I  generally 
use  a  syrup,  or  fluid  extract  of  it.  The  extract  should  be  given  in 
small  doses,  or  it  is  liable  to  vomit. 

Dose,  from  -J-  to  1  3  three  times  a  day.  This  is  one  of  our  best 
alteratives  in  cancer. 


RELATIVE  DANGERS  OF  ANAESTHESIA. 

E.  Andrews,  M.  D.,  has  recently  published  an  interesting  article  in 
the  Chicago  Medical  Examiner  (mt\ie  ^'Relative  Dangers  of  Anaesthesia,'* 
presenting  statistics  of  209,893  cases.  From  a  summary  of  the  whole 
matter,  it  seems  that  the  various  anesthetics  have  the  following  rates  of 
mortality  : — 

Sul.  Ether, 1  death  to  23,204  administrations. 

Chloroform, 1      "      "    2,723 

Mixed  Chloroform  and  Ether,  1      "      "     5,588 

Bichloride  of  Methylene, 1      "  .  "    7,000 

Nitrous  Oxide, No  death  in  75,000 


u 
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SPARKLING  CATAWBA  SPRINGS. 


This  celebj^atefl  watering  place,  formerly  ciJled  North  Carolina  White 
Salphur  Springs,  is  now  open  for  visitors. 
of  June. 

Being  situated  in  the  Northwestern  part  of  the  State,  in  a  section  re- 
markable for  its  delightful  climate,  beauty  and  healthiness,  these, 
together  with  the  virtue  of  the  waters,  make  it  one  of  the  most 
desirable  watering  plaoes  to  be  found. 

The  mineral  waters  of  these  Springs  are,  the  white  and  blue  sulphur, 
and  chalybeate  or  iron.  Repeated  experience  has  attested  their  utility 
in  the  treatment  and  cure  of  a  variety  of  maladies,  such  as  diseases  of 
the  liver,  bowels,  stomach,  kidneys,,  pulmonary  diseases,  cutaneous 
eruptions,  scrofula,  general  debility,  dyspepsia,  and  rheumatism,  and 
chronic  affections,  as  a  class. 

The  sparkling  Catawba  this  season  will  be  under  the  management 
of  Mr.  John  L.  Eubank,  (who  for  the  last  three  years,  has  been  manager 
at  the  Healing  Springs  in  Virginia) — assisted  by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Wrenn, 
and  visitors  may  rely  upon  finding  a  good  table. 

Parties  desirous  of  information  relative  to  the  accommodations  and 
rates  of  this  popular  watering  place,  should  address, 

J.  Golden  Wyatt  6a  Co. 

Sparkling  Catawba  Springs, 

Catawba  Co.,  N.  O. 
•  •• 

Gents  : 

"  I  have  for  years  sold  and  dispensed  your  preparations,  and  they 
have  given  general  satisfaction  in  the  hands  of  an  intelligent  physician. 
I  mean  by  this,  a  physician  that  fully  understands  how  and  when  to  ad- 
minister medicines,  and  what  effect  to  expect  from  them.  Complaints, 
if  at  all,  are  from  those  who  are  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
materia  medica  that  they  don't  get  the  effect  they  expected,  and  chaise 
it  to  the  articles  they  use,  when  really  they  have  given  it  in  the  wrong 
case  or  at  the  wrong  time.  The  mass  of  the  profession  have  never 
given  sufficient  attention  to  materia  medica.  It  is  not  taught  as  it 
ought  to  be  in  our  schools.  I  appreciate  this  neglect  in  my  own  case. 
I  have  derived  more  real  instruction  from  jour  Journal  than  from  any 
Other  source.  It  ought  to  be. read  carefully  by  every  Phyaician  in  the 
land. 

When  you  first  introduced  the  process  of  making  Solid  Extracts  in  a 


Mit&rial  223 

vacuum,  I  was  one  of  the  first  to  iise  them  in  my  practice,  and  did  so 
until  I  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  and  have  since  used  them  in  dis« 
pensing.  I  regarded  that  step  as  one  yihk^  the  Medical  Profession 
should  now  thank  you  for,  inasmuch  as  it  was  a  step  that  gave  them  an 
article  that  represented  all  the  properties  of  the  plant  preserved,  instead 
of  worthless  burnt  preparations.  And  when  you  introduced  the  Fluid 
Extracts,  representing  ounce  for  ounce,  I  gave  them  a  thorough  trial, 
and  have  to  add  that  1  have  never  dispensed  or  used  their  equal.  Phy- 
sicians have  requested  me  to  get  some  of  others'  make,  to  gratify 
them  have  done  so,  and  afler  a  trial  have  fallen  back  to  your  standard. 
Each  new  man  who  starts  a  Fluid  Extract,  claims  he  has  discovered 
something  new  and  wonderful  in  the  manner  of  producing  them,  and 
physicians  are  led  by  these  wonderful  representations  to  wish  to  try  them, 
and  must  be  gratified  by  the  apothecary.  I  have  tried  half  a  dozen 
kinds,  and  have  as  yet  failed  to  find  any  that  give  as  good  satisfaction 
as  yours. 

I  have  carefully  read  all  the  articles  that  have  been  published  by 
different  individuals  upon  new  processes,  and  they  have  too  much  the 
air  of  the  fellow  who  pretended  he  could  lifl  himself  up  by  the  straps 
of  his  boots.  And  the  last  proposition  which  has  arrested  my  attention 
is  that  of  reducing  the  standard  tp  ^  an  ounce  crude^  material  to  one 
ounce  of  Fluid.  I  can  see  no  reason  for  such  an  innovation,  and  hope 
you  will  never  do  it.  We  have  had  our  standard,  and  should  adhere  to 
it.  There  are  many  preparations  on  the  market  that  are  worthless  and 
this  would,  it  seems  to  me,  lower  the  standard.  What  does  it  mean  ?  Is 
it  true  that  they  cannot  be  niade  of  the  strength  of  one  pound  to  the 
pint  and  keep  well  ?     We  want  some  light." 

The  above  letter  is  from  an  old  and  intelligent  druggist,  and  we 
publish  it  not  only  for  the  sense  it  contains,  but  in  answering  his 
questions  to  answer  others. 

Concerning  the  proposition  to  lower  the  standard  of  Fluid  Extracts, 
we  regard  it  as  eminently  mischievous,  and  likely  to  work  a  great 
wrong  to  the  profession.  It  is  not  a  true  proposition,  that  the  active 
principles  of  any  plant,  we  are  informed  of,  cannot  be  held  in  solution 
sixteen  Troy  ounces  to  a  pint  of  the  proper  menstruum. 

That  those  who  make  this  claim,  may  have  experienced  a  difficulty,  is 
not  unlikely,  as  they  are  without  experience  in  the  matter,  and  are  try- 
ing ta  economize  in  the  methods,  to  an  extent  that  will  enable  them  to 
sell  cheaper  than  some  one  else,  and  hence  fail  entirely.  It  is  much 
easier  to  bring  the  standard  down  than  to  elevate  themselves  to  it. 
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Tinctures  are  made  two  Troy  ounces  to  the  pint.  With  each  maker 
they  vary  in  strength.  We  have  examined  various  tinctures  from 
different  concerns,  and  find  a  variation  of  twenty  to  forty  per  cent; 
and  in  Fluid  Extracts  a  variation,  down  as  low  as  three  ounces  to  th^ 
pint,  and  an  attempt,  made  to  preserve  an  appearance  of  strength 
and  quality,  by  using  largely  of  sugar,  they  also  containing  a  large 
amount  of  extractive  inert  matter. 

Suppose  the  standard  was  reduced  one-half,  what  would  be  the 
practical  result  ?  They  could  not  be  afforded  then  at  half  price,  as  the 
bottle,  cork,  and  labor  are  just  the  same  in  each  case,  the  menstruum 
nearly  as  expensive  in  one  as  the  other,  and  the  Physician  who  now; 
pays  three  dollars  for  a  pound  of  fluid  extract,  would  have  to  pay  at 
least  two  dollars  in  the  other  case.  Indeed,  he  would  pay  just  two 
dellars  for  what  he  now  gets  for  o>:e  dollar  and  a  half,  and  it  results  in  4 
loss  of  33  per  cent,  on  all  he  would  consume.  The  operation  of  the 
proposition  is  against  the  consumer,  and  in  favor  of  the  party  who 
wishes 'to  palm  off  half  strength  articles. 

The  various  experimental  processes  adopted  by  different  manu- 
facturers, most  of  which  have  never  been  entertained  by  us,  for  the 
reason  that  they  were  not  suggestive  of  good  practical  results,  have 
thrown  upon  the  market  articles  called  Fluid  Extracts^  uncertain  to  a 
degree  that  would  put  every  consumer  upon  his  guard,  to  avoid  the 
evils  of  using  such  agencies,  not  less  in  ordinary  drugs,  than  in  the 
employment  of  any  and  all  the  narcotic  preparations. 

The  interest  or  future  reputation  of  the  consumer,  does  not  seem  to 
enter  into  any  of  the  plans  of  parties  who  urge  this  departure  Trom  the 
true  and  recognized  standard,  nor  do  they  seem  to  comprehend  what  is 
their  honest  duty  towards  the  profession — who  are  the  principal 
consumers. 

Fluid  Extracts  are  representations  of  a  fixed  quantity  in  solution, 
and  consumers  suppose  they  are  purchasing  and  paying  for  a  given 
amount  of  active  principle  in  each  ounce,  and  just  to  the  extent  this 
quantity  is  reduced,  are  they  wronged  ?  We  have  hastily  reiferred  to 
this  subject,  as  we  are  going  to  press,  and  must  defer  further  remarks 
until  another  number. 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  NcCmeSy  Town^ 
County  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  Answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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EUPATORIUM  PERPOLIATUM. 

(Boneset) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


Natural  Order. — Asteracese  of  Lindley ;  according  to  Jessieu, 
Corymbiferae. 

In  the  sexual  system,  or  artificial  classification,  Eiipatorium 
belongs  to  class  syrvgenesia^  and  order  polygamia  cequales, 

Genieric  Character, — Involucre  imbricated  (rarely  simple) 
oblong ;  style  long,  cloven  half  way  down ;  egret  pilose,  scrabrous, 
or  rough  papillose ;  receptacle  naked ;  akenes  smooth  and  gland- 
ular, 5  striate. 

Specific  Character. — It  flowers  in  August,  in  corymbs, 
white.  Eoot  perennial.  Leaves  connate-perfoliate,  oblong-serrate, 
ragose,  downy  beneath ;  stem  villose,  erect,  terete,  branched  at  top 
only. 

Popular  Names. — In  different  localities  it  is  known  by  the 
names  of  boneset,  thorough- wort,  thorough-wax,  and  cross-wort 

f  Habitat. — Indigenous  in  North  America,  fix>m  Nova  Scotia  to 

Florida* 
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Medical  Properties — Writers  have  assigned  to  this  plant  a 
variety  of  properties,  such  as  tonic,  diaphoretic,  aperient,  anti- 
periodic,  astringent,  stimulant,  and  diuretic. 

History. — Eupatorium  is  said  to  derive  its  name  from  the  plant 
having  been  dedicated  to  Eupator  or  Mithridates,  King  of  Pontus ; 
who  first  used  it  •  as  a  counter  poison.  Botanists  of  this  country 
have  described  thirty-three  species  indigenous  in  North  America. 
Thomas  Green,  an  English  botanist  has  described  forty-nine  species, 
many  of  which  are  natives  of  both  hemispheres. 

A  dissertation  of  merit  on  this  plant  was  published  a  few  years 
since  by  Dr.  Anderson  of  New  York,  in  which  he  gives  the  details 
of  numerous  and  elaborate  chemical  trials,  made  by  him  on 
different  parts  of  the  plant  He  concludes,  among  other  things, 
from  his  experiments,  that  the  active  properties  of  the  plant  reside 
in  greatest  quantity  in  tiie  leaves,  and  that  its  virtues  are  readily 
obtained  by  means  of  a  simple  decoction.  * 

Dr.  Bigelow  observes: — "The  medical  powers  of  eupatorium 
are  such  as  its  sensible  properties  would  seem  to  indicate,  those  of  a 
tonic  stimulant.  Given  in  moderate  quantities,  either  in  substance 
or  in  cold  infusion  or  decoction,  it  promotes  digestion,  strengthens 
the  viscera,  and  restores  tone  to  the  system.  Like  other  vegetable 
bitters,  if  given  in  large  quantities,  especially  in  warm  infusion  or 
decoction,  it  proves  emetic,  sudorific,  and  aperient  Even  in  cold 
infusion  it  tends  to  bring  on  diaphoresis." 

He  adds: — This  plant  has  long  been  in  use  in  different  parts 

of  the  United  States,  for  the  same  purpose  for  which  the  Peruvian 

bark.  Gentian,  Chamomile,  etc.,  are  employed.     Boerhaave  speaks 

of  a  species  of  Eupatorium  much  used  in  Holland ;  the  leaves  of 

which  he  informs  us,  that  the  turf  diggers  use  against  foul  ulpers, 

the  scurvy,  and  swelling  of  the  feet,  to  which  they  are  very  subject 

The  root  is  a  cathartic  and  emetic ;  said  to  be  employed  in  cachexies 

and  dropsies.     This  agent  is  said  to  have  been 'employed  by  the 

Aborigines  of  North  America,  in  their  treatment  of  intermittent 

fever. 

Therapeutic  Use& 

Influenza, — Dr.  Waring  observes,  p.  276: — **In  the  influenza 

♦Bigelow's  Ifateria  Medica  v.  1,  p.  36. 
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which  was  epidemic  in  the  United  States  in  1844,  Boneset  was 
used  extensively,  and  it  is  stated  with  the  best  effects. 

Dr.  Peebles,  *  who  bears  testimony  to  its  efficacy,  advises  an 
infusion  (dried  leaves  5  j-  boiling  water  Oj.)  in  doses  of  a  wine- 
glassful,  to  be  drnnk  warm,  every  half  hour,  the  patient  remaining 
in  bed  the  whole  time.  The  fourth  or  fifth  dose  produced  profuse 
perspiration,  sometimes  vomiting ;  this  was  followed  by  immediate 
relief.  It  was  subsequently  given  only  every  three  or  four  hours. '^ 
Dr.  Stilld  says  (v.  1.  p.  561): — "The  utility  of  the  medicine  in 
influenza  is  thought  to  have  been  early  recognized,  and  its  popidar 
name  ol  honeset  was  perhaps  acquired  by  its  relieving  the  distressing 
*'pain  in  the  bones"  which  distinguished  this  disease.  It  was 
more  probably,  however,  given  in  consequence  of  its  beneficial 
effects  in  the  cold  stage  of  intermittent  fever,  when  such  pains  are 
often  severe.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  stated  by  Anderson  to 
have  proved  highly  serviceable  in  the  influenza  of  1807."  In  an 
epidemic  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  in  1843,  it  was  employed  with  very 
satisfactory  results,  f  The  pain  in  the  back  and  limbs,  and  the 
lassitude  of  the  general  muscular  system  subsided  aa  soon  as  the 
system  was  placed  under  its  influence ;  it  induced  a  healthy  and 
free  discharge  of  perspiration,  restoring  the  natural  color  and  tone 
of  the  skin,  and  at  the  same  time  allayed  the  cough,  promoted  the 
expectoration,  and  remqved  dyspnoea.  % 

Dyspepsia, — Prof.  Paine  says  much  in  favor  of  the  employment 
of  eupatorin,  the  active  principle  of  eupatorium  perfoliatum,  in  the 
treatment  of  dyspepsia*  He  advises  one-eighth  of  a  grain,  and 
sometimes  one-fourth,  four  or  five  times  a  day,  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  tone  and  vigor  of  the  stomach,  and  improving  the 
appetite ;  and  for  improving  digestion.  In  doses  of  from  half  a 
grain  to  one  grain,  he  says,  it  appears  to  extend  its  influence  to  the 
liver,  increasing  the  secretion  of  the  bile,  and  imparting  a  healthy 
tone  to  that  organ.  Hence,  he  says,  it  is  a  remedy  of  much  value 
in  all  forms  of  dyspepsia,  dependent  upon  a  debilitated  state  of  the 
stomach,  and  torpid  and  inactive  liver.  Dr.  King  alludes  to  this 
agent  as  useful  in  this  malady.      The  United  States  Dispensatan/ 

♦Amer.  Jour,  of  Med.  Sciences,  Apr.  1844. 
fAmer.  Jour,  of  the  Med.  Sci.,  April,  1844,  p.  362. 
istille  V.  1,  p.  562. 
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says : — "  As  a  tonic  it  has  been  given  with  advantage  in  dyspepsia, 
general  debility,  and  other  cases  in  which  the  simple  bitters  are 
employed."  Dr.  J.  Thacher  says  Jlie  following  formula  may  be 
occasionally  taken  with  the  best  effects  in  this  affection. 

"  51  Thoroughwort  in  powder,  carbon,  soda,  capsicum,  and 
castile  soap,  equal  parts,  made  into  pills  of  common  size  with 
syrup.''  This  agent  may  be  given  conjoined  with  other  medicines, 
which  do  not  at  all  impede  its  therapeutic  action ;  thus  with 
pepsine,  in  all  cases  connected  with  deficient  secretion  of  gastric 
juice.  It  may  be  associated  with  hydrochlorate  of  morphia,  to 
relieve  severe  pain  of  the  stomach ;  with  the  extract  of  nux  vomica, 
to  stimulate  the  peristaltic  movements  of  the  alimentary  canal ; 
with  nitrate  of  bismuth,  to  correct  acidity  of  the  stomach,  or  with 
any  of  the  ferruginous  preparations  in  cases  of  anemia. 

Dr.  Bigelow  speaks  of  eupatorium  as  promoting  digestion,  and 
strengthening  the  viscera,  and  restoring  tone  to  the  system. 

Intemnittent  and  Remittent  Fevers, — ^Dr.  Bigelow,  in  his  remarks 
relative  to  eupatorium  perfoliatum,  observes : — "It  has  been  found 
<com.pet;ant  to  the  cure  of  intermittent  fevers  by  vaiious  practitioners 
in  the  Middle  and  Southern  States.  Dr.  Anderson  has  detailed  six 
wastes  of  iritermittents,  quotidian,  tertian,  and  quartan,  out  of  a 
iaige  number  which  had  been  successfully  treated  within  his  own 
observation  by  the  eupatorium  both  in  substance  and  decoction. 
In  these  cases  (says  Dr.  B.)  the  cures  were  certainly  expeditious, 
and  took  .place  at  as  early  a  period  as  could  have  been  expected 
from  arsenic  or  the  Peruvian  bark.  Dr.  A.  cites  the  experience 
of  sevei'al  distinguished  practitioners,  particularly  Dr.  Hosack 
of  New  York  and  the  late  Dr.  Barton  of  Philadelphia,  in  con- 
firmation of  his  own,  to  show  that  the  eupatorium  is  an  efficacious 
remedy  in  the  treatment  of  various  febrile  disorders,  also  of  many 
cutaneous  affections,  and  diseases  of  general  debility." 

Dr.  Bigelow  says  that  he  has  prescril^ed  an  infusion  of  this  plant 
in  various  instances  to  patients  in  the  low  stages  of  fever,  where  it 
has  appeared  instrumental  in  supporting  the  strength  and 
promoting  a  moisture  of  the  skin,  without  materially  increasing 
the  heat  of  the  body.  He  also  found  the  cold  infusion  or  decoction 
a  serviceable  tonic  in  anorexy  and  other  symptoms  of  indigestion, 
as  well  as  in  general  debility  of  the  system. . 
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Pro£  Paine  is  very  positive  that  eupatorin  possesses  very  decided 
anti-periodic  properties.  Two  or  three  grains,  (he  says)  ad- 
ministered every  two  or  three  hours  during  the  aggression  of  re- 
mittent and  intermittent  fever,  has  the  effect  xo  interrupt  its 
periodicity,  and  in  cases  where  there  is  a  vitiated  condition  of  the 
stomach,  or  a  loaded  condition  of  the  liver,  this  remedy  may  be 
used  with  the  greatest  advantage,  especially  in  combination  with 
small  doses  of  quinine. 

Prof.  P.  states  that  he  has  frequently  administered,  in  obstinate 
remittent  fevers,  from  one-half  to  one  grain  of  eupatorin,  in 
combination  witli  one  or  two  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  with 
the  happiest  effects. 

The  testimony  of  Dr.  Coe  is  very  conclusive  upon  thi^  subject, 
and  is  sustained  by  that  of  others  who  have  investigated  fully  the 
therapeutic  action  of  this  remedy. 

He  uses  the  concentrated  preparation,  eupatorin^  and  observes : 
— "  It  is  a  valuable  diaphoretic  and  febrifuge  in  all  febrile  diseases, 
when  in  small  and  frequently  repeated  doses.  Intermittent  and 
remittent  fevers  have  been  eff*ectually  cured  by  administering  the 
eupatorin  in  full  emetic  doses  during  the  intermissions  or  remissions, 
and  as  near  the  time  of  the  expected  chill  or  exacerbation  as 
possible,  following  with  small  repeated  doses  to  the  production 
of  free  diaphoresis,  which  should  be  continued  uninterruptedly  for 
six  or  eight  hours,  and  then  employing  the  remedy  in  cold  solution, 
pill,  or  powder,  as  a  tonic."  It  may  be  employed  in  combination 
with  the  various  remedies  usually  administered  in  this  malady  as 
a  valuable  adjuvant 

Constipiition, — Prof.  Paine  says  that  he  has  used  eupatorin  with 
decided  advantage  in  obstinate  constipation  of  the  bowels,  depend- 
ent upon  general  inactivity. 

Other  writers  speak  of  the  cathartic  effect  of  this  agent,  when 
administered  in  full  doses.  Juglandin-  and  eupatorin,  two  grains 
each,  will  be  found  a  good  prescription  in  this  affection.  If 
associated  with  torpor  of  the  liver,  one  or  two  grains  ot  calomel 
might  be  added  to  the  latter  prescription,  with  decided  advantage. 
A  very  convenient  and  efficient  prescription,  for  the  removal  of 
this  malady,  will  be  found  in  the  use  of  eupatorin  and  extract 
of  nux  vomica,  in  the  forrti  of  pills,  in  the  proportion  of  two  grains 
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of  the  former,  to  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of  the  latter:  one   pill 
meaning  and  evenihg  may  be  administered. 

Scrofula, — Alteratives  and  tonics  have  been  more  generally 
administered  in  this  disease  than  any  other  class  of  remedies. 
Eupatorin,  possessing  marked  alterative  and  tonic  properties,  has 
been  recommended  in  the  treatment  of  scrofula,  as  a  valuable  agent. 
It  may  be  employed  in  conjunction  with  other  remedies.  Bromine 
is  said  to  exercise  considerable  influence  in  scrofula.  Dr.  Glover 
considers  it  superior  in  efficacy  to  iodine ; — either  of  these  agents, 
alternated  with  eupatorin  will  be  found  serviceable  in  the  treatment 
of  this  malady. 

When  scrofula  is  associated  with  anfemia  a  syrup  of  iodide 
of  iron,  in  doses  of  f  3  j.  twice  or  thrice  daily,  alternated  witli 
eupatorin  will  be  found  useful.  Iodide  of  iron  is  thought  to 
promote  the  secretions  more  than  any  of  the  other  salts  of  iron, 
and  when  administered  in  conjunction  with  eupatorin,  has  a 
fiivorable  effect  in  scrofulous  manifestations.  The  leaves  of  the 
Juglans  Regia  have  been  highly  lauded  by  many  European  phy- 
sicians, as  a  radical  cure  for  scrofula. 

Dr.  Waring,  in  his  Pro/ctical  Therapeutics,  p.  896,  observes : — "  In 
Sorotula,  the  leaves  have  been  strongly  recommended  by  Dr. 
Negrier  of  Angers.  He  has  published  three  memoirs  on  the 
subject :  the  first  in  1841,  *  the  second  in  1844,  f  and  the  third  in 
1850.  In  the  last,  he  adduced  evidence  in  its  favor  from  Drs. 
Brogiolli,  Nasse  and  Kreutzwald. 

From  extensive  observations,  he  draws  the  following  conclusions : 
1,  scrofiilous  affections  admit  of  a  radical  cure  by  the  preparation 
of  walnut  leaves ;  2,  the  action  of  this  medicine  is  so  constant  that 
we  may  count  upon  the  successful  treatment  of  a  great  number 
of  patients  by  its  use ;  3,  the  action  of  walnut  leaves  is  slow,  in- 
nocuous, and  durable ;  4,  Scrofulous  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  of  the 
iymphatic  (jlaads^  are  cured  more  speedily  and  surely  by  walnut 
leaves  than  by  any  other  medicine :  so  are  also  ophthalmic  affectioris 
of  a  strumous  nature.  The  proportion  he  uses  is  a  handful  of  leaves 
to  Oj.  of  boiling  water,  of  which  f  3  iv.  are  taken  twice  daily. 
He  also  recommends^  an  extract  prepared  by  evaporation.   A  strong 

♦BuU.  Gen.  de  Therap.  May,  1841. 
f  Archiv.  Gen.  de  Med.  Feb.,  1844. 
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decoction  he  uses  as  a  wash  for  scrofulous  uh&i^s.  Maurther, 
of  Vienna,  regards  it  as  a  remedy  of  unquestionable  efficacy  ;  but 
Dr.  Banking,  of  If  orvTich,  states  that  his  experience  of  the  remedy 
is  not  sufficiently  encouraging  to  induce  him  to  substitute  it  for 
Cod  Liver  Oy  or  lodina"  The  author  would  premise  that  the 
leaves  of  eupatorium  and  walnut  employed  in  combination  of  equal 
parts,  would  be  more  efficient  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady,  than 
either  one  employed  alone. 

Hheumatism, — ^Dr.  Stills  alludes  to  the  employment  of  eupatorium 
perfoliatum  as  useful  in  the  treatment  of  muscular  rheumatism. 
He  remark^  that  its  diaphoretic  virtues  are  sufficient  to  put  an  end 
to  the  disease,  if  given  at  an  early  stage  ;  and  probably  the  tonic 
influence  of  the  cold  infusion  would,  like  that  of  cinchona  and 
other  bitters,  promote  the  return  of  health.  No  disease  requires 
more  constant  observation  of  the  secretions  of  the  kidneys  than^ 
rheumatism,  as  upon  the  varying  manifestations  of  the  urine,- 
modifications  of  the  treatment  are  frequently  indicated.  Diapho- 
retics  have  been  recommended  by  many  eminent  physidana,  for  all 
forms  of  rheumatism,  others,  equally  as  distinguished,  have  placed 
their  main  reliance  upon  diuretics.  Eupatorium  possessing  these 
properties  in  a  high  degree,  has  often  been  employed  for  promoting 
both  results.  Other  remedies  should  be  associated  with  this  agent 
in  the  treatment  of  this  malady,  particularly  aconite,  colchicum, 
and  alkalies.  Savine,  phytolacca,  cimicifuga,  xanthoxylum,  or 
opium  may  be  administered  in  oombimition  with  this  drug,  when- 
ever  indicated.  Ergot  has  its  advocates,  as  a  valuable  remedy  in 
rheumatism,  and  from  numerous  reports  of  its  use  the  disease  seems 
to  have  yielded  sooner  to  its  influence  than  to  any  other  remec^f. 
By  combining  eupatorin  with  ergot  in  the  Phosphate  of  ammonia 
was  strongly  recommended  in  rheumatism^  by  Dr.  T.  H.  Buckler, 
of  Baltimore,  under  the  belief  that  it  tends  to  eliminate  uric  acid 
from  the  blood,  *  by  forming  with  it  a  soluble  urate  of  ammonia, 
the  phosphoric  acid  being  neutralized  by  the  soda  with  which  the 
uric  acid  may  be  combined  in  the  blood.  Dose,  ten  to  twenty 
grains,  from  three  to  six  times  in  twenty-four  hours,  in  all  forms 
of  rheumatism. 

While  using  the  latter  remedy,  eupatorin  wll^be  found  a  valuable 

♦Copland,  3  v.  p.  TOO. 
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adjunct  as  tending  to  promote  the  j^cretions  of  the  skin  and 
kidneys,  and  thereby  accelerating  the  cure. 

•  Typhoid  Pneumonia. — Dr.  Stills  remarks,  v.  1,  p.  562 : — "  In 
typhoid  pneumonia  which  prevailed  from  1812  to  1814  it  ("  eupa- 
torium  ")  is  said  to  have  been  salutary ;  and  more  recently  it  has 
been  extensively^employed  among  the  negroes  on  the  plantations 
in  South  Carolina  as  a  tonic  and  diaphoretic  in  colds  and  fevers, 
and  in  the  typhoid  pneumonia  so  jwevalent  among  them." 

At  the  present  day,  veratrum  viride,  and  aconitum  napellus  are 
being  highly  lauded  in  the  treatment  of  this  affection,  in  con- 
junction with  stimulants  and  tonics.  Eupatprium  may  be 
administered  with  advantage,  in  combination  with  either  in  the 
treatment  of  this  malady.  When  the  inflammatory  symptoms 
have  subsided,  and  any  amount  of  debility,  with  weak  pulse,  cool 
skin,  cough  and  dyspnoea  rcmainp,  a  decotion  of  eupatorium  and 
senega  may  be  employed  with  good  results.  Dr.  C.  B.  Williams, 
as  quoted  by  Dr.  Waring,  recommends  the  decoction  of  senega  in 
the  train  of  symptoms  alluded  to,  as  an  efficient  remedy.  He 
considers  that,  besides  its  tonic  property,  it  acts  specifically  upon 
the  lungs  and  absorbent  system.  He  states  that  he  has  seen  cases 
of  this  kind,  which  had  resisted  other  remedies,  almost  immediately 
improved  by  its  use.  In  a  few  hours  the  pulse  has  become  slower, 
the  breathing  more  free,  the  tongue  cleaner,  and  the  strength 
improved.  In  those  cases  of  pneumonia,  in  which  the  alterative 
effects  of  mercurials  have  been  thought  to  be  indicated,  senega 
and  eupatorium  in  combination  will  be  found  highly  serviceable. 
When  the  pulmonary  secretion  is  tenacious  and  with  much  difficulty 
discharged,  this  combination  renders  it  more  abundant,  and  greatly 
facilitates  expectoration.  If  the  patient  be  very  feeble,  or  ad- 
vanced in  life,  and  when  near  the  conclusion  of  ordinary  pneumonia, 
the  strength  fails,  and  all  the  functions  are  with  increasing  difficulty 
performed,  the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  as  Dr.  Stills  remarks, 
becomes  a  valuable  remedy,  and  may  sometimes  turn  the  scale 
in  cases  of  imminent  danger.  In  such  cases  the  carbonate,  of 
ammonia  should  be  alternated  with  the  combination  of  senega  and 
eupatorium ;  other  4toics  and  stimulants  to  be  employed,  as  the 
symptoms  may  indicate. 

Anorexia  consequent  to  Drunkenness, — ^Dr.  Burgon  is  quoted,  by 
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Dr.  Stills  as  having  used  eupatorium  perfoliatum  with  evident 
benefit,  the  cold  infusion,  in  eases  of  anorexia  consequent  to 
drunkenness. 

Cutaneous  Diseases, — Dr.  Coe,  in  his  closing  remarks  upon  this 
plant,  observes: — "It  is  also  a  valuable  alterative  or  resolvent, 
useful  in  scrofulous  and  other  cachexies,  tinea  capitis,  eczema, 
herpes,  and  other  cutaneous  diseases."  Prof.  Paine  says  that 
Juglandin  acts  specifically  as  a  tonic  to  the  mucous  membrane  and 
dermoid  tissue ;  hence  its  great  value  in  exanthematous  fevers  and 
chronic  cutaneous  affections.  He  says  that  he  has  used  this  article 
extensively  in  skin  diseases,  in  combination  with  airti-periodics. 
He  informs  ys  that  he  has  used  juglandin  very  extensively  in  all 
forms  of  cutaneous  diseases,  and  finds  it  to  act  with  more  certainty 
than  any  other  preparation  or  simple  drug  he  ever  used.  In  chronic 
herpes  and  eczema  he  has  found  quinine  and  jaglandin,  aknost  a 
specific.  The  action  of  these  remedies  will  be  much  improved  in 
the  treatment  of  these  affections,  by  adding  to  them,   eupatorin. 

Dr.  Stille  remarks :  "  In  some  cases  of  eczema  of  long  standing, 
when  all  secretion  has  ceased,  and  the  skin  has  become  thickened,, 
rough  and  scaly,  tar  ointment,  or  oil  of  tar,  will  act  more  favorably 
than  perhaps  all  other  applications,  provided  that  its  strength  be 
cautiously  proportioned  to  the  sensibility  of  the  skin."  While 
using  the  tar  ointment,  or  oil  of  tar,  according  to  Dr.  Still^'s 
statement,  externally,  the  combination  of  quinine,  juglandin,  and 
eupatorium,  administered  internally,  will  no  doubt  facilitate  the 
cura  According  to  Dupare,  *  arseniate  of  iron  (Ferri  Arsenias) 
in  doses  of  gr.  one-fifth  daily  is  competent  in  the  adult  to  effect 
the  cure  of  a  herpetic  or  squamous  affection,  however  extensive  or 
long  established.  Should  juglandin  and  eupatorium  iail  to  cure 
this  affJection,  after  a  trial  of  6  or  8  weeks,  then  use  daily  one-fifth 
of  a  grain  oi  ferri  arsenias  in  conjunction. 

Dr.  Waring  remarks,  p.  380: — "/n  Lichen^  PswHasis^  Impetigo^ 
Poi*rigOj  Ecthyma^  and  Scabies,  Iodine,  internally  and  externally, 
has  been  found  successful  by  Dr.  Kennedy.  In  Sycosis,  Eczema, 
and  Tinea  Capitis,  it  has  also  been  foimd  of  great  service. 

Often  these  affectionis  are  quite  obstinate,  and  many  remedies 
are  employed  before  a  cure  is  effected.      Internally  eupatorin, 

*Med.  Times  and  Gaz.  Sept.  2. 1864. 
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juglandin  and  quinine  should  be  administered  in  equal  proportions 
three  times  a  day,  and  externally,  iodine  once  a  day. 

StilW  V.  2,  p.  611. — "In  scaly  eruptions^  and  particularly  in 
psoriasis  this  remedy  ("  Pix  Liquida '')  was  greatly  vaunted  by 
Emery,  who  says : — **  Before  I  used  this  powerful  method,  I  never 
knew,  in  treating  a  severe  case  of  psoriasis,  whether  it  would  get 
well,  nor  when ;  now  I  can  confidently  declare  that  hardly  a  case 
of  lichenoid  eruption  or  of  psoriasis  resists  the  due  application 
of  tar  ointment."  "In  support  of  this  statement,  Emery  claimed 
more  than  seven  hundred  successful  casea  He  used  an  ointment 
containing  one  part  of  tar  to  four  of  lard,  and  applied  it  three 
times  a  day.  The  ordinary  duration  of  the  treatment  was  four  or 
six  weeks,  but  in  some  severe  and  inveterate  cases  iji  extended  to 
two  or  three  months."  Many  of  these  cutaneous  diseases  respond 
more  readily  to  topical  applications,  if  suitable  internal  remedies 
are  administered.  Eupatorium,  either  alone,  or  in  combination 
with  quinine,  or  juglandin  should  be  employed  two  or  three  times 
a  day,  while  external  applications  are  being  used. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract        -         -        -    Dose,  1  to  2  Drams. 
Solid  Extract    -        -                    "    5  to  20  Grains. 
Eupatorin      -        -        -        -       "    1  to  2         " 
Eupurpurin       -        -        -         -    "    8  to  4        " 
Pills 2  Grains  Each. 

TINCTURE  OF  BONESET. 

Fluid  Extract       -        -        -        -       Four  Ounces.  • 

Diluted  Alcohol        -        .        .        -        One  Pint. 
Dose — One  to  two  ounces. 

INFUSION  OF  BONESET. 

Fluid  Extract       ...        -      Three  Ounces 

Water      - One  Pint 

Dose — To  be  taken  ad  libitum, 

COMPOUND  INFUSION  OF  BONESET. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Boneset  -        -        Six  Ounces. 

"          ''        "  Cascarilla  -        -      One  Dram. 

Water           -    *    -        -  -        -  Fifteen  Ounces. 
Dose — ^Two  to  three  ounces. 
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SYRUP  OF  BONESET. 

Fluid  Extract      -         -        -         -      Pour  Ounces. 

Syrup -   Ten  Ounces. 

Dose — Two  to  four  drams.  > 

Bupurpurin  -  -  -  -  Three  Grains. 
Geraniin  ....  *  Two  Grains. 

Pulverized  Nux  Vomica  .  -        -   One-tenth  Grain. 

Divide  into  two  powders.  One  may  be  given  every  four  hours 
daily  in  renal  aflTections. 

Eupurpurin  -  -  -  Two  Scruples. 
Xanthoxyllin  ....  One  Scruple. 
Strychnia One  Grain. 

Make  twenty  powders.  Dose — One,  three  or  four  times  a  day 
in  fiuppression  of  the  urine,  torpor  or  paralysis  of  the  kidneys  or 
bladder,  rheumatism,  hepatic  torpor,  &c. 


I  >   ^   m  I 


CASE  OF  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 


BY  PETER  BINFORD   M.   D. 


Decatur,  Morgan  County,  Ala.,  June  18th,  1870. 
Messrs.  Editors  Journal  Materia  Mbdica: 

Gents. — ^Believing  as  I  do,  the  above  dreaded  disease  to  be 
one,  which  most  of  practitioners,  above  all  other  diseases,  dislike 
to  contend  with,  from  the  fact  of  its  obstinacy  to  remedial  agents, 
I  most  respectfully  ask  a  notice  in  your  valuable  Journal,  of  the 
management  and  treatment  of  the  following  case,  which  came 
under  my  notice  a  few  days  since,  hoping  it  may  prove  interesting 
to  the  many  readers  of  your  Journal. 

I  was  called  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  June,  to  visit  Amanda 
Davis,  (colored).  Upon  entering  the  room,  I  was  struck  with  the 
extreme  corpulency  of  the  patient,  and  upon  inquiring,  learned 
that  she  had  given  birth  a  week  since,  and  that  upon  the  fourth 
day  after  her  confinement,  she  had  gotten  up  to  attend  to  some 
household  matters.  The  result  of  this  imprudence,  to  use  her 
own  words,  was,  that  "  she  had  taken  cold,  and  had  ceased  to 
waste."  She  was  suffering  from  intense  headache,  and  had  been 
50  suffering  from  the  time  of  the  suppression  of  the  lochia.     Upon 


236  The  Jourrml  of  Materia  Medica, 

examination  I  found  the  following  state  of  things :  Pulse  fall, 
strong  and  bounding,  numbering  140  to  the  minute ;  skin  hot  and 
dry ;  tongue  moist  and  slightly  furred ;  bowels  constipated. ; 
urinary  secretions  normal  in  quantity  and  quality;  Some  little 
tendency  to  coma;  she  had  just  recovered  from  a  most  violent 
convulsion,  as  I  reached  the  house.  Thirtv-two  ounces  of  blood 
were  taken  from  the  median  cephalic  of  the  lejft  arm,  with  little  or 
no  abatement  in  the  frequency  and  violence  of  the  convulsive 
attacks,  which  were  clonic  and  eccentria  To  unload  the  bowels 
and  produce  a  rapid  revulsive  action  on  the  brain,  which  was 
threatened  with  effusion,  during  the  convulsive  attacks,  I  directed 
the  following: 

51  .,  Podophyllin grs.  ii. 

Ungt.  Hydrarg.  Fort        -        -        -  grs.  vi. 

01.  Tiglii. gutt  iv.     M. 

Ft  piL  No.  4. 

Of  these,  one  was  to  be  taken  every  houV,  until  free  purgation 
was  induced.  Upon  my  return  visit  in  the  afternoon,  learned,  that 
there  had  been  no  return  of  the  convulsions,  since  action  from 
the  bowels.  The  pulse  was  soft  and  compressible,  but  quite  as 
frequent  With  a  double  view  of  equalizing  the  circulation,  and 
reducing  the  frequency  of  the  heart's  action,  thereby  lessening  the 
quantity  of  blood  to  the  brain,  and  spinal  cord,  the  following 
mixture  was  prescribed : 

]^     Liquor  Ammonise  Acetatis,      -        -        -     f.  3  vi 
Tr.  Veratrum  Viride  .         .        -  xx  iv. 

Tart  Antimonii  et  Potassa^  -         -        gr.  i.     M. 

Signa.  Teaspoonful  every  two  or  three  hours  pro  re  nata. 
Under  the  above  treatment,  in  connection  with  wai'm  hip  bathing, 
given  with  a  view  of  restoring  the  lochia,  the  pulse  reduced  rapid- 
ly in  frequency  and  volume.  Upon  my  visit  the  following  morning, 
I  found  a  cool  moist  skin;  clean  tongue;  soft  and  regular  pulse, 
numbering  now  80  per  minute,  and  was  informed  that  the  hip 
baths,  had  the  desired  effect  in  re-establishing  the  lochial  discharge. 
As  a  preventive  against  the  recurrence  of  convulsions,  the 
following  was  given : 

^     Fluid  Ext  Valerian,       -        -        -        -        f.  3  ii. 
Tinct  BelladonnaQ      -        -        -        -  f.  3iss. 

Bromide  Potash      -        -        -        -        -  3iv.     M. 
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Teaspoonful  three  times  daily  and  continued  for  ten  days. 
The  case  made  a  rapid  recovery. 

P.  S.  It  is  evident  in  this  case,  that^the  lochial  suppression  was 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  convulsions,  and  that  the  uterus  was 
the  cause  or  point  of  irritation,  from  which  through  the  agency 
of  the  sympathetic  system  of  nerves,  the  cerebro-spinal  system, 
suffered,  the  result  of  which  through  reflex  action  the  system  at 
large  suffered  by  convulsive  movements. 

Very  respectfully. 

PETER*'  BINFORD,  M.  D. 


-•-♦- 


IN  ANSWER  TO  J.  W.  SANDERS,  M.  D.,  OP  CAR- 
TENT  CO.,  N.  CAROLINA,  OF  APRIL  9th,  1870. 


DY   E.    G.    CLARK. 


Calomel  by  its  adenagic  power  (signifying  a  gland ;  to  influence ; 
to  control ;  to  lead ;  to  conduct ;  to  rule ;)  increases  the  action  of  the 
whole  glandular  system,  the  liver  among  the  rest,  and  by  this  power 
fanishes  when  wanting  elements  or  power  to  the  organ  to  be  em- 
ployed in  forming:  the  bile  ready  to  be  emulged  from  the  liver, 
and  perhaps  by  its  cathartic  power  it  may  produce  the  secondary 
effect,  that  is  a  cholagogue  operation.  The  first  operative  power, 
I  think  depends  upon  its  impression  ujx)n  the  great  sympathetic 
nerve  through  the  instrumentality  of  that  nerve  which  operates 
ODly  on  the  constantly  continuous  and  involuntary  vito  chemical 
fanction  of  the  secretion,  excretion  and  reproduction — not  upon 
periodical  emissions  of  bile,  or  any  other  periodical  discharges — the 
solar  plexus  sends  nerves  to  the  liver.  Now  by  its  cattartic 
power  it  may  possibly  produce  a  discharge  of  bile  from  the  liver, 
through  the  instnimentality  of  the  common  motor  nerves,  after 
the  first  mentioned  duty  has  been  fulfilled.  It  is  not  certain 
however  that  the  poriaceous  frog  spittle,  green  discharges  from  the 
bowels  after  having  taken  calomel,  is  all  true  bile.  Diarrhoea  does 
not  always  produce  biliary  discharges,  and  certainly  dysentery 
does  not.  In  a  healthy  state  of  the  system  the  discharge  of  bile 
from  the  liver  is  an  instinctive  function,  involuntary  of  course, 
depending  upon  the  presence  of  food  in  the  stomach  and  duo- 
denum, the  only  natural  inciting  agent  that  brings  into  a  proper 


238  The  Journal  of  Materia  Medica. 

action   the  pneumogastric  nerve,   the  involuntary  motor  nerve 
proper  of  that  function. 

I  think  emetics  are  the  only  true  and  proper  cholagogues,  as  a 
cholagogue  action  must  from  necessity  of  the  case,  be  a  forced 
-action,  and  I  also  think  it  is  really  a  toxic  action,  even  if  it  causes 
a  curative  effect  Bile  was  never  intended  in  a  natural  or  healthy 
condition  to  pass  upward  into  the  stomach,  or  backward  into  the 
liver,  after  having  been  formed.  An  emetic  operation  continued 
long  enough  will  bring  into  an  increased  activity  the  whole  gland- 
ular system,  during  the  process  as  is  well  known  and  demonstrated 
in  the  dermoid  function,  producing  a  perfect  state  of  sudor  over 
its  whole  surfaca  I  do  not  mean  nausea,  when  I  speak  of  an 
emetic  operation.  Nausea* and  vomiting  usually  accompany  each 
other  but  not  necessarily  so,  as  nausea  is  only  a  sensation,  depend- 
ing upon  the  common  sensory  nerves,  with  which  that  organ  the 
stomach  is  supplied,  from  the  posterior  columns  of  the  spinal  cord 
Betching  is  an  involuntary  action  of  the  expressory  system  of 
nerves  having  their  origin  from  the  medulaiy  tract  Vomiting  is 
an  action,  a  motion  depending  upon  the  i^r  vagum,  the  gaSric 
and  esophageal*  branches,  the  involuntary  motor  nerve  proper  of 
expression.  Now  I  suppose  the  benefit  we  derive  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  mercury  in  jaundice,  is  through  and  by  the  first 
power  of  calomel  mentioned,  not  so  much  from  its  cathartic  power, 
as  any  or  many  other  articles  would  answer  that  purpose  equally 
well. 


-»-♦    ^     if  ■ 


ON  THE  USE  OF  THE  NETTLE,  URTICA  UBENS 
URTICA  DIOICA  IN  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 


V 


BY  DR.   E.   A.    ANDERSON,   WILMINGTON,   N.  CAROLINA. 


Doctor  DeEosette,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  in  the  Univei'sity 
of  Maryland,  sent  me  his  translation  of  Bouchardats'  Amvual 
Abstract  of  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica,  On  page  97  of  this 
work,  is  an  article  by  Benavente,  on  the  use  of  the  netde,  in  passive 
hemorrhage,  and  in  a  note  by  Dr.  DeEosette,  reference  is  made  to» 
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cases  reported  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Johnson  of  Alabama,  in  regard  to  its. 
useL  Doctor  Johnson  is  also  quoted  in  the  United  States  Dis- 
pensatory of  1864,  page  1402,  in  which  he  found  it  very  efficacious 
in  uterine  hemorrhage.  I  was  thus  led  to  experiment  with  it,  and 
report  four  cases,  in  hopes  it  may  be  the  means  of  again  in- 
troducing a  useful  plant,  to  the  notice  of  the  profession. 

Case  L  Mary  Devane,  (colored)  aged  85,  a  laundress,  weakly 
delicate  constitution,  suflfers  much  from  her  catamenia,  which  is 
always  profuse,  and  long  continued.  Placed  her  upon  a  tea^ 
cupfull  of  a  strong  infusion  of  the  nettle,  5  or  6  times  a  day. 
This  eflfectually  controlled  the  hemorrhage,  and  she  now  con- 
stantly resorts  to  this  agent  when  needed,  keeping  a  supply 
of  the  dried  roots  constantly  on  hand.  Through  her  influence, 
the  knowledge  of  this  remedy  has  been  extended  among  her  own 
race,  and  is  now  in  common  use. 

Case  IL  Mrs.  A.  D. — married,  the  mother  of  two  children,, 
a  lady  in  comfortable  circumstances  in  life,  suffered  from  a. 
miscarriage,  at  the  end  of  two  months.  Being  in  the  country,  I 
did  not  see  her  for  two  days,  found  her  very  feeble,  blanched  from 
the  loss  of  blood.  Pulse  rapid,  and  small,  hemorrhage  continuing, 
placed  her  upon  a  strong  infusion  of  the  nettle.  A  tea-cup  ftdl  of 
the  decoction  of  the  root,  4  to  0  times  a  day.  This  controlled  the^ 
hemorrhage  in  a  day,  and  soon  completed  the  cure.  The  result 
was  in  this  case  most  marked,  and  satisfactory. 

Case  III.  Mrs.  Mary  Coit,  a  lady  in  easy  circumstances  of  life, 
the  mother  of  four  children,  aged  28,  strong  healthy,  and  of  a. 
good  constitution,  suffered  from  a  miscarriage,  at  the  end  of  the 
second  month,  hemorrhage  profuse,  and  very  obstinate.     In  her 
case,  the  nettle  afforded  prompt,  and  speedy  relief. 

Case  IV.  Jane  Stuart,  (colored)  aged  about  40,  the  mother 
of  six  children,  healthy,  stout  and  robust,  suffered  from  profuse 
catamenia.  Here  the  nettle  was  as  in  the  other  cases,  prompt  and 
ready  in  controlling  the  hemorrhage. 

I'might  cite  many  other  cases,  but  deem  these  sufficient  to  attract 
attention  to  an  agent,  which  I  think  will  be  found  very  useful  by 
the  profession  at  large,  and  which  is  well  worthy  of  their  attention. 
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THE  ANUS  AND  ITS  TROUBLES. 

t 
BY    H.    G.    BARROWS,    M.  D.,    BOSTON,    MASS. 

The  anus  is  the  seat  of  many  difficulties,  brought  on  from  various 
causes.  Persons  of  sedentary  habits,  and  such  as  indulge  in  the  use 
of  drastic  purgatives,  are  usually  the  sufferers.  Prolapsus  ani,  itching 
anus,  fissure  of  the  anus,  and  last  though  perhaps  not  least  of  all, 
pile'ls  are  among  the  most  prominent. 

The  nature  of  these  difficulties  is  so  well  known,  that  any  detail  in 
respect  to  them  would  be  entirely  useless.  I  only  propose  to  refer  to 
such  remedies  as  experience  has  proved  to  be  serviceable,  and  commend 
them  to  the  attention  and  trial  of  such  practitioners  as  may  not  have 
used  them. 

One  trouble,  and  that  not  an  uncommon  one,  is  '^  prolapsus  ani." 
For  this  difficulty,  the  following  will  be  found  serviceable: 

3 — ^Tinct.  prickly  ash  berries, , . .  \ ,      3   iv. 

Tinct.  nux  vom., 3  iii. — Mix, 

Inject  a  teaspoonful  into  the  rectum  two  or  three  times  a  day,  re- 
taining it  as  long  as  possible ;  or, 

5 — Ferri  sulphas, grs.  ii. 

Aqua  pura, |  ii. — Mix, 

Inject  about  a  teaspoonful  of  this  once  a  day,  for  several  days. 

Both  of  the  above  have  worked  very  kindly  in  alleviating  this 
difficulty. 

Itching  anus  is  another  and  most  tormenting  trouble,  and  one  which 
sometimes  threatens  to  withstand  every  remedy  applied. 

Among  the  remedies  for  this  trouble,  I  have  found  the  following  to 
bo  among  the  best : 

5 — Pulv.  boracis, 3  ss. 

Aqua  aurant  flo., 

Aqua  ros8B aa  3  ss. — Mix. 

Use  frequently  as  a  lotion ;  or, 

IJ — Cerate  simplex, ♦ 

Ung.  citrine, aa  3  ss. 

Pulv.  bismuth, grs.  xxx. — Mix. 

Eorm  an  ointment,  and  use  it  night  and  morning ;  or,  , 

5  — Tinct.  benzoin  cump., 3  ii. 

With  this  touch  the  anus  occasionally. 
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Another  difficulty  is  ^'  fissure  of  the  anus."  I  have  never  had  a  case 
fall  to  my  care,  but  the  following  is  recommended  as  reliable  to  effect 
a  cure : 

5— Ext.  kramcria, 3   iss. 

Tinct.       "         3       i. 

Aqua  pura, ••• 3      v. — Mix. 

Use  as  an  injection,  having  first  cleansed  the  rectum  by  an  enema 
of  warm  water.  The  pain  is  at  first  aggravated,  but  a  persistence  in 
its  use  for  a  week  or  so  will  cure. 

We  do  not  propose  here  to  refer  to  the  case  of  fistula,  as  this  is 
more  strictly  perhaps,  surgical;  nor  to  worms,  which  are  common 
cases,  and  usually  yield  to  ordinary  treatment 

The  last  and  more  important  affection  which  we  propose  to  notice  is 
'^  hemorrhoids,"  cases  of  which  fall  almost  daily  into  the  hands  of  the 
physician.  In  cases  of  females,  where  piles  are  the  result  of  con- 
stipation, I  have  found  the  following  highly  serviceable : 

5 — Sulph.  sub., I  8s. 

Sennce  confection, §  iss. 

Syr.  simplex q.  s. — Mix. 

To  make  a  mass.  A  teaspoonful  of  this  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning ;  or, 

3 — Ext.  plumbi,  (Goulard's,) 3  iv. 

Tinct.  opii, |    i. — Mix. 

Apply  to  the  piles  as  a  lotion ;  or, 

5 — Pulv.  gallee, 

Auxung  paucina, .^ aa  |  i. — Mix, 

Make  an  ointment,  and  apply  to  the  piles  night  and  morning ;  or, 

IJ — Pulv.  camph., 3  i. 

Pulv.  opii, 3  ii. 

Ung.  gallse, §  ii. — Mix. 

Make  an  ointment,  and  anoint  the  piles  occasionally ;  or, 
5 — Ung.  stramonii, |  ss. 

Acid,  tannic, grs.  iv. 

Strychnia, ' grs.  ii. — Mix. 

Make  an  ointment,  and  introduce  per  anum. 

In  those  cases  of  itching  piles  which  are  sometimes  met  with,  the 
following  will  be  found  exceedingly  useful : 

15 
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5 — UDg.  sulphur, 3  88. 

Ext  belladonnae, 3  il. 

Ung.   spermaceti, 3  ii. — Mue. 

Make  an  ointment,  and  apply  night  and  morning. 
Another  remedy  for  ordinary  piles,  and  which  has  been   extremely 
serviceable  is — 

5 — Ferri  persulphate, 3  ss. 

Cerate  simplex, |    i. — Mh. 

Make  an  ointment,  use  it  at  night,  and  bathe  the  parts  freely  with 
cold  water. 

Those  piles  known  as  '^bleeding  piles,"  will  often  yield  to  the 
following : 

5 — Pulv.  alumen., 3  ii. 

Tinct.  opii, 3  i. 

Cortex  quercus  alb., |  i. 

Aqua  bullient, Oiss. — Mix. 

Infuse,  strain  it,  and  use  at  pleasure  in  form  of  injection. 

A  French  physician  recommends  capsicum  as  a  specific  in  this 
disease,  in  doses  of  one  drachm  a  day,  to  be  taken  with  the  meals. 
Afler  the  disease  has  disappeared,  he  recommends  it  to  be  used  in  half- 
drachm  doses,  once  a  week,  for  a  considerable  time.  As  to  the  efficacy 
of  this  remedy  I  have  no  practical  experience ;  but  it  is  certainly 
worthy  of  a  trial. 

There  are  more  common  remedies  used  and  recommended,  some 
of  which  have  proved  to  be  very  useful,  such  as  cold  water,  Castile 
soap  and  water  by  injection,  or  when  protruded,  anodyne  poultices, 
sitting  over  the  fumes  of  burning  tar  or  oakum,  leeches,  mild  laxatives, 
balsam  copaiba  in  doses  of  twelve  drops  twice  in  twenty  four  hours, 
the  application  of  oakum  to  the  piles,  and  various  other  remedies, 
domestic  and  professional,  which  might  be  mentioned. 

Persons  sul)ject  to  piles  should  studiously  avoid  constipation,  and  in 
the  way  of  medicine,  as  studiously  avoid  all  aloetic  and  other  drastic 
purgatives. 

When  piles  are  felt  to  be  coming  on,  as  they  sometimes  will  be,  by 
slight  itching  of  the  anus,  a  sense  of  heat  and  fullness  there,  and 
occasional  sharp  pains  in  that  region,  the  patient  may  of&en  avoid  the 
difficulty  by  the  simple  use  of  a  Rochelle  p<3wder,  and  sitting  upon  a 
chamber  contaming  hot  water,  in  which  is  dissolved  a  handful  of 
common  salt. — Eclectic  Medical  Journal  of  Pennsylvaniay  May  and 
June,  1870. 
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VERATRUM  VIRIDB  IN  PNEUMONIA. 


BY   A.    OIVSN,    M.    D. 


In  the  treatment  of  pneumonia  the  objt'Ct  of  the  physician,  provided 
he  is  called  in  season,  is  to  arrest  the  disease  in  the  first  or  congestive 
stage.  This,  according  to  my  experience,  may  be  done  in  many  cases 
in  twenty  four  to  forty  eight  hours.  The  plan  by  which  I  have  been 
able  to  accomplish  it  is  this :  To  an  adult  1  give  opium,  calomel,  and 
sanguinaria,  of  each  one  grain,  with  three  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine, 
every  two  to  four  hours  until  the  symptoms  are  relieved.  The  opium 
and  quinine  stimulate  and  support  the  capillaries  of  the  lungs,  while 
the  calomel  promotes  healthy  secretion,  and  the  sanguinaria  acts  as  a 
sedative,  sudorific,  and  expectorant. 

If  the  pneumonia  has  reached  the  inflammatory  stage,  a  different 
course  must  be  pursued.  Our  aim  then  is  to  bring  about  resolution, 
and  avert  the  other  consequences  of  inflammation.  From  the  ob- 
servation I  have  had  in  this  complaint,  I  am  persuaded  that  it  may 
generally  be  cut  short  by  treatment  in  uncomplicated  cases,  and  the 
article  upon  which  I  mainly  rely  for  this  purpose  is  veratrum  viride, 
which,  in  its  power  to  subdue  inordinate  arterial  action,  hts  no 
equal,  I  think,  among  the  remedies  known  to  the  profession.  It  is  an 
efficient  substitute  for  venesection,  and  has  many  obvious  advantages 
over  that  method  of  allaying  arterial  exciicment.  The  physician  has 
it  in  his  power,  by  means  of  veratrum,  to  reduce  the  puls^  at  pleasure, 
without  any  wast  of  the  nutrient  fluid,  and  hence  may  resort  to  it 
without  detriment  to  his  patient  as  often  as  the  pulse  indicates  its  ush. 
It  is  a  powerful  agent,  and  I  am  aware  that  mischief  may  be  done  by 
its  indiscreet  use ;  but  the  alarming  symptoms  which  now  and  then 
follow  its  employment  are  easily  overcome,  and,  judiciously  administered, 
I  regard  it  as  a  perfectly  safe  remedy.  1  have  been  employing  it  now 
almost  every  day  for  twelve  years  past — f  »r  I  prescribe  it  in  all  sthenic 
fevers,  whatever  be  th*  ir  name — and  iu  that  time  1  have  never  witnessed 
any  bad  effects  from  it.  M)  judgment  is  that  the  practitioner  wtio 
neglects  to  employ  it  in  fevers  and  inflammations  euts  himself  off  from 
a  most  valuable  therapeutic  agent,  and  deprives  his  patients  of  a 
preci**us  resource  for  shortening  their  suffr rings.  In  only  one  case 
have  I  ever  been  alarmed  by  it;*  powerful  sedative  action.  A  young 
lady  in  pneumonia  was  directed  to  take  it  in  the  dose  which  I  usually 
prescribe,  every  two  or  four  hours,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
symptoms.     During  the  night  her  fever  rose  very  high,  and  the  nurse 
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doubled  the  dose  prescribed,  giving  it  every  two  hours.  I  was  sent  for 
to  see  my  patient  early  in  the  morning,  and  found  her  bathed  in 
perspiration  and  cold,  with  a  slow  and  almost  impreceptible  pulse. 
But  she  was  soon  relieved  by  morphine  and  brandy,  and  on  strong 
coffee  and  beef  essence  was  soon  convalescent,  and  made  a  quick  re- 
covery. Her  fever  never  returned  after  the  energetic  action  of  the 
veratrum. 

During  an  experience  oi  twelve  years,  and  in  the  treatment  of  one 
hundred  cases  of  pneumonia,  I  have  sometimes  made  the  experiment 
of  omiting  the  veratrum,  and  I  am  sure  I  can  not  be  mistaken  when  I 
say  that  in  all  such  cases  the  disease  was  greatly  prolonged.  I  can  not 
better  illustrate  my  mode  of  employing  the  remedy  than  by  the 
following  history  of  a  few  cases  of  pneumonia. 

Case  I. — F.  D.,  aged  twenty- four,  of  phlethoric  habit,  sent  for  me 
on  the  21st  of  December,  1869.  Found  him  breathing  hurriedly,  and 
complaining  of  pain  in  the  right  side,  a  little  below  the  nipple ;  face 
(lushed ;  lips  purple ;  skin  hot  and  dry  ;  tongue  dry  and  furred ;  pulse 
one  hundred  and  twenty;  cough,  with  expectoration  of  mucus  and 
blood.  Gave  a  grain  of  calomel,  one  of  opium,  and  ten  of  nitrate  of 
potash,  every  four  hours,  to  be  alternated  with  the  following :  compound 
syrup  of  squills,  syrup  of  ipecac,  tincture  of  sanguinaria,  and  camphor- 
ated tincture  of  opium — of  each  half  an  ounce,  and  a  half  drachm  of 
tincture  of  veratrum — ^a  teaspoonful  every  four  hours ;  iced  lemonade 
cd  libitum. 

22d.  Pulse  one  hundred  and  ten;  less  pain;  breathing  easier; 
tongue  moist ;  cough  increased ;  expectoration  more  copious,  and  more 
blood  in  sputa.  Ordered  castor-oil  and  spirits  of  turpentine  to  move 
his  bowels ;  discontinued  the  powders,  and  directed  opium,  sanguinaria, 
and  chlorate  potash,  every  four  hours,  with  the  sedative  cough-mixture. 

23d.  Patient  has  slept  better ;  bowels  moved ;  lips  less  livid ;  pulse 
one  hundred ;  skin  moist.     Continue  treatment. 

24th.  Pulse  one  hundred  and  ten;  tongue  and  skin  dry;  cough 
tight.  Gave  two  grains  calomel,  with  eight  of  Dover's  powder,  and 
directed  the  cough- mixture  to  be  given  every  two  hours  until  ex- 
pectoration became  free  or  the  skin  moist. 

25th.  Pulse  ninety;  skin  moist;  expectoration  free  and  easy. 
Prescribed  cough  mixture  every  four  hours ;  alternated  with  two  grains 
quinine,  and  a  half  grain  each  of  opium  and  sanguinaria. 

26th.      Pulse   eighty-seven;  expectoration  free  and    nearly  clear 
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of  blood;   breathbg  easy;   skin  moist.     Cougl^-mixture  to  be  given 
every  six  hours  ia  coojunction  with  the  opium,  quinine,  and  sanguinaria. 

27th.  All  the  symptoms  are  improved.  Discontinue  the  veratrum 
mixture;  ordered  infusion  of  seneca  and  asclepias  tuberosa  as  a 
stimulant  expectorant.  Patient  continued  to  convalesce,  and  on  the  30tb 
was  dismissed. 

Cask  If.  M.  W.,  aged  six  years.  Called  January  6,  1870,  and 
found  patient  with  the  following  symptoms :  Pulse  one  hundred  and 
twenty;  face  flushed;  lips  purple;  breathing  quick;  tongue  dry; 
cough  hard  and  hacking ;  crepitant  rale  over  the  anterior  and  posterior 
lobes  of  the  right  lung.  Gave  half  a  grain  of  calomel,  one.  grain 
of  Dover's  powder,  and  four  grains  nitrate  of  potash,  every  four  hours, 
with  fifteen  drops  of  the  veratrum  cough-mixture.  Ordered  a  poultice 
of  raw  onions,  thoroughly  mashed,  over  the  chest;  a  poultice,  I 
would  remark,  superior  to  any  other  1  ever  used. 

7th.  Pulse  one  hundred  and  forty;  breathing  quick.  Castor-oi) 
and  two  grains  of  calomel  to  move  the  bowels ;  veratrum  mixture  to 
be  increased  so  as  to  give  one  drop  of  the  tincture  every  four  hours, 
with  chlorate  of  potash,  sanguinaria,  and  Dover's  powder. 

8th.  Pulse  one  hundred ;  skin  moist ;  expectoration  free  and  easy ; 
bowels  moved.  Cough  mixture  to  be  continued  in  connection  with 
quinine,  Dover's  powder,  and  sanguinaria. 

9th.  Symptoms  all  improved.  Discontinue  the  veratrum,  and 
take  asclepias  and  seneca  infusion.  Continued  to  improve,  and  dis- 
missed on  the  11th. 

Case  III.  J.  D.,  jiged  fifty-five,  had  a  chill  February  18,  J870  ;  and 
a  few  hours  afler  found  him  with  pain  in  l^he  left  side ;  dry  hacking 
cough ;  crepitant  rale  over  the  anterior  portion  of  the  chest ;  pulse 
ninety-six ;  countenance  dusky.  Ordered  calomel,  opium  and 
saDguinaria,  of  each  a  grain,  and  three  grains  of  quinine,  every  four 
hours  alternated  with  the  cough-mixture  containing  veratrum. 

19th.  Patient  so  much  relieved  that  1  thought  no  further  treatment 
necessary. 

20th.  At  three  p.  m.,  found  him  (3oughing,  and  expectorating  mucus 
with  blood  ;  breathing  hurriedly  ;  pulse  one  hundred.  Ordered  six 
grains  Dover's  powder,  a  half  grain  of  sanguinaria,  two  grains  of  quinine, 
and  ten  grains  chlorate  of  potash,  every  four  hours,  with  the  cough- 
mixture. 

21st.     Pulse  eighty-five ;   skin  moist ;    no  pain ;   the  cough  nearly 
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gone ;  sleeps  well ;  and  appetite  returning.     Next  day  patient  sent  me 
word  he  was  up  and  walking  about. 

In  reviewing  these  cases,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  symptoms 
of  inflammation  yielded  in  the  first  on  the  fiflh  day,  when  convalescence 
was  fairly  eatablished ;  in  the  second  case  convalescence  commenced  on 
the  morning  of  the  third  day,  and  on  the  fifth  the  patient  was  dismissed  ; 
and  in  the  third  case,  the  disease  was  checked  within  four  and  twenty 
hours ;  and  though  by  the  imprudence  of  tbe  patient  it  was  set  up  again 
two  days  later,  it  yielded  promptly  to  treatment.  It  will  be  remarked 
that  I  have  in  every  case  conjoined  other  remedies  with  the  veratrum. 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  this  remedy  alone  I  would  not  assume  to 
decide ;  nor  would  I  be  disposed  to  rely  in  many  diseases  upon  any 
single  article ;  but  I  feel  very  certain  that  no  other  medicine  will  produce 
the  effects  which  may  be  expected  from  the  veratrum,  and  that  the 
prompt  cures  in  pneumonia  which  follow  its  administration  are  at- 
tributable to  it. — American  Practitioner,  June,  1870. 


I  •  ^  •  I 


BROMIDE   OF  POTASSIUM  IN  DIABETES. 


BY   W.    B,    FLETCHER,   M.    D.,    OF   INDIANAPOLIS. 


Prof.  Austin  Flint,  Sr.,  published  an  article  in  the  January  number 
of  the  American  Practitioner ,  "  On  the  Bromide  of  Potassium  in 
Saccharine  Diabetes."  Acting  upon  the  suggestions  contained  in  tha 
above  named  article,  we  have  administered  the  bromide  in  two  cases 
with  very  good  results.  A  man,  aged  forty  three,  had  been  under  our 
treatment  for  about  four  months.  The  urine  passed  during  twenty-four 
hours  sometimes  amounted  to  nine  quarts;  specific  gravity  1.039; 
sugar  abundant.  The  patient  had  lost  all  sexual  appetite.  Under  the 
use  of  ergot  and  muriated  tincture  of  iron,  the  quantity  of  urine  and 
amount  of  sugar  were  somewhat  diminished,  but  not  enough  to  warrant 
a  hope  of  his  final  recovery.  About  the  first  of  February  we  began 
administering  to  him  thirty  grains  of  the  bromide  thrice  daily.  Two 
weeks  afterwards  the  remedy  was  temporarily  discontinued  on  account 
of  a  pustular  eruption  appearing  upuu  the  arms  'and  legs,  which  was 
extremely  annoying  to  the  patient.  The  eruption  was  peculiarly  sting- 
ing and  itching  in  character,  and  demanded  constant  attention  in  the 
way  of  rubbing  and  scratching  to  be  at  all  endurable.  The  bromide 
was  continued,  after  one  week's  intermission,  in  twenty  grain  doses, 
three  times  a  day.  Anti-diabetic  diet  was  conjoined  with  the  above 
treatment. 
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Patient's  normal  weight  was  about  170,  but  at  that  time  he  weighed 
only  135  pounds. 

At  the  present  time  the  patient  says  he  feels  much  stronger ;  his 
thirst  is  not  so  great ;  he  does  not  complain  of  the  "  sweet  taste " 
which  formerly  annoyed  him.  The  skin  is  not  dry  as  before.  The 
urine  is  lessened  in  quantity  by  about  one  half,  and  there  is  a  corres- 
ponding decrease  of  the  relative  amount  of  sugar.  Specific  gravity  of 
urine  1.03*1. 

Mrs.  M.  was  suffering  from  diabetes,  passing  six  quarts  of  urine  in 
twenty -four  hours.  Specific  gravity  1,040  ;  highly  saccharine ;  of  pale 
slightly  yellow  color ;  she  was  drinking  large  quantities  of  water  and 
always  felt  thirsty. 

The  disease  had  only  been  in  progress  a  few  weeks.  She  was  or- 
dered to  take  ten  grains  of  bromide  of  potassium  three  times  daily ; 
also  wine  of  iron  before  each  meal. 

The  change  was  very  marked;  the  thirst  diminishing  within  two 
days,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  quantity  of  urine,  as  well  as  quality, 
approached  the  normal  standard.  While  taking  the  bromide  she  was 
constantly  sleeping,  and  it  was  finally  discontinued  for  a  week,  without 
•any  return  of  the  symptoms,  but  the  sugar  was  yet  apparent  in  the 
urine.  Small  doses  (two  grains)  was  then  ordered  to  be  taken  as 
before,  when,  in  three  weeks  time,  all  symptoms  had  disappeared. 

Of  course,  in  the  above  cases,  it  would  be  hasty  to  pronounce  them 
cured;  but  from  the  decided  improvement  from  the  first,  with  the 
treatment,  it  has  given  me  great  hopes  that  we  have  a  remedy  of  much 
value  in  the  treatment  of  diabetes  which  is  new  and  valuable. — Indiana 
Journal  of  Medicine^  May,  1870. 


— OF — 

Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 

Work  Done  by  the  Human  Heart. — From  a  long  article  on  this 
subject  in  a  recent  number  of  liature,  we  condense  the  following 
interesting  facts : 

The  total  daily  work  of  the  human  heart  is  equivalent  to  124.208 
tons  of  2.240  poimds  each,  lifted  one  foot. 

The  daily  labor  of  the  workingman,  deduced  from  long  continued 
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observation  of  various  kinds  of  labor,  is  found  to  be  equal  to  354  tons 
lifted  through  one  foot,  during  ten  hours.  This  is  less  than  three  times 
the  work  done  by  a  single  heart,  beating  day  and  night  for  twenty  four 
hours;  so  that  three  old  women  sitting  beside  the  fire,  alternately 
spinning  and  sleeping,  do  more  work  by  the  constant  beating  of  their 
hearts,  than  can  be  done  in  a  day  by  the  sturdiest  farm  laborer. 

In  a  boat  race,  it  is  calculated  that  fifbeen  foot-pounds  of  work  are 
performed  by  each  ^unce  of  muscle  during  each  minute  of  the  rowing. 
No  muscular  labor  that  man  can  undertake  is  more  severe  than  this  ; 
and  yet  this  labor  is  only  three-fourths  of  that  which  is  exerted  day 
and  night  during  life  by  each  of  our  hearts. 

If  the  heart  should  expend  its  entire  force  in  lifting  its  own  weight 
vertically,  it  could  raise  that  weight  19.754  feet  in  an  hour. 

An  active  pedestrian  can  climb  from  Zermatt  to  the  top  of  Monte 
Kosa,  9.000  feet,  in  nine  hours ;  or  can  lift  his  own  body  at  the  rate 
of  one  thousand  feet  an  hour,  which  is  only  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
energy  of  the  heart. 

When  the  railroad  was  built  from  Trieste  to  Vienna,  a  prize  was 
ofiered  for  the  locomotive  engine  that  could  lifl  its  own  weight  through 
the  greatest  hight  in  one  hour.  The  ^'  Bavaria,"  which  won  the  prize^ 
lifted  itself  through  2.700  feet  in  an  hour.  This  is  the  greatest  feat  yet 
accomplished  on  steep  grades,  and  is  considered  very  remarkable ;  but 
it  is  only  one-eighth  of  the  mechanical  force  of  the  heart. 

The  heart,  then,  is  the  most  wonderftil  of  machines.  Its  energy 
equals  one- third  of-  the  total  daily  force  of  a  strong  man ;  it  exceeds 
by  one-third  the  labor  of  the  muscles  in  a  boat  race,  estimated  by  equal 
weights  of  muscle ;  and  it  is  twenty  times  the  force  of  all  the  muscles 
used  in  climbing,  and  eight  times  the  force  of  the  most  powerful  engine 
which  the  art  of  man  has  yet  constructed. — Boston  Jour,  Ckem, — 
Oregon  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter^  May,  1870. 


Chloral. — Dr.  Comeoys  has  had  several  fine  results  with  chloral  in 
cases  of  delirium  tremens  and  chorea ;  in  the  latter  in  conjunction  with 
iron.  The  first  recovery  of  co-ordinate  power  was,  however,  with 
chloral  alone.  In  an  obstinate  case  of  delirium  tremens  he  had  ad- 
ministered 60  grs.,  after  a  previous  dose  of  30  grs.  Ten  hours  sleep 
followed. 

Recently  he  had  encountered  a  case  of  labor  characterized  by  a  rigid 
undilated  os*;  the  case  was  a  miscarriage  at  4th  month.  The  os  dilated 
to  about  the  size  of  a  dime,  excrutiating  pains  were  complained  of,  and 
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no  sleep  had  been  possible  for  48  hours;  15  grs.  chloral  secured  sleep 
in  less  than  10  minutes  for  the  space  of  2  hours,  when  the  process  of 
dilatation  was  well  advanced. 

Dr.  Miles  reported  a  case  of  delirium  tremens  of  violent  character 
requiring  the  assistance  of  two  or  three  persons  to  detain  the  patient  in 
bed.  30  grs.  chloral  secured  30  minutes  dozing,  and  40  minutes  sound 
sleep.  After  taking  the  remedy  the  temperature  was  100°,  the  pulse 
140.  One  hour  after  the  temperature- was  97°,  pulse  more  natural. 
Patient  arose  delirious;  20  grs.  more  secured  15  hours  sound  sleep. 
On  awaking  food  was  taken.  At  10  a.  m.  there  was  no  delirium. 
Recovery  was  rapid,  no  tremor  remained,  and  but  little  debility. 

Dr.  Ludlow  has  used  chloral  in  one  case  of  delirium  tremens.  In 
July  last  he  was  called  to  see  a  woman  45  years  of  age,  who  had  been 
drinking  for  6  or  8  months.  She  was  then  in  the  incipient  stage  of 
alcoholism.  She  was  treated  with  'morphia,  and  bromide  of  ammonia 
and  potash  for  24  hours.  She  had  no  sleep  for  2  nights  before.  Beef 
tea  was  also  ordered.  Third  night,  no  sleep.  At  4  o'clock  on  the  4th 
day  she  became  uncontrollable.  Chlo];^l,  grs.  xxx,  ordered  at  once; 
Shortly  after  she  was  drowsy.  At  the  end  of  ^  hour,  grs.  xv  more 
ordered.  Slept  then  till  7  o'clock,  when  she  awoke  rational,  and 
without  subsultus.  Beef  tea  and  a  small  amount  of  stimulus  ordered. 
Soon  after  9  o'clock  she  fell  asleep.  At  4  o'clock,  her  husband  found 
her  on  the  floor ;  10  or  15  minutes  after  he  heard  a  gurgling  noise,  and 
on  examination  she  was  dead.  Nq  post  mortem  having  been  held,  he 
was  unable  to  assign  a  cause. —  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer ^  May^ 
1870. 


Collodion  in  Enuresis. — Sir  D.  J.  Corrioan,  Ireland,  calls  attention 
to  a  mechanical  treatment  of  this  trouble,  in  which,  while  the  prepuce 
slightly  curved  up  is  held  with  the  left  hand,  the  surgeon  smears  over 
the  little  cup  thus  formed  by  the  extremity  of  the  prepuce  with  collodion 
by  means  of  a  small  camel's  hair  pencil  or  blunt  end  of  a  penholder. 
Almost  as  fiist  as  applied  the  collodion  solidifies.  In  contracting  it  draws 
closely  together  the  edges  of  the  prepuce,  and  thus  the  exit  for  the  es- 
caping urine  is  closed.  A  boy  of  eleven  years  of  age  has,  after  one 
lesson,  been  able  to  use  the  collodion.  A  fortnight's  use  is  sometimes 
sufficient  for  the  cure.  A  relapse  is  easily  dealt  with.  When  the  child 
or  youth  desires  to  pass  water,  the  little  wedge  or  cap  of  collodion  is 
easily  removed  with  > the  finger  nail.  When  '^  I  first  used  this  collodion 
application  my  expectation  was  that  the  bladder  would  act  so  forcibly 
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gainst  it  as  to  cause  sudden  pain,  and  oblige  the  patient  to  jump  at 
once  out  of  bed  and  quickly  remove  the  collodion,  and  that  he  should 
then  repeat  the  application  before  returning  to  sleep.  I  was  agreeably 
■disappointed.  There  was  no  pain ;  no  awaking ;  but  on  rising  in  the 
morning  the  prepuce  was  found  slightly  distended  with  urine,  and  the 
collodion  was  removed  without  difficulty."  It  is  most  easy  of  application, 
occupies  scarcely  a  minute,  and  can  be  carried  out  at  school  or  elsewhere 
in  perfect  privacy. — Dublin  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medical  Science, — 
American  Practitioner,  May,  1870. 

New  Prbventivb  Treatment  of  Abortion. — Women  apt  to  abort, 
do  so  usually  at  or  about  the  epoch  of  the  menstrual  discharge,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  congestion  which,  even  in  pregnancy,  recurs  at  these 
epochs.  Dr.  De  Beaufort  mentions  in  the  Bulletin  de  Theropeutique 
the  objections  to  attacking  these  congestions  with  repeated  venesections, 
and  then  narrates  five  cases  in  which  he  had  flattering  success  by  using 
bromide  of  potassium  for  about  eight  days  before  and  after  the  epochs, 
,  during  the  whole  pregnancy.  The  dose  was  from  30  to  60  grains  a  day. 
The  effect  of  the  drug  on  the  foetus  was  to  reduce  its  movements,  while 
the  heart  was  not  weakened.  .A^er  birth  the  children  cried  little  for  a 
day  or  two,  and  seemed  little  inclined  to  take  the  breast.  If  fed  with 
a  spoon,  the  act  of  deglutition  was  very  slow.  These  symptoms  all 
disappeared  in  24  or  48  hours. 

It  seems  to  us  that  in  view  of  the  very  obvious  effects  of  long  con- 
tinued doses  of  this  drug  on  the  mental  powers,  that  its  use  in  this  way 
should  be  ventured  upon  with  hesitation,  lest  the  intellectual  capacity 
of  the  child  should  be  permanently  injured,  a  question  to  which  Dr.  De 
Beaufort  does  not  refer. — American  Eclectic  Medical  Review,  May,  1870. 

Painter's  Colic. — In  painter's  colic  I  have  used  it  in  the  following 
combination : 

B     Pulv.  opii 

Pulv.  camph., aii  grs.  ii. 

Sub-sulph., 

Sacch.  alb., aa    3    ss.     Mix, 

Div.  in  charts  No.  4.     One  every  two  hours  or  oflener. 

Mons.  Tourtnal,  a  French  physician,  recommends  sulphur  and  white 
sugar,  equal  parts ;  and  half  teaspoonful  doses  of  this  mixture  to  be 
administered  in  the  convulsive  cough  preceding  measles. 

Piles. — In  piles,  I  have  used  the  following  combination  with  success 
in  some  cases : 
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5    Sub-sulph., 3  ss. 

Confect.  senna), |  iss. 

Syr.   simplex, q.  s. — Mix, 

A  teaspoonful  night  and  morning. 

Another  formula,  in  the  same  difficulty,  which  has  been  highly 
recommended  but  which  I  have  never  yet  tried,  is  : 

5     Podophillin, 

Leptandrin, iia  grs.  iv. 

Pulv.  capsicum, 

Sub  sulph.,*. aa  grs.  viii, — Mia-. 

Ft.  pil.  No.  12.  One  every  night. — Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  March 
and  April,  1870. 

Dyspepsia. — J.  W.  Craigkn,  M.  D.,  {^Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter) 
says:  ^^]f  the  patient  is  troubled  with  supra  orbital  headache,  con- 
stipation, cold  feet,  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  stomach  after  meals, 
furred  tongue,  and  clay-colored  stools,  I  would  advise  the  compound 
rhubarb  pill  for  constipation." 

For  flatus : 

5     Acidi  Carbolic, gr.  ji.-j. 

Glycerinfic, |  i.    M. 

Sig. — ^Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

5     Elixir  Pepsine,  Strychnice,  et.  Bismuth, 

Teaspoonful  directly  after  meals. 

"  I  have  found  the  elixir  to  be  of  great  benefit  in  dyspepsia.  I  believe 
it  will  cure  when  nothing  else  will." 

TiiK  Thermometer  in  Disease. — Dr.  J.  G.  Thomas  {Galveston 
Medical  Journal)  has  used  the  thermometer  with  great  satisfaction  in 
his  investigations  of  disease,  and  has  found,  with  every  acute  disease  in 
which  he  has  made  observations,  that  where  the  temperature  remains 
the  same  in  the  morning  that  it  was  in  the  evening,  the  indication  is 
that  the  patient  is  or  will  be  worse.  In  pneumonia,  when  there  is  a 
marked  fall  in  the  temperature,  we  may  be  sure  the  disease  has  reached 
a  crisis,  and  improvement  will  begin.  This  rule  holds  good  with  a 
majority  of  diseases,  but  with  regard  to  pneumonia  it  has  been  seen 
hours  before  improvement  could  have  been  guessed  at  by  other  means. 
By  the  thermometer,  a  diagnosis  of  this  disease  has  been  made  long 
before  the  crepitant  rale  makes  its  appearance. — Oregon  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter ,  May  1870. 
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Shai^l  Syphilitics  Marry? — Prof.  W.  Bosck,  in  oriticising  an 
article  on  prostitution^  which  appeared  some  time  since  in  the  West- 
minister Review,  says  the  first  child  or  children  of  a  woman  who  has 
had  constitutional  syphilis  after  puberty  will  commonly  be  syphilitic. 
If  the  father  has  had  constitutional  syphilis  the  child  may  be  born 
syphilitic,  but  this  is  the  exception,  not  the  rule.  "  I  am  aware  that 
these  views  are  opposed  to  those  of  the  books,  but  they  are  true  to 
nature.  When  a  man  who  has  had  constitutional  syphilis  asks  me  if  he 
can  with  propriety  marry,  I  recommend  him  to  do  so,  telling  him  that 
his  wife  may  bear  him  a  syphilitic  child,  but  that  this  is  the  exception, 
not  the  rule ;  and  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  regret  the  advice  given." 
— American  PractitioneVy  May,  1870. 

Tincture  Gelssmium  in  Trumatic  Tetanus. — Dr.  Thomas  Smith, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  reports  a  case  of  lockjaw  following  an  injury  of  the 
hand,  in  which,  afler  amputating  a  portion  of  a  finger,  he  gave  the 
gelsemium  in  enormous  doses  with  apparently  the  best  effects.  The 
patient  took  within  ten  days  sixteen  ounces  of  the  tincture.  For 
several  days  in  succession  he  got  two  drachms  every  hour  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  half  that  quantity  every  hour  through- 
out the  night.  These  unprecedented  'doses  produced  some  giddiness, 
blindness,  and  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  but  not  in  the  degree  in  which 
the  phenomena  are  often  observed  where  the  medicine  is  given  in  even 
the  usual  quantities. — Baltimore  Medical  Journal. — American  Prac- 
titioner, May,  1870. 

Neuralgic  Pill. — In  the  January  number  of  the  New  Orleans 
Journal  of  Medicine,  Dr.  Osborn,  of  Greensboro,  Ala.,  publishes  the 
following  formula,  which,  in  his  practice,  he  has  found  very  effectual  in 
the  relief  of  neuralgic  affections : 

9     Zinci  cyanidi gr.    vj. 

Quinia;  sulphatis gr.    ix. 

Morphias  sulphatis gr.  iss. 

Extracti  belladonnsB gr.   iij. 

M.  et  a.  mas.  div.  in  pil  No.  vj.  Sig.  One  pill  every  6  hours  till 
pain  is  relieved. — Detroit  Review  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  April, 
1870. 


Psoriasis. — Dr.  Fredrick  Simms,  in  the  British  Medical  Journal^ 
recommends  balsam  of  capaiba  in  doses  of  from  ten  to  twenty  minims 
with  liquor  potasses  and  mucilage,  gradually  increasing  the  dose.     With 
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youDg  subjects  and  ia  fresh  cases  the  copaiba  rash  soon  appears,  and  as 
it  leaves  seems  to  carry  ofi  the  disease.  In  old  subjects  the  rash  is  not 
as  likely  to  appear,  and  the  cure  is  not  as  speedy,  but  will  sometimes  be 
effected  without  the  appearance  of  the  rash.  Erysipelas  ■.  complicated 
one  case,  but  only  one — was  transcient,  and  did  not  interfere  with  the 
cure. — Half-  Yearly  Abatract, — Mick.  University  Med.  Jour. — American 
Eclectic  Medical  Review y  M&j,  1870. 

CuBBBS  IN  DiPHTiiBRiA. — M.  Vasliu,  intcrno  of  the  St.  Eugenie 
Hospital,  Paris,  reports  eight  cases  of  diphtheria  treated,  in  the  wards 
of  M.  Bergeron,  with  the  saccharate  of  cubebs,  with  seven  recoveries 
and  one  death.  No  local  applications  were  used.  The  false  membranes 
were  gradually  dissolved,  the  duration  of  the  disease  not  exceeding  ten 
days.  The  manner  of  preparing  the  saccharate  is  not  stated.  Six  or 
seven  drachms  were  given  in  divided  doses  during  the  day.  The  disease 
is  stated  to  have  been  primary  in  almost  all  the  casesj  with  the  false 
membrane  existing  mainly  on  the  tonsils. — American  Practitioner ,  June, 
1870. 

The  Treatment  of  Chronic  Uterine  Catarrh. — Dr.  S.  W.  Play- 
fair,  {British  Medical  Journal,)  treats  this  intractable  disease  by  swab- 
bing out  the  interior  of  the  uterine  cavity  with  cotton-wool  saturated  in 
a  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  the  wool  being  thinly  wrapped  round  a 
flexible  probe  of  metal  or  whalebone,  and  avers  that  he  had  not  yet  met 
whh  a  case  of  the  disease  which  had  not  either  been  entirely  cured,  or 
at  least  greatly  ameliorated ;  and  that  he  had  never  seen  any  bad 
consequences  follow  this  practice. — Half  Yearly  Abstract. — American 
Eclectic  Med.  Review,  May,  1870. 

DiARRH(£A  IN  CHILDREN. — ^Thc  followiug  powdcr  for  diarrhoea  in 

children,  has  been  highly  recommended : 

Pepsin, ^  dram. 

Bismuth  sub  nit 10  grs. 

Pulverizen  opium, ^       gr. 

Carbolic  acid, ^       gr. 

Mix  and  make  ten  powders.     One  every  three  hours. — Oregon  Med. 

and  Surg.  Reporter,  May,  1870. 

Vehicle  of  Exhibiting  Chloral  Hydrate. — Dr  Napheys,  in  his 

"  Modern  Therapeutics  "  gives  this  formula : 

g     Chloral  hy dratis, |    ss. 

Syrup  Tolutani, 

Aquee, aa.  f.  §  iii.    M. 

Sig. — One  to  four  tablespoonsful  for  dose  with  water. 
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Scarlatinal  Sorb  Throat. — An  excelietit  prescription  for  scarlatina 
with  sore  throat,  is  one  grain  of  extract  belladonna,  four  ounces  of 
water,  and  one  dram  tincture  capsicum. — Oregon  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter^  May,  1870. 
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Clyde,  K  Y.,  June  6tli,  1870. 

Messrs.  Editors  Journal  Materia  Medica. 

Permit  me  to  add  my  astonishment,  to  that  of  others,  that 
mercury,  podophyllum  and  taraxacum,  have  no  influence  upon 
the  liver.  In  other  words,  that  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  practico 
of  medicine  and  surgery,  lor  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and  that 
scarcely  a  week  of  that  time  has  passed,  but  what  I  have  had 
occasion  to  send  mercury  on  a  mission  to  the  liver,  and  have  not 
as  yet,  learned  that  the  mission  was  unsatisfactorily  performed. 

Is  it  possible  that  it  has  been  left  for  a  committee  of  medical 
gentlemen,  in  this  nineteenth  century,  to  rise  and  report  that  the 
medical  professito  have  for  all  ages,  been  laboring  under  a  delusion  ? 
Oh,  shame !  where  is  thy  blush  ?  'Tis  not  true  gentlemen  editors. 
If  such  is  the  case  why  do  we  have  instances  of  this  kind  occur  to 
us  daily,  especially  during  the  vernal  months,  in  central  New  York  ? 
A  patient  calls  at  your  office  with  a  train  of  symptoms,  upon 
enquiring,  you  ascertain,  that  the  color  of  the  intestinal  evacuations 
is  light-green,  or  brown. 

Combined  with  this  phenomenon,  other  indications  point  to  the 
liver  as  imperfectly  performing  its  fanctiona  Give  him,  or  her, 
one  or  two  grains  of  Hyd.  Cum  Creta  every  night,  to  be  followed 
once  in  two  or  three  mornings,  until  the  digestions  are  of  a  proper* 
color,  with  some  saline  laxative,  and  the  patient  is  restored. 

Such  instances,  I  have  known  by  the  hundred,  yea,  by  the 
thousand.  I  confess  I  have  less  faith  in  the  podophyllin  than  I 
have  in  mercury,  still  I  know  that  will  bring  about  the  same  results^ 
although  with  me,  not  so  readily. 

I  know  that  the  liver  has  been,  and  is  now,  charged  with  many 
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crimes  of  which  it  is  not  guilty ;  still,  because  some  man  has 
committed  an  error  in  diagnosis,  or  some  ignoramus,  or  charlatan 
has  arraigned  the  liver  and  had  it  indicted  for  all  "  the  ills  which 
flesh  is  heir  to,"  does  that  in  the  least  degree  justify  an  intelligent 
medical  man  in  condemning  a  remedy?  I  think  not  I  beg 
pardon  for  having  drawn  this  commimication  to  its  present  length, 
and  will  promise,  should  I  again  feel  obliged  to  protest  against  the 
dissemination  of  such  a  fallacy,  as  is  that  paraded  before  the 
profession  by  "John  Hughes  Bennett,  M.  D."  a  shorter,  con- 
sequently more  interesting  letter. 

Truly  yours, 

D.  CALVIN. 


Messrs.  Editors  : 

Sirs: — Having  seen  notliing  in  your  very  valuable  Monthly 
^^  Journal  of  Materia  Medica^^  in  regard  to  disguising  the  taste  of 
Sulphate  of  Quinine,  I  wish  to  recommend  to  your  favorable  notice,. 
Chocolate  combined  with  Syrup  of  Orange  Peel.  This  vehicle  in  my 
experience,  has  been  found  to  effectually  disguise  the  disagreeable,  and 
nauseating  taste,  which  so  oflen  readers  Sulphate  of  Quinine  objection- 
able in  prescriptions.  The  following  is  the  formulae  which  I  am  ac- 
customed to  use : 

'^     Quiniae  Sulphatis 3     i. 

Cocoa 3     i. 

Syrupus  Aurantii  Corticis f.   3  xx. 

Triturate  well  the  Cocoa,  after  which  add  the  quinine  and  orange 

peel.     Then  mix  thoroughly. 

Respectfully  yours, 

WM.  H.  LACEY. 


• 


EPITHETIAL  CANCER  TREATED   BY   CARBOLATED 

GLYCERINE. 


BY    C.    R.    HARRIS,    M.    D.,    STAUNTON,   VA. 


Samuel  Johnson,  colored,  set,,  70,  had  suffered  for  months  with  epi- 
thetial  cancer  of  the  cheek,  and  had  attacked  the  eye.  The  sur- 
rounding tissues  were  involved ;  cheek  desperately  swollen.  This 
patient  was  seen  by  our  Mr.  Bates  of  your  firm,  last  Dec.,  when  he  was 
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nearly  well.  I  had  him  to- night  to  my  office  for  this  purpose.  There 
was  some  disposition  in  the  disease  to  return  in  March  last,  but  he  is 
now  entirely  well, 

5     Carbolic  acid,  crystallized grs  90. 

Glycerine, ^ .  |  i. 

Heated  in  warm  bath  of  130  to  dissolve  aiid  mix  well.  Apply  twice 
per  day,  morning  and  night.  Nitrate  silver  applied  to  edges  of  the 
diseased  surfaces.  Tinct.  Iodine  over  indurated  surrounding  tissues. 
Fowler's  Solution,  gtt.  8  ter  die  in  3  ss.  of  compd.  syrup  Sarsaparilla. 
Whenever  the  local  application  of  the  Carbolated  Glycerine  was  dis- 
continued, the  surface  began  to  assume  an  unhealthy  character,  which 
convinced  me  that  the  local  and  not  the  constitutional  treatment  played 
the  most  important  part  of  the  treatment,  and  effected  the  cure. 

The  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  Mr.  Bates  thought  large  beyond  pre 
cedent.     This  case  had  been  treated  by  other  physicians,  with  different 
remedies,  all  of  no  avail,  hence  I  was  induced  to  try  above  remedies. 


WOMAN'S  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  THE  NEW   YORK 

INFIRMARY. 

The  Winter  Session  of  1870-71,  will  open  on  the  first  Monday  in 
October,  and  continue  twenty-four  weeks. 

FEES   FOR    THE    WINTER    COURSE. 

Full  course  of  Lectures  (each  ticket  $15) $105  00 

Matriculation  Ticket 5  00 

Demonstrator's  Fee 10  00 

Graduation  Fee $30  00 

The  corps  of  instructors  is  complete,  and  particular  provision  made 
for  the  leading  specialties  in  our  profession. 

The  Board  of  examiners  consist  of  men  eminently  proficient,   and 
every  effort  is  promised  to  make  the  institution  thorough  and  correct  in  . 
its  teachings,  and  to  give  woman  every  possible  and  desirable  facility 
for  acquiring  a  knowledge  both  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine. 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  Names,  Town, 
County  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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RUBUS  VILLOSUS. 

{Common  Blackberry,) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


Natural  Order. — This  genus  belongs  to  the  natural  order 
Rosaceae,  of  Juss.  and  to  Senticasse  of  Lin. 

Eubus,  in  the  sexual  system  belongs  to  class  Icosandria^  and 
order  Polygynia, 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  5-cleft,  inferior;  corol.  5- 
petalled;  pistils  numerous;  berry  composed  of  many  juicy  1-seed- 
ed  acines,  on  a  dry  receptacle. 

Specific  Character. — (Flowers  large  and  white;  blooms  in 
June,  and  its  fruit  is  ripe  in  August  and  September ;  stem  woody ; 
root  perennial.)  Stem  pubescent,  hispid,  and  prickly;  leaves 
digitate,  in  three  or  fives ;  leafets  ovate,  acuminate,  serrate,  hairy 
both  sides;  petioles  prickly;  calyx  short,  acuminate;  racemes 
naked ;  petals  lancc-ovata  It  attains  the  height  ot  from  four  to 
fiix  feet. 

Habitat. — ^North  America  ;  it  is  found  in  uncultivated  fields^ 
17 
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pastures,  about  fences,  and  the  borders  of  woods,  from  Canada  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Pboperties. — Tonic  and  astringent 

Part  Used. — Eoot  The  medicinal  properties  of  the  root  are 
to  be  found  only  in  the  bark,  the  woody  portion  being  tasteless 
and  inert  The  bark  ol  the  root  contains  tannic  acid  and  other 
unimportant  ingredients. 

History. — Kubus,  Lat,  rvber^  red,  from  Celtic  imb ;  the  plant 
presenting  a  red  hue. 

Prof.  Lee  observes :  "  This  is  a  very  extensive  genus,  embracing 
more  than  one  hundred  different  species,  of  which  twenty-three  are 
found  in  North  America."  I  believe  Botanists  have  described 
twenty-nine  species  found  in  North  America. 

Dr.  Bigelow  regards  this  agent  as  a  powerful  astringent  He 
says  that  he  has  tried  its  operation  sufficiently  to  become  satisfied 
of  its  efficacy  both  internally  and  externally  used  in  a  variety  of 
cases  which  admit  of  relief  from  medicines  of  its  class. 

Prof  Chapman,  of  Philadelphia  expressed  a  very  decided 
opinion  in  regsird  to  the  powers  of  this  agent  He  says : — "Of 
the  vegetable  astringents,  this,  I  have  reason  to  believe  is  among 
the  most  active  and  decidedly  efficacious  in  certain  cases." 

Dr.  Lee  remarks : — "  Though  much  applied  as  a  popular  remedy 
the  blackberry  is  a  favorite  prescription  with  many  practitioners. 
The  Indians  made  great  use  of  it  in  the  same  affections  for  which 
it  is  now  prescribed,  and  it  is  still  their  standard  remedy  in  bowel 
complaints."  *  Dr.  Eberle  regarded  this  remedy  as  a  very  im- 
portant one  in  a  variety  of  complainta  There  is  said  to  be  a  great 
similarity  in  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  roots  of  the  different 
species  of  this  genus ;  all  possessing  astringent  properties  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree ;  two  only  aire  officinal  in  the  (J.  S.  P.,  viz.: 
B.  Trivialis  and  E.  Villosua 

Chemical  Composition. 
Organic  Matter,          ....         6.810.08. 
Inorganic     " 689.92. 

7000.00.  grs. 

*Joiir.,  Mat  MecL  1,  v.  p.  236. 


percent 

230.88. 

3.298. 

148.48. 

2.121. 

261.92. 

3.741. 

104. 

1.486. 

104. 

1.485. 

48. 

0.685. 

92.16. 

1.315. 

597.76. 

8.939. 

5412.80. 

77.314. 
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Gam  and  Albumen, 
Extractive,     %     -        -        - 
Particular  Principles, 
Tannin,        -         .        .        , 
Eesin,  sol.  in  Alcohol, 
Resin    "    '*  Ether,     - 
Soluble  Salts, 

Insoluble   "         -        -        - 
Lignin,  .         -         .         . 

Total,  7000.  100.00. 

In  relation  to  this  analysis.  Prof.  Lee  remarks : — "  While  this 
analysis  shows  that  the  blackberry  root  is  not  an  active  astringent, 
experience  has  abundantly  proved  that  it  has  very  important 
therapeutical  properties.  These  no  doubt,  are  partly  owing  to  the 
oth^r  proximate  principles  contained  in  it;  the  amount  of  soluble 
salts  (exclusive  of  the  tannin)  does  not  much  exceed  one  per  cent 
but  there  is  in  it  a  peculiar  bitter  principle^  to  which,  in  connection 
with  the  tannin,  its  tiierapeutical  power  is  probably  owing.  It  is 
this  union  which  constitute  it  one  of  the  best  tonico-astringents, 
especially  in  the  bowel  affections  of  children,  to  be  found  among 
our  indigenous  plants. 

Therapeutical  Employment. 

Dysentery.— Froi  Chapman  remarks: — "To  the  declining 
stages  of  dysentery  after  the  symptoms  of  active  inflammation  are 
removed,  it  is  well  suited,  though  I  have  given  it  I  think,  with 
greater  advantage  under  nearly  similar  circumstances,  in  cholera 
infantum.  Being  so  powerfully  astringent,  this  medicine  is  useful 
in  all  excessive  purgings,  and  especially  in  the  diarrhoea  of  very 
old  people,  as  well  as  when  it  occurs  at  the  close  of  diseases. 
During  my  attendance  in  our  public  institutions  I  had  abundant 
opportunities  of  testing  its  efficacy  in  these  cases."  It  may  be 
administered,  in  cases  where  opium  is  indicated,  in  conjunction 
with  that  drug,  to  the  manifest  advantage  of  the  patient.  Cases, 
in  which  hemorrhage  is  alarming,  and  the  combination  of  acetate 
of  lead  and  opium  is  required,  will  be  benefited  by  alternating  the 
use  of  those  drugs,  with  tiie  fluid  extract  of  rubus  villosus.    Prof. 
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Lee  alludes  to  the  employment  of  this  agent,  in  this  malady,  as  a 
very  efficient  remedy.  In  the  secondary  stages  of  dysentery,  after 
the  removal  of  the  offending  causes  from  the  alimentary  canal,  it 
is  said,  to  have  been  resorted  to  with  success  in  controlling  the  dis- 
charges and  imparting  tone  to  the  bowels. 

Suppositories,  with  opium  and  solid  extract  of  rubus,  are 
requisite  in  some  cases. 

Cholera  Infantum. — The  late  Professor  Chapman,  of  Phila., 
gave  this  plant  the  preference  over  all  our  indigenous  astringents. 
He  is  quoted  by  Drs.  Lee,  »Bigelow,  and  Stilld  as  saying : — "  To 
check  the  inordinate  evacuations  which  commonly  attend  the  pro- 
tracted cases  of  this  disease,  no  remedy  has  ever  done  so  much  in 
my  hands  as  the  rubus  villosus.''  The  late  Dr.  Eberle  is  also 
quoted  by  Dr.  Lee,  as  having  been  very  partial  to  the  use  of  this 
drug  in  cholera  infantum.  The  author  has  administered  it  in  eon- 
junction  with  other  remedies,  in  this  malady,  with  manifest  ad- 
vantaga 

Coffee,  in  infentile  cholera,  has  been  extensively  used  by  Dr. 
Piokford,  on  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Dewees,  who  states  that 
in  these  cases  he  has  often  seen  it  act  like  a  charm.  Dr.  Pickford 
employs  it  in  infusion  (3j.  of  coffee,  f,  5y*  of  water,  and  f.  5j- 
of  syrup.)  Of  this  he  gives  a  large  spoonful  every  hour.  He 
states  that  it  produces  very  marked  effects,  allaying  the  irritability 
of  the  stomach,  and  improving  the  color  and  character  of  the 
motions.  It  was  employed  in  nine  children  of  different  ages,  from 
four  weeks  to  two  years  and  a  half  old.  The  dose  varied  from 
3ss — 3ij.  daily.  In  each  case  its  success  was  unequivocal  A 
syrup  of  the  bark  of  blackberry  root,  administered  in  conjunction 
with  strong  coffee,  will,  no  doubt,  be  found  a  valuable  prescription 
in  the  treatment  of  this  malady. 

As  this  is  a  very  common,  as  well  as  a  very  fatal  disease  during 
the  summer  months,  in  many  of  our  cities  and  large  towns,  the 
remedies,  known  to  be  successful  in  its  treatment,  should  be 
frequently  brought  before  the  profession,  as  silent  admonitors. 
vindicating  their  claims  to  our  confidence  for  mitigating  the  ravages 
of  disease,  and  prolonging  the  duration  of  human  lifa 

Alum,  the  sulphate  of  alumina  and  potash,  reminds  us  of  its 
claim  in  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Waring,  page  56 : — "  In  InfantUi- 
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Cholera^  alum,  in  doses  of  from  3ss — 3j.  daily,  was  found  by 
Dr.  Dur  *  to  be  signally  successful.  Of  sixty-seven  cases  thu3 
treated  lie  lost  only  sevea  The  age  of  the  children  varied  from 
the  period  of  birth  t6  fifteen  montha  It  may  be  advantageously 
combined  with  sedatives." 

Alum,  alternated  with  rubus  villosus  once  in  two  or  thi'ee  hours, 
will  be  found  useful  in  the  treatment  of  this  complaint. 

It  may  also  be  found  useful  in  this  disease,  when  it  passes  into 
a  dysenteric  state,  when  the  exhaustion  is  great,  and  the  stools 
offensive  to  alternate  the  blackberry  with  chlorate  of  potash.  Dr. 
Copland  advocates  the  use  of  the  chlorate  in  certain  cases  as 
advantageous. 

DiarrhxcL — Dr.  Stills  observes : — "  These  roots  (blackberry  and 
dewberry)  possess  astringent  and  probably  tonic  virtues,  and  are 
much  used  in  summer  complaint  and  diarrhoea  of  children  as  a 
domestic  remedy.  Usually  a  decoction  is  prepared  in  the  pro- 
portion of  an  ounce  of  the  root  to  a  pint  of  water,  or  sometimes 
of  milk,  according  to  the  stage  of  the  disease  and  the  condition  of 
the  patient."  Pereira  speaks  of  it  as  being  scarcely  used  except 
in  the  atonic  diarrhoeas  of  children,  and  observ^es  that  it  may  be 
given  in  infusion,  or  preferably  in  the  officinal  syrup. 

P. — says : — "  In  domestic  practice  a  very  palatable  and  elegant 
remedy  is  prepared  by  making  a  conserve  or  jelly  of  the  fruit, 
and  placing  the  roots  in  it  while  boiling,  so  that  their  tannic  acid 
is  extracted."  Dr.  King  speaks  of  this  plant  as  being  a  tonic  and 
strongly  astringent,  and  recommends  it  as  an  excellent  remedy  in 
this  malady. 

A  combination  of  sulphate  of  copper  and  opium,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  a  grain  of  the  former,  to  one 
half  grain  of  the  latter,  proves  highly  serviceable  in  this  disease ; 
this  alternated  with  syrup  or  infusion  of  blackberry  root,  will  be 
found  highly  beneficial  in  the  treatment  of  this  affection.  Dr. 
Pereira,  as  quoted  by  Waring,  states  that  he  has  employed  the 
sulphate  of  copper,  often  in  the  diarahoea  of  infants,  with  the  most 
excellent  effects,  in  doses  of  fs  of  a  grain.  A  syrup  of  the  root 
rubus  villosus  will  be  found  efficient  in  most  of  these  cases,  should 
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it  fail,  alternate  its  use  with  A  or  iV  of  a  grain  of  suL  copper  twice 
or  thrice  daily. 

Various. — American  Eclectic  Dispensatory,  treating  of  the 
properties  and  uses  of  the  genus  Kubus,  p.  820,  remarks : — "  These 
plants  are  tonic  and  strongly  astringent  An  infusion  or  decoction 
of  the  leaves  of  raspberry,  ("  rubus  strigosus  ")  or  of  the  bark  of 
the  roots  of  the  other  two,  ("  rubus  villosus  and  rubus  trivialis  ") 
has  been  found  an  excellent  remedy  in  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  cholera 
infantum,  relaxed  conditions  of  the  intestines  of  children,  passive 
hemorrhage  from  the  stomach,  bowels,  or  uterus,  and  in  col- 
liquative diarrhoea.  The  decoction  used  as  an  injection,  is  useful 
in  gonorrhoea,  gleet,  leucorrhoea,  and  prolapsus  uteri  and  ani ;  in 
prolapsus  uteri,  it  may  be  used  either  alone  or  combined  with  the 
internal  use  of  a  decoction  of  equal  parts  of  black  cohosh  and 
blackberry  roots  taken  freely.  The  leaves  of  raspberry,  in  de- 
coction with  cream,  will  allay  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  combined 
with  aromatics  has  been  found  useful  in  diarrhoea,  cholera  morbus 
and  cholera  infantum.  It  is  said  that  the  raspberry  exerts  an  in- 
influence  over  the  uterus,  during  parturition,  exciting  its  con- 
tractions when  other  agents  have  failed,  and  has  been  found 
serviceable  in  after-pains.  The  fruit  especially  that  of  the  black- 
berry, makes  an  excellent  syrup,  which  is  of  much  service  in 
dysentery,  being  grateful  to  the  patient,  relieving  the  tenesmus 
which  so  constantly  attends  the  disease,  and  ultimately  effecting  a 
a  cure."  On  page  821,  it  remarks  that  a  decoction  of  the  rubus 
odoratus,  is  said  to  be  powerfully  diuretic,  and  may  be  used  freely 
in  affections  of  the  urinary  organs,  and  dropsy. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract,      -        -        -      Dose,  i  to  1  Dram. 
Solid  Extract,            -        -  "   4  to  6  Grains. 

Pills, 2  Grains  Each. 

TINCTURE    OF    BLACKBERRY. 

Fluid  Extract        ....      Two  Ounces. 
Diluted  Alcohol        -        .        .        -       One  Pint 
Dose — Two  to  four  drams. 

SYRUP  OF  BLACKBERRY. 

Fluid  Extract      -        -        -     -  -      Four  Ounces. 
Syrup      -        -        -        -        -       Twelve  Ounces. 
Dose — Half  to  one  ounca 
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WINE   OP  BLACKBERRY. 

Fluid  Extract       -      '  -        -        -       Two  Ounces. 

Wine Eight  Ounces. 

Dose — Half  to  one  and-a-half  drams. 

INFUSION   OF  BLACKBERRY. 

Fluid  Extract        -        .        -        .        One  Ounce. 

Water One  Pint.      »     '^ 

Dose — One  ounce. 


•■•-♦- 


RUMEX  CRISPUS. 
{Yellow  Dock) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.   D. 


Natural  Order — Polygonacese. 

In  the  Linnean  artificial  classification,  or  sexual  system,  rumex 
will  be  found  in  class  Seocandria  and  order  Tngynia. 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  8-sepalled;  petals  8,  valve-like, 
converging,  (or  calyx  6-sepalled,  and  corol  none ;)  stigmas  many- 
cleft  ;  nut  one,  naked,  three-sided.  By  some  its  generic  character 
is  described  thus : — Sepals  six.  Styles  three.  Fruit  three-angled, 
wingless,  inclosed  in  the  large  inner  sepals. 

Specific  Character. — Boot  perennial ;  flowers  in  July ;  valves 
of  the  calyx  ovate,  entire,  all  bearing  grain-like  appendages  on 
their  backs ;  leaves  lanceolate,  undulate,  acute. 

BL^bitat. — Europe.     Naturalized  in  the  United  States. 

Properties. — Its  active  principle,  Kumin,  is  regarded  as  al- 
terative, resolvent,  anti-scorbutic,  tonic,  and  mildly  astringent. 

History. — Kumex  Lat  rumex^  sorrel  or  dock,  the  ancient 
Eoman  nama  There  are  nineteen  or  twenty  species  of  rumex, 
found  in  North  America.  Thomas  Green,  an  English  botanist, 
has  described  thirty-seven  species,  some  of  which  are  natives  of 
both  hemispheres;  The  root  of  rumex  crispus  has  been  used  in 
domestic  practice,  in  a  variety  of  diseases  Pereira  remarks  that  it 
must  be  taken  for  a  long  time  before  any  effects  are  to  be  looked 
for.  Prof  Paine  says  of  Eumin : — "  Although  not  a  remedy  of 
very  active  character,  it  possesses  most  decided  medical  virtues, 
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manifesting  itseli  more  paniculaxiy  on  the  lymphatic  and  glandular 
system,  and  hastening  transformations  so  essential  to  the  removal 
of  the  detritus  of.  the  body.  It  is  one  of  those  tonics  to  the 
secondary  digestive  process,  which  assists  in  the  conversion  of  the 
effete  matter  of  the  body  into  products  to  be  eliminated." 

Therapeutical  Employ^ient. 

Phthisis, — Prof  Paine  highly  i-^commends  rumin  in  scrofulous, 
consumptive,  and  cancerous  cases,  as  in  these  diseases  he  thinks, 
the  malignant  character  depends  largely  upon  the  retention  of 
morbific  matters  in  the  system,  which  should  be  eliminated ;  but 
owing  to  a  weak  and  feeble  condition  of  the  emunctories,  they 
accumulate  and  finally  degenerate  into  tuberculous  and  scrofulous 
matter,  thus  poisoning  and  disorganizing  the  blood,  and  con- 
taminating and  altering  the  character  of  the  tissues  of  all  the  organs 
of  the  body.  The  rumin,  he  says,  acts  as  a  tonic  to  these  emunc- 
tories, stimulating  the  glands,  and  hastening  those  transformations 
so  essential  to  the  normal  condition  of  the  human  organism ;  hence 
it  is  of  great  value  in  these  aflTections,  especially  if  combined  with 
oleum  morrhuae,  iron,  stimulants,  baths,  out-door  exercise,  and  a 
generous  diet  He  considers  that  it  is  of  equal  importance  in  early 
phthisis,  as  it  will  correct  the  general  phthisical  and  scrofulous  habit 
of  the  body,  improving  the  appetite,  increasing  the  quantity  of 
bile  secreted,  gastric  fluid  generated,  urine  formed,  and  establishing 
healthy  eliminations  from  the  surface.  He  has  used  this  article 
very  extensively  in  nearly  every  form  of  constitutional  debility  and 
feeble  habit,  in  combiniition  with  either  cod-liver  oil,  iron,  general 
tonics,  and  hypophosphites,  and  has  found  that  in  all  cases  it  con- 
tributed largely  towards  bringing  about  those  healthy  changes  so 
essential  in  these  diseases.  He  says  it  is,  in  fact,  almost  the  only 
remedy  properly  termed  an  alterative  to  the  glandular  system,  that 
can  be  used  in  these  debilitating  and  exhausting  diseases. 

He  observes : — "I  have  accomplished  more  with  this  remedy  in 
counteracting  the  tendency  to  phthisis  and  scrofula,  than,  perhaps, 
with  any  other  drug  of  our  materia  medica.  It  should,  however, 
be  given  with  iron,  and  where  the  stomach  will  tolerate  it,  with  cod- 
liver  oil,  or  else  in  milk  or  cream.  In  many  feeble  children,  born 
of   phthisical  parents,   I  have  changed  their  diathesis   by  ad- 
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ministering  lumin,  in  combination  with  equal  parts  of  iron,  and 
one  or  two  drams  of  cream." 

A  ease  which  came  under  Prof.  P'a,  charge  is  thus  reported  : 
it  was  that  of  a  child  of  a  strong  phthisical  habit,  inherited  from 
the  scrofulous  or  consumptive  constitution  of  the  parents. 

''A  most  eminent  physician  had  been  consulted,  and  prognosed 
a  fatal  issue  to  the  case  in  a  very  few  weeks.  I  commenced  the 
ti«eatment,  by  giving  one  grain  of  rumin,-  and  one-fourth  of  a  grain 
of  hypophosphate  of  iron,  in  one  teaspoonful  of  cream,  every  four 
hours,  ordered  friction,  and  as  much  general  nourishment  as  the 
child  would  tolerate,  in  conjunction  with  out-door  exercise.  .  The 
friction  was  applied  to  the  entire  surface  daily ;  but  no  baths  were 
ordered,  as  I  considered  them  too  debilitating.  The  patient  im- 
proved slowly  at  first ;  but  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  the  change 
was  decided  and  marked,  and  by  the  continued  iise  of  the  treat- 
ment, and  such  other  general  remedies  as  were  occasionally  de- 
manded, the  constitutional  tendency  to  phthisis  was  entirely  sub- 
verted, or  prevented,  and  now  the  child  presents  all  the  appearances 
of  being  healthy,  and  is  pronounced  by  its  former  physician 
entirely  free  from  any  phthisical  tendency  From  these  experiments, 
and  those  of  my  medical  friends  with  the  rumin,  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  it  is  very  valuable,  and  should  be  used  by  all  the 
members  of  the  profession  in  all  those  cases  where  the  general 
excitant  to  the  transforming  apparatus  is  indicated.  The  average 
dose  is  from  one  to  three  grains." 

Dr.  Coe  observes,  p.  276: — "As  an  alterative,  the  rumin  is 
deservedly  held  in  high  repute,  and  is  of  general  and  extensive 
employment  m  a  great  variety  of  diseases."  He  (Dr.  C.)  represents 
it  as  operating  kindly  and  without  excitement,  being  slow  but  sure 
in  promoting  a  healthful  action  of  the  depurating  functions  of  the 
system.  He  commends  its  employment  in  scrofula,  and  in  the 
diarrhoea  of  phthisis.  Dr.  King  speaks  of  yellow  dock  as  em- 
inently useful  in  scrofulous  affections^.  Dr.  Waring  speaks  of 
rumex  aquations,  water  dock,  as  an  efficient  substitute  for 
sarsaparilla,  in  syphilis  and  syphilitic  affections. 

Cutaneous  Affections, — Pereira's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeuti^Sy 
by  "Wood,  p.  483,  treating  of  rumex  crispus,  says : — "  It  is  said  to 
be  an  alterative,  and  has  been  used  with  asserted  advantage  in 
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1  chronic  skin  diseases."  In  this  connection  he  says :  "  It  must  be 
taken  for  a  long  time  before  any  efifects  are  to  be  looked  for.  It 
may  be  exhibited  in  decoction  (  5  ij  to  Oj).,  a  pint  to  be  taken  in 
twenty-four  hours."  » 

Dr.  Coe  speaks  of  rumin  as  proving  efficient  in  syphilis,  and 
diseases  of  the  skin.  It  is  said  to  be  more  efficient  in  cutaneous 
diseases  in  connection  with  other  alteratives  as  stillingin,  leptandrin, 
or  podophyllin,  etc.  Dr.  King  speaking  of  the  various  species  of 
dock,  observes: — "The  dock-roots  are  alterative  tonic,  mildly 
astringent,  and  are  eminently  useful  in  scorbutic,  cutaneous, 
scrofulous,  scirrhous,  and  syphilitic  aflfections,  leprosy,  elephantiasis, 
etc.,  for  which  purpose  we  prefer  the  Rumex  Oi^ispus^ 

Dr.  K.,  says : — "An  ointment  of  the  root  of  R  (Mspusj  and  the 
root  bark  of  Celastrus  Scandens,  with  gun-powder,  is  said  to  form 
a  certain  cure  for  the  itxjh,  as  well  as  being  of  value  in  other 
cutaneous  diseases,  and  ulcera 

The  powdered  root  is  recommended  as  a  ^entrifice,  especially 
when  the  gums  are  spongy," 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract    -        -        -    Dose,  20  to  40  Drops. 
Solid  Extract         -        -  "        2  to  4  Grains. 

Pills  -        -       .  -        -        -       2  Grains  Each. 

SYRUP   OF    YELLOW    DOCK. 

Fluid  Extract       ....        Four  Ounces 

Syrup Twelve  Ouncea 

Dose — Half  to  one  ounce. 


-♦-^ 


BROMIDE  OF  POTASSIUM. 


BY    LUNSFORD  P.  YANDBLL,    JR.,   PROF.    MATERIA    MEDICA,    AND    CLINICAL 

MEDICINE,     UNIVSRSITF    OF   LOUISVILLE. 


No  meclicine,  at  the  present  time,  is  probably  attracting  so  much 
attention  as  the  bromide  of  potassium.  Besides  being  a  very  fashion- 
able drug  with  the  profession,  it  has  become  a  popular  favorite,  and  now 
occupies  the  same  rank  in  domestic  medicine  that  the  tincture  of  arnica 
has  so  long  held  in  domestic  surgery.     While  a  very  wide  difference 
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of  opinion  exists  among  writers  and  practitioners  in  regard  to  its 
•curative  powers  and  its  behavior  in  the  human  system,  the  mass  of 
testimony  is  undoubtedly  in  its  favor.  During  the  past  two  years  my 
•experience  with  it  has  been  somewhat  extensive,  both  in  hospitals  and 
private  practice;  and  the  result  of  my  observation  is,  that  while  it  is  by 
no  means  the  panacea  which  some  have  deemed  it,  it  is  a  most  valuable 
medicine,  capable  of  doing  great  good  in  many  morbid  conditions,  and 
nearly  destitute  of  all  power  for  evil  when  properly  administered,  even 
in  very  large  doses.  Its  failure  to  produce  the  effects  attributed  to  it, 
which  is  reported  in  the  hands  of  some  practitioners,  is  due,  I  suspect, 
to  one  of  three  following  causes ;  either  its  administration  in  improper 
doses;  or  its  being  given  in  insufficient  doses;  or  being  given  not 
sufficiently  diluted.  When  the  latter  error  is  committed,  pain  in  the 
stomach  and  bowels,  sometimes  severe,  is  not  an  uncommon  consequence. 
And  this  is  easily  accounted  for,  when  it  is  remembered  that  bromide 
of  potassium  will  blister  the  tongue  when  applied  to  it  ia  substance  for 
a  short  time.  Given  internally,  in  a  concentrated  form,  in  large 
quantities,  it  might  unquestionably  develop  serious  symptoms. 

Having  become  convinced  of  the  harmlessnes  of  this  medicine  by 
•experiments  upon  myself,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  administer  it  freely  to 
others.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  though  in  drachm  doses  it  has 
frequently  cured  me  of  sick  headache,  it  has  never  failed  to  cure  the 
insomnia  induced  by  coif<>e,  excessive  mental' labor,  anxiety,  &c.,  it  has 
often  failed  to  produce  any  appreciable  effect  upon  me  when  in  healths 
although  taken  in  large  and  repeated  doses.  On  one  occasion  I  took  in 
the  morning  on  an  empty  stomach,  three  drachm  doses,  without  ex- 
periencing vertigo,  drowsiness,  or  any  unusual  sensation,  save  a  fullness 
in  the  head  and  a  tendency  to  stare  at  objects,  which  may  or  may  not 
have  been  due  to  the  drug.  Again,  during  a  forenoon,  I  took  six 
drachms  in  divided  doses,  at  intervals  of  less  than  an  hour,  without  any 
sensible  effect.  And  on  another  occasion  I  swallowed  one  hundred  and 
twenty  grains  at  a  dose,  with  the  same  result.  I  conclude,  therefore, 
that  when  this  medicine  does  no  good,  it  is  not  productive  of  any 
mischief.  But,  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  I  have  had  female  patients 
occasionally  who  charged  it  with  exciting  headache,  and  one  lady  who 
said  it  even  produced  in  her  nervous  twitchings.  They  were  probably 
imaginary,  for  a  young  lady  who  was  suffering  intense  pain  in  the  back 
and  hips  from  dysmenorrhea,  took,  in  the  course  of  a  single  night,  an 
ounce  of  the  bromide,  in  doses  of  a  drachm  every  hour,  not  only  with- 
out the  effect  of  inducing  any  nervous  symptoms,  or  sleep,  or  drowsiness, 
but  without  allaying  the  pain.     In  this  case  the  remedy  proved. totally 
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ineffectual,  for  good  or  evil.  Another  lady  sometimes  takes  as  much  as 
four  or  six  drachms,  and  occasionally  even  more,  for  sick  headache, 
during  the  day,  and  while  relief  is  generally  obtained,  unpleasant 
symptoms  never  follow  this  large  medication.  This  lady  buys  the 
bromide  by  the  pound,  and  for  the  most  part  takes  it  by  guess,  as  she 
does  the  carbonate  of  soda.  In  several  cases  I  have  given  drachm  doses 
three  times  daily,  for  three  weeks  in  succe^sion,  without  any  toxical 
effects.  But  in  others  I  have  found  vertigo,  staggering,  and  an  uncon- 
trollable propensity  to  sleep  brought  on  by  forty  grain  doses,  three 
times  a  day. 

The  following  brief  notice  of  some  of  the  cases  of  disease  in  which  I 
have  employed  this  remedy  will  illustrate  my  experience  of  its 
capabilities : 

A  woman  with  severe  locomotor  ataxia,  of  six  weeks  duration,  ac- 
companied by  great  pain  in  the  lower  limbs,  insomnia,  and  excessive 
nervousness,  took  a  scruple  of  bromide  of  potassium  three  times  a  day 
for  a  length  of  time,  and  then  thirty,  forty  and  sixty  grains,  daily. 
She  got,  also,  the  citrate  of  iron,  and  strychnia,  and  such  other  medicines 
as  the  symptoms  seemed  to  demand.  The  improvement  in  her  con- 
dition was  marked.  She  had  been  unable  to  walk — under  the  use  of  the 
remedies,  she  was  able  to  resume  her  domestic  duties,  to  which  she  had 
not  attendend  for  a.  month  before  she  entered  the  hospital.  Her 
improvement,  to  my  mind^  was  clearly  attributable  to  the  use  of  the 
bromide. 

An  aphasiac  took  twenty  grains,  then  thirty,  then  forty  grains,  thrice 
daily  for  six  weeks,  with  decided  improvement  in  the  power  of  speech, 
and  with  the  removal  of  an  intense  hemicrania  attendant  upon  the 
disease.  At  one  period  of  the  treatment,  this  patient  took  a  drachm 
of  the  medicine  three  times  a  day,  but  the  dose  was  diminished  after  a 
few  days,  because  he  declared  that  it  made  him  sleep  all  the  time. 

A  delicate  young  printer  who  had  suffered  in  childhood  from  epileptic 
convulsions,  came  under  my  chrage  sufiering  from  a  terrible  headache, 
which  occurred  with  regularity  on  Tuesday  or  Friday  of  each  week, 
and  sometimes  on  both  days  of  the  same  week.  They  were  usually 
preceded  by  loss  of  appetite,  swimming  of  the  head,  chilliness,  numbness 
of  extremities,  and  sometimes  by  faintness.  The  attacks  generally 
passed  off  with  severe  bilious  vomiting,  and  lefl  him  much  exhausted. 
Their  duration  was  two  days  or  more.  Though  many  excellent  phy- 
sicians had  prescribed  for  him,  none  had  done  him  any  good.  As  he 
had  used  anti-periodics  faithfully,  I  ordered  him  scruple  doses  of  the 
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bromide  before  each  meal,  and  sixty  grain  doses  hourly  when  the 
paroxysms  were  present  He  derived  benefit  at  once  from  the  remedy. 
In  a  short  time  his  attacks  became  less  frequent,  and  in  two  months  he 
was  apparently  relieved.  This  patient  got,  with  the  bromide,  ferrugin- 
ous and  other  tonics.  The  bromide,  in  drachm  doses  made  him  so 
drowsy  that  he  was  completely  unfitted  by  it  for  business  while  on  its 
use. 

In  epilepsy  and  epileptiform  troubles,  bromide  of  potassium  has 
exerted  the  happiest  influence  upon  all  the  cases  that  have  come  under 
mj  observation. 

In  what  are  popularly  known  as  sea-sick  headaches,  the  medicine  has 
proved  in  my  hands  a  sovereign  remedy.  I  should  hardly  state  the 
case  too  strongly  if  i  said  that  1  had  found  it  almost  infallible.  A 
medical  gentleman,  aged  sixty -seven  years,  had  suffered  nearly  all  his 
life  with  sick  headache,  having  attacks  generally  once  a  week  or  ofUner. 
Indiscretions  in  diet,  mental  or  physical  fatigue,  loss  of  sleep,  etc., 
were  pretty  sure  to  bring  one  on,  and  frequently  they  came  on  without 
any  assignable  cause.  In  his  case,  after  half  a  century  <  f  suffering  he 
has  found  the  bromide  a  cure,  and  now  no  longer  dreads  his  old  torment- 
or. He  keeps  a  supply  of  the  drug  on  his  mantel  pit  ce,  and  on  the 
approach  of  headache,  which  is  now  comparatively  rare,  takes  from 
forty  to  sixty  grains,  and  is  generally  relieved  by  a  single  dose.  This 
case  is  one  of  many  of  the  same  intractible  afiection  in  which  I  have 
prescribed  the  bromide  successfully.  In  the  headaches  and  the  nervous- 
ness following  a  debauch,  it  acts  like  magic ;  and  no  medicine  is  so 
efficacious  in  securing  re^t  and  sleep  in  delirium  tremens,  according  -  to 
my  experience. 

in  hysteria  and  hypochondria  it  does  good,  and  its  effects  are  most 
happy  in  the  insomnia  of  infants  and  old  people,  as  also  in  the  pruritus 
of  lichen,  from  excessive  mental  exertion,  anxiety  of  mind,  and  nervous- 
ness following  frights,  etc.  A  female  patient  in  the  early  stages 
of  pregnancy,  was  terribly  frightened.  She  was  rendered  painfully 
timid  and  nervous  by  day,  and  was  kept  awake  at  night.  She  took,  for 
a  fortnight,  a  drachm  of  the  bromide  at  night,  and  was  relieved. 

Two  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  in  my  practice,  have  apparent- 
ly been  cured  by  the  bromide  of  potassium.  One  was  a  child,  aged 
tluree  weeks.  It  took  four  grains  at  intervals  of  two  hours,  when  able 
to  swallow,  which  owing  to  the  frequency  of  the  convulsions,  was  not 
always  the  case.  The  second  was  six  months  old.  It  took  four  grains, 
at  intervals  of  three  hours.      Both  patients  continued  to  get  the 
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medicine  in  those  closes  at  these  intervals  for  several  dajs,  and  after 
that  the  doses  were  given  three  times  daily  for  a  week.  A  brother 
of  the  second  child  died  of  the  same  aiTection,  about  the  same  Bf^e^  a 
few  years  since,  under  my  care,  and  several  male  children  in  the  family 
have  been  carried  off  by  it. 

In  drunkards  I  think  I  have  seen  the  bromide  of  potassium  diminish 
the  craving  for  spirits,  and  even  for  a  time,  destroy  the  propensity  to 
drink. 

In  pure  cases  of  neuralgia,  not  dependent  upon  syphilis,  malaria  or 
inflammatory  trouble,  I  have  found  it  to  act  admirably ;  but  in  the 
delirium  of  typhoid  fever,  in  the  pains  of  syphilis,  variola,  and  of 
erythema  nodosum,  immense  and  continued  doses  of  it  have  afforded 
no  results.  I  have  also  found  it  impotent  in  preventing  chordee,  and 
destitute  of  all  anaphrodisiac  power.  I  have  never  seen  it  do  good  in 
lumbago  or  dysmenorrhea,  and  in  malarial  and  inflammatory  affections 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  wholly  without  remedial  efficacy. 

The  drowsiness,  confusion  of  thought,  and  unsteadiness  of  gait  which 
sometimes  follow  the  use  of  large  doses  of  this  medicine,  soon  pass  oflT. 
The  diarrhea  which  now  and  then  attends  it  is  not  troublesome. 

My  practice  is  to  administer  to  adults,  for  headache,  wakefulness, 
and,  in  truth,  in  every  case  where  a  prompt  effect  is  desired,  drachm 
doses  of  the  bromide  in  a  tumbler,  or  not  less  than  half  a  tumbler  of 
cold  water  hourly,  till  the  wished  for  effect  is  attained.  Where  the 
medicine  is  to  be  continued  for  any  length  of  time  smaller  doses  are 
better  at  least  to  begin  with.  To  quiet  infants,  or  to  make  them  sleep, 
three  five  or  even  seven  grains  may  be  given  with  safety. — The  Oregon 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  May,  1870. 
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TREATMENT  OP  CHRONIC   DYSENTERY,   WITH. 
LARGE  DOSES  OF  POWDERED  IPECAC. 


BY   W.  E.  WHITEHEAD,  M.  D.,  ASSISTANT  SURGEON  U.  B.  ARMY. 


Subjoined  are  brief  histories  of  three  cases  of  chronic  dysentery, 
treated  by  me  some  years  ago  when  on  the  Pacific  0>ast.  If  regarded 
as  worthy  of  publication  in  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^ 
they  are  at  your  service. 

Case  I. — N.  M.,  white,  single,  aged  thirty-six  years,  sailor.  Came 
under  my  observation  and  treatment  in  April,  1868;  much  reduced  i& 
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flesh, and  strength;  loss  of  appetite;  frequent  mucous  and  bloody  stools, 
often  as  many  as  twenty-five  a  day.  Three  years  previously,  while  in 
Australia  in  the  mines,  had  a  very  severe  attack  of  dysentery,  Vith  fever ; 
was  then  sick  for  nearly  three  months ;  when  sufficiently  strong,  he  left 
the  mines  and  went  to  sea,  but  did  not  fully  recover  his  flesh  and 
strength,  and  for  three  years  had  daily  from  five  to  twenty  five  small, 
watery,  bloody,  and  mucous  discharges  from  the  boweU.  Upon  ex- 
amination, I  found  he  had  soreness  in  the  left  iliac  region ;  no  piles  or 
ulceration  about  the  anus ;  appetite  capricious ;  tongue  coated  and  slimy ; 
skin  dry ;  urine  scanty  and  highly  colored. 

Treatment. — ^To  take  a  warm  salt-water  bath  twice  a  week ;  to  eat 
soups  and  farinaceous  food,  with  milk  and  weak  green  tea ;  no  spirits  or 
fermented  liquor ;  to  wear  flannel, at  all  times ;  to  sleep  in  a  warm,  dry^ 
and  well  ventilated  place.  To  take  Q.  Pulv.  Ipecac,  grs.  xv,  three 
times  a  day. 

At  the  end  of  one  week  his  condition  was  much  improved ;  his  stomach 
now  tolerated  the  large  doses  of  ipecac ;  the  discharges  from  the  bowela 
were  less  frequent  and  more  solid ;  appetite,  spirits,  and  general  con- 
dition much  improved.  He  said  that  he  felt  more  like  doing  his  duty 
(general  hand  on  board  a  small  Government  schooner)  than  he  had  done 
for  several  years.  Continue  the  powdered  ipecac  in  twelve-grain  doses 
three  times  a  day ;  no  change  made  in  the  general  treatment.  At  the 
end  of  ten  days  more  he  was  so  much  improved  that  he  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  take  any  more  of  the  powders ;  but  I  concluded  to  con> 
tinue  them  in  doses  of  ten  grains  twice  a  day ;  to  take  one  as  soon  as 
he  arose  in  the  fhorning,  and  one  just  before  retiring  to  bed  at  night 
This  was  continued  for  two  weeks,  with  advice  to  begin  the  use  of  solid 
food.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  or  about  the  fifth  week  of  the  treatment,. 
N.  M.  was  much  imprbved  in  strength  and  flesh,  good  appetite,  digestion 
good,  from  two  to  three  healthy  alvine  discharges  in  twenty- tour  hours, 
secretions  normal  and  healthy.     Cured. 

Case  II. — S.  R,  white,  single,  aged  twenty- eight  years,  sailor  in  the 
Revenue  service.  Was  sent  to  me  for  treatment  by  the  Captain  of  the 
revenue  cutter  Joe  Lane,  in  June,  1868.  Four  years  ago  had  fever  and 
dysentery  while  in  China ;  had  then  been  unfit  for  duty  for  three  weeks,, 
when  he  went  to  sea,  and  his  general  condition  improved,  got  rid  of  the 
fever,  but  has  had  dysenteric  discharges  continuouHly  since  the  first 
attack — an  average  of  fi^e  discharges  daily,  frequently  bloody  and 
slimy. 
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Physical  examination  revealed  decided  tenderness  over  the  course  of 
the  large  intestine,  and  several  ulcers  just  within  the  margin  of  the  anus. 
Appetite  fair ;  tongue  red  on  the  edges,  thickly  furred  in  the  middle ; 
some  loss  of  flesh,  and  a  general  feeling  of  languor,  with  loss  of 
strength  and  vigor ;  the  skin  lacked  its  natural  elasticity ;  urine  normal. 

Treatment. — ^To  take  a  hot  salt-water  bath  three  nights  a  week,  just 
before  going  to  bed ;  to  eat  such  nourishing  food  as  best  agreed  with 
him ;  to  eschew  all  kinds  of  intoxicating  liquors ;  to  wear  flannel  next 
his  skin ;  to  sleep  in  a  well  ventilated,  dry,  and  warm  room  ;  to  take 
fifteen  grains  of  powdered  ipecac  morning  and  evening,  on  an  empty 
stomach.  At  the  end  of  eight  days  he  was  much  improved  \  discharges 
from  the  bowels  more  consistent  and  much  less  frequent;  general 
condition  much  better.  Continue  the  ipecac  in  ten-grain  doses  twice  a 
day  for  a  week.  Reported  at  the  end  of  the  week  so  much  improved 
that  he  desired  to  be  returned  to  duty,  as  his  ship  was  short-handed. 
To  take  every  night,  at  bed-time  for  two  we^ks,  eight  grains  of  powdered 

ipecac.     Was  seen  again  in. three  weeks,  entirely  wed,  and  about  going 
to  sea  on  a  cruise.     Cured. 

Case  III. — ^T.  R.,  white,  single,  aged  forty  years,  sailor  in  the 
merchant  service.  First  seen  in  August,  1868.  Two  years  ago  he  had 
an  attack  of  dysentery  in  Chile ;  was  then  very  sick  for  one  month, 
when  he  lefb  for  the  north,  and  had  not  been  able  to  do  any  heavy  work 
since ;  had  been  compelled  to  abandon  the  sea.  He  presented  a  very 
unhealthy  appearance :  skin  of  a  bad  color,  lax  and  bloated ;  great 
tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  entire  abdomen ;  no  piles  or  ulceration 
about  the  anus ;  urine  highly  colored  and  scanty ;  appetite  capricious, 
strong  desire  to  eat  whatever  disagreed  with  him  ;  thirst  considerable ; 
tongue  red  and  dry  most  of  the  time ;  strength  much  reduced ;  flesh 
soft  and  flabby. 

Treatment. — ^To  take  a  sea  bath  daily  during  the  summer,  as  had 
been  his  habit ;  diet  to  be  light  and  nourishing  ;  to  drink  two  glasses  of 
grog  a  day ;  to  wear  flannel  next  the  skin ;  to  sleep  in  a  dry  and  warm 
bed.  To  take  eight  grains  of  powdered  ipecac  three  times  a  day  for 
one  week ;  then,  twice  a  day  for  one  week ;  and  then,  once  a  day  (at 
bedtime)  for  another  week.  Reported  at  the  end  of  the  third  week 
very  much  improved  in  general  health ;  ordered  to  stop  taking'  the 
powders,  and  take  ten  drops  of  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron  morning 
and  night,  in  a  wineglassful  of  water.  When  seen  again,  in  three  months, 
was  well,  and  had  shipped  for  a  voyage  to  sea.  Cured. — Pacific 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  June,  1870. 


Ckymhmation  of  Ghhrpform  with  Opiates  in  relief  of  pain.  278 

ON  THE  COMBINATION  OF  CHLOROFORM  WITH 
OPIATES,  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  PAIN. 

BY   S.    A.    DUO  AN,   M.    D.,   THOMPSON'S   STATION,   TEN^ESSBE. 


In  Braithwaite's  Retrospect,  No.  60,  page  227,  is  an  article  on  this 
subjeot,  \>Y  Dr.  William  Marshall,  and  as  it  cannot  be  uninteresting  to 
many  readers  at  this  time,  when  chloral  is  attracting  so  much  attention, 
I  propose  to  give  some  of  the  results  of  my  experience  with  it. 

Ten  years  ago  I  was  induced  to  make  trial  of  a  combination  of 
chloroform  with  opiates,  at  the  suggestion  of  my  colleague.  Dr.  E. 
Thompson,  who  oflen  prescribed  it  for  the  relief  of  pain.  My  first  ex- 
periment was  on  myself,  when,  in  a  fit  of  colic  from  indigestion,  I  todc 
half  a  teaspoonful  of  chloroform  with  as  much  laudanum,  and  ex- 
perienced immediate  relief;  falling  asleep,  and  sleeping  for  three  hours  ; 
afler  which,  I  suffered  with  some  nausea,  but  no  headache.  After  this, 
I  prescribed  this  sized  dose,  or  even  double  the  amounts,  in  many  cases 
of  colic  and  severe  pain  from  other  causes,  and  most  invariably  with 
the  same  satisfactory  results  as  in  my  own  case. 

While  Surgeon  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Tennessee  Cavalry  (C.  S. 
A.),  I  had  oflen  to  treat  severe  cases  of  colic,  and  almost  invariably 
relied  upon  this  combination,  assisted  by  hot  applications  to  the  bowels, 
which  I  usually  made  by  dipping  a  flannel  doth  (usually  a  soldier's 
shirt)  in  hot  water,  and  applying  it  as  hot  as  it  could  be  borne.  I  often, 
in  the  severest  cases  of  colic,  and  the  passage  of  gravel,  gave  as  much 
as  two  drams  of  the  chloroform  before  obtaining  relief,  and  never  saw 
any  unpleasant  effects  therefrom,  save  slight  nausea,  and  occasionally  a 
little  headache. 

I  will  give  two  cases  : 

I.  While  in  camp,  at  Trousdale,  I  was  called  in  great  haste,  to  see 
Robert  Thompson,  a  very  stout  Scotchman,  whom  I  had  before  seen 
laugh  at  the  tender  care  of  the  Surgeon  in  adjusting  a  very  ugly  rent 
in  his  scalp,  made  by  an  oar  thirty  six  hours  before,  and  which,  at  least, 
appeared  very  sore — ^he  declared  that  he  "  did  na  mind  a  bit  o'pain." 
I  found  him  writhing  in  agony,  and  *'  crying  like  a  child."  He  declared 
that  ''  fire  and  butcher  knives  were  all  in  his  bowels."  I  gave  im- 
mediately chloroform  and  laudanum,  f.  3  L  aa,  and  made  the  hot 
applioatioD,  as  before  mentioned,  as  soon  as  water  could  be  heated. 
The  pain  being  not  altogether  relieved,  but  returning  in  severe  parox- 
ysms, I  repeated  the  same  sized  dose  in  fifteen  minutes,  soon  after 

18 
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Which  he  fell  asleep,  and  slept  soandly  for  six  hours,  after  which  he 
suffered  from  slight  nausea,  which  was  relieved  afW  the  action  of  m- 
saline  cathartic 

II.    While  retreating  from  Dalton  to  Atlanta,  under  Gen.  Jos.  E. 

Johnson,  1  was  summoned,  at  night,  to  see  Sergeant ,  who  was  ia 

great  pain,  and  evidently  suffering  from  the  passage  of  a  calculus.  I 
gave,  immediately,  chloroform  and  laudanum,  f  3i.ss.  aa.  In  ten 
minutes  he  was  comparatively  easy,  but  did  not  sleep  soundly  until  near 
morning,  when  he  took  a  nap  of  an  hour,  and  was  able  to  move  with 
the  command  by  sunrise.  He  afterwards  informed  me  that  he  passed 
a  gravel  larger  than  a  grain  of  wheat,  some  time  the  next  day. 

In  a  few  cases,  in  which  this  combination  was  not  received  kindly  by 
the  stomach,  being  thrown  back  immediately,  I  have  given  half  a  dram 
of  sp.  amm.  ar.,  and  substituting  an  equivalent  amount  of  morph.  sul. 
for  the  tr.  opii,  gave  this  with  the  chlorolorm,  in  five  minutes,  or  allow* 
ing  a  longer  time,  if  the  symptoms  were  not  tpo  urgent. 

I  have  selected  the  two  cases  above  from  many,  in  which  I  have  tried 
this  remedy,  not  because  there  was  anything  remarkable  about  either 
of  them,  but  because  they  are  typical  cases,  illustrating  the  action  of  a 
remedy  which  I  consider  a  valuable  one ;  and  though  probably  inferior 
to  chloral  (for  I  am  among  those  who  expect  much  from  this  remedy), 
it  may  be  found  a  good  substitute  for  that  remedy  in  its  absence,  and  is 
infinitely  cheaper,  and  therefore  to  be  preferred  in  practice. — Nashville 
Jottmal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  July,  1870. 


BURNS  AND  SCALDS. 


BY   J.    P.    KEC7NEDY,    M.  D.,    OF   TIPTON,   IOWA. 


In  the  summer  of  1857,  my  esteemed  prec»*ptor,  Dr.  Isaic  Purcell, 
of  Danville,  Pa.,  then  practicing  in  Shamokin,  Pa.,  was  called  to  see  a 
blacksmith  who  was  terribly  burned  by  the  explosion  of  a  keg  contain- 
ing some  powder.  The  face,  anterior  part  of  the  thorax,  abdomen  and 
arms  were  not  merely  vesicated,  but  in  many  places  the  subcutaneous 
tissues  were  destroyed,  resulting  subsequently  in  extensive  sloughings. 

The  topical  treatment  consisted  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  in  the  use  of 
that  popular  combination  known  as  "  carron  oil,"  consisting  of  equal 
parts  of  lime  water  and  linseed  oil.  I  assisted  a  number  of  times  in 
dressing  the  burns,  and  one  thing  that  strikingly  impressed  me  whenever 
thus  engaged,  was  the  horrible  smell  that  seemed  to  prevade  everything* 
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The  oarrdn  oil  (I  would  have  named  it  oanion)  oombining  with  the 
purulent  disohargeai  produoed  an  odor  well  nigh  intolerable,  especially 
as  the  weather  was  exoessively  hot  The  patient  made  a  good  recovery 
eventually^  though  the  process  was  not  very  marked,  and  much  trouble 
ensued  from  time  to  time  because  of  unhealUiy  granulations. 

In  the  fall  of  1863 1  was  called  to  see  Frank  B.  of  this  city — a  stout, 
healthy  lad  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age.  Found  him  very  severely 
burned,  in  consequence  of  the  explosion  of  a  can  of  kerosene.  He  had 
been  before  I  arrived,  dredged  amd  rolled  in  wheat  flour,  which,  though 
temporarily  grateful,  proves  troublesome  after  it  has  been  on  a  few 
hours. 

I  treated  the  case  topically  with  the  "  carron  oil,"  combined  with  such 
internal  remedies  as  were  indicated.  I  noticed  here  as  in  the  previous 
case,  the  horrible  sm«ll  and  the  tardiness  with  which  the  ulcers  healed. 
Death  occurred  on  the  eighteenth  day  in  consequence  of  peritonitis, 
produced  by  ulcerative  perforation  of  the  duodenum. 

Feb.  2l8t,  1868,  was  called  to  see  Mr.  L.  M.  M.  He  was  pouring 
some  patent  light  making  mixture,  called  ^^  Aurum  Fluid,''  which  had 
been  warranted  non-explosive,  on  some  kindling  wood  in  the  stove. 
There  happened  to  be  some  coals  among  the  ashes,  and  an  explosion 
was  the  result.  His  face,  neck  and  arms,  and  part  of  his  breast  were 
terribly  burned.  Not  having  been  favorably  impressed  with  the 
^'  carron  oil "  and  other  applications  used  heretofore,  1  made  a  prepara- 
tion consisting  of  equal  parts  of  sweet  oil  and  white  of  egg^^  which) 
afler  being  thoroughly  mixed  together,  I  applied  with  a  large  catnel's 
hair  pencil.  Afler  painting  the  parts  affected  with  this  preparation,  I 
wrapped  them  tenderly  in  cloths,  on  which  was  smoothly  spread  an 
ointment  made  of  finely  powdered  alum  1  dr.,  sweet  oil  f.  §  ij.,  and  fresh 
lard  a  teacupful.  So  immediate  and  almost  magical  was  the  relief 
afforded,  and  the  case  seemed  to  progress  so  nicely,  that  I  used  nothing 
else  during  the  entire  treatment,  which  lasted  thirty -five  days.  Although 
some  of  the  burns  seriously  involved  the  nnuscular  structures,  especially 
of  the  wrist  and  forearm,  yet  the  recovery  was  perfect — ^there  being  no 
muscular  or  tendinous  contractions — no  cicatrices  compromising  the 
mobility  of  a*iy  part.  I  was  also  pleased  to  observe  in  this  case  an 
almost  complete  absence  of  the  intolerable  tietor  present  in  the  other 
cases. 

I  have  treated  a  large  number  of  burns  and  scalds  since,  some  more  or  less 
severe,  and  have  always  been  highly  pleased  with  the  treatment  pursued 
in  the  last  named  case.     When  the  burn  is  merely  superficial,  I  have 
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penciled  the.  points  with  the  sweet  oil  and  eggs  alone  and  have  always 
had  the  pleasure  of  affording  prompt  relief  to  mj  suffering  patient. 
Where  the.  deeper  structures  were  involved,  I  have  derived  advantage 
from  using  the  two  preparations  conjiiintly.  The  Alum  seemed  tx>  pre- 
vent the  formation  uf  the  exuberant  and  unhealthy  granulations  that 
are  so  apt  to  prove  a  source  of  trouble,  and  also  apparently  assisted  in 
producing  loqal  anaesthesia. 

It  is  surprising  how  severe  the  shock,  and  how  soon  death  occurs  in 
some  cases  of  bums  and  scalds.  I  was  called  to  see  a  child  of  Mr.  B's, 
about  18'months  of  age.  It  had  upset  a  coffee  pot  containing  about  a 
quart  of  boiling  coffee,  the  contents  being  poured  over  its  head,  neck 
shoulders,  and  down  the  back.  Saw  it  about  two  hours  after  the 
accident  had  occurred.  It  was  sitting  in  its  mother's  lap  apparently  un- 
concerned ;  it:  manifested  some  signs  of  restlessness ;  moved  its  head 
occasionally  from  side  to  side ;  uttered  no  moan,  and  gave  no  indication 
of  pain ;  found  the  extremities  cold  and  pulseless ;  the  eyes  staring,  but 
blind,  and  no  consciousness.  Gave  stimulants,  and  did  what  I  could  to 
relieve  the  shock  and  bring  about  reaction,  but  in  less  than  an  hour  it 
was  dead. 

{  set  up  no  dainis  to  originality  in  the  treatment,  but  think  it  is  not 
so  generally  resorted  to  as  its  merits  claim.  Prior  to  adopting  it,  I 
used,  and  have  since  used  a  great  many  other  lavements,  ointments, 
salves,  etc.,  but  I  believe  this  is  incomparably  superior  to  all  of  them 
on  aocpunt  of  the  prompt,  relief  it  affords,  the  uninterrupted  rapidity 
with  which  the  healing  process  in  carried  on,  and  the  good  final  results 
obtained. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  June,  1870. 


I  •  ^  » ■ 


QUININE  IN  SCARLET  FEVER. 

Dr.  Peter  Hood,  in  the  British  Medical  Journal^  says  that  in  scarlet 
fever,  ailer  the  stomach  has  been  relieved  by  an  emetic,  and  the  bowels 
by  a  proper  cathartic,  if  necessary,  the  system  is  prepared  for  the 
*' antiseptic  property  of  Quinine,  which  drug,"  according  to  his  ex- 
perience, ^Ms  as  powerful  in  destroying  the  scarlatinal  germ  as  it  is 
potent  in  the  cure  of  ague."  He  says  the  pulse  is  diminished  in  frequency, 
the  soreness  of  throat  and  difficulty  of  shallowing  are  scarcely  complain- . 
ed  of,  obviating  all  necessity  for  gai^les,  sponging,  etc.,  the  heat  of  skin 
is  most  sensibly  decreased,  and  the  restlessness  is  succeeded  by  a  calm 
composure.     In  the  severest  forms  with  a  dyscrastic  state  of  the  blood. 
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discharges  from  tha  nose,  mouth,  eyes,  ears,  etc.,  it  is  inoperative  to  ad- 
minister with  the  quinine  s^me  preparation  of  iron — ^tbe  tinct.  ojf  the 
sesqui-chloride,  or  the  sulphate,  persevered  with ;  at  the  same  time 
procuring  daily  evacuations  from  the  bowels.  Thorough  ventilation, 
and  the  disinfection  of  the  room  with  Chlorine,  he  regards  as  important 
in  preventing  contiagion. 

One  who  has  carefully  observed  current  professional  opinion  can  but 
have  observed  the  increasing  favor  in  which  quinine  is  regarded  in 
various  febrile  and  inflammatory  affections.  W  hen  given  in  doses  o^ 
two  grains  every  hour  for  three  or  four  hours,  and  then  in  the  same 
doses  every  two  hours — or  iu  doses  from  three  to  six  or  more  grains  at 
rather  longer  intervals,  it  will  diminish  feverish  heat  and  the  frequency 
of  the  pulse,  induce  perspiration,  and  tend  to  remove  various  forms  of 
congestion  and  inflanimation,  are  facts  too  well  established  to  admit  of 
any  question.  Whether  scarlatina  is  benefited  by  its  influence  in 
neutralizing  the  specific  poison  of  that  disease,  or  by  its  control  of  the 
febrile  and  inflammatory  processes  may  not  be  so  clear ;  but  that  it  is  a 
useful  remedy,  in  many  forms,  at  least,  of  the  affection,  is  certain  as 
most  other  medical  maxims.  This  treatment  would  not  interfere  with 
that  of  the  warm  bath,  used  early  and  repeated  as  often  as  the  strength 
of  the  patient  will  permit,  or  the  i-everity  of  the  disease  require, 
"  dabbing  "  dry  with  a  soft  towel,  as  so  strongly  recommended  by  Dr. 
0.  T.  Thompson  in  the  Lancet \  or  any  other  adjuvants  the  particular 
conditions  might  call  for. — Oregon  Med.  and  Surg,  Reporter,  April,  1870. 
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Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 


On  the  Actiok  of  Ipecacuanha. — By  C.  C.  Fuller,  Y.  R.  C.  S. 
I  have  been  induced  to  make  the  following  communication  in  answer  to 
Dr.  Anstie's  invitation  to  those  who  have  studied  the  action  of  small 
doses  of  ipecacuanha  in  vomiting  and  other  diseases  to  make  public 
their  experience.  I  was  led  by  the  recommendation  of  a  medical  friend 
to  test  the  value. of  small  doses  of  ipecacuanha;  and  I  did  so,  but  with 
the  greatest  scepticism,  and  with  the  fullest  expectatio^  of  finding  these 
small  doses  useless.  It  was  c)nly  afler  repeated  suopesses  that  I  was 
<x>mpelled  to  believe  in  the  efficacy  of  this,  treatment  \x\  th^  .following 
classes  of  cases. 


278  The  Journal  of  Makfria,  Medica. 

1.  Vimiting  of  Pregnancy, — ^Having  given  extended  tarials  of  t^e 
following  remedies  in  this  disease — ^viz.,  hydrocyanio  acid,  nitrate  of 
potash,  oxalate  of  cerium,  opium,  nitro-muriatic  acid,  bismuth,  alkalies^ 
and  quinine ;  and  though  each  of  these  remedies  was  frequently  ui^eful, 
I  am  convinced  that  they  are  all  far  inferior  to  ipecacuanha.  Its  effects 
are  frequently  conspicuous  in  the  most  severe  cases ;  and  it  is  able  not 
only  to  control  that  vomitiug  which  occurs  on  rising  in  the  morning, 
but  also  the  more  severe  forms  in  which  the  nausea,  retching,  and  vom- 
iting are  almost  incessant.  The  following  are  brief  accounts  of  two  of 
the  cases  which  occurred  under  my  notice. 

Mrs.  W ,  aged  thirty- two,  mother  of  four  children,  had  always 

suffered  during  the  whole  period  of  her  previous  pregnancies  from 
severe  retching  and  vomiting  repeated  many  times  a  day.  On  the 
present  occasion  she  was  in  the  fifth  wftek  of  her  pregnancy,  and  her 
sufferings  from  retching  and  vomiting  wf^re  as  severe  as  in  former  times. 
She  was  ordered  to  take  a  drop  of  ipecacuanha  wine  in  a  teaspoonful  of 
water  every  hour,  and  on. the  second  day. of  this  treatment  all  retching 
and  vomiting  had  ceased.  The  medicine  was  then  discontinued,  and 
was  only  taken  in  drop  doses  on  the  occurrence  of  nausea,  which  it 
immediately  removed.  One  dose  of  the  medicine  was  usually  taken 
during  the  remainder  of  her  pregnancy  on  each  day. 

Mrs.  D was  in  most  respects  similar  to  the  previous  patient. 

She  had  three  children,  and  during  the  whole  of  each  pregnancy  she 
was  tormented  with  sickness  and  retching,  repeated  many  times  a  day. 
Afler  using  several  remedies  without  success,  the  drop-dose  of  ipecac- 
uanha wine  was  ordered,  and  the  most  marked  relief  followed  after  the 
lapse  of  eight  hours.  It  was  given,  as  in  the  former  case,  every  hour ; 
and  discontinued  and  resorted  to  in  precisely  the  same  manner  and  with 
the  same  satisfactory  results. 

I  could  easily  refer  to  other  cases  equally  successful,  but  these  will 
serve  as  examples  of  the  efficacy  of  this  treatment.  A  more  extended 
experience  has  proved  that  a  dose  administered  every  four  hours  is 
sufficient  to  secure  the  desired  result. 

2.  Sickness  and  Diarrhoea  of  Children, — In  this  troublesome  and 
frequent  affection  of  diildren,  a  drop  of  ipecacuanha  wine,  administered 
every  hour,  or  less  frequently,  according  to  the  severity  of  the  disease, 
is  most  successful.  Under  its  influence  the  sickness  almost  immediately 
subsides,  and  the  diarrhoea  abates,  although  the  latter  may  continue  one 
or  two  days  longer,  and  in  a  few  cases,  although  very  much  controlled^ 
may  require  another  remedy  to  remove  it.    Its  use  is  indicated  when 
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tke  motions  hre/nquent  and  slimy y  and  also  when  they  are  o{  grcLsa-green 
4olor ;  and  it  is  also  highl j  effieaoious  in  this  form  of  dysentery  when 
unaooomjfMtfkied  by  vomiting ;  but  the  presence  of  sickness  may  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  special  indication  of  its  usefulness,  and  rarely  will  be  found 
to  fail  where  sickness  and  slimy  diarrhoea  are  present.  The  notes  of 
numerous  cases  hare  been  preserved,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  give  a  de- 
tailed account  of  them,  as  they  all  presented  the  symptoms  above  men- 
tioned. 

The  same  treatment  will  sometimes  prevail  over  other  forms  of 
Yomiting. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  right  to  mention  that  cases  of  other  forms  of 
vomiting  have  occurred  in  my  practice,  wnich  have  entirely  resisted 
this  treatment.  Contrary  to  the  experience  of  some,  1  have  obtained  at 
present  no  success  from  ipecacuanha  in  the  vomiting  of  drunkards,  and 
it  is  useless  to  expect  that  ipecacuanha  or  any  other  medicine  should  be 
a  panacea  for  all  forms  of  vomiting. — London  Lancet. — Michigan 
University  Medical  Journal^  April,  1870. 


A  Casb  of  Acute  Mania  Succbssfullt  Treated  with  Hydrate 
OF  Chloral. — On  December  2, 1869, 1  was  requested  to  visit  Mrs.  P — , 
aged  56  years,  the  mother  of  a  large  family,  who  was  said  to  be  wrong 
in  her  mind,  and  after  doing  so  found  it  to  be  only  too  true. 

Part  of  the  history  of  this  person  appears  to  be  as  follows : — About 
fourteen  years  ago  she  became  insane,  and  after  remaining  at  home  for 
several  weeks  became  quite  unmanageable,  and  had  to  be  removed  to  a 
lunatic  asylum,  where  she  was  an  inmate  for  nine  months,  and  having 
partially  recovered  was  taken  home,  and  soon  got  better,  and  continued 
well  for  nine  years.  At  this  time  another  attack  came  on  equally  severe 
ss  the  first,  when  she  again  had  to  be  sent  to  the  asylum,  where  she  re- 
mained for  about  five  months,  and  then  got  all  right. 

Upon  these  two  occasions  sleep  was  almost  an  impossibility,  every- 
thing in  the  shape  of  medicines  having  been  tried  to  produce  that  effect, 
but  without  any  apparent  advantage. 

On  the  present  occasion,  at  the  time  I  was  called  in,  she  had  been  ill 
for  five  weeks,  and  during  that  time  I  was  told  by  her  daughter,  who 
was  with  her  in  her  previous  attacks,  she  had  not  slept  five  minutes  at 
4iny  one  time,  and  that  her  symptoms  now  are  exactly  the  same  as  they 
were  in  her  former  illnesses.  Large  doses  of  opium  and  morphia  had 
been  given  her  to  induce  sleep  and  quietness,  but  instead  of  these  they 
only  seemed  to  make  her  more  talkative  and  restless,  if  worse  could  be. 
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During  the  five  weeks  her  appetite-  remained  in  a  ravenous  condition, 
eating,  at  some  times  twice  the  quantity  she  could  do  in  health.  Owing 
to  the  constipating  effects  of  the  opium  and  morphia,  she  had  to  be 
frequently  purged  with  other  medicine,  but  all  did  not  do  her  a  particle 
of  good. 

Afler  what  had  been  done  in  the  case,  I  considered  it  a  good  one  for 
chloral,  and  determined  to  give  it  a  trial. 

I  may  state  that  before  giving  the  chloral,  her  pulse  was  130  per 
minute,  and  the  temperature  of  the  body  very  high. 

I  gave  her  twenty-five  grains  in  two  ounces  of  water  at  bed-time  for 
three  consecutive  nights,  and  its  effects  were  quite  marvellous. 

The  first  night  she  did  not  sleep  much,  but  the  talking  was  entirely 
stopped.  The  second  night  she  slept  for  nearly  nine  hours  perfectly 
sound  and  tranquil,  and  even  during  the  following  day  she  had  several 
hours  of  refreshing  sleep.  The  third  night  was  equally  as  quiet,  with 
as  much  sleep,  and  on  the  following  day  said  she  was  quite  better,  and 
did  not  require  any  more  of  that  medicine  which  made  her  so  sleepy. 
Immediately  after  the  first  dose  the  pulse  began  to  fall,  until  at  the  end 
of  the  third  day  it  was  down  to  90,  and  during  the  same  time  the 
temperature  gradually  became  natural.  She  did  not  complain  of  nausea, 
headache  or  any  other  unpleasant  feeling  during  the  time  she  waa 
taking  it. 

Since  that  time  she  has  remained  perfectly  well,  sleeping  at  night, 
taking  her  food,  and  attending  to  all  the  duties  of  the  household  as 
formerly. — JDr,  Crawford,  in  Afedical  Times  and  Gazette. — Am,  Jour,  of 
Insanity, — Aashvitle  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  June,  1870. 


Syphilis    Trbatbd    by    Carbolic    Acid. — FIolmbs  Cootb,    £sq. 
Surgeon  to  St.  Bartjiolomew's  Hospital  London,  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal,  gives  the  following  successful  treatment  of  the  primary  forms 
of  syphilis,  by  the  local  application  of  carbolic  acid : 

Casb  I. — Emily  K.,  aged  21,  general  servant,  had  a  discharge  from 
the  vagina,  with  numerous  mucous  tubercles  on  the  labia  and  inside  of 
the  thighs.  On  January  17th,  1868,  carbolic  acid  lotion  (grains  v.  to 
the  ounce  ot  water)  was  ordered.  On  February  7th  she  was  discharged, 
all  the  tubercles  having  disappeared.  The  period  of  treatment  was  three 
weeks.    It  was  then  determined  to  employ  a  much  stronger  solution. 

Casb  II. — Jane  P.,  agedl.  19.  This  icase  was  similar  to  the  former ; 
but  the  tubercles  were  more  numerous  and  larger.      On  January  Ist,  a 
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lotion  composed  of  carbolic  acid  and  water,  equal  parts  was  ordered  to 
be  applied  by  means  of  a  brush  each  day,  and  the  usual  carbolic  acid 
lotion  to  be  kept  constantly  applied  to  the  parts.  On  February  2d,  the 
tubercles  had  almost  entirely  disappeared.  In  this  case  the  period  of 
treatment  was  twelve  days. 

Case  III. — Catharine  H.,  aged  20,  had  a  discharge  from  the  vagina, 
,'with'  a  mass  of  mucous  tubercles  on  the.  labia  and  upper  part  of  the 
thighs,  and  around  the  anus.  On  January  24th,  the  strong  lotion^ 
consisting  of  equal  parts  of  carbolic  acid  and  water,  was  ordered  to  be 
painted  on  daily  with  a  brush,  as  in  the  preceding  case;  the  usual 
carbolic  acid  lotion  to  be  constantly  applied.  On  February  7th,  the 
tubercles  had  almost  entirely  disappeared.  The  patient  was  nearly  well. 
In  this  case  the  period  of  treatment  was  fourteen  days. 

In  all  these  cases,  the  pain  was  inconsiderable,  nor  was  there  any 
necessity  for  the  use  of  surgical  instruments,  such  as  scissors,  etc. — 
Oregon  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter^  April,  1870. 


w 

Typhoid  Fbvkr  Treated  by  Bromide  of  Potassium. — J.  B.  Cheg- 
HON,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Pre,  Province  of  Quebec,  records  in  the  Canada 
Medical  Journal^  for  December,  1869,  p.  247,  the  following  case  : 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1869,  he  was  called  to  attend  Miss  A.  R — , 
whom  he  found  ill  with  typhoid  fever.  She  was  the  fifth  of  her  family 
who  had  been  attacked  with  the  disease.  Everything  progressed  favor- 
ably until  the  20th  of  August,  when  symptoms  of  great  cerebral  ex- 
citement, simulating  inflammation  of  the  encephalon,  set  in.  .  He  had 
recourse  to  leeching,  cupping,  mercury  and  tartar  emetic,  in  small  doses. 
To  all  these  remedies  h^  gave  a  fair  trial,  but,  on  the  24th,  she  con- 
tinued to  grow  worse.  Recalling  the  physiological  action  of  the  bromide 
of  potassium,  he  determined  to  give  it  a  trial,  as  the  case  seemed  a 
desperate  one.  He  commenced  with  half  a  drachm  every  three  hours. 
After  the  fourth  dose  of  the  medicine  she  fell  into  a  quiet  slumber, 
which  lasted  more  than  six  hours.  When  she  awoke  the  delirium  had 
ceased,  and  she  rapidly  rf gained  her  mental  faculties.  For  three  days 
previous  to  this  she  had  not  slept,  and  the  delirium  was  so  violent  as  to 
require  two  men  to  watch  her.  He  gradually  reduced  the  dose  of  the 
bromide  of  potassium,  first  to  ten  grains  every  six  hours,  and  then  to 
five  grains.  She  made  a  speedy  and  complete  convalescence. — Oregon 
Medical  and  Sttrgical  Reporter,  April,  1870. 
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TuRPBNTiNB  IN  Ebtsipslas. — In  reading  the  Half-Yearly  Com- 
pendium, No.  iv.,  July,  1869,  I  came  upon  an  article  called  "A  New 
Remedy  in  Erysipelas,"  by  Professor  Lucke,  of  Berne,  and  by  Professor 
Schutzenburger,  of  Strasburg. 

Speaking  of  the  efficacy  of  oleum  terebinthinse,  it  is  not  very  newy  for 
Dr.  Thomain,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and 
Dr.  C.  Miller,  introduced  the  turpentinein  1864  and  1865,  in  erysipelas^ 
to  all  stumps  of  amputated  limbs,  and  injured  soft  parts,  even  when 
gangrene  had  set  in.  Dr.  Thomain  practised  it  at  Emory  Hospital, 
Washington,  D.  C,  out  of  ten  other  surgeons  that  were  there  in  the 
spring  of  1865,  where  I  made  a  report  upon  it,  and  was  the  only  surgeon 
who  endorsed  him,  having  practised  and  used  the  oil  of  turpentine  in 
many  cases,  to  my  entire  satisfaction^  with  the  colored  U.  S.  soldiers 
and  the  white.  So  you  perceive  that  there  are  some  in  this  country 
who  either  used  the  turpentine  before  the  Europeans,  or  at  least  sim- 
ultaneously with  them.  I  would  add  here,  that  I  never  knew  a  case 
where  the  turpentine  was  used  but  the  parts  affected  would  take  on 
healthy  action  and  improve  very  rapidly.  I  can  therefore  corroborate 
at  least  from  my  experience,  the  charming  effect  of  this  agent  in  in* 
fectious  or  traumatic  erysipelas. — C.  Miller,  M.  D., — Med.  and  Surg^ 
Reporter, — Druggists'  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette,  May,  1870. 


Hypodermic  Treatment  of  Delirium  Tremens. — Prof.  Hdws 
reports  having  successfully  treated  several  cases  of  m^ania  a  potu  with 
remedies  given  hypodermically.  In  one  instance  the  patient,  whose 
stomach  was  so  irritable  that  it  would  neither  retain  food,  stimulants, 
nor  anodynes,  and  whose  nervous  system  was  so  excited  that  sleep  had 
not  been  obtained  for  several  nights,  and  so  deranged  that  the  mind  was 
in  agonizing  dread  of  assassins  and  reptiles,  had  a  solution  of  atropia 
and  morphia  thrown  under  the  skin,  which  produced  repose  in  a  few 
minutes,  and  corrected  the  mental  disorder.  In  all  cases  the  remedies 
thus  administered  exerted  the  happiest  effects.  One  patient,  frantic 
with  dipsomania,  whose  stomach  would  not  retain  the  morning  dram  of 
whiskey,  called  on  the  doctor  and  demanded  poison  to  put  an  end  to 
such  a  miserable  existence.  In  fifteen  minutes  after  the  hypodermic 
syringe  was  used,  he  laid  down  on  a  sofa  in  the  doctors  office  aid  took 
a  fourteen  hours'  sleep.  Upon  awaking,  he  asked  for  water,  declaring 
that  the  terrible  mental  anguish  had  passed  off, '  and  no  desire  for  his 
accustomed  stimulus  remained.  He  went  home,  took  nourishment^  and 
abandoned:  his  spree.    The  remedies  used  were  in  the  following  pro* 
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portions:     Water, ^  morphi%..2  grains;  atropia,  1  grain.    Inject 

hjpodermically  from  30  to  60  drops. — Oregon  Medical  and  Swrgical 
Reporter^  April,  1870. 


Perijiangakatb  of  Potassa  in  Female  Diseases. — In  the  Jan.  No. 
of  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  Dr.  A.  M.  Williams 
calls  attention  to  the  use  of  the  permanganate  of  potash  in  excessive 
purulent  and  prolonged,  lochial  discharge. 

He  finds  that  a  solution  of  this  salt,  made  m  the  proportion  of  10 
grains  to  a  pint  of  water,  when  injected  into  the  vagina  twice  a  daj, 
will  remove  the  most  offensive  odor  in  a  very  few  days.  It  likewise 
lessens  the  quantity  of  the  discharge,  and  hence  is  as  valuable  in  sim* 
pie  cases  of  excessive  lochia  as  where  the  discharge  is  fetid.  In  cases 
due  to  ulceration  within  the  neck,  or  on  the  os,  its  well  known  power 
to  promote  the  healing  of  ulcered  surfaces  renders  it  a  valuable  adjunct 
to,  if  not  a  substitute  for  astringents.  When  tried  for  obstinate  ulcer- 
ation of  the  neck,  in  a  non  pregnant  womtm,  it  was  found  to  operate 
happily.  In  this  class  of  cases  where  the  speculum  is  resorted  to  with 
much  hesitation,  by  most  practitioners,  it  may  prove  of  great  service. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  others  will  make  further  trials  with  this  agent 
and  report  the  result  of  their  investigations. — Mich,  University  Med, 
Jottr,,  April,  1870. 


Hydrate  Chloral. — Physicians  should  prescribe  only  the  crystals, 
and  should  be  very  certain  that  they  are  pure.  The  taste  of  hydrate  of 
chloral  is  quite  unpleasant,  but  orange  juice  completely  covers  it,  and 
so  does  peppermint  water,  or  essence  of  peppermint.  If  taken  in 
aqueous  solution,  let  the  patient  be  directed  to  suck  the  juice  of  an 
orange  immediately  afler  swallowing  the  dose,  or  mix  with  the  solution 
a  little  peppermint  water,  with  syrup  of  tolu.  The  following  is  a  good 
formula  : 

9     Chloral  hydrate, 3   i. 

Aq.  menth.  pip., |  ss. 

Syrup  tolu, |  ss. 

Aqua, I  ij. 

Dose,  from  one  half  ounce  to  two  ounces,  as  may  be  required. 

The  mixture  should  not  be  prepared  in  large  quantities,  nor  be  kept 
for  any  length  of  time,  for  the  reasons  intimated  above. — Boston  Jowr, 
of  Chemistry, — Nashville  Journal  of  Med,  and  Stt^tgery,  July,  1870.  r? 
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Epsoir  SALT.-=-In  reply  to  a  query  propounded  by  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Assooiat ion,  in  regard  to  the  best  method  of  disguising 
the  bitter  and  disagreeable  taste  of  Epsom  Salt,  Mr.  Isaac  W.  Smith, 
of  Philadelphia,  suggests  the  following : 

5     Rad.  glyoyrrhizae  cont.  (deprived  of  outer  bark),      |  iv. 
Aq.  bullient, Oij.  vel  q.  s. 

Mix,  and  allow  to  stand,  with  occasional  stiring,  until  cold  ;  then  ex- 
press through  muslin,  adding  more  water,  if  necessary,  until  the  residue 
no  longer  tastes;  then  filter,  and  to  the  fiitrate  add  magnesisa  sulphatis, 
I  \v\  finally,  evaporate  to  dryness  over  a  water  bath.  Each  ounce  of 
the  compound  represents  about  one  ounce  of  the  crystallized  salt. — 
Review  of  Pharmacy, — Nashville  Jour,  of  Med,  and  Surg^  July,  1870. 


SuccBssFUL  Use  Of  Hydrate  of  Chloral  in  Acute  Mania. — Dr. 
Crawford,  of  Port  Glasgow,  reports  in  the  Medical  Times  and  Oazette^ 
a  case  of  a  woman  who  had  been  ill,  and  without  more  than  five 
minutes'  sleep  at  a  time  for  five  weeks,  who  had  been  treated  by  opium 
and  morphia  without  benefit,  and  who,  after  taking  25  grains  of  hydrate 
of  chloral  in  two  ounces  of  water,  at  bedtime,  for  three  consecutive 
nights,  completely  recovered.  Sound  sleep  was  induced,  and  her  pulse, 
which  at  the  beginning  of  her  treatment  was  130,  fell  to  90.  She  did 
not  complain  of  nausea,  headache,  or  any  other  unpleasant  feeling  during 
the  time  she  was  taking  the  drug. — Druggists'  Circular  and  Chemical 
Gazette,  May,  1870. 


Syrup  of  Iodide  of  Iron. — M.  Jeaunkl  has  observed  that  the  ad- 
dition of  one  five  thousandth  part  of  tartaric  acid  renders  syrup  of 
iodide  of  iron  clear,  when  it  has  decomposed,  and  at  the  same  time 
notably  diminishes  its  disagreeable  inky  taste. — Bull  de  la  Sac,  de 
Pharm,  de  Bordeaux, — Druggists'*  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette,  May, 
1870. 


Carious  Teeth. — M.  Magitot  recommends  the  following  formula  : — 
Chloroform  5,  laudanum  2,  and  tinct.  benzoin  10  parts.  Cotton  wool 
dipped  in  this  is  to  be  inserted  in  the  cavity,  and  renewed  until  insensi- 
bility of  the  part  is  produced,  when  the  cavity  may  be  definitively  ob- 
durated. — Rev,  Med, — Boston  Med,  and  Surg.  Journal, — Nashville  Jour^ 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  June,  1870. 
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Ekoot  ih  HiEMOPTTSis. — Dr.  Drasohb  states  that  he  has  used  ergot 
hjpodermicailj  in  haemoptysis  with  entire  suooess.  Von  Crrafie  has 
gotten  similar  results.  Dr.  Pla^e  thinks  that  ergot^  adminis^red 
subcutaneously,  is  the  most  reliable  agent  in  this  affection,  arresting  the< 
hemorrhage  almost  instantaneously  by  inducing  coagulation  of  the  blood. 
— Dr.  Henry  in  Cincinnati  Medical  Repertory, — American  Prac- 
titioner,  M.ay,  IH70. 

• 

Chologogue. — ^The  following  is  advised  as  an  excellent  cholagogue  to 
combat  very  obstinate  hepatic  troubles. 

]J     Fid.  Ext.  Taraxaoi 

Elixir  Cinchonse,  Ferri.  et.  Stryohniae, aa        M. 

Dose — ^Two  drams^  three  times  daily  before  meals. 


Hemorrhaos  of  the  Lungs. — Persistant  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs 
has  been  ohecked  by  inhaliug  from'  an  open  mouthed  bottle  the  vapor 
of  carbonate  of  ammonia,  ot  which  tincture  of  iron  has  been  dropped. 
—  Oregon  Medical  and  Surgical  Report&y  May,  1870. 
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ON  SOME  OF  THE  THERAPEUTICAL  EFFECTS  OF  THE 
GELSEMINUM  NITIDUM— GELSEMINUM  SEMPER  VI- 
RENS— CAROLINA  JESSAMINE. 


BT   DR.    E.    A.   ANDBRSOK,   WILMINGTON,   NORTH   CAROLINA. 


During  the  years  1836-7,  I  was  a  student  of  medicine,  at  Yale 
College,  and  a  pupil  of  the  late  Doctor  William  Tully,  the  professor 
of  Materia  Medica.  Dr.  Tully  was  perhaps  at  that  time,  the  most 
accomplished  Botanist  in  the  country,  and  very  much  devoted  to  the 
indigenous  Materia  Medica.  A  strong  bias  was  thus  given  to  my  mind 
in  that  direction  which  it  has  ever  since  retained,  even  to  this  day,  a  period 
of  over  30  years. 

During  the  late  war,  the  Southern  States  were  cut  off  by  the  blockade 
to  a  very  great  extent  from  their  usual  supply  of  medicines,  and  par- 
ticularly Quinine.  I  was  thus  led  to  apply  the  manuscript  lectures  of 
Doctor  Tully^  then  in  my  possession,  to  find  if  possible,  substitutes  to 
supply  these  deficiencies. 
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A  short  time  before  the  commeMoement  of  the  war,  a  strolling  moante- 
hank  was  veading  a  nostrum  for  the  cure  of  intermittent  fever,  under 
the  high  sounding  name  ef  the  **  Negative  Electric  Fluid/'  and  which 
effected  remarkable  and  prompt  cures.  This,  upon  analysis,  proved  to 
be  composed  of  Gelseminum,  disguised  and  rendered  bitter  by  a  small 
quantity  of  quinine.  I  was  thus,  from  the  knowledge  of  these  facts — 
the  possession  of  Tully's  notes — and  the  want  of  quinine  caused  by  the 
war — ^led  to  experiment  freely  and  largely  with  this  plant.  First  in 
intermittent,  and  subsequently  in  other  analogous  fevers.  For  the  last 
ten  years  I  have  used  the  Gelseminum  more  freely,  than  any  other 
physician  in  this  State,  first  in  intermittents  in  patients  of  both  sexes^ 
and  all  ages,  in  varying  doses  from  the  largest  to  the  smallest.  Thus 
I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  studying  its  therapeutical  or  ultimate 
or  morbid  effects.  la  some  patients  suffering  from  intermittents, 
I  met  with  complications  of  rheumatism,  and  in  others  of  pneumonia. 
Hence,  I  was  led  to  extend  its  use  by  analogy,  and  experience  to  other 
and  different  complaints,  as  I  found  that  the  pneumonia  and  rheumatism 
rapidly  disappeared  along  with  the  intermittent,  under  the  influence  of 
Gelseminum.  It  reduces  the  strength  and  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  with 
as  much  certainty  as  veratrum,  without  causing  the  distressing  nausea 
of  veratrum,  and  is  the  best  remedy  I  have  ever  tried,  in  idiopa^thic  or 
symptomatic  night  sweats,  particularly  of  phthisis.  It  allays  chronic 
cough,  nervous  muscular  pain,  and  diminishes  nervous  exoitemcDt,  and 
morbid  heat  of  the  skin.  I  now  use  the  Gelseminum  almost  excluHively 
in  intermittents,  particularly  in  children,  to  whom  it  is  particularly 
adapted,  as  it  is  free  from  the  unpleasant  taste  of  quinine,  and  can  be 
given  in  very  small  doses,  and  have  seldom  been  disappointed  in  it& 
effects.  It  is  true  it  is  no  specific,  and  occasiotially  fails,  but  so  do> 
quinine,  arsenic,  and  the  sulphites.  I  employ  the  tincture,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  four  ounces  of  the  bruised  root  to  a  pint  of  alcohol,  (835°) 
or  what  is  equally  as  well,  the  fluid  extract  of  the  Tildens. 

The  dose  for  an  infant,  of  one  or  two  months,  is  one  drop,  four  to  six 
times  a  day  ;  for  a  child  two  or  three  years  old,  four  drops ;  from  five  to 
six,  five  drops ;  for  a  child  ten  to  twelve  years  old,  eight  to  ten  drops ; 
and  for  an  adult  twenty  drops  every  hour  until  six  doses  have  been  taken., 
A  long  experience  in  the  use  of  this  agent,  has  taught  me,  that  not  less 
than  four,  or  more  than  six  doses  is  the  most  certain  mode  of  producing 
its  full,  and  satisfactory  effects  And  like  Quinine,  it  should  be  given 
at  least,  four  or  five  hours  before  the  expected  paroxysm,  that  is  to  say, 
an  hour  if  not  more,  should  elapse  between  the  fourth  or  sixth  dose,, 
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anel  the  expected  aooession  of  fever.  It  can  be  given  while  the  fever  is 
on  the  patient,  and  always  diminishes  the  morbid  heat,  reduces  the 
pulse,  promotes  diaphoresis,  and  cuts  short  the  paroxysm.  When  ad- 
ministered in  very  small  doses,  it  abates  morbidity,  irritative  conditions 
of  the  system  generally.  Larger  quantities,  produce  languor,  and  las- 
situde, with  frequent  yawnings,  larger  and  inordinate  doses,  cause 
vertigo,  convulsions,  a  small  thread-like  pulse,  and  if  pushed  too  far 
Bsroosis  and  death.  The  antidotes,  are  some  of  the  preparations  of 
opium,  alcohol,  wine  and  aromatics. 

The  most  common  >  result  however,  from  an  overdose,  is  dimness  of 
vision,  double  sight,  inability  to  open  the  eyes,  stifTness  of  the  jaws 
and  general  prostration.  These  effects  all  pass  off  in  a  short  time.  I 
alw'a^s  instruct  my  patients  that  whenever  they  experience  dimness  of 
vision,  or  double  vision,  to  discontinue  its  use.  And  thus  have  seldom 
experienced  in  my  practice,  any  of  its  ultimate,  or  morbid  effects,  and 
only  state  them  here,  to  put  physipians  on  their  guard,  in  respect  to  its 
excessive  use.  As  it  is  not  my  design  in  this  article,  to  treat  of  the 
various  diseases,  in  which  the  Gelseminum  has  been  employed  by  other 
physicians,  but  only  to  give  the  result  of  my  own  practice,  for  ten  years^ 
I  will  briefly  state  the  cases  in  which  I  have  used  it  myself. 

I  have  found  it  a  most  reliable  agent  in  intermittent,  remittent  and 
typhoid  fevers  ;  acute,  and  chronic  rheumatism ;  in  inflammations  of  the 
lungs,  pleura,  and  pneumonia.  I  have  for  several  years,  used  it  almost 
exclusively  in  pneumonia,  in  the  place  of  veratium,  and  consider  it  the 
very  best  ag^nt  in  this  disease.  You  can  reduce  the  force  and  frequency 
of  the  pulse  with  Gelseminum,  with  as  much  certainty,  as  by  venesection, 
digitalis  or  veratrum,  without  the  distressing  effects  of  these  agents,, 
while  at  the  same  time,  it  allays  the  morbid  heat,  restlessness,  and  ir- 
ritative cough,  it  is  a  valuable  agent  in  simple  idiopathic,  or  symp- 
tomatic cou|£h,  in  doses  (for  adults)  of  four  to'  five  drops,  given  in 
syrup  of  ginger,  or  simple  syrup.  In  hooping  cough,  in  dyspnoea  ex- 
acerbans,  phthisis,  and  particularly  in  the  exhausting  and  distressing 
night  Hweats  of  consumptions,  controlling  them  better  than  any  agent 
I  have  ever  employed.  Here  the  doses  should  be  small,  and  often  re- 
peated, say  five  drops  ey&ry  one  or  two  hours,  as  it  is  not  desired  ta 
place  the  patient  under  its  full  effects,  but  to  keep  up  a  continued  and 
moderate  influence.  Acute,  and  chronic  gonorrhoea,  or  clap,  is  cured 
by  gelseminum  alone,  with  more  certainty  than  by  any  other  agent  I 
have  ever  used.  The  doses  must  be  large,  some  dimness  of  vision,  or 
the  first  stage  of  its  morbid  effects,  must  be  brought  on  if  you  would 
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not  be  disappointed  in  its  use,  not  less  than  from  twenty  to  thirty  drops, 
six  times  a  day.  From  its  remarkable  control  over  the  circulation,  we 
could  extend  its  use  by  analogy,  to  many  other  medical  and  surgical 
diseases,  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  reduce  the  action  of  the  heart  and 
arteries,  as  in  mania,  puerperal  mania,  puerperal  convulsions,  delirium 
tremens,  erysipelas,  6zc.  As  I  have  never  tried  it  in  these  cases,  I 
merely  throw  out  these  suggestions,  to  be  taken  up  by  some  other 
member  of  the  profession.  I  will  conclude  this  article  by  a  report  from 
my  note  book,  of  a  case  of  traumatic  aneurism  of  the  femoral  artery » 
in  which  I  used  it  in  the  place  of  digitalis,  and  veratrum. 

William  Goodman,  a  young  German  soldier  in  the  Confederate  Army, 
aged  22  years,  stout,  athletic,  and  healthy,  was  sent  with  his  company, 
K.  3rd,  No.  Carolina  Infantry,  to  arrest  some  outlaws,  and  deserters, 
who  had  entrenched  themselves  in  a  log  house,  and  defied  the  civil 
authorities.  During  the  attack  on  the  house,  Goodman  received  a 
wound  from  a  conical  elongated  ball,  fired  from  an  Enfield  Kifle,  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  right  thigh.  The  ball  remained  imbedded  in  the  soft 
parts  close  to  the  thigh  bone,  and  the  external  wound  closed,  leaving  the 
soldier  slightly  lame  but  for  some  time  not  suffering  much  inconvenience, 
except  a  slight  stiffness  of  the  limb.  The  ball  in  traversing  the  thigh 
had  however,  grazed  the  femoral  and  traumatic  aneurism  of  the  artery 
was  the  result  I  tried  pressure  with  the  usual  instruments,  and  the 
fingers,,  as  long  as  the  patient  could  bear  it,  but  ineffeotually.  The 
Gelseminum  was  then  resorted  to,  with,  and  without  pressure,  in  hopes 
of  retarding  the  flow  through  the  aneurismal  sac,  and  thus  produce 
coagulation,  in  doses  of  30  drops  every  hour,  for  six  hours.  I  brought 
Goodman's  pulse  down  to  forty  a  minute,  and  then  by  much  smaller  doses, 
kept  it  ff  om  forty,  to  forty-five,  for  some  time,  twenty  four,  to  thirty- 
six  hours.  The  aneurism  was  not  cured,  and  was  subsequently  ligatured, 
and  thus  removed ;  but  the  control  of  the  Gelseminum  over  the  cir- 
culation, was  unequivocally,  and  most  satisfactorily  established  beyond 
all  question. 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  Names,  Towfiy 
County  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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CORYDALIS  FORMOSA. 

{Turkey  Cam,) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


Natural  Order. — Fumariaceee. 

In  the  artificial,  or  sexual  system,  the  organs  of  fructification 
of  this  plant  entitle  it  to  rank  in  class  Diadelphia^  and  order 
Pentandria, 

Popular  Names. — Turkey  Com,  Wild  Turkey-pea,  Stagger- 
weed,  Choice  Dielytra,  etc. 

GrENERio  CHARACTER. — Sepals  2,  dcciduous;  corol  2-spurred 
vr  BiuTcate  at  the  base ;  capsule  pod-shaped,  many-seeded. 

Specific  Character. — (Flowers  in  April ;  blossoms  red;  root 
perennial.)  Scape  naked ;  raceme  somewhat  compound,  nodding, 
many-flowered;  nectaries  very  short,  incurved;  style  extended; 
root  tuberous,  height  of  the  plant  from  six  to  ten  inches. 

Habitat. — ^North  America. 

Part  Used. — The  root. 

Note. — This  plant  is  placed  by  some  of  our  best  Botanists,  in  genus  Dielytra, 
the  Generic  Character  of  Corydalis  does  not  essentially  differ  from  it.  The  author 
prefers  Dielytra  for  its  genus,  and  has  accordingly  given  the  character  of  that. 
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Medical  Properties. — Writers  award  to  this  plant  very  im- 
portant properties,  viz.,  tonic,  diuretic,  alterative,  anti-f^yphilitic, 
anti-scorbutic,  resolvent,  etc. 

History. — In  the  North  American  Botany,  by  Eaton,  and 
Wright,   also  in  Wood's,   this  plant  is  described  under  genus 

Dielytra;  in  Gray's  under  Diecentra. 

This  remedy  is  peculiar  to  Eclectic  practitioners,  and  was 
introduced  to  the  profession  by  Prof  Jones.  Its  alkaloid  principle 
is  named  Corydalin.  Four  pounds  of!  the  root  are  said  to  yield 
one  pound  of  Corydalin.  Corydalis  is  from  the  Greek  korudallis^ 
which  was  an  ancient  name  for  the  Fumatory,  from  which  genus 
this  has  been  separated.  Dr.  Parr  remarks,  that  Corydalis  is  from 
the  Gr.,  importing  a  helmet  or  hat,  a  natural  order  of  plants  ire- 
sembling  a  hat  or  helmet. 

Therapeutical  Employment. 

Syphilis. — Prof  Paine,  in  his  treatise,  denominated  New  School 
Medicines,  observes,  page  38 : — "  Corydalin  manifests  its  greatest 
power  as  an  anti-syphilitic  remedy.  There  is  no  fact  better  es- 
tablished than  that  corydalin,  judiciously  administered,  has  the 
power  to  remove  this  malady  from  the  system.  Within  the  last 
few  years  I  have  had  most  ample  opportunity  of  testing  the  virtue 
of  a  great  variety  of  remedies  in  the  cure  of  syphilis.  The  entire 
inefficiency  of  the  old  practice,  besides  the  destructive  tendency 
of  the  remedies  employed,  has  rendered  an  inquiry  into  the 
therapeutic  power  of  innocent  drugs  over  this  disease  of  signal 
importance.  It  was  with  these  considerations  that  I  determined  to 
make  a  most  thorough  test  of  the  curative  power  of  our  con- 
centrated New  School  remedies ;  and  after  repeated  and  extensive 
trial  of  corydalin  in  every  form  of  syphilitic  affection,  both  alone 
and  in  combination  with  other  agents,  I  have  demonstrated,  beyond 
the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  that  corydalin  removes  secondary 
syphilis  with  much  efficiency  and  certainty.  A  case  which  recently 
came  under  my  notice,  was  that  of  a  young  man  who  had  been 
treated  in  one  of  the  army  hospitals  for  secondary  syphilis  for  four 
or  five  months,  with  all  the  ordinary  ranedie^,  such  as  iodide  of 
mercury,  iodide  of  potassium,  mercurial  ointment,  etc.,  etc.,  all  to 
no  purpose. 
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When  he  came  under  my  charge  he  had  a  large  Hunterian 
chancre,  involving  almost  the  entire  corona  glandis^  and  his  body 
was  entirely  covered  with  syphilitic  lichens.  I  placed  him  upon 
one  grain  of  corydalin,  and  one-half  grain  of  the  sulphate  of 
quinine  every  two  hours,  ordered  a  hot  bath  every  morning,  and  a 
wash,  composed  of  ten  grains  of  muriate  of  hydrastin,  to  four 
ounces  of  water,  for  the  chancre.  After  continuing  this  treatment 
for  a  time,  during  which  the  patient  improved  rapidly,  I  omitted 
the  quinine,  but  continued  the  corjdalin,  and  in  eight  weeks  the 
cure  was  complete.  Other  cases  of  secondary  syphilis  I  have 
treated  with  the  corydalin  alone,  with  the  most  happy  results. 
Although  I  do  not  claim  for  corydalin  that  it  is  an  entire  antidote 
to  the  poison  of  syphilis,  still  I  have  had  sufficient  experience  in 
its  uses  to  know  that  it  acts  most  beneficially,  •  and  in  many  cases 
will  effect  an  entire  cure  alone.  The  corydalin  also  appears  to 
manifest  a  tonic  influence  over  the  eliminating  emunctories,  such 
as  the  skin,  kidneys,^  liver,  lungs,  bowels,  etc. ;  and  in  syphilis,  as 
in  all  other  diseases  dependent  upon  the  presence  of  a  materies  morhi 
in  the  blood,  the  eliminating  apparatus  is  defectiva  Hence  the 
corydalin  may  be  used  in  all  diseases  of  this  character. 

In  syphilis,  \  have  found  that  the  sulphate  of  quinine  contributes 
much  to  its  efficiency.  Much  caution  is  required  in  the  treatment 
of  syphilis,  to  prevent  exhausting  the  system,  and  not  unfrequently 
iron  and  other  tonics  are  required.  The  dose  of  corydalin  is  from 
one  to  ten  grains,  repeated  five  or  six  times  a  day.'*  Dr.  King 
says,  in  all  syphilitic  affections,  this  agent  is  one  of  the  best 
remedies  we  have.  As  a  tonic,  he  maintains  that  it  possesses 
properties  similar  to  the  gentian,  Colombo,  or  other  pure  bitters ;  its 
alterative  properties,  however,  he  remarks,  render  it  of  immense 
value.  To  use  his  own  words,  he  says :  **  In  syphilis  it  seems  to 
be  possessed  of  magical  powers."  Dr.  Coe  remarks : — "  Our  clinical 
experience  in  the  use  of  both  the  crude  root  and  its  concentrated 
preparation  enables  us  to  speak  positively  upon  this  point  The 
therapeutic  action  of  the  corydalin  is  at  once  both  remarkable  and 
highly  to  be  prized.  With  the  most  energetic  alterative  and  re- 
solvent properties,  it  combines  a  tonic  power  of  exceeding  value. 
Thus,  while  it  neutralises,  deterges,  and  promotes  depuration,  it 
gives  tone  to  the  various  organs  engaged  in  the  performance  of  these 
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functions.  Its  dynamic  influences  seem  to  be  comprised  in  a  power 
by  which  it  resolves  the  plasticity  of  the  blood,  regulates  and 
quickens  the  activity  of  the  eliminating  vessels,  particularly  of  the 
renal  and  cutaneous,  and  promotes  the  processes  of  digestion, 
assimilation,  and  nutrition. 

From  this  consideration  of  its  physiological  influences,  it  will  be 
at  once  seen  that  the  corydalin  admits  of  an  extended  and  desirable 
range  of  application."  In  relation  to  this  malady  he  remarks : — 
"  Corydalin  has  been  employed  with  marked  success  in  the  treat- 
ment of  syphilis,  in  connection  with  podophyllin.  Perhaps  no 
single  remedial  agent  possesses  more  positive  and  energetic  anti- 
syphilitic  and  anti-scorbutic  properties.  Its  use  should  be  per- 
-severed  in  for  a  length  of  time,  occasionally  alternated  with 
stillingin,  phytolacin,  irisin,  etc.  The  most  desperate  and  protract- 
ed cases  have  been  cured  by  this  treatment" 

Occasional  cases  will  be  presented,  in  which  some  of  the 
mercurials,  alternated  with  this  agent,  will  be  found  serviceable. 
It  may  be  alternated  with  such  other  remedial  agents  as  the 
necessities  of  the  case  may  appear  to  indicate. 

Scrofula. — Tonics,  stimulants,  and  alteratives,  constitute  the 
principle  remedial  agents  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady.  Cory- 
dalin, uniting  the  tonic  and  alterative  properties,  so  essential  to  the 
relief  of  this  class  of  patients,  has  been  highly  recommended  in 
their  treatment  Dr.  King  says  that  this  agent  will  be  found 
valuable  in  scrofula,  and  in  all  cases  where  tonics  are  indicated. 
It  will  be  found  beneficial  in  many  cases  to  alternate  corydalin 
with  bromine,  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady. 

Dr.  Glover  *  considers  it  superior  in  efficacy  to  iodine,  as  quoted 
by  Waring,  and  says  that  it  has  been  supposed  probable  that  the 
value  of  Cod-liver  oil  in  scrofula  depends  upon  the  combination 
of  these  two  substances,  bromine  and  iodine.  In  1837,  M.  Bon- 
net, t  as  quoted  by  W.,  pointed  the  value  of  this  remedy  (bromine) 
in  scrofula,  and  refers  to  the  former  researches  of  M.  Pourcha 

Dr.  W.  proceeds : — "  He  relates  a  case  of  scrofalous  enlargement 
of  the  glands  of  the  neck,  in  a  woman  who  had  been  thus  affected 

*  Med.  Surg.  Jour.,  No.  ciii. 

f  Bull  G^n.  de  Therap.,  July,  1837. 
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for  seven  years.     A  cure  was  completed  in  three  months  by  the 
internal  and  external  use  of  bromine. 

At  first,  gutt  vi,  in  f.  5  iij-  c>f  water,  were  given  daily,  in  three 
doses. 

Subsequently,  gutt  x  were  given;  in  ten  days  the  dose  wae 
increased  to  gutt.  xiv,  and  at  last,  to  gutt.  xxx,  daily.  Cataplasms, 
moistened  with  a  solution  of  bromine  were  applied  to  the  swellings. 
Xo  unpleasant  symptoms  occurred,  and  the  woman  perfectly  re- 
covered.    Other  similar  cases  are  recorded. 

A  very  good  strength  for  internal  use  is  one  part  of  bromine  in 
40  of  water,  of  this,  the  dose  to  commence  with  is  gut^.  vj.  three 
or  four  times  daily."  Various  other  remedial  agents  may  be 
associated  with  corydalin  in  the  treatment  of  scrofula  with  ad- 
vantage. 

Dr.  Coe  remarks,  page  335 :  *'  In  scrofula,  particularly  when 
accompanied  with  feeble  digestion  and  poverty  of  the  blood,  it 
(corydalin)  is  of  great  value.  As  this  disease  almost  invariably 
argues  an  atonic  condition  of  the  reparative  and  depurative 
functions,  the  peculiar  efficacy  of  the  corydalin  will  be  apparent. 
Ill  this  complaint  the  corydalin  should  be  given  in  doses  of  from 
one  to  three  grains  three  times  per  day,  alternating  with  such  other 
remedies  as  may  be  needed  to  correct  hepatic  aberation  or  other 
special  visceral  derangements.  The  practitioner  may  combine  it, 
when  he  deems  it  expedient,  with  other  alteratives,  diuretics,  or 
tonics,  as  senecin,  ampelopsin,  cerasin,  stillingin^  irisin,  etc.  We 
prefer,  however,  to  alternate'  it  with  such  other  remedies  as  the 
necessities  of  the  case  may  indicate." 

Cutaneous  Eruptions. — Dr.  Coe  observes  : — "  Our  experience  in 
the  use  of  this  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  cutaneous  eruptions  has 
been  highly  satisfactory.  We  have  succeeded  in  curing  many 
cases  of  obstinate  dermoid  affections,  when  other  remedies  proved 
inefficient,  by  the  use  of  corydalin.  On  account  of  the  smallness 
of  the  dose  and  the  absence  of  any  nauseous  taste  it  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  necessities  of  children.  It  may  be  readily  ad~ 
ministered  in  solution,  in  a  little  water.  When  not  contra-indicated 
a  little  sugar  may  be  added,  which  will  render  it  of  easy  administra- 
,tion  to  infants  ^nd  children.  In  strumous,  herpetic,  venereal^ 
scorbutic,  and  other  cachexies,  the  corydalin  is  worthy  the  entire 
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confidence  of  the  profession."  Dr.  King  recommends  the  em- 
ployment of  this  agent  in  the  treatment  of  these  aflfections.  In 
psoriasis,  the  internal  exhibition  of  cantharides,  alternated  with 
corydalin,  will  be  found  useful.  Cantharides  has  been  used  in  the 
treatment  of  this  malady  over  one  hundred  years.  Dr.  Mead  used 
it  with  success,  and  others  have  found  it  occasionally  beneficial. 
Oantharides,  observes  Dr.  Schedel,  as  quoted  by  Waring,  seems 
more  useful  when  psoriasis  appears  without  evident  cause,  when 
it  occurs  among  subjects,  of  a  soft  and  flabby  constitution,  when 
the  eruption  is  very  extensive,  and  when  a  course  of  purgation  has 
been  had  recourse  to  without  advantage.  The  dietetic  regimen 
should  be  severe.  He  advises  the  tincture  in  doses  of  gutt  iij.-v 
thrice  daily,  and  the  daily  dose  to  be  increased  gutt.  v  every  six 
or  eight  days.  It  should  be  immediately  discontinued  if  it  disagree. 
Given  thus,  Dr.  Schedel  states  that  he  has  seen  the  greatest  benefit 
from  its  use.  In  eczema  its  internal  use  with  equal  parts  of  tinct 
camph,  cum  op.  is  advised  by  Mr.  E.  Wilson.  Much  advantage 
may  be  expected  in  the  treatment  of  psoriasis,  or  eczema,  by 
associating  corydalin  and  cantharides  in  the  cure.  Many  cases 
will  respond  more  readily  to  the  two  agents  employed,  in  con- 
junction, than  to  either  used  alone.  » 

Dropsy. — Corydalin  is  spoken  of  as  valuable  in  dropsy  on 
account  of  its  resolvent  and  alterative  properties,  more  than  for  its 
direct  influence  in  increasing  the  amount  of  urine  secreted.  It  is 
recommended  in  general  debility,  gravel,  and  various  affections  of 
the  urinary  apparatus. 

In  atonie  gleet,  passive  leucorrhoea,  catarrhal  affections  of  the 
bladder,  incontinence  of  urine,  etc.,  this  agent  is  said  to  be 
peculiarly  serviceabla 

PREPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract      -        -        -    Dose,  10  to  40  Drops. 
Corydalin        -         -        -  "      ^  to  1  Grain. 

TINCTURE   OF  TURKEY  CORN. 

Fluid  Extract      ...        -      Three  Ounces. 
Diluted  Alcohol      -        .        -        .         One  Pint 

Dose — Half  to  two  drams. 
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COMPOUND  SYRUP  OF  TURKEY  CORN. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Turkey  Com  -       Two  Ounces 

"         "        "    Blue  Flag  •        -   One  Ounce. 

Syrup -   Eight  Ounces. 

Dose — Half  to  one  dram. 

Corydalin Eight  Ounces. 

Hydrastin Ten  Grains. 

Mix  well,   and  divide  into  twelve  powders.      An  excellent 
alterative  in  syphilis. 

Corydalin       -         -  -         -         -       Two  Grains. 
Xanthoxylin      -        -        .         -  Six  Grains. 

Make  into  three  powders.       Used  as  an  alterative  in  syphilitic 
and  scrofulous  affections. 


-•-•- 


EUGNYMUS  ATROPURPUREUS. 

(  WaJioo,) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,    M.   D. 


Natural  Order. — Oelasiracece, 

In  the  Linnean  artificial  classification  this  plant  will  be  found  in 
class  Pentandria,  and  in  order  Monogynia. 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  5-parted  or  5 -cleft,'  flat;  corol 
flat,  inserted  on  the  outer  margin  of  k  glandular  disk ;  capsule  5- 
angled,  5-celled,  5-valved,  colored ;  cells  2-lobed ;  seeds  calyptred 
or  arilled. 

Specific  Character. — (Flowers  in  June,  blossoms  dark-purple, 
woody);  leaves  petioled,  lance-oblong,  acuminate,  serrate;  ped- 
uncles divaricate,  many-flowered ;  flowers  4cleft ;  fruit  smooth,  red. 
Small  shrub  or  bush,  usually  rising  from  five  to  eight  feet  in 
Light. 

Habitat. — North  America 

Part  Used. — ^Bark  of  the  root 

Medical  Properties. — Tonic,  laxative,  alterative,  and  ex- 
pectorant. 


296  The  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 

History. — Euonymus  is  from  the  Greek,  eu  good,  and  nomosi 
name ;  probably  a  favorite  remedy,  deserving  a  good  name. 

Popular  Names. —  Wahoo,  Burning  Bush^  Spindle  Tree^  Indian 
Arrow  Wood^  etc.     Its  active  principle  is  denominated  Euonymin. 

Dr.  Lee  observes:  "The  medical  properties,  (of  this  plant)  as 
a  laxative,  tonic  and  alterative,  have  been  sufficiently  established 
by  its  use  in  domestic  practice,  as  to  entitle  it  to  a  place  among  the 
more  important  remedies  of  this  class.  We  have  known  it  used 
as  a  general  alterative  in  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  chronic 
diseases,  as  cutaneous  afiections,  secondary  syphilis,  torpidity  of  the 
liver,  with  debility  of  the  digestive  functions,  .and  with  very 
favorable  results." 

Prof.  Paine  says  that  the  sulphate  of  euonymus,  given  every  two 
or  three  hours,  for  twenty  four  hours,  will  bring  on  cholera  morbus ; 
if  continued  still  longer,  there  will  be  nausea,  and  lastly,  vomiting 
of  a  bilious  character.  He  has  taken  one-half  dram  and  felt  no 
nausea,  but  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  hours,  had  nausea,  vomit- 
ing, and  purging,  with  bilious  discharges  from  the  bowels. 

Therapeutical  Employment. 

Hepatic  Affections, — Dr.  Lee,  as  previously  alluded  to,  has 
known  this  agent  employed  with  very  favorable  results  in  torpidity 
of  the  liver.  In  over  doses,  he  says,  it  acts  as  a  drastic  cathartic, 
attended  with  some  griping  pain  and  prostration ;  the  discharges 
being  sero-mucous,  mixed  with  bile.  Dr.  King  alludes  to  the  use 
of  this  drug  in  the  treatment  of  torpid  liver. 

Prof.  Paine,  in  speaking  of  this  article,  says  that  it  acts  on  the 
liver,  and  will  hasten  the  formation  of  bile,  as  some  articles  of  food 
make  blood.  Euonymin,  he  is  positive,  will  assist  the  liver  to 
perform  its  functions. 

Dr.  Lee  observes: — "In  the  treatment  of  hepatic  torpor,  we 
have,  in  the  euonymin  a  remedy  deserving  of  much  confidence. 
It  may  be  combined  with  any  other  agent  or  agents  that  the 
judgment  of  the  practitioner  may  deem  indicated,  or  may  be 
alternated  with  such  auxiliaries  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  de- 
mands." Alterative  doses  of  mercury,  so  as  to  correct  a  vitiated 
state  of  the  biliary  secretion,  will  often  be  of  great  benefit,  in  this 
malady,  alternated  with  euonymin. 
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Dyspepsia. — Euonymin,  alternated  with  lactic  acid,  will  be 
found  useful  in  the  treatment  of  dyspepsia.  Lactic  acid  was 
first  introduced  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady  by  Magendie,  who 
considered  that  he  derived  great  advantage  from  its  use.  Its 
value  has  also  been  attested  by  Dr.  C.  Hanfield  Jones,  *  who  em- 
ployed it  chiefly  in  cases  of  irritative  dyspepsia,  when  the  digestion 
was  painful  and  imperfect,  and  had  been  so  for  some  tiipe.  Dr. 
0.  Connor,  f  who  reports  favorably  of  it  (lactic  acid)  in  dyspeptic 
cases,  regards  it  as  superior  to  pepsin,  an  opinion  opposed  by  Mr. 
Squire.  X 

Prof.  Paine  observes,  p.  46 : — "  To  a  lady,  a  patient  of  mine^ 
who  was  very  weak  and  feeble,  on  whom  I  tried  many  of  our 
most  valuable  remedies  without  success,  and  knowing  that  her 
digestion  was  impaired,  I  gave  small  doses  of  euonymin,  one-half 
grain  in  pill  every  night  She  took  these  for  a  week,  when  she 
had  free  evacuation  of  the  bowels.  It  does  not  stimulate  the 
vascular  system,  but  acts  as  a  stimulant  to  the  liver,  causing 
proper  action  of  the  bowels,  improving  digestion,  affecting  the 
tissues  generally,  and  bringing  on  a  healthy  condition  ol  the 
whole  system."  In  indigestion  arising  from  hepatic  torpor,  and 
accompanied  with  aciditity,  the  juglandin  is  said  to  be  an  excellent 
adjunctive,  of  which  two  parts  may  be  combined  with  one  of 
euonymin.  Dr.  Lee  has  known  this  agent  employed  in  dyspepsia 
with  very  satisfactory  resulta  It  will  often  be  found  useful  to 
associate  it  with  bismuth,  or  some  other  remedies,  in  the  treatment 
of  this  malady. 

Pneumonia, — Euonymin  is  said  to  be  an  excellent  remedy  in 
affections  of  the  respiratory  apparatus.  Dr.  Coe  observes,  in  his 
work  on  concentrated  organic  medicines,  p.  259 : — "  In  pneumonia^ 
as  soon  as  the  inflammatory  symptoms  are  subdued,  the  euonymin 
operates  admirably  as  an  expectorant,  promoting  at  the  same  time 
the  depurative  action  of  the  skin,  kidneys,  and  bowels,  thus  reliev- 
ing the  lungs  by  promoling  the  expulsion  of  effete  matter  through 
the  proper  channels,  and  imparting  tone  to  the  digestive  and 
assimilative  apparatus."    Dr.  Lee  remarks: — "There  can  be  no 

*  Assoc.  Med.  Journal,  July  14,  1854. 
t  Med.  Times,  Apr.  25,  1857. 
X  Med.  Times,  April  25,  1857. 
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doubt  that  it  is  a  useful  laxative  tonic,  promotiiig  the  bilious 
functions  and  intestinal  secretions,  and  the  capillary  circulation 
generally."  This  agent  may  bemused  in  conjunction  with  other 
remedies  usually  employed  in  this  malady. 

Dr.  Williams  *  strongly  recommends  a  decoction  of  senega  in 
this  affection.  He  considers  that,  besides  its  tonic  property,  it  acts 
specifically  upon  the  lungs  and  absorbent  system.  He  states  that 
he  has  seen  cases  which  had  resisted  other  remedies,  almost  im- 
mediately improved  by  this.  Euonymin  and  sen^a,  alternated 
every  four  hours,  will  be  found  valuable  remedies  in  the  treatment 
of  pneumonia. 

Intermittent  Fever. — Several  writers  speak  of  the  value  of 
«uonymin  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fever.  Dr.  Coe  says : — 
^*  Chronic  cases  of  intermittent  fever  have  been  cured  by  a  per- 
severing use  of  the  same  remedy,  (euonymin)  thus  seeming  to 
entitle  it;to  the  appellation  of  anti-periodia" 

Dr.  Lee  remarks  that  it  possesses  some  anti-periodic  power  as  a 
tonic,  and  will  prove  successful  in  intermittents  of  a  mild  grade. 
By  associating  it  with  quinine,  much  less  of  the  latter  remedy  will 
be  required  to  effect  a  cure,  in  the  treatmeqt  of  this  malady. 
Probably  dry-cupping  along  the  spine,  while  using  this  agent 
would  effect  a  cure  in  most  cases  of  intermittents.  In  this  disease, 
M.  Gondret,  f  as  quoted  by  Waring,  states  that  in  his  private 
practice,  during  a  period  of  twenty-seven  years,  he  has  never  once 
met  with  a  case  of  ague  which  has  not  yielded  to  dry-cupping 
along  the  spine.     He  gives  the  following  directions  for  its  use : 

Apply  eight  or  ten  middle-sized  cupping-glasses  on  each  side  of 
the  spinal  column,  on  the  neck  downwards,  and  let  them  remain  on 
for  thirty  or  forty  minutes.  The  time  for  applying  the  cups  is  the 
beginning  of  the  cold  stage,  or,  if  it  be  possible,  a  short  time 
before  its  accession.  This  not  only  prevents  the  attack,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  the  hot  fit  and  the  sweating.  In  most  cases,  one  ap- 
plication of  the  cups  is  sufficient  to  effect  a  cure ;  but  in  long- 
standing cases,  it  requires  to  be  repeated  three  or  four  times. 

Necrosis. — Prof.  Paine  remarks : — "It  will  repair  diseases  of  the 
bones, — in  necrosis  I  have  known  benefit  to  result,  and  in  some 

*  Ojc.  Pract.  MecL,  vol.  iii,  p.  446. 
\  Ranking,  Abstract,  vol.  ix.  p.  15. 
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oases  cares  have  been  made,   by  giving  nourishment  or  bone- 
making  material  in  connection  with  euonymin." 

Asthma, — Whenever  this  aflfection  arises  from  disordered  action 
of  the  liver,  euonymin  is  said  to  be  eflfectual  in  its  removal  The 
use  of  the  euonymin  should  be  preceded  by  a  thorough  dose 
of  podophyllin. 

Influenza, — This  drug  is  lauded  by  some  in  the  treatment  of  in- 
fluenza Small  doses  oft-repeated,  are  said  to  answer  better  in  this 
malady,  than  larger  ones  at  more  distant  intervals. 

PREPARATIONS. 

I 

Fluid  Extract      -         -        -      Dose,  1  to  2  Drams. 

TINCTURE    OF    WAHOO. 

Fluid  Extract Four  Ounces. 

Diluted  Alcohol      •        -        -       Twelve  Ounces.  ^ 
Dose— Half  to  one  ounce. 

SYRUP   OF  WAHOO. 

Fluid  Extract        .        .         .        .       Two  Ounces. 

Syrup One  Pint 

Dose — One  to  two  ounces. 

Euonymin     -        -        -        .    Dose,  1  to  2  Grains. 


"•-♦- 


ON    SOME    OF  THE   THERAPEUTICAL.    PROPER- 
TIES OP^THE  VACCINIUM  CRASSIFOLIUM. 


^See  Chapman's  Flora  of  the  Southern  States,  pagpe  259)  and  the  woody  plants  of 

North  Carolma,  by  the  Rev.  M.  A.  Curtis,  Rector  of  Christ's  Church, 

Hillsboro,  North  Carolina,  page  87). 


{Runnhiq  Huckleberry,  Sugar-berry,  <tc,) 

In  introducing  this  hitherto  untried,  and  unknown  diuretic  to 
the  profession,  I  am  in  doubt  if  it  has  been  described,  or  used 
before;  if  so,  I  am  ignorant  of  the  fact,  and  have  sought  in  vain, 
among  all  the  works  in  the  Materia  Medica  and  IHspensatoriea  at 
my  command,  for  any  Botanical  description  of  this  vine,  or  any 
therapeutical  application  of  its  properties.  It  is  a  creaper,  grow- 
ing in  low  upland  Savannah's,  in  moist  damp  places,  and  on  the 
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margin  of  ditches;  but  not  in  the  water,  or  on  dry  sandy  lands. 
In  many  places  it  covers  the  ground  like  a  carpet,  and  is  generally 
from  one  to  two  feet  in  length,  though  I  have  frequently  found  it 
six  feet  long,  resembling  very  much  the  running  box  of  the 
gardens.  It  bears  on  the  extreme  end  of  the  vine,  three  to  four 
berries,  which  are  at  first  green  then  red,  and  finally  when  ripe  of 
a  black  color  resembling  the  Huckleberry — of  a  sweetish  taste. 
The  leaves  are  small,  orate,  and  coming  out  alternately''  from 
opposite  sides  of  the  stalk ;  very  much  resembling  Uva  Ursi  of  the 
shops,  in  size,  shape  and  taste,  and  when  chewed,  of  a  very  decided 
pleasant  astringent  flavor.  When  boiled  in  an  iron  pot,  the 
solution  becomes  of  a  dark  inky,  color,  showing  the  action  of  the 
Gallic  Acid  on  the  iron.  And  hence,  I  always  direct  the  infusion 
to  be  made  in  a  Tin,  Bell  metal,  or  Porcelain  vessel.  During  the 
fall,,  of  the  year  1858,  Dr.  Adam  Wright  was  attending  the  Alms- 
house of  New  Hanover  County,  N.  Carolina..  Among  the  patients 
— most  of  whom  were  broken  down  by  intemperance,  innutrition, 
the  result  of  poverty,  vice,  and  old  age, — were  many  very  obstinate 
cases  of  dropsy.  These  cases  were  treated  by  Dr.  Wright  in  the 
usual  manner  with  varying  success,  but  some  baffled  all  his  efforts. 
Mr.  Moore,  the  then  superintendent  of  the  Alms-house,  a  good 
meaning  but  ignorant  man,  proposed  to  Dr.  Wright  to  cure  these 
cases  himself,  with  a  vegetable  remedy,  the  secret  of  which  was 
known  only  to  himself.  The  Dr.  consenting,  he  administered  a 
decoction  in  large  doses, — not  permitting  the  patient  to  drink  water, 
or  any  other  fluid.  The  result  was  striking,  and  very  remarkable. 
Profuse  diuresis,  and  in  some  cases  diaphoresis  ensued,  the  first 
and  second  day ;  the  swelling  in  the  abdomen,  and  tumefaction 
of  the  limbs  went  away,  and  many  patients  radically  cured,  in 
other  cases  greatly  relieved.  •The  infusion  or  decoction,  can  be 
taken  either  warm  or  cold,  and  is  of  a  light  wine  color ;  of  a  slight- 
ly insipid  taste ;  not  unpleasant  when  mixed  with  ice. 

Mr  Moore  (like  most  ignorant  men),  constantly  refused  to  im- 
part the  secret  of  this  plant,  as  long  as  he  retained  the  place  of 
Superintendent  of  the  Alms  house.  A  political  change  taking 
place,  he  lost  his  situation,  and  removed  to  another  county. 
Before  leaving,  he  showed  Dr.  Wright  the  vine,  and  gave  him  a 
specimen,   which  the  Doctor  unfortunately  lost.      Dr.   Wright 
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described  the  plant  to  me,  and  for  a  long  time  I  sought  for  it 
without  success.  At  last  I  accidently  found  it,  and  showing  it  to 
the  Doctor,  it  was  recognized  by  him  immediately.  The  specimen 
was  then  exhibited  to  the  late  Dr.  James  F.  M'Eee,  who  was  the 
most  eminent  Botanist  at  that  time,  in  Wilmington.  He  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  Vaccinium  Crassifolium,  aut  Eepens.  Such  is  the 
history  of  the  plant,  a  specimen  of  which  I  here  send  you.  I 
comnienced  experimenting  with  it  in  regard  to  its  diuretic  properties, 
and  found  them  of  the  highest  order. 

Case  1.  William  Quince,  aged  25,  came  to  me  with  general 
anasarca  and  ascites ;  feet  and  ankles  swelled  enormously ;  great 
distention  of  the  abdomen ;  urine  scanty  and  high  colored ;  dropsy 
simple,  and  uncomplicated,  produced  by  working  in  water,  cutting 
ditches.  Placed  him  upon  a  strong  decoction  of  the  Vaccinium, 
and  nothing  else,  in  order  to  test  its  powers  as  a  diuretic.  In  a 
week  the  swelling  and  tumefaction  had  all  disappeared.  Urine 
became  copious,  and  clear;  no  return  of  the  dropsy.  This  was  a 
simple  uncomplicated  case,  dependent  upon  check  of  perspiration, 
and  upon  no  organic  disease.  It  is  introduced  to  show  its  diuretic 
properties  in  simple  dropsy. 

Case  2.  William  Sa\rage,  age  60,  occasionally  troubled  with 
asthma,  and  some  suspicion  ot  valvular  disease  of  the  heart  Sent 
for  me,  much  swelling  of  the  feet  and  ankles,  and  enlargement  of 
the  abdomen  with  distinct  fluctuations,  urine  scanty,  and  high 
colored.  Placed  him  upon  a  strong  infusion  of  the  Vaccinium  and 
nothing  elsa  Copious  diuresis  ensued,  urine  became  clear ;  breath- 
ing easy,  and  natural ;  the  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  subsided ; 
and  the  tumefaction  of  the  feet  and  ankles  passed  off  rapidly.  Up 
to  this  time  he  has  had  no  return  of  the  disease,  now  more  than 
two  years,  and  is  in  fair  average  health.  ^ 

Case  3.  Joseph  Willeford,  Farmer,  age,  70.  A  man  of  very 
intemperate  habits,  enormous  swelling  of  the  abdomen  and  legs  up 
to  the  trunk;  great  difficulty  of  breathing;  urine  scanty,  and 
albuminous.  Placed  him  upon  a  free  use  of  the  decoction  of  the 
Vaccinium,  with  the  effect  of  promoting  copious  diuresis,  under 
which  the  water  was  rapidly  removed  'from  the  abdomen,  ankles, 
feet  and' legs.  As  this  was  a  case  of  dropsy,  dependent  upon 
disease  of  the  heart,  and  liver,   and  a  constitution  thoroughly 
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broken  down  by  excessive  intemperance ;  no  permanent  relief  was 
aflforded.  The  fluid  soon  returned ;  was  again  evacuated  by  the 
Yaccinium ;  again  returned ;  Vaccinium  this  time,  failed  to  give 
relief.  Tapping  was  resorted  to,  and  an  enormous  quantity  of  fluid 
removed,  but  the  patient  finally  succumbed,  and  death  came  to  his 
relief  This  case  is  here  cited,  not  to  prove  the  agent  will  cure 
complicated  dropsy,  but  tliat  it  will,  in  many  cases  aflford  striking 
relief;  even  in  dropsy  dependent  and  caused  by  extensive  organic 
disease. 

Case  4.  Mary  Adams,  aged  45,  married,  healthy,  has  5  children. 
Consulted  me  for  Jaundice,  extendiDg  over  the  entire  body ;  urine 
scanty,  and  loaded  with  bile,  Placed  her  upon  the  Vaccinium  in 
large  doses,  using  no  other  fluid  but  the  decoction.  In  a  week  the 
urine  became  clear  and  copious.  The  yellow  hue  disappeared  from 
her  skin ;  and  patient  made  a  rapid  and  perfect  recovery.  Thiff 
was  a  case  of  dropsy,  depending  upon  torpor  of  the  kidneys,  and 
bowels,  in  a  very  healthy  person,  and  is  introduced  simply  to  show 
the  strong  diuretic  property  of  this  agent 

I  might  cite  numerous  other  cases,  but  think  these  are  sufficient 
to  draw  attention  to  this  plant,  and  to  extend  its  use  more  largely 
among  the  profession.  It  possesses  marked  astringent,  tonic,  and 
diuretic  properties,  and  is  useful  in  chronic  diarrhea,  and  dysentey. 
Its  principle  use  however,  is  in  affections  of  the  kidneys  and 
urinary  passages;  incontinence  of  urine,  and  gonorrhea;  and 
combined  with  Gelseminum,  is  the  best  agent  I  have  employed. 
As  a  diuretic,  I  consider  it  superior  to  Buchu,  or  Uva  Ursi.  It 
grows  abundantly  in  the  Southern  States,  and  is  a  perennial  plant, 
green,  even  in  mid- winter. 

E.  A.  ANDEESON,  M.  D. 

Wilmington^   No.  Carolina. 


HYDRATE  OF  CHLORAL  IN  THE  TREATMENT 
OF  A  SEVERE  CASE  OF  CHOREA. 


BY   J.    8.    WHITMIrE,   M.  D.,    METAMORA,    ILL. 


Having  been  reading  up  the  therapeutic  action  of  the  Hydrate  of 
Chloral  as  it  has  been  published  from  time  to  time  in  our  periodical 
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medical  literature,  and  having  become  satisfied  of  its  powerful  remedial 
agency  in  the  treatment  of  our  common  neurotic  diseases,  I  had  de- 
termined, on  the  first  occurring  opportunity,  to  test  its  virtues. 
About  the  time  that  I  had  come  to  this  determination,  I  was  called  m 
consultation  with  my  brother  and  partner,  Dr.  Z.  H.  Whitmire,.  to  see 
Miss  A.  H.,  aged  14  years.  She  had  been  afflicted  with  Chorea  for  four 
or  five  weeks,  and  had  been  under  the  usual  treatment  for  the  same 
length  of  time.  The  disease  was  first  manifested  in  the  twitching  of  the 
muscles  of  the  face,  which  gradually  extended  to  the  left  arm,  at  which 
time  the  parents  naturally  became  alarmed  and  sought  advice  of  my 
brother.  He  directed  that  her  bowels  be  thoroughly  evacuated,  and 
then  put  her  on  Ferri.  Mur.  Tine,  Pot.  Chlor.  and  Ammon.  Mur.  Spts. 
Nit.  and  water,  three  or  four  times  per  day.  She  was  also  given  Pulv» 
Assafoetida  and  Quinine,  in  powders,  four  times  per  day.  A  hip  bath 
was  recommended  at  bedtime,  and  to  have  her  surface  well  sponged 
every  evening.  Her  bowels  were  kept  in  a  soluble  condition  by  mild 
laxatives,  of  which  Aloes  was  an  ingredient ;  this,  with  the  hiip  bath,, 
he  supposed  would  bring  on  the  catamenia,  in  case  this  had  anything  U> 
do  with  the  exiting  cause  of  her  troubles,  and,  in  any  event,  it  could 
work  no  injury  to  his  patient,  even  if  it  was  not  the  cause  of  her  malady. 
At  the  end  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  this  treatment  proving  of  no  avail, 
and  his  patient  steadily  growing  worse,  in  addition  to  the  above,  he 
dry- cupped  her  spine  every  day  from  the  nape  of  the  neck  to  the  lower 
dorsal  vertebra,  and  as  her  nights  were  very  restless,  with  disturbed 
Bleep,  he  added  a  Dover's  powder  at  bed-time  to  induce  sleep.  Ten  or 
fifteen  days  more  having  elapsed  without  any  amelioration  of  her 
symptoms,  he  directed  her  spine  to  be  blistered,  her  feet  bathed  every 
night,  a  cup  of  Valerian  tea  to  be  given  three  or  four  times  per  dayr 
with  the  continuance  of  the  Chalybeate  Mixture,  and  her  condition  per- 
sistently growing  worse.  Abput  this  time  I  was  called  with  him  to  see 
her.  1  found  her  the  most  pitiable  object  that  I  ever  beheld.  By  this 
time  she  could  neither  sit  lie  nor  stand,  but  was  continually  m  motion,, 
every  muscle  in  her  body  partaking  of  irregialar  motion ;  her  face 
drawn  into  the  most  ludicrous  grimaces ;  her  head  limbs  and  body  m 
constant  motion ;  and  unab>e  to  articulate  a  single  syllable.  She  had 
to  be  fed  by  her  friends,  and  very  often  swallowed  both  her  food  and 
medicine  with  great  difficulty.  She  had  slept  but  very  little  for  more 
than  ten  days,  and  even  when  she  would  get  into  a  disturbed  rest,  she 
would  awaken  in  the  most  terrible  alarm,  and  scream  and  cry  to  the 
extent  of  her  ability,  and  listen  to  no  attempt  that  was  made  to  quiet 
her,  till  she  would  be  completely  exhausted,  so  that  she  was  in  imminent 
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danger,  at  any  moment,  of  going  into  general  convulsions.  She  had 
become  anaemic  and  very  much  emaciated,  so  that  the  vital  forces  were 
nearly  exhausted,  and  was  now  entirely  incapable  of  locomotion.  And, 
while  1  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  but  few  die  of  this,  without  some  in- 
tercurrent disease,  1  am  convinced  that  the  vital  spark  in  this  case 
must  soon  have  become  extinguished  had  not  an  abatement  of  the 
disease  speedily  taken  place.  [  prescribed  Griffith's  Antilithic  Mixture, 
prepared  with  Aqua  Camphorae,  instead  of  Aqua  Ros«e,  as  directed  by. 
the  pharmacopoeia,  and  added  an  ounce  of  Sugar  and  a  half  ounce  of 
Tinct.  Guiac.  to  an  eight  ounce  mixture,  of  which  she  took  one  tea- 
spoonful,  in  water,  three  times  per  day.  I  continued  the  Pulv 
Assafoetida  and  Quinine  four  times  per  day,  and,  at  night,  to  procure 
sleep,  of  which  she  had  been  so  long  deprived,  1  administered  from  ten 
to  twelve  grains  of  Hyd.  Chloral,  dissolved  in  two  ounces  of  water. 
When  it  was  necessary,  her  bowels  were  opened  with  a  mild  laxative 
pill,  and  her  diet  consisted  of  beef  tea,  all  she  could  be  induced  to 
swallow,  and  sofl  boiled  eggs,  till  convalescence  was  beginning  to  be 
established,  aAer  which  she  was  allowed  solid  food.  For  fear  of 
accident,  after  having  given  her  the  first  dose  of  Chloral,  I  remained 
at  her  bed-side  till  she  went  to  sleep,  which  was  probably  not  to  exceed 
half  an  hour,  and  I  then  remained  an  hour  longer  to  observe  the  effect 
after  she  should  be  completely  under  its  influence.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  I  was  satisfied  that  she  would  rest  the  balance  of  the  night,  so  that 
I  lefl  her  without  the  least  apprehension  of  danger  from  the  medicine. 
In  the  morning  ]  found  that  she  had  slept  seven  hours  as  tranquilly  as 
a  babe,  having  awakened  once  or  twice  during  the  time,  but  dropped 
into  quiet  slumber  in  a  moment  after.  She  was  now  quieter  than  she 
had  been  for  some  time,  and  on  every  returning  evening  I  repeated  the 
same  dose  of  Chloral  till  she  was  clearly  convalescent,  which  was  seven 
or  eight  days,  after  which  the  dose  was  gradually  lessened  for  a  week 
more  and  then  abandoned  altogether.  The  Chalybeate  Mixture, 
Assafoetida  and  Quinine,  was  continued  till  her  health  and  strength 
were  perfectly  restored,  which  was  probably  four  or  five  weeks  from 
the  time  that  the  Hyd.  of  Chloral  was  first  used. 

In  this  case,  the  Chalybeates,  bitter  tonics,  and  anti-spasmodics  were 
clearly  indicated,  and,  as  far  as  they  went,  were  just  what  the  child 
needed,  but  they  were  not  sufficient  within  them  selves  to  fill  all  the  in- 
dications of  treatment  in  this  particular  case — ^for  none  of  them  would 
or  did,  prod«ce  rest,  sleep  and  tranquillity — just  the  three  things  most 
necessary  to  produce  a  change  in  her  condition.  The  only  thing 
necessary,  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  remedies,  to  put  my  patient  upon 
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praying  grounds,  in  this  erratic  disease,  along  with  the  other  treatment, 
was  something  that  would  induce  sleep,  without,  in  the,  least,  disturbing 
any  ^(  the  natural  functions  of  life.  This  was  found  in  the  Hyd.  of 
Chloral,  and  without  it,  or  its  equivalent,  she  must  have  succumbed  to 
the  exhaustion  produced  by  the  incessant  involuntary  motion  to  which 
she  was  subjected.  But  the  rest  and  sleep  produced  by  this  agent, 
permitted  the  vital  forces  to  resume  their  wonted  power,  and  jaded 
nature  to  again  build  up  the  wasted  tissues  and  resume  their  rounded 
jform. — Chicago  Medical  Journal^  August,  1870. 


-•-*'• 


^ASEi  OF  TRAUMATIC  TETANUS  TREATED  WITH 
HYDRATE  OF  CHLORAL.-RECOVERY. 


BY    W.    L.    NICHOL,    M.   D, 


C.  S ,  a  sprightly  mulatto  boy,  fourteen  years  of  age,  general 

health  excellent,  cut  his  foot  by  treading  upon  a  chicken  bone,  producing 
$  lacerated  wound,  which,  however  healed  up  kindly,  giving  him  but 
little  trouble — not  in  fact,  confining  him  at  all. 

Several  days  afler  the  closure  of  the  wound,  there  being  still  some 
soreness  in  the  part,  he  put  on  his  boots,  and  walked  three  miles. 
Upon  returning  to  his  home  in  the  evening,  he  complained  of  great  pain 
in  the  foot,  and  stiffness  in  the  back  of  the  neck  and  lower  jaw.  His 
family  physician,  Dr.  R.  G.  K.  Martin,  was  sent  for,  who  gave  him  a 
purgative  (his  bowels  being  costive),  and  directed  warm  applications  to 
the  foot. 

On  the  following  day  there  was  great  rigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the 
back,  with  curvature  backwards  of  the  body — opisthotonos.  Had 
occasional  paroxysms  of  extreme  severity;  the  spasms  recurring  at 
variable  intervals  during  the  day  and  following  night — being  induced  by 
causes  of  the  most  trivial  nature,  such  as  a  drafl  of  cold  air,  or  unusual 
noises  of  any  kind.  His  jaws  could  be  separated  about  one-fourth  of  an 
inch  during  the  interval  between  the  paroxysms ;  the  rigidity  of  the 
muscles  of  the  back  was  continuous. 

This  state  of  things  lasted  for  four  days,  the  paroxysms  seeming  to 
increase  both  in  frequency  and  severity,  notwithstanding  the  free  use  of 
opium  and  bromide  of  potash,  together  with  the  warm  bath.  These 
remedies  did  not  appear  to  exercise  any  control  whatsoever  over  the 

20 
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disease,  although  McMunn'a  elixir  (the  preparation  of  opium  used)  was 
given  in  doses  of  forty  drops  everj  hour,  and  the  bromide  in  thirty* 
grain  doses  at  the  same  interval 

At  this  time  I  was  requested  by  Dr.  Martin  to  see  the  case  with  him. 
Upon  consultation,  we  seeing  that  the  opium  and  bromide  combined  had 
not  thus  far  exerted  any  controlling  influence,  determined  to  abandon 
them,  and  seek  relief  elsewhere,  but 'with  little  hope  of  finding  it. 
ThinkiDg  it  possible  that  some  foreign  body  might  have  been  retained, 
we  laid  open  the  wound  freely,  but  found  nothing.  We  then  directed 
warm  applications  to  be  made  to  the  foot,  and  ordered  him  to  take 
fiA;een  grains  of  the  hydrate  of  chloral  in  one  half  ounce  of  the  syrup 
of  tolu  every  two  hours,  until  sleep  was  produced ;  and  afterwards,  the 
administration  ^  be  so  arranged  as  to  keep  him  under  tbamfluenee 
of  the  remedy. 

Upon  visiting  him  the  next  morning,  we  found  that  the  paroxysms 
had  diminished,  both  in  frequency  and  sisverity,  and  besides,  were  not  so 
easily  induced.  The  rigidity  of  the  back  and  jaw  was  not  so  great. 
He  slept  two  or  three  hours  afler  the  first  dose,  but  it  was  found  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  keep  him  under  the  influence  of  the  medicine,  to  repeat  it 
at  intervals,  varying  from  two  to  four  hours.  In  this  manner  he  took, 
during  the  twenty-four  hours,  one  and  a  half  drams.  Ordered  the 
continuance  of  the  remedy,  with  the  same  general  directions  as  to  its 
repetition,  together  with  beef  tea  and  milk  as'  diet. 

Upon  visiting  him  the  next  day,  we  found  that  the  rigidity  of  the 
muscles  was  not  so  great ;  he  could  move  his  head  slightly  forward ; 
he  had  had  only  four  paroxysms  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours,  and 
these  comparatively  slight.  The  medicine  was  continued,  with  the  same 
general  directions  as  regards  its  administration,  for  the  next  three  days, 
with  constant  improvement. 

On  the  fiflh  day  afber  the  commencement  of  the  remedy,  the  patient 
not  having  had  a  paroxysm  during  the  previous  twenty  four  hours,  and 
there  being  but  little  stiffness  of  the  muscles,  it  was  discontinued. 

Was  sent  for  the  next  morning,  to  see  him,  and  found  that  he  had 
had  three  paroxysms  during  the  night,  with  increased  rigidity  of  the 
muscles  of  the  back.  Ordered  the  chloral  again,  with  the  same  in- 
structions as  before,  and  followed  by  the  same  results — a  gradual 
diminution  of  all  the  symptoms.  In  fact,  he  did  not  have  another 
paroxysm. 

The  remedy  was  continued  for  the  ensuing  eight  days,  the  quantity 
taken  during  the  twenty-fourXhours  varying  from  thirty  grains  to  one 
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and  a  half  drams,  in  doses  of  fifteen  grains.  The  remedy  was  then 
withdrawn,  and  the  patient  rapidly  convalesced,  being  subject,  however, 
for  two  or  three  weeks,  to  occasiona)  spasmodic  twitches,  upon  becoming 
excited  from  any  cause. 

He   is   now  perfectly  well. — Naahville  Journal  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery y  August,  1870. 


ATROPIA  vs.  MORPHIA. 


BY   THSO.    W.    STULL,   M.    D.    MARSNGO,    ILL. 


As  the  antidotal  powers  of  Atropia  against  Opium  or  any 
preparations  therefrom,  is  pretty  well  established,  as  a  fact  in 
therapeutics,  I  have  thought  that  perhaps  the  report  of  an  unsuccessful 
case  of  my  own  might  suggest  to  others,  as  it  has  to  me,  that  the  failure 
should  more  properly  be  attributed  to  myself  than  to  a  lack  of  virtue 
in  the  medicine. 

April  2l8t,  1870,  was  called  to  see  Mr.  A.  V.  L.,  by  the  druggist, 
who,  a  short  time  before,  had  sold  the  man  10  grains  of  Morphine 
(Sulphate),  and,  by  the  way,  not  without  the  requisite  amount  ot 
caution.  1  arrived  at  4  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and  found  the  man  lying  on  the 
bed,  surrounded  with  friends  anxious  and  importunate  that  something 
should  be  done  at  once.  The  patient  seemed  calm,  and  complained  that 
we  were  raising  a  terrible  "  rumpus,"  and  did  not  want  to  be  disturbed. 
He  said  he  had  taken  the  ten  grains  at  once,  somewhere  from  half  an 
hour  to  an  hour  before.  He  had  eaten  ravenously  several  times  during 
the  day,  and  only  a  short  time  before  taking  the  dose  had  eaten  an  in- 
credibly large  dinner  at  a  dining  hall.  The  breath  unmistakably  showed 
that  he  had  been  drinking  freely.  1  at  once  gave  twenty  grains  Sulphate 
of  Zinc  in  one-third  glass  of  water,  which  he  refused  to  take  at  first, 
but  made  no  resistance  when  it  was  urged  upon  him.  In  ten  minutes 
it  was  repeated,  and  twenty  grains  of  Ipecac,  added,  he  then  remarking 
that  he  was  just  now  getting  into  a  condition  to  take  a  nap.  Tickling 
the  fauces  was  of  no  avail,  and  a  third  dose  of  Zinc  as  well — the  stupor 
coming  rapidly  on,  and  he  was  soon  entirely  insensible.  We  had  no 
stomach  pump,  and  I  now  resorted  to  the  Atropia  by  hypodermic  in- 
jection. The  pupil  was  contracted  to  a  pin-head  in  size,  respiration 
seven  per  minute,  pulse  120  and  skin  blue.  Absorption  was  extremely 
slow,  and  it  was  some  little  time  before  the  dose  of  ^  grain  Atropia 
Sulph.,  was  absorbed.      It  was  repeated  until  in  half  an   hour  one- 
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twelfth  grain  had  been  given.  The  result  was  that  the  pupil  became 
dilated  to  its  fullest  extent,  the  respiration  rose  to  twelve  per  minute, 
and  in  this  condition  he  remained  till  death  closed  the  scene,  a  few 
minutes  before  ten  o'clock,  in  the  evening.  Dr.  Hagar  came  to  my 
assistance  about  six  o'clock,  and  we  improvised  a  stomach  pump  from 
a  large  gum  elastic  catheter  and  a  syringe,  but  it  was  of  little  effect, 
except  that  we  were  able  to  fill  the  stomach  full  of  strong  hot  coffee. 

And,  now,  though  the  physiological  effect  of  the  Atropia  upon  the 
pupil  was  maintained  throughout,  ought  not  the  dose  to  have  been  in- 
creased? I  think  it  should,  and  on  a  similar  occasion  would  not  stop 
short  of  three-quarters  of  a  grain  of  the  Atropia,  deeming  that  amount 
nearer  an  equivalent  to  the  large  amount  of  Morphine  taken  in  this  case. 
I  would  not  be  governed  wholly  by  the  physiological  effect  produced, 
unless  it  seemed  entirely  adequate,  soon,  but  rather  by  the  amount  of 
the  opiate  taken.  There  was  a  marked  amelioration  of  the  symptoms 
upon  the  pupil  becoming  dilated. — Chicago  MedicalJournal,  August, 
1870. 


-*-♦- 


ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  PARALYSIS. 


A.  D.  Rockwell,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  in  a  paper  read  recently 
before  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  "  On  the  Treatment  of 
Paralysis  bj  Electrization,"  sums  up  the  leading  ideas  advanced,  as 
follows:  1st,  Paralysis  is  not  a  disease,  per  se,  but  is  merely  a 
symptom  of  some  disturbance  of  the  central  or  peripheric  nervous 
system.  The  treatment  of  paralysis  should  have  reference  not  alone  to 
the  affected  parts,  but  also  to  the  general  condition  of  which  it  is  the 
result,  or  with  which  it  is  associated.  2d.  Paralysis — throwing  aside 
the  toxic,  traumatic,  and  local  varieties — is  pre-eminently  a  symptom 
of  exhaustion  or  weakness  of  the  nervous  system.  It  occurs  most 
frequently  among  the  cultivated  and  the  intellectual.  It  is  a  malady 
of  the  two  extremes  of  life — infiincy  and  old  age.  3d.  The  two  cardinal 
principles  of  treatment  of  paralysis  are,  in  the  first  place,  to  administer 
remedies  directed  to  the  removal  of  the  cause,  that  is,  the  condition  of 
the  system,  or  the  local  injury  of  which  the  paralysis  is  a  symptom ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  to  restore  the  tone  and  nutrition  of  the  aflfected 
parts.  The  first  condition  is  met  by  the  administration  of  strychnia 
(internally  or  hypodermically)  when  the  central  nervous  system  is 
anaemic ;  in  the  use  of  iodide  of  potassium,  ergot,  belladonna,  and 
bromide  of  potass,  when  the  spine  or  brain  is  congested  X)r  inflamed ; 
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and  by  the  use  of  general  tonics,  such  as  bark,  iron,  phosphorus,  arsenic, 
and  oxide  of  zinc.  The  second  condition  is  met  by  rubbing,  shampooing, 
etc.  Electrization  general  or  localized,  with  the  varying  use  of  the 
galvanic  or  faradic  currents,  fulfills  these  indications  better  than  any 
other  method  of  treatment.  It  benefits  paralysis  by  virtue  of  its  tonic 
effects  on  the  nervous  and  muscular  system,  4th.  In  the  treatment 
of  paralysis  by  electrization,  the  distinction  between  the  effects  of  the 
galvanic  and  faradac  currents  is  of  radical  and  indispensibU  importance. 
An  intense,  penetrating  galvanic  current,  from  50  or  100  cells  of 
Chester's  air-tight  battery  will  over- come  far  greater  resistance  than  the 
faradic ;  will  produce  muscular  contractions  in  paralyzed  limbs  when  the 
faradic  is  powerless,  and  will  also  more  directly  and  positively  effect 
the  great  sympathetic.  5th.  Fresh  recent  attacks  of  a  local  character 
are  sometimes  very  quickly  relieved  and  cured  by  the  faradic  current 
alone ;  but  long-standing  and  severe  cases,  that  constitute  the  majority, 
demand  the  varying  and  persevering  use  of  both  the  galvanic  and  faradic 
currents  for  weeks  and  months.  6th.  The  prognosis  is  far  more  favorable 
than  is  commonly  supposed.  During  the  past  two  years  he  has  treated 
by  electrization,  general  and  local,  and  by  the  varj'ing  use  of  the  faradic 
and  galvanic  currents,  seventy  cases  of  paralysis,  resulting  from  a 
variety  of  causes,  and  manifesting  itself  in  different  parts  of  the  body. 
Of  these  70  cases,  16  were  supposed  to  result  from  cerebral  effusion 
causing  hemiplegia;  of  this  number .11  suffered  from  paralysis  of  the 
right,  and  6  of  the  left  side ;  3  of  the  cases  were  approximately  and  2 
completely  cured;  3  were  very  markedly  benefitted;  3  discontinued 
treatment  after  a  few  visits ;  in  three  cases  only  slight  amelioration  was 
evident,  while  2  failed  to  receive  any  benefit  whatever. 

Four  cases  of  complete  facial  paralysis,  2  of  which  involved  the 
right  side,  1  of  the  left,  and  1  both  sides  of  the  face. 

With  the  exception  of  the  case  involving  the  7th  pair  on  either  side 
following  syphilis,  they  were  all  quickly  and  completely  cured. 
AncBSthesia  occurred  twenty  times.  In  nine  cases  the  cure  was  complete ; 
nine  were  approximately  cured,  while  two  discontinued  treatment 
before  any  result  could  be  seen.  Four  cases  of  complete  paraplegia, 
three  of  which  received  no  benefit  whatever,  while  1  was  approximately 
cured  afler  a  protracted  course  of  treatment.  One  of  the  patients  died 
while  under  treatment. 

Eight  cases  of  infantile  paralysis,  probably  of  a  reflex  character. 
Four  of  these  patients  were  completely  and  rapidly  cured,  and  two 
were  approximately  cured,  while  two  received  no  benefit  whatever. 
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Twelve  cased  of  paralysis  were  treated^  each  of  which  involved  but 
one  limb  of  the  b«dy.  One  of  these  was  approximately  and  five 
completely  cured ;  four  derived  marked  benefit,  while  two  discontinued 
treatment  before  any  result  was  noticed. 

Four  cases  of  palsy  agitans,  but  in  one  case  only  did  Dr.  K.  succeed 
in  obtaining  even  a  slight  amelioration  of  the  symptoms.  Writer's 
cramp  occurred  twice.  One  patient  recovered  considerable  power  in  the 
affected  hand,  while  the  other  experienced  no  relief  worthy  of  mention. 
— Medical  Record. — Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  July,  1870. 
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Therapentics  and  Materia  Medica. 

Carbolic  Acid  as  ak  Antissptic  and  Prophylaotio. — It  is  now 
certain  that  these  putrefying  (septic)  germs  [animal  and  vegetable  germs 
floating  in  the  air]  are  great  causes  of  putrefactive  fermentation ;  that 
fermentation  is  intimately  .connected  with  inflammation ;  that  most 
diseases  result  from  inflammation ;  that  carbolic  add  (antiseptic)  will 
kill  ail  septic  germs,  and  thus  remove  many  causes  of  disease;  that 
glycerine  is  a  very  powerful  healing  agent ;  that  carbolic  acid  is  freely 
soluble  in  glycerine ;  and  that  their  united  application  has  resulted  in 
the  speedy  cure  of  some  of  the  most  dangerous  diseases.  It  follows, 
therefore,  that  these  new  therapeutic  agents  demand  special  attention. 

As  a  rule,  it  is  better  to  dissolve  the  crystallized  carbolic  acid 
(Calvert's)  in  the  proportions  of  one  part  by  weight  of  the  acid  to  six 
of  glycerine  {carbolate  of  glycerine).  In  this  state  it  can  be  easily 
diluted  to  any  degree  of  strength. 

In  general,  a  dose  of  carbolic  acid  is  1  grain  in  an  ounce  of  water. 

As  a  gargle,  1  or  2  grains  to  an  ounce  of  water. 

As  an  injection,  1  grain  to  4  ounces  of  water. 

As  a  lotion,  15  grains  to  an  ounce  of  water. 

As  au  ointment,  16  grains  to  an  ounce  of  benzoated  lard. 

As  a  liniment,  1  part  to  20  of  olive  oil. 

As  a  plaster,  1  part  of  carbolic  acid  to  3  parts  of  shellac. 

The  crystallized  carbolic  acid  may  be  used  as  a  caustic. 

The  carbolate  of  glycerine,  as  above,  use  in  1  or  2  drop  doses,  in- 
ternally. 

Antiseptic  oil  for  abscesses,  1  part  of  acid  to  4  of  boiled  linseed  oil. 
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Antiseptic  putty,  6  spoonfuls  of  the  antiseptic  oil  mixed  with 
whiting. 

Aqueous  solution  of  carbolic  acid  is  1  part  of  acid  to  40  of  water 
(1  ounce  of  acid  to  a  quart  of  hot  water  well  agitated  and  filtered). 

Sick*rooms,  to  disinfect :  place  a  portion  of  the  dissolved  crystals  in 
a  porcelain  dish,  and  float  in  a  larger  vessel  of  hot  water. 

Disinfecting  purposes  generally :  1  pound  of  crystals  to  6  gallons  of 
water.  Fluid,  ]  part  to  80  of  water.  Powder,  1  ounce  of  crystals 
with  4  pounds  of  slacked  lime. 

For  drains :  1  pound  of  the  fluid  carbolic  acid  to  5  gallons  of  warm 
water. 

Toothache  is  often  cured  with  one  drop  of  carbolate  of  glycerine ; 
and  diarrhoea  arrested  in  half  an  hour  with  2  drops  in  a  wine  glass  of 
water. 

In  all  cases  of  parasitic  life  it  is  advisable  to  commence  with  very 
dilute  carbolate  of  glycerine. 

Inasmuch  as  carbolic  acid  will  destroy  the  power  of  vaccine  virus,  it 
becomes  an  interesting  inquiry  as  to  the  possibility  of  using  carbolic  acid 
internally  as  a  preventive,  so  as  to  fortify  the  human  system  against  the 
incoming  of  zymotic  diseases. 

I  have  some  striking  facts  in  support  of  this  probability ;  but  my 
observation  has  been  too  limited  to  do  more  than  incline  to  the  belief; 
and  here  I  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Conference,  expressing  my 
readiness  to  give  further  details  if  the  members  desire  it. — London 
Pharmaceutical  Journal. — Medical  Archives, — American  Eclectic  Med, 
Review,  June,  1870. 


The  Poisonous  Dose  of  Chloral. — ^We  have  received  the  following 
important  note  from  Dr.  J.  B.  Reynolds  : 

^'  I  was  called  y>  see  a  lady  of  middle  age,  who  had,  for  the  relief  of 
neuralgia,  taken  hydrate  of  chloral. 

^^  On  the  third  day  before  my  seeing  her,  she  )iad  taken  gr.  10  and  gr. 
15,  and  had  found  much  relief.  On  the  day  before,  she  had  taken  a 
larger  dose  with  good  effect. 

"  On  the  day  of  my  being  summoned,  the  dose  had  been  increased  to 
gr.  45  or  gr.  50,  and  there  had  followed  complete  relief  of  pain ;  but  in 
the  course  of  an  hour  some  '  faintness '  was  felt,  and  when  I  saw  the 
patient,  this  had  increased  to  an  alarming  degree.      Two  hours  had 
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passed,  smce  the  last  dose  was  taken,  and  I  found  the  patient  with  cold 
extremities,  an  excessivelj  rapid,  weak,  irregular,  and  intermittent 
pulse,  jactitation  of  limbs,  an  intolerable  sense  of  sinking,  and  oppres- 
sion at  the  pit  of  the  stomach ;  gasping  breathing,  and  confusion  of 
thought. 

"I  observed  at  this  time,  and  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  sub-' 
sequently,  that  the  radial,  temporal,  and  tibial  pulses,  were  all  of  the 
character  I  now  describe — frequent,  weak,  irregular  in  both  force  and 
rhythm,  and  frequently  intermittent — but  that  the  heart  was  acting 
regularly,  although  with  increased  frequency  and  diminished  force. 

"Stimulants  with  white  of  Qgg,  was  administered  freely;  warmth 
was  applied  to  the  extremities,  sinapisms  were  put  on  the  cardiac  region^ 
fresh  air  was  introduced  plentifully  into  the  room,  and,  at  the  end  of  an 
hour  from  my  first  seeing  the  patient,  the  pulse  had  become  much 
steadier,  though  still  very  frequent  and  very  weak.  The  syncopal 
feeling  had  diminished,  the  feet  were  warm,  and  there  was  a  tendency 
to  sleep. 

"This  state  of  comparative  freedom  from  urgently  dangerous 
symptoms  lasted  for  longer  than  an  hour,,  when — without  any  apparent 
cause — they  returned  with  increased  severity.  The  patient  now  seemed 
in  the  gravest  danger.  The  superficial  pulses  were  almost  imperceptible } 
and,  when  they  could  be  detected,  presented  the  character  I  have  de- 
scribed. Still  the  heart  was  regular  in  its  beat,  although  feeble,  and 
intensely  rapid  in  its  pulsations.  The  mind  wandered  much ;  there  was 
utter  prostration  of  muscular  strength,  the  limbs  being  extended,  the 
head  low,  and  the  aspect  was,  at  times,  that  of  impending  dissolution^ 
There  was  a  great  dyspnoea,  a  sense  of  suffocating  oppression  at  the  base 
of  the  chest  (in  front),  and  urgent  thirst, 

"The  treatment  previously  adopted  was  agai(n  pushed  vigorously, 
and,  at  the  end  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  relief  was  obtained,  and  sleep 
followed. 

"  The  next  morning,  I  found  the  pulse  quite  regular,  afid  of  its  normal 
frequency. 

"  I  have  written  this  hastily,  but  pray  put  it  in  your  own  way,  and 
make  any  or  no  use  of  it,  as  you  think  best. 

"  The  points  of  interest  that  occurred  to  me  were :  1st  the  dose ;  2nd, 
the  time  between  its  administration  and  the  appearance  of  symptoms ; 
3rd,  the  recurrence  of  symptoms  afler  Uieir  temporary  cessation ;  4th, 
the  curious  effect  on  the  vessels,  which  was  obviously  not  due  to  effect 
on  heart ;  5th,  the  relief  by  food  and  stimulant.      I  found  that  the  al- 
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bnmeii  (of  two  eggs)  was  that  which  was  followed  by  a  calmlDg  effect, 
and  a  tendency  to  sleep." — London  Practitioner^  Baltimore  Reprint,-^- 
Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery ,  July,  1870. 


Compound  Elixir  Taraxacum — the  Best  Vehicle  for  Quinine, 
By  P.  C.  Candidus. — I  present  to  the  A.  P.  Association  a  formula 
for  the  above  elixir,  which  I  prepared  about  eight  months  ago,  at  the 
request  of  Dr.  Jerome  Cochran,  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  Mobile 
Medical  College.  He  wanted  the  virtues  of  Prunus  Virg.  Taraxacum, 
and  Gentian — the  latter  in  small  proportion : 

3 — Rad.  Taraxaci,  §  vj,  or  Ext.  Tarax  fluid, |  vi. 

Cort  Pruni  Virg., §  iv. 

Rad.'^GentianaD, 3    i. 

Cort.  Aurantii, 3  ii. 

"     Cinnamomi, 

Sem.  Coriandri, aji  |  i. 

"     Anisi, 

"     Carui, 

"     Card., , iia  3  ii. 

Had.  Glycyrrh., 3    i. 

Syrup.  Simpl., t Oiiss. 

Alcohol  and  water,  in  the  proportion  of  1  of  the  former  to  3  of  the 
latter,  a  suflicient  quantity. 

The  dry  ingredients  must  be  reduced  to  a  suitable  degree  of  fineness 
for  percolation.  Mix  the  alcohol  and  water,  moisten  the  powder  with 
6  oz.  of  the  mixture,  then  pack  in  a  conical  percolator,  and  pour  on  of  the 
alcoholic  mixture  until  6^  pints  are  obtained,  then  add  the  syrup,  and 
mix  them. 

Dr.  Cochran  prescribed  it  a  great  deal,  mostly  as  an  adjuvant  and 
vehicle  of  other  medicines.  One  day  a  gentleman  came  in  to  take  a  dose- 
of  quinine.  I  looked  about  for  something  for  him  to  take  it  in,  when 
my  eye  fell  on  the  above  elixir.  I  mixed  it  for  him,  and,  to  his  surprise,, 
it  Was  tasteless.  As  he  felt  doubtiul  of  its  being  quinine,  I  mixed  up. 
some  for  myself,  and  it  proved  to  be  completely  masked.  I  sent  some- 
to  several  physicians,  who  pronounced  it  a  success.  Dr.  E.  P.  Gained,, 
and  other  leading  physicians,  have  been  prescribing  it  ever  since,  to 
their  own  and  their  patients'  satisfaction.  The  quinine  should  be  mixed 
with  the  elixir  at  the  time  it  is  taken,  although,  when  mixed  for  several* 
days,  it  is  still  tasteless. 
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The  dose  of  the  elixir  is  from  a  half  to  one  ounce,  and  it  is  no  donbt 
better  than  the  popular  stomach  bitters  flooding  the  country. — Proc. 
Amer.  Fkarm.  Asso,,  1869. — Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  July,  1870. 

Chlorodyke. — In  answer  to  Dr.  J.  D.  Scearce,  Danville,  Indiana, 
who  asks  concerning  the  composition  of  chlorodyne,  we  append  the 
original  formula  for  this  agent,  as  given  by  CoUis  Brown,  of  London : 

5     Chloroform, f  §  ij. 

Tinct.  Capsicum, f  §  jss. 

Oil  Peppermint, gtt.  xvj. 

Muriate  of  Morphia, gr.   xl. 

Prussic  Acid  (eight  per  cent.), f  3  ij. 

Ether  (fortior,) f  1  ss. 

Molasses  (New  Orleans,  dark), f  ^  ijss. 

Muc.  Acacia, f  §  ij. 

A  modification  of  this,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  J.  Lawrence  Smith,  and 
prepared  at  the  Louisville  Chemical  Works,  and  extensively  used  by 
the  physicians  of  Louisville,  rejects  the  molasses  and  mue.  accacia, 
which  are  immediately  precipitated  from  the  compound,  and  only  in- 
crease the  bulk  of  the  material  without  adding  to  its  efficiency.  Prof. 
S.  also  rejects  the  ether,  increases  the  proportions  of  morphia  and 
chloroform,  and  adds  cannabis  indicus.    The  following  is  his  formula : 

•    5     Chloroform,  f  |  vj. 

Tinct.  Capsicam, f  3  vj. 

Tinct.  Cannabis  Indicus, f  §  jss. 

Oil  Peppermint, gtt.  xxxvj. 

Muriate  of  Morphia, gr.  Ix. 

Prussic  Acid  (Scheel's), f  3j.     M. — 

American  Practitioner, — Nashville  Jour,  of  Med,  and  Surg,  July,  1870. 


Vomiting  ik  Pbbonanct, — Cass  2.  He  had  recently  relieved  an 
alarming  case  of  this  distressing  affliction,  as  he  had  often  done  before, 
with  sulphate  of  atropia ;  giving  first  1-50  of  a  grain,  then  1-70  every 
three  hours,  until  the  ordinary  physiological  effects  of  the  drug  were 
produced.  It  is  necessary  to  maintain  its  effects  for  a  length  of  time, 
or  relapse  will  occur.  He  has  never  found  any  remedy  equal  to  this, 
although ,  he  has  tried  all  those  in  succession  which  are  most  famous, 
especially  oxalate  of  cerium. 
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Vomiting  here,  we  aU  know,  is  of  a  reflex  oharaoter,  and  is  most 
likely  caused  by  anoemic  conditions  of  those  nerve  centres  within  whose 
territory  the  stomach  lies ;  this  anaemia  being  due  to  irritation  of  the 
vasco  motors  controlling  the  circulation  of  blood  in  these  centres. 
The  atropia  relieves  this  spasmodic  action  thus  excited,  and  establishes 
the  normal  supply  of  blood  again.  The  irritation  may  still  be  kept  up 
by  the  uterus,  but  its  evil  effects  are  defeated  by  the  drug. 

The  nerve  force  is  generated  by  the  molecular  movements  of  the 
neurine  in  the  nerve  centres,  and  its  normal  conditions  are  maintained 
by  the  nutritive  process  dependent  upon  blood  supply.  It  is  certainly 
true  that  perversions  of  the  force  may  be  due  to  altered  c6nditions  of 
polarity  produced  by  many  agents  besides ;  but  serious  alterations  of 
blood  supply  furnish  most  remarkable  changes. — Med,  and  Surgical 
BejyorieTy  June  11,  1870. 


QuiKiHs  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  Ertsipelas.— rWc  cxtract  the 
following  from  an  article  upon  the  use  of  quinine  in  the  treatment  of 
erysipelas  of  the  face,  by  Dr.  Perrod,  Physician  to  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
Lyons,'  translated  from  the  Annales  de  Dermatology  et  de  Syphilig., 
by  James  C.  White,  M.  D. : 

We  believe  therefore,  that  we  are  able  to  conclude,  from  the  pre- 
ceding facts,  that, 

1st.  Sulphate  of  quinine,  administered  in  moderate  and  fractional 
doses,  promptly  and  completely  arrests  the  course  of  non-traumatic 
erysipelas  of  the  face,  and  extinguishes  it  most  frequently  on  the  second 
or  third  day  of  its  employment 

2nd.  The  effects  of  this  drug  are  less  evident  in  erratic  cases  of  the 
disease,  and  in  those  which  are  influenced  by  other  constitutional 
afl^ions,  like  rheumatism. 

3rd.  The  recent  investigations  of  mioroscopists  upon  the  diffusion 
of  leucocytes  suggest  that  it  is  by  opposing  this  diffusion  that  sulphate 
of  quinine  acts  upon  erysipelas. 

4th.  It  will  be  interesting  to  study  clinically,  as  a  means  of  con- 
trolling this  hypothesis,  the  action  of  other  substances  which  ex- 
perimentation has  shown  to  be  unfavorable  to  the  diffusion  of  the  white 
<x)rpuscles  of  the  blood.  We  reserve,  however,  for  the  present,  the 
publication  of  the  researches  we  have  undertaken  in  reference  to  this 
point  with  perchloride  of  iron. — Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
— Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery ^  August^  1870. 
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Iodoform. — ^The  chief  aim  in  the  treatment  of  all  diseases  is  a 
restoration  of  vitality;  for  we  find  that  in  all  conditions,  where  we 
have  a  deviation  from  health,  there  exists  essentially  a  deficiency  of  life* 
The  aim  of  all  medical  treatment  is  to  bring  about  a  renewal  of  a  vital 
condition.  It  is  with  this  idea  that  I  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
readers  of  the  Journal  to  iodoform — a  conservative,  building  up  agent 
— a  remedy  destined  to  occupy  a  wide  range  of  action,  but  under  all 
circumstances,  a  builder  of  tissue. 

Iodoform,  therapeutically,  is  said  to  be  alterative,  nervine,  sorbefdcienty 
anti-periodic  and  anassthetic.  As  an  alterative,  it  acts  with  more 
rapidity  than  other  medicines  of  that  class,  in  doses  of  one  two  or  three 
grains  repeated  thrice  daily.  As  a  nervine,  it  is  prompt  and  efficient; 
while  it  gives  nervous  strength,  it  calms  speedily  and  beautifully  the 
most  severe  pains.  Its  scorbefacient  properties  are  manifested  with 
some  degree  of  slowness.  Five  to  seven  grains,  given  in  broken  doses, 
in  rapid  succession,  produce  a  powerful  anti-periodic  effect. 

Its  anaesthetic  properties  are  of  local  significance. 

It  is  rapidly  absorbed  into  the  blood. 

Accumulative  effects  have  not  been  observed. 

Iodoform  is  destitute  of  any  local  irritant  action,  and  has  that  ad- 
vantage over  all  other  iodic  remedies. 

It  may  be  administered,  with  reasonable  expectation  of  success,  in  the 
following  diseases  : 

» 

Neuralgia  of  every  description,,  chronic  rheumatism,  consumption, 
scrofula,  ophthalmia,  chronic  ulcerations  and  skin  diseases,  syphilis/ 
and  certain  affections  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  prostate  gland, 
and  whenever  a  powerful  alterative  agent  is  needed.  This  quality  of 
iodoform  is  greatly  enhanced,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  by  the  addition 
of  pure  iron,  fe.  pr.  hydrog. 

We  hail  the  introduction  of  any  remedy  capable  of  producing  an 
elevation  of  vital  stamina  in  the  human  race.  Iodoform  possesses  some 
of  those  properties,  hence  its  value  in  all  forms  of  tubercular  affections. 
— Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  August,  1870. 

Herpes  Circinnatus,  by  J.  P.  Kay,  M.  D.,  Belmore,  Ontario. — 
Ringworm  is  the  mildest  of  all  the  varieties  of  herpes,  and  is  ac- 
companied with  but  little  infiammation ;  the  vesicles  also  are  smallest. 

I  recently  met  a  case  of  some  ten  years  standing,  in  a  man  forty 
years  of  age.     It.  occupied  the  back  of  the  arm  from  the  elbow  to  the 
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wrist.       He  had  beea  under  all  forms  of  treatment,  but  had  never 
succeeded  in  getting  rid  of  it. 

I  ordered  an  emetic  twice  weekly,  and  gave  a  teaspoonful  of  the 
comp.  fluid  extract  of  tamarac  three  times  daily,  bathing,  good  diet, 
<&;c.9  &c. 

Locally,  I  had  applied  carbolic  acid  ointment : 

5     Carbolic  acid, 3  ss. 

Ung.  simplex, §   i. 

Sulphite  soda, 3  iii. — Mix, 

Spread  on  linen  and  cover  over  with  oiled  silk. 

It  is  now  perfectly  cured  under  the  local  use  of  the  above. — Eclectic 
Medical  Journal,  August,  1870. 


Granular  Lids,  by  Prof.  J.  Isaacs,  M.  D.,  Phila. — In  ophthalmia 
tarsi,  in  scrofulous  patients,  thickening  is  almost  invariably  the  result. 
This  gives  rise  to  various  difficulties,  such  as  interfering  with  the 
mechanical  arrangements  of  the  lids,  secretion  of  glands,  irritation, 
d:o.y  &c. 

My  usual  treatment  for  tliis  has  been,  internally,  comp  syr.  stillingia 
and  iodidb  potass. ;  locally,  counter-irritation,  and  the  application  of 
equal  parts  of  citrine  ointment  and  glycerine  to  the  lids  as  a  stimulant 
and  discutient.  This  almost  invariably  succeeded  well,  but  the  progress 
of  cure  was  slow. 

More  recently  I  have  been  better  satisfied  with  iodoform.  This 
remedy  I  have  given  internally  and  applied  locally  with  good  results. 
The  internal  prescription  was  two  grains  of  iodoform  to  one  of  iron, 
given  three  times  daily.     Locally,  I  directed  an  ointment,  as  follows  : 

5     Glycerine, 

Simple  cerate, aii  ^  ss. 

Iodoform, grs.  xxx. — Mix. 

First  have  the  lids  well  bathed  in  warm  stramonium  tea  for  five 
minutes,  and  smear  the  ointment  on  a  piece  of  muslin  and  apply  to  the 
eye  ever  night.  My  iodoform  was  from  the  chemical  laboratory  of 
Wm.  K.  Warner  &  Co.,  Philadelphia.  Inside  of  six  weeks  I  have  used 
the  above  treatment  in  nearly  twenty  cases,  with  very  decided  results. 
— Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  August,  1870. 

Chlorate  of  Potash  and  Opium  in  Thrbatsned  Abortion. — Dr. 
John  W.  Trader,  of  Sedalia,  Mo.,  strongly  recommends,  in  the  Boston 
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VEHICLE  FOR  ADMINISTERING  QUININE. 


Messrs  Tilden  &  Co. 

In  the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica  for  August,  W.  H.  Lacey 
recommends  Chocolate  and  Syrup  of  Orange  Peel  to  disguise  the  taste 
of  quinine. 

I    regard    the    following    as    the    most    effectual    and    convenient 

preparation  yet  known,  for  covering  the  taste  of  quinine  ; 

5     Eluid  Extract  Liquorice 3  vi. 

Simple  Syrup, §    x. 

A  teaspoonful  of  this  syrup,  mixed  with  3  grs.  quinine.    For  children 

less  quantity,  according  to  amount  of  quinine.     This  supercedes  the  so 

called  Sweet  Quinine  (?)  as  the  quantity  of  medicine  is  known,  and  in 

the  Sweet  Quinine  you  do   not  know   what    you    are    prescribing, 

unless  prepared  now  different  from  the  first  article  that  was  put  upon 

the  market. 

Yours, 

A.  J.  GARDNER,  Druggist. 

Grand  Rapids,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio. 


A  GOOD  CHANCE  FOR  A  GOOD  PHYSICIAN. 


I  wish  to  dispose  of  my  house  and  two  lots  in  the  villi^e  of  Two 
Rivers,  with  a  good  village  and  county  practice.  Said  lots  are  con- 
veniently and  pleasantly  located,  and  have  a  house  and  barn  and  other 
improvements. 

For  particulars  and  reasons  for  wishing  to  sell,  address 

C.  C.  CROCKER,  M.  D. 
Two  Rivers,  Manitowoc  Co.,  Wisconsin. 


Correspond^its  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  Names^  Tovm, 
County  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  beoause 
these  are  omitted. 
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VIBURNUM  OPULUS. 

{High  Cranberry,) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.  D. 


Natural  Order. — Caprifoliaceoe, 

In  the  Linnean  classification,  Viburnum  may  be  found  under 
class  Pentandrta,  and  order  Trigynia. 

Part  Used. — The  bark. 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  5-parted  or  5-toothed,  small; 
corol  bell-lorm  5-cleft,  with  spreading  or  reflexed  lobes ;  stigmas 
almost  sessile;  berry  or  drupe  1-seeded. 

Specific  Character. — (Flowers  are  reddish- white,  in  bloom  in 
June).  Leaves  8-lobed,  8-nerved;  lobes  long  acuminate,  with  a 
few  scattered  teeth;  petioles  glandular,  grooved  above;  cymes 
rayed.  Fruit  resembles  the  low  cranberry — ^red,  and  very  acid. 
It  attains  the  height  of  from  five  to  eight  feet 

Habitat. — Botanists  have  described  18  species  of  viburnum 
found  in  North  America,  two  of  which  are  exotics, 

Thomas  Green,  an  English  Botanist,  has  described  28  species, 
some  of  which  are  natives  of  both  hemispheres. 
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The  high  cranberry  is  indigenous  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada;  usually  found  growing  in  low  rich  lands,  in  woods,  and 
borders  of  fields. 

History. — ^Viburnum,  Lat  a  name  used  by  Yirgil  fof  a  pliant, 
tough  plant  This  is  the  Viburnum  Oxycoccus  of  Pursh  In  the 
North  American  Botany,  by  Eaton  and  Wright,  it  is  also  called  the 
VihurnuTn  Oxycoccus. 

•  Viburnin  is  the  active  principle,  and  is  somewhat  extensively 
used  by  Eclectic  physicians,  in  quite  a  variety  of  diseases.  They 
speak  of  it  as  a  safe,  certain,  and  reliable  anti-spasmodic.  Prof. 
Psjine  says  in  his  writings,  "it  is  a  remedy  of  great  value,  and 
manifests  its  influence  principally  upon  the  nervous  system,  acting 
as  a  dii«ct  tonic  and  stimulant  In  many  respects  the  vibnrnin 
resembles  in  this  influence  the  preparations  of  nucis  vomicae, 
although  in  a  far  milder  degree."  The  bark  yields  its  properties 
to  water  or  diluted  alcohol. 

Properties. — The  bark  is  said  to  be  a  powerful  anti-spasmodic 
by  Dr.  King. 

Dr.  Coe  speaks  of  its  active  principle,  viburnin,  as  anti-spasmodic, 
anti-periodic,  expectorant,  alterative  and  tonic.  Such  valuable 
properties  entitle  the  remedy  to  consideration,  in  the  treatment  of 
many  formidable  diseases. 

Employment. 

Paralysis.—  Prof.  Paine  remarks,  p.  103,  (speaking  of  viburnin) : 
— "It  is  a  remedy  of  great  value,  and  manifests  its  influence 
principally  upon  the  nervous  system,  acting  as  a  direct  stimulant'' 
He '  adds : — "  It  appears  to  act  as  a  general  tonic  to  the  nervous 
system  ;  hence,  in  all  cases  of  nervous  debility,  whether  it  be  con- 
nected with  acute  or  chronic  diseases,  it  can  be  used  to  great 
advantage.  In  cases  of  paralysis,  I  have  employed  it  very 
successfully.  A  case  came  under  my  charge  of  amaurosis,  where 
I  employed  the  viburnin  most  advantageously.  I  have  also  used 
it  in  many  cases  of  general  paralysis,  as  hemiplegia,  paraplegia, 
with  marked  benefit."  It  may  be  associated  with  other  treatment, 
such  as  a  long  issue  or  seaton  applied  to  difierent  parts  of  the  spine, 

which  has  sometimes  been  found  beneficial  in  Paralysis  Agitana  * 

— - 

♦Waring,  p.  763 


J 
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In  this  malady  the  diligent  use  of  veratria  externally  is  oc- 
casionally followed  by  great  improvement  It  should  be  persisted 
in  till  it  produces  a  tingling  sensation.  Dr.  Forcke  t  relates  nine 
cases  in  which  it  was  productive  of  the  best  effects.  The  vibumin 
should  be  administered  in  three-grain  doses  three  or  four  times  a 
day  while  the  veratria  is  being  employed  externally. 

Spcisnis, — Dr.  Coe  observes:— r" The  vibumin  is  a  safe  certaio 
and  reliable  anti-spasmodic,  for  which  property  it  is  chiefly 
valuable.  For  the  relief  of  cramps  and  spasmodic  pains,  no 
matter  from  what  cause  they  arise,  we  know  of  no  remedy  of  so 
great  utility.  It  exercises  a  wonderful  control  over  muscular  fibre 
and  acts  with  great  promptitude."  He  remarks: — "  The  average 
dose  of  the  vibumin  is  two  grains,  although  admitting  of  being 
increased  to  ten  grains  with  advantage,  and  of  beiug  repeated  at 
intervals  of  from  twenty  to  sixty  minutes  until  the  desired  effect  is 
produced.  We  have  used  the  vibumin  quite  extensively,  and  esteem 
it  an  almost  indispensable  agent  of  the  materia  medica.  Cramping 
pains  in  the  limbs,  whether  arising  from  the  irritation  produced  by  a 
gravid  uterus,  or  from  a  fracture  of  the  bone,  or  in  females  past  the 
turn  of  life,  and  yet  troubled  with  some  uterine  disturbance,  are 
more  generally  and  radically  relieved  by  the  vibumin  than  any 
other  remedy,  the  gelseminin,  perhaps,  excepted  For  the  cramps 
with  which  females  ^re  afflicted  during  the  period  of  utero-gestation, 
it  is  a  safe  and  certain  remedy.  For  the  cramping  pains  sometimes 
occurring  as  sequents  to  the  fracture  of  bones,  we  have  found  it 
equally  efficacious."  In  spasmodic  affections  of  the  bowels,  the 
volatile  oil  of  mentha  piperita,  mentha  pulegii,  or  mentha  viridis 
(it  is  not  a  matter  of  importance  which  is  selected)  may  be  given 
with  advantage.  A  few  drops  of  laudanum  may  be  conjoined, 
according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms,  and  alternated  with 
vibumin. 

Neuralgia, — Prof.  Paine  asserts  that  vibumin,  combined  with 
iron,  has  cured  some  most  inveterate  cases  of  neuralgia. 

In  this  affection,  arsenic,  administered  in  combination  with 
vibumin,  will  be  found  highly  beneficial.  In  tic  douloureux,  and 
neuralgia,  arising  from  dyspepsia,  and  also  in  that  connected  with 
disorders  of  the  uteinis,  Mr.  Hunt  states,  as  quoted  by  Waring,  that 
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he  has  derived  the  greatest  amount  of  benefit  from  arsenic,  in 
combination  with  a  sedative,  commencing  with  about  iv,  m.  of  Liq. 
Arsenicalis,  and  daily  increasing  the  dose,  till  some  decided 
symptom  of  its  action  is  perceptible,  which  is  conmionly  evinced 
when  the  dose  has  amounted  to  10  drops.  Mr.  Hunt  adds,  that 
"  Arsenic  operates  most  favorably  on  persons  who  are  of  lax  fibre, 
accompanied  by  a  languid  state  of  the  circTilation,  and  whose 
secretions  are  rather  profuse  than  otherwise,  the  urine  pale  and 
plentiful ;  and,  more  especially,  on  those  whose  skins  are  cold  and 
moist.  In  persons  of  this  description,  arsenic,  far  beyond  other 
medicines,  relieves  the  neuralgic  pains,  improves  the  general  health, 
and  gives  firmness  to  the  constitution."  Waring  says: — "In 
neuralgia  arising  from  spinal  disease,  or  anaemia,  arsenic  is  positive- 
ly hurtful,  and  in  that  arising,  or  occurring  in  plethoric  subjects, 
it  is  productive  of  little  good.  Those  cases  of  neuralgia  associated 
with  anaemia  will  respond  favorably  to  the  use  of  vibumin  and 
iron  in  conjunction;  those  occurring  in  plethoric  subjects  to 
vibumin  and  aconite. 

Dysmenor7'hoea. — ^Dr.  Coe  says,  in  dysmenorrhoea  he  has  used 
the  vibumin  with  the  most  decidedly  beneficial  results,  both  alone 
and  in  combination  with  other  agents. 

Prof.  Paine  remarks: — "In  female  diseases,  especially  where 
there  is  prostration  of  the  nervous  system,  caused  by  long- 
protracted  uterine  affections,  leucorrhoea,  and  other  diseases  of  this 
class,  vibumin  is  an  efficient  remedy. 

Threatened  Abortion. — Dr.  D.  L.  Phares,  of  Newtonia,  Miss.,  has 
employed  viburnum,  very  successfully  in  many  cases  of  threatened 
abortion.  Several  cases  of  the  most  aggravated  nature,  when  the 
patient  was  subjected  to  much  excitement  and  trial,  are  instanced 
illustrative  of  the  potency  of  this  drug  to  prevent  premature 
parturition.  One  drachm  of  the  tincture  of  viburnum  was  ordered 
two  or  three  times  a  day  or  oftener  if  necessary. — Atlanta  Medical 
and  Sur^gical  Journal 

Dr.  Coe  says: — "When  abortion  is  threatened,  as  the  result 
of  over  exertion  or  mental  excitement,  we  have,  in  the  vibumin, 
one  of  the  most  reliable  remedies  for  its  prevention."  This  agent 
may  be  employed  in  combination  with  opium,  camphor,  ice,  etc.,  as 
the  indications  may  appear. 
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Dr.  Mackall,  of  Maryland,  considers  ice  invaluable  in  cases 
of  abortion  to  induce  firm  contraction  of  the  uterus,  thus  prevent- 
ing hemorrhaga 

Vibumin  is  said  to  allay  false  labor  pains,  relax  spasm,  and 
soothe  and  harmonize  the  action  of  the  nervous  system. 

Dysentery  and  other  Bowel  Affections, — ^Viburnin  is  said  to  have 
been  found  remarkably  efficacious  in  relieving  the  pains  ac- 
companying diarrhoea,  dysentery,  and  cholera  morbus,  and  also  in 
flatulent  and  other  forms  of  colic.  It  is  said  to  increase  the  anti- 
spasmodic power  of  dioscorein,  and  may  be  joined  with  it  in  the 
treatment  of  bilious  colic. 

Pneumonia, — Prof.  Paine  says,  in  pneumonia,  especially  of  the 
typhoid  form,  viburnum  has  been  used  successfully.  He  observes 
that  it  appears  to  have  a  stimulating  effect  upon  the  pulmonary 
apparatus,  independently  of  its  peculiar  power  over  the  nervous 
system,  and  in  many  instances,  he  has  relieved  dyspepsia  and 
orthopnoea,  by  giving  a  few  doses  of  the  viburnin,  when  other 
remedies  had  failed. 

Oiker  Diseases. — Prof  P. —  has  also  used  this  remedy  with 
marked  success  in  many  forms  of  dyspepsia,  constipation  of  the 
bowels,  and  in  incontinence  of  urine.  It  has  the  reputation 
of  being  decidedly  beneficial  for  the  relief  of  after  pains 

As  an  anti-spasmodic.  Dr.  Coe  says : — "  Viburnin  may  be  relied 
upon  in  all  cases  with  confidence,  and  will  seldom  disappoint  the 
expectations  of  the  practitioner." 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract     -        -        -      Dose,  1  to  2  Drams. 
Vibumin         -        -        -  Dose,  1  to  5  Grains. 

COMPOUND  TINCTURE   OF  CRAMP  BARK. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Cramp  Bark,      -  Two  Ounces. 

"  "  Lobelia           -  -    One  Ounce. 

"  '*  Skunk  Cabbage  -  One  Ounce. 

^*  "  Stramonium    -  -  Half  Ounce. 

"  "  Capsicum    -        -  Half  Ounce. 

"  "  Bloodroot        .  i  Half  Ounce. 

Alcohol  -        -      Three  and  one-half  Pints. 

Dose — Twenty  to  sixty  drops,  in  asthma,  hysteria,  and  all 
nervous  disorders. 
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TRILLIUM  PENDULUM. 

{Birthrootj  or  Berihroot) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.   D. 


Natural  Order. — Trillaceas. 

Lindley  placed  the  Genus  Trillium  in  order  Simtlacece. 

According  to  the  Linnean  artificial  classification,  Trillium  will 
be  found  in  class  Hexandria^  order  Trigynia, 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  S-sepalled,  inferior,  spreading; 
corol  Spetalled;  styles  none;  stigmas  3;  berry  3  celled;  many- 
seeded. 

Specific  Chara-cter. — Flowers  white,  blooms  in  May,  root 
perennial;  peduncle  inclined;  flower  pendulous;  petals  flat,  ovate, 
shortly  acuminate,  nearly  equal  with  the  calyx;  sepals  ovate- 
acuminate;  leaves  roundish-rhomboidal,  acuminate,  sub-sessile. 

Habitat. — North  America. 

Part  Used. — The  root. 

History. — Trillium,  Lat  trilin  triple,  from  the  prevalence  of  the 
number  three.  Thomas  Greeii,  an  English  Botanist,  describes  ten 
species  of  trillium,  natives  of  North  America.  Nearly  all  the 
species  of  this  Genus  are  medicinal,  and  their  properties  are 
similar.  The  plants  of  this  Genus  may  readily  be  identified  by 
their  three  verticillate,  net- veined  leaves,  solitary  terminal  flowers, 
some  white,  red,  purple,  whitish-yellow,  and  others  reddish-white. 
Some  of  the  species,  the  flowers  are  nodding,  others,  erect  The 
roots  are  somewhat  tuberous. 

Prof  Lee  says,  in  popular  practice  the  hirthroot  is  used  in 
parturition,  and  is  believed  to  facilitate  the  birth  of  the  child.  He 
observes,  that  he  found  it  employed  extensively  for  this  purpose 
am®ng  the  Chippeway  Indians,  on  Lake  Superior,  while  sojourning 
among  them  in  1848.  They  also  believed  it  a  certain  specific  for 
the  bite  of  the  rattle-snaka  It  seemed  to  be  their  favorite  remedy, 
he  informs  us,  in  all  female  complaints,  especially  those  attended 
with  discharges.  Many  regularly  educated  physicians  use  this 
plant  in  similar  female  affections. 

Trilliin  is  its  active  principle,  and  is  held  in  high  repute  by  most 
Eclectic  physicians. 
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Pbopebties, — ^Those  physicians,  who  have  employed  the  root, 
and  the  trilliin  most  extensively,  award  to  this  agent  the  following 
properties,  viz :  astringent,  styptic,*  alterative,  tonic,  diaphoretic, 
expectorant,  anti-septic,  and  emmenagogue. 

Thekapeutical  Employment. 

Uterine  Hemorrhage. — E.  Gr.  Wheeler,  M.  D.,  writes: — (that) 
"Although  my  experience  with  the  trillium  is  quite  limited,  yet, 
in  the  few  cases  I  have  treated  with  it,  the  effect  has  been  so  speedy 
and  decided,  that  I  have  been  led  to  the  conclusion  that  it  may  be 
rehed  on  as  more  prompt  and  certain  in  its  action  in  suppressing 
uterine  and  vaginal  discharges,  than  any  other  known  remedy." 

He  observes : — "  The  following  cases,  selected  from  some  of  the 
most  prominent  ones  in  which  I  have  relied  upon  this  article  alone, 
may  go  to  show,  in  some  measure,  its  efficacy  in  these  conditions. 

Case  L  May  1,  1859. — Mrs.  G.,  at  the  third  month  of  preg- 
nancy, was  taken  at  6  o'clock,  A.  M.,  with  a  bloody  discharge  from 
the  uterus  with  pain  in  the  back,  considerable  sickness  at  the 
stomach  and  occasional  chills.  I  was  called  in  at  9  o'clock,  the 
same  morning.  The  flooding  had  greatly  increased  during  the 
last  hour,  and  the  patient  fainted  as  I  entered  her  room.  The  pains 
had  ceased — os-uteri  dilated  to  about  the  size  of  a  twenty-five  cent 
piece,  but  rather  tense.  Loss  of  blood  very  great  I  made  an 
infusion  of  the  trillium  root  and  gave  two  tablespoonfuls  every  ten 
minutes.  In  half  an  hour  the  bleeding  had  greatly  diminished. 
The  infusion  was  contiiiued,  but  given  at  rather  longer  intervals, 
and  in  two  hours  from  the  time  that  I  was  called  in  the  hemorrhage 
had  ceased  altogether.  Pains  returned  during  the  following  night, 
and  the  foetus  was  expelled  with  but  very  trifling  loss  pf  blood. 

Case  II.  March  7,  1860. — Was  called  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to 
see  Mrs.  S., — at  full  term  of  pregnancy.  Os-uteri  dilated  to  the 
size  of  a  half  dollar,  no  pains,  flooding  excessive.  Administered 
the  trillium  as  in  the  preceding  casa  It  acted  promptly,  so  that  in 
an  hour  from  the  time  of  giving  the  first  dose,  the  bleeding  had 
entirely  ceasei  In  about  four  hours  more,  labor  pains  came  on, 
and  she  was  delivered  of  two  healthy  children,  with  no  more  than 
the  usual  amount  of  hemorrhage. 

Case  III.    Oct  7,  1860. — Mrs.  M.,  at  about  the  third  month 
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of  pregnancy,  had  been  attended  with  slight  uterine  hemorrhage 
for  two  or  three  days  previoua  At  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the 
day  of  date,  she  became  alarmed  irom  sudden  and  excessive  flood- 
ing. I  was  immediately  called  in,  but  her  fainting  turns  were  so 
frequent  and  so  protracted,  that  I  could  not  give  the  remedy  as 
fast  as  I  desired ;  and  notwithstanding  I  brought  all  the  means  to 
my  aid  that  I  could  command,  I  greatly  feared  that  I  should  lose 
my  patient  In  about  three  hours,  however,  she  had  taken  an  in- 
fusion made  with  about  three  drams  of  the  bruised  root,  as  nearly 
as  I  could  judge,  and  the  hemorrhage  was  perfectly  controlled. 
Thirty-six  hours  after  this,  pains  came  on  and  the  foetus  was  ex- 
pelled with  no  further  troubla  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state,  in 
this  connection,  that  I  think  I  have  found  the  remedy  of  decided 
utility  in  several  instances  in  facilitating  labor." 

Prof  Paine  remarks,  that  by  some  practitioners  trilliin  is 
regarded  as  almost  a  specific  in  uterine  hemorrhage.  Dr.  King 
makes  mention  of  this  agent  in  the  treatment  of  hemorrhages. 
Dr.  Coe  says  that  trilliin  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  agents  em- 
bodied in  the  organic  materia  medica.  Its  dynamic  influences, 
according  to  his  version,  are  chiefly  directed  towards  mucous 
surfiaces,  over  which  it  seems  to  exercise  a  special  control. 

He  remarks : — "  Though  mostly  employed  in  affections  of  the 
uterine  system,  it  is  nevertheless  of  great  utility  in  the  treatment 
of  all  diseases  involving  the  mucous  membranes." 

He  states  that  uterine  hemorrhages  have  been  cured  by  means 
of  this  remedy. 

Prof  Lee  *  observes : — "  From  all  I  have  observed,  or  can 
gather  from  others,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  triUium  is  one 
of  our  most  valuable  tonico-astringent  alteratives,  and  especially 
beneficial  in  most  cases  of  passive,  atonic  hemorrhage,  as  men- 
orrhagia,  etc.  Less  astringent  than  many  other  plants  already 
noticed,  it  is  far  more  alterative  and  tonic;  yet  it  has  decided 
efficacy  as  an  astringent  where  this  indication  is  present."  The 
late  Dr.  Williams,  as  quoted  by  Prof.  Lee,  used  the  powdered  root 
in  all  kinds  of  active  hemorrhages,  in  doses  of  one  drachm  to  an 
adult,  repeated  according  to  the  uigency  of  the  symptomsi  Dr. 
Stone,  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  is  quoted  by  the  able  Prof,  as  having 

*Jour.  Mat.  Med.,  v.  1.  p.  365^ 
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made  very  extensive  use  of  it  in  all  forms  of  bleeding  especially 
from  the  womb  and  lungs,  and  as  lie  thinks,  with  great  and 
decided  benefit  Many  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage  will  respond 
to  the  employment  of  trillium  in  conjunction  with  opium,  or 
acetate  of  lead  and  opium.  It  may  be  alternated  with  cannabis 
indica  or  capsicum  to  advantaga  In  menorrhagia  and  uterine 
hemorrhage  the  tincture  of  cannabis  indica,  in  doses  of  gutt  v-x 
thrice  daily,  has  been  successfully  employed  by  Dr.  Churchill,  * 
of  Dublin,  on  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Macguii^e.  Dr.  Churchill, 
as  quoted  by  Waring,  after  an  extensive  trial  of  its  virtues,  states 
that  it  was  productive  of  extraordinary  success,  both  in  the  number 
relieved  and  the  rapidity  of  cure.  In  impending  abortion,  he  has 
also  found  it  very  effectual  in  several  cases. 

Hemoptysis, — ^Dr.  Coe  asserts  that  this  malady  has  been  cured 
by  the  employment  of  trilliin.  Cases  that  do  not  readily  yield  to 
trilliin,  should  be  treated  with  acetate  of  lead  and  opium,  alternated 
with  it 

Leucorrhoea. — Prof  Paine  says  that  trilliin  has  been  extensively  ♦ 
used  in  leucorrhoea. 

Dr.  Coe  observes : — "  In  the  treatment  of  vaginal  and  uterine 
leucorrhoea,  particularly  when  of  an  atonic  character,  the  trilliin 
will  be  found  one  of  the  most  reliable  remedies.  It  resolves  the 
viscidity  of  the  mucous  secretions,  acts  as  an  alterative  tonic  upon 
the  mucous  follicles,  deterges  and  heals  the  diseased  membranes, 
and  corrects  the  acrimony  of  the  discharges.  Trilliin  is  decidedly 
anti-septic,  and  useful  in  correcting  a  tendency  to  putrescency  of  the 
fluids,  and  the  foetor  of  critical  discharges." 

In  foetid  discharges  from  the  vagina  and  uterus,  it  may  be 
employed  as  an  injection. 

Prolapsus  Uteri — ^Dr.  C.  states: — "We  have  found  the  trilliin 
exceedingly  valuable  in  the  treatment  of  prolapsus  uteri,  particular- 
ly when  of  an  asthenic  character,  and  dependent  upon  an  atonic 
condition  of  the  uterine  supports.  It  should  be  given  in  doses 
of  firom  two  to  five  grains  three  times  per  day,  and  alternated  with 
such  other  remedies  as  the  case  demands." 

Prof  Paine  says  this  agent  has  been  extensively  employed  in 

*Theory  and  Practice  of  Midwifery,  p.  64» 
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prolapsus  uteri.  He  adds : — "  It  is  claimed  by  some  that  it  possesses 
direct  tonic  influence  upon  the  broad  ligaments,  and  will  prevent 
a  displacement  of  the  uterus.  Many  cures  have  been  reported,  of 
the  use  of  this  agent  in  these  diseases ;  and  every  one,  almost,  who 
has  employed  it  extensively,  claims  that  it  is  a  valuable  remedy.'^ 

Spermatocele. — Pro£  Paine  says  in  spermatocele,  and  diseases  of 
the  spermatic  cord,  it  is  used  with  decided  advantage. 

Epistaods, — Dr.  Coe  states  that  a  solution  of  the  trilliin,  or  a 
small  quantity  of  the  dry  powder  snuflfed  up  the  nostrils  will 
immediately  check  epistaxis.  He  iadds  that  a  small  quantity  of  the 
powder  introduced  into  the  cavity  from  which  a  tooth  has  been 
extracted  will  effectually  arrest  the  hemorrhage. 

Diarrhoea. — Prof  P. — remarks : — "  In  combination  with  quinine 
and  hydrastin,  it  (trilliin)  has  been  used  largely  for  chronic 
diarrhoea''  He  remarks  that  he  once  cured  a  very  inveterate  case 
of  chronic  diarrhoea  by  this  treatment,  and  he  attributed  it  to  the 
use  of  the  quinine  and  hydrastin  as  much  as  to  the  trilliin,  as  he 
tried  the  latter  alone  without  very  marked  success. 

Diptheria. — The  same  author  states  that  he  has  used  trilliin  as  a 
gargle  in  diphtheria,  and  found  that  it  possessed  anti-septic 
properties,  g-nd  may  be  employed  with  advantaga  The  inhalation 
of  Bromine  has  been  serviceable  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady. 
Trilliin,  quinine,  and  stimulants  may  be  employed,  according  lo 
indications. 

Dyspepsia. — Trilliin  has  been  very  highly  recommended  in  the 
treatment  of  dyspepsia.  In  this  affection,  bismuth,  .pepsine,  or 
charcoal  may  be  administered  with  it  in  combination.  The  latter 
agent  was  formerly  much  employed,  but  it  fell  into  desuetude. 
In  1849.  M.  Belloc  *  again  called  attention  to  its  efficacy ;  he  found 
it  successful  in  many  instances,  when  bismuth,  iron,  and  lead  had 
failed  He  also  found  it  speedily  remove  the  gastrodynia,  and 
insure  a  regular  action  of  the  bowels.  He  advises  a  dessertspoonful 
after  each  meal. 

Hooping-cough. — Trilliin  has  its  advocates  for  the  treatment 
of  hooping-cough. 

It  will  be  found  beneficial  to  administer  the  trilliin  in  a  strong 

*Rev.  Med,  Chir.,  Feb.  1848. 
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infusioii  of  the  leaves  of  Castanea-vesca,  {American  Chestnut).  It 
may  also  be  associated  with  belladonna,  or  alternated  with  two  or 
three  drops  of  nitric  acid.  This  treatment  will  be  found  to  greatly 
diminish  the  violence  and  frequency  of  the  paroxysms  of  cough, 
and  to  cut  short  the  duration  of  the  disease. 

PREPARATIONa 

Fluid  Extract         -        -         Dose,  1  to  8  Drams. 
Trilliin        ....  "     4  to  8  Grains. 

iNrusioN  OF  Berthboot. 
Fluid  Extract      ...        -        Two  Ounces. 

Water     - One  Pint. 

Dose — Two  to  four  ounces. 


IRON  IN  RHEUMATISM. 


BT    C.  F.  BUCKLEY,    A.  H.,  M.  B. 


No  very  extensive  experience  of  rheumatism  is  necessary  to  convince 
every  person  who  has  paid  the  least  attention  to  the  subject,  that  the 
various  plans  of  treating  it  at  present  in  vogue  are  extremely  un- 
satisfactory and  uncertain.  At  one  of  the  recent  meetitigs  of  the 
Clinical  Society  of  London,  the  whole  subject  was  thoroughly  canvassed, 
and  notwithstanding  that  EuUer,  Garrod,  Gull,  Basham,  and  others 
of  less  note  took  part  in  the  discussion,  yet  ne  satisfactory  conclusion, 
indeed  no  conclusion  at  all  was  arrived  at,  and  the  matter  was  still 
practically  left  in  statu  qyp,  for,  while  some  produced  very  ample 
statistics  of  their  experience  as  to  the  benefits  of  mercurials,  or  opium, 
or  salines,  or  quinine,  or  expectation,  others  again  showed  the  evil  results 
of  one  or  either  of  those  plans  of  treatment  in  their  own  hands.  The 
result  of  this  discussion  is,  I  believe  a  fair  representation  of  professional 
feeling,  not  only  in  Europe  but  also  in  this  country,  and  it  CjBrtainly  seems 
a  matter  of  no  common  reproach  to  us  that  in  this  period  of  our  ad- 
vancement, real  or  reputed.  ^'Eest  and  Six  Weeks"  should  still  be  an 
unabandoned  nostrum  for  so  dangerous  a  malady  as  rheumatism.  I 
know  not  whether  I  advocate  anything  more  useful,  but  certainly  iron 
has  appeared  to  me  in  the  few  cases  in  which  I  tried  it,  to  have  a  de- 
cidedly beneficial  effect  in  this  disease. 

In  the  "  Dublin  Quarterly  JournalJ^  for  December,  1869,  Russell 
Reynolds  published  a  few  cases  of  acute  rheumatism,  which  he  treated 
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with  Tr.  Iron,  and  the  issue  of  which  appeared  to  him  iinusually 
satisfactorj.  The  treatment  seemed  to  him  to  make  an  impression  from 
the  first,  and  the  duration  of  the  disease  seemed  shorter  than  usual.  I 
determined  accordingly  to  try  this  plan  at  the  first  suitable  opportunity. 
I  have  now  notes  of  six  cases  in  which  I  used  it,  and  in  all  with  very 
marked  effect.  The  first  was  S.  B.,  a  gentleman  of  45  years  old, 
of  strong  robust  constitution,  upon  whom  I  was  called  to  attend  on  the 
Idth  of  March.  He  had  been  previously  ill  a  week  and  attended  by 
another  medical  gentleman.  Had  always  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  the 
present  attack,  which  commenced  with  severe  rigor  after  some  unusual 
exposure  at  night.  When  I  first  saw  him,  his  tongue  was  coated  with 
a  thick  white  fur,  and  his  aversion  to  nourishment  of  all  kinds  was 
extreme,  his  eyes  were  somewhat  congested  and  his  forehead  and  face 
covered  with  clammy  perspiration,  though  all  the  rest  of  the  surface 
was  very  dry  and  very  hot ;  bowels  acted  regularly  under  previous  treat- 
ment ;  urine  was  scanty  and  high-colored,  with  film  of  purpurine  on  side  of 
chamber  pot;  pulse  beat  120;  no  cardiac  complication;  respiration 
about  20 ;  complete  inability  to  move  any  portion  of  his  body  without 
suffering  intense  pain ;  scarcely  any  perceptible  swelling  of  any  of  the 
joints.  1  ordered  him  tr.  ferri  8  drachms,  spr.  eth.  nit.  ^  drachm, 
syrup  ^  drachm,  aquae  ad.  6  drachms,  a  tablespoonful  every  three  hours, 
with  beef  tea  and  toast  water  for  nourishment  and  drink.  15th. — 
Experienced  marked  relief,  pains  much  less ;  pulse-beat  reduced  to  110 ; 
passed  somewhat  more  water,  and  had  a  general  feeling  of  comparative 
happiness.  The  treatment  was  continued  unchanged  for  four  days,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  was  ordered  4  oz.  brandy  daily,  in  addition, 
as  the  pulse  was  feeble  throughout.  Improvement  advanced  steadily, 
and  on  the  sixth  day  from  the  time  I  saw  hifki,  he  .was  able  to  sit  up  in 
his  bedroom.  I  ceased  attending  him  on  the  23d,  nine  days  from  the 
time  of  commencing  treatment,  and  up  to  the  present — a  period  of  three 
months — he  has  enjoyed  unimpaired  health. 

Case  2.  Was  a  laborer  named  Farley,  at  the  County  Hospital,  a  man 
of  rather  spare,  lymphatic  habit,  of  some  34  years  old.  He  had  been 
in  hospital  some  time  previously,  suffering  from  acute  rheumatism,  and 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Douglass.  Having  left  hospital  rather  too  soon 
he  again  returned  witli  a  sub-acute  attack.  I  first  saw  him  with  Dr. 
Douglass,  on  the  24th  of  May,  when  he  was  evidently  advancing  steadily 
imder  the  treatment  prescribed.  On  the  25th,  Dr.  Douglass  kindly 
placed  him  under  my  charge,  and  seeing  the  good  effects  of  his  treatment 
in  every  respect,  it  was  ordered  to  be  continued.  After  seven  days,  the 
patient. being^perfectly  ree  from  alLrheumatic  complications,  except  a 
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stiffness  and  painfullness  in  the  right  knee,  which  incapacitated  him  from 
getting  out  of  bed,  I  put  him  on  the  iron  treatment  as  above,  but  with 
en  minims  instead  of  fifteen  for  a  dose.  He  showed  no  advance  before 
the  second  day,  but  thenceforward  the  improvement  continued  steadily, 
until  he  lefl  the  hospital  quite  well  on  the  18th  instant. 

Case  3.  A  young  man  named  Kempen,  of  some  30  years  old,  tall 
and  muscular,  was  brought  to  hospital  on  May  24th,  with  evidence 
of  constitutional  disturbance.  The  resident  physician.  Dr.  Boland, 
entered  the  case  as  one  of  pulmonary  congestion,  in  which  diagnosis 
Dr.  Douglass ^  and  myself  quite  concurred,  afler  careful  examination 
of  him  on  the  morning  of  the  25th.  The  right  lung  was  principally 
involved,  over  which  he  was  cupped  and  blistered.  Saline  diaphoretics 
with  tartarized  antimony,  were  the  medicines  prescribed,  together  with 
an  occasional  purge.     Ordered  beef  tea  three  pints  daily. 

June  1st.  Sputa  tinged  with  blood,  but  in  masses  larger  than  wha^; 
is  known  as  rusty  sputa ;  ordered  6  oz.  port  wine,  and  beef  tea  con- 
tinued ;  antimony  discontinued. 

June  4th.  Thoracic  symptoms  considerably  improved;  breathes 
more  free,  cough  and  expectoration  less,  but  complains  for  the  first  time 
of  pain  in  right  shoulder  ;  wine  stopped  ;  ordered  mixt.  of  potas.  acet. 
spr.  nitre  and  liq.  am.  acet. 

June  5th.  Fever  much  higher,  pulse  124 ;  uiihe  scanty,  and  pains 
extending  in  other  joints ;  all  evidence  of  rheumatic  fever;  ordered  tr. 
ferri  2^  drachms,  spr.  nit.  drachm,  in  five  oz.  mixture. 

June  6th.  Considerably  relieved  this  morning;  pulse  104,  but  pains 
continue  unabated  mainly  in  right  arm  and  left  leg,  both  of  which  he  is 
quite  unable  to  move. 

June  7th.  Pulse  reduced  to  96,  feels  less  pain,  but  yet  imable  to 
move  right  hand  or  left  leg. 

June  15th.  Treatment  has  been  steadily  continued,  the  patient,  in 
broken  English,  reporting  himself  somewhat  better  every  morning, 
though  without  marked  improvement.  The  attendant  draws  my  attention 
to  a  soft,  deep  seated  enlargement  about  the  size  of  an  ^g^  on  the  thorax, 
a  little  to  left  of  the  sternum  and  directly  beneath  the  clavicle,  which 
in  his  way  he  pronounces  aneurism,  having  been  accustomed  to  see 
numerous  cases  of  this  latter  malady  about  the  same  region.  On  ex- 
amining, however,  I  find  it  to  be  an  abscess  diffused  under  the  left 
pectoral  muscle,  and  pointing  very  prominently  in  left  axilla.  The 
abscess  having  been  opened,  discharged  about  five  ounces  of  healthy  pus. 
The  orifice  is  dressed  with  carbolic  acid.  Iron  treatment  continued ; 
beef  tea  increased ;  3  eggs  daily  and  8  oz.  brandy  added. 
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June  16th.  Feels  relieved  considerably ;  can  move  right  arm  a  little 
better;  abscess  again  discharges  same  quantity  of  pus;  left  knee  an^ 
ankle  more  swollen,  but  not  more  painful.  « 

June  23d.  When  I  write,  the  abscess  has  nearly  ceased  to  discharge. 
The  lungs  are  quite  free  from  complications;  the  circulation  is  88; 
right  shoulder  and  left  leg  still  painful,  but  not  nearly  so  severe,  and 
capable  of  motion  to  a  limited  extent ;  patient  greatly  emaciated  and 
powerless,  commencing  to  be  troubled  with  bed-sores;  hectic  flush 
occasionally  manifest. 

Cass  4  On  Dr.  Blake's  leaving  town  for  a  few  days  on  the  I4th  inst, 
among  other  patients  whom  he  entrusted  to  my  charge  was  a  young 
man,  an  employee  of  his  own.  He  told  me  he  had  an  attack  of  acute 
rheumatism  for  some  eight  or  nine  days  previously ;  that  he  *had  been 
treating  him  with  salines,  but  from  his  constitution  and  previous  history 
he  had  a  strong  inclination  to  try  the  effect  of  iron,  on  general  principles. 
On  my  telling  him  that  I  had  seen  it  recommended  by  Reynolds,  as 
well  as  my  own  limited  experience  of  its  beneficial  effects,  he  readily 
consented  that  it  be  given  to  B.  M.  At  my  visit  next  morning,  he  laid 
prostrate  in  bed  with  face  somewhat  anxious  and  haggard,  puns  in  wrists 
and  ankles  so  severe  as  to  practically  preclude  all  motion  in  those  joints. 
Pulse  112.  Skin  moist  but  clammy,  and  urine  scanty.  (I  should 
have  mentionod  that  the  scantiness  of  urine  was  the  main  objection  Dr. 
Blake  had,  to  not  having  given  him  iron  previously.)  I  ordered  iron 
with  considerable  confidence  in  fifteen  minim  doses,  and  the  result  quite 
justified  my  expectations,  for  on  my  visiting  him  the  following  day,  the 
improvement  was  marked  and  decided.  A^r  three  days  of  the  same 
treatment,  he  was  able  to  get  out  of  bed,  sit  up  in  his  bedroom,  and 
has  since  been  convalescing  without  any  untoward  symptom. 

Cass  5.  N.  L.,  a  waiter  of  spare,  thin  bodily  habit,  age  between  30 
and  40,  entered  the  County  Hospital  on  the  12th  inst.  with  all  the 
characteristics  of  severe  rheumatic  fever.  Nearly  every  joint  was  quite 
painful  except  the  right  shoulder ;  wrists  and  ankles  particularly  in- 
volved, being  very  much  swollen  also.  The  treatment  instituted  was, 
tr.  ferri  in  15  minim  doses,  every  four  hours,  with  beef  tea  and  chicken 
for  diet.  On  my  visit  next  morning  there  was  a  decided  impression 
of  the  effects  of  the  medicine  on  the  disease,  for  the  pulse-beat  was 
reduced,  the  temperature  was  Jower,  more  water  was  passed,  the  relish 
for  the  prescribed  nourishment  was  much  greater  than  previously,  and 
the  pains  in  the  joints  not  quite  so  severe.  This  man  has  been  since 
then,  making  a  steady  but  slow  advance,  and  has  been  found  quite  free 
from  any  cardiac  complication.     He  can  now  (23d)  move  all  his  joints. 
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bat  with  some  little  pain  as  jet,  and  is  still  as  a  matter  of  oourse 
confined  to  bed. 

Case  6.  The  sixth  case  is  that  of  a  mechanic,  D.  D.,  to  whom  I  was 
called  four  days  since.  This  man  had  hitherto  been  of  more  than 
ordinary  vigor  and  strength.  The  present  attack  commenced  a  fort- 
night before  I  saw  him,  with  rigors  and  severe  pains  all  over.  He  has  been 
under  another  gentleman's  treatment,  and  evidently  improved  con- 
siderably, but  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  himself.  When  1  saw  him,  pain 
was  mainly  confined  to  the  ankles  and  finger  joints;  considerable 
anorexia,  bowels  acting  regularly;  urine  scanty,  and  pulse  feeble; 
absence  of  febrile  disturbance ;  fearful  of  being  ''  a  cripple  for  life." 
After  48  hours  of  the  treatment  previously  detailed — ^tr.  ferri  min.  xv, 
every  three  hours — he  felt  so  well  that,  to  use  his  own  expression,  ''  he 
could  jump  over  a  house."  He  is  now  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  treat- 
ment able  to  sit  up  out  of  bed,  and  is  evidently  on  a  fair  way  for  a 
rapid  recovery. 

I  regret  that  the  majority  of  those  cases  are  necessarily  so  incomplete, 
but  from  the  excellent,  unexpectedly  beneficial  results  I  have  witnessed 
from  iron  in  those  cases,  I  have  desired  not  to  defer  introducing  my  ex- 
perience of  its  use,  however  limited,  to  the  notice  of  the  profession. 
I  am  not  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  iron  is  a  specific  for  rheumatism, 
but  I  think  it  has  decidedly  such  advantages  as  entitle  it  to  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial.  I  shall  most  probably  soon  return  to  this  subject 
again.  For  the  present  1  will  merely  add,  that  the  above  cases  are 
given  just  in  the  order  in  which  they  occurred,  and  that  no  other  cases 
of  rheumatism  came  under  my  observation  during  the  time.  I  publish 
them  for  the  present  without  comment,  their  crudeness  is  self-evident 
Let  the  importance  of  the  subject  be  my  apology. — Oregon  Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter ^  August,  1870. 


SULPHATE   OF    QUININE   IN    THE    TREATMENT 
OF  SPONTANEOUS  ERYSIPELAS  OF  THE  FACE, 

By  Dr.  Perroud,  Physician  to  the  Hotel  Dieu  de  Lyon.    Translated  from  Annales  de  Dermatol,  et 
de  Syphilig.,  Deuxi^me  Ann6e,  No,  4,  by  James  C.  Whitb,  M.  D.,  Boston. 


It  is  not  the  tonic,  neurosthenic  action  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  nor  its 
anti  periodic  action  that  we  have  desired  to  take  advantage  ©f  in  the 
following  experiments,  but  certain  properties  it  possesses  with  regard  to 
the  globules  of  the  blood,  which  have  been  the  subject  of  interesting  in- 
vestigations.   These  investigations,  as  well  as  the  researches  lately  made 
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in  oonnection  with  the  erysipelatous  process,  have  served  us  as  a  guide ; 
and  inasmuch  as  they  have  determined  our  therapeutics,  it  is  necessary 
that  we  should  recall  them  in  a  few  words. 

Two  years  ago  *  M.  Vulpian,  after  Koster,  Volkmann  and  Steudener, 
announced  the  presence  of  a  great  quantity  of  white  blood  corpuscles 
infiltrated  throughout  the  skin  of  parts  affected  by  erysipelas.  This 
observation  was  soon  confirmed,  and  it  appears  to  be  demonstrated  to- 
day that  the  infiltration  of  the  skin  by  a  great  quantity  of  leucocytes 
forms  one  of  the  principal  elements  of  the  erysipelatous  process, '  and 
that  to  this  is  to  be  attributed,  in  great  part,  the  swelling  of  the  affected 
parts.  It  appears  to  be  shown  also  that  these  leucocytes  may  be  rapidly 
re-absorbed  and  disappear,  for  they  are  not  to  be  found  two  or  three  days 
afber  the  disappearance  of  the  swelling ;  moreover,  it  may  be  seriously 
regarded  as  probable  that  these  elements  have  not  been  formed  in  the 
parts  thus  affected,  but  that  they  have  penetrated  thither  by  transudation 
through  the  walls  of  the  vessels.    . 

This  last  opinion  is  not  iAcontestably  admitted,  we  know,  for  many 
observers,  among  them  K.  Balogh,  in  Germany,  *  and  Feltz,  in  France,  f 
deny  this  transudation,  because  they  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to 
witness  it,  but  their  negative  observations  are  too  few  to  weaken  positive 
results,  which  are  already  numerous. 

Without  pretending  to  give  a  complete  account,  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  in  1846  M.  Waller,  of  London,  announced  in  the 
Philosophical  Magazine  that  he  had  seen  the  white  corpuscles  of  the 
blood  pass  through  the  walls  of  the  vessels  where  no  previous  rupture 
existed.  This  observation  remained  unnoticed  until  within  the  last  few 
years  Conheim,  in  Berlin,  Strieker,  |  Prussach,  in  Vienna,  and  others, 
have  investigated  the  subject,  and  arrived  at  the  same  conclusions. 
Other  observers,  too,  have  confirmed  the  results  obtained  by  these 
German  microscopists.  Among  French  physicians  may  be  mentioned 
Flayem  and  Vulpian,  §  and  before  them  Lortet  ||  and  Bauvier,  ^  the 
first  of  whom  demonstrated  that  the  white  corpuscles  are  able  to 
traverse  animal  membranes  (the  swimming  bladder  of  fishes),  and  the 
second  that  they  were  able  to  gain  enhance  within  the  pith  of  the  elder 


♦Archives  de  Physiologie,  1868. 

*Balogh,  Archives  de  Physiologie,  1869,  p.  152. 

f  Feltz,  Journal  de  Kobin,  18*70. 

JJourna)  de  rAnatomie  etde  Physiologie  de  Robin,  1867. 

§  Academic  de  M^edne,  Stance  da  15  Fevrier,  1870. 

ILortet,  Annales  de  la  Soci^te  des  Sciences  Medicales  de  Lyon,  1868. 

TfRauvier,  Comptes  Rendus  de  la  Soci^te  de  biolo/afie,  1868. 
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and  its  cells,  and  that  it  is  even  possible  at  times  to  determine  their 
presence  within  epithelial  cells,  whither  they  have  penetrated. 

It  appears  to  be  proved,  then,  that  leucocytes  may  be  extravasated 
without  previous  rupture  of  the  capillaries,  and  it  is  extremely  probable, 
as  we  have  above  stated,  that  this  extravasation  constitutes  one  of  the 
principal  elements  of  the  erysipelatous  process.  On  the  other  hand,  M. 
Lortet  has  taught  us  that  the  amiboid  movements  of  the  white  corpuscles 
of  the  blood  are  necessary  to  their  penetration  through  the  tissues ;  that 
a  young  and  healthy  pus,  easily  extravasates ;  that  an  old  pus,  the 
leucocytes  of  which  are  sick  or  dead,  extravasates  badly  or  not  at  all. 
If,  then,  we  are  able  to  lessen  the  vit^ity  of  the  white  corpuscles  of  the 
blood  and  to  diminish  the  movements  of  their  protoplasm  by  a  drug, 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  their  extravasation  would  become  impossible, 
and  that  the  erysipelatous  process  would  find  itself  by  this  means 
blocked,  or  even  completely  arrested. 

The  problem  reduces  itself,  then,  to  find  a  substance  capable  of  de- 
stroying the  amiboid  movements  of  the  leucocytes  in  such  doses  that  it 
may  not  be  poisonous  to  the  patient. 

M.  Binz  *  has  devoted  himself  to  this  class  of  researches,  and  has 
studied  the  influence  of  various  solutions,  not  only  upon  the  vitality 
of  infusoria,  but  of  leucocytes  held  in  suspension  in  serum,  and  has  thus 
come  to  class  the  salts  of  quinine  among  the  most  poisonous.  A 
solution  of  hydrochlorate  of  quinine  one  part  in  800  immediately  kills 
large  infusoria,  one  part  in  2000  causes  them  to  perish  in  a  few  minutes, 
and  one  in  20,000  in  a  few  hours.  The  effect  upon  the  white  corpuscles 
is  the  same ;  if  one  adds  to  perfectly  pure  serum  a  drop  of  blood  taken 
from  an  animal  in  full  digestion,  the  amiboid  movements  may  be  seen 
to  take  place  without  hindrance ;  but  if  this  experiment  is  repeated 
with  serum  containing  inAnr  of  hydrochlorate  of  quinine  the  movements 
of  the  white  corpuscles  are  seen  to  be  arrested  without  the  least 
alteration  in  the  red  globules. 

These  data  would  naturally  lead  to  the  employment  of  quinine  when- 
ever a  pathological  tendency  to  the  extravasation  of  leucocytes  exists, 
in  a  great  number  of  inflammations  for  example,  and  especially  in 
erysipelas.     But  in  what  dose  shall  it  be  administered  1 

M  Binz,  without  approaching  the  question  of  erysipelas,  thinks  that 
in  order  to  arrest  the  progress  of  a  suppurative  peritonitis  it  would  be 
necesnary  to  give  12  to  15  grammes  of  hydrochlorate  of  quinine  in 

*Binz,  Sur  la  Mode  d'  Action  de  la  Quinine,  dans  les  Archives  de  Fhysiologie,  1868. 

22 


338  The  Journal  of  Materia  Medico. 

» 

twenty-four  hours ;  but  it  seems  to  us  that,  in  erysipelas  at  least,  so 
large  a  dose  is  unnecessary.  We  know  that  a  solution  one  part  in  2000  ^ 
will  at  once  put  a  stop  to  the  amiboid  movement  of  the  leucocytes,  and 
that  one  part  in  20,000  will  arrest  it  after  some  hours.  We  know,  too, 
that  the  quantity  of  blood  in  a  person  is  about  one  kilogramme  to  10 
or  13  kilogrammes  of  the  solid  parts,  and  consequently  that  a  person 
weighing  70  kilogrammes  has  7  kilogrammes  of  blood.  A  dose  of 
quinine  expressed  by  the  fraction  2?So  or  even  3?SS?  ought  then  to  be 
enough  to  influence  the  white  corpuscles  sufficiently  and  to  render  their 
extravasation  difficult  or  even  impossible. 

It  is  upon  these  data  that  we  have  based  our  administration  of  quinine 
in  the  doss  of  30  to  40  centigrami&es  daily,  a  spoonful  every  half  hour, 
in  order  to  keep  the  patient  under  the  persistent  and  prolonged  action 
of  the  remedy.  We  have  not  used  the  hydrochlorate  of  quinine,  how- 
ever, for  this  salt,  although  the  most  soluble  and  most  easily  absorbed, 
we  have  been  unable  to  procure,  and  have  employed  the  sulphate  so 
much  employed  in  hospitals.  Sulphate  of  quinine  not  being  destroyed 
in  the  circulating  stream  and  being  found  again  in  the  urine,  we  might 
expect  a  direct  action  on  its  part  upon  leucocytes  during  its  passage 
through  the  blood,  and  consequently  a  happy  influence  upon  the  course 
of  the  erysipelas.     These  expectations  have  not  been  disappointed.  * 

From  all  these  facts  it  follows  that  sulphate  of  quinine,  like  all  treat- 
ment, has  its  indications  and  counter-indications  in  erysipelas.  We 
have  tried  to  show  some  of  the  circumstances  which  interfere  with  its 
action ;  but  we  have  also  wished  to  show  that  it  possesses  other  than  its 
neurosthenic  and  anti-periodic  properties  which  may  be  used  to  ad- 
vantage. Is  it  now  really  its  antidiffiisant  action  upon  leucocytes  which 
makes  it  so  valuable  in  erysipelas  ?  We  are  unable  to  affirm  this  at 
present.  We  need  more  observations  and  to  apply  a  sort  of  counter- 
proof  with  other  substances  of  reputed  poisonous  action  upon  the  white 
corpuscles  of  the  blood ;  but  it  may  be  affirmed  that  this  hypothesis  is 
in  no  way  improbable,  that  pathological  anatomy  and  physiological 
experiment  give  it  an  incontestable  support,  and  that  clinical  observation 
is  not  unfavorable  to  it. 

We  believe,  therefore,  that  we  are  able  to  conclude,  from  the  pre- 
ceding facts,  that : 

1st.     Sulphate  of  quinine,  administered  in  moderate  and  fractional 

*  Here  follow  the  details  of  numerous  cases  of  erysipelas  treated  in  this  manner, 
and  observations  on  the  effect  of  quinine  upon  the  pulse  in  this  disease,  illustrated 
by  syphygmographic  cuts,  at  too  great  length  for  insertion  in  the  Journal — ^Trans- 
lator. 
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doses,  promptlj  and  completely  arrests  the  course  of  non-traumatic 
erysipelas  of  the  face,  and  extinguishes  it  most  frequently  on  the  second 
or  third  day  of  its  employment. 

2d.  The  effects  of  this  drug  are  less  evident  in  erratic  cases  of  the 
disease  and  in  those  which  are  influenced  by  other  constitutional  af- 
fections, like  rheumatism. 

3d.  The  recent  investigations  of  microscopists  upon  the  diffusion 
of  leucocytes  suggests  that  it  is  by  opposing  this  diffusion  that  sulphate 
of  quinine  acts  upon  erysipelas. 

4th.  It  will  be  interesting  to  study  clinically,  as  a  means  of  con- 
trolling this  hypothesis,  the  action  of  other  substances  which  ex- 
perimentation has  shown  to  be  unfavorable  to  the  diffusion  of  the  white 
corpuscles  of  the  blood.  We  reserve,  however,  for  the  present  the 
publication  of  the  researches  we  have  undertaken  in  reference  to  this 
point  with  perchloride  of  iron. — Boston  'Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^ 
July,  1870. 


TEMPORARY   INSANITY,   FROM  THE  USE   OF 

BROMIDE  OF  POTASSIUM, 

BIT    F.  K.  BAILEY,    KNOXVILLE,  TBNN. 


In  Prof.  W.  A.  Hammond's  Psychological  Journal^  for  Jan.,  18G9,  is 
an  article  from  the  pen  of  the  editor  "  on  Some  of  the  Effects  of 
Bromide  of  Potassium,  in  Large  Doses."  It  is  but  lately  that  I  met 
with  the  article  in  question ;  and  on  reading  it,  it  seemed  proper  to  add  a 
few  observations,  suggested  since  writing  my  remarks  upon  the  bromides, 
in  the  January  number  of  the  Examiner,  I  then  alluded  to  the  case 
of  a  colored  man,  laboring  under  epilepsy,  with  some  indications 
of  mental  aberration. 

From  Dr.  D.  T.  Boynton,  of  this  city,  who  had  the  case  in  charge 
previous  to  my  coming  here,  I  learn  that  the  man  had  taken,  during  the 
summer  of  1867,  bromide  potassium,  in  doses  of  twenty  grains,  two  or 
three  times  daily,  quite  regularly,  and  that  it  was  while  taking  the  salt 
thus  freely,  that  the  peculiar  form  of  insanity  first  manifested  itself. 
Dr.  B.,  at  the  time,  attributed  these  symptoms  to  the  epilepsy,  together 
with  excitement,  growing  out  of  local  politics  affecting  his  race,  and  to 
religious  enthusiasm. 

He  was  taking  the  bromide  when  I  first  saw  him,  Oct.  1st,  1867,  and 
at  that  time  his  insanity  was  most  obvious.     I  only  gave  eight  or  ten 
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grains  in  a  dose,  after  assuming  the  care  of  his  case ;  and  it  was  con- 
inaed  for  a  month  or  two,  but  perhaps  not  unremittingly. 

I  will  add,  however,  that  this  man  appears  to  be  slowly  recovering 
his  health.  The  epileptic  phenomena  are  mainly  slight  attacks,  which 
he  can  anticipate,  and  generally  is  able  to  reach  his  home  before  be- 
coming insensible. 

The  fits  recur  only  about  once  in  two  months,  and  his  mental  faculties 
are  less  impaired.  Much  good  has  been  accomplished,  in  this  case,  by 
carefully  watching  the  condition  of  the  alimentary  canal  and  the  timely 
use  of  laxatives 

A  second  case  bearing  upon  this  subject  has  recently  come  to  my 
notice.  A  few  months  ago,  a  family  removed  to  this  city  from 
Cincinnati.  One  of  the  number,  a  young  man,  aged  17,  has  had  epilepsy 
five  years.  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  A.^  an  older  brother,  who  is  an 
intelligent  druggist,  that  he  had  scarlatina  ten  years  ago,  from  which  he 
slowly  recovered.  Soon  after  convalescence,  he  began  to  complain 
of  feverishness,  attended  with  a  flushed  countenance.  These  attacks 
were  only  occasional  at  first,  and  lasting  but  a  short  time.  He  was 
treated,  by  different  medical  men,  with  antip^iodics  and  tonics, but 
with  no  permanent  effect. 

Finally,  these  symptoms  gradually  merged  into  confirmed  epilepsy. 
Soon  after  coming  here,  Mr.  A.  put  up,  as  he  informs  me,  the  following 
combination,  upon  his  own  responsibility : — 

5     Potassii  Bromidi,  )  ^  . 

Ammonii    "  j      • "      ^  ^' 

Fluid  Ext.  Valerian, !  uj- 

Aquas  Purse, §  xiij. 

StrychnisB   Sul., gr.  j. 

M.  Sig.  Tablespoonful  three  times  daily.  Very  soon  after  its  use 
was  commenced,  the  fits  became  less  frequent,  so  that  instead  of  five  or 
more  in  a  day,  he  had  but  one  in  three  weeks. 

In  less  than  a  month  after,  however,  he  began  to  show  signs  of  mental 
excitement ;  and,  one  day,  a  servant  ran  hurriedly  to  announce  to  Mr. 
A.,  that  "  Will  had  gone  crazy.'* 

Dr.  Boynton,  whose  ofiice  stood  adjoining  the  house,  was  requested 
to  see  him  and  at  once  decided  that  he  was  laboring  under  the  effects 
of  the  brotnide. 

He  was  very  much  excited,  and  drove  his  mother  and  sister  from  the 
house.     Complained  of  an  unpleasant  sensation  in  the  forehead,  extend- 
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log  towards  the  left  orbit  He  was  inclined  to  run  about,  and  there 
were  also  involuntary  and  convulsive  movements  of  the  lower  limbs. 
He  would  run  about  in  a  circle  and  kick  at  both  persons  and  things. 

This  continued  for  some  hours;  but  the  exhibition  of  a  full  doee 
of  powdered  opium  soon  produced  quiet. 

Since  that  time  (which  was  a  month  or  more  ago),  he  has  been  more 
free  from  fits  than  for  a  long  time. 

I  have  suggested,  in  this  case,  a  continuance  of  the  bromide,  in 
doses  of  eight  or  ten  grains,  three  times  daily.  The  question  might 
arise  whether  the  convulsive  movements  of  the  limbs  and  disposition 
to  kick  and  run  about  were  not  the  effects  of  strychnine.  The  dose  was 
but  3,  part  of  a  grain,  and  cannot  be  considered  excessive. — Chicago 
Medical  Uxaminer,  June,  1870. 
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Therapetitics  and  Materia  Medica. 

Purpura  Hsmorrhaoioa,  with  the  History  of  a  Case. — Dr 
Joseph  Lindsat,  communicates  to  the  Journal  of  Cutaneous  Medicine 
for  June,  the  following  case:     Late  on  the  night  of  March  11th  1  was 

requested  to  visit  Miss This  young  lady  had  a  molar  tooth  extracted 

on  the  previous  day,  and  there  was  considerable  hemorrhage  from  the 
socket,  which  had  increas^  in  severity  up  to  the  time  of  my  visit 

On  examining  the  mouth  of  my  patient  I  found  that  the  gums  were 
soft  and  spongy,  and  from  the  sockets  of  some  teeth,  which  had  been 
extracted  several  months  previously,  a  fungus,  elevated  and  bleeding, 
was  projecting.  As  some  cases  of  purpura  hemorrhagica  had  come 
under  my  notice  in  hospital  practice,  I  suspected  that  my  patient  might 
be  laboring  under  that  disease,  and  on  examination  found  distinct  purple 
spots  scattered  over  both  arms. 

The  patient  had  noticed  these  spots  some  days  before,  but  as  she  felt 
in  ordinary  health,  did  not  think  them  of  consequence,  and  in  no  way 
connected  them  with  her  present  illness. 

The  patient  is  a  well-formed  woman  of  28  years.  She  has  never 
menstruated,  but,  with  that  exception,  has  enjoyed  good  health  until 
about  eighteen  months  ago.  From  that  time  up  to  the  date  of  my  visit, 
she  has  suffered  from  dyspepsia,  and  occasional  hysterical  paroxysms; 
On  more  minute  examination,  I  found  that  the  spots  were  small,  soft» 
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persistent  on  pressure,  and  of  a  deep  purple  tint.      They  were  confined 
entirely  to  the  extremities. 

in  reply  to  my  inquiries,  the  patient's  mother  informed  me  that  there 
!iad  been  considerable  bloody  discharge  from  the  vagina  that  afternoon ; 
this  discharge  was  not  preserved,  and  I  requested  that  any  which  might 
occur  again  should  be  retained  for  my  inspection.  The  pulse  was  80, 
strong  &tid  full,  and  the  patient  was  entirely  free  from  pain  or  sickness. 
I  directed  that  she  should  be  left  quiet  in  bed,  and  ordered  a  teaspoonful 
pf  the  mixture  marked  (a)  every  two  hours,  and  half  a  wineglassful 
of  the  mixture  marked  (b)  every  four  hours. 

5     (*)    Acidi  citrici, 3  iv. 

Syrupi  rhoeados, f.  3  iU* 

Aquae  ad f.  i  iv.        M. 

g     (b)    Tinct.  ferri.  mur., f.  3  jj. 

Inf.  quassise, f.  §  viij.        M. 

12th,  10  A.  M. — Bleeding  from  the  gums  has  continued  without 
intermission  during  the  night,  and  upwards  of  three  pints  of  bloody 
discharge  have  passed  per  vagina  :  The  discharge  was  dark  in  color, 
and  showed  no  tendency  to  coagulate.  Tongue  coated  with  blood*; 
bowels  confined;  pulse  80,  and  of  fair  strength;  skin  cool.  To  have 
beef  tea  at  intervals  throughout  the  day,  and  a  tablespoonful  of  the 
subjoined  mixture  every  two  hours;  citric  acid  mixture  to  be  dis- 
<oon  tinned. 

^    J^     Acid  nit.  dil., f.  3  ij. 

Acid,  sulph.  dil., f.  3  ij. 

Syrup,  rhoeados, .' f.  |  ss. 

Inf.  ros.  comp.  ad f.  ?  viij.     M. 

Also  to  have  lemonade,  prepared  from  lemon  juice,  ad  libitum.  7  P.  M. 
< — Bleeding  from  gums  continues,  also  from  vagina,  and  there  has  been 
considerable  hematuria;  pulse  70,  weak.  •  To  have  a  glass  of  cl&ret 
(Bvery  three  hours  during  the  night.     Other  treatment  continued. 

13th.  Passed  a  very  restless  night.  Bleeding  from  the  gums  not 
diminished  in  quantity.  Complains  that  the  odor  of  the  blood  is  in- 
tolerable. Hemorrhage  from  vagina  and  urethra  slightly  diminished  in 
quantity.  Pulse  90,  very  weak ;  skin  cool ;  bowels  confined.  A  piece 
of  ice. to  be  sucked  during  the  dfty;  wine,  medicines,  etc.,  to  be  con- 
tinued ;  to  have — 

If,     01.  ricini,.. f.  3iv. 

Tinct.  rhei,  co. f.  3  ii. 

^quae  menth  pip.  ad 3  iss.    M. 

Ft.  haustus,  statim  sumendus. 


I 
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14th.  Bleeding  from  gums  and  vagina  much  diminished.  Spots 
still  distinct,  and  in  some  instances  they  have  coalesced.  Bowels  freely 
opened;  matter  ejected  dark  in  color,  but  free  from  blood.  Pulse 
seventy-six  weak.  She  has  taken  a  fair  quantity  of  nourishment,  and 
states  that  she  is  quite  comfortable,  and  free  from  pain  and  sickness. 
To  continue  medicines,  etc. 

15th.  Slept  four  hours  during  the  night;  complains  much  of  nausea 
and  headache,  and  severe  pain  in  the  back.  Fainted  on  attempting  to 
sit  up  in  bed  this  morning.  Hemorrhage  about  the  same  in  quantity 
as  on  previous  day.  Acid  mixture  to  be  taken  every  hour ;  tonic  every 
two  hours. 

16th.  Bleeding  from  gums  diminished.  Quantity  of  blood  passed 
from  vagina  reduced  to  eight  ounces,  last  twenty- four  hours.  Patient 
states  that  she  is  much  better ;  pulse  seventy-six,  weak ;  spots  distinct ; 
bowels  confiHed ;  repeat  castor  oil  draught,  and  continue  everything. 

17th  Bleeding  from  gums  still  continues,  and  occurs  at  intervals ; 
hemorrhage  from  vagina  inconsiderable ;  bowels  opened ;  ejected  matter 
dark  in  color,  but  free  from  blood ;  skin  cool ;  pulse  seventy-six,  and 
of  fair  strength.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  H.  Brown  I  directed  that 
tincture  of  ergot  should  be  administered  in  half-drachm  doses  every  two 
hours  for  twelve  hours.     Medicines,  wine  etc.,'  to  be  taken  as  before. 

18th.  Hemorrhage  has  entirely  ceased.  Patient  complains  of  noise 
in  the  head.  .  Tongue  coated  with  bloody  matter ;  skin  cool ;  bowels 
open;  pulse  eighty.  Tincture  of  ergot  to  be  discontinued.  Acid 
mixture  to  be  taken  every  four  hours. 

20th.  No  recurrence  of  hemorrhage.  Tongue  clean;  skin  cool, 
pulse  eighty  and  of  fair  strength ;  appetite  good ;  spots  still  distinct. 
Patient  feels  quite  comfortable.     Acid  mixture  discontinued. 

22d.  Spots  beginning  to  fade.  Patient  going  on  most  favorably. — 
Half-  Yearly  Compendium  of  Medical  Science^  J^7>  1870. 

Nature  and  Treatment  of  Croup. — In  an  Essay  read  before  the 
Kings  County  Medical  Society  and  published  in  the  Ifew  York  Medical 
Journal^  vol.  xi,  No.  5,  Dr.  J.  H.  Hobart  Burob,  of  Brooklyn,  pro- 
pounds the  following  propositions,  which  are  well  sustained  by 
arguments,  authorities,  and  cases : 

L    False  croup  is  a  simple  spasmodic  affection,  very  well  named 

laryngismus  stridulus.      It  is  rarely  if  ever  fatal,  and  would  hardly 

excite  apprehension  if  it  were  always  possible  to  distinguish  it,  and  to 

eel  sure  that  there  were  no  inflammatory  complications.     It  is  always 
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sudden,  generally  occurs  in  the  night,  is  frightful  to  witness,  and  di& 
tressing  to  experience. 

11.  True  croup  is  an  inflammation  of  the  tissues  lining  the  larynx 
and  trachea,  and  sometimes  extending  to  the  bronchial  ramifications. 
It  may  be  superficial,  involving  only  the  mucous  membrane,  or  it  may 
involve  the  subjacent  areolar  tissue. 

HI.  Efiusion  of  plastic  lymph,  coagulation,  and  consequent  formation 
of  false  membrane,  occur  in  about  one-sixth  of  all  the  cases  of  true 
croup. 

IV.  llie  popular  treatment  of  croup,  in  all  its  phases,  has  been,  and 
still  is,  in  my  opinion,  severe  and  full  of  danger. 

V.  Emetics  and  nauseants,  as  a  rule,  do  harm. 

VI.  If  the  stomach  be  ^U,  or  indigestible  food  have  been  recently 
taken,  a  single  emetic  may  be  given.  It  is,  however,  in  my  experience^ 
rarely  required. 

VII.  .  Give  a  dose  of  bromide  of  potassium  sufficient  to  quiet  all 
spasmodic  action — four  to  twenty  grains,  and  repeat  every  six  hours. 

VIII.  Give  one-half  to  one  teaspoonful  of  liquor  calcis  every  hour 
or  every  half  hour. 

IX.  Allow  the  patient  to  inhale  the  vapor  of  slacking  lime. 

X.  Take  equal  parts  of  impure  carbolic  acid  and  glycerine.  Pour 
upon  a  teaspoonful  of  this  mixture,  in  an  open  basin,  a  pint  of  boiling 
water.  Renew  this  every  four  hours,  and  allow  the  patient  to  inhale 
its  vapor  for  a  few  minutes.  Let  the  preparation  stand  in  the  room  till 
renewed. 

XI.  Give  an  enema  of  strong  hop-tea,  at  least  twice  a  day.  If  the 
child  be  costive,  add  to  the  first  enema  one  or  two  teaspoonf als  of  table, 
salt. 

XII.  .  Use  externally  some  gently  stimulating  and  anodyne  liniment 
I  prefer  linimentum  saponis,  slightly  animoniated,  §  ij.  tinct.  rad. 
aooniti,  |  ss.     Apply  this  with  a  camel's  hair  pencil. 

XIII.  Let  the  diet  be  meat,  broths,  and  milk,  or  milk-punch  and 
wine  whey.     Give  water  ad  iibiium. 

XIV.  As  a  rule,  I  am  opposed  to  topical  applications. 

XV.  Tracheotomy  is  unjustifiable,  except  as  a  dernier  reseort,  and 
even]]then  it  is  generally  a  forlorn  hope. — Sdlf-Yearfy  Compendium  of 
Medical  Science,  July,  1870. 
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SoABLST  Fbvbr. — Sir  William  Jenner,  Bart.,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S., 
Physician  in  Ordinary  to  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  discourses  in  thci 
Laneetj  as  follows,  with  reference  to  scarlet  fever :  What  is  the  treat- 
ment of  imcomplicated  scarlet  fever,  with  trifling  local  specific  process  ? 
For  the  poisoned  condition  of  the  system  we  have  no  remedy.  There 
are  those  who  say  ammonia  is  the  remedy ;  there  are  those  who  say  that 
hydrochloric  acid  is  the  remedy ;  and  so  on  with  a  variety  of  drugs. 
From  experience  we  have  no  remedy  for  the  general  disease.  We  can 
only  act  upon  the  broadest^  general  principles  of  calming  the  pati^it 
when  excited ;  of  stimulating  him  to  keep  the  heart  beating,  when  he 
is  excessively  weak ;  of  cooling  the  surface  when  the  heat  is  excessive. 
Give  the  patient  pure  fresh  air  to  breathe.  The  very  grave  cases  are 
hopeless  from  the  first.  For  the  mUd  cases  littl^  treatment  is  required. 
A  cool  room,  light  clothes,  unstimulating  diet,  a  mild  aperient,  chlorate 
of  potash,  which  seems  to  allay  the  irritation  or  inflammation  of  the 
throat.  Some  give  a  little  dilute  mineral  acid ;  sulphuric  acid  was  all 
that  used  to  be  employed  at  the  London  Fever  Hospital.  He  believes 
that  the  best  remedy  is  the  chlorate  of  potash  drink.  A  drachm  of  the 
salt  is  put  into  a  pint  of  barley  water,  and  the  patient  is  allowed  to  sip 
it  down  as  he  pleases. 

By  keeping  the  room  well  ventilated,  any  increase  of  fever  is  pre- 
vented, and  the  air  is  kept  pure.  The  state  of  the  urine,  the  skin,  and 
the  throat  must  be  watched  all  the  time.  Dr.  J.  in  concluding,  lays 
great  stress  upon  the  following :  changing  the  clothes  of  the  patient,  as 
well  as  noting  the  air  in  th^  room.  The  blankets  of  the  bed  should  be 
changed  frequently,  as  well  as  the  body  linen  and  sheets. — Med,  Gazette, 
— Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  June,  1870. 

Chloral  in  Pusrpxral  (Tonvulsioits. — ^Baron  Paul  von  Sergdewitz, 
of  Basle,  communicated  to  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London  a  case 
of  violent  convulsions  in  a  woman  suffering  from  endocarditis  subsequent 
to  delivery,  in  which  chloral  at  once  arrested  the  fits,  after  various  other 
remedies  had  been  used  in  vain. — British  Medical  Journal, 

Dr.  Milne  has  also  used  chloral  with  success  in  a  case  of  puerperal 
convulsions.  "  The  case,"  he  says,  **  was  a  purely  psychical  one,  due  to 
the  shock  of  a  sudden  loud,  and  unexpected  sound,  and  therefore  well 
fitted  to  test  the  powers  of  the  medicine,  these  cases  being  deemed 
rather  obstinate.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  no  albuminuria,  and 
the  absence  of  this  complication  lessened,  in  some  degree,  the  seriousnesa 
of  the  case,  and  increased  its  amenableness  to  remedies.  The  benefit 
I  obtained  from  the  chloral  was  considerable,  although  not  sufficient,  in 
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my  estimation,  to  send  one  into  ecstacies,  or  impress  one  with  the  belief 
that  a  novel  cure  had  been  brought  before  us,  of  unexampled  power." 
— Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  May,  1870. 

Dr.  X.,  of  Bapaume,  communicated  to  the  Imperial  Surgical  Society 
(March  23,  1870,)  through  M.  Demarquay,  a  very  interesting  case 
of  puerperal  eclampsia  in  a  primipara.  The  convulsions  came  on 
during  labor,  and  continued  after  delivery.  All  the  ordinary  remedies 
having  failed  to  afford  relief,  chloral  was  had  recourse  to,  in  increasing 
doses,  commencing  with  four  grammes.  When  the  dose  reached  six 
grammes,  the  patient  fell  into  a  deep  and  quiet  sleep,  which  continued 
for  twelve  hours.  After  awakening  she  had  slight  attacks,  which  were 
relieved  by  chloral,  and  complete  recovery  ensued. — V  Union  Med, 
— Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  August,  1870. 


On  the  Use  of  Electricity  usr  Obstetrics. — Dr.  de  St.  Germain, 
surgeon  to  the  Lying-in-Hospital,  has  recently  been  conducting  a  series 
of  experiments  with  electricity,  as  an  obstetric  agent,  and  he  thus  sums 
up  the  results  in  a  communication  brought  forward  at  the  Imperial 
Society  of  Surgery  : — 

1.  We  have  not  been  able  in  any  one  case  to  produce  uterine  con- 
tractions, when  they  had  not  already  appeared  of  their  own  accord. 

2.  Whenever  labor  had  commenced,  and  the  contractions  were 
succeeding  each  other  i^t  intervals  of  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the  ap- 
plication of  electricity  to  the  lateral  walls  of  the  abdomen  produced  a 
considerable  amelioration  of  the  uterine  contractions,  after  the  lapse  of 
only  ten  minutes. 

8.  We  have  also  stated  that  each  contraction  excited  by  electricity 
was  much  longer  and  more  painful  than  the  others. 

4.  The  dilation  of  the  cervix  seemed  to  press  constantly  with 
rapidity  under  the  influence  of  galvanic  excitement. 

5.  In  all  the  cases  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta  immediately 
followed  that  of  the  child. 

6.  In  two  instances  only  we  observed  a  slightly  bluish  hue  on  the 
skin  of  the  child ;  but  this  might  have  been  attributed  to  cyanosis, 
brought  on  by  circular  constriction. — Lancet, — Buffalo  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  June,  1870. 


The  Chloride  of  Potassium  as  a  Substitute  for  the  Bromide. 
— The  well  known  physiological  observations  which  have  caused  the 
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action  of  the  bromide  to  be  attributed  to  the  potassium,  induced  Dr. 
Sanders  to  inquire  into  the  effects  of  the  other  combinations  in  the  treat- 
ment of  epilepsy.  The  chloride  was  found  to  have  the  same  effect 
as  the  bromide,  and  thus  far  no  case  has  been  observed  in  which  the 
chloride  having  proved  inefficient,  the  bromide  afterwards  had  any  more 
effect.  No  disagreeable  secondary  effects  have  been  observed.  It  has 
been  found  that  smaller  doses  of  the  chloride  will  suffice,  in  order  to 
administer  the  same  quantity  of  potassium,  than  when  the  bromide  is 
employed. — St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. — Northwestern  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  June,  1870. 


Treatment  of  Gonorrhcea. — M.  Cullerier  gives  for  the  aborative 
treatment  of  gonorrhoea,  large  doses  of  copaiba — from  four  to  five 
drachms  a  day.  This  is  continued  for  four  or  five  days  after  the  dis- 
charge disappears.  When  the  inflammatory  stage  is  over,  he  uses  the 
following  injection  to  complete  the  cure : 

Sulphate  of  Zinc,  Sugar  of  Lead,  iia.  gr.  xv.     Water,  f.  oz.  iv.  M. 

S. — Inject  twice  daily. 

Or,  Alum,  dr.  ss.     Water,  f.  oz,  iv.  M. 

S. — Use  an  injection  twice  daily. — Baltimore  Med.  Bulletin^ — North- 
western.  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  June,  1870. 


Antidote  for  Poisoning  by  Phosphorus. — ^The  essence  of  turpentine 
is  an  antidote  for  poisoning  by  phosphorus.  Let  all  remember  this 
when  a  child  accidentally  helps  itself  to  matches. — Oregon  Med.  and 
Surg,  Reporter,  May,  1870, 

BiLiART  Calculi. — Dr.  Barclay  {Dublin  Press)  thinks  that  two  or 
three  drops  of  chloroform,  taken  three  or  four  times  a  day,  is  an 
admirable  solvent  for  biliary  calculi. — Oregon  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter,  May,  1870. 


Chloral  is  most  conveniently  exhibited  in  the  form  of  a  mixture 
containing  not  over  40  grains  to  the  fluid  ounce,  simple  syrup  flavored 
with  peppermint  being,  perhaps,  the  best  vehicle. — Druggists^  Circular 
and  Chemical  Gazette,  May,  1870. 
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CLOVER  IN  CANCER. 


Dr.  Needham,  Mitchell,  Mitchell  Co.,  Iowa,  advises  the  use  of  clover 
in  cancer.  He  writes  us  that  he  had  himself  been  afflicted  for  some 
years  with  a  cancer,  which  obstinately  resisted  all  medication,  and  which 
he  feared  would  soon  terminate  his  life,  but  that  he  is  now  almost  cured) 
dating  his  improvement  from  the  time  he  commenced  taking  the  fluid 
extract  of  clover.  He  says  that  his  observation  of  its  efficacy  to 
combat  cancer,  is  not  confined  to  his  own  ease,  but  that  he  has  given 
the  drug  to  others  similarly  diseased,  where  its  use  was  attended  with 
the  happiest  results. 


-«-♦- 


ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


This  Institution  commenced  its  33rd  annual  course  of  Lectures,  on 
Tuesday  the  6th  ultimo.  The  class  in  attendance  is  larger  than  for 
many  years  past.  Professor  Peaslee  is  now  engaged  in  the  delivering 
his  most  valuable  course  on  the  ''  Diseases  of  Women." 

There  seems  to  be  a  determination  on  the  part  of  those  now  concerned 
in  the  management  of  this  College  to  surround  it  with  every  facility 
which  the  student  of  medicine  may  require  for  his  improvement  in  the 
theory  and  practice  of  our  professiob,  and  on  the  present,  aaan  antetype 
of  the  future  of  this  Institution  we  predict  an  early  realization  of  all 
they  may  hope  for. 


I  •  ^  •  I 


EXTRACT  OF  DANDELION  MADE  FROM  THE  EVER. 

GREENS  OF  VERMONT. 


Editors  Journal  Materia  Medica  : .  i 

Dear  Sirs — 

I  send  you  herewith  a  sample  of  Ext.  Dandelion,  so- 
called,  which  has  been  furnished  me,  made  in  Vermont  from  a  residuum 
in  the  distillation  of  Oil  of  Fir.  They  put  into  the  kettle  in  which  this 
stuff  is  boiled  down,  a  few  Dandelion  tops  and  roots  as  dug  up  in  the 
fields,  to  give  it  a  flavor,  and  you  will  observe  that  it  has  a  little  of 


mUarial  849 

the  odor  of  Dandelion  Ext.  which  has  been  burned ;  by  heating,  the 
balsamio  odor  is  more  developed.  I  should  like  you  to  publish  this 
fraud  in  your  Journal,  and  also  give  it  some  chemical  examination  if 
you  can,  such  an  one  as  will  enable  persons  who  are  liable  to  be  de- 
ceived to  detect  the  deception.  A  prominent  manufacturing  house  in 
Philadelphia,  I  am  told,  has  purchased  2,000  pounds,  through  their 
agent  in  New  York,  at  14  to  20  cents  per  pound,  and  their  card  rate 
for  the  same  is  f  2.00 — a  very  nice  profit  for  us  doctors  to  pay. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

L. 


Editorial  .Remarks  : 

The  label  upon  the  jar  received  is  as  follows :  **  This  is  a  sample 
of  the  celebrated  Ext.  Taraxacum,  manufactured  in  Vermont,  from  the 
substance  or  residuum  that  remains  after  distillation  of  oil  of  Fir, 
mixed  with  a  small  quantity  of  Dandelion  roots  and  tops,  to  give  a 
slight  flavor  of  Dandelion.  This  brings  in  market  from  14  to  20  cents 
per  pound." 

This  is  no  new  dodge.  It  is  well  known  that  all  kinds  of  what  are 
called  Common  Extracts  are  put  upon  the  market  from  the  East,  but 
we  did  not  know  before  what  constituted  the  base,  although  they  have 
a  tarry  appearance.  This  is  now  fully  explained.  All  such  Extracts  are 
totally  inert  and  unfit  for  use,  and  their  consumption  has  been  and  is 
large,  be  it  said  to  the  discredit  of  many  Doctors  who  buy  them  because 
they  are  cheap,  and  druggists  sell  them  because  they  buy  them  at  a 
low  price  and  sell  for  a  large  profit,  and  yet  at  a  less  price  .that  an 
article  which  conscientiously  represents  the  properties  of  the  crude 
material. 

Dandelion  Extract  made  from  the  whole  plant  is  prepared  by  crush- 
ing the  recent  plant  well- washed,  to  a  pulp,  expressing  the  juice,  which 
is  of  a  light  brown  color,  treating  the  pulp  with  diluted  alcohol  and 
again  expressing,  and  then  with  weaker  spirit  until  it  contains  no  bitter- 
ness.    These  various  liquors  are  then  mixed  and  concentrated  in  vacuo. 

When  finished  it  has  a  brown  color,  with  a  tart  and  bitter  taste,  and 
when  worked  or  pulled  assumes  a  much  lighter  color. 

When  made  from  the  root  only,  after  expressing  the  juice  of  the 
crushed  root,  the  pulp  is  treated  with  strong  alcohol  and  afterwards 
with  diluted  alcohol.  The  product  in  this  case  has  a  light  brown  color, 
with  a  taste  slightly  acid  and  more  bitter  than  the  other. 

The  sample  above  referred  to  treated  with  strong  alcohol  yields  a 
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lai^e  amount  of  a  black  resinous  matter  exhaling  a  decided  odor  of 
pitchy  in  every  respect  unlike  the  resin  obtained  from  Danc^elion  root 
and  possessing  none  of  its  sensible  properties.  We  have  not  time 
before  going  to  press  to  fully  complete  the  comparative  examination^ 
but  have  proceeded  far  enough  to  determine  definitely  that  it  contains 
really  none  of  the  properties  or  characteristics  of  Dandelion,  and  to 
state  advisedly  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  outrageous  impositions  on  the 
profession  and  the  public,  that  we  have  had  occasion  to  investigate  and 
expose.  How  long  such  frauds  will  continue  to  be  perpetrated  depends 
entirely  upon  the  medical  profession,  who  by  throwing  the  worthless 
stuff  back  on  the  hands  of  those  who  manufacture  and  sell  it,  at  a  loss 
to  them,  may  by  this  means  force  them  into  a  line  of  honesty  and  fair 
dealing* 

There  is  upon  the  market  and  largely  imported,  an  article  represented 
as  Extract  of  Dandelion,  made  from  the  Cichorium  Intybus  or  Chicory, 
called  by  some,  English  Dandelion,  a  gross  misuse  of  terms,  as  the 
plant  from  which  it  is  made  does  not  belong  to  the  same  genus  with  the 
Leoniodon  Taraxacum,  It  possesses  a  bitter  taste,  is  of  light  brown 
color,  and  yields  a  large  proportion  of  extractive  matter.  Pareira 
says  that  its  use  as  a  medicine  has  been  discontinued,  from  the  fact  that 
when  protracted  it  is  found  to  injure  the  digestive  organs.  This  article 
is  largely  used  in  the  adulteration  of  coffee,  and  is  an  elegant  article 
for  addition  to  an  every  day  beverage,  or  for  use  as  a  medicinal  agent 
in  cases  of  indigestion  and  liver  complaint. 

Eds. 


Messrs.  Editors  : 

Some  time  since  you  called  attention  to  the  tendency  to 
adulterate  Fluid  Extracts  and  to  make  them  of  less  strength  than  the 
standard  one  ounce  of  crude  material  to  the  fluid  ounce,  and  it  was 
stated  that  in  some  instances,  they  did  not  reach  the  average  strength- 
of  tinctures. 

I  have  observed  carefully  the  effects  of  two  narcotic  extracts,  and 
will  here  give  you  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  use  of  one — Belladonna. 
I  had  a  case  of  a  middle-aged  person,  troubled  with  severe  paroxysms 
of  neuralgia,  and  I  decided  to  make  a  full  impression  with  Belladonna. 
I  began  with  the  dose  as  given  in  your  Book  of  Formulas,  and  waited 
six  hours  for  its  characteristic  effect  on  the  eye.  Finding  none,  I 
doubled  the  dose  with  similar  result,  and  finally  increased  it  to  twenty- 
four  drops  without  producing  the  effect  I  had  observed  in  former  case& 
from  an  administration  of  the  minimum  dose.     It  then  occurred  to  me 


Mitarial  351 

% 

0 

to  copsult  the  apothecary  and  discover  whose  preparation  I  was  using. 
I  found  that  it  was  an  article  manufactured  by  a  wholesale  druggist,  in 
a  Western  city,  heretofore  unknown  to  me.  The  label  on  the  bottle 
was  inscribed :  "  By  percolation  without  heat."  I  told  him  it  was 
simply  worthless,  and  asked  him  why  he  sold  such  an  article  to  those 
most  affected  by  its  action  and  most  interested  in  its  application.  He 
stated  that  it  had  been  recommended  to  him  (to  use  his  own  words) 
as  ^'  much  superior  "  and  he  had  so  considered  it. 

I  went  at  once  to  an  apothecary  and  procured  some  of  Tilden 
&  Co.'s  Fluid  Extract  of  Belladonna,  and  on  administering  it  to  my 
patient,  foimd  that  its  minimum  dose  produced  the  full  effect  required. 
This  is  my  experience,  and  1  doubt  not  is  that  of  many  other  physi- 
cians, who,  from  some  cause  or  other,  hesitate  to  publish  the  facts.  I 
learned  aflerward  that  the  apothecary  purchased  this  article  at  the  pit- 
iful sum  of  25  cents  less  per  jpound  than  he  could  have  procured  Tildens, 
and  for  this  paltry  consideration  he  was  willing  to  jeopardize  the  health 
and  life  of  his  patrons,  and  the  professional  reputation  of  the  prac- 
titioner who  by  force  of  circumstances  is  compelled  to  rely  upon  his 
honesty  and  conscientiousness — at  best  a  short-sighted  policy,  as  it  is 
certain  of  ultimate  detection. 

All  remedial  agents — and  especially  fluid  extracts — are  too'  im- 
portant to  be  tampered  or  trifled  with.  Particularly  may  this  be  said 
of  the  narcotics,  and  I  think  you  would  be  doing  a  real  service  to  the 
profession  and  the  public  by  exposing  such  frauds  in  the  columns  of 
your  valuable  Journal — and  by  imparting  such  facts  and  information 
as  will  enable  them  to  guard  against  their  repetition. 

E.  L.  J. 


Editorial  Remarks  : 


The  adulteration  of  Fluid  Extracts,  or  to  speak  more  correctly, 
the  disposition  to  make  them  improperly  and  of  reduced  strength,  is 
becoming  as  serious  a  matter  as  the  adulteration  of  Solid  Extracts,  and 
one  which  should  equally  engage  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession. 
The  officinal  tinctures  used  in  general  practice,  are  generally  of  the 
strength  of  two  Troy  ounces  of  the  crude  material  to  one  pint  of 
menstruum  used — which  bears  proportion  of  twelve  and  one-half  per 
cent  of  crude  material  to  the  quantity  made,  and  should  have  that 
relative  quantity  of  active  principle,  if  the  drug  used  is  properly  and 
thoroughly  exhausted.  It  being  a  common  practice  in  Pharmacy  to 
prepare  tinctures  by  a  simple  dilution  or  reduction  of  Fluid  Extracts, 
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it  beoomes  incambent  on  all  interested  to  guard  against  any  informalitj 
or  iregularity  in  the  manufacture  of  the  latter. 

B7  repeated  experiments  with  large  and  small  quantities,  we  have, 
as  regards  all  the  narcotics,  determined  the  average  amount  of  alkaloid 
contained  in  sixteen  Troj  ounces  of  the  crude  material.  We  have  ex- 
amined and  are  still  examining  a  large  variety  of  narcotic  tinctures, 
procured  from  the  best  apothecaries  in  our  leading  cities — and  com- 
paring them  with  tinctures  made  by  ourselves,  strictly  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  U.  S.  P.,  find  them  of  equal,  or  closely  ap- 
proximate strength — but  still  deficient,  inasmuch  as  the  active  principle 
is  not  fully  extracted,  by  from  10  to  25  per  cent,  showing  faultiness  in 
in  the  processes  used,  as  not  leading  to  perfect  exhaustion. 

We  have  also  made  analyses  of  a  large  number  of  narcotic  fluid  Ex- 
tracts, and  in  the  case  of  one  to  which  our  attention  was  particularly 
called,  Belladonna,  we  have  tested  over  twenty  specimens  of  various 
manufactures,  with  results  that  were  surprising,  the  per-centage  of 
strength  as  compared  with  an  Extract  properly  made,  and  representing 
all  the  alkaloid  of  the  plant,  varying  as  indicated  by  the  following 
figures : 

77  36J  48  37J  83J  83  63 

47  2^  b^  30  38f        28^ 

Concentrated  Tinctures, 26.7 

Selebrile  Elixirs, 16. 

Glycerine  Extracts,  (process  without  heat)   -        -  26. 

Cold  Expressed  and  Displaced, 14.18. 

It  will  be  seen  that  some  are  weaker  than  tinctures.  It  is  an  easy 
matter  for  the  profession  to  estimate  what  these  cost  them,  when  ad- 
ministered to  produce  a  given  effect,  compared  with  those  which  prop- 
erly represent  the  crude  article. 

More  concerning  this  subject  in  our  next  issue. 


^•^ 
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JUNIPERUS  SABINA. 

{Common  Savin,) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.,  D. 


"  Natural  Order. — ^PinacesB. 

Linnaeus  and  Jussieu  placed  this  Genus  in  Natural  Order, 
Coniferae.  .  Juniperus,  according  to  the' sexual  system,  belongs 
to  the  class  Dweda^  order  Monadelphia, 

Generic  Character. — Dioecious,  rarely  monoecious.  Staminate 
flowers — ament  ovate,  whorled;  scales  peltate;'  anthers  4  to  8. 
Pistillate  flowers — calyx  3-parted;  petals  3;  styles  8;  berry  1  or 
2-seeded,  consisting  of  the  unequal  tubercles  of  the  calyx.  (Nut 
bony,  1-celled,  with  balsamy  glands  at  the  basa) 

Specific  Character. — A  small  bushy  shrub.  Leaves  small, 
ovate,  convex,  densely  imbricated,  erect,  decurrent,  opposite,  gland- 
ular. Galbulus  round,  purple,  somewhat  smaller  than  that  of 
juniper. 

Habitat. — Asiatic  Eussia  and  southern  parts  of  Europe. 

Properties. — Emmenagogue,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  anthelmintic 
and  aborativa      Physiological  effects  according   to   Pereira: — 
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"  Oil  of  savin,  the  active  principle  of  the  herb,  is  a  powerful 
local  irritant  When  applied  to  the  skin,  it  acts  as  a  rubefacient 
and  vesicant  On  wounds  and  ulcers  its  operation  is  that  of  an 
acrid  (not  chemical)  caustic.  Swallowed  in  laige  doses,  it  occasions 
vomiting,  purging,  and  other  symptoms  of  gastro-intestinal  in- 
flammation. The  emmenagogue  power  of  savin  is  fully  established. " 

Officinal  Parts. — Twigs  or  tops,  which  consist  of  the  young 
branches  with  their  attached  leaves.  When  dried  of  a  yellowish- 
green,  and  less  active,  and  odorous  than  when  iresh. 

History. — Juniperus,  Lat  juvenisj  young,  and  pario  to  bring 
forth,  because  it  produces  young  fruit  while  the  old  ones  are 
ripening;  or  from  the  Celtic  word  jenuprus.  signifying  rough  or 
ruda  Of  ancient  writers,  Dioecorides,  as  quoted  by  Stilly  was  the 
first  to  describe  the  qualities  of  savine.  The  leaves,  he  says,  are 
capable  of  arresting  the  progress  of  phagedenic  ulcers ;  they  form 
with  honey  an  excellent  cosmetic,  and  promote  the  cure  of  car- 
buncles. An  infusion  of  them  in  wine  causes  bloody  urine,  and 
applied  as  a  fomentation  to  the  belly  of  pregnant  women  they 
produce  abortion.  Galen's  account  of  this  agent  corresponds  with 
that  of  Dioscorides.      Dr.  Stilld,  vol.  1,  p.  408,  remarks: — 

"  He  (Galen)  dwells  "particularly  on  its  use  in  gangrenous  sores 
of  an  indolent  character,  and  states  that  on  account  of  its  volatile 
constituents  it  excites  the  menses  more  powerfully  than  any  other 
agent,  provokes  bloody  urine,  destroys  the  life  of  the  foetus,  and 
causes  its  expulsion.  Very  similar  virtues  are  ascribed  to  savine 
by  Ehazes  and  other  Arabian  writers,  one  of  whom  warns  against 
the  use  of  the  ijiedicine,  by  females  of  an  ardent  temperament 
Another  recommends  a  preparation  of  it  in  vinegar,  as  a  remedy 
lor  alopecia.  Other  ancient  authors  speak  of  the  use  of  savine 
ointment  in  chronic  gout  and  rheumatism.  But  it  was  most 
celebrated  for  its  emmenagogue  properties,  which  were  habitually 
invoked  for  the  criminal  purpose  of  destroying  the  product  of 
conception  in  order  to  conceal  incontinency,  or  to  escape  the 
incumbrance  of  a  family.  In  later  times  this  property  has  been 
denied  to  savine  by  various  authors  of  weight  and  reputation,  but 
the  proofs  of  its  reality  are  unequivocal  and  conclusive 

Notwithstanding  that  this  ever-green  shrub  is  admitted  to  be  a 
native  of  Europe,  it  is  reported  as  growing  wild  in  the  vicinity  of 
our  northwester^  lakes. 
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Action. — On  Animals. — From  various  experiments  of  Orfila 
and  others  on  dogs  and  other  animals,  this  agent  must  be  admitted 
to  possess  powerfal  irritant  properties.  Two  or  three  drachms 
of  powdered  savine,  mixed  with  food  and  given  to  a  dog,  has 
caused  the  death  of  the  animal. 

Dr.  Stills  sts|,tes : — "The  German  horse  dealers  are  said  to  ad- 
minister this  substance  to  their  animals  for  the  purpose  of  making 
them  lively  and  spirited.''  The  oil  of  savine  is  a  powerful  poison ; 
being  absorbed  into-  the  system,  its  odor  becomes  apparent  in  the 
cavities  of  the  body,  blood,  breath  and  urine. 

On  Man. — Savine  or  its  volatile  oil,  applied  to  the  skin,  or  to 
wounds,  produces  inflammation. 

Internally  small  doses  of  the  leaves  or  oil,  augment  slightly  the 
amount  of  urine.  Moderately  large  doses  ate  apt  to  produce  some 
disturbance  of  the  stomach ;  *  but  if  they  are  repeated,  arterial 
excitement  ensues,  the  quantity  of  urine  and  the  desire  of  voiding 
it  are  both  increased,  and  the  menstrual  flow  is  apt  to  be  brought 
on,  or  if  present,  to  be  augmented.  Still  larger  doses  produce 
general  distress,  pain  in  the  stomach,  vomiting,  diarrhoea,  strong 
excitement  of  the  circulation,  and  local  sanguineous  congestions. 
Sometimes  the  urine  is  bloody.  In  cases  of  still  greater  or  of  mortal 
violence  the  stools  are  bloody,  and  symptoms  of  intestinal  inflam- 
mation are  developed.  In  pregnant  females,  abortion  is  apt  to 
occur.  After  death,  inflammation  of  the  intestines  is  discovered, 
and  sometimes  congestion  of  the  brain. 

Dr.  Stills  observes : — "  A  case  is  reported  by  Mohrenheim,  of  a 
pregnant  female  who  took  an  infusion  of  savine  to  produce 
abortion,  f  It  caused  incessant  vomiting,  and  some  days  afterwards 
excruciating  pains,  abortion,  flooding,  and  death.  Eupture  of  the 
gall-bladder  was  found  on  examination  of  the  body,  and  an  effusion 
of  bile  in  the  abdominal  cavity  with  peritonitia  Many  other 
illustrations  might  be  adduced  of  the  extreme  danger  to  life,  of  using 
large  doses  of  this  medicine.  In  most  of  them  signs  of  a  violent 
inflammation  of  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane  and  of  the 
peritoneum  were  detected  after  death.  Notwithstanding  the  almost 
certainly  fatal  consequences  of  producing  abortion  by  means  of 

*.StiU^,  V.  i,  p.  409. 
.  f  Murray,  Apparat.  Med.,  i,  59. 
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savine,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  much  more  frequently 
employed  than  is  commonly  imagined  for  criminal  purposes,  but 
fortunately  in  sueh  doses  as  fail  of  their  purpose  and  only  produce 
instead,  severe  vomiting  and  purging. 

Knopp  relates  the  case  of  an  infant  who  died  from  inhaling  the 
fumes  of  a  bottle  of  oil  of  saving  which  had  been  left  open  near  its 
cradle  all  night,  after  having  been  used  to  bathe  the  child's  hip." 

Therapeutic  Uses. 

Amenorrho^a. — Dr.  Waring  states  that  this  agent  has  long  been 
known  as  one  of  influence  in  amenorrhcea.  Dr.  Home  *  of 
Edinburgh,  who  employed  savine  successfully  in  four  cases, 
observes  that  it  is  chiefly  useful  in  those  cases  which  are  unattended 

by  fever,  and  in  which  the  circulation  is  languid ;  but  that  it  is 
inadmissible  in  plethoric  cases.  He  advises  depletion  and  anti- 
phlogistic regimen  previous  to  its  use.  He  employed  the  powdered 
leaves,  in  doses  of  3i-3i  twice  daily.  It  may  be  administered 
in  infusion,  or  the  oil,  gutt  ij-vj,  may  be  exhibited  on  sugar.  Dr. 
Pereira,  as  quoted  by  Waring,  confirms  the  observations  of  Dr. 
Home,  and  states  that,  in  his  experience,  savine  is  the  most  certain 
and  powerful  emmenagogue  in  the  whole  Materia  Medica;  and 
adds,  that  he  has  never  seen  any  ill  effects  from  its  usa  He 
employs  the  oil  as  preferable  over  all  other  preparations  in  the 
treatment  of  amenorrhcea,  and  in  doses  of  &om  two  to  six  drops 
diffused  in  a  mucilaginous  or  oleaginous  mixture. 

J)r.  Stills  observes,  voL  1,  p.  410 : — "  Savine  is  particularly  called 
for  in  cases  for  which  uterine  stimulants  are  appropriate,  but  as  it 
is  perhaps  the  most  powerful  agent  of  the  class  it  must  be  very 
circumspectly  used.  Nearly  all  writers  of  enlarged  experience 
concur  in  attributing  to  the  medicine  very  decided  emmeJigogue 
powers."  According  to  CuUen,  it  shows  a  more  powerful  de- 
termination to  the  uterus  than  any  other  plant  he  employed,  f 
The  cases  of  amenorrhcea  to  which  this  agent  seems  most  ap- 
propriate, are  thus  described  by  Vogt  X  They  occur  in  persons  of  a 
torpid  and  relaxed  constitution,  and  disposed  to  mucous  ac- 
cumulations, and  blennorrhoeal  discharges ;  in  other  words,  tliere  is 

*  Clinical  Experiments,  p.  387. 

f  Mat.  MecL,  ii.  366. 

X  Pharmacodynamik,  ii.  182. 
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a  general  atony  of  the  system  in  which  the  uterus  participates,  and 
of  which  the  capital  sign  is  leucorrhoea,  occurring  exclusively  or  in 
an  aggravated  degree,  about  the  catamenial  period 

Intermittent  Fever. — Dr.  Geo.  B.  Willson,  of  Port  Huron, 
Michigan,  *  states: — "To-day  I  was  reading  Taylor's  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  4:th  edition,  and  found,  under  the  article  savine,  ^ 
case  where  a  medical  man  was  transported,  for  having  administered 
the  oil  in  doses  of  14  drops  to  a  pregnant  female,  although  it 
would  appear  that  he  was  ignorant  of  her  pregnant  condition.  I 
say  it  would  appear  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  fact,  for  the  female's 
evidence  went  to  prove  such  ignorance,  and  his  conviction  of  a 
criminal  intention  rested  mostly  upon  moral  evidence.  The  female 
had  told  him  that  she  had  an  affection  of  the  heart  and  liver,  and 
he  did  just  as  any  one  would,  he  decided  that  she  did  not  know 
what  was  the  matter ;  and  finding  the  catamenia  suppressed,  he 
probably  attributed  the  whole  difficulty  to  that,  and  prescribed  the 
oil  in  powerful  emmenagogue  doses.  On  the  whole,  I  think  he  was 
Very  unjustly  dealt  with,  and  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  medical 
witnesses — that  such  doses  were  never  prescribed  except  for 
purposes,  of  abortion — savors  of  that  malicious  spirit  of  envy  which, 
to  the  disgrace  of  the  profession,  is  so  often  found  to  take  the  place 
of  fraternal  sympathy." 

It  occurred  to  me  that  I  would  put  on  record  a  case  which  may 
help  to  neutralize  such  evidence  hereafter.  It  is  as  follows : — An 
acquaintance  of  mine,  whose  son  had  been  for  some  months 
troubled  with  frequently  recurring  attacks  of  intermittent  fever, 
called  at  my  office,  one  evening,  and  said  that  for  a  few  weeks  past 
the  intermittent  had  not  returned ;  that  he  was  told  that  40  drops 
of  the  oil  of  savine,  given  with  a  little  sugar,  was  a  specific  for 
recurring  ague;  and  he  had  accordingly  given  him  40  drops  on  a 
lump  of  sugar,  since  which  time  the  ague  had  not  relumed.  I 
expressed  my  surprise  at  the  extent  of  the  dose,  and  inquired  as  to 
the  effects.  He  said  he  gave  it  as* the  chill  came  on,  and  he  observed 
no  effects  more  than  if  he  had  taken  a  glass  of  any  hot  stuff.  I 
asked  if  he  had  known  of  others  having  taken  such  doses  with 
impunity.  He  said  he  had  not,  but  that  the  person,  who  recomend- 
ed  the  remedy  to  him,  told  him  that  he  had  known  of  several  cured 

♦  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  v.  67,  p.  94. 
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by  ir.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  oil  may  be  used  in 
three  or  four  times  the  quantity  that  medical  men  generally  have 
heretofore  considered  it  safa" 

Dybmenorrhoea, — Kopp,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  StiUe,  recommended 
savine  as  a  very  effectual  remedy  for  dysmenorrhcBa,  particularly  in 
unmarried  females,  and  when  it  is  attended  with  expulsive  pains 
and  the  discharge  of  scanty,  dark,  and  clotted  blood,  or  when,  as  in 
other  cases,  there  is  an  augmented  flow  taking  place  irregularly, 
ceasing,  then  reappearing,  etc. 

*  He  usually  prescribed  it  in  conjunction  with  borax,  and,  when 
there  was  a  great  want  of  tone  in  the  system,-  added  bark,  iron,  and 
other  tonic  medicines. 

Abortion. — In  habitual  abortion  depending  upon  diminished 
vitality  of  the  uterine  system,  Dr.  Metsch  speaks  highly  of  the 
value  of  savine.  He  advises  an  infusion  (3ij-3iv.  ad.  aqua 
Ferv.  f.  5  vj)  ol  which  the  dose  is  a  tablespoonful,  twice  daily, 
taken  during  the  intervals  of  the  menstrual  periods.  Caution  in 
its  use  is  necessary.   (Waring). 

Dr.  G.  B.  Willson,  to  whom  previous  allusion  has  been  made, 
observes: — "As  to  its  abortifacient  powers,  I  knew  but  little  from 
observation,  although  it  is  purchased  in  considerable  quantities  here, 
or  rather  in  a  great  many  small  quantities  (the  umount  being 
generally  from  one  to  two  ounces)  by  both  married  and  single 
female.  One  female  who  applied  to  me  for  assistance,  stated  that 
she  knew  of  its  having  been  effectual  in  10  drop  doses,  repeated 
every  three  hours,  for  two  days;  but  that  double  the  quantity, had 
failed  in  her  case." 

Wedekind,  Gunther,  and  Sauter,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Stills,  have 
also  furnished  numerous  proofs  of  its  anti-hemorrliagic  virtues  in 
cases  of  undue  menstruation,  and  of  threatened  abortion,  depending 
upon  a  presumed  inertia  of  the  uterus.  The  dose  employed  for 
this  purpose  was  from  five  to  fifteen  grains  of  the  powder  given 
three  times  a  day,  and  that  for  several  months  together. 

ASlferi/%.— Kopp  extols  the  efficacy  of  savine  in  sterility  depend- 
ing upon  a  torpid  state  of  the  sexual  organs  of  the  female. 
Menorrhagia  — l^he  same  author  states  also  that  this  agent  acts  as 

*  Brit,  and  For.  Med.  Rev.,  April,  1850.  I 
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an  excitant  of  the  venereal  propensity,  and  relieves  menorrbagia, 
when  depending  upon  a  chronic  passive  congestion  continxiing  after 
delivery.  M.  Aran  says  that,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  this 
powerful  emmenagogue  has  the  property  of  suspending  uterine 
hemorrhages.  After  numerous  experiments,  he  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  this  drug  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  valuable 
remedies  we  possess,  not  only  against  sanguineous  discharges, 
leucorrhoea,  &a,  which  exist,  independent  of  pregnancy,  and  are 
characterized  by  the  names  of  atony,  asthenia,  deficient  contract- 
ility, &c.,  but  also  against  the  hemorrhages  which  indicate  approach- 
iBg  abortion,  in  women  of  lax  fibre.  This  agent  may  be  alternated 
with  advantage  in  menorrhagia,  with  acetate  of  lead  and  opiimi. 
Some  cases  will  be  greatly  benefited  by  altematiDg  savine  with 
full  doses  of  bromide  of  potassium.  Waring  states  that  the  latter 
remedy  acts  in  a  marked  manner  in  subduing  generative  ex- 
citement ;  and  it  may  be  given  with  advantage  in  nymphomania, 
priapism,  and  some  forms  of  spermatorrhoea,  and  in  menorrhagia 
depending  on  uterine  and  ovarian  excitement 

Doct  StUld  very  appositly  observes : — "  Savine  is  contra-indicated 
during  pregnancy,  and  whenever  the  circulation  is  readily  excited 
it  cannot  be  administered  without  risk.  Every  tendency  of  blood 
to  the  head,  or  lungs,  or  any  local  congestion  or  inflammation  what- 
ever, should  form  a  sufficient  ground  for  withholding  it" 

Chronic  Rheumatism. — Waring  observes: — **In  rigidity  of  the 
joints  from  extravasation,  in  marasmus  of  the  muscles,  and  in 
chronic  rheumatism,  savine  is  highly  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Chapman. 
He  states  that  he  has  seen  great  benefit  from  its  use,  when  it  has 
been  persevered  in  until  warmth  and  itching  of  the  parts  occur." 

Dr"  Stills  remarks  that  savine  has  been  used  successfully  for  the 
relief  of  rheumatism  of  long  standing,  and  occurring  in  persons 
of  a  cold  and  phlegmatic  temperament  He  recommends  fi:iction 
of  the  affected  joints  with  oil  of  savine,  or  with  an  infusion  of  the 
tops  of  the  plant,  or  with  savine  ointment  In  the  treatment 
of  chronic  rheumatism  many  cases  will  be  relieved  by  associating 
nitrate  of  potash  with  savina  In  this  malady  the  latter  agent  was 
employed  in  100  cases  by  Dr.  Cargill.  "  Of  the  100  thus  treated,, 
61,  or  more  than  six-tenths,  were  cured,  the  average  duration 
of  treatmeflt  being  18f  days.     Twenty  experienced  great  relief. 
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but  were  not  entirely  cured;  five  were  slightly  relieved;  three 
received  no  benefit ;  and  three  got  worse.    In  the  remaining  eight 
no  positive  conclusions  could  be  arrived  at  *    The  usual  dose 
commenced  with  in  these  cases  was  3ij.  thrice  daily,  in  barley- 
water;  and  this  was  adhered  to,  in  many  instances  throughout,  but 
in  a  large  number  it  was  increased  to  3  i,  3  iss,  3  ij.  thrice  a  day  ; 
and  in  one  instance,  3  iij.  every  four  hours  was  given  without  in* 
termission  for  twelve  days,  without  the  smallest  inconvenience  to 
the  patient,  who  was  cured  in  that  period.     Dr.  Cargill  did  not 
observe  much  advantage  from  combining  it.  with  other  remedies. 
In  some  rare  constitutions,  or  instances  it  was  found  to  create  great 
constitutional  disturbance,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  discontinue 
the  remedy.      The  symptoms  were,  general  debility  of  the  limbs^ 
especially  of  the  lower  extremities ;  the  knees,  too,  were  particular- 
ly complained  of;   this  symptom  was  sometimes  very  marked. 
There  were  also  general  tremblings,  difficulty  of  speech,  forgetful- 
ness  of  the  names  of  things,  giddiness,  and  a  painftil  rushing  sound 
in  the  ears.      These  effects,   which  were  generally  observed  in 
persons  of  a  purely  nervoui^  temperament,  subsided  in  a  few  hour& 
by  diuresis  and  copious  perspiration.    Dr.  Cargill  regards  it  as  a 
point  of  great  importance  that  the  remedy  should  be  largely  diluted 
with  warm  barley-water,  not  less  than  £  §  viij.  to  each  dosa  .  In  one 
case  in  which,  by  mistake,  this  point  was  not  attended  to,  it  pro- 
duced intense  griping,  with  pallor  of  the  countenance,  and  cold 
perspiration,  the  pulse  and  heart's  action  much  depressed,  dry  red 
tongue,  with  enlarged  papUte,  and  much  thirst   In  cases  wherein 
mercury  has  been  previously  extensively  taken,  and  when  the 
disease  arises  from  syphilis,  whether  mercury  has  been  taken  or 
not,  the  nitrate  of  potash  is  without  power.     The  iodide  is  the 
remedy  then  applicable."    Hence  cases  in  which  mercury  has  been 
extensively  employed,  as  well  as  those  complicated  with  syphilis 
should  be  treated  with  savine  and  iodide  of  potassiunL    "Internally, 
"  says  Dr.  Bigelow,"  the  leaves  of  the  Juniperus  Virginiana  have 
been  found  to  exert  effects  very  similar  to  those  of  savine.     They 
have  proved  usefiil  as  an  emmenagogue,  and  as  a  general  stimulant 
and  diaphoretic  in  rheimiatism." 

Oovt — Savine  was  employed  in  the  treatment  of  gout,  in  the 

*  Med.  Gaz.,  Oct  10,  1861. 
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early  dawn  of  medical  science.  Ancient  authors  allude  to  the  use 
of  it  in  chronic  gout  and  rheumatism.  Most  modem  writers  speak 
of  it  as  beneficial  in  gout 

Doct  Stills  states  that  it  has  been  used  successfully  for  the  relief 
of  atonic  gout     Friction  of  the  affected  joints  with  oil  of  savine, 
or  with  an  infusion  of  the  tops  of  the  plant,  or  with  savine  ointment 
%as  been  amployed. 

Hufeland,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Stilld,  considered  savine  as  one  of  the 
most  effectual  of  all  internal  remedies  for  chronic  gout  In  the 
treatment  of  this  malady,  opium,  or  some  of  its  preparations  with 
savine,  will  be  found  beneficial.  Colchicum,  aconite,  or  carbonate 
of  lithia,  alternated  with  savine  will,  frequently,  be  found  beneficial 
in  the  treatment  of  this  malady.  Dr.  Garrod  *  has  recently  called 
attention  to  the  value  of  the  salts  of  lithia  in  cases  of  uric  acid 
diathesis  connected  with  gravel,  and  in  cases  of  chronic  gout  This 
recommendation  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  lithia  possesses  great 
affinity  for  uric  acid,  and  that  the  urate  of  lithia  is  the  most  soluble 
of  all  the  urates.  Hence  the  value  of  the  lithia  springs  of  Baden- 
Baden  as  shown  by  Dr.  Althaus,  f  (Waring). 

Vermifuge. — Dr.  Stills  observes,  v.  1,  p.  411 : — "  Savine  is  also 
an  excellent  vermifuge,  but  not  more  so  than  other  less  injurious 
agents."  He  adds : — "  Eay  recommended  a  decoction  of  the  leaves, 
or  their  expressed  juice  to  be  given  in  milk.  Other  writers  have 
prescribed  the  same  preparations  as  enemata  to  destroy  ascarides 
of  the  rectum." 

Mccessive  Menstruation. — Pereira's  Moi.  Med.,  and  Therapeutics^ 
by  Wood,  p.  401, — Note  by  the  Editor : — "  In  excessive  menstrua- 
tion and  leucorrhoea,  dependent  on  an  atonic  condition  of  the 
uterus,  without  organic  lesion,  the  oil  of  savin  J  in  doses  of  five 
drops,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  is  one  of  our  most  reliable  remedies 
— of  course  iron  and  tonics  should  be  given  at  the  same  time,  to 
render  permanent  the  temporary  action  of  the  oiL" 

Venereal    Vegetations. — Cullen  recommended  the  employment 

*  Braithwute's  Retrospect,  xli,  p.  29. 
t  Med.  Times  and  Gaz.,  Nov.,  23,  1861. 

i  StUl^  orthography  has  been  adoj>ted  relative  to  savin  in  this  paper,  in  most  in- 
stances. 
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of  powdered  pavine  in  the  treatment  of  warts  and  yenereal  vegeta- 
tions. M.  Vidal  de  Cossis,  §  as  quoted  by  Waring,  advises  a 
combination  of  one  part  savine  and  two  of  finely  powdered  alum ; 
the  parts  to  be  well  sprinkled  over  with  this  daily.  It  destroys 
venereal  warts  and  other  excrescences  by  causing  ulceration  of  the 
skin  around  them.  Dr.  Stills  observes : — "  It  was  recommend^ 
for  this  purpose,  in  1553,  by  Ferrus,  and  subsequently  by  numerodi 
other  writers  upon  the  venereal  disease,  who  direct  it  to  be  applied 
in  powder  to  the  warts  after  they  have  been  moistened.  Others 
have  prescribed  it  mixed  with  mercurial  ointment. 

Christison  recommends  equal  parts  of  savine  and  virdigris.  Its 
preparations  continue  to  be  used,  as  in  ancient  times  for  hastening 
the  discharge  of  the  gangrenous  portions  of  ulcers,  etc.,  and 
generally  for  promoting  suppuration  whenever  this  process  requires 
quickening.  In  gangrenous  sores  it  has  been  recommended  mixed 
with  camphor.'' 

Tinea  Capitis^  Scabies  and  Ill-conditioned  Sores, — ^Waring  ob- 
serves, p.  398  : — "  To  Tinea  Capitis,  scabies  and  ill-conditioned  sores, 
the  infusion  (ut  supra)  has  occasionally  been  used  as  a  stimulating 
wash,  but  it  is  inferior  to  many  others." 

Savine  ointment  is  used  as  a  dressing  to  blistered  surfaces,  to 
produce  what  is  termed  a  perpetual  blister.  It  is  preferred  to  the 
ointment  of  cantharides,  as  being  less  acrid,  and  not  liable  to  cause 
strangury.  It  is  sometimes  applied  to  seton  tapes,  to  increase  the 
discharge  from  setons.  (Pereira). 

Administration. — Dr.  Stills  observes: — ** Freshly  gathered 
savine  is  by  much  the  most  effectual.  It  may  be  administered 
in  substance  in  the  form  of  powder,  and  in  doses  of  five  or  six 
grains  repeated  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  gradually  increased 
to  a  scruple.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  pulverizing  it,  Eberle 
suggests,  as  a  convenient  form  of  administering  savine,  to  beat  it 
up  with  honey,  or  any  proper  syrup,  to  the  consistence  of  a  conserve. 
An  infusion  may  be  prepared  by  digesting  one  drachm  of  the  fi:esh 
herb  in  half  a  pint  of  boiling  water,  ^he  oil  may  be  given  in 
doses  of  from  two  to  five  drops.     The  cerate  is  of&cinal. 

§  Ann.  de  Therap.,  1 846. 
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PREPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract     -        -        -     Dose,  i  to  1  Dram. 
Solid  Extract  -        -        -     "      1  to  5  Grains. 

Pills  -        -        -        -        -       1  Grain  Each. 

TINCTURE   OF   SAVIN. 

Fluid  Extract       .        -        .        .      Four  Ounces. 
Diluted  Alcohol        -        -        -  One  Pint 

Dose — Half*  to  one-and-a-half  drams. 

INFUSION    OF    SAVIN. 

Fluid  Extract       -         -        -        -      Two  Drams. 
Water      -        -        -        -         -  Eight  Ounces. 

Dose — HaK  to  one  ounce. 

COMPOUND    TINCTURE    OF    SAVIN. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Savin    -         -        -  Four  Ounces. 

"  "        "  Ergot         -         -       One  Ounce. 

"  ".        "  Water  Pepper        -  One  Ounce. 

"  "         "   Blue  Cohosh      -        Two  Ounces. 

Diluted  Alcohol  -  -  -  Twelve  Ounces. 
Dose — One  dram,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

MIXTURE   OF    SAVIN   AND    GINGER. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Savin         -        •        Half  Dram. 
"  "         "   Ginger  -        -    One  Dram. 

Sulphate  of  Potassa  -  -  -  Two  Drams. 
Dose — Half  a  dram,  twice  a  day,  in  amenorrhoea.  Ellis. 
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REMARKS    ON    THE   AMERICAN   NATURAL    OR- 
DERS OF  PLANTS,  WITH  REFERENCE  CHIEFLY 
TO  THEIR  MEDICINAL  APPLICATIONS  AND 
PHYSIOLOGICAL  EFFECTS. 


BY  CHARLES  A.  LEE,   M.  D.,   PROFESSOR  OF  MATERIA  MEDIC  A. 


Order  1. — Ranunculacece*     The  Crowfoot  Tribe, 

This  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  important  of  the 
American  orders  of  Flowering,  Dicotyledonous  plants,  and  em- 
braces numerous  genera  and  species  of  known  medicinal  powers, 
many  whose  virtues  have  not  been  hitherto  much  investigated,  but 
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which  are  known  to  be  very  activa  North  America  is  known  to 
contain  one-seventh  of  all  the  special  genera  of  plants  belonging 
to  this  order,  as  yet  discovered,  and  acridity^  causticity  and  poison 
characterize  very  many  of  them ;  the  caustic  principle,  in  nearly 
all  cases,  being  so  volatile  as  to  be  easily  driven  off  by  a  moderate 
degree  of  heat  Lindley  states  that  it  is  neither  acid  nor  alkaline — 
that  it  is  increased  by  acids,  sugar,  honey,  wine,  spirit,  &a,  and  is 
only  effectually  destroyed  by  water.  • 

Description. —  This  order  embraces  herbs  or  woody  vines,  with 
a  colorless  acrid  jaice,  poljrpetalous,  or  apetalous,  with  the  calyx 
often  colored  like  the  corolla,  hyhogynous ;  the  sepals  and  petals 
numerous;  stamens  many  or  few,  rarely  single;  pistils  all 
distinct  and  unconnected;  flowers  regular  or  irregular;  sepals 
3-15;  petals  3-15,  or  wanting;  stamens  indefinite,  rarely  few; 
anthers  short;  fruits  either  dry  pods,  or  seed-like  achenia,  or 
berries,  1 -several-seeded;  stipules  none;  leaves  mostly  dissected, 
their  stalks  dilated  at  the  base. 

The  number  of  genera  belonging  to  this  natural  order  of  plants, 
according  to  Gray,  are  twenty-one  in  number,  viz:  Atragene, 
Clematis,  Pulsatille,  Anemone,  Hepatica,  Thalictrum,  Trautvet- 
teria,  Eanunculus,  Myosurus,  Isopyrum,  Caltha,  TroUius,  Coptis, 
Helleborus,  Aquilegia,  Delphinium,  Aconitum,  Zanthoriza,  Hy- 
drastis, Actea,  Cimicifuga 

Physiological  and  Medicinal  Effects. 

The  slightest  examination  of  the  genera  belonging  to  this  tribe, 
shows  that  it  embraces  plants  of  the  most  opposite  qualities,  as  the 
Hepatica  and  Caltha,  simple,  bland  demulcent;  the  Coptis  or 
Gold-thread,  a  pure  tonic  bitter;  the  Helleborus,  a  powerful 
drastic  purgative;  the  Actea  and  Cimicifuga,  acrid  narcotics ;  the 
aconite  a  powerful  sedative  and  depressant  alterative,  &a  Dr. 
TumbuU  has  written  an  excellent  monograph  on  the  medical 
properties  of  this  order,  and  more  particularly  on  the  uses  of  Sab- 
adilla  seeds.  Delphinium  Staphisagria,  and  Aconitum  Napellus, 
and  their  alkaloids,  Yeratria,  Sabadilline,  Delphinia  and  Aconitina^ 
He  has  shown  that  these  preparations  possess  the  property — when 
given  internally,  of  exciting  sensations  of  heat  and  tingling  on  the 
surface  of  the  body,  and  of  producing  similar  effects  locally,  when 
rubbed  upon  the  skin,  without  in  most  instances,  giving  rise  to 
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irritation  of  the  vascular  system ;  and  when  exhibited  in  either 
way.  In  certain  painful  diseases,  as  neuralgia,  rheumatism  and 
gout,  of  alleviating,  or  removing  the  pain,  apparently  by  exerting 
a  peculiar  eflfect  upon  the  nervous  sjrstem,  unattended  by  any 
narcotic  influence. 

It  is  now  more  than  thirty  years,  since  Dr.  TumbuU  published 
his  observations,  and  it  is  well  known  that  nearly  all  his  state- 
ments have  been  confirmed  and  verified  by  subsequent  expirience. 
He  dwelt  especially  on  the  fact  that  these  peculiar  effects  above 
refered  to,  were  more  certain,  and  existed  in  a  much  nigher  degree 
of  energy  in  the  active  principles  or  alkaloids  obtained  from  the 
plants,  and  also,  upon  the  effects  produced  by  them  when  applied 
to  the  surface,  rather  then  when  administered  internally,  maintain- 
ing, what  is  now  generally  conceded,  that  a  sufficient  quantity  may 
thus  be  introduced  into  the  system  to  cure  disease,  whilst  at  the 
same  time,  in  topical  affections,  the  remedy  may  in  this  manner 
be  more  successfully  applied  over  the  seat  of  the  disease.  But 
when  the  affection  is  more  general  in  its  character,  the  internal  use, 
or  both  methods  combined,  will  be  found  most  advantageoua 

Although  it  has  been  stated,  that  as  regards  this  natural  family, 
as  a  whole,  it  exhibits  considerable  uniformity,  yet  we  have  seen 
that  there  is  great  discrepancy  in  some  of  the  genera,  some  being 
acrid  and  caustic  in  the  highest  degree,  others  aromatic  and  used 
as  pepper,  as  the  seeds  of  the  Nigalle  Saiiva,  Some  owe  their 
specific  powers  to  a  peculiar  alkaloid  principle ;  in  others,  no  such 
agents  can  be  detected,  some  are  bland  and  used  as  articles  of  food, 
when  boiled ;  the  leaves  and  roots  of  some,  as  the  Eanunculus,  are 
so  extremely  acrid,  as  to  act  as  vesicatories,  when  applied  to  the 
skin;  others  are  stimulant,  cathartic  or  emetic;  tonic  or  anti- 
spasmodic; emetic  alterative  and  deobstruent ;  narcotic,  sudorific, 
cholagogue,  diuretic  and  vermifuge. 

•  

The  effects  of  the  particular  plants  treated  by  Dr.  Tumbull, 
may  be  called  peculiar  or  specific ;  whether  used  internally  or  ex- 
ternally, namely :  the  power  of  acting  on  the  nerves  of  sensation 
so  as  to  cause  the  perception  of  heat  and  tingling  on  the  surface 
of  the  skin,  beginning  generally  in  the  extremeties,  and  extending 
themselves  towards  the  trunk  and  head,  and  sometimes  ending  in 
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perspiration ;  and  in  rheumatic  and  other  painful  affections.  These 
sensations  are  attended  by  marked  relief  to  the  patient  The  same 
sensation  of  heat  and  tingling  are  also  produced,  in  a  degree,  more 
circumscribed  and  locally,  when  the  active  principles  or  other 
preparations  of  the  plants,  as  tinctures,  fluid  and  solid  extracts, 
&c.,  are  applied  by  friction  over  the  seat  of  the  disease ;  confined 
generally  ^t  first  to  the  part  where  friction  is  made,  but  gradually 
extendhag  over,  perhaps  the  whole  skin.  In  affections  which  may 
be  considered  simply  topical,  relief  is  thus  often  prompt  and 
effectual,  and  not  unfi-equently  the  affection  is  entirely  cured.  It 
is  useless  to  speculate  on  the  peculiar  mode  of  action  of  such 
agents,  or  the  nature  of  their  specific  properties ;  aU  such  knowl- 
edge seems  beyond  our  grasp.  The  All- Wise  Creator  has  thought 
proper  to  humble  our  pride,  by  confining  us,  as  in  most  similar  in- 
stances, to  a  simple  observation  of  the  facts. 

Individual  Genera — Atragene. — This  climbing  perennial 
vine,  with  stems  somewhat  woody,  and  climbing  by  its  leaf-stalks, 
may  well  be  called,  the  American  Atragene^  as  the  plant  is 
confined  to  this  country.  It  abounds  on  shady  rocky  hills  in 
Western  New  England,  extending  West  to  Wisconsin  and  South 
to  Yirginia.  Its  physiological  and  medicinal  properties,  so  far  as 
known,  have  never  been  investigated,  but  are  believed  to  be 
valuable. 

CLEMATia — Of  the  Virgin^ s  Bower, — There  are  five  North 
American  species,  all  possessed  of  active  medicinal  properties. 
The  species  are  nearly  all  very  acrid,  and  the  leaves  when  fi'esh, 
have  been  successfully  employed  as  vesicants  and  rubefacients, 
though  they  lose  their  power  on  drying.  Some  of  the  species  have 
been  used  successfully,  internally  and  topically  in  scabies  and 
other  cutaneous  diseases,  also  in  scrofulous  affections.  The  C, 
Vioma  and  Virginiana  and  others  of  our  native  species  in  regular 
practice,  not  only  as  rubefecients  and  vesicants,  but  also  internally 
as  diuretictJ  and  sudorifics  in  chronic  rheumatism.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  some  of  the  species  would  prove  useful  as  hy- 
dragogue  cathartics  in  dropsy;  used  perhaps  in  the  form  of  a 
decoction  of  the  root.  The  bark,  leaves  and  blossoms  of  the  C. 
Virginidnaj  and  probably  the  other  species  yield  their  properties 
to  water  or  proof  spirit ;  they  should  be  gathered  in  August  and 
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kept  carefully  secluded  from  the  light  and  air,  a  strong  decoction 
taken  internally  of  almost  all  the  species  act  as  an  acrid  poison. 
The  leaves  beat  up  with  oil  form  a  good  alterative  application  in 
many  cutaneous  diseases,  as  itch ;  while  the  solid  extract,  in  doses 
of  one  or  two  grains,  vhas  been  used  beneficially  in  some  forms  of 
paralysis.  The  C,  Virginiana^  is  also  a  useful  nervine  in  some 
nervous  affections,  as  hysteria,  &c.,  taken  in  the  form  of  infusion, 
made  of  the  dried  leaves,  and  well  sweetened.  The  leaves,  as  in  all 
other  cases,  should  be  gathered  when  fully  grown,  and  carefully 
dried  in  the  shade. 

Pulsatilla. — There  is  but  one  North  American  species  of  the 
Pasque-Jhwer^  so  named  because  the  plant  is  in  blossom  at  Easter. 
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MERCURY,  ITS  ACTION  IN  JAUNDICE. 


By  Thomas  C.  Murphy,   Green  VaUey,  Tayervill  Co.,  111. 


Editors  Journal  of  Materia  Medica. 

Gentlemen  : — ^In  the  June  No.  of  the  Journal  is  an  article 
from  the  pen  of  J.  W.  Sanderss,  M.  D.  The  Doctor  says  if  the 
views  of  the  Edinbiirg  committee  are  correctly  founded,  how  is  it 
that  a  copious  discharge  of  bile  follows  a  dose  of  calomel  ?  I 
I  would  say  the  so-called  bilious  discharges  are  delusive,  made  up 
of  the  coloring  matter  of  the  bile,  and  caused  in  part  by  changes 
•  which  the  mercury  imdergoea  in  its  passage  through  the  intestines 
combining  with  sulphur.  It  seems  from  recent  experiments  that 
the  bUe  after  entering  the  duodenum  and  serving  its  part  in 
intestinal  digestion,  the  principal  part  of  it  is  again  absorbed,  only 
the  coloring  matter  and  some  of  its  solids  being  excepted.  Nature 
is  not  in  such  a  hurry  to  carry  off  the  bile,  and  it  seems  that  only 
in  morbid  states  of  the  system  does  she  allow  it  to  take  place.  I 
do  not  say  mercury  has  no  action  on  the  liver.  I  regard  it  as  a 
'powerful  glandular  stimulant  in  proper  doses  causing  increased 
tissue- changes.  Again  the  Doctor  asks,  why,  in  jaundice,  a  disease 
characterized  by  a  want  of  bile  in  the  stools,  do  the  stools  become 
natural  and  healthy  by  administering  preparations  of  mercury? 
I  reply,  jaundice  is  not  a  disease,  but  a  symptom  of  diseasa     It 
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may  be  caused  by  obstruction  of  the  ductus  communis  choledochus, 
causing  its  re-absorption  into  the  blood  after  secretion,  (and  while 
yet  within  the  liver)  or  it  may  be  caused  by  inflammation  within 
the  vessels  of  the  liver,  as  ea(ih  lobule  is  a  minute  liver.  The  causes 
which  bring  on  jaundtee  are  many,  which  will  at  once  recur  to  the 
mind  of  the  Anatomist  and  Physiologist  The  coloration  of  the 
skin  is  caused  mainly  by  the  presence  of  bile-pigment  in  the 
transuded  fluids  which  infiltrates  the  tissues. 

I  think  the  Doctor  does  not  understand  the  theory  of  Prof. 
Bennett  The  committee  did  not  analyze  the  discharges.  They  did 
not  take  into  account  the  amount  of  biliary  excreta,  fluid  and  solid 
carried  away  from  the  portal  circulation,  as  the  action  of  mercury 
drains  away  the  portal  blood  before  it  reaches  the  liver,  which  I 
think  would  accoimt  for  the  bile  not  appearing  in  the  liver  when 
mercury  produces  brisk  catharsis.  How  can  the  liver  secrete  more 
bile  than  before  the  action  of  the  cathartic?  (if  my  views  are 
correct).  The  evidence  of  jaundice  passing  away  under  the  use  of 
the  mercurial  is  no  evidence,  for  the  kidneys  take  to  extra  duty 
and  eliminate,  as  is  proved  by  the  color  of  the  urine,  and  the 
many  cases  which  get  well  without  the  aid  of  medicine? 

Question  3rd.  The  Doctor  says  these  facts  are  familiar  to  every 
practitioner ;  and,  if  the  bile  is  not  increased  but  diminished,  how 
can  mercury  effect  a  cure  when  the  bile  is  already  wanting.  I 
claim  the  bile  is  not  wanting,  its  flow  is  obstructed,  and  the  Doctor 
don't  show  where  the  bile  is  wanting;  and  I  think  where  the 
jaundice  is  caused  by  obstruction,  the  form  of  cathartic  is  im- 
material, but  I  prefer  the  milder  forms,  and  only  to  overcome 
constipation.  Of  what  use  are  cathartics  if  the  jaundice  is  caused 
by  the  impaction  of  gall  stones.  If  the  jaundice  is  caused  by 
inflammation  of  the  liver,  mercury  would  do  a  positive  injury,  for 
it  would  irritate  the  poor  inflamed  liver. 

I  would  say  of  the  treatment  of  jaundice,  as  of  any  other 
disease,  treat  it  according  to  "  what's  the  matter,"  not  according  to 
the  name.  In  the  quarrel  about  mercury,  we  cannot  say  it  has  no 
power,  it  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  agents  in  use,  powerful  for 
good,  potent  for  evU,  a  good  servant  but  a  bad  master,  a  safe 
remedy  in  the  hands  of  a  master.  We  should  be  careful  how  we 
use  it,  and  let  the  poor  old  liver  rest 
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NICOTIANA  TOBACUM  AS  AN  ANTIDOTE  TO 
POISONING  BY  STRYCHNIA. 


By  Wm.  B.  Habrison,  M.  D.    Columbia,  Tenn. 


For  quite  a  number  of  years  it  has  been  ray  purpose,  when 
opportunity  afforded,  to  test  the  antidotal  powers  of  tobacco  in 
strychnia  poisoning.  When  in  the  fall  of  1868,  while  passing  in 
front  of  a  store  on  Main  St,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  I  was  stopped  and 
requested  to  walk  back  and  prescribe  for  a  case  of  poisoning  from 
strychnia,  in  the  person  of  Gapt  J.  Y.  B's  famous  and  highly  re- 
garded black  terrier.  The  Captain  had  just  lost  its  mother  a  few 
days  previous,  from  the  same  poison,  and  was  still  mourning  the 
bereavement  and  saying  he  would  have  given  a  hundred  dollar  bill 
if  she  could  have  been  saved.  Here  now  was  a  chance  for  the 
antidota 

The  patient  had  received  the  poison  from  a  neighboring  feed 
store,  where  it  had  been  prepared  for  killing  rats,  and  we  were 
unable  to  tell  how  much  strychnine  had  been  swallowed.  His 
mother  however  partook  of  it  at  the  same  place,  and  died  in 
twenty  minutes  afterwards. 

On  reaching  our  patient^  about  fifteen  minutes  from  the  time  the 
poison  was  taken,  I  found  him  perfectly  rigid  from  tetanic  con- 
vulsions, his  jaws  clenched;  his  body  drawn  backward;  eyes 
turned  up ;  foaming  at  the  mouth,  and  seemed  to  be  dying.  How- 
ever, everything  being  ready  in  a  tninute,  a  strong  solution  of  the 
tobacco  was  administered  through  the  corners  of  his  mouth,  and 
though  deglution  was  difiicult,  he  managed  to  swallow  it  In  five 
minutes  he  was  comparatively  relaxed,  and  in  ten  he  was  com- 
pletely so,  and  attempted  to  stand  up.  In  twenty  minutes  however 
the  tetanic  symptoms  returned  as  severe  as  ever,  when  the  tobacco 
was  repeated,  which  again  relaxed  him  as  before,  this  time  causing 
him  to  vomit  He  was  now  perfectly  limber  and  remained  so 'about 
half  an  hour,  when  again  rigidity  of  the  muscles  appeared,  but  not 
so  severe  as  belore.  The  antidote  was  again  appealed  to  with  the 
same  effect  as  before.  Leaving  my  patient  now  in  the  hands  ol 
good  nurses,  I  departed,  ordering  them  to  use  only  enough  tobacco 
to  overcome  the  rigidity  of  the  musclea  This  treatment  was  kept 
up  for  thirty-six  hours  when  all  the  effects  of  the  strychnia  dis- 
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appeared.  He  was  now  partially  paralyzed  in  the  lower  extremities. 
However,  by  the  use  of  strong  liniments  to  the  spine  and  al- 
teratives internally,  in  three  or  four  weeks  he  was  entirely  restored 
to  his  former  good  health  and  doghoocL  Here  is  a  case  I  believe 
to  have  been  cured  by  the  tobacco.  As  to  its  modus  opperandx 
I  am  unable  to  speak  positively.  I  do  not  believe  that  in  being 
absorbed  and  meeting  the  strychnia,  in  the  blood,  it  acts  chemically 
as  an  antidote,  but  that  it  antagonizes  the  effects  of  that  poison 
either  on  the  muscles  or  the  anterior  segument  of  the  spinal  cord 
from  which  arise  the  motor  nerves. 

Since  the  above  case  I  have  made  quite  a  number  of  experiments 
upon  the  dog,  and  all  of  them  sustain  me  in  the  opinion  that 
tobacco  is  the  antidote  for  strychnia. 

CHROMIC  MENCBBHAGIA. 

By  WiiiLiAU  Shaap  Ca.mp,   K.  D.,  Krans,  Cal. 

Miss  L.  S.,  aged  19.  Chronic  menorrhagia.  Called  2 1st  Sept 
1870,  at  4  o^clock  in  morning.  Pulse  hardly  perceptible,  (had 
been  flowing  for  2  days,  and  had  used  applications  of  cold  water 
but  without  effect,)  gave  Pulv.  opiL  gr.  iss.  ch.  No.  3,  one  every 
|-  hour. 

Called  at  7  o'clock,  found  patient  asleep,  gave  the  following : 

^^    Caulophyllin, 

Macrotin aa  gr.  vL 

Podophyllin gr.  ii. 

Bi-Tart  Potass.       -----       gr.  vi. 

CL  No.  iii.      Grave  one  and  in  twenty  minutes  the   flooding 
eased  up.     I  then  gave  an  injection  of  tannin  gr.  xv.  to  5  viii  of 
water,  and  injected  2  tablespoonfuls  at  a  dose,  I  used  it  only  once.       ^ 
I  gave  the  powders  every  4  hours.     Gave  x  gr.  of  Doveri,  at  night. 

22d.     Slept  well  all  night ;  continued  powders. 

23d.  Eestless  and  complaining  of  pain  that  coursed  fixMn  r^on 
of  uterus  to  heart;  (for  which  she  had  taken  opiates  for  years). 
Discontinued  powders,  and  gave  Elixir  CaUsaya,  Iron  and  Strych- 
nia, teaspoonfal  ter  in  die,  before  eating. 

.24:th.    Doing  well ;  appetite  good ;  continued  Elixir. 


I 


Clinic  on  Diseases  of  Women.  371 

25ih.     Improving  and  sitting  up,  ordered  gentle  exercise. 

30tk  Patient  has  not  suffered  from  pain  since  the  25th,  and  is 
able  to  work.  I  wish  some  of  the  older  heads  would  give  those 
Elixirs  a  trial,  as  they  are  all  that  a  man  can  wish. 

I  have  tried  Tildens  caulophyllin  in  retained  placenta,  and  I 
would  not  give  one  ounce  of  it,  for  all  the  ergot  in  America,  or 
anywhere  elsa  My  case  of  monorrhagia  was  treated  for  6  months 
on  ergot,  and  it  continued  to  grow  worse. 


■♦-*- 


ALBANY  CITY  HOSPITAL,  SEPT.  24,  1870. 
CLINIC  ON  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN. 


BY    PROF.    E.   R.   PEASLEE. 


Case  I.  Young  woman,  unmarried;  aet  20;  suffering  from 
menorrhagia  and  metrorrhagia,  occurring  midway  between  her 
periods.  There  is  pain  over  the  abdomen,  with  some  febrile 
symptoms,  and  fatigue  upon  slight  exertion,  but  as  is  usual  in  such 
•6ases,  the  rational  signs  throw  no  light  upon  the  cause  of  the 
difficulty.  On  making  a  digital  examination,  the  uterus  is  found 
to  be  higher  than  normal,  and  there  is  swelling  of  the  right  ovary 
with  pain  upon  external  pressure,  denoting  ovaritis.  On  passing 
a  sound,  the  uterus  is  found  to  be  three  inches  in  depth.  This 
enlargement  is  due  to  congestion  occasioned  by  the  ovaritis,  and  here 
is  the  seat  of  the  difficulty ;  the  inflammation  of  the  ovary  and 
consequent  congestion  of  the  uterus  giving  rise  to  the  menorrhagia 
sffid  metrorahagia. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  case  a  small  blister  was  ordered  to  be 
applied  over  the  inflamed  ovary,  four  or  five  days  after  each 
flow,  and  stramonium  ointment  applied- to  the  vesicated  sur£a.ce. 
Mild  aperients  were  advised  to  keep  the  bowels  regular,  and  tiie 
following  mixture  prescribed  to  keep  the  skin  healthy  and  the 
pores  open : 

^     Liquor  Ammoniae  Acetatis,          -        -  f'^iU' 

Syrup  Ipecac, f.  5  j-    M. 

Dose — a  teaspoonfdl  every  three  or  four  hours.  Also  a  wash 
of  Acetate  of  Lead  (Acetate  of  Lead  3  j.  Water  oy)  and  injections 
of  warm  water  night  and  morning,  (using  several  quarts  at  a  time) 
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and  flax-seed  tea  injections  during  the  day.  The  object  of  this 
treatment  is  to  overcome  the  metrorrhagia,  by  subduing  the  con- 
gestion of  the  uterua 

•  Case  IL  Amenorrhoea. — Young,  unmarried  woman ;  ast  22. 
In  good  health  till  last  May,  since  which  time  she  has  not 
menstruated.  There  is  pain  in  the  limbs,  with  general  anasmiaand 
debUity.  On  making  an  examination,  the  uterus  is  found  to  be 
normal  in  size,  but  retroflexed  in  the  second  degrea  There  is  no 
disease  of  the  interior  of  the  organ,  nor  have  any  adhesions  firmer 
as  shown  by  the  introduction  of  a  sound.  The  case  is  therefore  a 
very  hopeful  ona  This  is  a  case  of  suppression,  and  must  not  be 
confounded  with  emansio  mensium,  where  the  menses  have  never 
appeared,  although  the  patient  may  have  apparently  arrived  at  the 
age  .of  puberty. 

In  the  tieatment  of  this  case  the  retroflexion  which  is  but  slight, 
must  first  be  corrected ;  a  pessary  introduced,  and  the  patient  kept 
quiet  for  a  time.  A  pill  containing  two  grains  of  iron  by  hydrogen, 
and  one  grain  of  ext  of  gentian,  was  prescribed  to  be  taken  three 
times  a  day.  As  there  is  some  numbness  of  the  extremities  and 
debility,  l-6th  grain  of  ext  nux  vomica  might  be  combined  with 
the  iron.  Mild  laxatives  are  useful  to  keep  the  bowels  open  and 
moderate  exercise  in  the  open  air,  with  nourishing  food  will  do 
much  towards  effecting  a  cure.- 

Case  IIL  Fibrocystic  Tumor  of  Uterus, — M.  N.,  married; 
aet,  38.  Sixteen  years  ago  noticed  a  tumor  about  the  size  of  a  hen^s 
e^  in  the  hypogastric  regiom ;  always  a  little  tender  to  the  touch, 
especially  during  menstruation. 

First  consulted  a  physician  ten  years  since,  when  it  was  as  large 
as  both  fists.  Since  that  time  it  has  grown  steadily  and  rapidly, 
and  now  completely  fills  and  distends  the  lower  part  of  the  afc- 
dominal  cavity.  On  passing  the  finger  into  the  vagina,  the  cervix 
is  found  rather  small,  and  the  uterus ^firm  and  immovable;  by 
percussing  on  the  outside  of  the  tumor,  the  shock  is  communicated 
to  the  finger.  These  facts  togethej*  with  the  general  history  of  the 
case,  go  to  prove  that  it  is  connected  with  the  uterus  and  is  not 
ovarian.  Ovarian  tumors  usually  attain  their  size  in  three  or  four 
years,  while  this  has  been  growing  for  over  sixteen.  Slight 
fluctuation  is  discernible  at  a  point  on  the  top  of  the  tumor, 
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probably  a  cyst ;  the  abdominal  walls  are  not  adherent  This  then 
is  without  doubt  a  Mhro-cystic  Tumor  of  the  Uiertcs,  As  the 
periods  are  regular  and  the  sound  passes  nearly  two  inches,  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  is  not  probably  invaded. 

No  operation  was  deemed  practicable  in  this  case  farther  than 
tapping  the  sac,  if  it  enlarges,  which  might  diminish  it  in  size 
somewhat  The  general  health  should  be  built  up  by  tonics  and 
nutritious  food. 

Case  IV.  Occlusion  of  the  Vagina, — Colored  woman ;  married ; 
aet  28.  Confined  a  year  since ;  labor  tedious,  but  instruments  were 
not  used.  The  closure  cannot  be  complete,  as  ^he  patient 
menstruates,  and  on  making  a  careful  examination  in  a  strong  light, 
a  small  opening  can  be  detected  on  the  right  side,  into  which  the 
sound  can  be  passed  up  to  the  uterus.  This  was  caused  by 
the  adhesion  of  the  denuded  vaginal  walls,  caused  by  the  long 
continued  pressure  of  the  childs  head,  upon  the  parts  during  con- 
finement 

A  rubber  bougie  was  with  some  difficulty,  and  great  pain  to  the 
patient,  introduced,  to  be  retained  for  some  hours,  and  then  a  larger 
one  substituted.  When  the  passage  is  sufficiently  dilated  to  allow 
the  introduction  of  sponge  tents,  they  are  to  be  substituted.  By- 
these  means  the  adhesions  can  probably  be  overcome  by  dilatation 
-without  the  use  of  the  knife. 


-<-•  ^  » I 


CARBOLIC  ACID  IN  SKIN  DISEASES. 


Edgar  A.  Browne,  Surgeon  to  the  Liverpool  Dispensary  for  Skin 
Diseases,  contributes  to  the  Practitioner  for  December,  1869,  p.  352> 
an  article  on  the  value  of  carbolic  acid  in  skin  diseases. 

In  all  the  diseases  of  the  skin  for  which  this  remedy  has  been 
recommended  we  have  others  more  or  less  efficient  and  convenient. 
Does  carbolic  acid  surpass  these  in  efficacy  or  conveuiemce  1 

In  the  treatment  of  tinese  carbolic  acid  comes  into  competition 
(amongst  others),  with  two  well-tried  and  effective  remedies,  corrosive 
sublimate  and  sulphurous  acid.  In  attempting  the  comparison — a  task 
which  has  extended  over  two  years-our  author  has  followed  a  uniform  plan 
of  removing  all  crusts,  scales,  or  accidental  deposits  with  a  poultice  or  oil, 
washing  the  part  affected  with  soil  soap,  and  then  applying  the  remedy 
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for  twenty-four  hours  continuously.  In  tinea  ciroinata  and  tinea  ton 
surans  very  good  results  were  attained,  but  nothing  "  magical/'  nothing 
beyond  what  may  be  usually  seen  in  the  routine  treatment  of  these 
affections.  It  perhaps  causes  a  little  more  irritation  than  an  equal 
efifeotual  strength  of  sulphurous  acid.  As  regards  convenience,  carbolic 
acid  stands  at  a  disadvantage  toward  corrosive  sublimate  in  the  matter 
of  smell,  but  requires  less  care  in  application  than  sulphurous  acid — a 
point  ot  greater  importance  in  dispensary  than  in  private  practice.  It 
may  be  added  to  the  long  list  of  dri^s  which  can  be  used  for  the  ex- 
tirpation of  these  comparatively  trivial  diseases,  but  without  attributing 
to  it  any  sort  of  pre-eminence. 

In  favus  the  doctor  has  only  had  one  opportunity  of  trying  the  acid. 
The  case  was  recent,  resulting  from  contagion.  The  patch  was  oval, 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  its  long  diameter;  cups  thin  but  well- 
formed,  perforated  by  hairs ;  sporules  easily  seen  under  the  microscope. 
No  hairs  were  pulled  out,  but  the  part  affected,  with  an  additional 
margin  of  healthy  scalp,  was  kept  close  shaved,  the  crusts  removed  by 
soft  soap,  and  a  drachm  of  the  crystallized  acid  in  an  ounce  of  glycerine 
thickened  with  spermaceti  was  kept  closely  applied  under  gutta-percha. 
Twice  the  application  was  suspended  on  account  of  irritation  caused  by 
the  acid  and  soap ;  but  the  case  was  under  treatment  altogether  eight 
weeks.  At  the  end  of  this  time  hairs  were  growing  nicely,  and  no- 
jSporules  could  be  found.  The  mother  was  told  to  bring  the  child  at 
once  if  a  relapse  occurred,  but  nothing  was  seen  of  the  case  for  ten 
months,  and  probably  a  cure  was  effected.  It  can  scarcely,  however,, 
be  said  that  corrosive  sublimate  would  not  have  acted  equally  well. 

In  tinea  decalvans  the  acid  seems  to  act  injuriously  on  the  youDg 
hairs,  so  our  author  has  ceased  to  use  it. 

In  pityriasis  versicolor  the  results  have  been  decidedly  unsatisfactory,, 
but  so  uniform  in  a  large  number  of  cases  as  to  leave  but  little  doubt 
in  his  mind  that  carbolic  acid  is  an  inefficient  remedy  compared  with 
others.  That  it  should  act  worse  in  this  than  other  tinea  can  be  ex- 
plained by  the  fact,  that  when  the  disease  (as  in  tinea  tonsurans)  is 
situate  in  a  hair-folicle  and  around  a  hair  the  acid  is  able  to  make  its 
way  along  the  shrivelled  hair- shaft.  But  in  pityriasis  versicolor  the 
disease  is  situated  in  the  rete  mucosum  and  protected  by  the  outer  layer 
of  epidermis.  This  is  hardened  by  carbolic  add  and  converted  into  a 
covering,  which,  to  a  great  extent,  prevents  further  penetration.  Even 
when  the  hardened  layer  of  scales  is  removed  by  an  alkali  or  soft  aoap- 
the  result  is  not  so  good  as  with  sulphurous  acid  simUarly  aided.  .  It- 
must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  liquor  potassae,  or  the  soap  diligently 
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applied,  will  sometimes  effect  a  good  cure  in  this  disease,  and  too  much 
credit  must  not  be  awarded  to  the  supplementary  applications.       ' 

In  eczema  he  is  accustomed  to  add  half  a  drachm  or  a  drachm  to  an 
ounce  of  the  zinc  ointment,  and  considers  it  useful  in  hardening  the 
newly-formed  epidermis.  In  the  latter  stages  of  the  disease  it  may  be 
used  instead  of  the  tarry  preparations  with  moderate  success.  The 
facility  with  which  its  strength  can  be  graduated  to  suit  the  varying 
susceptibility  of  the  skin  in  various  cases  renders  it  a  convenient' 
application  in  a  disease  which  varies  as  much  in  severity  as  eczema. 
But  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  its  actions,  nor  can  any  result  be  attained 
which  cannot  be  equally  effected  by  the  tarry  or  mercurial  stimulants 
in  common  use. 

In  sweating  feet  it  acts  remarkably  well,  stimulating  the  flabby  re- 
laxed skin  and  hardening  the  unduly  porous  epidermis.     He  recom- 
mends it  to  be  used  as  a  lotion,  weak  at  first,  but  the  strength  gradually 
increased  till  it  stings  uncomfortably.     It  may  then  be  disused,  and  in 
I  cases  of  moderate  severity  does  not  require  to  be  repeated  for  two  or 

three  months. 

.  In  psoriasis  it  cannot  be  compared  with  tar.  Out  of  a  number  of  cases 
treated  at  the  dispensary  showing  no  indication  for  internal  treatment,  but 
all  kept  equally  under  the  influence  of  arsenic,  nome  have  been  satisfactory. 
In  order  to  produce  any  noticeable  effect  with  the  acid  it  seemed 
necessary  to  use  it  sufficiently  strong  to  cause  considerable  pain,  and  then, 
acting  as  a  mild  caustic,  it  is  comparable  to  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury 
so  commonly  employed. 
1  As  an  antipruritic,  carbolic  acid  belongs  to  the  same  class  as  corro- 

sive sublimate  and  borax,  but  certainly  does  not  surpass  them.  It  is, 
however,  a  convenient  addition  to  an  evaporating  lotion,  and  can  gener- 
ally be  relied  on  to  relieve  itchiifg  not  dependent  upon  urticaria  or  true 
prurigo.  In  the  former  it  seems  utterly  valueless;  in  the  latter  it 
oflen  gives  relief  for  a  time. 

In  scabies  and  pediculi  it  is  a  good  remedy,  but  as  we  have  several 
devoid,  or  nearly  so,  of  unpleasant  odor,  it  is  not  worth  considering. 

As  a  caustic,  our  author  confirms  all  that  has  been  said  in  its  praise. 
It  is  easily  graduated  in  strength,  and  does  not  s|)read.  Almost  anything 
can  be  done  with  it  that  can  be  done  with  other  caustics,  except,  of 
course,  when  very  great  destruction  of  tissue  is  required. 

On  the  whole,  carbolic  acid  may  be  considered  a  versatile  jack-of- 
all-trades,  doing  many  things  fairly  well,  but  in  all,  except  as  a  caustic,, 
inferior  to  some  master- remedy  either  in  efficacy  or  convenienoe. — /Ta//*- 
Yearly  Compendium  of  Medical  Science ,  July,  1870. 
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Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 

Carbolic  Acid  Prbpakatiqn,  By  T.  A.  Rsdwin. — Mr.  T.  A.  Redwia, 
in  a  paper  read  before  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  gives  the 
following  as  advisable  proportions  in  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  : 

As  a  rule,  it  is  better  to  dissolve  the  crystallized  carbolic  acid 
(Calvert^s)  in  the  proportions  of  one  part  by  weight  of  the  acid  to  six 
of  glycerine  (carbolate  of  glycerine).  In  this  state  it  can  be  diluted 
equally  indefinitely. 

In  genera],  a  dose  of  carbolic  acid  is  1  grain  in  an  ounce  of  water. 

As  a  gargle,  1  or  2  grains  to  an  ounce  of  water. 

As  an  injection,  1  grain  to  4  ounces  of  water. 

As  a  lotion,  15  grains  to  an  6unce  of  water. 

As  an  ointment,  30  grains  to  an  ounce  of  benzoated  lard. 

As  a  liniment,  1  grain  to  20  of  olive  oil. 

As  a  plaster,  1  part  of  carbolic  acid  to  3  of  shellac. 

The  crystallized  carbolic  acid  to  be  used  as  a  caustic. 

The  carbolate  of  glycerine,  as  above,  should  be  used  in  1  or  2  drop 
doses. 

Antiseptic  oil  for  abscesses,  1  part  of  acid  to  4  of  boiled  linseed  oil. 

Antiseptic  putty,  6  spoonsful  of  the  antiseptic  oil  mixed  with  common 
whiting. 

Aqueous  solution  of  carbolic  acid  is  1  part  of  acid  to  40  of  water 
(]  ounce  of  acid  to  a  quart  of  hot  water  well  agitated  and  filtered). 

Sick  rooms,  to  disinfect,  place  a  portion  of  the  dissolved  acid  in  a 
porcelain  dish,  and  float  it  in  a  large  vessel  of  hot  water. 

Disinfecting  purposes  generally,  1  pound  of  crystals  to  6  gallons 
of  water.  Fluids  1  part  to  80  of  water.  Powder ^  1  ounce  of  crystals 
with  4  pounds  of  slacited  lime. 

For  drains,  take  1  pound  of  the  fluid  carbolic  acid  to  5  gallons  of 
warm  water. 

Toothache  is  oflen  cured  with  one  drop  of  carbolate  of  glycerine ; 
and  diarrhoea  arrested  in  half  an  hour  with  2  drops. 

In  all  cases  of  parasitic  life  it  is  advisable  to  commence  with  very 
dilute  carbolate  of  glycerine. — Chemist  and  Druggist. — American 
Eclectic  Medical  Review y  October,  1870. 
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On  thb  Rbmvdial  Powsrs  of  Aconite. — ^Attention  is  called  to 
some  uses  of  this  drug,  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Kainx,  of  Beardstown,  111.,  in  the 
St.  Louis  Medical  Archives,  April,  1870. 

In  a  case  of  extreme  nervous  irritability,  following  an  appoplectie 
seizure,  in  which  the  paroxysms  of  laughing,  shrieking,  weeping,  etc., 
were  violent  and  distressing,  I  began  with  six  drops  of  tinct.  aconite 
root,  and  in  less  than  two  weeks  had  increased  it  to  forty-five  drops, 
three  times  a  day,  which  was  continued  for  several  weeks.  Opium, 
hydrocyanic  acid,  strychnia,  etc.,  were,  one  after  another,  tried  and  inter- 
dicted on  account  of  the  prostration  produced  by  their  action ;  but  the 
aconite  was  borne  with  ease  and  benefit,  removing,  in  a  short  time,  a 
condition  of  pulmonary  congestion  that  had  been  present,  the  effect  of 
each  dose  subsiding  in  the  course  of  six  hours.  Almost  immediately  after 
each  dose  the  irritability  disappeared,  and  the  patient  was  enabled  to 
sleep,  though  easily  aroused.  No  ill  effects  were  at  any  time  observed, 
the  circulation  being  influenced  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same 
degree  as  through  minute  doses,  the  pupil  being  usually  moderately 
contracted. 

In  the  case  of  a  girl  of  14  years,  suffering  from  neuralgic  affection,  I 
administered  tw^ity  drops  in  the  course  of  two  hours.  The  pain  was 
entirely  relieved,  with  no  bad  result. 

Of  the  same  tincture,  I  have  found  that  three  or  four  drops  would 
relieve  severe  palpitations. 

In  several  cases  of  rheumatism  I  have  given  it  continuously  for  weeks, 
and  have  never  observed  cumulative  action  as  a  result, 

Probab]y  the  safest  mode  of  administration,  and  at  the  same  time 
most  likely  to  secure  its  benefits  in  each  case,  is  to  commence  with  the 
ordinary  dose  of  five  drops  and  cautiously  increase  the  quantity  until 
some  definite  action  is  observed, — Half-  Yearly  Compendium  of  Medical 
Science,  July.  1870. 


Therapeutic  Uses  of  Iodoform. — Dr.  Stiles  Kennedy,  of  Newark, 
Delaware,  communicates  the  results  of  his  observations  on  the  effects  of 
this  drug,  which  he  considers  to  possess  great  value  in  various  con- 
stitutional and  nervous  diseases.  He  gives  the  details  of  a  case  of 
periodic  gastric  neuralgia,  probably  connected  with  a  rheumatic 
diathesis  of  several  months'  standing,  in  a  man  not  30  years  of  age, 
of  antecedent  good  health  and  vigor.  The  pains  in  the  stomach  recurred 
on  each  afternoon,  and  lasted  well  during  the  remainder  of  the  twenty- 
four  hours.     Quinine,  iron,  morphia,  arsenic,  blisters,   mercury,  and 
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other  remedies,  had  been  administered  without  advantage.  Two  grains 
of  iodoform,  and  the  same  quantity  of  pulv.  ferri,  were  prescribed  in 
pills  three  times  a  day,  and  in  a  week  he  was  well.  The  second  case 
was  that  of  a  man  aged  45,  who  suffered  from  violent  and  frequently 
recurring  pain  in  the  scalp,  running  from  the  eyebrows  to  the  occiput. 
A  great  variety  of  treatment  had  here  also  been  adopted,  the  last  being 
heroic  doses  of  quinia,  morphia,  iron,  and  arsenic  in  combination,  but 
without  effect.  Dr.  Kennedy  therefore  ordered  iodoform,  pulv.  ferri, 
of  each  one  hundred  grains,  veratria  one  grain ;  to  be  divided  into  fifty 
pills,  one  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day.  After  twelve  days'  con- 
tinuance the  pain  completely  disappeared,  and  in  the  course  of  the  last 
year  only  recurred  twice,  on  each  occasion  being  quickly  removed  by 
recommencing  the  use  of  the  pills.  A  similar  combination,  without 
the  veratria,  was  found  very  effective  in  sciatica,  by  another  physician, 
and  in  several  cases  of  ague  by  a  third.  Dr.  Kennedy  recommends  it 
strongly  hs  an  addition  to  the  ordinary  plasters  and  ointments  for 
syphilitic  periositis,  etc.;  in  fact,  he  says,  an  ointment  containing  from 
thirty  to  sixty  grains  of  iodoform  to  an  ounce  of  lard  is  one  of  the 
most  delightful  remedies,  so  far  as  relief  is  concerned,  to  painful  burns, 
sores,  chancres,  boils,  etc.,  thi^t  can  be  found,  promoting  rapid  healing. 
In  two  cases  of  chancre  the  dry  powder  was  applied  with  magical 
results. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, — Detroit  Review  of  Medicine 
and  Pharmacy,  August,  1870. 

Treatmbnt  of  Utebink  Catarrh  by  Internal  Application  of 
Carbolic  Acid. — By  W.  Platpair,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  King's 
College  Hospital.  In  a  large  proportion  of  old  standing  cases  of 
uterine  catarrh  it  is  hopeless  to  effect  a  permanent  cure  by  any  means 
which  do  not  act  directly  on  the  seat  of  the  disease,  which  is  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  and  cervical  canal  beyond  the 
external  os,  accompanied  of  course,  with  secondary  morbid  states  of  the 
body  of  the  uterus  and  cervix,  such  as  hypertrophy,  congestion,  &c 
Rest,  applications  to  the  exterior  of  the  cervix,  and  general  treatment 
will  unquestionably  cause  a  temporary  improvement,  but  on  a  re* 
currenoe  to  the  old  habits  of  life  all  the  old  symptoms* return.  There 
are  serious  objections  to  intra  uterine  injections,  unless  the  os  is  first 
dilated  with  laminaria  tents,  as  they  are  apt  to  bring  on  severe  uterine 
eolics.  By  means  of  fine  probes  of  whalebone  or  flexible  metal,  round 
which  a  thin  film  of  fine  cotton  wool  is  wrapped,  alterative  applications 
can  readily  be  made  to  the  interior  of  the  uterus,  without  pain  or  danger. 
In  the  very  numerous  oases  in  which  this  plan  of  treatment  has  been 
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carried  out,  in  no  single  instance  has  anything  but  the  greatest  benefit 
accrued.  It  is  no  doubt  advisable  to  select  the  cases  judiciously,  and 
where  there  is  much  uterine  tenderness,  intra-uterine  treatment  should 
be  postponed  until  this  has  been  diminished  bj  rest,  leeching,  <&;c.;  but 
with  proper  precautions  the  treatment  is  perfectly  safe.  A  concentrated 
solution  of  carbolic  acid,  eighty  parts  to  twenty  of  water,  is  used ;  and 
it  acts  so  well  that  for  a  long  time  nothing  else  has  been  employed. 
Afler  the  first  application  the  discharge  is  sometimes  increased,  but 
after  the  second  or  third  it  is  generally  greatly  diminished,  and  a  single 
application  is  oflen  sufiicient  to  cure  superficial  erosions  of  the  cervix. 
As  a  rule,  there  is  no  difficulty  'in  passing  the  probes,  as  in  true  uterine 
catarrh  the  os  is  invariably  patulous.  As  the  c&se  improves  the  patulous 
state  of  the  os  diminishes,  and  this  is  found  to  be  one  of  the  most 
certain  signs  of  improvement. — Medical  News  and  Library. — Buffalo 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  August,  1870. 


Glycsrins. — I  recommend  to  the  profession  the  use  of  this  article 
instead  of  syrups  when  prescribing  medicines  in  a  liquid  form.  My 
reasons  are :  That  it  possesses  great  solvent  powers,  and  mixes  well 
with  most  substances;  that  it  acts  as  a  great  preseryative  to  the 
medicine  .by  preventing  fermentation  and  decomposition ;  that  in  the 
practice  of  children  especially,  it  counteracts  fermentation  in  the  stomach, 
acts  as  a  nutritive,  and  thereby  greatly  diminishes  irritation  in  the 
alimentary  canal.  It  has  no  superior  as  a  vehicle  for  giving  acid 
substances,  such  as  tincture  of  guiac,  turpentine,  ammonia,  chloroform, 
acids,  etc.  In  prescribing  glycerine  for  internal  use,  only  the  very  best 
ought  to  be  used,  as  an  inferior,  impure  article  would  only  produce  ad- 
verse results. — Medical  and  Surgical  Beparter^  October,  1870. 


Chloroform  in  thb  Treatment  of  Biliary  Calculi. — By  John 
Barclay,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Infirmary,  Leicester. — Seeing  some 
reference  in  a  contemporary  periodical  to  the  proposed  use  of  chloral 
as  a  solvent  of  biliary  calculi,  I  crave  space  to  state  that  I  have  met 
with  very  great  success  from  the  internal  administration  of  chloroform 
in  that  disease. 

I  first  used  it  in  1861,  in  the  case  of  a  clergyman,  aged  58.  He  had 
suffered  for  twenty-three  years  from  gall-stones;  the  peculiar  pain, 
jaundice,  with  subsequent  discharge,  by  stool,  of  the  calculi,  coming  on 
80  suddenly  and  without  warning,  as  seriously  and  frequently  to  interfere 
with  his  duties.    Just  then,  writing  on  alcohol,  I  had  been  studying  the 
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experiments  of  Lalemand  and  others  on  the  existence  of  alcohol  un- 
-changed  in  the  blood.  Knowing  that  ethers  are  solvents  of  cholesterine, 
I  ventured,  on  his  third  attack  in  that  jear,  to  prescribe  chloroform  in 
doses  of  two  or  three  drops,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  on  the  chance 
of  its  reaching  the  calculi  through  the  blood.  To  his  surprise  and  mj 
gratification,  pain,  tenderness,  distention  and  jaundice  disappeared 
together,  and  in  the  eight  years  since  elapsed  he  has  never  had  another 
attack.  He  keeps  a  bottle  of  "  chloric  ether "  by  him  for  occasional 
use.  I  have  found  it  to  give  invariable  and  permanent  relief  in  many 
kistanoes  since. 

The  theory  of  thus  dissolving  the  calculi  in  sitUy  followed  by  the 
disappearance  of  the  symptoms,  leads  to  a  deduction  that  may  be 
legitimate,  that  relief  was  obtained  by  their  being  so  dissolved. — Brit. 
Med,  Jour. — Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  August,  1870. 
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TO  OUR  PATRONS. 


This  number  completes  the  ninth  volume  of  the  Journal  of  Materia 
Medica,  and  we  desire  to  express  our  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the 
many  appreciative  testimonials  we  have  received  during  the  year  from 
our  colleagues  of  the  press  and  from  members  of  the  profession. 

It  has  been  the  object  of  the  Editors  to  supply,  so  far  as  in  their 
power  a  deficiency  which  previously  existed,  upon  the  subject  of  in- 
digenous materia  medica,  and  to  present  in  a  concentrated  form  the 
results  of  recent  investigations  in  medicine,  the  practical  experience  of 
the  toilers  in  our  profession,  and  to  urge  the  sale  and  use  of  pure  un- 
adulterated drugs,  drugs  of  a  known  standard  and  quality  and  uniform 
strength;  the  importance  of  the  latter  cannot  be  overrated  nor  too 
persistently  urged.  It  is  only  necessary  to  say  to  a  thinking  mind,  the 
use  of  drugs  of  a  known  strength,  saves  time,  money  and  reputation. 

We  have  aimed  to  make  the  Journal  not  only  instructive  and  an  every- 
day compahion,  but  thorough  and  reliable,  that  each  volume  when 
complete  shall  be  a  standard  work  on  materia  medica.  And  it  is  a 
matter  of  no  little  gratification  with  us,  that  our  efforts  have  met  the 
approbation  of  so  many  of  the  profession,  as  is  attested  by  a  long  and 
constantly  increasing  list  of  subscribers  and  readers  in  every  State  of  the 
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Unioiiy  to  all  of  whom  we  offer  our  hearty  thanks  for  their  cordial 
support  and  frequent  words  of  commendation. 

We  shall  pursue  another  year,  the  same  general  plan,  promising  that 
n»  effort  shall  be  spared  to  make  the  Journal  worthy  of  the  confidence 
and  cordial  support  of  the  whole  medical  profession,  and  that  no  feature 
will  be  neglected  which  shall  contribute  to  its  usefulness  and  ap- 
pearance. 

For  terms,  <Sz;c.,  see  prospectus. 

Volumes  for  1870  will  be  furnished,  bound,  at  one  dollar  and  a  half, 
postage  paid. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  INEBRIATE  ASYLUM. 


The  following  announcement  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  medical  profession,  and  to  the  public  in  general. 

It  is  believed  that  the  experience  of  the  past  five  years  has 
demonstrated  not  only  the  utility  but  the  necessity  of  the  institution 
known  as  the  New  Yore  State  Inebriate  Astlum.  We  speak  ad- 
visedly when  we  afiivm  that  at  no  time  have  its  prospects  for  usefulness 
been  more  promising,  or  has  it  been  in  so  good  a  condition  so  far  as^ 
the  treatment  of  patients  is  concerned,  as  it  is  now.  We  have 
sought  to  make  it  what  it  was  originally  intended  to  be,  a  reformatory 
christian  home. 

There  are  very  many  persons  in  our  State  and  throughout  the 
country,  the  victims  of  a  terrible  mania  for  drink,  who  need  the  salutary 
treatment  this  Institution  affords,  and  who,  without  such  aid  must  in 
all  human  probability  perish.  We,  therefore,  disclaiming  every  object 
except  an  earnest  desire  to  aid  in  restoring  to  their  friends  and  to  society 
a  class  of  men  fallen  indeed,  but  not  beyond  recovery,  would  earnestly 
conimend  this  Institution  as  an  efficient  means  for  securing  an  end  so 
important  and  inestimable. 

We  deem  it  proper  to  state,  that  ample  means  are  provided  to  meet 
the  physical,  intellectual  and  religious  wants  of  the  patients.  The 
Asylum  occupies  a  remarkably  healthful  and  beautiful  site.  It  is 
furnished  with  baths,  and  a  great  variety  of  amusements ;  with  a  good 
library  and  reading  room,  which  is  supplied  with  the  leading  daily 
newspapers  and  the  American  and  British  magazines. 

The  rules  of  the  Institution  require  regularity  in  regard  to  meals — 
the  hours  of  retiring  and  rising — and  the  attendance  on  the  religious^ 
exercises  of  the  establishment. 

Hie  Asylum  has  been  placed  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Daniel  G. 
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Dodos,  a  man  of  superior  administratiYe  qualifications,  and  towards 
whom  there  is  but  one  sentiment  prevailing  with  the  offioers  of  the 
Institution  and  among  the  patients,  that  of  profonnd  respect  for  him  as 
a  christian  gentleman,  and  oonfidence  in  him  as  a  skillfil  physician. 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  1,  1870. 

WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  D.,  New  York,  N  Y., 
Rev.  Sam'l  W.  Bush,  Register.  Pres't  Board  Trustees. 
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AMUSEMENT,  INSTRUCTION,  AND  ADORNMENT. 


Webster's  New  Unabridged  Dictionary  is  certainly  a  proud 
monument  to  the  literary  and  analytical  ability  and  industry  of  the 
country,  and  in  this  respect  its  compilers  and  publishers  deserve  double 
commendation.  When  we  speak  of  it  as  a  Dictionary  alone,  we  hardly 
do  justice  to  that  immense  affluence  of  topics,  and  fullness  of  definition 
that  makes  it  "  the  poor  man's  library  "  of  amtuement,  instruction  and 
adornment, — Solid  as  philosophy,  exact  as  mathematics,  and  exhaustive, 
in  brief,  as  a  series  of  abridged  treatises  on  every  subject,  it  is  at  the 
same  time  as  pleasant  reading  as  the  latest  works  of  fiction,  with  the 
advantage  that  it  is  all  made  up  of  facts.  We  remember  nothing  in  the 
world  of  letters  that  has  made  such  a  sensation  in  its  way  as  this 
valuable  work. — New  York  Mercantile  Journal, 


FLUID  EXTRACTS  versus  TINCTURES. 

Iowa,  187«. 
Messrs.  Tildsn  <b  Co. 

Through  what  House  in  Chicago,  or  other  City  near  us  can 
we  procure  your  preparations,  as  they  come  from  you.  We  cannot  get 
them  half  the  time ;  others  are  substituted  and  we  are  compelled  to 
take  up  with  what  are  sent,  because  of  the  disturbance  and  delay. 
Physicians  don't  like  to  use  any  others  but  yours,  as  th6y  always 
produce  the  effects  they  expect  and  are  uniform  in  quality  and  strength. 
Others  are  not.  I  have  tried  all  kinds,  the  "Cold  Expressed,"  "Im- 
proved process,"  made  either  in  Philadelphia  or  Detroit,  and  another 
claimed  to  be  "  prepared  without  heat."  Our  physicians  do  not  like 
them  and  complain  of  their  effects.  There  are  so  many  with  such 
extraordinary  daims  that  we  are  often  deceived. 

G.  L. 


i 


» 
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Editorial  Remarks  : — ^This  is  no  new  recital  of  difficulties.  Com- 
plaints* come  from  other  quarters,  and  the  difficulty  is  that  Tinctures 
and  not  Fluid  Extracts  are  .purchased  and  vended,  which  may  be  six 
or  eight  ounces  of  crude  material  to  the  pint  and  may  not  be  over  two, 
the  strength  of  the  officinal  tincture. 

The  distinctive  chjiractet  of  a  Fluid  Extract  is  the  concentration  of 
the  active  properties  of  medicinal  substances  into  small  bulk,  in  the 
liquid  form. 

Tinctures  are  solutions  of  medicinal  substances  in  alcohol  or  diluted 
alcohol,  prepared  by  digestion  or  percolation.  The  first  should  represent 
for  each  pint  sixteen  ounces  Troy  of  the  crude  material,  the  latter  only 
two  ounces.  The  first  can  only  be  made  by  digestion,  percolation  and 
evaporation^  repeated  until  the  crude  material  is  fully  exhausted,  if  it  is 
honestly  desired  to  make  a  preparation  that  represents  fully  the  article 
under  treatment.  It  is  likewise  an  important  part  of  the  process'  to 
know  when  the  crude  material  is  fully  and  completely  exhausted  and 
then  to  test  the  product  to  know  if  it  contains  the  proper  amount  of 
active  principle.  This  is  often  extremely  difficult  and  delicate  mat- 
ter, and  requires  long  experience  and  skill. 

The  modern  method  of  exhausting  by  percolation  till  one  pint  is 
obtained,  is  simply  a  strong  tincture,  it  is  not  a  Fluid  Extract,  the 
method  called  '*  cold  expressed  "  is  the  same,  And  the  greatest  misnomer 
of  all  is  the  parade  of  Fluid  Extracts  "  made  without  heat,"  as  if  heat 
was  injurious.  This  is  only  designed  to  make  an  impression  favorable 
to  the  preparation,  without  observation  enough  to  know  that  it  cannot 
for  a  moment  stand  criticism.  No  method  has  been  discovered,  and  we 
doubt  if  one  ever  will  be,  to  make  an  extract  which  shall  represent  16 
ounces  Troy  of  crude  material  to  each  pint,  without  evaporation  and 
concentration,  or  the  use  of  heat  in  some  form,  except  it  be  in  a  small 
way  and  at  a  cost  that  will  shut  the  article  out  of  ordinary  use.  Heat 
must  be  employed  for  concentration,  and  this  can  be  regulated  at  a  point 
of  impossible  injury.  Heal  is  absolutely  essential  in  many  instances 
for  &  proper  and  complete  solution  of  ike  active  principle ;  in  some  cases 
this  is  sparingly  soluble  in  cold  alcohol  or  water,  and  very  soluble  in 
warm  alcohol  or  water. 

Whenever  it  is  claimed  to  treat  two  hundred  articles  of  the  Materia 
Medica  by  one  process,  as  '^ without  heat,"  ''cold  expression,"  or 
some  other  wonderful  discovery,  it  can  be  held  as  professing  to  do 
too  much,  and  that  failure  in  a  majority  of  them  is  certain,  for,  of 
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the  two  hundred  articles  scarcely  any  two  should  be  treated  alike. 
Just  as  well  might  it  be  claimed  that  all  the  diseases  of  the'  human 
family  are  to  be  treated  alike  "  without  heat." 

Prof.  Proctor  remarks  concerning  these  methods  :  "  There  is  much 
to  be  learne4  in  the  relation  of  solvents  to  organic  matter  in  the  process 
of  percolation.  Furthermore,  we  do  not  believe  that  evaporation 
necessitates  the  destruction  of  medicinal  power  when  properly  conducted 
by  adapting  the  method  and  temperature,  to  the  nature  of  the  substance 
treated." 

Prof.  Wood  says  :  "  Properly  prepared,  the  fluid  extracts  are  among 
the  most  efficacious,  convenient  and  elegant  medicinal  preparations-, 
whereas,  if  carelessly  or  ignofantly  made,  there  are  probably  none 
which  would  be  more  likely  to  deceive  the  hopes  of  the  practitioner. 

The  surest  way -of  remedying  the  frauds  practised  on  the  invalid  by 
the  use  of  these  agents  of  uncertain  strength,  is  in  arousing  the  attention 
of  the  medical  profession  to  their  frequency,  and  in  appealing  to  their 
conscientious  senses  of  duty — throwing  upon  them  the  onus  of  always 
examining  carefully  the  nature  and  strength  of  the  medicaments  they 
use,  and  determining  each  for  hindself  whether  it  is  better  to  pay  a 
little  more  for  an  article,  than  to  jeopardize  the  life  of  their  patients 
by  the  use  of  preparations  which  bear  on  their  face  the  stamp  of  un- 
reliability. ^ 

The  substitution  of  Tinctures  which  are  readily  and  simply  made  for 
Fluid  Extracts,  that  require  more  time^  care  and  skill,  and  scientific 
appliances  for  their  proper  preparation,  is  a  gross  fraud  as  well  on  the 
profession  as  the  public,  and  the  sooner  the  attention  of  the  former  is 
called  to  this  important  matter  the  better  it  will  be  for  all.  We  are  so 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  enormous  extent  to  which  this  imposition 
has  been  carried,  as  well  as  of  the  vital  interests  involved,  that  we  should 
be  false  to  our  own  sense  of  duty  did  we  fail  to  urge  it  on  the  attention 
of  the  profession,  and  when  they  understand  it  the  responsibility  will 
be  with  them  if  this  system  of  fraud  is  encouraged,  and  not  with  us. 
The  adulteration  of  drugs  and  chemicals  has  heretofore  called  loudly 
for  reform,  so  far  even  as  to  induce  legislative  action  and  much  good 
has  been  done;  and  we  trust  that  similar  resulls  may  follow  in  the  case 
of  manufactured  articles. 


Correspondents  will  oblige  us  by  writing  plainly  their  NaiM%^  Town, 
County  and  State.  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
tliese  are  omitted* 
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!Pnblislied  by  Tilden  &  Company, 
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•♦#         » 


Owing  to  an  insufficient  supply  of  back  numbers  of  ths  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  many  enquir  les  concerning 
particular  articles  which  have  been  referred  to  at  lengtii  in  it,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  the  information  so  often  solicited  in  regard  to 
our  medicinal  preparations  in  general,  we  issue  this  publication,  as  a 
Supplement,  appending  many  tables  desirable  and  valuable  to  the  pro- 
fession. 

The  first  edition  was  published  some  two  years  ago,  since  which  time 
we  have  added  largely  to  our  catalogue  of  medicines,  and  we  now  pre- 
sent the  profession  a  carefully  revised  and  enlarged  edition.  We  have 
purposed  to  have  it  contain  a  comprehensive  summary  of  the  action 
and  uses  of  all  our  various  drugs,  simple  and  compound,  and  in  every 
grade  of  combination;  and  they  comprise  a  large  class  of  the  most  ap 
proved  agents  in  the  materia  medica,  the  most  popular  as  well  as  effi- 
cient instruments  for  combating  disease,  including,  also,  sTeveral  combi- 
nations and  valuable  medicines,  which  are  as  yet  coniparati  vely  new,  but 
.  whose  promptness  of  action  and  agreeableness,  in  a  word,  whose  remedial 
and  practical  utility  have  been  so  highly  recommended  as  to  give  them  a 
prominent  place  among  therapeutical  agents.  We  have  also  stated  the 
dose  of  each  article,  and  when  deemed  important,  the  most  palpable 
contra-indications,  incompatibles,  and  antidotes.  Our  prime  object  has 
been  to  place  before  the  physician's  eye  the  varied  medicinal  applica- 
tion of  each  remedy,  and  to  reduce  to  the  smallest  possible  bulk. 

Perhaps  there  has  been  no  time  since  we  began  the  publication'  of  the 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica  when  it  was  more  sought  for  or  read  than 
at  present.  The  inducements  which  exist  under  the  present  state  of 
affairs  for  the  debasement  of  medical  substances  generally  demand  in- 
creased care  on  the  part  of  dealers  in  medicines,  as  well  as  on  the  part 
of  the  Profession  great  discrimination  against  deception  and  fraud, 
more  particularly  in  their  preparation,  into  which  enter  materials  of  high 
cost,  and  which  are  frequently  offered  at  a  cost  less  than  the  material 
can  be  purchased  for. 
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A  recent  article  in  the  Druggists'  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette 
and  New  York  Medical  Journal,  bearing  particularly  upon  these  points, 
being  of  interest  to  the  Profession,  we  give  entire : 

"  It  is  curious  ta  compare  the  prices  current  as  issued  by  the  various 
manufacturers  of  what,  in  contradistinction  to  Chemicals,  are  called 
Pharmaceuticals.  Take,  for  instance,  the  class  of  Fluid  Extracts,  one 
list  before  us  quotes  Fluid  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla  (Comp.)  at  $2.85 
per  lb. ;  another  quotes  the  same  at  $1.25.  One  quotes  Fluid  Extract 
of  Buchu  at  $3.25,  another  the  same  at  $1.25,  and  so  on,  the  prices 
varying  from  twice  to  three  times  as  much  on  one  list  as  another. 
Now,  a  fluid  extract,  according  to  every  acknowledged  authority,  is 
made,  with  a  very  few  well-known  exceptions,  of  such  strength  that  for 
every  troy  ounce  of  the  drug  there  must  be  just  a  fluid  ounce  of  the 
Fluid  Extract.  This  is  the  strength  prescribed  by  the  U.  S.  Pharmaco- 
poeia, and  that  ^hich  of  course  forms  the  basis  of  their  employment  in 
the  treatment  of  disease,  and  especially  in  making  the  other  prepara- 
tions of  the  same  drug.  Where  a  troy  ounce  of  a  drug  is  used  in  mak- 
ing a  pint  of  its  syrup,  a  fluid  ounce  of  its  fluid  extract  added  to  fifteen 
fluid  ounces  of  simple  syrup,  would  be  expected  to  furnish  a  pint  of 
syrup  of  corresponding  strength.  So  simple  and  easy  is  this  method  of 
preparing  the  weaker  liquid  preparations  used  in  medicine,  that  it  is 
now  very  much  resorted  to  by  Pharmaceutists  and  Physicians,  and  is 
recognized  in  several  instances  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  What,  then,  is 
the  reason  that  Fluid  Extracts  differ  so  greatly  in  price  from  different 
makers  ?  Is  it  because  some  possess  facilities  for  making  them  so  much 
cheaper  than  others,  or  must  we  look  for  other  causes  1  This,  we  think, 
can  be  answered  conclusively  thus : — ^Throwing  out  of  view  the  exact 
processes  laid  down  in  the  PharmacopcBia,  to  which  some  manufacturers 
conscientiously  adhere,  there  are  only  two  considerations  which  can 
materially  affect  the  economy  of  extraction  of  drugs — these  are  the 
completeness  of  the  means  of  pressure  and  of  the  recovery  of  the  excess 
of  alcohol  employed.  At  the  present  enormous  cost  of  alcohol  it  is 
essential  that  not  a  drop  shall  be  wasted  to  secure  an  economical  result ; 
hence  most  skillful  percolation  must  be  resorted  to,  connected  with 
pressure  for  securing  every  drop  of  the  percolate,  and  then  well  adjusted 
apparatus  for  distillation  must  be  used  in  concentrating  the  liquid. 
These  requirements  are  met,  perhaps,  by  all  the  leading  manufacturers, 
and  yet  this  great  disparity  in  prices.  The  true  reason  is,  undoubtedly, 
that  some  few.  manufacturers  make  these  preparations  of  full  strength, 
while  the  majority  wholly  ignore  the  standards  of  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  sell  preparations  of  just  such  strength  as  suits  themselves.     We 
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will  not  ask  whether  this  is  justifiable  on  the  professional  ethics,  but  we 
put  it  to  the  reader  whether  it  is  dealing  justly  toMjard  that  very  large 
class  of  purchasers  who  are  led  by  names,  with  very  little  knowledge 
as  to  the  real  merits  of  a  preparation.  If  a  fluid  extract  may  represent 
one-fourth  its  weight  of  a  drug,  or  may  be  equal  to  its  own  weight, 
according  to  the  whim  of  the  maker,  what  value  can  it  have  in  any 
rational  scheme  of  medicine  ?  As  to  the  interest  of  the  purchaser,  it 
evidently  lies  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases,  in  getting  the  best.  If  a 
man  will  ignore  the  standards  of  good  practice  in  his  manipulations, 
what  confidence  can  one  have  in  his  fairness  in  business  transactions  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  inflexible  honesty  in  manufacturing  indicates  a  sim- 
ilar principle  in  dealing.  We  should  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  over 
these  obvious  points,  but  for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  an 
invariable  rule  which  may  be  applied  to  these  price  currents.  When  a 
Fluid  Extract  is  offered  at  a  given  price,  let  the  buyer  count  up  the 
cost  of  the  drug,  remembering  that  a  pint  will  take  sixteen  troy  ounces 
(equal  to  a  commercial  pound  and  two  ounces),  with  the  menstruum, 
almost  always  alcoholic,  and  which  by  every  process  is  liable  to  some 
waste,  and  the  sum  of  these  items  will  be  the  minimum  cost  of  the 
preparations.  To  get  at  the  fair  selling  price,  a  margin  must  be  added 
for  fuel  and  labor,  and  a  profit  of  not  less  than  twenty  per  cent  to  the 
manufacturer.  If  the  price  quoted  falls  much  belpw  this,  depend  upon 
it,  there  is  a  deficiency  somewhere,  and  the  apparent  cheapness  does  not 
imply  economy  to  the  purchaser." 

The  results  of  Competition  in  the  manufacture  of  medicines  frequently 
leads  on  to  a  kind  of  rivalry  which  can  only  be  sustained  by  low  prices 
and  adulteration.  Pure  remedies  can  not  be  sold  for  the  same  as  im- 
pure ones.  Those  who  offer  medicines  at  reduced  prices  make  their 
profits  by  adding  oflen  worthless  articles,  or  articles' that  chemically 
change  the  action  and  power  of  remedies  to  such  an  extent  that  disap- 
pointment must  necessarily  follow  their  exhibition.  The  character  of 
the  manufacturer  must  secure  character  for  his  preparations.  The 
profession  should  obtain  abetter  and  more  cvi  deal  knowledge  of  the  vari- 
ous manufacturers,  that  due  weight  may  be  given  to  the  nam£s  associated 
with  the  preparations  they  use,  and  shmld  then  be  more  careful  to  observe 
that  the  authenticated  label  of  the  manufacturer  is  affixed.  The  dis- 
honest manufacturer,  no  less  than  the  itinerant  doctor,  the  quack  or 
charlatan,  is  an  imposter.  Both  by  a  system  of  false  assurances^ 
often  obtain  possession  of  the  business  which  legitimately  and  hu- 
manely belongs  to  the  man  of  science  and  honest  purposes. 

The  'price  of  Medicines  should  be  a  minor  consideration  with  the 
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physician.  His  dominant  object  should  be  to  obtain  pure  drugs,  and 
such  can  not  be  obtained  at  the  low  prices  quoted  by  some  manufactu- 
rers, as  the  crude  articles  themselves  actually  often  cost  more  than  the 
preparations  do  after  thej  have  passed  through  the  expensive  manipula- . 
tions  and  processes  of  the  laboratory.  Yet  it  is  not  unfrequently  the 
case  that  physicians  are  startled  at  the  apparent  difference  in  the  price, 
and  are  influenced  too  much  in  their  decision  in  favor  of  the  cheap  arti- 
cles, forgetting  that  they  may  not  only  be  entirely  worthless,  but  that 
the  effects  of  the  uncertainty  and  bad  quality  of  these  substances  are 
transmitted  directly  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  in  failing  to  fulfill 
the  indications  to  their^  use  they  not  only  bring  distrust  and  discredit 
upon  both  the  science  and  art  of  medicine,  but  also  tend  directly  to 
foster  and  uphold  the  quackeries  and  nostrums  of  the  day  in  many  ways; 
forgetting  that  perhaps  one-tourth  the  quantity  of  the  best  preparation 
would  answer  their  purpose  at  a  less  actual  cost,  and  at  the  same 
time  would  promote  their  reputation  for  success  and  skill. 

On  the  purity  of  Medicines  are  pending  numerous  and  important 
issues,  such  as  affect  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician,  the 
interest  of  his  patients,  the  mitigation  and  cure  of  disease,  the  hope  and 
expectation  of  anxious  friends,  and  even  in  many  instances  life  itself. 
Every  medicinal  agent  used  for  the  mitigation  or  cure  of  disease  should 
be  given  free  from  any  adulteration.  This  subject  presents  a  common 
interest  for  the  contemplation  of  the  profession.  Much  of  a  physician's 
success  in  obtaining  and  retaining  a  practice  must,  necessarily,  depend 
upon  the  purity  of  the  agents  he  employs.  If  they  are  spurious,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  action  and  power  are  deficient,  the  practitioner 
must  be  disappointed  in  the  treatment  of  maladies,  and  the  result  will 
almost  invariably  be  that  the  patient  and  friends  will  be  disappointed 
in  the  medical  attendant,  and  he  will  be  discharged  and  another  called 
to  administer  in  his  stead. 

The  effects  of  impure  drugs  are  not  limited  to  the  physician  and  his 
confiding  patrons,  or  even  his  patients'  friends.  Communities  have  an 
interest  at  stake,  and  the  circumstances  may  be  such  that  the  doctor 
may  have  a  public  verdict  against  him,  and  his  reputation,  however 
good,  however  meritorious  and  hard-earned,  destroyed  simply  by  the 
exhibition  of  adulterated  medicines. 

There  are  other  [issues  pending,  such  as  protracted  disease  and  in 
creased  sufferings,  and  the  loss  of  life  plainly  to  be  attributed  to  this 
sole  cause.     The  laws  of  our  land  are  framed  for  the  punishment  of 
fraud  and  its  suppression,  but  no  law  Has  yet  been  passed  adequate  to 
suppress  this  alarming  and  increasing  one,  the  adulteration  of  medi 
cines. 
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A  counterfeit  currency  has  laws  for  its  prohibition,  and  punishment 
of  the  offending  parties,  but  this  is  not  the  case  with  spurious  or  ficti- 
tious drugs.  And  yet  the  man,  who  stands  convicted  for  making  and 
passing  counterfeit  money,  has  not  committed  a  crime  that  should  be 
mentioned  in  relation  to  its  guilt  and  moral  turpitude,  when  contrasted 
with  that  of  manufacturing  and  vending  impure  medicines.  The  fornier 
has  aimed  only  to  defraud  in  money — ^the  latter  not  only  takes  your 
money  but  protracts  the  sufferings  of  disease  that  finally  end  in  prema- 
ture  dissolution. 

As  health  constitutes  the  crowning  blessing  of  life,  without  which 
wealth,  applause,  and  fame  sink  into  absolute  insignificance ;  so  that 
system  of  deception  that  aims  directly  or  indirectly  at  the  destruction 
of  the  citadel  of  health  may  in  all  truth  be  said  to  constitute  the  "we 
plus  ultra^^  of  fraudulent  transactions,  and  to  merit  a  general  rebuke. 
This  is  a  matter  that  comes  home  to  us  all.  There  is  no  one  of  us  who 
can  claim  exemption  from  the  evils  growing  out  of  the  deterioration 
and  debasement  of  medical  substances. 

Every  plant  in  the  materia  medica  possesses  some  specific  or  general 
medicinal  principle  upon  which  its  value,  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  de- 
pends. The  various  forms  in  which  medicines  are  prepared  give 
evidence  of  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  most  appropriate  and 
effective  mode  of  administering  them,  and  no  one  class  of  pharmaceutic 
preparations  can  be  used  exclusively  in  medical  practice  to  the  rejection 
of  all  others.  Their  remedial  properties  are  due  to  some  one  or  more 
active  principles.  The  preservation  j&id  presentation  of  these,  in  an 
unaltered  state,  in  all  preparations,  should  be  the  aim  and  purpose  of 
^  the  manipulator.  The  processes  by  which  they  are  obtained,  preserved 
and  made  available  to  fulfill  the  conditions  of  their  administration,  are 
important  points  of  consideration  to  the  medical  practitioner. 

The  sut)stance  or  crude  material  should  in  all  cases  be  analyzed,  and 
its  relation  to  a  standard  quality  ascertained,  because,  it  is  a  well  as- 
certained fact  that  plants  grown  in  different  localities,  upon  moist  or 
dry  soils,  lowlands  or  uplands,  or  collected  early  or  late  in  the  season, 
vary  in  their  proximate  principles. 

To  overcome  these  contingencies  as  far  as  possible,  we  cultivate 
.  extensively  the  most  important  plants.  By  the  analysis  of  a  particular 
article,  and  the  soil  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  grow  it,  the  nutriment 
necessary  to  its  perfect  development  is  determined.  Principal  among 
these  are  the  narcotics,  as  hyoscyamus,  belladonna,  stramonium,  digita- 
lis, &c.     All  these  are  limited  to  a  certain  state  or  condition  of  growth 
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lor  manufacturing  purposes,  and  are  used  in  the  recent  state.  As  many 
of  the  principles  of  plants  are  of  a  volatile  and  delicate  nature,  readily 
injured  by  heat,  causing  a  conversion  of  fixed  soluble  principles  into 
insoluble  and  inert  compounds,  we  early  adopted  the  process  of  evapo- 
ration at  a  low  temperature  in  receivers  from  which  the  air  is  exhausted 
by  an  air  pump. 

Solid  or  Pilular  Extracts  should  represent  all  the  active  medici-' 
nal  principles  of  the  plant  from  whence  they  are  derived.  These  may 
be  an  alkaloid,  resinoid,  acid,  volatile  or  fixed  oil,  oleo-resin,  or  a  neutral 
principle,  (without  acid  or  alkaline  reaction),  separate  or  combined,  and 
should  be  preserved  in  their  natural  relations,  so  that  the  therapeutical 
efifect  shall  be  the  same  as  the  crude  material.  By  an  accurate  analysis 
of  the  plant,  the  menstruum  and  manipulation  can  be  adapted  to  the 
peculiar  characteristics  of  its  active  constituents,  and  their  preservation 
by  evaporation  in  a  vacuum  rendered  more  certainly  than  by  any  other 
known  process.  They  may  be  of  the  pilular  consistence,  or  by  further 
drying,  brought  to  a  powdered  state,,  and  in  that  form  present  all  the 
active  medicinal  or  positive  medical  constituents  of  the  plant  in  a  very 
concentrated  form. 

Inferior  or  sophisticated  preparations  consist  chiefly  in  the  employ- 
ment of  crude  materials  rejected  as  unfit  for  any  other  purpose,  either 
old  or  worm  eaten — the  admixture  of  gum  and  starch  to  give  the 
required  consistence,  or  keep  up  the  general  average  of  production,  or 
as  one  of  many  instances,  the  use  of  cichoriura  intybus  for  leontodon 
taraxacum,  or  solanum  nigrum  for  atropa  belladonna. 

Fluid  Extracts  vary  from  the  preceding  class  in  degree  of  concen- 
tration. The  general  principles  observed  in  thf  ir  preparation  are  the 
same,  but  the  process  by  which  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  plant 
are  exhibited  in  the  fluid  form,  admits  of  the  preparation  being  made  of 
any  required  standard  of  strength,  definite  and  uniform  as  regards  the 
amount  of  active  medicinal  principles  represented  by  any  given  quan- 
tity, held  in  solution  so  as  to  form  clear  preparations.  Conceding  ^wtcf 
extracts  to  be  made  from  materials  of  standard  quality,  and  by  processes 
calculated  to  exhibit  the  activity  of  the  plant,  they  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  practitioner  by  supplying  a  strength  of  preparation  inter- 
mediate between  the  solid  extract  and  the  tincture — avoid  the  unneces- 
ary  bulk  of  infusions — the  uncertainty  of  decoctions — the  stimulation 
modifying  the  therapeutical  action  of  many  tinctures — are  with  great 
facility  taken  into  the  system,  requiring  little  or  no  digestion — act  as 
soon  as  administered,  and  when  immediate  eflect  of  medicine  is  desired. 
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are  the  best  forms  in  which  it  can  be  employed.  The  physician  is 
enabled  to  regulate  the  dose  with  greater  ease  and  certainty,  and  for 
convenience  in  calculating  doses,  they  are  generally  made  of  the 
strength  of  one  pound  of  the  drug  to  one  pint  of  fluid — are  capable  of 
ready  combination,  or  of  converting  into  tinctures,  syrups  and  infusions 
for  purposes  of  further  combination. 

Alkaloids  and  Resinoids. — ^They  purport  to  be  the  active  principles 
of  the  plants,  and  have  the  same  relation  to  the  plants  whence  they  are 
derived,  that  quinia  does  to  the  cinchonas,  and  morphia  to  opium.  The 
alkaloids  possess  all  and  the  same  properties  with  the  mineral  alkalies; 
they  crystalize,  turn  red,  blue  litmus  paper,  and  combining  with  acids 
form  perfectly  defined  salts.  The  discovery  of  these  principles,  ordi- 
arily  designated  resinoids,  is  more  recent,  and  only  up  to  a  certain  . 
point  do  they  possess  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  resins,  Jalapin 
forms  an  exception.  Many  of  these  agents,  styled  indifferently  alka- 
loids or  resinoids,  do  not  present  any  marked  acid  or  alkaline  character- 
istics, such  as  piperine,  asparagine,  glycyrrkizine,  dtc.  These  substances 
are  more  numerous  than  the  resins,  properly  so-called. 

It  is  often  necessary  when  these  principles  have  been  reduced,  to 
combine  with  them  sugar  of  milk  or  the  powder  of  the  same  drug,  to 
secure  an  impalpable  powder,  because  they  are  often  oleaginous  in  their 
character.  This  fact,  when  it  occurs,  is  distinctly  stated  upon  the  bottle, 
and  the  quantity  always  increased  in  proportion  to  the  admixture,  that 
each  bottle  shall  contain  one  ounce  of  the  active  principle. 

These  agents  are  subject  to  much  adulteration;  but  the  tests  are  sim- 
ple and  easy. .  Concentrated  preparations  proper,  or  alkaloid  and  resin- 
oidsy  should  be  carefully  distinguished  from  the  alcoholic  and  hydro- 
alcoholic  extracts,  dried  and  powdered,  of  which  large  quantities  are 
being  made  and  sold  for  them.  However  convenient  and  valuable 
they  may  be  as  a  class,  they  are  preparations  which  should  be  sold  at 
only  a  small  advance  from  the  cost  of  the  solid  extracts ;  and  it  is  due 
to  the  physician  that  he  understands  definitely  whether  he  is  adminis- 
tering the  medicinal  principles  of  a  drug  in  an  isolated  form,  or  in  the 
form  of  a  powdered  solid  extract — ^at  the  same  time  he  should  not  be 
charged  the  price  of  the  former  whil^  dispensing  the  latter. 
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Aconitum  Napellus. 

{Aconite,) 

The  aconite  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  reli- 
able of  the  acro-narcotics.  Its  action  on  the  nervous  system  in 
medicinal  doses  is  that  of  a  direct  sedative.  It  differs  froin  opium 
and  its  preparations,  in  being  more  concentrated  and  uniform  in 
its  action  and  possesses  another  advantage  in  its  freedom  from  any 
tendency  to  unduly  excite  the  nervous  system,  or  to  produce  con- 
stipation. Aconite  gives  good  results  in  almost  the  entire  range 
of  neuralgic  affections,  and  in  those  obscure  complications  of  rheu- 
matism and  neuralgia,  in  which  there  is  freedom  from  local  or 
constitutional  trouble,  independent  of  the  nervous  derangement 
It  is  much  employed  in  the  treatment  of  gout,  scrofula,  seconda- 
ry syphilis,  scirrhus  and  certain  cutaneous  diseases,  amaurosis, 
paralysis,  epilepsy,  intermittent  fevers,  diseases  of  the  heart,  in 
inflammation  of  the  brain  and  its  meninges,  of  the  throat,  of , the 
lungs  and  pleura,  peritoneum,  intestinal  mucous  membrane, 
whether  attended  with  dysentery.,  or  diarrhea,  in  erysipelas,  acute 
corneitis  and  conjunctivitis,  &c.  Dr.  Preston  says :  "  I  have  used  it 
for  five  years,  during  which  time  I  have  repeatedly  exhibited  it 
in  various  neuralgise,  and  other  neuropathic  diseases,  and  have 
yet  to  find  a  case  it  did  not  cure."  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Peekskill,  N. 
Y.,  writes:  "In  acute  rheumatism  it  is  a  vialuable  remedy  given 
in  conjunction  with  vin.  colcL  sem.,  in  the  dose  of  five  mmitns  of 
the  former  to  half  a  dram  of  the  latter.  It  i^  almost  my  maiii  re- 
liance in  that  disease."    It  shotlld  be  administered  with  caution, 
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and  lor  greater  accuracy  the  fluid  extract  should  be  diluted.     See 
Journal  of  Materia  Meaica,  Nov.  1866. 

CbrUra-indications.  —  Chlorotic,  ansemic  and  paralytic  affectdons. 
Great  depression  of  nervous  energy  and  brain,  of  the  vital  powers. 
Hemorrhagic  irritability  and  feebleness  of  the  circulation.  Me- 
chanical impediment  to  the  passage  of  the  blood,  particularly 
through  the  heart  and  lungs. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  Leayeg, Dose.  2  to  8  drops. 

"  '*       Root, **  8  to  8     " 

Solid      "       "  i  to  1  grain. 

Pills,  igrain, "  1  to  4. 

"    i     **     "  lto2. 

"1      "     "  lto2. 

**    ol  Aconitine,  1-60  part  of  a  grain, "  1. 

Achillea  Millefolium. 

{Yarrow.) 

Mild  aromatic  tonic,  anti-spasmodic  and  astringent  Employed 
in  intermittents,  flatident  colic  and  nervous  afifections,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  hemorrhages  and  of  profuse  mucous  discharges,  and  in 
low  forms  of  exanthematous  fevers  with  difficult  eruptions. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

AlntLS   Rubra. 

{Tag  Alder.) 

Alterative,  emetic,  and  astringent.  Useful  in  scrofula,  seconda- 
ry syphilis,  and  several  forms  of  cutaneous  disease.  Its  astrin- 
gent properties  render  it  useful  in  hematuria,  and  other  hemor- 
rhages. The  alnuin  possesses  alterative,  tonic,  and  astringent 
{)owers,  and  is  recommended  in  herpes,  syphilis,  scorbutus,  scrofu/- 
a,  impetigo,  &c.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract v Dose,  1  to  2  drams* 

Alnuin **    1  to  8  grains. 

Angelica  AtropTirpnrea. 

{ATigelica  Hoot) 

Aromatic,  stimulant  carminative  and  diuretic ;  used  in  flatulent 
colic,  heart-bum,  jn  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs  and  passive 
dropsy  as  a  diuretic  with  uva  ursiy  and  eupfltorium  jmrpureumy. 
and  as  a  popular  remedy  to  promote  menstruation. 
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PBBPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 


Anthemis  Nobilis. 

{Chamomile.) 

Tonic,  alterative  and  emetic.  Given  in  small  doses  its  tonic 
and  alterative  properties  are  manifest;  in  large  ones  it  is  emetic. 
Used  in  dyspepsia,  intermittent  and  typhus  fevers,  in  flatulence, 
colic,  spasms  or  the  stomach,  hysteria,  nervous  diseases,  and  in 
painful  dysmenorrhea.  It  improves  the  digestive  organs,  and  is 
recommended  as  an  anti-periodic,  and  as  an  agent  for  preventing 
suppurations  in  phlegmonous  erysipelas  and  in  phthisis.  M. 
Ozanam  affirms  of  it  the  great  virtue  of  preventing  suppurations 
when  the  evil  has  not  advanced  too  far,  and  of  drying  them '  up 
where  they  have  existed  for  a  long  time.  He  says :  "  Chamomile 
in  large  doses  will  be  indicated  in  the  prevalent  diathesis  of  am- 
putation, in  puerperal  fever,  in  plegmonous  erysipelas — in  fact, 
m  every  case  in  which  it  is  desired  to  prevent  too  abundant  or  too 
long  continued  suppurations." 

PBEPASATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to      1  dram. 

Solid       "       **    4  to    20  grains. 

Pills,  2  grains "    1  to     4. 


Apocynum  AndrossBmi  folimn, 

{Bitter  Root) 

Alterative,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  emetic,  tonic  and  laxative. 
Valuable  in  the  treatment  of  chronic,  hepatic  affections,  dyspep- 
sia, amenorrhea,  rheumatism,  syphilitic  affections,  scrofula,  jaun- 
dice and  dropsy.  In  doses  of  foity  to  sixty  grains  of  the  root 
pulverized,  it  promptly  produces  emesis,  with  little  previous  nau- 
sea. The  extract  may  be  given  in  from  two  to  eight  grain  doses, 
and  repeated  as  circumstances  might  require.  See  Journal  ol 
Materia  Medica,  Oct,  1866. 

• 

PREPARATIOKS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  tonic,  10  to  20  drops. 

"         "        i "  diaphoretic,  15  to  25  drops. 

•*        "       » *'  emetic,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Solid       "        "  2  to  8  grains. 

Apocynin **  i  to  2        " 

Pills  of  Apocynin,  1  grain, **  1  to  2. 

**      Extract  Apocynum,  2  grains. . .  **  lto4L 
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^  Apocyniim  CannabinTim. 

{Indian  Hemp,) 

Tonic,  alterative,  powerful  emeto-cathartic,  diaphoretic,  expecto- 
rant, inducing  a  tendency  to  sleep,  independent  of  the  exhaustion 
consequent  upon  vomiting.  The  evacuations  brought  on  by  it 
are  large,  feculent,  watery,  and  are  succeeded  by  perspiration.  It 
is  a  most  powerftd  hydragogue,  cathartic,  and  diuretic. 

It  acts  so  powerfully  in  draining  the  system,. that  Dr.  Rush 
called  it  the  "  vegetable  trocar."  Dr.  Valentine  Mott  used  it  in; 
dropsy,  among  his  clinical  patients.  It  is  suited  to  tonic  dropsy, 
being  too  active  for  cases  of  an  atonic  character,  where  iron  is  ad- 
visable. 

Dr.  Knapp  gave  it  in  intermittent  fever,  pneumonic  affections, 
dysentery,  and  as  an  alterative  in  enteritia  As  a  tonic,  it  is  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  improve  the  tone  of  the  digestive  apparatus, 
and  through  this  medium  produces  a  corresponding  effect  upoa 
the  general  system. 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Griscom :  "  The 
indian  hemp,  when  taken  internally,  appears  to  have  four  differ- 
ent and  distinct  operations  upon  the  system :  1st,  as  an  emetic ; 
'2d,  as  a  purgative;  3d,  as  a  sudorific;  4th,  as  a  diuretia  Each 
of  these  effects  it  produces  almost  invariably.  Its  first  operation, 
when  taken  into  the  stomach,  is  that  of  producing  nausea,  if  given 
in  sufficient  quantity  (which  need  not  be  large),  and  if  this  is  in- 
creased, vomiting  will  be  the  result  It  very  soon  evinces  its  ac- 
tion upon  the  peristaltic  motions  of  the  prima  via,  by  producing 
copious  feculent  and  watery  discharges,  particularly  tne  latter ; 
wnich  action,  when  once  excited,  is  very  easilv  continued  by  the 
occasional  administration  of  a  wineglass-ful  oi  the  infusion.  The 
next  operation  of  this  remedy  is  upon  the  skin,  when  it  displays 
its  sudorific  properties  often  in  a  very  remarkable  manner.  Copi- 
ous perspiration  almost  invariablv  follows  its  exhibition,  to  which 
^ect  is,  in  a  great  measure,  attributed  by  some,  the  powerful  in- 
fluence it  exercises  over  the  various  forms  of  dropsy.  The  activi- 
ty of  its  diuretic  properties  does  not  appear  to  be  so  great  in  ma.ny 
instances  as  in  others.  In  some  cases,  the  urinary  secretion,  al^ 
tnough  somewhat  increased  in  quantity,  is  not  such  as  to  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  effect  produced  on  the  disease  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  medicine.  In  other  instances,  its  diuretic  operation 
has  been  more  manifest,  causing  very  profuse  discharges  of  urine, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  relieving  the  overloaded  tissues  of  their 
burden." 

In  typhoid  fever,  during  the  convalescing  stages,  it  is  used  in 
combination  with  hydrastin  or  gentian.  Th^win^  of  apocynum 
is   an  excellent  form,  for  'administering  this  remedy  in  crises  of 
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dropsy,  in  that  while  apocynum  is  producing  its  peculiar  eSeots, 
the  wine  both  assists  it  by  its  tonic  properties  and  keeps  up  the 
vigor  oi  the  system.  *See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  Aug.,  1861, 
Oct,  1866. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  tonic,      5  to  15  drops. 

"         "       "    emetic,  20  to  80       ** 

Solid      **       ........: "  1  to    5  grains.  ' 

Pills,  1  grain "  1    to  3 

Aralia  Hispida. 

{Dwarf  Elder.) 

Sudorific,  diuretic,  and  alterative.  Is  regarded  as  very  valua- 
ble in  dropsy,  gravel,  and  in  suppression  of  urine.  Dr.  Peck,  of 
Mass.,  recommends  it  as  a  diuretic  in  dropsy,  particularly  so  as 
more  acceptable  to  the  stomach  than  other  remedies  of  the  same 
class. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Aralia  Racemosa. 

{Spikertard,) 

Alterative  and  gently  stimulant.  Used  in  cutaneous,  rheumatic 
and  syphilitic  affections,  and  in  pulmonary  diseases. 

Reconmiended  as  having  been  administered  with  considerable 
success  in  dropsies. 

Michaux  cites  it  as  sudorific.  Dr.  Sarrazin  makes  mention  of 
it  as  very  useful  as  a  cataplasm  in  inveterate  ulcers. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  3  drams. 

Arctostaphylos  Uva  Ursi, 

{Uva  Ursi,) 

Astringent,  :tonic  and  diuretic.  As  an  astringent,  it  is  appli- 
cable to  all  the  purposes  for  which  astringents  are  used,  as  in 
chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery,  diabetes  and  menorrhagia.  Its 
principal  use,  however,  is  in  chronic  affections  of  the  kidneys 
and  urinary  passages,  in  vesical  catarrh,  chronic  gonorrhea, 
gleet,  leucorrhea,  incontinence  of  urine,  strangury,  and  in  exces- 
sive mucous  discharges.    In  ^ronorrhea,  with  bloody   and  mu- 
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cons  discharges,  and  pain  in  the  vesical  region,  it  speedily  allays 
all  these  unpleasant  symptoms.  Dr.  Harris,  of  Fayette,  Alabama, 
prefers  it  to  ei^ot,  in  its  property  of  promoting  uterine  contrac- 
tion.  Dr.  De  Beauvais  says  he  has  seen,  among  other  facts,  the 
uva  ursi  arrest,  in  a  young  hysterical  woman,  in  about  half  an 
hour  from  the  first  dos^,  a  very  severe  vesical  tenesmus.  The 
same  thing  occurred  with  a  person  with  hemorrhoids,  blenorrha- 
gia,  and  varices  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  For  further  remarks, 
see  Journal  of  Materia  Medica  for  1858,  and  1859. 

Incompatibles.  —  Salts  of  iron  and  lead,  gelatin,  tartar  emetic, 
nitrate  of  silver,  and  infusion  of  yellow  cinchona. 


PREPARATIOKS 


Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to    1  dram. 

Solid      "       ..., "      5tol5grains. 

Pills,2grains "      2  to    7. 


Aristoloclda  Serpentaria. 

{Snake  Boot) 

Stimulant,  tonic,  diaphoretic  and  diuretic.  In  typhoid  febrile 
conditions,  in  cases  where  active  stimulation  can  not  be  borne, 
it  will  be  found  very  available.  As  a  gargle,  it  is  valuable  in 
malignant  sore  throat.  In  dyspepsia,  it  has  been  employed  as  a 
tonic,  and  has  proved  useful  in  amenorrhea.  Sydenham  men- 
tioned serpentaria  *as  a  remedy  for  intemfittent  fever.  Some  at- 
tribute to  it  anthelmintic  properties.  It  has  been  employed  as 
a  diaphoretico-diuretic  in  rheumatism. 

Dr.  Geo.  D.  Wheldon  speaks  highly  of  its  alterative  proper- 
ties in  certain  cutaneous  diseases. 

It  is  said  to  add  much  to  the  efficacy  of  cinchona.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  June,  1860. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  ^  dram. 


Arnica  Montana. 

{Arnica.) 

The  first  effect  from  the  operation  of  this  medicine  is  an  irrita- 
tion of  the  digestive  organs,  marked  by  a  sense  of  heaviness  in 
the  epigastric  region,  nausea,  and  sometimes  vomiting,  but  these 
soon  pass  off  if  the  medicine  is  persisted  in,  in  moderate  doses. 
The  second  effect  is  manifest  on  tne  skin,  and  the  entire  nervous 
system,  by  headache,  more  or  less  severe,  by  spasmodic  move- 
ments, tingling  and  prickifig  of  the  limbs,  and  a  sort  of  contrac- 
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tion  in  the  respiratory  muscles.  It  is  a  very  energetic  stimulant. 
In  small  doses,  it  accelerates  tlie  pulse,  promotes  perspiration,  in- 
creases the  secretions  of  the  kidneys,  &c.  In  Germany,  it  is  used 
as  a  stimulant  in  typhoid  fever  and  other  adynamic  febrile  dis- 
eases, in  chronic  palsy  and  amenorrhea ;  also  as  a  tonic  in  rheu- 
matism, and  as  a  tonic  and  diuretic  in  the  asthenic  forms  of  drop- 
sy. It  has  proved  very  useful  in  intermittent  fever,  also  in  nyc- 
talopia and  amaurosis,  and  in  that  disordered  condition  of  the 
system  which  succeeds  concussion  of  the  brain  from  falls  and 
blows.  It  has  been  recommende4  in  diarrhea,  dysentery,  neph- 
ritis, gout,  chlorosis  and  diseases  where  there  is  debjlity,  tor- 
por or  inactivity  of  function. 

Externally,  it  is  used  in  the  form  of  a  fomentation,  or  diluted 
tincture  or  fluid  extract  to  prevent  or  discuss  local  inflammation, 
and  to  prevent  ecchymosis. 

See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

Antidotes. — ^Vegetable  acids  are  recommended .  to  counteract  its 
poisonous  effects. 

Cbntra-tndications. — Inflammatory  and  hemorrhagic  diathesia 
Internal  congestion. 

Ineompatibles. — Sulphates  of  iron  and  zinc,  acetate  of  lead,  mine- 
ral acids,  &c. 

PRBPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  10  to  60  drops. 


Artemisia  Absinthiiun. 

(  Wormwood.) 

Anthelmintic,  tonic  and  narcotic.  Used  in  intermittent  fever, 
jaundice,  and  for  worms.  It  is  also  used  to  promote  the  appetite 
in  atonic  dyspepsia,  amenorrhea,  chronic  leucorrhea,  obstinate 
diarrhea,  etc.     Combined  with  a  fixed  alkaline  salt,  it  proves 

Eowerfully  diuretic.  Externally  it  is  useful  in  fomentations  for 
ruises  and  local  inflammations,  and  has  been  advised  as  an  ex- 
ternal application  in  chronic  affections  of  the  abdominal  viscera, 
either  in  the  form  of  tincture,  infusion  or  poultice.  Said  also  to 
possess  emmenagogue  properties. 

Ineompatibles. — Sulphate  of  iron  and  zinc,  aceftate  of  lead,  ni- 
trate of  silver,  tartar  emetic. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  5  to  40  drops. 

Solid         »       **    3to    Sgrains., 
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Artemisia  AbrotanunL 

{Southernwood,) 

Tonic  and  anti-spasmodic.  Employed  in  intennittents  to  promote 
the  appetite,  in  atonic  dyspepsia,  and  in  debilitated  condition  of 
the  digestive  organs.  Formerly  employed  with  success  to  expel 
worms,  to  prevent  their  formation  and  aevelopment ;  well  worth  a 
trial  in  visceral  obstructions,  jaundice,  and  hypochondriasis. 

PREPARATIOK. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  30  to  60  drops. 


Artemisia  Vulgaris. 

{Mugwort) 

Anthelmintic,  tonic,  and  deobstruent ;  is  reputed  beneficial  in 
epilepsy,  hysteria,  and  amenorrhoea.  Employed  often  as  an  em- 
menagogue,  and  in  intermittent  fevers;  externally  used  in  fo- 
mentations for  bruises  and  local  inflammations. 

Dr.  Burdach,  of  Germany,  some  years  since,  recommended  this 
agent  to  the  profession,  as  potent  in  epilepsy. 

Dr.  Neumeister,  of  Arneburg,  has  used  mugwort,  in  connec- 
tion with  assafcetida,  with  marked  success,  in  chorea. 

It  is  pronounced,  by  some,  efficient  in  the  convulsive  diseases 
of  childhood. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract ; Dose,  20  to  40  drops. 


Anim   Triphyllnm, 

(  Wild  Turnip.) 

Acrid,  expectoramt,  diaphoretic.  It  has  been  advantageously 
given  in  asthma,  pertussis,  chronic  Catarrh,  chronic  rheumatism, 
flatulence,  croup,  stomatitis,  chronic  laryngitis,  bronchitis,  low 
stages  of  typhus  fever,  and  various  diseases  connected  with  a  ca- 
chectic state  of  the  system. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid    Extract ; Dose,  10  to  20  Drops. 

Aspidinm  Fel^x  Mas. 

{Male  Fern,) 

Its  specific  property  is  anthelmintic.  The  accounts  of  its  effi- 
cacy in  the  treatment  of  tapeworm  are  too  numerous  to  admit  of 
any  reasonable  doubt  on  the  subject  Dr  Peschier  stated  that 
in  the  course  of  nine  months  150  tape* worms  had  been  expelled 
bj  the  extract.  Db.  Ebers  found  it  completely  successful  in 
eight  cases.  M.  Eonsel  never  found  it  to  fail  Its  use  should 
be  followed  by  a  purgative. 
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PRSPABATIOKS. 

Fluid  Extract 4 Dose,  2  to    4  drams. 

Solid       "      "      9tol5grains 

Pills,  2  grains , "      4  to    7. 

Asclepias  Incamata. 

,    (  White  Indian  Hevip,) 

Alterative,  diaphoretic,  and  diuretia  Dr.  Wm.  Hauser,  of 
Georgia,  has  used  it  with  the  happiest  results  in  many  forms  of 
fever,  but  regards  it  especially,  as  equal  to  anything  now  known, 
in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis.  He  has  used  it  with 
little  regard  to  the  stage  of  the  di&ease,  and  with  the  best  success. 
Prof.  Tully  recommends  it  in  catarrh,  asthma,  syphilis,  rheuma- 
tism, and  worms.     Eeputed  by  many  to  be  emetic  and'  cathartic. 

Dr.  King  regards  it  as  possessing  anthelmintic  properties,  and 
as  useful  in  chronic  mucous  diseases  of  the  stomach.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  Oct,  1861. 

PREPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Hose,  20  to  40  drops, 

Solfd       "      ' "        3  to    5  grains 


Asclepias  Ttiberosa. 

{Pleurisy  Boot) 

Diaphoretic,  expectorant,  carminative,  diuretic,  tonic  and  anti- 
spasmodic. Used  in  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  catarrh,  febrile  dis- 
eases, acute  rheumatism  and  dysentery.  Useful  in  indigestion, 
and  in  all  cases  of  flatus  in  adults  and  children.  It  is  said  that  a 
number  of  cases  of  prolapsus  uteri  have  been  cured  under  the  use 
of  one  ounce  of  pleurisy  root  mixed  with  half  an  ounce  of  the 
root  of  aletris  farinosa,  and  given,  in  dram  doses,  three  times  a  day. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  prescribed  with  favorable  effect  in  catarrh, 
bronchitis  and  other  pulmonary  complaints,  where  it  was  neces- 
sary to  determine  to  the  skin,  and  at  the  same  time  promote  free 
expectoration.  Dr.  Parker,  of  Massachusetts,  employed  it  with 
great  success,  for  twenty  years,  in  dysentery.  A  pill  composed 
of  equal  parts  of  asclepidin  and  dioscorein,  will  be  found  very 
beneficial  in  flatulencj,  borborygmi,  and  where  persons  are  sub- 
ject to  flatulent  or  bilious  colic.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Med- 
ica, Oct  1861. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  2  drams. 

Asdepidin ; "    1  to  5  grains. 

Pills  of  Asclepidin,  1  grain '^    1  to  5. 
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Atropa  Belladonna. 

{Belladonna,) 

Eemedial  Employment. — Tumors. — There  is  abundant  evi- 
dence in  favor  of  its  efficacy  in  discussing  glandular  affections, 
particularly  in  engorgements  of  the  breasts,  and  in  scrofulous  tu- 
mors and  swellings  of  the  joints;  employed  both  internally 
and  externally.  In  Braithwaite's  Eetrospect,  Part  38,  p.  175, 
it  is  recommended  in  the  form  of  an  ointment  as  a  convenient 
application  to  carbuncles  or  boils.  Dubois  remarks  that  bella- 
donna alleviates,  more  than  any  other  remedy,  the  pains  of  can- 
cer, and  cures  sometimes,  if  not  cancer,  diseases  closely  resem- 
bling it. 

Neuralgia, — M.  Trouseau  employed  belladonna  successfully 
in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  He  administered  the  extract  in 
one-fifth  of  a  grain  every  hour  until  vertigo  was  produced.  Then 
the  frequency  of  the  doses  is  to  be  diminished,  but  their  impres- 
sion ought  to  be  maintained  for  several  days,  or  until  no  trace 
of  the  attack  remains.  Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Nottingham,  pre- 
scribed this  agent  three  times  a  day,  beginning  with  one-quarter 
of  a  grain,  gradually,  increasing  the  dose  to  one  grain.  Copland 
says  that  belladonna  is  one  of  the  most  successful  remedies  for  the 
relief  and  cure  of  this  class  of  diseases. 

It  will  be  found  advantageous  ma&y  times,  to  give  it  in  combi- 
nation with  quinine,  or  with  some  of  the  preparations  of  iron.  It 
is  recommended  to  be  employed  internally  and  externally.  Dr. 
Hunt  has  an  excellent  paper  on  this  disease,  in  Braithwaits's 
Retrospect,  Part  10,  and  his  n^ain  reliance  for  a  cure  is  belladonna. 

Spasmodic  Diseases, — Belladonna  relieves  the  pain  consequent 
upon  spasm  of  the  sphincter  ani  muscle.  Dupuytren  employed 
this  ointment  combined  with  acetate  of  lead,  and  presumed  that 
its  efficacy  depended  upon  its  direct  power  of  preventing  con- 
striction of  the  sphincter.  It  will  be  found  valuable  in  convul- 
sions, spasms,  epilepsy,  puerperal  convulsions,  whooping  cough, 
chorea,  mania,  paralysis,  amaurosis,  rheumatism,  gout,  dysmen- 
orrhea, obstinate  intermittents,  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  and  all 
diseases  in  which  the  nervous  system  is  involved. 

Spasm  of  the  urethra  is  also  stated  to  have  been  overcome, 
so  as  to  permit  the  escape  of  calculi  from  the  bladder,  by  means  of 
friction  with  extract  of  belladonna  upon  the  perineum. 

Incontinence  of  Urine. — MoRAND,  Trousseau,  Blache,  Bre- 
TONNEAU,  Broke,  Hutchinson,  Hewson,  and  Condie  attest  to 
its  efficacy  in  curing  this  infirmity.  The  Medical  Times  and 
Gazette  also  make  favorable  allusion  to  its  use  in  this  connection. 

Whooping  Cbw^/i.— Give  to  a  child  three  years  old,  afflicted 
with  this   malady,  three  drops  of  fluid  extract  of  belladonna 
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three  times  a  day.  Increase  or  diminisli  the  dose  to  correspond 
to  the  age  or  susceptibility  of  the  patient.  By  adding  half  a  grain 
of  sulphate  of  zinc  to  each  dose,  or  a  drop  or  two  of  nitric  acid, 
the  cure  will  be  more  speedily  accomplished.  Let  the  effect  on 
the  eye  be  the  index  for  graduating  the  dose. 

Constipation. — TROUSSEAU  declares  belladonna  to  be  the  reme- 
dy par  eoccellence  for  habitual  constipation.  Give  it,  in  doses  of  a 
quarter  of  a  grain,  two  or  three  times  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Copland  recommends  small  doses  of  belladonna  in  alvine  ob- 
structions. 

Strangulated  Hernia. — In  spasmodic  affections  in  which  there 
is  paroxysmal  muscular  contractions,  belladonna  has  been  benefi- 
cially employed.  David  reports  two  cases  in  which  the  internal 
use  of  this  remedy  led  to  the  reduction  of  strangulated  hernia, 
which  seemed  to  demand  an  operation.  He  gave  half  a  grain  of 
the  extract  every  half  hour.  In  one  case  three,  and  in  the  other 
four  doses  were  taken.  In  the  Gazette  Hebdomaire,  is  reported 
a  case  of  inguinal  hernia,  which  was  relieved  after  taxis  had  failed, 
by'  the  administration  of  the  extract  of  belladonna  in  three  or  four 
grain  doses  every  half  hour.  The  tincture  of  belladonna  was 
also  employed  locally  by  means  of  a  flax-seed  poultice. 

Dysmenorrhea. — Give  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of  extract  of  bella- 
donna with  one  grain  of  sulphate  of  zinc  every  two  or  three 
hours  until  the  pain  ceases.  Increase  the  dose  if  necessary.  Ap- 
ply it  also  externally  in  the  shape  of  a  plaster  of  thi  simple  ex- 
tract spread  on  adhesive  plaster. 

Rigidity  of  the  Uterus  during  Labor. — This  may  readily  be  con- 
trolled by  an  ointment  made  of  belladonna  and  lard,  and  with 
the  finger  apply  it  to  the  mouth  of  the  uterus.  In  the  American 
Med.  Monthly  may  be  found  a  paper  of  B.  F.  Barker's  on  bel- 
ladonna shortening  labor.  Dr.  Barker  gives  a  table  of  one  hun- 
dred and  Ibrty-seven  cases  of  labor,  in  which  this  remedy  had 
been  used  for  dilating  the  os  externum  by  comparatively  pain- 
less contractions. 

Laryngitis. — ^Dr.  Stilld  says  that  this  agent  applied  to  a  blis- 
tered surface  appears  to  have  been  promptly  and  completely  ef- 
ficient in  some  cases  of  laryngitis  which  displayed  more  or  less  of 
a  spasmodic  element.  Give  it  internally  in  this  complaint,  in 
doses  of  half  a  grain  of  the  extract  once  in  six  hours. 

Tetanus. — ^Dr.  Hutchinson  has  reported  many  cases  of  trau- 
matic tetanus  cured  by  the  extract  of  belladonna.  Dr.  H.  re- 
ports that  the  specific  action  of  the  medicine  upon  the  pupils 
was  followed  by  an  abatement  of  the  spasms,  but  this  was  not 
until  the  dose  was  increased  from  half  a  grain  to  a  grain  of  the 
extract  every  three  hours  to  four  grains  every  two  hours.  It  was 
then  gradually  diminished. 
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Epilepsy. — Should  be  continued  for  months  in  doses  sufficiently 
large  to  manifest  the  specific  eflfect  of  the  remedy  upon  the  pu- 
pils. 

Intolerance  of  Light — ^LiSFBANC  treated  six  cases  of  excessive 
sensibility  to  light,  by  a  local  application  of  the  extract  of  bel- 
ladonna applied  around  the  orbit ;  some  of  the  cases  were  chronic 
conjunctivitis,  and  others  acute. 

Dr.  Jacob  has  some  valuable  suggestions  relative  to  ophthal- 
mic cases  in  Braithwaite's,  Part  18,  p.  311.  He  speaks  highly 
in  favor  of  the  use  of  belladonna. 

Salivation. — Give  the  belladonna  three  times  a  day.  Dose, — 
half  a  grain  of.  the  extract. 

Incontinence  of  Fcecal  Matter. — Dr.  BiCHARD  reported  the  case 
of  a  boy  suffering  from  this  aflfection,  which  had  resisted  all  the 
agents  usually  recommended.  He  prescribed  the  syrup  of  bella- 
donna internally,  and  placed  a  suppository  coated  with  belladonna 
pomade  in  the  rectum.  Two  days  after  the  commencement  of 
this  treatment,  the  child  had  no  more  involuntary  stools,  and  was 
cured  of  the  infirmity.  The  same  treatment  was  subsequently 
employed  for  the  like  incoqvenience  and  with  satisfactory  results. 

Lead  CbZic.— -With  this  agent  most  cases  have  been  relieved, 
from  the  first  to  the  third  day.  Braithwaite's,  Part  24,  p.  116 ; 
also  London  Journal  of  Medicine,  Aug.  1851,  p.  721. 

Midwifery, — R.  P.  Stephens  has  published  a  paper  in  the  Bos- 
ton Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  80,  p.  501,  in  which  several 
cases  are  reported  of  the  beneficial  results  of  belladonna  in  con- 
n'ection  with  this  subject. 

Chorea. — Numerous  cases  might  be  instanced  showing  the  ben- 
eficial eff'ects  of  belladonna  in  this  harrassing  complaint.  The 
highest  authority  for  its  use  may  be  found  in  most  of  our  Amer- 
ican Medical  Journals,  also  in  those  of  Europe. 

To  Arrest  the  Mammary  Secretions. — Mr.  Goolden,  nn  1856,  re- 
ported his  successful  use  of  belladonna  in  arresting  the  secre- 
tion of  milk.  His  statement  was  speedily  confirmed  by  Drs.  WiL- 
LEY,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Burrows,  of  Liverpool ;  Harris,  of 
Ottawa ;  Bacon,  Blythman,  Newman  and  others. 

Prophylactic  against  Scarlatina. — Give  two  or  three  drops  of 
fluid  extract  of  belladonna  two  times  a  day.  Continue  its  use 
during  the  time  the  epidemic  remains.  Should  it  be  found  neces- 
sary to  continue  the  use  of  the  agent  over  two  weeks,  diminish 
the  dose. 

Poisoning  by  Opium. — See  the  writings  of  Stille,  Anderson, 
MussEY  and  others. 

Therapeutic  Properties  of  Belladonna. — Gonclusions   of 
M  Dubois. — 
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1.  That  belladonna  is  not  without  efficacy  in  phlegmasiae,  es- 
pecially in  those  of  the  globe  of  the  eye. 

2.  That  it  is  the  best  remedy  known  in  the  photophobia  which 
so  frequently  accompanies  inflammation  of  the  eye. 

3.  That  its  power  as  a  prophylactic  in  scarlatina  can  hardly  be 
contested.  t( 

4.  That  it  sometimes  cures  certain  hemorrhages,  as  haemoptysis, 
haematemesis,  and  metrorrhagia. 

5.  That  it  is  a  remedy  'par  excellence  for  neuralgia,  for  whoop- 
ing cough  and  most  of  the  neuroses. 

6.  That  it  is  a  remedy  par  excellence  to  combat  pain,  especially 
when  external. 

7.  That  it  alleviates  more  than  any  other  remedy  the  pains 
of  cancer,  and  cures  sometimes,  if  not  cancer,  diseases  closely  re- 
sembling it. 

8.  That  it  can  be  advantageously  employed  in  spasmodic  con- 
traction and  occlusion  of  the  pupil;  to  produce  procidencia  of 
the  iris,  and  to  break  up  adhesions ;  to  prevent  the  inflammation 
of  the  iris  so  frequent  after  this  operation ;  to  maintain  dilatation 
of  the  pupil,  and  to  diminish  the  chances  of  adhesions  after  the 
operation  of  couching;  to  prevent  secondary  cataract;  to  re-es- 
tablish vision,  temporarily  at  least,  when  the  lens  is  opaque  in  the 
center,  or  when  there  are  opacities  of  the  cornea ;  to  assist  the 
diagnosis  in  some  diseases  of  the  eye. 

9.  That  it  is  of  real  efficacy  in  some  cases  of  strangulated  her- 
nia. 

10.  That  its  property  in  facilitating  labor  in  spasmodic  con- 
striction of  the  uterine  neck  is  powerful  and  incontestible 

11.  That  it  produces  advantageous  results  in  some  cases  of  fis- 
sure of  the  anus. 

12*  That  its  employment  may  be  more  or  less  useful  in  spas- 
modic constriction  of  the  bowels,  in  constipation,  in  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  rectum,  of  the  anus,  and  of  the  vulva ;  in  phi- 
mosis and  paraphimosis,  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  urethra,  re- 
tention of  urine,  strangury,  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  larynx  and' 
aesophagus;  in  blepharospasm,  incontinence  of  urine,  nephritis 
colic,  hemorrhoids,  &c. 

Finally,  that  belladonna  should  be  placed  in  the  first  rank  of 
medicinal  substances.  For  fuller  statements  of  its  properties,  see 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  for  August  and  September,  1858 — 
Prof  Lee,  June,  1860— Dr.  Bates,  Sept.,  1862.   ' 

Antidotes. — The  remedies  recommended  are,  stomach  pump,  io- 
dine, emetics,  purgatives,  cold  application  to  the  head ;  in  the  com- 
atose stages,  ammonia  internally,  with  external  stimulants, 
/ncowj^afeifes. -Alkalies,  tannin,  vegetable  astringents  and  opium. 
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PRBPARATIONS. 

fluid  Extract Dose,  5  to  10  drops. 

SoUd        "     "  ito  1  grain. 

Pill8,igrain "  1  to  4. 

"    i    "     *  Ito  2. 

"    1     "     "  Ito  2. 

"     of  Atropia,  ^  grain "  Ito  2. 


Amuntimn  Cortex. 

{Orange  Peel) 

Orange  peel  is  a  mild  tonic,  carminative  and  stomachic, 
but  is  seldom  used  alona  It  is  employed  to  flavor  other  medi- 
cines, to  correct  their  nauseating  tendencies,  and  to  assist  their 
stimulant  impression  on  the  stomach.  It  is  a  very  useful  addi- 
tion to  bitter  infdsions,  tinctures  or  decoctions. 
Incomp&iibles, — ^Infiision  of  bark,  sulphate  of  iron,  lime  water. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  2  drams. 


Baptisia  Tinctoria. 

{Wild  Indigo.) 

Its  antiseptic  properties  give  it  a  medicinal  character,  though 
it  is  in  addition,  sub-astringent,  cathartic,  and  emetic.  It  acts 
powerfully  on  the  glandular  and  nervous  system,  increasing  all 
the  glandular  secretions,  and  arousing  the  liver  especially  to  a 
normal  action.  It  is  usefiil  in  scarlatina,  typhus  fever,  and  in  that 
state  of  the  system  attending  gangrene,  or  mortification.  In 
threatened  or  existing  mortification,  it  is  extremely  useful  as  an 
internal  or  external  remedy.  The  decoction  is  an  excellent  ap- 
plication as  a  wash  or  gargle  to  malignant  ulcerous  sore  mouth 
and  throat,  mercurial  sore  mouth,  scrofdlous  or  syphilitic  ophthal- 
mia, erysipelatous  ulcers,  gangrenous  ulcers,  sore  nipples,  &c. 
The  baptising  combined  with  leptandriuj  podcyphyUin^  quinia^ 
or  cimicifiigin^  in  diseases  where  these  agents  are  indicate,  will 
be  found  valuable  in  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers,  and  all  diseases 
of  the  typhoid  character,  when  administered  internally. 

PREPARATION. 

Plaid  Extract * Dose,  ^io  i  dram. 
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Barosma  Crenata  (Diosma  Crenata.) 

{Buchu^ 

Stimulant,  diuretic,  anti-spasmodic  and  tonic.  Useful  in  all  dis- 
eases of  the  urinary  organs  attended  with  increased  uric  acid; 
in  irritation  of  the  bladder  and  urethra  attending  gravel,  in  ca- 
tarrh of  the  urinary  bladder,  and  incontinence  ol  urine  connect- 
ed with  diseased  prostate,  in  dyspepsia,  dropsy,  cutaneous  af- 
fections  and  chronic  rheumatism/ "^  "^ 

By  many  physicians  it  is  regarded  as  valuable  in  all  diseases 
of  the  sexujal  organs,  even  of  long  standing ;  in  constitutional  de- 
bility, incident  to  secret  habits  of  the  young. 

Buchu  is  pleasant  in  its  taste,  efficient  in  its  action,  and  can  be 
used  in  all  cases  with  perfect  safety.  It  is  a  moderate  excitant, 
diuretic,  and  tonic,  and  is  said  to  nave  afforded  essential  service 
in  chronic  cases  of  rheumatism  and  gout  Acting  on  the  urinary 
secretion,  the  urine  is  separated  in  larger  quantities,  and  exhales, 
an  aromatic  odor.      See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  5. 

Buchu  Compound. 

This  combination  of  huchu^  juniper  berrteSy  uva  ursi,  and  cu- 
hehsy  has  been  employed  with  aecided  success  in  diseases  of  the 
urinary  organs  to  which  it  has  a  peculiar  and  specific  direction. 
It  may  be  used  in  cases  when  buchu  alone  would  be  used 
to  arrest  excessive  discharges  from  the  urethra ;  in  the  treatr 
ment  of  gonorrhoea  and  gleet,  in  chronic  bronchial  inflammation,. 
in  ulcerations  of  the  kidneys,  bladder,  and  urinary  passages,  &c. 
It  is  mild  in  its  operation,  and  pleasant,  forming  an  agreeable 
and  safe  remedy  in  these  complaints. 

PBEPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Buchu Dose,  ^  to  2  drams. 

"        '*  "  Compound "     i  to  2  drams. 


Benzoin  Odorifemm. 

{Fever  Busk) 

Aromatic,  tonic,  and  stimulant;  has  been  very  successfully 
employed  in  the  treatment  of  ague  and  typhoid  forms  of  fever, 
and  is  useful  as  a  refrigerant  and  exhilarantin  other  forms,  for 
allaying  excessive  heat  and  uneasiness.  It  is  used  warm  to  pro- 
duce diaphoresis. 

PEBPARATIOSr. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 
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Berberis  Vulgaris. 

,  {Barberry.) 

Tonic  laxative.  Used  in  cases  where  tonics  are  indicated  in 
jaundice,  chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery,  cholera  infantum;  ser- 
viceable as  a  wash  or  gargle  in  apthous  sore  mouth  and  in  opthal- 
mia.  GtBIFFITH  says  it  acts  like  rhubarb,  and  with  equal  prompt- 
ness and  activity. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extrict Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 


Canella    Alba. 

(CaneUa.) 

Canella  is  a  useful  aromatic  stimulant  and  tonic.  Taken  in 
small  doses,  it  determines  heat  to  the  epigastrium,  and  augments 
the  digestive  forces :  then,  secondarily,  it  occasions  constipation, 
and  acts  in  a  stimulating  manner  on  the  whole  system,. and  par- 
ticularly when  administered  in  considerable  quantitiea  This 
medicine  is  seldom  employed  alone,  but,  joined  with  other  tonic 
and  stimulating  substances,  is  administered  with  advantage  in 
cases  of  atony  of  the  stomach,  chronic  dian'hea,  and  also  in  the 
last  stages  of  adynamic  and  ataxic  fevers. 

The  use  of  this  medicine  has  been  much  boasted  of  in  some 
cases  of  vomiting  not  dependent  on  organic  lesion  of  the  stomach. 
It  is  a  useful  adjunct  in  atonic  diarrhea.  It  is  employed  to  mask 
the  odor  and  taste  of  other  medicines ;  and  with  this  design,  as 
also  as  a  tonic,  it  enters  into  a  great  variety  of  compound  pre- 
parations. Associated  with  ahes,  it  has  been  largely  used,  as  an 
emmenagogue.  It  may  be  used  with  decided  advantage  in  dys- 
pepsia, debUity,  and  in  other  diseases,  when  a  warm  aromatic  is 
indicated'  In  the  treatment  of  scurvy,  canella  has  gained  consid- 
erable reputation.  Internally  used  as  an  adjunct  to  resinous  ca- 
thartics, lor  a  carminativa 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract .Dose,  15  to  30  drops. 


Cannabis.  Indica. 

{Indian  Hemp^  Foreign.) 

Narcotic,  nervine  and  anaesthetic,  also  hypnotic.    The  Chinese 
were  acquainted  with  its  use  as  an   anaesthetic  as  early  as  the 
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third  century  of  the  Ghnstian  era,  and  a  celebrated  Chinese  phy- 
sician is  saia  to  have  operated  on,  his  patients  after  having  ren- 
dered them  insensible  by  a  preparation  of  wine  and  hemp  pow- 
der. '  This  agent  has  been  chiefly  employed  in  spasmodic  and 
painful  affections,  and  in  several  of  these  its  curative  powers  are 
unquestionable. 

Tetanies. — ^The  cases  of  this  aflfection  recorded  by  Dr.  O'Shaugh- 
NESSY  demonstrate,  as  the  author  remarks,  that  when  given  boldly 
in  large  doses,  the  resin  ot  hemp  is  capable  of  arresting  the  pro- 
gress of  this  formidable  disease,  and  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases 
of  effecting  a  perfect  cure.  Prof.  Miller,  of  Edinburgh,  says  ; 
"  My  own  experience  speaks  loudly  in  favor  of  hemp.  I  can 
now  record  three  fortunate  cases  under  its  i;ise,  all  traumatic  te- 
tanus." Two  cases  of  trismus  nascentium  are  reported  by  Dr.  P. 
C.  Gaillard,  and  of  the  traumatic  form  of  tetanus ;  one  case  by 
Mr.  Skues,  one  by  Mr.  Cock,  and  one  by  Dr.  Bailey,  as  cured 
by  cannabis. 

Neuralgia. — In  this  disease  the  preparations  of  hemp  have  been 
found  to  palliate,  and  in  not  a  few  instances  to  effect  a  perfect 
<5ure.  Dr.  Donovan  has  reported  many  cures;  Dr.  C.  B.  Wil- 
liams, Dr.  Clendinning  and  Sir  James  Murray  many  more. 

Bheuinaiism. — The  action  of  cannabis  appears  to  have  been  sal- 
utary in  this  disease. 

Chorea. — Dr.  C.  B.  Williams  says  that  cannabis  palliated  the 
action  of  the  muscles.     Dr.  Carrigan  has  published  three  cases, 
one  of  which   was   inveterate,   but  all  of  them  cured  by  this 
agent. 

Hypnotic. — Dr.  A.  Christian  recommends  this  article  where 
opium,  from  long  continued  use,  has  ceased  to  produce  its  proper 
-effects.  He  mentions  a  case  in  which  cannabis  entirely  allayed 
the  intense  itching  of  eczema,  while  the  patient  continued  under 
its  effects,  and  procured  for  him  refreshing  sleep  which  no  other 
means  could  obtain. 

Delirium  Tremens. — Cannabis  has  been  employed  with  satisfac- 
tory effects  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  See  Journarof  Mate- 
ria Medica,  vol  8,  p.  180. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  5  to  10  drops. 

Solid      "       »     lto2grain3. 

Pilla  of  Cannabis  Indica,  ^  grain, ^*     2  to    4. 

"  1     "     "     Ito    2. 


CapsicTim  AnnuiiTn. 

{Cayenne  Pepper.) 

« 

Cayenne    Pepper  is  a  powerful  stimulant,  producing  when 
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swallowed,  sense  of  heat  in  the  stomach,  and  a  general  glow  over 
the  body,  without  any  narcotic  effect  It  is  much  employed  as  a 
condiment,  and  proves  highly  useful  in  correcting  the  flatulent 
tendency  of  certain  vegetables,  and  aiding  their  digestion.  As  a 
medicine,  it  is  usefdl  ill  cases  of  enfeebled  and  languid  stomach, 
and  is  occasionally  prescribed  in  dyspepsia  and  atonic  gout,  par- 
ticularly when  attended  with  much  flatulence,  or  occurring  in  per- 
sons of  intempf  rate  habits.  It  has  been  used  with  success,  com- 
bined with  quinine,  in  cases  of  intermittent  and  low  form  of  fever. 
Small  doses  have  been  recommended  to  be  administered  intemal- 
,  ly  as  a  cure  for  piles. 

Its  most  important  application,  however,  is  in  the  treatment  of 
malignant  sore  throat  and  scarlet  fever,  in  which  it  is  used  both 
internally  and  as  a  gargle.  It  has  been  used  in  spasmodic  affec- 
tions, passive  hemorrhages,  especially  uterine,  and  when  combined 
with  the  compound  powder  of  ipecacuanha^  will,  in  many  instances, 
promptly  arrest  hemorrhage  after  partui;^tion. 

Contra -indications, — Acute  fevers.  Acute  inflammation,  particu- 
larly of  the  genito-urinary  organs. 

Inco^ipotibles, — Corrosive  sublimate,  acetate  of  lead,  nitrate  of 
silver,  sulphates  of  iron,  zinc,  and  copper,  carbonates  of  the  alka- 
lies. 

PREPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  5  to  16  drops. 

PillB,    3      grain, : *      1  to    2. 


Cassia  Acutifolia. 

{Senruju  ) 

Senna  is  an  active  hydragogue  cathartic.  Its  nauseous  taste  is 
disguised  I  >y  giving  it  m  strong  coflee,  or  by  the  addition  of  milk 
and  sugar.  Senna  possesses  but  one  specific  action,  that  of  a  pur- 
gative; in  which  respect  it  is  so  certain,  so  manageable,  and  so 
convenient,  that  few  remedies  have  given  better  satisfiaction  or  are 
held  in  higher  repute.  Its  action  is  chiefly  on  the  smaller  intt  s- 
tiiles,  increasing  iheir  mucous  secretions,  as  well  as  their  peristal- 
tic motions,  and  prcxlucing  loose  brown  evacuations.  It  is  well 
adapted  for  those  cases  which  n  quire  an  active  and  certain  purga- 
tive, with  a  moderate  stimulus  to  the  abdominal  and  pelvic  vis- 
cera. Thus  in  cohntrpalion  and  htatVvUy  ot  the  almierttu'ty  canal 
requiring  the  continued  or  frequent  use  of  purgatives — in  worms 
— in  determination  ol  blood  to  the  head — and  in  very  many  other 
cases  that  readily  suggest  themselves,  it  answeis  an  excellent  pur- 
pose. 

Its  pecuKarity  of  not  leaving  the  bowels  confined  rendera  it  a 
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valuable  medicine  in  sucli  cases.  Senna  is  seldom  given  alone, 
but  along  with  some  corrective  of  its  griping  qualities,  or  else  as- 
sociated with  other  purgatives.  The  fluid  extract  is  the  most  con- 
centrated and  active  of  all  of  the  preparations  of  this  medicine, 
and  in  combination  with  epsom  saltSy  manna  wid' fennel  seeds j 
known  as  the  bhick  draught,  is  the  most  efficient  mode  of  admin- 
istering this  medicine. 

It  forms  an  excellent  purgative  for  children  in  doses  of  flui- 
dram,  while  the  syrup  is  admirably  well  adapted  for  infants,  and 
may  be  prescribed  in  same  quantity. 

In  atonic  dyspepsia,  particularly  when  attended  by  constipation, 
a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  the  extract  of  senna  and  gentian^ 
proves  eminently  serviceable.  It  proves  an  efficient  purgative  in 
atonic  duodenal  dyspepsia.  In  bilious  derangements,  a  judicious 
use  of  a  mild  mercurial,  and^he  extract  of  senna  is  recommended, 
in  many  instances,  as  a  safe  and  reliable  plan  of  treatment 

It  is  a  prompt,  efficient,  and  safe  purgative,  well  ealculated  foi* 
fevers  and  febrile  complaints,  and  other  cases  where  a  decided,, 
though  not  violent  impression  is  desired.  Senna  is  eontraindi- 
caied  in  an  inflarnrnaix/ry  condition  of  Hie  alimentary  canal,  hemar- 
rhoidsy  prolapsus  ani,  dc, 

Sexma  Compound. 

This  is  a  preparation  of  senna,  jalap  and  mandrake,  with  arc- 
matics.  It  operates  as  a  mild  but  sure  cathartic,  and  as  an  altera- 
tive. 

Senna   and  Jalap. 

The  virtues  that  are  claimed  for  this  preparation  are,  that  it  be- 
comes a  manageable  and  reliable  purgative.  The  irritant  effects 
oi  jalap  are,  to  a  great  degree,  counteracted  by  the  more  kindly 
operation  of  senna.  This  compound  is  applicable  in  all  cases 
where  it  is  desirable  to  produce  a  powerful  influence  on  the 
bowels,  or  to  obtain  copious  evacuations.  See  Journal  of  Materia 
Medica,  v.  5,  p.  201. 

Ir^'ompatibl^s. — Strong  acids,  carbonates  of  the  alkalies,  tartar 
emetic,  lime-water,  salts  of  iron,  silver,  and  lead,  corrosive  subli- 
mate, infusion  of  yellow  bark,  &c. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Senna, Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

aqneouft, "  1  to  2 

compound, ^^  1  to  2 

and  Jalap **  ^  to  1 

and  Dandelion, **  1  to  2 

and  Pink  root, "  i  to  1 

and  Rhubarb, "  i  to  1 

Solid  Extract, , ,, "  8  to  8  grains. 

Pills,        *        Senna,  2  grains, "  I  to  2. 
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CephsBlis  Ipecacuanlia. 

{Ipecacuanha,) 

Emetic,  expectorant  and  diaphoretic.  Alterative,  in  small  doses. 
Some  authors  suppose  it  to  possess  narcotic  propertiea  In  doses* 
of  one-quarter  of  a  grain  to  one-half,  it  acts  as  a  tonic. 

Diseases  of  ike  Lungs. — It  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  acute  bron- 
chitis. The  symptoms  which  indicate  its  use  are  a  short,  tickling, 
paroxysmal  and  spasmodic  cough,  to  relieve  which,  small  and  re- 
peated doses,  (half  a  grain  every  hour),  are  the  most  effectual.  This 
medicine  is  one  of  the  safest  and  most  efficient  in  suffocative  ca- 
tarrh,  and  can  be  used  with  confidence,  either  in  old  age  or  infan- 
cy. The  paroxysmal  and  spasmodic  cough  and  whooping  cough 
are  sometimes  rendered  much  milder  by  its  use. 

Diseases  of  ike  Stomach  and  Bowels, — Daubenton  recommended 
minute  doses  of  ipecacuanha  to  be  taken  in  the  morning  fasting, 
for  the  relief  of  gastric  debility,  and  constipation  upon  want  of  en- 
"Crgy  in  the  intestines.  Pothergill  recommended  this  agent  in 
^diarrhea.  It  has  been  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  remedy  for  dysen- 
tery. 

Ifemorrhages, — ^Writers  of  distinction  ascribe  efficient  haemos- 
tatic virtues  to  this  medicine.  Mangbtus  imputes  to  a  dose  of 
one  dram  of  ipecacuanha  the  subsidence  of  an  alarming  hemor- 
rhage from  the  womb,  which  preceded  the  expulsion  of  the  ovuni 
in  a  case  of  abortion.  Dr.  Osborne,  of  Dublin,  says  that  the  treat 
ment  of  simple  menorrhagia  by  ipecacuanha  has  never  yet  failed 
in  his  hands,  and  that  he  has  also  found  it  successful  in  epistaxis. 
Cases  of  its  success  in  hssmoptysis  and  menorrhagia  are  mentioned 
by  Frank.  In  intermittent  fevers  of  a  bilious  type,  and  still 
more  in  the  bilious  and  remittent  fevers,  the  administration  of  a 
full  emetic  dose  of  ipecacuanha  at  the  outset  of  the  disease,  and 
even  for  two  or  more  successive  days,  forms  perhaps,  the  surest 
method  of  moderating  the  violence  and  shortening  the  duration 
of  the  attack.  It  also  prepares  the  way  for  a  successful  adminis- 
tration of  cinchona. 

Ipecac  and  Seneka. 

This  combination  is  administered  with  decidedly  beneficial  re- 
sults. The  action  of  ipecac,  by  this  ingredient,  is  rendered  more 
energetic  and  serviceable.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  4. 

Incompatibles, — ^Vegetable  astringents,  acetate  of  lead,  &c. 

PREPAKATION& 

Fluid  Kxtract... !>»«.  j  ImCit- I'dSa^""^ 

<«         <*     Ipecac  and  Seneka. Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

PiUa  of  Ipecac  ^  grain. Dose,  I  to  3, 
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Pills  of  Dover's  Powders,  2J^  grs Dose,  1  to  4. 

Pius  of  Ipecac  and  Opium,  (\  gr.  Opium,  ^  gr.  Ipecac,  1  gr.  Sulp.  Potash), 

Two  grains  [equal  to  5  grains  Dover's  Powder.]. ,  .Dose,  2  to  6. 
Pills  of  Ipecac  ana  Opium,  (1  gr.  Opium,  1  gr.  Ipecac,  2  grs.  Sulp.  Potash,) 

Four  grains,  [equal  to  10  grains  Dover's  Powder] . . .  Dose,  1  lo  3. 

**    of  Ipecac  and  Squill,  3  grains. . . ., "      2  to  3. 

Fluid  Ext  oomp.,  Ipecac  and  ISeneka.  (Dr.  Jackson's),  Dose,  ^to  1  dram. 


GhelidoniTim  Majus. 

{Garden  Gelandine,) 

Celandiae  is  stimulating,  aperient,  diuretic,  and  sudorific ;  it  is 
used  in  hepatic  affections,  and  is  supposed  to  exert  a  special  influ- 
ence on  the  spleen.  Applied  in  the  form  of  a  wash  or  poultice  in 
scroftilous  and  cutaneous  diseases  and  piles ;  also  to  indolent  ul- 
cers, fungous  growths,  &a  As  a  drastic  hydragogue,  it  is  fully 
equal  to  gamboge. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract .Dose,  10  to  20  drops. 

Solid        *• "      5  to  10  grains. 


■ 

Chelone  Glabra. 

(Balmony.) 

m 

Especially  valuable  in  jaundice  and  hepatic  diseases ;  likewise 
for  the  removal  of  worms.  Used  as  a  tonic,  in  small  doses,  in 
dyspepsia,  debility  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  during  convales- 
cence from  febrile  and  inflammatory  diseasea  As  a  tonic  its 
influence  seems  to  be  expended  principally  upon  the  digestive 
apparatus,  increasing  the  appetite,  promoting  digestion .  and  as- 
similation, improving  the  condition  of  the  blood,  in  both  volume 
and  quality.  .  bee  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract .Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Chelonin "     1  to  2  grains. 


Olienopodinm  Anthelminticum. 

(  WbrmseecL) 

Wormseed  is  one  of  our  most  efficient  indigenous  anthelmintics, 
and  is  thought  to  be  particularly  adapted  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
round  worms  in  children.  A  dose  of  it  is  usually  given  before 
breakfast  in  the  morning,  and  at  bedtime  in  the  evening,  for  three 
or  four  days  successively,  and  then  followed  by  some  brisk  ca- 
thartic.    By  some  writers  this  variety  is  regarded  as  equal  to  0, 
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AmlyrosoideSj  or    C,  Boirysirij  in  catarrh  and  homeral  asthma,  as 
an  expectorant 

Chntra-indications, — ^Fevers,  according  to  Dr.  Dewees. 

PKEPABATIOX. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


Chimaphila  TTmbellata. 

{Pip»idsewa.     Prince's  Pine.) 

Diuretic,  tonic,  alterative  and  astringent. 

This  plant  is  in  some  places  vulgarly  known  as  ground-holly, 
wintergreen,  American  wintergreen,  pipsissewa,  king's  cure,  Prin- 
ce's pine,  rheumatism-weed,  andherbe-apisser-the  latter  from  its  re- 
cognized diuretic  qualities.  It  is  allied  to  the  uva  ursi  in  botani- 
cal as  well  as  in  medicinal  qualities. 

The  exti'act  taken  internally  acts  as  an  agreeable  tonic;  it  pro- 
motes the  action  of  the  secreting  organs,  more  especially  the  Kid- 
neys, over  which,  indeed,  it  has  appeared  to  exercise  a  specific  in- 
fluence, increasing  the  quantity  of  the  urine,  and  beneficially  in- 
fluencing several  forms  of  chronic  nephritic  disease ;  it  has  been 
employed  in  dropsy,  chronic  affections  of  the  urinary  organs,  and 
in  j^crofula,  in  wnich  last  its  reputation  is  so  high  that  it  has  ob- 
tained the  title  of  King's  Cure.     (Pereira.) 

Dr.  Somerville  found  chimaphila  very  useful  as  a  diuretic  evacu- 
ant  in  several  cases  of  dropsy,  which  appear  to  have  .depended 
upon  organic  and  incurable  lesions,  and  he  refers  to  similar  cases 
treated  by  Satterly  and  Marcet.  Dr.  Chapman  regarded  it  as  dis- 
tinguished for  the  activity  and  certainty  of  its  diuretic  operation, 
while  it  acted  on  the  stomach  as  a  tonic.  Atonic  and  cachectic 
dropsy  will  be  benefited  by  its  use.  Chimaphila  was  used  by 
the  aborigines  and  early  settlers  of  America  as  a  remedy  for  rhu- 
matism,  and  for  nephritic  disorders.  Dr.  Ives  says :  "  it  will  be 
granted  by  all  who  are  familiar  with  its  operation,  that  as  a  diu- 
retic, it  has  unquestionable  merit,  and  that,  like  uva  ursi,  it  will 
frequently  mitigate  symptoms  of  gravel,  and  strangury  proceed- 
ing from  other  causes.  I  have  given  it,  alternately  witn  uva  ursi, 
in  heematuria,  the  effect  of  severe  and  long  continued  inflamma- 
tion with  the  most  obvious  benefit  This  writer  states  that  it  is 
best  suited  to  open,  scrofulous  ulcers,  for  which  the  decoction 
may  be  used  internally,  and  also  externally  as  a  wasL  Dr.  Ives 
states  that  in  some  instances  it  has  appeared  to  be  of  service  in 
chronic  cutaneous  affections.  It  is  especially  useful  in  scrofula, 
chronic  rheumatic,  and  nephritic  affections.  The  decoction  alone 
has  cured  ascites,  and  has  been  advantageous  in  strangury,  chronic 
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gonorrhea,  diarrhea,  gleet,  leucorrhea,  and  catarrh  of  the  bladder 
It  is  best  adapted  to  those  dropsical  cases  which  are  akjcompanied 
with  much.debiKty  and  loss  of  appetite.  In  urinary  disorders, 
it  may  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  uva  ursi,  to  which  it  is  prefer- 
able, on  account  of  being  less  offensive  to  the  stomach.    (K.) 

It  is  highly  esteemed  by  some  practitioners  as  a  remedy  in 
scrofula,  both  before  and  after  the  occurrence  of  salivation ;  it 
has  proved  highly  advantageous  in  obstinate  ill-conditioned  ul- 
cers and  cutaneous  eruptions,  supposed  to  be  connected  with  a 
strumous  diathesis.  -(W.) 

The  following  statements  of  the  effects  on  the  economy  in  dis- 
ease, are  taken  from  Dunglison's  New  Eemedies : — In  Canada  it 
is  said  to  have  been. long  employed  in  diseases  of  the  urinary  pas- 
sages, especially  calculus ;  in  dropsy,  and  in  chronic  gout  and 
rheumatism,  its  effect  appearing  to  resemble,  but  not  to  exceed  those 
ascribed  to  uva  ursi  Somer ville  and  Barton  extol  it  as  an  excellent 
diuretic  in  different  forms  of  dysuria,  and  in  dropsies,  especially  such 
as  succeed  to  acute  diseases ;  in  nephralgia,  as  a  palliative,  espe- 
cially when  the  paroxysms  are  occasioned  by  gravel  which  has 
accumulated  in  the  kidneys ;  and  even  in  vesical  calculua  Radius 
found  it  especially  serviceable  in  dropsy,  gout,  rheumatism,  and 
in  inordinate  activity  of  the  secretory  fum^tions  of  the  mucous 
membranes — chronic  catarrh,  phthisis,  pituosa,  &c.  According  to 
him,  it  is  contra-indicated  where  there  is  much  fever,  disposition 
to  diarrhea,  gastricism,  and  great  debility  of  stomach,  windisch 
asserts  it  to  be  one  of  the  best  diuretics  we  possess ;  that  it  does 
not  impair  digestion ;  moderately  accelerates  the  circulation  ; 
gently  encourages  the  action  of  tne  bowels,  and  powerfully  aug- 
ments the  urinary  secretion.  It  was  administered  with  advantage 
in  dropsies  unaccompanied  by  fever,  and  not  dependent  upon  or- 
ganic mischief,  upon  "corruption  of  the  humors,  or  paralysis  of 
the  lymphatic  textures."  In  fd>rik  conditions  and  inflammafory 
diathesis,  it  is  said  to  hxive  been  always  injuriousj  as  well  as  when  it 
was  administered  prior  to  the  resoliUion  of  obstructions  remaining  af- 
ter long  protrajct^  intermittents ;  but  when  these  are  removed, 
and  no  excitement  exists,  more,  according  to  Windsch,  is 
to  be  expected  from  it  than  from  any  other  agent,  and  he  strongly 
advises  that  careful  trials  should  be  made  with  it  in  the  proper 
cases.  He  advises,  also,  that  its  use  be  persevered  in,  in  order 
that  good  effects  may  be  derived  from  it  See  Journal  of  Materia 
Medica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  J^  to  1  dram. 

Solid       •* *•  10 to  20grain8 

Pills,       "        Chimaphila,  8 grains ;..     "    8  to    6. 
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Racemosa. 

{Black  Cohosh — Blojck  Snake  Boot) 

This  is  an  active,  powerful  and  useful  remedy,  and  appears  to 
fulfill  a  great  number  of  indicatLons.  It  possesses  an  undoubted 
inlluence  over  the  nervous  system,  and  has  beeil  successfully  nsed 
in  chorea,  periodical  convulsions,  epilepsy,  nervous  excitability, 
asthma,  pertussis,  delirium  tremens,  and  many  spasmodic  affec- 
tions ;  in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  cough,  acute  rheumatism,  neuralgia, 
phlegmasia  dolens,  amenorrhea,  dysmenorrhea,  lencorrhea  and 
other  uterine  affections.  Its  tonic  and  anti  periodic  virtues  are 
well  marked  in  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers.  It  is  very  use- 
ful in  other  febrile  and  exanthematous  diseases,  especially  among 
children,  where  there  exists  a  strong  tendency  to  cerebral  irrita- 
tion and  congestion.  It  lessens  the  force  and  frequency  of  the 
pulse.  In  febrile  diseases,  it  frequently  produces  diaphoresis  and 
aiuresis.  In  doses  of  one  dram  of  the  tincture,  repeated  every 
hour,  it  effected  thorough  cures  of  ophthalmitis  conjunctiva  without 
the  aid  of  any  local  application.  As  a  partus  accelerator,  it  may 
be  substituted  for  ergot.  It  is  anti -periodic.  It  exerts  a  topic  in- 
fluence over  both  the  serous  and  mucous  tissues  of  the  system, 
and  will  be  found  useful  in  a  majority  of  chronic  diseases.  It  is 
useful  in  the  treatment  of  small  pox,  in  which  it  should  be  given 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  disease.  It  is  said  to  divest  it  of 
its  malignant  character.  It  has  been  pre-eminently  successful  in 
the  treatment  of  chorea. 

The  cimicifugin  is  antispasmodic,  tonic,  diaphoretic,  expecto- 
rant, alterative,  narcotic,  and  ecbolic 

Chorea, — ^Dr.  Hildreth,  Beadle,  Physic  and  others  report  many 
cases  illustrative  of  the  potency  of  tnis  medicine  in  chorea,  while 
Dr.  Wood^s  testimony  isj  that  he  administered  it  in  a  case  of  cho- 
rea, which  rapidly  recovered  under  its  use,  after  a  failure  of  pur- 
gatives and  metallic  tomes. 

Pulmonary  Complaints, — It  was  claimed  by  Dr.  Gardner  as  a 
valuable  remedy  in  phthisis,  and  by  Dr.  Wheeler,  as  especially 
serviceable  in  protracted  and  obstinate  cough.  Its  remedial  ef- 
fects, in  these  cases,  are  attributed  by  Dr.  Wood  to  its  sedative 
properties. 

Bheumatism, — In  this  malady,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  it  is 
used  with  eminent  success.  Drs.  Johnson  and  Davis  declare  the 
curative  power  of  cimicifuga,  in  the  early  stages  of  this  malady, 
to  be  no  less  than  the  preventive  virtue  of  vaccination  in  variola. 

Cases  of  puerperal  hypochondriasis  and  depression  are  men- 
tioned as  yielding,  rapidly,  to  this  remedy ;  wnile  again,  by  its 
advocates,  it  is  claimed  to  be  an  important  adjuvant  in  protrac- 
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led  labor.    Dr.  Brandige  deems  the  saturated  tincture,  as  a  local 
application  in  ophthalmia,  superior  to  any  other  treatment 

Black  Cohosh  Compound* 

The  ingredients  which  enter  into  this  compound  are  black  co- 
hosh^ mild  cherry^  ipecac^  liquorice  and  senega.  It  is  alterative, 
expectorant  and  tonic,  and  stimulates  most  of  the  secretions.  Its 
specific  influence  on  the  lungs  is  marked,  lessening  the  frequency 
and  severity  of  cough ;  rendering  breathing  less  laborious,  and 
diminishing  the  fi:^quency  of  the  pulse.  It  proves  ^''ery  beneficial 
in  hepatic  diseases,  dyspepsia  and  pulmonary  diseases.  'This  com- 
pound is  of  service  to  promote  the  appetite,  and  the  early  estab- 
lishment of  the  functions  of  the  system  to  their  normal  state."  The 
gotency  of  cohosh,  to  fulfill  many  indications,  is  greatly  enhanced 
y  this  preparation.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vols.  2, 8,  and  6. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Black  Cohosh i Dose,  i  to  2  drams. 

•'  ••  Compound "     |  to  1        *' 

Solid      "       **     4to8grains. 

Cimicifugin "      1  to  6      " 

Pills  of  Cimicifugin,  1  grain i     "      1  to  4. 

"    Ext.  Cimicifuga,   2  grain "      2  to  4. 


« 


Omchona. 

{Peruvian  Bark,) 

Cinchona  is  tonic,  and  somewhat  astringent,  and,  topically,  an- 
tiseptic* It  has  succeeded  well  in  cases  of  debility,  from  exhaust- 
ing and  protracted  diseases,  and  in  that  languid  and  prostrate  con- 
dition o?  the  system  prevalent  during  the  heat  of  spring  and  sum- 
mer months,  when  a  general  tonic  is  necessary. 

Valuable  in  ftmctional  derangements  of  the  stomach,  improving 
digestion,  and  invigorating  the  nervous  and  muscular,  systems  in 
diseases  of  general  debility,  and  in  convalescence  from  exhausting 
diseases.  -As  a  tonic  it  will  be  found  of  advantage  in  measles, 
small-pox,  scarlatina,  during  the  absence  of  fever  or  inflammation, 
also  in  cases  when  the  system  is  exhausted  by  purulent  discharges. 
It  may  likewise  be  used  in  all  chronic  diseases  attended  with  de- 
bility, as  scrofula,  dropsjr,  obstinate  cutaneous  diseases,  &c.  To 
obtain  the  anti-periodic  influence,  the  red  and  yellow  barks  are 
considered  superior  to  the  pale,  while  the  pale  is  preferred  as  a 
tonic. 

Cinchona  Compound,  (U.  S.  P.) 

Compowndedof  Cinchona,  OramjgeFeeil,  Oentianj  SerperUariOf  Cloves^  and  Red  Saunders, 

This  combination  of  tonics  has  met  with  the  entire  approba- 
tion of  all  who  have  used  it,  in  cases  of  debility  ansing  from  the 
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weakening  and  exhaustion  of  the  hot  season,  in  dyspepsia,  and  in 
that  debihtated  condition  of  the  system  consequent  to  severe  sick- 
ness, as  well  as  accompanying  chronic  complaints. 

In  these  cases  Nature  needs  assistance,  and  only  a  gentle  asisis- 
tance,  that  she  may  bring  the  system  back  to  its  normal  state,  and 
give  au  increased  vitaUty  to  the  functions.  In  that  enfeebled 
State  of  the  system  consequent  to  old  age,  a  slight  tonic  stimulant 
is  necessary,  and  in  such  cases  the  best  results  haye  followed  &om 
the  use  of  the  cinchona  compound.  It  is  applicable,  indeed,  to 
all  cases  when  the  cinchona  alone  would  be  administered 

Fncampatibks. — ^Tartar  emetic,  salts  of  iron,  lead,  zinc,  and  sil- 
ver ;  alkalies^  all  infusions  containing  tannic  acid  and  gelatin, 
lime,  and  magnesia. 

PRAPABATIOKS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  CinchonB Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

"        Compound,  (U.  S.  P.) "     ito  1  ^ 

"         *""  "        Red...... ..:...  "^itol 

"  **  "        Calisaya "     itol 

Elixir  Calisaya, "     1  to  2 

"  Iron,  Pjrrophosphate "     1  to  2 

"  "and  Bismuth, "     1  to  2 

"  "     and  Strychnia, "     i  to  1 


Cissa2nx>6los  Paxeira. 

{Pareira  Brava.) 

Tonic,  diuretic,  and  aperient.  Used  in  the  various  disorders  of 
the  urinary  organs.  Also  recommended  m  calculous  affections, 
leucorrhea,  .dropsy,  rheumatism  alld  jaundice.  Pebeira  says  of 
it  "Its  efficacy  in  certain  maladies  of  the  urinary  organs  indu- 
ces us  to  prescribe  an  almost  specific  influence  to  this  root  over 
the  mucous  membranes  lining  the  urinary  passages. 

Dr.  B.  Brodie  extravagantly  praises  its  medical  value  in  the 
treatment  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  bladder.  "  I  am  satis- 
fied," he  remarks,  "  that  it  has  a  great  influence  over  this  disease, 
lessening  very  materially,  the  secretions  of  the  ropy  mucus,  which 
is,  itself,  a  great  evil,  and,  I  believe,  diminishing  the  inflammation 
and  irritability  of  the  bladder  also.  It  is  regarded  by  some  as 
anti-catarrhal.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  Dec.,  1858. 

PRBPABATION. 

Fluid  Extract. Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 


Coccxilus  Palmatus. 

(  Cblombo.  ) 
Colombo  root  is  bitter,  aromatic,  stomachic,  anti-emetic,  and  aa- 
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tringent  lb  has  been  advised  iu  dysentery,  in  serous  diarrheas 
and  bilious  fevers.  Combined  with  opium  in  a  small  quantity,  it 
is  useful  in  the  treatment  of  obstinate  colics,  and  as  an  anti-emetic 
for  combating  the  nausea  and  vomiting  which  so  often  accompany 
the  first  periods  of  pregnancy.  Used  in  dyspepjsia,  chronic  diar- 
rhea, and  dysentery ;  in  convalescence  from  ^brile  and  inflamma- 
tory diseases,  hectic  fever,  and  in  the  muscular  debility  of  young 
children.  like  other  strong  bitters,  it  occasionally  checks  the  re- 
mittent and  intermittent  fevers  of  hot  cHmates.  The  absence  of 
irritating  properties  renders  it  also  an  appropriate  tonic  in  the  hec- 
tic fever  of  phthisis  and  other  kindred  sections.  It  is  firequentiy 
administerea  in  combination  with  other  tonics,  aromatics,  mild  ca- 
thartics, and  antacids.  In  dyspepsia  and  vomiting  it  may  be  ad- 
vantageously combined  with  the  alkaline  bicarbonates,  as  well  as 
in  debility  wtth  acidity  of  the  stomach*  See  Journal  of  Mate- 
ria Medica,  vol.  2,  Lee,  on  Colombo. 

Incompatibles, — Ammonia,  lime  water,  mineral- acids,  muriate 
of  iron,  nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  gelatin. 

PBEPASATIOKS. 

Fluid  Extract, Doee  20  to  60  drops. 

Solid      »        "     4tolO  grains. 

Pills,  2  grains, **      2  to    6. 

Colchicum  Antumnale. 

4 

(  Meadow  Saffron, ) 

Cathartic,  diuretic,  alterative,  emetic  and  sedative.  Used  in 
rheumatism,  gout,  dropsy,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  scarlatina^  gon- 
orrhea, enlarged  prostate,  and  in  neuralgia.  Prof.  Hammond,  of 
the  University  of  Maryland,  in  some  experiments  instituted  upon 
himself  and  others,  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  That  colchicum  increases  the  quantity  of  urine. 

2.  That  it  increases  the  total  amount  of  solid  matters  eliminated. 
8.  That  this  increase  is  mainly  due  to  an  augmentation  of  the 

organic  matter. 

4.  That  the  amount  of  nric  matter  does  not  seem  to  be  affected. 

He  regards  colchicum  as  a  true  depurator  of  the  blood,  hence 
we  have  an  explanation  of  its  good  effects  in  those  blood  diseases, 
gout  and  rheumatism.  Dr.  Joyeux  considers  good  preparations 
of  colchicum  a  certain  specific  in  gout  and  articular  rheumatism, 
as  much  so  as  iodine  in  goitre,  or  iron  in  chlorosis.  Dr.  Hol- 
land maintains  that  colchicum  may,  with  care,  be  made  a  pre- 
ventive in  case  of  rheumatism  as  well  as  a  curative  agent  Dr. 
Todd  lays  down  the  following  rules  for. the  employment  of  this 
agent,  which,  it  is  believed,  embody  the  soundest  rules  upon  this 
subject. 
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1.  The  use  of  colchicum  is  most  applicable  to  the  sthenic  form  of 
gout  of  robust  constitutions,  and  in  the  prime  of  life. 

2.  Colchicum  should  never  be  given  at  the  outset  of  a  paroxysm, 
nor  until  the  bowels  have  been  duly  acted  upon  by  mild  purga- 
tives. 

3.  The  first  doses  should  be  very  small  and  gradually  increased. 

4.  It  should  always  be  administered,  at  first,  uncombined  with 
any  other  medicine,  until  the  practitioner  has  satisfied  himself 
that  it  does  not  disagree  with  his  patient. 

5.  It  should  not  be  given  in  doses  so  as  to  excite  nausea, 
vomiting  or  purging.  These  results  should  be  regarded  as  indi- 
cative of  the  unfavorable  operation  of  the  medicine. 

6.  It  may  be  regarded  as  acting  favorably  when,  under  its  use, 
the  urine  is  increased  in  quantity,  a  more  abundant  discharge  of 
bile,  and  the  skin  secretes  freely. 

7.  The  effect  should  be  carefully  watched,  as  like  digitalis,  and 
other  medicines,  it  is  apt  to  accumulate  in  the  system. 

Many  English  practitioners  recommend  colchicum  as  almost  a 
specific  in  neuralgia.  Tait,  Bennett  and  others  recommend 
this  agent  in  scarlatina.  Stoeck  claims  to  have  used  this  agent 
successfully  in  dropsy.  Dr.  W.  Gr.  Smith,  of  Port-au-Prince,  re- 
commends colchicum  in  the  treatment  of  tetanus.  The  Lancet, 
1849,  vol.  1,  p.  618,  Dr.  Eowland  had  lately  treated  tonsillitis 
with  colchicum  and  cured  every  case  so  treated.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medicai  voL  2/ and  4. 

Chntra-indications. — Great  debility.  Profuse  diarrhea.  Asthenic 
form  of  gout. 

Incompatibles. — ^Acids  render  the  vinous  tincture  drastic.  Alka- 
lies render  it  milder  in  its^  operation. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Colchioum  Root,. .Dose,  3  to  12  drops. 

"        **  "         Seed, "    5  to  10      •* 

Solid      "  **       Acetic, "  1  to    2  grains. 

Pills,       "  ♦'        i  grain,... "    1  to   3. 

Gomptonia   Asplenifolia. 

(  Sweet  Fern.  ) 

Tonic,  astringent  and  alterative.  It  possesses  all  the  properties 
of  the  tonic  and  astringent  balsams,  and  is  useftil  in  dysentery, 
diarrhea,  haemoptvsis,  leucorrhoea.  The  extract  will  be  found*  of 
great  efficacy  in  tlie  irritable  conditions  of  the  intestines.  Barton 
recommends  it  for  diarrhea  and  summer  complaints  of  children. 
See  Journal  of  Materia  Mediea,  Dec,  1859. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, / Dose,  J  to  1  dram. 
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ConiTun  Maculatnm. 

{Poison  Hetnlock^ 

Alterative  and  narcotic,  possessing  anodyne,  antispasmodic,  de- 
obstruent  and  diuretic  properties. 

The  leaves  of  the  hemlock  are  the  part  employed  in  medicine, 
which,  as  well  as  the  seeds,  owe  their  poisonous  properties  to  a 
substance  which  has  been  variously  designated,  conicinej  conin^ 
cicutirie^  and  coneine. 

The  action  of  the  poison  is  exercised  principally  upon  the  spi- 
nal marrow,  and  is  directly  opposed  to  that  of  the  nux  vomica, 
ignatia,  and  their  alkali — strychnine. 

Strychnine  irritates  the  spinid  marrow,  produces  violent  and 
permanent  spasms  of  the  muscles,  and  causes  asphyxia.  Ooni- 
cine,  on  the  contrary,  exhausts  the  nervous  energy  of  the  spinal 
marrow,  produces  a  general  muscular  paralysis,  and  by  this  ex- 
haustion produces  asphyxia  equally  with  the  former.  Hemlock, 
given  in  a  small  dose,  causes,  at  first,  light  vertigo,  headache,  and 
nausea ;  the  urinary  and  cutaneous  secretions  are  also  increased. 
In  an  increased  dose  it  acts  like  stupefying  poisons,  causing  drowsi- 
ness, stupor,  delirium,  syncope,  an  d  sometimes  death. 

It  is  used  to  promote  sleep,  and  will  be  found  efficacious  in  al- 
laying excessive  action  of  the  heart,  in  hypertrophy  of  this  organ. 
All  affections  attended  with  an  excited  or  excitable  condition  of 
the  nervous  or  vascular  systems,  will  be  benefited  by  its  use. 
Beneficial  in  coughs,  and  in  phthisis,  in  intermittent  fever,  and  in 
neuralgia.  Conium  may  be  combined  to  advantage  with  hydrio- 
date  of  potassa  in  some  cases  of  phthisis  and  strumous  affections. 
It  is  highly  recommended  in  chronic  rheumatism,  secondary 
syphilis,  in  scrofulous  tumors;  and  ulcers,  and  in  strumous  ophthal- 
nna.  It  is  contra-indicated,  save  in  conjunction  with  bark  and 
iron,  in  those  forms  of  disease  in  which  cachexy  and  inflamma- 
tory tendency  of  a  low  grade  are  combined,  producing  emaciation, 
&c. 

Fotherffill  strongly  recommends  this  drug  in  the  treatment  of 

neuralgia  and  rheumatism. 

It  has  been  used  with  decided  advantage  in  gonorrhea,  in  vari- 
ous diseases  of  the  skin,  in  the  complicated  derangements  of 
health  attendant  upon  secondary  syphilis,  in  excessive  secretion 
of  milk,  in  pertussis,  asthma,  chronic  catarrh,  and  consumption, 
and  in  various  other  disorders  connected  with  a  general  depraved 
state  of  the  health.  It  is  occasionally  employed  with  the  effect  of 
relieving  or  palliating  the  symptoms,  or  favorably  modifying  the 
action  of  other  remedies.  Dr.  Gibson,  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl 
vania,  considers  it  ef&cacious  in  the  cure  of  goitre. 
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Conium,  unquestionably,  proves  useful  in  the  treatment  of  can- 
cer, mitigating  pain,  checking  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and 
sometimes  affectmg  a  radical  and  permanent  cura  The  less  ma- 
lignant may,  with  safety,  be  said  to  be  under  its  controL  Dr.  S. 
W.  Williams,  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  has  treated  many  cases  of  dis- 
eased mammary  glands  successftdly.  Some  of  his  cases  are  de- 
scribed as  real  open  cancers.  Dr.  raris  recommends  conium  as  a 
valuable  palliative  in  bronchitis,  (chronic),  and  in  irritable  states- 
of  the  respiratoiy  mucous  membrane.  Dr.  Dewees  observes  that 
the  most  successful  medicine  which  he  has  used  in  menorrhagia,. 
is  the  extract  of  conium.  Dr.  Waring  adds,  the  internal  and  ex- 
ternal application  of  this  medicine  is  attended  with  excellent  ef- 
fects in  syphilitic  ulcerations. 

But  whatever  preparation  be  administered,  or  for  whatever  com- 
plaint prescribed,  the  dose  should  be  gradually  increased  until  un- 
equivocal symptoms  of  its  operation  are  manifest,  and  then,  and 
not  before,  should  the  daily  increase  be  suspended  or  diminished. 
In  no  other  manner  is  it  possible  to  have  any  assurance  that  the 
reparation  employed  is  really  activa    See  Journal  of  Materia 

edica,  vol.  4. 

Antidotes. — ^  Vinegar  is  recommended  as  an  antidote.  The 
stomach  to  be  properly  evacuated  before  administering  it 

Incompaiibka. — ^Strong  acid%  alkalies^  tannin,  &a 

PKEPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  5  to  20  drops. 

Solid         "        "     i  to  li  graina. 

Pills  of  Conium,  \  grain, 

**  •♦        I     "      

it  it         2     << 

and  Tpecac,  (U.  S.  P.)  1  grain,. . . 


£.' 


(t  t4 


2  to  6. 
1  to  8. 
1  to  2. 

3  to  5. 


Convallaria   MTiltiJ9.ora. 

(  Giant  SolomorCs  Seal ) 

Tonic,  mucilaginous  and  mildly  astringent.  Valuable  in  leu- 
corrhcH,  menorrbagia,  female  debility  and  pectoral  aifVctions,  also 
in  piUs.  It  will  be  found  of  great  efficai^y  in  irritable  conditions 
of  tne  iutfrHtines,  as  well  as  iu  chronic  inflammation  of  the^e  parts. 
Useful  in  the  treatment  of  erysipt-las' and  cutaneous  affections.  A 
large  dose  will  produce  emesis  and  act  as  a  cathartic, 

PBBPAIUTIOir. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  2  to  6  drope. 
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Coptis   Trifolia. 

(  Gold   Thread.  ) 

Simple  tonic  bitter.  Closely  resembling  quassia  in  pix)perties, 
and  is  used  when  a  pure,  simple,  tonic  bitter  is  desired.  Also  as  a 
local  application  in  apthous,  and  other  ulcerations  of  the  moutL 
Also  very  us»  ful  in  atonic  dyspepsia,  and  loss  of  appetite.  See 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol  2. 

PBEPAEATION. 

Fluid  Extract,^ Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Comns   Florida. 

( Boxwood, ) 

,  This  well-known  plant  possesses  tonic  and  anti-intermittent  pro- 
perties, very  nearly  allied  to  those  of  cinchona ;  in  periodic  fe- 
vers,  it  is  one  of  our  most  valuable  indigenous  planta  Dr.  Gregg 
states  that,  "after  employing  it  for  twenty- three  years  in  the  treat- 
ment of  intermittent  fevers,  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  infe- 
rior to  Peruvian  Bark."  Prof.  Barton  says:  "It  may  be  asserted 
with  entire  »afety,  that  as  yet  there  has  not  been  discovered  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  any  vegetable  so  efft  ctually  to  an- 
swer the  purpose  of  Peruvian  bark  in  the  management  of  in* 
teiTnittent-fevers,  as  comns  fiorida."  Eberle  states  that  thirty- 
five  grains  of  boxwood  bark  are  equal  to  thirty  of  cinchona. 

It  may  be  ust^d  in  all  cases  where  quinia  is  indicated  and  can 
not  be  administered,  owng  to  idiosyncrasy,  &c.,  or  when  it  can  not 
be  obtaim  d  pure.  Its  internal  use  increases  the  force  and  fi^uen- 
cy  of  the  pulse,  and  elevates  the  temperature  of  the  body.  It  may 
be  used  with  advantage  in  all  cases  where  tonics  are  required,  in 
periodical  fevers,  typhoid  fev«  rs,  &c  The  comin  is  much  used  as 
a  sul>titute  for  quinia,,  and  may  be  variously  combined  with  xan- 
thoxylin^  ntyricin^  salicinj  hyra^tin^  podophyllinj  or  extract  of 
cimtci/'ugaj  in  the  different  affections  for  which  it  is  administered. 
See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PREPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  ^  to    2  drams. 

Solid       »*       "    StolOgrains. 

Con.in, "    1  to  10      ** 

Pills  o*  Extract  of  Comus,  2  grains, '*    2  to    5. 

"        Comin,  2  grains, - "    1  to    5. 

Corydalis   Formosa. 

(  Turhjy    Com,  ) 

Tonic,  diuretic,  and  alterative.  The  remedial  properties  of  this 
plant  are  held  in  very  high  repute  by  all  Eclectic  practitionera  "W  ith 
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'tonic. powers  of  great  value,  it  combines  energetic  alterative  and 
resolvent  powers.  It  has  been  employed  with  marked  success  in 
the  treatment  of  syphilis,  with  podophylUn.  Its  use  in  such  cases 
should  be  persevered  in,^and  occasionally  alternated  with  stUlin- 
gta,  phytolaccin,  or  other  alteratives.  In  cases  of  cutaneous  af- 
fections, its  use  is  reputed  as  highly  satisfactory.  In  scrofula, 
particularly  when  accompanied  with  feeble  digestion  and  poverty 
of  the  blood  it  is  highly  recommended;  also  for  dropsy,  general 
debility,  gravel,  in  affections  of  the  urinary  organs,  in  atonic  gleet, 
passive  leucorrhcea,  catarrhal  affections  of  the  bladder,  inconti- 
nence of  urine,  it  is  reported  as  serviceable. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  10  to  40  drops. 

CcHrydalin, '       -^  to    1  grain. 


Crocus   Sativus. 

(Saffron,) 

Saffron  is  cordial,  anodyne,  emmenagogue  and  diaphoretic.  In 
modenite  doses,  it  stimulates  the  stomach,  and  in  large  quantities 
it  excites  the  vascular  system ;  moreover,  it  seems  to  have  a  spe- 
cific influence  on  the  cerebro-spinal  system,  as  it  affects,  it  is  said, 
the  mental  faculties.  It  is  frequently  used  to  assist,  in  eruption  of 
exanthematous  diseases.  Has  been  of  benefit  in  amenorrhoea,  dys- 
menorrhoea,  chlorosis,  hysteria,  and  in  suppression  of  the  lochial 
discharge. 

PREPABATIOX. 

Fluid  Extract, .Dose,  20  to  60  drops. 


Oroton   Eleuteria. 

(  CascanUa. ) 

Aromatic  and  tonic,  employed  when  a  pleasant  and  gently  stim 
ulant  tonic  is  desirable ;  as  in  dyspepsia,  chronic  diarrhea  and 
dysentery,  flatulent  colic,  and  other  cases  of  debility  of  thestoir- 
ach  and  bowels.  It  is  sometimes  advantageously  combined  with 
the  more  powerful  bitters.  Cascarilla  counteracts  the  tendency 
of  cinchona  to  proudce  nausea. 

Incompattbles, — ^Lime  water,  sulphate  of  iron  and  zinc.     Infu- 
sions containing  tannic  or  gallic  »aeid. 

PREPARATION'. 

Fluid  Extract,  r   Dose,  20  to  60  drops. 
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Cucumis  Colocynthis. 

{Golocynih.) 

Hydragogue .  cathartic.  It  13  employed  in  passive  dropsy,  in 
cerebral  derangements,  and  tor  tbe  purpose  ot  overcoming  torpid 
conditions  of  the  biliary  and  digestive  system.  Its  irritant  eflfest 
upon  the  rectum  may  influence  the  uterus  by  sympathy  of  con- 
tiguity, and  thus  provoke  menstruation.  It  may  he  used  in  mo- 
derate doses  in  all  diseases  where  catharsis  is  indicated.  The  ad- 
dition of  extract  of  hyoscyami^s  will  deprive  it  of  its  harsh  and 
griping  effect 

Incompatibles, — Fixed  alkalies,  sulphate  of  iron,  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver, acetate  of  lead,  &c. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid     Extract  Colocynth Dose,  5  to  15  drops. 

Solid  "  **      Used  in  compounds., •••••• 

"  "  "      Compound, Dose,  2  to  30  grains 

Pills  of  "  and  Blue  Pill,  3  grains, .. .     "    2  to  3. 

"  *'  "  "      Calomel,  2  grs.,  ...     "    2  to  3. 

"  "  "  3grains, "    2  to  6. 

"  "  "        and  Hyoscyamus  (U.  S.  P.,) 

3  grains, "    1  to  6. 

"         and.Podophyllin,  3  grs.,..     "    1  to  2. 

'•  ''  "  and  Ipecac,  3  grains, "    3  to  5. 

Curciuna   Longa« 

{Ihirmeric.) 

Stimulant  aromatic  tonic;  used  especially  in  jaundice  and 
the  itch ;  also  employed  in  debilitated  states  of  the  stomach,  inter- 
mittent fever,  and  dropsy. 

PREPARATION, 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  2  to  3  drams. 

Oypripedium   Pubescens. 

{Ladies'  Slipper,)    . 

Tonic,  diaphoretic,  sedative,  nervine,  slightly  narcotic,  and  anti- 
spasmodic. Useful  in  hysteria,  chorea,  nervous  headache,  and  all 
cases  of  nervous  irritability.  Dr.  K.  P.  Stevens  considered  it 
quite  equal  to  valerian.  Dr.  IvES  employed  it  in  a  variety  of 
nervous  diseases,  and  has  known  it  to  cure  epilepsy.  The  com- 
plaints esperially  mentioned  by  him  are  hypochondriasis,  neural- 
gia, and  morbid  sensitiveness  of  the  nervous  system  generally,  es- 
pecially of  the  eye.  It  is  held  in  high  estimation  in  some  parts, 
in  domestic  practice,  as  a  sedative  and  anti-spasmodic. 

The  cypripedin  is  a  good  substitute  for  English  valeridrij  smd  ' 

S 
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is  prefeiTed  by  some.  Employed  in  some  neuralgic  affections, 
hysteria  and  a  deranged  condition  of  the  whole  nervons  system. 
Produces  sleep,  without  any  stupefying  effect  It  is  often  more 
beneficial  upon  the  nervous  system  than  hyoscyamus^  strychnine 
and  other  narcotics,  producing  relief  when  they  will  not  Excel- 
lent in  allaying  intestinal  irritation,  when  unaccompanied  by 
active  inflammation.  Advantageously  combined  with  extract  of 
lettuce, 

PREPARATIONS. 

FJuid  Extract, Dose,  *  to    1  dram. 

Solid         '•       "      4tol5grams. 

Cypripedin, "      2  to   4       " 

Pills  of  Extract  Cypripedium,  2  grains, •*      2  to   6. 


Datura  Stramonium. 

.....{Thmn  AjppK) 

A  well-known  anodyne,  narcotic,  and  anti-spasmodic.  The  prop- 
erties  of  daturia  resemble  those  of  atropia.  In  long  continued  or 
large  do^es,  stramonium  causes  dilatation  of  the  pupil ;  also  if  the 
extract  is  applied  to  the  eyebrows  or  temples — great  disturbance 
of  the  cerebral  functions,  delirium  and  death.  It  will  often  act  as 
an  anodyne  and  narcotic  when  opium  and  belladonna  fail  Dn 
Chapman  regards  this  agent  as  more  eificacious  in  mfelancholia 
than  in  any  other  form  of  mental  derangement.  Dr.  Woodakd^ 
late  superintendent  of  the  Massachusetts  Lunatic  Hospital,  re- 
garded stramonium  as  of  essential  service  in  the  treatment  of  insan- 
ity with  epilepsy.  Dr.  Burrows  found  one  grain  of  the  extract 
to  produce  sleep  in  furious  mania,  when  other  narcotics  had  failed. 
Of  fifty-five  cases  collected  by  Dr.  Bayle,  a  majority 'were  bene- 
fited by  its  use. 

Epilepsy, — Dr.  Fisher  found  it  useful  in  those  cases  which  are 
diurnal  or  have  regular  returns.  Dr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  cel- 
ebrated its  virtues  in  this  disease,  more  than  half  a  century  ago. 
Dr.  TuLLY  prescribed  it  for  epilepsy  with  more  confidence  than 
any  other  article  in  the  matena  medica.  He  directs  this  class  of 
patients  to  continue  its  use,  for  months  after  the  paroxysms  are  sus- 
pended, as  a  prophylactic.  The  patient  should  be  fully  under  its 
mfluence ;  the  effect  upon  the  pupil  should  be  the  test ;  and  if 
kept  dilated  for  a  year,  they  would  return  to  their  normal  size  by 
suspending  the  medicine.  Most  patients  require  some  preparation 
of  iron  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease. 

Chorea, — Dr.  Frost  relates  the  case  of  a  young  lady  who  was  cured 
in  six  weeks  of  chorea ;  and  the  experience  of  a  large  number  of 
physicians  is  that  no  single  remedy  will  be  found  equal  to  it  in 
this  disease.    It  will  be  found  advantageous  to  combine  purga- 
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tives,  or  give  it  in  conjunction  with  iron,  oxyde  of  zinc^   opium, 
cannabis,  cimicifuga  &c., 

Dr.  King,  of  Suffield,  Conn.,  has  reported  two  cases  which  he 
regarded  a&  meningitis,  the  cure  of  wnich  was  evidently  due  to 
stramonium. 

Spasmodic  Asthma. — ^Dr.  BiGELOW  says:  "It  would  not  be  dif- 
ficult to  designate  individuals  in  Boston  and  vicinity,  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  employing  stramonium  with  unfailing  relief  in  the 
paroxysms  of  this  distressing  complaint."  Pages  might  be  filled 
showing  the  importance  of  this  drug  in  the  treatment  of  asthma, 
and  scores  of  names  of  physicians  in  this  country  and  Europe 
might  be  cited  as  recommending  its  use. 

Abortion, — John  King,  M.  D.,  says  that  it  is  superior  to  any- 
thing else  for  preventing  abortion.  Its  efficacy  has  been  tested  in 
a  number  of  instances. 

Dysmenorrhoea. — Eberle  says  by  exhibiting  from  twenty  to 
thirty  drops  of  the  officinal  tincture,  three  times  a  day  for  two  or 
three  days,  immediately  preceding  the  period  of  the  menses,  the 
distressing  pain  attending  this  period  will,  in  some  instances,  be 
entirely  prevented.  He  has  known  it  effect  a  perfect  cure.  Dr. 
A.  T.  Thompson  found  half-grain  doses  of  the  extract  in  combi- 
nation with  Plummer^s  pill  and  digitalis,  extremely  useful  in  the 
same  affection.    Dr.  Chapman  used  it  successfiilly  in  this  disease. 

Betention  of  Urine. — ^If  it  depend  upon  inflammation  about  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  it  may  sometimes  be  overcome  without 
catheterism,  by  applying  the  extract  with  moist  heat  externally. 
Grood  results  have  followed  its  application  in  urethral  stricture. 

Bkeumaiism. — Many  authors  might  be  cited  if  necessary  in  con- 
firmation of  its  efficacy  in  this  complaint,  both  internally  and  ex- 
ternally. M.  TROtJSSEAU  declares  that  he  has  derived  aavantages 
from  stramonium  in  rheumatism,  which  no  other  agent  appeared 
capable  of  affording.  Dr.  Stille  remarks:  "There  is  no 
reason  why,  in  external  applications  at  least,  stramonium  should 
hot  take  the  place  of  more  expensive  and  often  less  pure  narco- 
tics, in  the  treatment  of  every  kind  of  painful  affection.  So  com- 
mon, and  at  the  same  time  so  powerful  an  agent,  deserves  more 
attention  from  American  physicians  than  it  has  hitherto  received 
and  of  which  any  published  evidence  can  be  found." 

Hemorrhoids. — Among  the  local  uses  of  stramonium,  none  equals 
it,  in  imparting  comfort,  so  much  as  its  employment  in  piles,  and 
other  kindred  affections  of  the  rectum.  An  ointment  composed 
of  the  extract  of  stramonium  and  lead  cerate  in  equal  parts  is  an 
almost  infallible  remj^dy  fi)r  the  intolerable  itching  and  burning 
which  piles,  vermicular  ascarides,  etc.,  occasion;  it  forms  also,  a 
very  soothing  application  in  fissure  of  the  anus ;  also  in  nympho- 
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mania,  in  fonn  of   ointment,  to  lessen  venereal  excitement.     See 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2,  and  4. 

Antidotes. — Evacuation  of  the  stomach  by  emetics  or  stomach 

{mmp,  after  which,  vinegar  and  water  may  be  administered,  fbl- 
owed  by  mucilaginous  drinks,  with  strong  coflfee,  and  other  stimu- 
lating cordial,  according  to  the  prostration. 

Incompatible^. — Caustic,  fixed  alkalies,  or  soda  and  potash ;  as 
they  have  been  known  to  destroy  its  narcotic  powers. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Huid  Extract Dose,  5  to  20  drops. 

Solid        "     "     ito    1  grain. 

PiUs,igrain, "     Ito    2. 

"     1     "  "     Ito    2. 

Digitalis  Purpurea. 

{Foocghve.) 

It  possesses  narcotic,  diuretic,  and  sedative  properties ;  and  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  known  medicines  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ducing the  action  of  the  hearty  for  producing  action  of  the  absorb- 
•ents,  as  a  diuretic,  and  for  producing  specific  action  over  the  cere- 
bro-spiiial  system. 

Therapeutic  Uses. — In  dropsy,  ascites,  anasarca,  and  hydro 
thorax,  it  has  proved  a  powerful  and  efficacious  remedy,  particu- 
larly if  combined  with  mercury^  sguiUsy  and  the  sesqui-carboncOe 
of  amm/mia.  The  fluid  extract  m  such  cases  should  be  made  in- 
to an  infurtion  It  is  more,  serviceable  in  dropsy  arising  from  dis- 
•ease  of  the  liver  and  other  viscera. 

Uropny  after  Fnvr, — In  chronic  dropsical  affections,  in  anasarca, 
and-oed  ma,  attended  with  debility,  and  occurring  after  scarlet  fe- 
ver, Dr  Holland  considers  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  sin- 
gle combination  more  effectual  than  digitalis  and  tinctferri  ses- 
qui'chlf/ndi.  In  diseases  of  the  heart  it  is  a  remedy  of  great  val- 
ue. Dr.  M  UNK  considers  that  it  a^ts  upon  the  heart  in  two  ways : 
by  Hepres  ing  tht?  circulatory  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic. 
When  hvj>ertrophy  of  the  heart  exists,  whether  complicated  with 
other  d'st->«ses  or  not,  it  ♦xerci^e8  a  powerful  and  beneticial  de- 
pressng  act^n.  When  there  is  an  irritable  state  of  the  heart, 
atteiidtti  >\1  I  palpitations,  ureguiarity,  &c.,  it  exercises  its  anti- 
si  »a'-ni»»n»«"  jM.wer. 
•     In  ai  eMri>m,  Dr.  HoPE  found  it  eminently  useful. 

Ill  a>'lim..  coiiiiecleH  with  disease  of  the  heart,  in  spasmodic 
asthniii,  H  lias  proved  of  excellent  ^ervi(•e.  In  insanity  and  mmia 
it  48  ii(iv'se«l  bv  a  la^ge  num^«er  of  physicians.  In  the  Medical 
Tunes Hi.d  Gazette,  Dr.  P'rancis  E.  Cavey,  of  Guernsey,  men- 
tions several  ciHcs  of  dehrium  tremens  successfully  treated  with 
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digitalis,  after  entire  iailure  of  the  opium  treatment.  He  gave  the 
tincture  in  half-ounce  doses,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  gin,  and 
in  every  case  found  one  dose  sufficient. 

In  epilepsy,  and  epileptic  mania,  it  has  been  used  with  decided 
effect. 

Dr.  Pereira  considera  that  the  danger  of  its  accumulatory  ef- 
fects in  the  system,  has  been  over-stated,  and  Dr.  Garrod  explains 
its  cumulative  character  as  follows :  "  That  considerable  weaken- 
ing of  the  heart's  action  may  occur  without  any  very  evident 
symptom  being  produced ;  but  if  this  is  increased  above  a  certain 
point,  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  the  circulation,  then 
all  the  symptoms  are  likely  to  be  rapidly  and  dangerously  mani- 
fested. It  possesses  a  two-fold  action  :  the  one  a  sedative,  the  oth- 
er, diuretic.  These  two  actions  are  said  never  to  occur  ^multa- 
neously ;  if  it  acts  as  a  sedative,  it  produces  no  diuresis,  and  vice 
versa ;  and  if  either  of  these  effects  be  obtained  in  a  kindly  man- 
ner, the  patient  may  be  considered  safe  from  any  dangerous  ef 
fects." 

The  active  principle,  digitxiUn^  is  much  used  in  the  same  cases 
where  digitalis  has  been  recommended — in  doses  from  i  to  iaof 
a  grain.  It  is  one  of  those  remedies  which  should  not  be  admin- 
istered without  an  accurate  knowledge  of  their  properties.  See, 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  4,  and  5. 

Antidotes.  —  Its  poisonous  effects  are  best  counteracted  by  a 
speedy  evacuation  of  the  stomach  by  warm  driaks  together  with 
sinapisms  to  wrists  and  ankles.  The  emesis  should  be  followed  by 
a  free  use  of  wine,  brandy,  ammonia,  and  other  stimulants. 

Incompatibles, — Salts  of  iron  and  lead ;  tannin,  and  vegetable 
astringents. 

PKEPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  6  to  10  drops. 

Solid      **       •*  ,  -J-  to    1  grain 

Pills  of  Digitalin,  ^  grain "     1  to    2. 

"      Extract  Digitalis,  i  grain •*     1  to    8. 

and  Squill,  U.  S.  P.,  2  grs.,     **      2  to    4. 


4i  »l  i( 


Dioscorea  Villosa. 

{Wild  Yam.) 

Anti-spasmodic.  It  is  represented  as  very  efficacious  in  bilious 
colic,  efficient,  in  itself,  to  control  the  most  severe  and  obstinate 
attacks  of  this  disease,  giving  prompt  and  permanent  relief.  It 
will  also  allay  nausea,  cramps  and  painful  spasmodic  affections  o! 
the  bowels.  The  tincture  is  said  to  be  a  valuable  expectorant 
and  diaphoretic. 
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The  active  principle,  dioscorein,  says  Dr.  King,  is  as  much  a 
specific  in  bilious  colic,  as  quinia  in  mtermittents.  Four  grains 
of  dioscorein,  in  one  tablespoonful  of  brandy,  are  reported  by  the 
same  author,  to  have  given  prompt  relief  in  an  obstinate  case,  which 
was  pronounced  hopeless  by  several  physicians,  and  repeated 
once  after  an  interim  of  about  twenty  minutes,  to  have  effected  a 
permanent  cure  The  extract  of  wild  yam  combined  with  the 
extract,  of  cotuils  proves  eminently  serviceable  in  nausea  and 
vomiting  of  pregnant  women.  Combined  with  the  extract  of  gin- 
ger and  asclepidin  it  is  recommended  useful  in  flatulency. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose  5  to  30  drops. 

DiofNX>rein "    1  to    2  grains. 


Dipterix  Odorata. 

{Tonqua.) 

Tonqua  bean  is  the  fruit  or  seed  of  a  large  tree  indigenous 
to  the  province  of  Guiana.  The  bean  has  a  strong,  agreeable, 
aromatic  odor,  and  a  bitterish,  aromatic  taste. 

The  tonqua  bean  is  employed  chiefly  to  flavor  other  medicines, 
and  for  perfumery. 

PREPARATION. 

.  Fluid  Extract To  be  used  at  discretion. 


Epigaea  Repens. 

{Trailing  Arbutus. — Oravel  Plant.) 

Diuretic  and  astringent 

It  proves  highly  beneficial  in  lithic  acid  gravel  and  all  diseases 
of  the  urinary  organs.  This  plant  possesses  properties  allied  to 
those  of  the  uva  ursi — acting  in  an  especial  manner  on  the 
kidneys  and  the  membranes  of  the  bladder  and  urethra. 
It  is  thought  to  have  emmenagogue  properties  in  cases  of 
amenorrhoea  occurring  in  scrofulous  constitutions.  When  the 
uva  ursi  and  buchu  have  produced  unpleasant  symptoms,  in 
cases  of  irritated  action  of  the  bladder  and  urethra,  the  arbutus 
has  produced  an  alleviation  of  the  symptoms,  and  sometimes 
entire  removal  of  the  disease.  It  has  been  recommended  as  a 
remedy  peculiarly  adapted  lor  the  cure  of  Bright's  disease  of  the 
kidneys,  or  any  disease  accompanied  with  albuminous  urine.  ^  A 
case  of  anasarca  and  ascites,  with  cough,  was  treated  with  dtgita- 
lis,  squill  J   terebinthinateSj   asclepias,    and    the    spirits  of  nitrous 
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elJier^  without  benefit  The  urine  was  found  to  contain  a  great 
quantity  of  albumen.  The  patient  was  put  upon  the  free  use  of 
the  decoction  of  the  arbutus,  to  the  rejection  of  all  other  medi- 
cines ;  the  albumen  soon  disappeared  from  the  urine,  and  the  pa- 
tient recovered. 

It  is  pronounced  by  many  superior  to  iiva  ursi^  ox  foreign  buchii, 
and  to  succeed  in  producing  the  desired  eflfect  when  these  have 
signally  failed.  Its  anti-lithic  properties  are  of  a  passive,  rather 
than  an  active  character,  preventing  the  accumulation  of  princi- 
ples calculated  to  produce  a  precipitation  of  calculous  matter.  The 
fluid  extract  is  recommended  by  Dr.  King  as  an  elegant  prepara- 
tion in  all  urinary  difficulties.  It  is  sometimes  employed  witli  ad 
vantage  in  diarrhoea  and  bowel  complaints  of  children. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams* 


Erechthites  Hieracifolius. 

{Fire    Weed,) 

Tonic,  astringent,  and  alterative.  Has  reputation  in  diseases  of 
the  mucous  tissues  of  the  lungs,  stomach,  and  bowels,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  cholera  and  dysentery,  and  in  the  summer  complaints  of 
-children.  In  large  doses  it  acts  as  an  acrid  emetic-cathartic.  It 
seems  to  possess  analogous  properties  with  erigerouj  turpentine^ 
4ind  copaiba.  It  acts  as  a  powerful  irritant  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  digestive  and  urinary  organs,  and  in  the  same  manner 
upon  the  blood  vessels.  A  spiritous  extract  has  been  highly  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Wyeth,  in  the  treatment  of  cholera  ana  dysentery ; 
in  the  latter  disease,  promptly  arresting  the  muco-gangrenous  dis- 
charges, relieving  pain,  and  effecting  a  speedy  cure.  It  has  long 
had  a  popular  conndence  as  almost  a  specific  for  all  active  hemor- 
rhages. It  has  also  been  found  useful  in  spasms  of  stomach  and 
bowels,  hysteria,  and  diarrhoea  of  pregnant  females. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract ' Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 


Euomymns  Atropurpnreiis, 

{Wahoo.) 

This  plant  is  spoken  of  as  possessing  tonic,  hy  dragogue,  diuretic 
iind  anti-periodic  virtues.  Dr.  Twyman,  of  Missouri,  says  he  has 
found  the  effects  of  this  drug  resemble  those  of  rhubarb,  rather 
than  of  a  hydragogue,  and  recommends  its  use  as  an  alterative  in 
hepatic  derangements..    It  has  been  employed  with  very  favorable 
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results  in  dropsy,  in  whicli  complaint  the  fluid  extract  forms  a 
convenient  preparation.  The  mildness  and  different  properties  of 
this  plant  indicate  its  use  in  several  functional  disturbances.  See 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  2.  » 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


Eupatorium  Perfoliatiim. 

(Boneset) 

A  warm  infusion,  prepared  from  the  fluid  extract  of  this  plant, 
is  emetic,  sudorific,  and  diaphoretic ;  the  cold  infusion  is  a  tome  and 
febrifuge.  It  has  been  repeatedly  prescribed  with  advantage  in 
rheumatism,  typhoid  pneumonia,  catarrhs,  dropsy,  and  many 
forms  of  fever.  This  plant  is  extensively  employed  by  the  ne- 
groes on  the  Southern  plantations  as  a  tonic  and  diaphoretic  in 
colds  and  fevers,  and  in  the  typhoid  pneumonia  so  prevalent 
among  them.  Says  Porcheb:  "In  a  few  cases  which  have 
come  under  my  observation,  we  have  found  this  and  the  polygala 
senega  convenient  and  usefiil  prescriptions  in  this  disease :  the  lat- 
ter, with  tartar  emetic  solution,  to  promote  expectoration ;  and 
the  former,  with  flaxseed  tea,  as  a  stimulant  diaphoretic ;  com- 
bining them  with  spirits  of  turpentine,  when  it  has  assumed  a 
typhoid  fonn."  From  its  action  on  the  capillaries,  it  has  been  re- 
commended in  chronic  cutaneous  diseases. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to    2  drams. 

Solid      " "     6  to  20  grains, 

Eupatorin »*     1  to    2         " 

Pills,  2  grains **     2  to    6. 


Pnrpiirenni. 

{Queen  of  the  Meadow.) 

The  root  is  bitter,  astringent,  stimulant,  and  powerfully  diuretio. 
Useful  in  all  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs,  dropsy,  rheumatism, 
gout,  and  female  weaknesses  and  obstructions.  It  is  thought  by^ 
some  to  be  a  solvent  of  the  stone,  and  esteemed  an  unfailing  rem- 
edy in  gravelly  complaints. 

Dr.  ScuDDER  writes:  "  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  this  agent 
exerts  a  specific  influence  upon  the  kidneys,  increasing  the  quan- 
tity of  urine  secreted,  and,  to  some  degree,  the  amount  of  solids- 
excreted  in  it.  It  has  been  employed  in  atonic  dropsies,  chronie 
nephritis,  catarrhus  vesicaB  attended  with  ulceration;  chronic  irri- 


JOURNAL  or  MATERIA  MEDICA,  41 

tation  of  the  bladder  attended  with  increased  mucous  secretion. 
It  has  also  been  successfully  employed  in  haematuria,  elect,  leu- 
corrhcea  and  other  fonns  of  female  weakness,  and  in  rhenmatism 
apd  gout  It  is  a  popular  remedy  in  gravel,  and  said  by  some  to 
possess  solvent  powers ;  although  we  can  not  award  it  any  ^positive 
powers  of  that  kind,  yet,  as  it  increases  the  amount  of  water  ex- 
creted, which  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  solvent  for  stone,  and 
always  allays  irritation  of  the  bladder,  we  must  consider  it  at  least 
the  equal  of  uva  ursi  and  chimaphila  We  have  used  the 
eupurpurin^  and  consider  it  among  our  most  efficient  curative 
agents  in  diseases  of  the  kidneys,  bladder  and  urethra.  In  one 
case  of  marked  albuminuria^  when  other  agents  had  failed  to  pro- 
duce any  relief,  the  continued  use  of  this  remedy  for  two  weeks 
entirely  relieved  the  patienc.  In  two  cases  of  diabetes  insipidus^ 
its  use  was  attended  with  the  same  results.  We  have  ako  em- 
ployed it  in  incontinence  ofurine^  especially  in  children,  with  good 
effects.  It  is  of  the  most  importance,  however,  in  allaying  irrita- 
tion of  the  bladder ;  in  many  cases  of  this  kind  .caused  by  dis- 
placement or  chronic  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  or  arising  during 
or  after  pregnancy,  we  have  obtained  more  benefit  from  its  use 
than  any  other  agent." 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  8  drams. 

Eupurpurin "     8  to  4  grains. 


'  G-alium  Aparine. 

{Cleavers.) 

A  valuable  refrigerant  and  diuretic,  possessing  aperient  and 
anti-scorbutic  properties.  Has  been  used  in  dropsy,  congestion  of 
spleen  and  scrofula  It  will  be  found  very  beneficial  in  many 
diseases  of  the  urinary  organs,  suppression  of  urine,  gravel,  calcu- 
lus, nephritis,  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  and  burning  pain  ac- 
companying micturition  in  gonorrhea. 

Contra-iTxdications. — Diseases  of  a  passive  character  on  account 
of  its  refrigerant  and  sedative  effects  on  the  system,  but  may  be 
used  in  fevers  and  all  acute  diseases. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams 


O-aultheria  Procumbens. 

(  Wmtergreen.) 
Wintergreen  is  aromatic,  stimulant,  and  astringent    It  has  been 
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employed  with  benefit  in  chronic  mucous  discharges,  in  dysen- 
tery, amenorrhea,  and  other  fluxes,  and  with  a  view  of  increasing 
lactation.  The  chief  use  is  to  impart  an  agreeable  flavor  to  im- 
palatable  syrups  and  other  preparations.  See  Journal  of  Materia 
Medica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drains 


G-elsemiiiimi  Sempervirens. 

{Yellow  Jessamine,) 

Nervine,  anti-spasmodic,  febrifuge,  and  by  some  claimed  to  be 
narcotic.  Efficacious  in  nervous  and  bilious  headache,  colds, 
pneumonia,  hemorrhages,  leucorrhea,  chorea,  ague-cake,  and  in 
fevers.  Some  recommend  its  use  in  acute  rheumatism  and  in 
oleurisy.  In  convulsions,  its  eflSectshave  been  very  satisfactory. 
It  reduces  the  circulation  and  frequency  of  respirations,  promotes 
perspiration  and  the  secretions  generally,  and  while  it  relaxes  all 
the  muscles,  it  relieves,  by  its  action  on  the  general  system,  all 
sense  of  pain. — (Dr.  J.  A  Mayes.)  It  is  said  to  be  capable  of 
subduing,  in  from  two  to  twenty-four  hours,  and  without  the  least 
possible  injury  to  the  patient,  the  most  formidable  and  complicat- 
ed fevers  mcident  to  our  climate,  quieting  nervous  irritability 
and  excitement,  equalizing  the  circulation,  promoting  perspira- 
tion and  rectifying  the  secretions  without  nausea,  vomiting  or 
purging,  and  is  also  adapted  to  all  stages  of  disease. 

The  gelseminum  possesses  a  most  perfect  control  over  the  nery- 
ous  system,  and  is  an  unrivalled  febrifuge,  which  appears  to  de- 

J)end  upon  its  relaxing  and  spasmodic  properties.  "  Its  physio- 
ogical  effects  are  dimness  of  the  vision,  double-sightedness,  inabil- 
ity to  open  the  eyelids,  stiffness  of  the  jaws,  general  muscular  de- 
bility, and  complete  prostration.  These  soon  pass  off,  however, 
on  withholding  its  use,  leaving  the  patient  comfortable  and  re- 
freshed."— A.  M.  Nash.  "  It  will  suspend  and  hold  in  check 
muscular  irritability  and  nervous  excitement,  with  more  force  and 
power  than  any  known  remedy.  It  performs  its  wonder-working 
cures,  in  all  febrile  diseases,  without  exciting  either  nausea,  vom- 
iting, or  purging.  When  enough  has  been  given  to  produce  its 
specific  effect,  the  eye  is  dimmed,  the  vision  clouded  and  doubled, 
the  head  light  and  dizzy.  There  is  danger  of  carrying  it  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  suspend  involuntary  muscular  action,  and  when 
this  is  the  case,  death  must  ensue." — F.  D.  Hill.  "  It  may  be 
used  in  all  species  of  fevers,  nervous  and  bilious  headache, 
colds,  pneumonia,  ague-cake,  asthma,  chronic  rheumatism,  and 
many  other  diseases,  though  it  is  in  fevers,  especially,  in  which  its 
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efficacy  has  been  mostly  observed."  Dr.  Miller  writes:  *'I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  gelseminum  will  cut  short  typhoid  fever, 
when  given  early  in  the  disease,  and  even  when  of  ten  days^ 
standing."  Dr.  McGill  writes:  "In  typhoid  pneumonia  I  alter- 
nate the  gelseminum  with  quinine  and  capsicum^  and  have  nev- 
er known  it  to  fail  in  aflfording  permanent  relief."  The  active 
principle,  geheminin^  satisfies  all  the  indications  of  the  plant,  and 
IS  especially  adapted  to  be  used  as  an  adjuvant  to  other  medicines, 
or  with  them  in  combination.  It  is  a  remedy  that  should  be 
given  with  care. 

For  a  full  statement  of  its  physiological  and  medicinal  properties, 
with  cases  in  practice  where  it  has  been  used,  see  Journal  of  Ma- 
teria Medica,  for  1858, 1860,  and  1866. 

Antidotes, — ^When  an  over-dose  has  been  taken,  the  proper  anti- 
dotes are  brandy,  quinine,  or  arom.  spts.  of  ammonia,  and  when 
indicated,  tinct  opii. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  8  to  20  drops. 

Gelseminin -, "     J  to  2  grains. 


Q-exitiana  Lutea. 

(Oentianj) 

Gentian  possesses,  in  a  high  degree,  the  tonic  powers  wliich  car- 
acterize  the  simple  bitters.  It  excites  the  appetite,  invigorates  di- 
gestion, moderately  increases  the  temperature  of  the  bodv  and  the 
force  of  the  circulation,  and  operates,  in  fact,  as  a  general  corrobo- 
rant It  acts  without  causing  any  astringency ;  indeed,  is  occa- 
sionally laxativa  It  may  be  used  in  all  cases  of  pure  debility  of 
the  digestive  organs,  or  where  a  general  tonic  impression  is  re- 
quired. Dyspepsia,  gout,  amenorrhoea,  hysteria,  scrofula,  inter- 
mittent fevers,  diarrhea,  worms,  are  among  the  many  affections 
in  which  it  proves  useful ;  but  it  is  the  condition  of  the  stomach 
and  the  system  generally,  not  the  name  of  the  disease,  which  must 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  prescribing  it 

G-entian  Compound. 

This  preparation  is  composed  of  gentian,  orange  peel,  cloves, 
canella  and  red  saunders.  An  agreeable  tonic,  pleasant  to  the 
taste,  seldom  proving  obnoxious  to  the  stomach.  The  medicinal 
virtues  of  the  several  ingredients  of  this  compound  are  too  well 
known  to  need  any  lengthy  notice.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
vol.  2. 

Contra-indications. — Febrile  disorders.  Inflammatory  conditions 
of  the  gastro-intestinal  membrane. 
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PREPABATIOKS. 

Fhiid  Extract  of  Gentian Dose,  ^  to    1  dram.       • 

"         "  "  Compound '*    i  to    1      " 

Solid        "         "  "    3  to  15    grains. 

Pills,       "  *'  2  grains "    2  to    6. 

"    of  Gentian  Compound,  4  grs "    1  to    6. 

G-eraniiim  Maculatum. 

{Oranesbill.) 

Astringent  and  tonic.  As  an  astringent  it  contains  considera- 
bly more  tannin  than  kino,  and  may  be  employed  in  all  cases 
where  astringents  are  indicated.  It  is  asupenor  agent  in  the  first 
stages  of  dysentery,  diarrhea,  and  cholera  morbus.  It  is  effica- 
cious in  the  treatment  of  hemorrhages,  hematuria,  menorrhagia, 
leucorrhea,  gleet,  diabetes,  &c.  The  tincture  is  an  excellent  local 
application  in  sore  throat  and  ulceration  of  the  mouth.  In  colliq- 
uative diarrhea  it  answers  an  excellent  purpose,  either  alone  or  in 
combination  with  quinine.  It  may  be  applied  to  ulcers  external- 
ly, and  in  combination  with  alum  and  gum  arable,  it  is  a  good  ap- 
plication to  bleeding  wounds  and  in  epistaxis.  Good  as  a  wash 
and  gargle  in  relaxation  of  the  uvula,  and  affections  of  the  mouth 
and  throat,  as  well  as  an  injection  in  leucorrhea  and  gleet.  The 
absence  of  unpleasant  taste,  and  of  all  other  offensive  qualities, 
renders  it  peculiarly  serviceable  in  the  cases  of  infants,  and  of  per- 
sons of  delicate  stomachs.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  1859. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  -J  to    1  dram. 

Solid      "        "     3  to  15  grains. 

Geraniin    "     1  to    5       " 

Pills  of  Geraniin,  1  grain **     1  to    5. 

"     Extract  Geranium,  2  grains **     2  to    6. 


O-eum  Rivale. 

{Aven^s  Boot) 

Tonic  and  astringent.  There  is  a  great  variety  of  diseases 
which  are  beneficially  treated  by  this  agent.  The  success  which 
so  uniformly  attends  its  use,  places  its  rank  high  in  therapeutics. 
Among  the  functional  and  organic  derangements  in  which  its  em- 
ployment is  indicated,  are  passive  and  chronic  hemorrhages,  chron- 
ic diarrhea  and  dysentery,  dyspepsia,  leucorrhea,  congestion  of  the 
abdominal  viscera,  intermittents,  &c.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Med- 
ica, vol.  1. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose.  -J-  to  1  dram. 
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Q-illenia  Trifoliata. 

{Indian  Physic.) 

Emetic,  cathartic,  sudorific,  and  expectorant.  In  small  doses  it 
is  tonic  and  deobstruent,  resembles  ipecac  in  its  mode  of  action. 
This  agent  has  been  used  with  considerable  success  in  amenorrhea, 
rheumatism,  dropsy,  habitual  costiveness,  dyspepsia,  worms  and 
in  intermittents.  In  all  cases  where  the  object  is  to  produce  eme- 
sis,  it  is  recommended  as  a  safe  and  efficacious  medicine.  In 
large  and  oft  repeated  doses,  it  may  cause  hyperemesis  and  hy- 

Sercatharsis.      Particularly  spoken  of  as  a  tonic  in  torpid  con- 
itions  of  the  stomach. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid.  Extract Dose,  4  to  12  drops. 


GUycyrrhiza  Glabra. 

(Liquorice.) 

Liquorice  is  an  agreeable  demulcent  and  expectorant  The 
extract  is  widely  employed  as  a  corrigent  in  the  preparation  of 
many  unpalatable  medicines.  It  is  a  palatable,  pleasant,  as  well 
as  a  remedial  drug,  in  catarrhal  affections  of  the  throat,  coughs, 
hoarseness,  pulmonary  and  hectic  cases  attended  with  thirst  In 
bronchial  affections  it  is  particularly  recommended  as  useful. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract ! Dose,  1  to  4  drams. 


a-ossypium  Herbaceum. 

{Cotton  Boot) 

The  emmenagogue  property  is  its  characteristic,  acting  with  as 
much  efficiency  and  more  saiety  than  ergot;  operating  wahoat 
pain  or  gastric  disturbance ;  producing  no  other  effect  th;in  the 
excitation  of  the  menstrual  secretion,  excepting,  perhaps,  some  de- 
gree of  anodyne  influence. 

Mr.  Shaw,  of  Tennessee,  writing  to  the  Nashville  Journal^  says: 
"  I  consider  this  root  one  of  the  very  best  emmenagogue.^  of  the 
materia  medica,  and  I  think  it  should  be  so  classed.  It  pro^lufes 
the  most  salutary  effect  in  dysmenorrhea;  it  acts  as  an  anodyne 
in  allaying  the  pain,  and  as  an  emmenagogue  in  aiding  or  augment- 
ing menstruation ;.  its  action  is  verynpeedy;  after  its  extiibirion 
in  this  case,  it  produces  an  effect  which,  indeed,  appears  almost 
natural,  that  is,  almost  without  pain  ;  the  patient,  after  iis  exhib- 
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ition,  feels  but  little  inconvenience  from  pain,  which  soon  sub- 
sides, and  menstruation  is  immediately  augmented,  without  accele- 
ration of  the  pulse  or  gastric  uneasiness.     There  are  few  other  em- 
^  menagogues  tnat  can  claim  this  feature. 

^^As  a  parturient  agent,  I  think  it  superior  to  ergot  in  one  sense 
of  the  word,  and  in  another,  about  its  equal — ^its  action  being  about 
as  prompt  as  that  of  ergot,  and  attended  with  much  less  danger. 
It  causes  neither  gastric  distress,  nor  acceleration  of  the  pulse ;  if 
it  does,  it  is  not  perceptible ;  both  of  which  are  occasioned  by  er- 
got to  some  extent 

"  I  have  witnessed  its  action  in  retained  placenta  with  good  ef- 
fect, which  was  an  expulsion  of  the  mass  in  about  twenty  minutes 
after  the  exhibition  of  the  first  dose.  It  may  be  proper  to  say, 
that  I  gave  two  doses  before  the  placenta  was  thrown  off  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  safer  as  a  parturient  agent  or  an  emmenagogue,  or  at 
least  as  safe,  as  any  other  article  of  the  materia  medica.'' 

Dr.  BoNCHELLE  regarded  it  as  an  excellent  emmenagogue,  and 
not  inferior  to  ergot  in  promoting  uterine  contraction.  He  stated 
that  it  was  habitually  and  effectually  resorted  to  by  the  slaves  of 
the  South  for  producing  abortion,  and  this  too,  without  seriously 
affectmg  the  general  health. 

**  lincture  of  the  cotton  root  as  a  tonic. — There  is  a  condition  of 
the  system,  in  which  this  tincture  acts  as  a  valuable  restorative^ 
These  cases  are  of  a  leuco-phlegmatic  temperament  ot  both  sexes, 
but  it  is  to  the  female  sex  that  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
reader.  Where  there  is  general  bad  health,  accompanied  with 
tardy  menstruation,  I  have  used  it  with  the  happiest  effect;  in  a 
few  cases  of  emansio  mensium,  caused  by  anaemia,  where  the  pa- 
tient was  troubled  with  pains  in  the  loins  and  giddiness  of  the 
head,  with  a  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs,  such  as  anorex- 
ia, accompanied  with  an  uneasy  depressed  feeling  at  the  scrobic- 
ulus  cordis,  ev^ry  month,  which  was  promptly  relieved  by  ,the 
tincture,  but  not  with  the  effect  of  producing  the  menstrual  flux, 
which  was  afterwards  produced  by  the  decoction,  I  find  it  neces- 
sary to  continue  the  tincture  from  two  to  four  weeks." 

The  danger  in  administering  ergot  prevents  its  use,  even  when 
its  specific  effects  seem,  to  be  called  for.  If  these  specific  effects 
can  be  obtained  by  the  use  of  the  cotton  root,  and  this  too,  with- 
out liability  of  injury  to  the  general  system — and  these  have  been 
attributed  to  it — ^the  profession  would  do  well  to  give  it  a  thorough 
and  extensive  trial.    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  8  and  6- 

PREPARATIOK. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  2  to  4  drams 
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HdBinatoxylon  Campechianimi. 

{Logwood,) 

Tonic  and  astringent,  without  any  irritating  properties.  It  does 
not  constipate  nor  so  readily  disorder  the  digestive  organs  as  many 
other  astringents,  hence  its  use  may  be  continued  for  a  longer 
period.  It  may  be  employed  as  an  astringent  to  control  diarrhea 
and  other  fluxes,  hemorrhages  and  excjessive  night  sweats.  The 
mildness  of  this  drug  gives  it  a  preference  over  many  others  in 
the  treatment  of  the  diarrheas  of  children. 

When  the  constitution  is  broken  down  by  disease,  dissipation  or 
the  excessive  use  of  mercury,  the  extract  of  logwood,  used  freely 
in  coimection  with  other  treatment,  will  be  found  highly  bene- 
ficial.. In  chronic  diarrheas  and  dysenteries,  it  not  only  gives  tone 
to  the  digestive  organs,  but  to  the  system  generally.  Dr.  Percival 
employea  it  to  restrain  profuse  sweating  in  phthisis.  Dr.  Churchill 
speaks  favorably  of  logwood  both  as  an  internal  and  local  appli- 
cation in  the  treatment  of  leucorrhea,  mentioning  many  cases  of 
improvement  and  recovery.  In  cancer  and  gangrene  an  ointment 
of  the  extract  (Ext  Hsem.,  Adipis  aa  5  ss),  proves  serviceable. 

Incompatibles. — Mineral  acids,  alum,  sulphates  of  iron  and  cop- 
per, tartar  emetic,  acetate  of  lead, 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose  ^  to    1  draio. 

Solid       "         "    6  to  80  grains. 

Pills,       "       2  grains    "     2  to    6. 

-"  'Hamamelis  Vir^inica. 

{Witch  Hazel) 

Tonic,  astringent,  i  sedative  and  discutient  Witch  hazel  is  used 
in  hemoptysis,  hematemesis,  and  other  hemorrhages,  as  well  as  in 
dysentery,  diarrhea  and  excessive  mucous  discharges.  In  incipi- 
ent phthisis  it  exercises  a  palliative  and  beneficial  influence.  It 
is  said  to  be  very  efficient,  in  the  form  of  a  wash,  in  external  in- 
flammations, painful  tumors,  hemorrhoidal  affections,  and  ophthal- 
mias.    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

■    <  ■ 

HelianthemiLxn  Canadense. 

{Frostwork) 
Astringent,  aromatic  bitter  tonic,  and  highly  anti-scrofulous. 
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The  latter  property  has  chiefly  given  it  a  remedial  value  and  rep- 
utation. Dr.  Ives  of  New  Haven,  Ct,  recommends  it  to  the  pro- 
fession as  eminently  serviceable  in  the  treatment  of  scrofula.  -The 
late  Dr.  Parish,  Philadelphia,  has  employed  it,  internally,  .with 
good  success  in  scrofulous  affections  of  the  eyes.  Dr.  Tyler,  of 
New  Haven,  Ct,  published  a  pamphlet,  in  which  he  states,  he 
found  it  very  reliable  in  scrofula,  diarrhea,  and  secondary  syph- 
ilis,  as  a  gargle  in  scarlatina,  and  a  wash  in  prurigo. 

It  may  be  used  in  form  of  syrup,  decoction  or  fluid  extract 
The  latter  preparation  is  pronounced  the  best 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drains. 

Helleborus  Niger. 

{Black  Hellebore.) 

Black  hellebore  is  a  drastic  hydragogue,  possessed  of  emmena- 
gogue  powers,  which  by  some  are  ascribed  to  a  specific  tendency 
to  the  uterus,  by  others  are  supposed  to  depend  solely  on  the  pur- 
gative property.  In  over-doses  it  produces  inflammation  of  the 
gastric  and  intestinal  mucous  membranes,  with  violent  vomiting, 
hypercatharsis,  vertigo,  cramp,  and  convulsions,  which  sometimes 
end.  in  death.  In  medicinal  doses  it  is  a  drastic  cathartic,  diuretic, 
anthelmintic,  and  emmenagogue.  This  medicine  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  the  ancients,  who  employed  it  in  mania,  melancholy, 
amenorrhea,  dropsy,  epilepsy,  various  cutaneous  affections,  and 
verminous  diseases.  It  is  at  present  highly  esteemed  by  some 
practitioners  as  an  emmenagogue.  Dr.  Mead  considered  it  supe- 
rior to  all  other  medicines  belonging  to  this  class. 

PREPARATIOKS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  10  to  20  drops. 

Solid       " "      1  to    5  grains. 

Pills,  1  grain, "      1  to    5. 

Helonias  Dioica. 

{Umcom.) 

Tonic,  diuretic  and  vermifuge.  It  is  beneficial  in  dyspepsia, 
loss  of  appetite  and  colic.  It  exercises  a  marked  curative  influ- 
ence on  diseases  of  the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  leucorrhea, 
amenorrhea,  dysmenorrhea,  and  predisposition  to  miscarriage. 
Prof.  Ives  recommends  it  as  efficient  in  checking  nausea  and 
vomiting.  Ecbolic  properties  have  also  been  ascribed  to  this  medi- 
cine. 
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Dr.  Braman  considers  it  p^^rticulairly  applicable  to  such  dii- 
orders  as  haye  their  origin  in  atony  of  the  generative  organs  Cff 
the  sexes,  particularly  the  female.  He  praises  its  efficacy  as  fol- 
lows:-  "  Indeucoiihea  I  consid^  it  invaluable.  I  use  it  with  a 
confidence  I  attach  to  no  other  medicina  0nder  its  influenpe,  the 
patient,  whose  life  has  been  almost  a  burden,  revives,  her  uncom- 
fortable sensations  vanish,  and  ultimately  an  entire  recovery  of 
health  and  streugth  is  established.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
voL  2. 

FaEPARATIOK. 

Fluid  Extract, • Dose,  I  to  2  drams. 


Hepatica  Americana. 

(LiverworL) 

Liverwort  is  a  very  mild  demulcent  tonic,  and  astringent  Sup- 
posed by  some  to  possess  diuretic  and  deobstruent  virtues.  It  h^s 
oeen  employed  with  success  in  lactic,  hepatic  and  pulmonary  com- 
plaints ;  and  attracted  considerable  attention  as  a  remedy  in  hemop- 
tysis, and  deep  seated  coughs.  This  drag  may  be  administered 
with  advantage  in  the  incipient  or  convalescent  stages  of  diarrhea 
and  dysentery. 

PREPARATION; 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  2  to  3  drams. 


HumTilus  Lupulus, 

{Hops.) 

Tonic,  hypnotic,  febrifage,  antilithic,  and  anthelmintic. 

It  has  a  tendency  to  produce  sleep  and  relieve  pain,  and  may  be 
used  when  opiates  are  inadmissibla  It  has  been  highly  recom- 
mended in  diseases  of  general  or  local  debility,  associated  with 
morbid  vigilance,  or  other  nervous  derangement  The  complaints 
in  which  it  has  been  found  most  useful  are  dyspepsia,  and  the  ner- 
vous tremors,  wakefulness  and  the  delirium  of  drunkards.  It  is 
thought  to  be  a  specific  in  removing  asthmatic  pains,  without  in- 
creasing the  secretions.  It  is  employed  to  allay  the  distressing 
symptoms  of  phthisis.  It  is  given  with  gok>d  effect  as  a  stom- 
achic, in  inappetency  and  weakness  of  the  digestive  organs.  Some- 
times it  causes  diuresis,  and  is  said  to  correct  lithic  acid  deposits. 
The /wpuZm  is  useful  in  after  pains,  to  prevent  chordee,  to  suppress 
venertil  desires,  and  to  allay  the  pain  attendant  on  gonorrheal  dis- 
ease.    It  is  used  in  delirium  tremens,  aud  watchfulness  in  connec- 
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tion  with  nervous  irritation,  anxiety,  or  exhaustion ;  it  does  not 
disorder  the  stomach  nor  cause  constipation,  as  does  opium. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Doee,  ^  to    1  dram. 

Solid         *'       *     6to20grain8. 

LupuliD, "     3  to  10      " 

Lupulin  Pills,  3  grains, *  "     2  to    3. 


Hydrangea  Aborescens. 

{Hydrangea,) 

Dr.  EoFF  says  the  leaves  of  hydrangea  areptonic,  siaJagogue, 
cathartic  and  diuretic.  f^,:'. 

This  plant  was  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  by 
Dr.  Butler,  of  Burlington,  N.  J.,  as  a  remedy  for  the  iremoval  of 
calculus,  or  gravelly  deposits  in  the  bladder.  The  effect  the  rem- 
edy seems  capable  of  producing,  is  removing,  by  its  own  specific 
action  from  the  bladder,  such  deposits  as  may  be  contained  in 
that  viscus,  provided  they  are  small  enough  to  pass  the  urethra. 
It  has  geemea  also  to  have  the  power  of  relieving  the  excruciating 
pain  attendant  on  the  passage  of  a  calculus  through  the  ureter. 
The  power  of  curing  stone  in  the  bladder  does  not  appear  to  be 
claimed  for  it ;  it  is  only  when  the  deposits  are  small,  when  in 
that  form  of  disease  known  as  gravel,  that  it  is  an  efficient  remedy; 
then  by  removing  the  nucleus,  which  if  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
organ,  would  increase  in  size  and  form  stone,  the  disease  is  averted. 
In  an  over- dose  it  produces  unpleasant  symptoms,  such  as  dizzi- 
ness of  the  head,  oppression  of  the  chest,  &c.  The  root  appears 
to  contain  a  large  amount  of  mucilage,  which  serves  as  a  valuable 
demulcent,  and  directly  alleviates  the  excruciating  pain  which  ac- 
companies the  passage  of  the  calculi  through  the  ureter,  at  the 
same  time  favoring  the  expulsive  power  of  the  bladder  to  free  it- 
self from  foreign  substances.  Dr.  Monkur,  of  Baltimore,  says : 
"  I  regard  the  hydrangea,  in  properly  selected  cases,  as  sure  in  its 
remediate  agency  as  we  may  express  of  any  otJu/r medical  substaneeJ^ 
In  the  hospital  be  directed  its  use  in  mucous  irritation  of  the  blad- 
der in  aged  people,  chronic  gleet,  and,  in  a  very  difficult  condition 
to  cure,  the  prostrate  mucous  emissions;  and  the  report  was  favor- 
able to  its  use. 

Dr.  Bates  has  treated  several  cases  of  lithiasis  with  the  hydran- 
gea, and  with  the  best  success.  In  each  case  a  number  of  calculi 
passed  from  the  patient  upon  the  use  of  this  agent. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  dr  ama. 


JOURNAL  OF  MATERIA  MEDICA.  51 

Hydrastis  Canadensis. 

{Golden  Seal,) 

Its  principal  medicinal  quality  is  a  powerful,  bitter  tonic,  high- 
ly useful  in  all  cases  of  debility  and  loss  of  appetite.  In  this  re- 
spect it  has  an  increasing  reputation  among  medical  writers.  It 
appears  to  have  a  specific  stimulating  effect  "upon  the  mucous 
membrane  beyond  what  would  follow  the  use  of  a  simple  tonic. 
As  a  tonic  it  has  been  successfully  used  in  dyspepsia,  chronic  af- 
fections of  the  mucous  coats  of  the  stomach,  erysipelas,  remittent 
and  intermittent  fevers,  typhoid  fever,  torpor  of  the  liver,  and 
general  cases  requiring  a,  tonic. 

In  chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery,  combined  with  geraniwr^^ 
it  has  given  satisfaction ;  also,  in  combination  with  geranium  as; 
a  valuable  injection  in  gleet,  chronic  gonorrhea,  and  leucorrhea : 
likewise  in  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  internal  coating  0| 
the  bladder. 

The  active  medical  properties  of  the  plant  are  due  to  a  resinoid 
principle  called  hydrastin^  and  to  an  alkaloid  principle  called  hy- 
drastina.  , 

The  two  principles  appear,  by  the  testimony  of  medical  writers, 
who  have  given  the  subject  attention,  to  possess  somewhat  differ- 
ent properties.  In  the  associated  state  the  effect  should  be  the 
same  as  is  observed  fropi  the  use  of  the  root  The  resinoid  pos; 
sesses,  to  a  larger  extent,  the  tonic  and  all  the  laxative  properties 
of  the  root,  but  does  not  seem  to  exercise  the  peculiar  curative 
power  over  the  ulcerated  mucous  surfaces,  (which  is  one  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  plant),  as  the  alkaloid.  To  the  alkaloid  ij» 
due  the  anti-periodic  properties  of  the  plant.  The  two  principles 
associated,  and  known  as  neutral^  undoubtedly  are  better  adapted 
to  the  general  purposes  for  which  the  root  would  have  been  ad- 
ministered, ana  therefore  to  the  general  wants  of  the  profession; 
but  for  those  cases  where  the  specific  effect  of  the  alkaloid  is  dc; 
sired,  it  should  be  used  alone,  and  free  from  any  modifying  effects 
other  elements  might  produce.  The  alkaloid  is  of  a  beautiful 
yeUow  color,  and  as  an  anti  periodic,  is  claimed  to  be  without  an 
equal,  excepting  sulphate  of  quinine,  and  as  having  a  much  mor^ 
extensive  range  of  application,  and  possessing  other  virtues  oi 
great  importance  in  the  tVeatment  of  fevers. 

The  resinoid  and  alkaloid  combined,  possessing  tonic  and  laxa- 
tive properties,  are  indicated  in  the  treatment  of  .habitual  costive^ 
ness,  and  are  often,  in  chronic  cases,  combined  with  lepiandrin^ 
xanOwocylin^  and  (wcfepic^m,  administered  in  pills  of  two  grains,  taken 
every  night     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  April,  1860. 
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PREPABAnONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  2  drams. 

SoUd        "       "  2to6grain8. 

Hydrastin  (resinoid), "  4^  to  5       " 

"         (rifeutral), "  2to6       " 

"  (alkaloid), , "  1  to  5      " 

Pills  of  Hydrastin,  (neutral),  1  gr., "  2  to  6. 

"      Hydrastins,  1  gr., . , ; < "  1  to  5. 


Hyoscyamus  Niger. 

{Henbane.) 

Henbane  is  a  powerful  narcotia  In  medicinal  doses  it  is  aiio* 
dyne,  hypnotic,  calmative  and  anti  spasmodic ;  allaying  pain,  sooth- 
ing excitability,  inducing  sleep  and  arresting  spasnL  It  does  not 
{)roduce  constipation  like  opium,  but  has  a  tendency  to  act  as  a 
axative.  UseKi  in  chronic  cough,  irritation  of  the  urinary  organs 
and  inflammatory  cases  attended  with  excitability;  employed  with 
advantage  in  painful  spasmodic  affections,  hysteria,  rheumatism 
and  gout ;  also,  combined  with  colocynth,  in  painters'  colic  and 
tnania ;  it  is  also  used  externally  to  allay  the  irritation  of  very 
sensitive  parts,  and  the  infusion  propped  into  the  eye,  dilat^s  the 
.  pupil  like  belladonna.  It  is  employed  as  an  anodyne,  soporific, 
anti  spasmodic,  and  sedative,  in  cases  where  opium  would  disagree ; 
it  is  also  used  in  fomentations,  as  a  topical  sedative  and  anodyne. 
Neuralgic  and  spasmodic  affections,  rheumatism,  gout,  hysteria, 
and  various  pectoral  diseases,  as  catarrh,  pertussis,  asthma,  phthi- 
.  sis,  &c.,  are  among  those  in  which  it  is  most  frequently  prescribed 
It  is  much  used  m  connection  with  griping  cathartics,  the  disa- 
greeable effects  of  which  it  is  thought  to  counteract 

Dr.  Hall  highly  lauds  this  plant  in  the  treatment  of  delirium 
and  irritable  condition  of  the  nervous  system  dependent  on  the 
loss  of  blood.  Dr.  King  remarks :  "  It  is  feeble  as  an  anodyne, 
feebler  as  a  soporific;  but  not  poppy  nor  mandagora  soothe 
so  unexceptionably  as  henbane.*'  In  over-doses  henbane  is  dan- 
gerously poisonous.  It  pnwert'ully  affects  th«  brain,  produi^ing 
disordered  vision,  loss  of  speech,  conviilsions,  arterial  prostra- 
tion, paralysis,  distress  in  th*-  b<»wlrt,  and  other  hippo*  ratitjal 
symptoms,  which  often  prove  fatal.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medi- 
ca,  vol  1  and  4. 

Antidotes. — Emetics,  stomach-pump,  stimulant**,  galvanism,  and 
acids  are  the  principal  reraedi*  s  to  e.Munteract  its  poisonous  effecta 

Incompntibles. — Acetate  of  lead,  nitrate  of  silver,  sulphate  ot 
iron,  tannin,  and  the  vegetable  astringents. 
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PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract .Dose,  10  to  20  drops. 

Solid       " "       i   to  1  gr»'n. 

Hyoscyamin "       i  to  ^      " 

Pills  of  Extract  Hyoscyamus,  i  grain "       2    to  4. 

"  **  i    **     "        1    to  2. 

*'  "  1     »*     "        1     to  2. 

Hypericum  Perforatum. 

{JoknsworL) 

Astringent,  sedative  and  diuretic.  Among  the  complaints  for 
which  it  ma^  be  used  are  suppression  of  urine,  chronic  urinary 
affections,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  worms,  jaundice,  menorrhagia,  hys- 
teria, nervous  derangements,  hemoptysis,  and  other  hemorrhages. 
It  may  be  employed  with  advantage,  externally,  to  dispel  hard 
tumors,  caked  breasts,  ecchymosis,  etc. 

Its  medicinal  agency  was  held  in  high  repute,  especially  among 
the  ancients ;  though,  perhaps,  chiefly  regarded  as  a  remedy  in 
wounds  and  bruises,  for  which  it  was  employed,  both  externally 
and  internally.      See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  -^  to  1  dram. 

Inula  Helenium. 

{Elecampane.) 

Aromatic  stimulant  and  tonic.  It  has  also  diuretic,  diaphoretic, 
emmenagogue  and  expectorant  properties.  Fonnerly  it  was  em- 
ployed in  complaints  peculiar  to  females,  and  is  now  used  con- 
siderably in  amenorrhea. 

The  chief  use  of  elecampane  is  in  pulmonary  affections,  hepat- 
ic derangements,  atonic  state  of  the  digestive  organs,  dyspepsia, 
and  general  debility.  Its  deobstruent  properties  have  been  widely 
recognized  in  its  administration  in  chronic  engorgement  of  the  ab- 
dominal viscera,  and  dropsy,  which  so  often  follows. 

Highly  recommended,  both  as  an  external  and  internal  applica- 
tion in  tetter,  psora,  and  other  diseases  of  the  skin. 

.   PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

IpomcBa  Jalapa. 

{Jalap.) 
Cathartic.     Jalap  holds  a  place  as  a  purgative  between  gamloge 
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and  senna,  and  resembles  scammony  in  its  actions.  The  tendency 
of  jalap  to  gripe  and  nauseate  maybe  obviated  by  combining  with 
the  dose  a  grain  or  two  of  camphor,  or  three  grains  of  cloves. 
Camphor  is  said  not  only  to  lessen  the  griping  tendency,  but  also 
to  augment  its  purgative  operation.  It  is  well  adapted  to  relieve 
certain  forms  of  constipation.  In  constipation  depending  upon 
atony  of  the  intestines,  jalap,  in  combination  with  a  carminative 
or  calomel  may  be  given  with  advantage. 

Many  cases  are  on  record  to  attest  the  virtues  of  jalap  as  a 
vermifuge  for  tape-worms,  as  well  as  lumbrici.  As  early  as  1788 
Block  made  use  of  this,  in  conjunction  with  other  medicines,  as  a 
vermifuge.  Bremser  says  that  jalap  is  indisputably  one  of  the 
most  powerful  and  efficient  purgatives,  and  one,  which,  perhaps, 
beyond  all  others,  has  the  most  decided  anthelmintic  property. 

It  is  not  equalled  by  any  medicine  of  its  class  in  the  power  oi 
eradicating  dropsical  effusions,  and  of  curing  those  independent  of 
organic  lesion.  Combined  with  hi-tartrate  of  potassa  it  forms  a 
safe  and  certain  hydragogue  cathartic. 

In  diseases  of  the  brain,  jalap  is  recommended  on  the  principle 
of  contra-irritation,  to  relieve  the  congestion.  As  a  vermifuge,  it 
is  particularly  well  adapted  for  children.  But  for  whatever  indi- 
cation it  may  be  prescribed,  more  satisfactory  results  follow  its  ad- 
ministration, when  it  is  combined  with  calomel  See  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica,  voL  2. 

Contra-indications, — Inflammation  of  the  alinaentary  canal  and 
pelvic  organs.  During  pregnancy  and  the  catamenial  periods. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Solid       '•      : "     3  to  8  grains. 

Jalapin "     1  to  2       " 

Iris  Plorentina. 

(Orris.) 

Possesses  cathartic  and  diuretic  properties,  and  in  large  doses 
acts  as  an  emetic. 

The  earlier  writers  favor  Orris  in  the  treatment  of  constipation, 
and  atony  of  the  digestive  organs ;  in  dropsical  affections,  and  in 
purulent  discharges  from  the  urethral  mucous  membrane.  It  is 
pleasant  to  the  taste,  and  forms  an  unobjectionable  medicine.  The 
root  has  been  used  to  conceal  obnoxious  breath,  and  enters  into  the 
composition  of  many  tooth  powdera.  Chiefly  employed  now  in  com 
pounds,  on  account  of  the  pleasant  odor  it  imparts. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Te  be  used  at  discretion. 
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Iris  Versicolor. 

{Blue  Flag.) 

Blue  fia^  is  cathartic,  alterative,  siala^ogue,  anthelmintic,  and 
diuretic.  Useful  in  dropsy,  anasarca,  hydrothorax,  in  chronic  he- 
patic, renal  and  splenic  aJEections.  In  scrofula  and  syphilis,  whether 
primary  or  secondary,  it  acts  as  a  powerful  and  efficacious  agent, 
and  may  be  used  alone,  or  combined  with  mandrake^  poke,  black 
•cohosh,  and  other  alteratives.  In  chronic  rheumatism,  mercurio- 
fjyphilis,  dyspepsia,  tape- worm,  gonorrhea,  leucorrhea,  dysmenor- 
rhea, and  constipation,  it  has  been  used  with  positive  advantage, 
•either  alone,  or  in  combination  with  other  agents.  **The  root  of 
the  blue  flag  extends  its  influence  through  every  part  of  the  sys- 
tem ;  in  small  doses,  and  repeated  M  short  intervals,  it  seems  to 
act  more  particularly  on  the  glandular  system,  exciting  them  to  a 
-discharge  of  their  respective  offices ;  in  large  doses  it  evacuates 
and  exhausts  the  system,  acting  on  the  liver,  and  the  alimentary 
canal  throughout.  ^  A  combination  of  iridin,  podophyllin,  and 
scanthoxylin,  or  corydalin,  is  a  most  powerful  and  certain  remedy 
for  syphilis,  either  primary  or  secondary,  and  will  be  found  very 
•useful  in  scrofula.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  March,  1859. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  20  to  60  drops. 

SoHd       "       "       Ito  igrami. 

Iripin,  "       ^to   5     " 

Pills  of  Extract  Iris  Versicolor,  1  grain  . . . ., "        1  to   4. 

Pill8  0flrisiii,i  grain, "       Ito    6. 

Juglans  Cinerea. 

(Butternut) 

Butternut  is  one  of  the  mildest  and  most  efficient  laxatives  in 
the  materia  medica.  Stills  says  it  is  peculiarly  applicable  as  an 
Aperient  in  habitual  costiveness,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  leave  the 
bowels  in  a  confined  stata  Wood  says  it  is  highly  esteemed  ia 
dysentery.  A  strong  decoction  has  .been  much  used,  as  a  domes- 
tic remeay,  in  intermittents  and  remittents,  and  in  other  diseases 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  It  is  espe- 
<5ially  adapted  to  cases  of  habitual  constipation,  dysentery  and  bil- 
ious constitutions. 

It  operates  without  pain,  irritation  or  subsequent  debility  of  the 
alimentarv  canal,  and  ha^  somewhat  of  the  cathartic  character  of 
jrhvbarh,  out  without  inducing  constipation  after  its  action. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to   2  drams. 

Solid       "       "    5  to  20,  grains. 

Juglandin "    1  to    6      '*  , 
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Jnniperos  Conunnnis. 

{Junrper  Berries,) 

Stomachic,  carminative,  and  diuretic.  The  extract  is  found  to 
stimulate  the  appetite  and  digestion.  The  oil  is  one  of  the  most 
powerful  diuretics  in  the  materia  medica,  and,  if  long  continued, 
produces  irritation  of  the  urinary  organs,  strangury,  &c. 

The  berries  act  as  a  healthful  stimulant  in  chronic  aflRections  of 
the  bladder,  and,  particularly,  when  the  tone  of  this  organ  is  im- 
*  paired,  inducing  a  retention  of  urine.  They  are  employed  with 
advantage  in  gonorrhea,  gleet,  leucorrhea,  and  scorbutic  diseases. 
In  cases  where  colds  and  inactivity  have  weakened  the  action  of 
the  kidneys  and  the  skin,  juniper  berries  are  especially  recom- 
mended by  Ricther,  to  prevent  cutaneous  eruptions  and  abdomi- 
nal derangements.  Their  diuretic  and  healing  qualities  prove 
beneficial  in  difficulty  of  voiding  small  calculi,  and  in  purulent 
secretions  caused  by  their  presence. 

Juniper  is  praised  by  Ricther  in  scarlatinous  dropsy,  and  very 
favorably  spoken  of  by  Swieten  in  ascites  and  anasarca.  Reported 
to  be  useful  in  scurvy,  and  by  many,  employed  as  a  "purifier  of 
the  blood.'* 

Contra-indicq.tions, — Inflammatory  conditions  of  the  system.  Ir- 
ritated states  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  apparatus.  Congestion 
and  active  diseases  of  the  pelvic  viscera. 

FBEPABATIOfS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  \dram8. 

Solid      "  "    itol      '• 


Jnniperas  Sabina. 

{Savin.) 

Emmenagogue,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  anthelmintic  and  abortive. 
Sometimes  used  lor  worms,  with  pink  and  senna.  Savin  is  par- 
ticularly called  for  in  cases  for  which  uterine  stimulants  are  ap- 
propriate, but  as  it  is  perhaps  the*  most  powerful  agent  of  the  class, 
it  must  be  circumspectly  used.  Nearly  all  writers  of  enlarged  ex- 
perience concur  in  attributing  to  the  medicine  very  decided  em- 
menagogue powers.  According  to  Cullen,  savin  shows  a  more 
Eowerful  determination  to  the  uterus  than  any  other  plant  he 
ad  employed.  The  cases  of  amenorrhea  to  which  it  seems  most 
appropriate  are  ascribed  by  Vogt,  as  persons  of  a  torpid  and  re- 
laxed constitution,  and  disposed  to  mucous  accumulations  and 
blennorrhea!  discharges ;  in  other  words,  where  there  is  general  at- 
ony of  the  system  in  which  the  uterus  participates,  and  of  which 
the  capital  sign  is  leucorrhea,  occurring  exclusively  or  in  an  aggra- 
vated degree  about  the  catamenial  period;     Under  these  ciicum- 
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stances,  Pereira  declares  that  s^vin  is  the  most  certain  and  power- 
ful emmenagogue  of  the  whole  materia  medica.  Kopp  recom- 
mended savin  as  a  very  effectual  remedy  for  dysmenorrhea. 
He  usually  prescribed  it  in  conjunction  wit}i  borax^  and  when 
there  was  a  great  want  of  tone  in  the  system,  added  bark,  iron 
and  other  tonic  medicines.  He  states  also  that  it  acts  as  an  ex- 
citant of  the  venereal  propensity,  and  relieves  menorrhagia  de- 
pending upon  chronic  passive  congestion  continuing  after  delivery . 
M.  Aran  says,  strange  as  it  may  .appear,  this  powerful  emmena- 
gogue has  the  property  of  suspending  uterine  hemorrhages.  Sav- 
in has  also  been  used  successfully  for  the  relief  of  atonic  gout 
and  rheumatism  of  long  standing,  and  occurring  in  persons  of  a 
cold  phlegmatic  temperament.  Friction  of  the  ^ected  joints  with 
oil  of  savin,  or  with  an  infusion  of  the  tops  of  the  plant,  or  with 
savin  ointment,  or  fluid  extract,  may  be  employed. 

Dr.  Chapman  strongly  recommended  it  in  chronic  rheumatism ; 
and  it  is  employed  in  Germany,  both  internally  and  externally,  in 
chronic  gout.  In  over-doses  it  is  capable  of  producing  dangerous 
gastro-intestinal  inflammation,  and  should  there/ore  be  used  with  cau- 
tion. In  no  case  should  it  be  employed  when  much  general  or  local  ex- 
citement exists.  In  pregnancy  it  should  always  be  given  with  much 
caution  ;  though  it  has  recently  been  recommended  as  an  effective  • 
remedy  in  certain  forms  of  menorrhagia,  and  is  asserted  to  prove 
occasionally  useful  in  preventing  threatened  abortion. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  10  to  30  drops. 

Solid        *''      "        Ito    5  grains. 

Pills,  1  grain, ♦'        Ito    5. 


Krameria  Triandra. 

{Rhatany,) 

Powerful  astringent,  combined  with  tonic  properties.  Employed 
internally  with  advantage  in  menorrhagia,  hematemesis,  passive 
hemorrhages,  chronic  diarrhea,  leucorrhea,  chronic  mucous  dis- 
charges, colliquative  perspiration,  and  incontinence  of  urine.  It 
may  be  employed  with  success  as  a  styptic  in  epistaxis,  hemor- 
rhage from  the  cavity  of  an  extracted  looth,  or  the  surface  of  a 
wound,  and  as  a  local  application  to  prolapsus  9,ni,  fissure  of  the 
anus  and  leucorrhea.  As  an  application  to  spongy  and  bleeding 
gums,  the  following  recipe  will  be  found  unsurpassed :  Take  of 
prepared  chalk  and  powdered  cinchona  equal  parts,  combine  them 
with  equal  parts  of  the  fluid  extract  of  rhatany  and  tincture  of 
myrrh  in  quantity  sufficient  to  form  a  paste.  Use  daily  with  a 
brush.     Its  styptic  influence  has  arrested  the  flow  of  blood  in  he- 
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moptysis,  hematuria,  dysentery,  uterine  flooding,  &c.  In  soften- 
ing of  the  tissues  of  the  heart,  in  the  dilations  of  the  ventricles  of 
that  visQus,  this  agent  is  said  to  be  employed  with  confidence. 
Wherever  it  is  desired  tp  effect  the  contraction  of  the  tissues  of 
an  organ,  to  arouse  or  increase  the  tone,  the  vigor  of  the  tissues, 
to  combat  atony  or  relaxation  of  any  surface  or  organic  appara- 
tus, the  use  of  rhatany  can  be  resorted  to  with  confidence.  As 
an  application  to  burns,  ulcers,  and  blisters  on  the  skin,  this  agent 
effects  a  decrease  of  pain  with  a  marvelous  rapidity.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  July,  1866. 

Incompatibles, — Mineral  acids,  lime-water,  solutions  of  the  salts 
of  iron,  of  the  acetate  of  lead  and  iodine ;  solutions  containing 
gelatin. 

Contra-indications, — Inflammatory  states  of  the  alimentary  tube. 
Obstinate  constipation. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Solid,       **       .'. "     5  to  20  grains. 

Pills  2     grain......... '. **      1  to    5. 

Lactuca  Sativa. 

'  '  {Lettuce,) 

Calmative,  hypnotic,  and  diaphoretic.  It  may  be  given  as  a 
substitute  for  opium  in  checking  diarrheas,  allaying  cough,  and 
diminishing  pain  in  rheumatism.  It  is  to  be  preferred  to  opium 
in  many  cases  on  account  of  its  freedom  from  any  unpleasant 
after-effects,  as  constipation,  excitement  of  the  brain,  &c.  Dr. 
Duncan  speaks  in  favor  of  its  influence  in  phthisis,  as  effective  in 
allaying  cough.  Dr.  Waring  relates  an  obstinate  case  of  sper- 
matorrhea, which  was  cured  in  fourteen  days  by  this  agent.  Two 
grains,  gradually  increased  to  eight,  were  admmistered  daily.  It 
has  also  been  employed,  with  good  results,  in  gout  and  insanity. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  -^  to  2  drains. 

Solid      " "     2to5grains. 

Pins,  2  grains "      1  to  3. 


Lappa  Minor.    (Arctitim  Lappa.) 

{Burdoch) 

Burdock  is  considered  aperient,  diaphoretic,  knd  sudorific,  with- 
out irritating  properties  It  has  been  recommended  in  gouty, 
scorbutic,  venereal,  rheumatic,  scrofulous,  leprous,  and  nephritic 
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aflfections.^Sir  Eobert  Walpole  praised  it  as  a  gout  medicine,  and 
others  have  considered  it  an  excellent  substitute  for  sarsaparilla. 

The  utility  of  burdock  is  especially  established  in  the  treatment 
of  diseases  of  the  skin,  though  in  some  sections  it  is  a  popular 
remedy  for^ague  and  general  debility. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to    2  dramB. 

SoUd     '* "    6  to  20  grains. 

PiU8   2grain8, "     1  to     6     " 

Laurns  Sassa&'as. 

{Sassafras.) 

A  warm  stimulant,  alterative,  diaphoretic  and  diuretic.  Sassa- 
fras is  employed  as  a  sudorific  and  alterative  in  rheumatic,  cuta- 
neous, and  venereal  diseases,  in  syphilitic  and  strumous  affections. 
It  is  rarely  used  alone,  but  in  combination  with  sarsaparilla  or 
gmacum. 

Chntra'indications.---SihemG  inflammatory  and  febrile  conditions 
of  the  system. 

PREPARAtlON. 

Fluid  Extract lto2  drams. 


Lieontice  Thalictroides.     (Oaulophyllimi  ThaL) 

{Blue  Cohosh.) 

Blue  cohosh  is  possessed  of  emmenagogue,  parturient,  and  anti- 
spasmodic properties.,  Whil^  it  is  a  valuable  agent  in  all  chronic 
utenne  diseases  appearing  to  exert  an  especial  influence  on  the 
uterus,  it  has  also  been  successfully  employed  in  rheumatism, 
dropsy,  colic,  cramps,  hiccough,  epilepsy,  hysteria,  &c.  The 
extract  of  blue  cohosh  is  preferable  to  ergot  for  expediting 
delivery,  in  all  those  cases  where  the  delay  is  owing  to .  debility, 
or  want  of  uterine  nervous  energy,  or  is  the  result  of  fatigue. 
Used  as  a  wash  for  the  apthous  sore  mouth  and  throat,  combined  | 
with  equal  parts  of  hydrastis  canadensis. 

Caulophyllin,  the  active  principle  of  the  blue  cohosh,  exerts  a 
direct  influence  on  the  uterus,  acting  according  to  the  periods  in 
which  it  is  employed,  as  an  alterative,  uterine  tonic,  and  parturient. 
A  combination  of  equal  parts  of  caulophyllin^  cimicifugin^  and 
carbonate  of  ammonia,  will  be  found  especially  valuable  in  the 
more  common  unhealthy  conditions  of  the  uterus  and  its  append- 
ages, and  in  epilepsy,  hysteria,  rheumatism,  ai^d  dropsy,  in  which 
diseases  it  has  been  recommended  as  an  anti-spasmodic.  See  Jour- 
nal of  Materia  Medica,  Sept.,  1861. 
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Incompatibles, — Salts  of  Iron ;  acetate  of  lead ;  gelatin ;  mine- 
ral acids,  &a 

•  PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  15  to  40  drops. 

SoKd        "      "      Ito   5  grains. 

OaulophyUin "      J  to   4     " 

Pills,   2  grains, "      1  to    3. 

Leonums  Cardiaca. 

{Motherwort) 

Emmenagogue,  nervine,  anti-spasmodic,  and  laxative.  It  is  even 
pronounced  by  some  as  superior  to  any  other  remedy,  in  sup- 
pressed lochia,  and  amenorrhea  from  colds.  The  extract  made'in- 
to  a  warm  infasion  should  be  used. 

.  Motherwort  is  recommended  in  nervous  complaints,  in  irritable 
habits,  deliriimi  tremens,  in  all  chronic  diseases  attended  with 
restlessness,  wakefulness,  disturbed  sleep,  spinal  irritation,  neural- 
gic pains,  and  liver  affections. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Solid  Extract Dose,  3  to  6  grains. 

puis,  2  grains. "     1  to  3. 


Leptandra  Virginica. 

{Culverts  Root!) 

This  agent  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  bilious  and  typhoid  fevers, 
causing  discharges  of  a  black,  tarry,  and  morbid  character,  with- 
out debilitating  the  tone  of  the  bowels,  or  of  the  general  system. 
It  has  been  successfully  employed  in  leprosy  and  cachectic  diseases, 
and  its  effects  in  these  instances  may  probably  be  owing  to  its  in- 
jfluence  on  the  biliary  apparatus.  As  a  laxative  and  tonic,  in 
small  doses,  it  is  valuable  in  dyspepsia,  especially  when  connected 
♦with  an  inactive  condition  of  the  liver,  and  torpid  and  debilitated 
bowels ;  likewise  in  all  functional  diseases  of  the  liver,  as  above 
remarked. 

Leptandrin,  the  resinous  principle  of  leptandra,  is  a  powerful 
cholagogue,  with  but  slight  laxative  iiifluence ;  except  given  in 
large  doses,  its  cathartic  powers  are  very  feeble.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  efficacious  and  important  among  those  peculiar  to  eclectic 

{)ractice,  being  the  only  known  medicine  that  efficiently  stimu- 
ates  and  corrects  the  hepatic  secretions,  and  functional  derange- 
ments of  the  liver,  without  debilitating  the  system  by  copioup  al- 
vine  evacuations.     It  may  be  safely  and  efficaciously  employed  in 
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me  treatment  of  diarrhea,  cholera  in&ntum,  some  forms  of  dys- 
pepsia, typhoid  fever,  and  all  diseases  connected  with  biliary  de- 
rangements. 

"  This  is  not,  strictjy  speaking,:  a  cathartic.  It  ist^perient,  al- 
terative, and  tonic.  Its  effects  on  the  liver  are  peculiar.  While 
it  acts  freely  upon  the  liver,  instead  of  purging,  it  seems  only  to 
change  the  discharges  from  the  light  and  watery  or  slimy  condition, 
to  a  darker  and  apparently  bilious  state,  rendering  them  more  and 
more  consistent  until  they  become  perfectly  natural,  without  hav- 
ing been  arrested  at  any  time  entirdy,  or  at  any  time  aggravated. 
It  at  the  same  time  seems  to  act  as  a  tonic,  restoring  the  tone  of 
the  stomach  and  increasing  the  strength  and  activity  of  digestion. 
It  is  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  dyspepsia. 

When  in  combination  with  poSyphylUn  it  forms  an  exceedingly 
valuable  and  effective  alterative  and  cholagogue.  There  is  not  a 
better  cholagogue  preparation  known  in  medicine  than  the  com- 
bination o(  podophylhn  and  leptandriiu^^  For  other  remarks  on 
this  last  combination,  see  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  March,  1858. 

PRRPARATIOmi. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  |  to  1  dram. 

Solid        ♦*      "    2to4grain8. 

Leptandrin, "    ^  to  1  grain  in  acute  cases. 

"  ,..     *'     lto2      "inchronic'" 

Pills  of  Leptandrin,  one  grain, "    1  to  2. 


Liatris 

{Button  Siiake  Boot) 

Tonic,  diaphoretic,  alterative  and  diuretic,  with  emmenagogue 
and  stimulant  properties.  Liatris,  in  the  form  of  decoction  or 
extract,  is  very  efficacious  in  gonorrhea,  gleet  and  nephritic  dis- 
eases ;  useful  in  gravel  and  dropsy.  It  forms  an  excellent  gar- 
gle in  sore  throat.  Eeputed  beneficial  in  scrofula,  dysmenor- 
rhea, amenorrhea,  after-pains,  etc.  Said-  to  be  beneficial  in 
Bright's  disease,  in  connection  with  lycopus  virginicus  and  a- 
hiris  farirwsa, 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  dram?. 

Lignsticnm  Leyisticum. 

{Lovage.) 

Stimulant  aromatic,  and  has  been  employed  as  a  carminative 
and  diaphoretic.  The  root,  stem,  leaves,  and  seeds  have  all  been 
employed  in  medicine.      The  root  and  seeds  are  the  most  es- 
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teemed.  The  extract  of  the  root  acts  upon  the  ixrinary  organs, 
increasing  the  flow  of  urine,  and  is  sometimes  efficacious  in  bring- 
ing away  gravel.  The  medical  qualities  of  lovage  have  made  the 
drug  available  in  removing  visceral  obstructions,  dispelling  flatu- 
lency, increasing  perspiration,  and  in  the  treatment  of  jaundice. 
It  is  often  added  to  purgative  preparations,  on  account  of  its  aro- 
matic carminative  properties. 

PKBPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  J  to  1  dram. 


Liriodendron  Tnlipifera. 

{White- Wood.) 

Liriodendron  is  an  aromatic,  stimulant  tonic  with  diaphoretic 
properties.  It  has  been  used  as  a  substitute  for  Peruvian  bark, 
proved  beneficial  in  intermittents,  chronic  rheumatism,  dyspepsia 
and  other  complaints,  coinplicated  with  general  atony  of  the  sys- 
tem. Combined  with  a  small  quantity  of  laudanum^  it  is  pro- 
nounced effectual  in  hysteria,  and  said  to  be  advantageously 
employed  to  abate  hectic  fevers,  night-sweats,  colliquative  diar- 
rhea of  phthisis.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose  •}-  to  1  dram. 


Lobelia  Inflata. 

{Lobelia.)  • 

Lobelia  is  emetic,  nauseant,  expectorant,  relaxant,  sedative, 
anti-spasmodic  and  diaphoretic,  also  narcotic.  When  taken  in  a 
sufSicient  dose  to  act  as  an  emetic,  there  appears  to  be  a  greater 
diminution  of  the  vital  powers  than  from  the  action  of  ipecacu- 
anha. It  probably  takes  a  shorter  time  to  produce  ernesisy  than 
the  last  named  article,  and,  as  far  as  my  observation  has  extended, 
operates  nearly  as  mildly — reaction  occurs  as  readily — ^the  pulse 
assumes  fresh  vigor — a  copious  warm  perspiration  takes  place, 
and  the  patient  feels  a  glow  over  the  surface' of  the  body.  Prof. 
Dunglison  says  it  is  an  dcro-narcotic.  "  Narcotics  are  agents  which 
first  excite  and  then  diminish  nervous  action,  and,  in  sufficient 
doses,  stupefy." 

In  regard  to  the  caution  which  should  be  observed  in  adminis- 
tering lobelia.  Dr.  Waring  remarks  as. follows:  "It  is  always  ad- 
visable to  commence  with  small  doses,  and  increase  them  as  the 
patient  is  able  to  bear  the  medicine,  discontinuing  its  use  if  it  cause 
nausea,  intermittent  pulse,  or  great  depression." 

It  is  said  to  have  been  successfully  employed  in  incipient  phthi- 
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sis,  hemoptysis,  and  other  hemorrhages;  it  allays  irritation,  dimin- 
ishes the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  lessens  cough.  It  acts  some- 
what like  digitalis  in  abating  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  but  is 
devoid  of  the  dangerous  effects  resultmg  from  the  use  of  that 
agent.  Dr.  Cutler,  of  Massachusetts,  used  it  successfully  in 
asthma.  Dr  Bigelow  quotes  Dr.  Eandall  as  stating  that  it  is 
as  successful  in  asthma  as  any  article  that  he  has  tried,  and  that 
he  has  found  it  to  remove  the  paroxysms  in  a  short  time*  and  re- 
store the  patient  to  quietude  and  rest. 

Dr.  Elliotson,  of  England,  states  that  it  is  by  far  the  best  medi- 
cine inspasmodic  breathing  he  was  s^quai^ted  with.  "  With  many," 
says  Dr.  E.,  "it  acts  as  a  charm  in  asthma,  and  in  tenor  twenty 
minutes  they  will  be  perfectly  relieved,  so  that  all  the  other  reme- 
dies, used  in  this  disease,  are  uothing  when  compared  with  it."  A 
very  similar  opinion  is  entertained  by  Mr.  Bower,  who  profes- 
ses to  have  had  much  experience  in  its  use.  Aocordi;ig  to  his 
statement,  many  are  relieved  of  disease  of  the  heart  in  a  short  time 
by  the  use  of  this  agent.  It  is  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial, 
even  in  organic  diseases  of  the  lung  itself.  It  is  said  that  nothing 
approaches  the  direct  and  specific  action  of  lobelia  upon  the  mo- 
tor nerves  of  respiration.  Said  to  be  more  speedy  and  more  cer- 
tain in  its  operation  than  digitalis,  and  more  direct  than  ipecacu- 
anha. Schlesier  thinks  it  can  not  be  sufiiciently  commended  in 
spasmodic  asthma.  Andrews,  Morelli,  and  Todd  hold  to 
nearly  the  same  opinion.  In  spasmodic  or  stridulous  laryngitis,  lo- 
belia perfectly  fulfills  the  conditions  of  cure. 

A  writer  in  the  Stethoscope  says :     "  Although  I  have  seen  it 

fiven  in  enormous  doses,  and  in  many  instances  injudiciously,  I 
ave  never  seen  it  produce  narcotism,  and  it  certainly  does  not  ir- 
ritate th6  stomach  as  much  as  ipecacuanha.  I  have  seen  persons 
who  had  taken  large  doses,  and  it  failed  to  produce  emesis — there 
certainly  was  considerable  prostration — and  I  have  never  seen  any 
evil  effects  produced  by  it  which  might  not  have  been  produced 
by  any  other  emetic  of  the  same  class,  in  proportionate  doses,  and 
in  the  same  circumstances.  I  was  inducea  to  try  it,  from  the  rec- 
ommendation of  authors,  in  a  case  of  spasmodic  asthma.  I  found 
it  more  effectual  in  relaxing  the  spasm,  and  more  certain  in  its  ef- 
fects than  anything  else.  It  would  frequently  prove  beneficial 
given  in  dram  doses,  so  as  to  nauseate  and  not  produce  emesis.  If* 
desirable  to  produce  emesis,  from  half  to  one  ounce  of  the  tincture 
may  be  given.  Prof.  Wood  says  he  has  derived  more  advantage 
from  it  in  that  disease  than  from  any  other  single  remedy.  The 
same  author  admits  it  may  do  good  in  chronic  bronchitis,  attended 
with  dyspnoea ;  and  I  can  add  my  testimony  to  his,  and  say  that 
I  have  derived  considerable  benefit  fiom  its  use  in  the  same  dis- 
ease, especially  in   children.     I  think  it  ought  to  supersede  the 
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use  of  tobacco  enemeta  for  the  purpose  of  relaxing  the  system, 
for  the  reduction  of  luxations  and  strangulated  hernia.  It  is  cer- 
tainly not  as  dangerous,  and  is  equally  as  efficacious.  In  latyn- 
giamus  stridulus,  as  well  as  bronchitis,  tracheitis,  ^  pertussis,  associ- 
ated or  not  with  other  remedies,  good  may  be  expected  from  its 
use;  so  also  in  pneumonia,  when  tar,  antimony,  or  ipeacuanha  are 
contra-indicated  from  irritation  and  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  stomach,  siiiaU  doses  may  be  given  every  hour  or  two 
to  induce  nausea. 

Lobelia  Compound. 

Lobelia^  hloodroot  and  skunk  cabbage  enter  into  the  compos- 
ition of  this  preparation.  It  possesses  antispasmodic,  narcotic, 
stimulant  and  expectorant  properties.  Is  favorably  spoken  of  in 
chronic  catarrh,  fmd  bronchitis,  hysteria,  and  pulmonary  com- 
plaints, and  to  subdue  asthmatic ,  spasms.  There  are  few  cases  in 
which  either  ingredient  is  indicated,  that  this  compound  does  not 
claim  the  preference. 

PIWPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  expectorant, 10  to  60  drops. 

"  "  "        emetic, Jto    1  dram. 

"  "    (comp.,)      "      ito    1     " 

Lobelin, < ^  to  Ir^  grains. 


Lyoopus   Virginious. 

{BugUweed,) 

Sedative,  tonic,  astringent  and  narcotic.  Used  successfully  in 
incipient  phthisis,  hemoptysis  and  other  hemorrhages.  It  allays 
irritation,  diminishes  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  lessens  coudi. 
It  acts  somewhat  like  digitalis  in  abating  the  velocity  of  the  pulse, 
and  is  devoid  of  the  dangerous  effects  resulting  from  the  use  of 
that  drug.  Said  to  have  cured  diabetes  when  all  other  means 
were  useless.  Beneficial  in  chronic  diarrhea;  and  dysentery,  in- 
termittents,  &a  It  has  been  known  to  arrest  epistaxis  when  all 
other  remedies  failed.  The  late  Prof  Rafinesque  remarked:  "I 
consider  the  bugleweed  a*  very  good  substitute  for  all  narcotics, 
prussic  acid  and  even  bleeding,  since  it  produces  the  same  state  of 
the  pulse  and  arterial  system  without  inducing  any  debility,  or 
acting  on  the  heart  and  brain  in  any  injurious  manner."  May  be 
used  in  humoral  asthma,  and  chronic  diarrhea. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 
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Mamibiiun  Vulgare. 

{Horehound.) 

Stimulant  tonic,  expectorant,  and  diuretia  It  is  used  in  the 
form  of  syrup,  in  coughs,  colds,  chronic  catarrh,  asthma,  and  all 
pulmonary  affections.  The  fluid  extract  made  into  a  warm  infu- 
sion will  produce  diaphoresis  and,  sometimes,  diuresis ;  has  been 
used  with  benefit  in  jaundice,  hoarseness,  amenorrhea,  and  hys- 
teria. The  extract  is  an  excellent  tonic  in  some  forms  of  dys- 
pepsia, acts  as  a  vermifuge,  and  will  be  found  efficacious  in 
checking  mercurial  ptyalism.  In  large  doses  it  purgea  It  is  ap- 
plicable to  all  cases  of  gastric  atony,  and  appears  to  nave  a  special' 
relation  to  the  respiratory  mucous  membranea  Much  benefit, 
savs  Dr.  A.  T.  Thompson,  has  been  produced  by  it  in  catarrh,  in 
which  there  is  much  cough,  with  copious  excretions  of  mucus, 
nocturnal  sweats,  and  great  prostration. 

The  warm  infusion  is  an  excellent  palliative  in  phthisis  and 
peripneumonia. 

PREPARAnONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Solid        "       "  5  to  10  grains. 

Fills,  2  grains "    2  to  6. 

Mentlia  Piperita. 

{PepperminL) 

Aromatic  stimulant,  carminative  and  stomachic.  It  is  the  most 
pleasant  of  all  the  mints ;  employed  in  medicine  for  several  pur- 
poses, principally  to  expel  flatus,  to  cover  the  unpleasant  taste  of 
other  medicines,  and  to  relieve  nausea,  and  griping  pains  of  the 
alimentary  canal. 

The  oil  of  peppermint  has  been  recommended  in  puerperal 
fevers,  by  M.  Dove.  He  employed,  with  satisfactory  results,  thirty 
to  forty  minims,  in  divided  doses,  in  the  twenty-iour  hours.  A 
stimulating  aperient  preceded  its  use. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Mentha  Viridis. 

{Spearmint) 

Aromatic  carminative,  anti-spasmodic  and  stimulant.  It  is 
employed  in  flatulence,  and  to  relieve  the  pain  of  colic,  and 
considered  a  specific  in  allaying    nausea  and  vomiting.     The 
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fluid  extract  is  beneficial  in  high  color  or  scalding  urine,  diflicult 
micturition,  &c.  The  tincture  has  been  found  serviceable  in 
gonorrhea,  strangury,  gravel,  and  as  a  local  application  to  painful 
hemorrhoids. 

Its  principal  employment  is  for  its  febrifuge  and  diuretic  vir- 
tues. Pronounced  superior  to  peppermint  as  a  febrifuge.  The 
fluid  extract  made  into  a  warm  infiision  may  be  used  freely. 

Incompatibles. — Sulphate  of  iron,  nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  of 
lead,  &c. 

PREPARATION. 

fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  3  drams. 


Myrica  Oerifera, 

I  {Bayherry,     Wax-Myrtle,) 

Mild  astringent  and  stimulant  In  large  doses  it  is  liable  to 
produce  emesis.  It  may  also  possess  expectorant  properties,  con- 
nected with  its  acridness.  This  agent  is  considerably  employed 
by  a  class  of  physicians  in  the  management  of  strumous  com- 
plaints, jaundice,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  other  diseases  where 
an  astringent  stimulant  is  needed.  Dr.  Fahnestock  speaks  highly 
of  its  eflElciency  in  dysentery.  The  extract  proves  very  benefi- 
cial as  a  gargle  and  injection,  in  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
throat,  leucorrhea,  &c. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to    2  drams. 

iiyricin, "     2  to  10  grains. 


Myrica  Gale. 

{Sweet  Gale,) 

Acrid  stimulant,  and  astringent.  In  large  doses,  it  proves  an 
emetic,  over-burdening  the  stomach  with  stimulus.  The  extract 
has  been  administered  with  benefit  in  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and 
diseases  where  astringent  stimulants  are  indicated.  It  has  also 
been  recommended  as  a  vermifuge,  both  as  an  internal  and  exter- 
nal application. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  ExHhCt Dose,  •}•  to  1  dram. 


Nicotiana  Tabaciun. 

{Tobdcco,) 

Medicinally,  a  sedative,  emetic,  diuretic,  expectorant,  discutient, 
anti-spasmodic,  errhine  and  sialagogue.  Moderately  taken  it  quiets 
restlessness,  calms  mental  and  corporal  inquietude,  and  proauces 
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s,  state  of  general  languor  or  repose.     Large  quantities  give  rise  to 
alarming  symptoms. 

PREPARATION. 

Solid  Extract, Dose 


Nepeta  Oataria. 

{Catnip.) 

Diaphoretic  and  carminative,  anti-spasmodic,  emmenagogue  and 
diuretic.  In  warm  infusion  the  extract  is  used  in  febrile  mseases, 
as  a  diaphoretic,  and  to  allay  convulsive  action  and  produce 
sleep ;  it  is  also  given  as  a  carminative  and  anti-spasmodic  in  the 
flatulent  colic  of  children.  As  an  emmenagogue  or  uterine  tonic, 
it  has  proved  decidedly  beneficial  in  amenorrhea  and  dysmenor- 
rhea, and  has  likewise  been  successfully  employed  in  asthma,  hys- 
teria and  flatulent  colic  of  infants. 

The  fluid  extract  of  catnip  and  saffron  in  the  form  of  a  warm 
infusion  is  a  very  popular  remedy  in  colds  and  exanthematous 
diseases,  to  which  the  young  are  subject  The  fluid  extract  of 
catnip,  valerian,  sculhap^  forms  an  excellent  agent  in  nervous  head- 
ache, restlessness  and  nervous  irritability.  This  agent  sometimes 
proves  eflicacious  in  restoring  the  menstrual  flood  after  other  rem- 
edies have  failed. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  2  to  4  drams. 


NpmplicBa  Odorata. 

{Lily,    White.) 

Astringent,  demulcent,  anodyne,  alterative,  anti-scrofulous. 

It  is  a  popular  remedy  in  all  bowel  complaints,  and  employed 
as  an  astringent  in  gleet,  fluor  albus,  etc.  V  ery  beneficial  m  scro- 
fula, and,  combined  with  wild  cherry,  in  bronchial  affections.  A 
case  of  uterine  cancer,  which  had  obstinately  resisted  all  medical 
treatment,  is  mentioned  by  Dr.  Eang,  as  having  been  permanently 
cured  by  the  fi^ee  use  of  the  root 

Matson  recommends  it  as  a  gargle  in  sore  throat  There  is 
scarcely  any  vegetable,  says  Bigelow,  which  affords  more  decided 
evidence  ot  astringency  than  the  root  of  this  plant ;  formerly  cele- 
brated as  an  antaphrodisiac,  and  a  remedy  in  morbid  discharges. 
See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PBEPABATXON 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 


Opium. 

"  Topically  it  is  a  direct  stimulant  and  indirect  sedative  of  the 
nervous,  musctdar,  and   vascular  systems.     A  moderate  dose^ 
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taken  while  in  health,  augments  the  volume  and  velocity  of  the 
pulse,  increases  the  heat  of  the  surface,  gives  energy  to  tne  mus- 
cles, renders  the  mind  more  acute,  and  produces  a  general  excite- 
ment of  the  whole  system." 

Dr.  Waring  remarks  as  follows  on  the  use  of  opium :  "  Some 
persons  are  peculiarly  susceptible  to  the  use  of  opium,  and  are 
unable  to  take  even  the  smallest  dose  without  its  occasioning  de- 
Ihium,  a  high  state  of  nervous  irritability,  vomiting,  diarrhea, 
&c.  Where  this  idiosyncrasy  exists,  opium  should  not  be  given, 
unless  more  than  ordinary  circumstances  demand  it  When, 
however,  its  exhibition  is  necessary  in  these  subjects,  it  is  some- 
times tolerated,  if  given  in  the  form  of  an  enema ;  or,  if  given  by 
mouth,  a  few  grains  of  capsicum  will  be  found  to  allay  the  vom- 
iting, and  the  addition  of  camphor,  or  tartar  emetic,  will  in  a  great 
measure  obviate  the  imtability.  As  a  general  rule,  however, 
opium  should  not  be  given  in  any  form  in  these  cases. 
Infants   and  young  children  bear  the  exhibition  of  opium  badly. 

Numerous  are  the  instances  on  record  in  which  two  or  three 
drops  of  laudanum  have  produced  fatal  results  ir  young  children ; 
and  opium  in  every  form  should  be  avoided,  unless  it  is  impera- 
tively called  for,  and  should  never  be  given  without  the  greatest 
caution.  It  should  be  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  prescribe  opiates  for  children,  those  preparations  whose 
strength  i^  regulated  by  a  certain  standard  should  be  preferred  to 
those  whose  strength  is  variable  and  uncertain.  Thus,  tinctura 
opii,  tinctura  camphorae  cum  opio,  and  Dover's  Powder,  are  pre- 
ferable to  syrup  of  poppies^  the  strength  of  which  is  verv  variabla 

Those  persons  who  are  unaccustomed  to  opium  require  a  much 
smaller  quantity  of  the  drug,  to  produce  a  certain  effect,  than  those 
who  are  habituated  to  its  use. 

Combination  with  other  drugs  greatly  modifies  the  action  ot 
opium.  Ipecacuanha  increases  its  action  on  the  skin ;  mercujrials 
obviate  its  constipating  influence ;  and  tartar  emetic  lessens  the 
action  which  it  would  otherwise  excite  in  the  nervous  system. 

When  a  large  dose  of  opium  has  been  administered,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  still  suffering  intense  pain,  how  long  should  we  wait  berore 
it  would  be  considered  safe  to  repeat  it  ?  This  question,  put  by 
Dr.  Griffin,  is  answered  by  him,  that  half  an  hour  is  the  limit  with- 
in which  crude  opium  will  be  found  to  manifest  its  effects  ;  and 
that  the  dose  may  be  safely  repeated,  if  the  pain  or  spasm  be  not 
relieved,  however  often  it  may  be  given.  The  liquid  preparations 
of  opium  act  rather  sooner  than  the  solid  drug. 

W  hen  opium  is  given  for  the  relief  of  pain,  particularly  of  a 
periodical  character,  a  third  part  of  the  dose  which  was  required 
to  relieve  the  paroxysm  is  required  to  prevent  its  recurrence.  In 
fact,  a  moderate  dose  given  in  the  interval  will  sometimes  prevent 


JOURNAL  OF  MATERIA  MEDICA.  69 

the  accession  of  the  fit,  when  no  quantity,  however  great,  can  con- 
trol it,  after  it  has  once  set  in. 

When  opium  or  opiates  have  been  given  for  any  length  of  time, 
or  in  large  doses,  a  period  of  exhaustion  and  sinking  almost  in- 
variably ensues  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  after  the  drug 
has  been  discontinued  A  great  amount  of  exhaustion  and  sink- 
ing h^s  been  observed  to  follow  the  omission  of  even  a  very  re- 
duced dose,  particularly  in  children.  A  little  nourishment,  or 
some  slight  stimulant,  is  here  necessary. 

An  over-dose  of  opium  will  produce  effects  very  similar  to 
those  of  an  under-dose.  Where  a  restless  night  has  resulted  from 
an  over-dose  having  been  given,  sound  sleep  may  occur  next  night 
without  any  opium  whatever.  Again,  if  the  doses  of  opium  given 
with  advantage  during  the  existence  of  inflammation  be  continued 
when  this  has  subsided,  stupor,  or  troubled  sleep,  according  to 
the  degree  of  surplus  opium  given,  will  result 

In  order  to  procure  sleep,  opium  should  be  given  an  hour  or  two 
before  the  usual  hour  of  retiring  to  rest,  in  order  to  allow  the  stage 
of -excitement  to  pass  off  previous  to  that  time. 

When  from  irritability  of  the  stomach,  or  some  other  cause, 
opium  can  not  be  administered  by  mouth,  it  may  often  be  advan- 
tageously administered  in  the  form  of  enema;  a  larger  dose,  a 
third  or  half  larger,  is  required  when  it  is  exhibited  in  the  latter 
mode.  It  may  also  prove  of  the  highest  service  when  applied  ex- 
ternally in  allaying  pain,  irritation,  and  inordinate  action,  not  only 
of  the  skin,  but  of  ihe  subjacent  tissues. 

As  a  diaphoretic,  opium  is  best  combined  with  ipecacuanha. 

Opium  is  either  contra-indicated,  or  should  be  given  with  caution, 
in  the  following  states:  1.  In  cerebral  affections  occurring  in  per- 
sons of  a  plethoric  habit,  and  where  congestion  of  the  vessels  of 
the  brain  is  suspected.  2.  In  acute  sthenic  inflammation  in  pie- ^ 
thoric  subjects,  previous  to  the  ediployment  of  depletion.  3.  In 
pulmonary  affections,  when  the  cough  is  dry  and  hard,  and  the 
expectoration  is  difficult  and  scanty.  4.  In  affections  of  mucous 
membranes  of  the  air-passages,  attended  with  copious  secretion. 
In  such  conditions  the  narcotizing  influence  of  opium,  by  dimin- 
ishing the  respiratory  function,  has  often  proved  fatal.  5.  In  mor- 
bid states  of  the  body,  where  venous  congestion  is  evident  6. 
Whilst  the  urine  is  scanty  and  high-colored.  Alkalies  should,  in 
such  a  case,  be  generally  administered  first ;  but  if  the  symptoms 
be  urgent,  and  opium  is  imperatively  called  for,  it  should  be  given 
in  combination  with  alkalies.  7.  During  pregnancy.  Dr.  Den- 
man  states  that  he  is  persuaded  that  the  frequent  use  of  opiates 
by  pregnant  women  is  prejudicial  to  the  foetus.  8.  In  fevers  and 
other  morbid  states,  accompanied  by  contraction  of  the  pupils. 
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PREPABATIONS. 


Aqueous  Extract  of  Opium {  f° J  ^S'tt"'??*' 

Fluid  Opium  Deodorized,  \  ["J  ^^^ 
Pilla  of  Opium,  I  grain 


'*  "    and  Acetate  of  Lead,  2  grains " 

"  '*       '*    Camphor,  3  grains, " 


and  Tannin,  3  J  grains, , 


Ito  5 
10  to  60 

drops. 

Ito  5 
10  to  60 

drops. 

Ito 

4. 

1  to 

3. 

Ito 

2. 

1  to 

2. 

Opium,  Aqueous. 

{Ojoiurrij  Aqueous,) 

The  aqueous  solution  possesses  all  the  anodyne,  sedative,  and 
antispasmodic  effects  of  opium,  and  of  the  various  preparations  of 
this  well  known  and  useful  medicine,  and  is  superior  to  any 
similar  one  before  the  public.  It  is  the  result  of  many  years  ob- 
servation and  study  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  in 
the  country,  and  was  used  in  a  long  and  extensive  practice. 

It  is  a  very  pleasant  anodyne  and  anti-spasmodic,  much  used  to. 
allay  cough  in  chronic  catarrh,  asthma,  consumption,  &c. ;  to  re- 
lieve nausea  and  slight  pains  in  the  stomach  and  bowels ;  to  check 
diarrhea ;  and  in  infantile  cases  to  procure  sleep. 

It  may  be  used  when  the  crude  drug  usually  would  be.  It  is 
of  the  strength  of  laudanum,  and  may  be  given  in  similar  doses. 

Many  physicians  have  long  used  an  empirical  aqueous  solution, 
and  differing  only  from  the  officinal  solution,  in  mode  of  prepara- 
tion. 

Eepose  is  usually  induced  by  the  minimum  dose,  but  in  obsti- 
nate irritation,  the  dose  can  be  repeated  several  times  with  safety. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  this  preparation  are,  that  con- 
stipation and  unpleasant  consequences  following  the  administra- 
tion of  opium  in  its  ordinary  forms  are  wholly  or  nearly  avoided. 

This  preparation  may  be  administered  as  an  anodyne  or  to  in- 
duce rest,  when  opium  itself  can  not  be  prescribed  with  safety. 

Incompatibles, — ^Ammonia,  carbonates  of  potassa  and  soda,  nit- 
rate of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  salts  bf  copper,  iron  and  zinc,  astrin- 
gent infusions,  &c. 

PREPARATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract,  (for  infants), Dose,  1  to    5  drops. 

(for  adults), "    10  to  60      " 


u 


Papaver  Somniferum. 

{Poj)py.) 
Poppy  capsules,  though  similar  in  their  effects  to  opium,  are 
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mucli  weaker  in  their  actioiL  They  are  used  in  decoction,  emul 
sion,  sw^P  c>r  extract  to  calm  irritation,  relieve  pain  and  promote 
rest  The  decoction  forms  a  common  fomentation,  which  is  ap- 
plied to  burns,  inflamed  or  excoriated  parts.  Over  ordinary  opi- 
ates the  syrup  has  the  positive  advantage  of  a  less  disagreeable 
taste. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to    1  dram. 

Solid         "      "     StolOgrainS. 

PiUs,  2  grains "     2  to    5. 

Phytoladca  Decandra? 

{Garget^    or  Poke.) 

Emetic,  cathartic,  alterative,  antiherpetic,  and  somewhat  nar* 
cotic.     In  doses  of  from  one  to  five  strains  it  acts  as  an  alterative. 

The  extract  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  the  removal  of  those 
severe  pains  attending  mercurio-syphilitic  affections,  in  which  it 
is  more  beneficial  than  opium.  It  is  said  to  have  been  success- 
fully employed  in  chronic  rheumatism  and  in  hemorrhoids. 

Its  emetic  action  is  characterized  by  slowness,  not  producing 
any  special  effect  till  some  time  after  it  has  been  taken,  and  then 
continuing  to  act  for  a  considerable  time  upon  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  This  action  is  not  attended  with  much  pain  or  spasm, 
but  narcotic  effects  have  been  observed,  such  as  drowsiness,  verti- 
go, and  dimness  of  vision.  In  small  doses  it  partakes  of  altera- 
tive powers,  exciting  the  whole  glandular  system,  and  producing 
highly  beneficial  results  in  syphilitic,  scrofulous,  rheumatic,  and 
cutaneous  diseases. 

The  root  roasted  in  hot  ashes  until  soft,  and  then  mashed  and  " 
applied  as  a  poultice,  is  unrivaled  in  felons  and  humors  of  vari- 
ous kinds.    It  discusses  them  rapidly,  or  if  too  far  advanced,  hastens  . 
their  suppuration. 

It  is  said  to  have  been  used  with  good  effect  in  paralysis  of  the 
intestines.    The  ointment  has  been  employed  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  the  treatment  of  felons,  sanious  ulcers,  cutaneous  erup 
tions,  itch,  hemorrhoids,  and  cancer.      In  this  last  disease,  Dr 
Bone  combined  it  with  gunpowder.    It  is  asserted  that  poke  is  a 
sure  cure  for  syphilis  in  all  its  stages,  without  the  use  of  mercury. 

The  phytolacdn  of  Tilden's,  which  seems  to  be  the  chief  active 
principle,  is  now  used  successfully  as  an  alterative  tonic  in  doses 
of  from  one-fourth  to  one  grain. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  10  to  30  drops. 

Solid        "      "      1  to    4  grains. 

Phytolaccin, "      i  to    1       ** 
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Pills  of  Phytolacca,  }  grain Dose,  1  to  i. 

"     Phytolaccin,  i  " "    1  to  2. 


Pinus  Canadensis. 

{Hemlock.) 

This  is  a  common  forest  tree,  found  in  great  abundance  in  the  Brit- 
ish Provinces,  in  North  America,  and  in  most  of  the  New  England 
States,  and  also  in  the  mountainous  regions  of  the  Middle  States. 
The  bark  contai^is  a  large  amount  of  tannin,  and  is  extensively 
used  in  the  maniifacture  of  leather.  The  whole  plant  contains  an 
oleoresinous  substance,  which  is  manifest  by  its  fragrant  exhala- 
tions. The  extract,  furnished  from  the  bark,  is  a  valuable  remedy 
in  the  treatment  of  chronic  diarrhea,  in  the  last  stages  of  dysen- 
tery, and  cholera  infantum.  The  valuable  astringent  properties 
have  suggested  its  employment  in  hemorrhoids,  menorrnagia,  &c., 
as  well  as  in  many  other  cases,  in  which  matico,  tannin,  and 
rhatany  have  been  ably  defended. 

PBEPABATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 


Piper  Angnstifolinm, 

{Matico.) 

Aromatic,  tonic,  stimulant,  and  styptic.  Its  therapeutical 
agency  is  highly  recommended  in  hemoptysis,  hematemesis,  dysen- 
tery and  hematuria,  in  doses  of  one  dram  of  the  powdered  leaves, 
or  one  fluid  dram  of  the  fluid  extract  four  times  a  day.  Hem- 
orrhage from  the  nose  or  uterus  has  been  arrested  by  the  internal 
administration  of  matico,  after  other  remedies  had  completely 
failed  to  control  the  bleeding.  As  an  internal  remedy  it  has  also 
been  successfully  employed  in  diseases  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
as  gonorrhea,  leucorrhea,  menorrhagia,  catarrh  of  the  bladder, 
hemorhoids  and  epistaxis. 

The  leaves  form  a  superior  medicinal  styptic  for  arresting  hem- 
orrhage from  wounds,  leech-bites,  &c.  The  downy  part  of  the 
leaf  is  said  to  be  the  most  active  part  Also  applied  to  ulcers. 
Its  essential  oil  is  recommended  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhea. 
See  Journal  ol  Materia  Medica,  vol.  5. 

PREPAKATIOX. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  |  to  2  drams. 


Piper   OubebaB. 

{Cuhehs.) 
Cubebs  is  a  well  tried  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhea 
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It  is  aromatic,  ptmgent,  stimulant,  and  purgative,  and  acts  as  a 
t^pecific  in  arresting  gonorrheal  disoharges.  It  has  also  been  given 
in  leucorrhea,  cystirrhea,  abscess  of  the  prostate  gland,  piles,  and 
chronic  bronchial  inflammation.  The  use  of  cubebs  is  cantra-in- 
•dicated  during  a  high  inflammatory  condition,  and  is  advised  to 
be  used  in  gonorrhea  only  when  the  inflammation  is  confined  to 
ithe  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra.  Dr.  Dieters  extols  the  use 
•of  cubebs  in  involuntary  micturition,  or  incontinence  of  urine, 
jgiven  in  tolerably  large  doses  twice  a  day,  for  from  three  to  eight 
weeks.  It  is  highly  valued  by  many  practitioners  in  the  blennor- 
rhea of  females,  as  well  as  in  leucorrhea.  It  has  the  power  of 
arresting  excessive  discharges  from  the  urethra. 

PREPAKATIONS. 


^ 


ti  it 

II 

II  ii 


Fluid  Extract  of  Cubebs, Dose,  i  to  li  drams. 

"  **    Ethereal, "  1  to  2         '" 

Solid       **  "  2  to  20  grains. 

Pills  of  Extract  Cubebs,  2  grains, **  1  to    6. 

and  Copaiba,  3  grs., ^*  2  to    4. 

Copaiba,  and  Cit.  Iron,  8  gr.  "  1  to    4. 

"         and  Alum,  3  grains, "  2  to    4. 

and  Ext.  Rhatany  and  Iron, .  '^  1  to    3. 

Piper  Nigrum. 

{Black  Pepper,) 

Black  Pepper  is  a  warm  carminative  stimulant  It  appears,  in 
^common  with  cubebs,  to  exercise  a  specific  influence  on  the  mu- 
cous membranes  of  the  rectum  and  genito-urinary  organs.  In 
large  doses,  it  produces  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  and  acts  as 
An  irritant  poison.  Its  chief  medicinal  application  is  to  excite  the 
languid  stomach  and  correct  flatulence.  In  intermittent  fever, 
when  the  stomach  is  not  duly  susceptible  to  the  action  of  quinia,  as 
sometimes  in  drunkards,  pepper  may  be  found  a  useful  adjuvant . 
to  the  more  powerful  febrifuge. 

Dyspeptic  persons  have  been  gTeatly  benefited,  and  sometimes 
<;ured  by  the  use  of  pepper  alone.  Cases  of  gonorrhea  are  men- 
tioned, m  which  this  remedy  proved  effectual. 

Dr.  Brodie  advises  the  persistent  use  of  this  drug  in  chronic 
•cases  of  hemorrhoids  occumng  in  old  persons,  or  proceeding  from 
debility.     An  aperient  should  occasionally  be  given. 

Conira-mdications, — ^Inflammation  of  tlie  rectum  and  intestines. 

Incompatihles, — Vegetable  astringents. 

PUEPARATIONS. 

FluidExtract Dose,  10  to  20  drops. 

Pills  of  Piperin,  i  grain "       2  to    4. 
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Podoplivllum  Peltatnm. 

{Mandrake.) 

Mandrake  is  cathartic,  emetic,  alterative,  anthelmintic,  hydra- 
gogue  and  sialagogue. 

The  root  of  podophyllum  is  a  sure  and  active  cathartic,  in  which 
character  it  deserves  a  high  rank  among  our  indigenous  produc- 
tions. We  have  no  native  plant  that  answers  better  the  common 
purpose  of  jahxp^  aloes  and  rhubarb^  and  which  is  more  safe  and 
mild  in  its  operation.  It  acts  principally  as  a  cathartic  ;  drastic, 
also  as  an  emetic,  if  taken  in  quantity ;  laxative,  if  the  doses  admin- 
istered are  moderate.  It  promotes  glandular  action,  exerting  also 
a  powerfiil  influence  on  the  condition  of  the  cutaneous  tissue,  and 
regulates  the  circulatory  system. 

As  a  deobstruent,  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  our  materia 
medica,  acting  through  and  upon  all  the  tissues  of  the  system, 
and  its  action  continues  for  a  long  time.  In  bilious  and  typhoid 
febrile  diseases,  it  is  very  valuable  as  a  cathartic,  or  emetico- 
cathartic,  often  breaking  up  the  diseaseat  once. 

A  moderate  use  of  the  podophyllum  is  effectual  in  chronic  he 
patitis ;  and,  indeed,  all  cases  of  hepatic  derangement  whether  of 
short  or  long  standing,  are  overcome  by  this  treatment. 

There  is  not  its  superior  in  the  whole  range  of  medicines,  arous- 
ing the  liver  to  a  more  healthy  action,  increasing  the  flow  of  bile, 
and  keeping  up  these  actions  longer  than  any  other  agent  with 
which  we  are  acquainted.  In  alterative  doses,  it  has  been  found 
exceedingly  valuable  in  scrofula,  syphilitic  diseases,  rheumatism, 
&c.  In  constipatipn,  it  acts  upon  the  bowels,  without  disposing 
them  to  subsequent  costiveness.  It  has  likewise  been  found  very 
beneficial  in  dysmenorrhea,  amenorrhea,  incontinence  of  urine, 
worms,  and  some  affections  of  the  bladder. 

It  promotes  free  action  of  the  kidnevs,  arousing  the  absorbents, 
being  a  regulator  of  all  secretions,  so  lar  as  any  one  medicine  can 
be,  and  exerts  a  complete  influence  over  the  pathologic  condition 
of  the  blood,  preventing  its  strong  determination  to  any  part  where 
congestion  or  incipient  inflammation  would  be  produced — as,  for 
instance,  in  the  brain.  In  intermittent  feyers,  in  inflammation  of 
the  brain,  and  in  dropsical  affections,  it  has  been  used  with  marked 
success,  acting  as  a  powerful  cholagogue  and  deobstruent,  at  the 
same  time  restoring  and  equalizing  the  circulation.  It  has  been 
deemed  advisable  by  some  physicians,  to  give  in  connection  with 
the  podophyllum  some  shght  cathartic,  as  the  bitartrate  of  po- 
tassa,  if  speedy  action  is  desirable. 

PODOPHYLLIN,  the  active  principle  of  Mandrake. — This  is  an  al- 
terative and  cathartic,  and  acts  in  many  respects  like  mercurial 
preparations.     It  rouses  the  liver  to  vigorous  action,  stimulates 
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the  kidneys,  promotes  expectoration,  augments  the  glandular  func- 
tions, and  cleanses  the  canal  of  all  irritatinff  substances.  Its  range 
of  application  is,  perhaps,  more  extensive  than  any  other  cathartic 
memcine.  Very  much  might  be  said  in  regard  to  its  merits  and 
mode  of  application. 

It  exerts  a  favorable  influence  on  the  cutaneous  lunctions,  pro- 
ducing and  maintaining  a  constant  moisture  of  the  skin.  It  pro- 
duces ptyalism  in  some  persons,  and  is  said  to  produce  a  power- 
ful and  lasting  impression  upon  the  glandular  system  and  secretory 
organs,  unequalled  by  any  other  article. 

It  is  useful  in  scrofulous  diseases,  hepatic  aflFections,  dysmen- 
orrhea, gonorrhea;  also  administered  beneficially  in  jaundice, 
dropsy,  dysentery,  diarrhea,  bilious,  remittent,  and  intermittent 
fevers,  typhoid  fever,  and  all  g;landular  enlargements.  When  in 
combination  with  leptandrin,  it  forms  an  exceedingly  valuable 
and  effective  alterative  and  cholagogue.  There  is  not  a  better 
cholagogue  preparation  known  in  medicine  than  the  combination 
of  podophyllin  and  leptandrin.  For  further  illustration  of  the 
properties  of  podophyllum  and  leptandra,  see  Journal  of  Materia 
Meoica,  March,  June,  July,  1858. 

Podophyllum  Compoiind. 

The  constituents  of  this  compound  are  mandrake^  senna  and 
jalap..  It  acts  as  an  antibilious  purgative  ;  and  may  be  used  in 
cases  where  the  object  is  to  produce  prompt  and  copious  evacua- 
tion, where  an  active  impression  is  required  to  remove  from  the 
intestinal  tube  irritating  substances. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Doi<e,  i  to  1  dram. 

"      Coirpouad **  i  to  2     " 

Solid        " "  3  to  12  grains. 

Podophyllin •*  ^  to  fandlto2grs. 

Pills  of  Podophyllin^  ^  grain "  2  to  4. 

'*      Ext,  Podophyllum,  1  grain "  3  to  8. 

"     Podophyllum  and  Blue  Mass,  3  grs "  1  to  2. 

Compound,  1  grain "  1  to  2. 


it  u 


Polygala  Senega. 

[Seneka.) 

This  plant  is  an  active  stimulant,  increasing  the  force  of  the 
circulation,  especially  that  of  the  pulmonary  vessels ;  it  has  been 
found  very  useful  in  typhoid  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  Dr. 
Brandreth,  of  Liverpool,  has  derived  great  service  from  its  em- 
ployment, in  cases  of  lethargy,  in  the  form  of  an  extract,  com- 
bined with  carbonate  of  ammonia^  It  his  been  given  in  hydropic 
cases ;  and  as  it  sometimes  promotes  plentiful  discharges  by  urine, 
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8tool,  and  perspiration,  it  is  frequently  the  means  of  removing  the 
disease  affer  the  ordinary  cathartics,  diuretics,  and  hydragogues 
have  failed.  Dr.  Milne  spoke  highly  of  the  decoction,  joined  with 
bi-tartrate  of  potash,  in  aropsy.  Dr.  Percival  administered  it  in 
hydrops  pectoris.  It  has  been  employed  in  nervous  affections  and 
hectic  fever,  in  hydrothorax,  from  its  stimulating  effect  on  the  kid- 
neys, and  in  diseases  of  the  lungs,  from  its  augmenting  the  absorb- 
ent forces.  In  pneumonia,  after  bleeding,  and  in  the  typhoid 
stage,  it  is  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  promoting  expectoration ; 
at  an  earlier  period,  it  is  too  stimulating.  Dr.  Bru  found  it  emi- 
nently useful  in  the  asthma  of  old  people,  and  in  the  latter  stages 
of  croup  ;  and  Dr.  Chapman  found  it  efficacious  in  recent  cases  of 
amenorrhoea. 

Seneka  may  be  given,  as  Dr.  Chapman  judiciously  advised,  in 
typhoid  pneumonia,  in  the  decline  of  the  ordinary  form  of  the  dis- 
ease, or  when  it  attacks  old  or  feeble  persons.  It  is  decidedly  ,bene- 
ficial  in  subacute  and  chronic  inflammation  of  the  bronchia  and 
in  bronchorrhcea.  It  is  considered  by  some  as  one  of  the  most 
active  and  certain  emmenagogues.  Some  of  the  German  writers 
attribute  to  this  article  a  very  problematical  influence  over  scrofu- 
lous inflammations  of  the  conjunctiva,  cornea,  &c.,  including  those 
which  involve  a  rheumatic  or  gouty  element 

Dr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  extravagantly  praises  seneka,  as  a 
remedy  for  croup,  representing  it  as  being  capable,  unassisted  by 
other  remedies,  of  removing  the  alarming  disease.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  6. 

Contra-indications, — All  active  inflammatory  conditions,  es- 
pecially of  the  lungs. 

PKRPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  20  to  40  drops. 


Polygonum  PxinctattLin. 

{Water  Pepper,) 

Water-pepper  possesses  stimulant,  diuretic,  emmenagogue  and 
diaphoretic  properties ;  highly  recommended  in  amenorrhea.  Dr. 
Eberle  testifies  that  he  employed  it  in  twenty  cases,  and  was  never 
more  successful  Dr.  Ogier,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  published  many 
cases  of  catamenial  suppression,  in  which  water-pepper  prov^ 
eminently  serviceable. 

In  combination  with  sulphate  of  iron  and  gum  myrrh^  it  is 
said  to  have  cured  epilepsy — probably  dependent  on  some  uterine 
derangement.  The  infusion  in  cold  water,  which  may  be  read- 
ily prepared  from  the  fluid  extract,  has  been  found  serviceable  in 
gravel,  colds  and  coiighd|  and  mixed  with  wheat  bran,  in  bowel 
complaints. 
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Antiseptic  and  vesicant  virtues  are  also  claimed  for  it  Sim- 
mered in  water  and  vinegar,  it  has  proved  useful  in  gangrenous,  or 
mortified  conditions.  The  extract  in  the  form  of  inftision  or  fo- 
mentation  has  been  beneficially  applied  in  chronic  ulcers  and 
hemorrhoidal  tumors,  also  a  wash  in  chronic  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mations,  and  as  a  fomentation  in  tympanitis  and  fiatulent  colic. 
The  infusion  in  cold  water  is  recommended  in  ptyalism. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  10  to  60  drops. 


Populus  Tremuloides. 

{Poplar,) 

Poplar  possesses  tonic  and  febrifuge  properties.  It  may  be  used 
with  beneficial  results  in  intermittents,  remittents,  impaired  di- 
gestion, chronic  diarrhea,  and  in  cases  where  the  system  has  been 
debilitated. 

This  agent  has  proved  serviceable  as  a  diuretic,  and  employed 
with  considerable  success  in  gonorrhea,  gleet  and  many  otker  uri- 
nary affections.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract * Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Populin "    4  to  8  grains. 


Prinos  Verticillatus. 

{Black  Alder,) 

Tonic,  alterative,  astringent,  and  as  a  local  application,  stimu- 
lant Eecommended  in  intermittent  fevers,  diarrhea  and  other 
diseases,  connected  with  debility,  especially  mortification  and 
gangrene.  It  is  a  popular  remedy  in  gangrenous  or  flabby  and 
ill-conditioned  ulcers,  and  in  chronic  cutaneous  eruptions,  given 
internally ;  applied  externally  in  form  of  wash  or  poultice. 

It  has  been  employed  with  good  effect  in  jaundice,  also  obtained 
considerable  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  dropsy.  The  medi- 
cinal reputation  of  prinos  are  so  highly  valued  that  it  has  become 
an  ingredient  of  several 'Syrups.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,, 
vol.  1. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


Primus  Virginiana. 

{Wild  Cherry.) 
Uniting  with  a  tonic  power  the  property  of  quieting  irritationi 
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and  diminishing  nervous  excitability,  it  is  adapted  to  cases  where 
the  digestive  powers  are  impaired  with  general  local  irritation  ex- 
isting at  the  same  time. 

It  is  useful  in  all  diseases  where  it  is  of  importance  to  impart 
tonicity,  and  yet,  to  avoid  any  undue  excitement  of  the  heart 
and  bloodvessels,  as  for  instance,  daring  the  first  stage  of  con- 
valescence from  inflammatory  attacks,  and  in  many  pulmonary 
diseases.  Its  uses  are  indicated  in  all  cases  requirmg  the  use  of 
a  general  tonic  particularly  in  cases  of  the  impairment  of  the  con- 
stitution by  dyspepsia,  indigestion,  &c. ;  in  dyspepsia  attended 
with  neuralgic  symptoms,  and  general  debility  following  inflam- 
matory fevers ;  in  diseases  in  which  debility  of  the  system  is  united 
with  general  local  irritation. 

On  account  of  its  gently  astringent  properties  united  with  its  sed- 
ative action,  it  has  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  complaints  in- 
cident to  the  summer  months,  in  diarrhea,  chronic  diarrhea,  and 
in  preventing  the  weakness  and  relaxation  of  the  bowels  which 
produce  them. 

"Wild  Cherry  Compound. 

Wild  chen'y^  horehound^  lettuce,  veratrum  and  bhodroot,  form 
this  compound.  It  is  admirably  well  adapted  to  those  debilitated 
states  ol  the  system  complicated  with  nervous  irritability  and 
cough.  It  operates  with  magical  eflScacy  in  the  convalescent  sta- 
ges of  inflammatory  attacks,  and  pulmonary  affections. 

PKEP  A  RATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Wild  Cherry, Dose,  2  to  4  drams. 

"  **  Compound, "    i  to  2 

Prunin, "    2  to  6  grains. 

Wine  of  Wild  Cherry, *'    1  to  4  <&ams. 

Ferrated  Wine  of  WiW  Cherry, **    1  to  4      ** 

Ptelea   Trifoliata. 

(Ptelea.) 

Pure,  uninitating  tonic.  Used  in  intermittent  and  remittent 
fevers,  and  all  cases  where  tonics  are  indicated.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  asthma  and  pulmonary  affections,  and  stated  to  be 
tolerated  by  the  stomach,  when  other  tonics  are  rejected.  It  gives 
tone  to  the  appetite,  stimulates  the  stomach  to  healthy  action,  and 
promotes  the  early  re-establishment  of  digestion. 

Professor  J.  D.  Jones  claims  for  this  medicine  soothing  influ- 
ences when  applied  to  mucous  membranes,  and  states  that  he  has 
derived  great  benefit  from  its  use  in  convalescence  from  fevers^ 
and  debility  connected  with  gastro-enteric  irritation. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extraot Dose,  15  to  60  drops. 
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PxLlinonaria  Officinalis. 

(Lungwort) 

Demulcent  and  mucilaginous.  It  may  be  used  in  all  cases 
where  this  type  of  agents  is  indicated.  Employed  in  catarrhal  and 
bronchial  affections,  consumption,  hemoptysis,  tubercular  diathesis 
and  pulmonary  disorders  generally. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Pyretlirum  Parthenium. 

{Feverfnu,) 

Tonic,  carminative,  emmenagogue,  vermifuge  and  stimulant 
The  fluid  extract  made  into  a  warm  infusion  is  an  excellent 
remedy  in  colds,  flatulency,  worms,  irregular  menstruation,  hyste- 
ria, suppression  of  urine,  and  in  some  febrile  diseases.  The  cold 
infusion  or  extract  makes  a  valuable  tonic.  The  extract  of  fever- 
few in  conjunction  with  the  compound  spirits  of  lavender,  forms 
a  very  efficient  medicine  in  hysteria  and  flatulency. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract '. Dose,  ^^  to  1  dram. 

Quercus  Alba. 

{White    Oak) 

White  oak  bark  is  somewhat  tonic,  powerfully  astringent,  and 
antiseptic.  Used  with  advantage  in  intermittent  fever,  obstinate 
chrome  diarrhea,  chronic  mucous  discharges,  and  in  certain  forms 
of  passive  hemorrhages ;  Hkewise  in  phthisis,  and  diseases  attended 
witii  great  prostration,  colHquative  sweats,  &c.  It  will  befound 
very  serviceable  when  administered  to  sickly  and  debilitated  chil- 
dren, and  in  severe  diarrheas,  particularly  when  the  result  of  fe- 
vers. Aromatics,  and  sometimes  castor-ou  are  essential  adjuvants 
in  dysenteric  and  diarrhetic  cases.  Drs.  Ballard  and  Garrod  state, 
that  they  know  of  few  remedies  more  useful  in  leucorrhea*  The 
decoction  forms  an  excellent  gargle  for  relaxed  uvula  and  sore 
throat,  and  an  astringent  injection  for  leucorrhea,  prolapsus  ani, 
hemorrhoids,  &c.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica.  vol.  1. 

PREPARATIOKS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  -^  to    1  dram. 

Solid        "     »  10  to  20  grains. 

Pills,  2  grains "     6  to  10. 
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Rhamnns  Cathaxtioiis. 

{BiukiJiorn.) 

Hy dragogue  cathartia  It  was  fonnerly  held  in  high  esteem  for 
its  reme^l  virtues  in  the  treatment  of  dropsy,  gout  and  rheuma- 
tism. It  is  used  mainly  as  a  syrup,  adjuvant  to  hydragogue  or 
diuretic  mixtures.  Buckthorn  possesses  griping  qualities,  and 
should  always  be  administered  in  combination  with  carminatives. 

PHEPAEATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  %tol  dram. 


Rheum  Palmatum. 

{Rhviarb,) 

The  medicinal  properties  of  rhubarb  are  peculiar  and  valuable. 
Its  most  remarkable  peculiarity  is  the  union  of  the  cathartic  and 
astringent  power,  the  latter  not  interfering  with  the  former,  as  the 
purgative  eflfect  precedes  the  astringent.  From  its  mildness  it  is 
an  appropriate  laxative  in  mild  cases  of  diarrhea,  chronic  diarrheas 
and  dysentery,  by  first  evacuating  any  irritating  matter  contained 
in  the  bowels,  and  afterwards  acting  as  an  astringent.  Also  in 
convalescence  from  exhausting  diseases,  enfeebled  condition  of  the 
bowels,  dyspepsia  attended  with  constipation,  and  scrofulous  en- 
largement of  the  Ijrmphatic  glands.  It  is  one  of  the  best  laxatives 
for  general  use  in  infancy,  for  it  is  not  apt  to  act  with  unexpected 
violence,  and  its  tonic  and  astringent  virtues  render  it  peculiarly 
fit  for  the  treatment  of  infantile  cases  attended  with  enfeebled  di- 
gestion and  irritation  of  the  alimentary  canal,  as  well  as  in  a  va- 
riety of  children's  complaints,  as  cholera  infantum,  summer  com- 
plaints, &c. 

In  nervous  and  putrid  fevers  it  is  preferable  to  saline  and  other 
purgatives.  Dr.  S.  Jackson,  late  of  Northumberland,  speaks  of 
rhubarb  as  a  remedy  of  surprising  efficacy  in  piles,  when  laxa- 
tives are  needed.  He  directs  a  piece  about  ten  grains  in  weight 
to  be  chewed,  or  rather  slowly  dissolved  in  the  mouth  every  night, 
or  less  frequently  according  to  the  degree  of  constipation  present. 
Degcer  recommended  this  agent  in  all  stages  of  dysentery  as  abun- 
dantly able  to  effect  the  cure  alone.  Powdered  rhubarb  has  been- 
recommended  by  Home  as  an  application  to  old  and  indolent  ul- 
cers for  the  purpose  of  promoting  their  granulation.  The  fluid 
extract  is  a  safe  and  convenient  preparation  in  most  cases  where 
a  laxative  is  indicated. 

Rhubarb  and  Senna. 
A  combination  of  rhubarb  and  senna  is  suggested,  instead  of 
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the  use  of  either  of  the  simple  extracts  in  oases  where  a  simple 
cathjartic  is  required.  By  the  union  of  these  drugs  in  the  concen- 
trated form  of  di,  fluid  extract^  and  in  due  proportion,  a  cathartic  is 
obtained  which  is  safe,  unattended  by  unpleasant  symptoms,  and 
not  followed  by  constipation.  The  cases  where  a  simple  cathartic 
is  needed  are  so  numerous,  that  the  preparation  will  be  found  use- 
ful to  physicians,  and  a  good  family  medicine  for  travelers  and 
others  who  resort  to  this  kind  of  purgative  habitually. 

Rhubarb  Aromatic. 

An  agreeable,  wanning,  digestive  purgative.  Its  use  is  attended 
with  the  happiest  results,  strengthening  and  exciting  the  action  of 
the  stomach,  and  imparting  tone  to  the  digestive  functions  gen- 
erally. 

Rhubarb  alone  is  inadvisable  in  cases  of  habitual  constipation,  on 
a/(XOW^t  of  its  subsequent  astringent  effect. — Pereira. 

Ineompatibles, — Strong  acids,  lime-water,  sulphates  of  iron  and 
zinc,  tartar  emetic,  bichloride  of  mercury,  vegetable  astringents. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  Rhubarb  ....  Dose,  i  to    1  dram. 

Aromatic, ''    i  to    1      '' 

**  **  **        and  Senna, "  i  to    1       *' 

Solid        ** "  2  to    lOgrs. 

Pills        "        Rhubarb,  1  grain, *'  2  to    6. 

*^  '*  ^'  and  Magnesia,  2  grs., **  1  to    4. 

"         and  Iron,  (U.  S.  P.)  3  grs.,..  "  2  to    3. 

''  Rhubarb  Compound,  (U.  S.  P.)  4  gis., "  2  to    5. 

'*  Extract  Rhubarb  and  Blue  Mass,  4  grs., *^  1  to    2. 

Rhus  Q-labrum. 

{Sumac.) 

Astringent  and  refiigerant,  and,  to  ail  extent,  febrifuge.  It  has 
been  found  valuable  in  gonorrhea,  leuchorrhea,  diarrhea,  dysentery, 
hectic  fever  and  scrofula.  The  infusion,  as  a  gargle,  is  considered 
almost  a  specific  in  the  sore  throat  attending  mercurial  salivation ; 
and  is  much  used  internally  in  mercurial  diseases.  Syphilitic  af- 
fections are  said  to  be  much  benefited  by  a  free  use  or  sumac  in 
combination  with  the  barks  of  slippery  elm  and  white  pine.  A 
poultice  of  the  bark  applied  to  ulcers  and  gangrenous  conditions, 
claims  attention  for  its  antiseptic  properties.  The  infiision,  sweet- 
ened with  honey,  is  serviceable  in  the  same  way,  for  cleansing  the 
mouth  in  putrid  fevers.  It  is  a  cooling  drink  in  ulceration  of  the 
throat.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATION'. 

Fluid  Extract Dose.  1  to  2  drama. 
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Rubus  Villosus. 

{Blackberry.) 

This  is  a  tonic,  aromatic  stimulant,  and  strong  astringent ;  has 
been  long  a  favorite  domestic  remedy  in  bowel  affections,  and  may 
be  employed  with  great  advantage  in  cases  of  diarrhea  from  re- 
laxation of  the  bowels,  whether  in  children  or  adults.  Bigelow 
considers  it  a  powerfiil  astringent,  and  is  satisfied  of  its  efficacy  in 
cases  in  which  the  vegetable  astringents  are  found  serviceable. 
Dr.  Chapman  speaks  highly  of  it  in  the  decUning  stage  of  dysen- 
tery, after  the  symptoms  of  active  inflammation  are  removed ;  he 
asserts  that  nothing  in  his  hands  had  done  so  much  to  check  the 
inordinate  discharges  in  cholera  infantum — two  or  three  doses  suf- 
ficing to  bind  up  the  bowels.  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  also  the  Journal  of  Bational  Medicine,  also  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica,  &c.,  have  published  accounts  of  this  agent,  as  pro- 
ducing extraordinary  cures  in  chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery,  in 
cases  where  all  other  remedies  bad  failed,  and  in  the  shortest  pos- 
sible time.  It  is  well  adapted  to  relaxed  conditions  generally  of 
the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane,  to  passive  hemorrhage  m)m 
the  stomach,  bowels,  and  to  atonic  dyspepsia.  In  atonic  diarrheas 
of  children,  especially  is  it  worthj  of  notice. 

Blackberry  is  said  to  exert  an  mfluence  over  the  uterus  during 
parturition,  exciting  its  contraction  when  other  remedies  have  failed. 

The  compound  syrup  with  aromatics,  recommended  by  Surg. 
Gen'l.  Finlay,  for  use  in  the  atony  in  chronic  diarrhea,  is  an  ex- 
cellent form  for  its  use.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Solid        "       ''    4  to  6  grains. 

Pills,  2  grains, ♦*    2  to  8. 

Rtunex  Crispus. 

{Yelhw  Dock) 

Astringent  and  gently  tonic,  and  is  supposed  to  possess  an  al- 
terative property.  It  is  said  to  have  proved  useful  in  scrofula  and 
syphilis.  ITie  extract  is  astringent,  alterative,  and  tonic,  uniting 
a  laxative  power  with  these,  and  resembling  rhubarb  iu  its  mode 
of  operation.  It  is  considered  eminently  useful  in  scorbutic,  scro- 
fiilous,  scirrhous,  and  syphilitic  affections,  leprosy,  elephantiasis, 
&C.  Dr.  Salsbury  speaks  of  its  employment  in  cutaneous  erup- 
tions, and  as  having  attracted  considerable  attention  in  the 
treatment  of  itch.     An  ointment  of  nimex  crispxis  and  root-bark 
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of  celastrtis  scandens  is  confidently  aflfinned  by  others,  to  form  an 
infallible  remedy  for  this  disorder. 

Induration  of  Liver. — The  fluid  extract  of  rwmex  criapus^  in 
combination  with  a  small  quantity  of  the  fluid  extract  of  hella- 
donna^  is  useful  in  such  indications,  when  complicated  with  jaun- 
dice, and  causing  dyspepsia  or  palpitation  of  the  heart 

Immediate  eflfects  must  not  be  expected  to  follow  the  use  oi 
this  agent.  Kecently  it  has  been  used  quite  extensively  in  syr- 
ups and  extracts. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Solid        "      "     4  to  8  grains. 

Riimicin  "     4  to  8       *• 

Pills  of  Solid  Extract,  2  grains "     1  to  2. 

Ruta  Q-raveolens. 

{Rue.) 

Emmenagogue,  ecbolic,  anthelmintic,  and  anti-spasmodia  This 
agent  has  been  successfully  employed  in  flatulency,  colic,  hysteria, 
epilepsy,  many  nervous  disorders,  and  nervous  disturbances  caused 
by  worms.  I)r.  Thompson  found  an  enema  of  the  strong  infusion 
of  service  in  convuli«ions  of  children  arising  from  flatulency.  It 
should  he  administered^  in  every  form  with  caution.  In  lar^e  quan- 
tities^ it  operates  as  a  narcotico-acrid  poison. 

If  administered  during  pregnancy^  it  is  very  liable  to  prodv/ce  ab- 
ortion, accompanied  luith  gastro-enteritis  and  cerebral  disturbances. 
In  moderate  doseSy  this  agent  proves  an  emmenagogue,  while  in  large 
doses,  it  determines  irritation  of  the  uterus. 

PBBPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  15  to  60  drops. 

Solid      "        »      2to    4grains. 

Pills,  2  grains "      1  to    2. 

Sabbatia  Angnlaris. 

{Centuary  Bed.) 

An  excellent,  pure,  bitter  tonic,  without  astringenoy. 

Bigelow  readily  attests  its  utility  ;  and  Eberle  considers  it  one 
of  the  most  reliable  of  the  tonic  remedies.  Employed  in  fall  peri- 
odic febrile  diseases,  both  as  a  prophylactic  and  a  remedy ;  useful 
in  dyspepsia  and  convalescence  Irom  fevers ;  but  principally  to 
invigorate  the  stomach  and  alimentary  canal. 

The  fluid  extract  made  into  a  warm  infusion  has  received  con- 
siderable notoriety  lor  discussing  worms,  and  for  restoring  the 
menstrual  secretions.    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  2. 

PBEFARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  -}  to  1  dram. 


84  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE 

Salvia   Officinalis. 

{Sage.) 

Sage  unites  a  slight  degree  of  tonic  powfcr  and  askringency  with 
aromatic  properties.  Beneficial  in  flatulence  connected  with  gastric 
debility,  efficacious  in  restraining  the  exhausting  sweats  of  hectic 
fever,  or  to  allay  nausea.  The  infusion,  which  may  be  prepared 
fix>m  the  fluid  extract,  is  an  excellent  anthelmintic  and  for  the 
purpose  of  causing  diaphoresis  in  some  febrile  complaints,  as  a 
gargle  for  inflammation  and  xdceration  of  the  throat,  and  relaxed 
uvula,  either  alone  or  combined  with  appropriate  remedies^ 

It  has  achieved  considerable  notoriety  in  spermatorrhoea  and  as 
an  antaphrodisiac. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract^ t)ose,  ^  to  1  dram. 


Canadensis. 

{Eldei*  Fhioera.) 

The  fluid  exti-act  of  the  flowers  when  made  into  a  warm  infu- 
sion is  diaphoretic  and  gently  stimulant ;  in  cold  infusion,  diu- 
retic, alterative  and  cooling. 

.  Elder  flowers  may  be  used  in  all  diseases  requiring  such  action^ 
:as  in  hepatic  derangements  of  children,  erysipelatous  diseases,  &c. 

In  erysipelas,  elder  flowers  both  as  a  laxative  and  cooling  med- 
dcine,  are  exceedingly  valuable. 

PREPARATION. 

yiuid  Extract i  to  1  dram. 


Sanguinaria  Canadensis. 

{BhodrooL) 

Acrid  emetic,  with  narcotic  and  stimulant  properties,  expecto- 
rant, sudorific,  alterative,  emmenagogue,  tome,  antiseptic,  deter- 
gent, *escharotic  and  errhine,  according  to  the  mode  in  which  it  is 
enoployed.    It  is  actively  stimulant  in  its  primary  operations. 

La  small  doses,  it  excites  the  stomach,  and  accelerates  the  cir- 
culation; more  largely  given,  produces  nausea  and  consequent 
depression  of  the  pulse ;  and  in  the  full  dose  occasions  active  vom- 
iting. The  effects  of  an  over-dose  are  violent  emesis,  faintness,  a 
burning  sensation  in  the  stomach,  vertigo,  tormenting  thirst,  dim- 
ness of  vision,  and  alarming  prostration. 

The  powder,  applied  to  fungous  growths,  and  indolent  ulcers, 
proves  of  utility,  removing  the  former  bv  its  escharotic  action 
and  creating  in  the  latter  a  new  and  healthy  energy.     The  fluid 
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extract  made  into  an  infusion  with  vinegar  has  been  found  val- 
uable in  removing  ringworms,  warts,  &c. 

"  Bloodroot  has  been  given  in  typhoid  pneumonia,  catarrh,  per- 
tussis,, croup,  phthisis,  pneumonitis,  scarlatina,  rheumatism,  jaun- 
dice, dyspepsia,  hydrothorax,  and  some  other  affections,  either  as 
an  emetic,  nauseant  or  alterative,  and  its  virtues  are  highly  praised 
by  many  judicious  practitioners.  Dr.  Mothershead,  of  Indianap- 
olis, speaks  in  the  strongest  terms  of  its  efficacy  as  an  excitant  to 
the  liver,  given  in  alterative  doses. "  Dr.  K.  G.  Jennings  has  found 
it  more  efficient  as  a  gargle  in  scarlatina  than  any  other  that  he 
has  employed.  Of  the  sanguinarin,  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Lee  says ,  "  It 
axjts  very  beneficially  in  chronic  bronchial  and  hepatic  affections. 
It  seems  to  stimulate  all  the  secretions,  and  will  doubtless,  prove 
a  useful  general  alterative."  Dr.  Branch,  of  S.  C,  has  employed 
bloodroot  in  croup,  and  prefers  it  to  any  other  single  remedy  : 
and,  by  persisting  in  it  till  emesis  is  produced,  he  is  of  opinion 
that  it  prevents  the  formation  of  the  diphtheritic  membranes.  See 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vols.  5  and  6. 

Contra-indications, — All  states  of  high  general  excitement  or 
active  local  inflammation. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  5  to  15  and  40  to  60  drops. 

Solid        '♦       "  itoliand2ito    5  grains. 

Sanguiaarina,  '*  1-30  to  1-10  grain. 

Sanguinarin, "  ^  to    land    i  to    2       " 

Pills  of  Sanguinaria,  \  grain,   "  1  to    3. 

"  "         1  " "  1  to    5. 

"    Sanguinarin,  |      '*      "  1  to    4. 

"  "  1       "      "  Ito    2. 


Scilla  Maritima. 

Squill  is  expectorant,  diuretic,  and  in  large  doses,  emetic  and 
purgative.  It  is  seldom  used  as  an  emetic  or  cathartic,  on  account 
of  its  uncertainty  in  producing  these  effects.  It  is  used  as  a  diu- 
retic in  dropsies,  and  in  chronic  pulmonary  affections,  such  as 
chronic  catarrh,  humid  asthma,  winter  cough,  &c. ;  it  is  also  em- 
ployed as  an  expectorant.  As  an  expectorant  it  is  used  both  in 
cases  of  deficient  and  superabundant  secretion  from  the  bronchial 
mucous  membrane.  Troublesome  vomiting  or  purging  caused  by 
squill  is  best  corrected  by  opium.  It  is  contra-indicated,  where 
there  is  much  inflammation  or  vascular  excitement  It  will  be 
found  usefiil  in  chronic  bronchitis  complicating  emphysema,  and 
in  all  the  forms  of  chronic  and  subacute  catarrh.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  most  usually  combined  with  senega.  It  is  also 
much  employed  as  an  ingredient  in  the  compound  syrup  of  squill 
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which  is  so  popular  a  remedy  in  spasmodic  croup.  In  the  decline 
of  spasmodic  and  even  membranous  croup,  squill  may  be  of  ser- 
vice in  promoting  secretions  from  laryngeal  mucous  membrane. 

As  a  diuretic,  few  medicines  excel  it,  and  hence  it  is  in  univer- 
sal use  for  all  forms  of  dropsy.  Sometimes  it  produces  a  mpid 
evacuation  of  the  water  by  vomiting  and  purging ;  this  is  partic- 
ularly the  case  when  it  is  associated  with  tartar  emetic,  or  with  sa- 
line cathartics.  As  a  general  rule,  it  is  given  in  combination  with 
digitalis  and  hlue  mass,  (of  each,  one  grain  three  or  four  times  a 
day.)  The  calomel  is  supposed  to  excite  absorption,  while  the 
squill  increases  the  secretory  action  of  the  kidneys.  In  order  to 
lessen  its  injurious  action  on  the  stomach,  it  may  be  conjoined 
with  the  aromatic  spimt  of  ammonia.  In  the  hydrocele  of  young 
subjects,  says  Dr.  "Waring,  a  radical  cure  has  occasionally  been  ef- 
fected by  the  local  external  application  of  ac^tum  scillae.  It  causes 
desquamation  and  subsequent  absorption  of  the  fluid.  A  salve 
made  with  powdered  squill  was  anciently  used  as  a  remedy  for 
warts,  and  some  modern  writers  vouch  for  its  efficacy. 

When  used  alone,  its  diuretic  effects  are  seldom  observed,  if 
purging  or  emesis  is  produced,  and  consequently,  when  the  first 
of  these  effects,  be  desired,  the  medicine  should  be  given  in  small 
doses,  and  discontinued  on  occurrence  of  nausea.  In  dysuria,  says 
Dr.  Waiing,  I  have  used  a  combination  of  acetum  scilte,  (fluid 
extract  one  ounce,  diluted  acetic  acid  eight  ounces,)  sp.  ether  nit., 
in  equal  parts,  with  more  uniform  success,  than  any  other  internal 
remedy.  Of  this  mixture,  3  ss  inaq.  anis^  fl  5  y>;  niay  be  repeat- 
ed eveiy  hour. 

Squill  Compound. 

Squill  compound  is  composed  of  squill  and  seneha.  The  prop- 
erties of  these  agents  are  nearly  identical  and,  in  a  conjoined  state, 
become  eminently  valuable  in  catarrhal  and  bronchial  affections 
attended  with  deficient  or  excessive  secretions,  and  in  some  drop- 
sical conditions. 

Incompatibles. — Lime  water,  alkaline  carbonates,  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver, acetate  of  lead. 

PBEPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  Squill, Dose,  expectorant  aud  diuretic,  2  to    6  drops. 

*'         '•       "    emetic, 12  to  24      '' 

'•  ''         '•       Compound"     10  tc  20      '• 

Pills  Squill  Comp.,  (U.  S.  P.,)  3  p:rs, Dose,    2  to    H. 

"      "        »'  and  Ipecac,  (U.  S.  P)  3  grs "       2  to    3. 

Scutellaria  Lateriflora. 

{Scullcap.) 
Scullcap  ranks  among  the  most  valuable  of  its  class — ^nervines. 


• 
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Its  action  is  said  not  to  be  immediate,  but  to  follow  a  persistent 
use.  It  can  be  given  to  all  classes,  in  almost  any  stage  of  disease, 
with  safety.  It  possesses  not  only  a  remarkable  power  of  control- 
ling nervous  excitability,  as  maniiested  in  patients  of  an  ii'ritable 
temperament  when  fatigued,  over-excited,  or  suffering  from  slight 
physical  derangements.  But  its  most  valuable  properties  are  de- 
veloped in  several  cases,  as  when  the  most  active  and  potent 
means  are  required  in  delirium  tremens,  tic-douloreux,  St  Vitus's 
dance,  convulsions,  tetanus,  as  well  as  the  ordinary  diseases  of  the 
nerves.  Those,  who  have  long  used  the  plant,  claim  for  it  tonic 
properties,  which  give  strength  as  well  as  quiet  to  the  system,  su- 
dorific and  diuretic  powers,  and  that  it  never  leaves  the  system  in 
an  excited  and  irritable  condition  when  its  effects  have  passed  off, 
as  often  occurs  with  other  nervines. 

This  article  has  proved  especially  useful  in  chorea,  convulsions, 
Iremors,  intermittent  fever,  neuralgia,  and  all  nervous  affections 
In  delirium  tremens,  using  it  freely  will  soon  produce  a  calm  sleep. 
"Where  teething  has  impaired  the  health  oi  children,  it  may  be 
^ven  with  advantage.  In  all  cases  of  nervous  excitability,  rest- 
lessness or  wakefulness,  attended  with  acute  or  chronic  diseases,  or 
from  other  causes,  it  may  be  taken  freely  with  every  expectation 
ol  beneficial  results. 

Dr.  Bates,  in  a  communication  to  the  Boston  Medical  Journal, 
fiays  he  has  used  it  with  general  success  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases attended  with  nervous  irritation,  irritability,  restlessness,  &c. 
In  the  treatment  of  children  it  is  invaluable  for  allaying  these 
symptoms.  The  dose  is  a  teaspoonful,  repeated  as  often  as  the  cir- 
■cumstances  or  indications  requira  It  may  be  relied  upon  in  some 
forms  of  hysteria.  Patients  convalescing  from  typnoid  fevers, 
pneumonitis,  arthritis,  &c.,  or  any  disease,  with  those  symptoms, 
will  be  shortly  relieved  by  one  or  two  teaspoonfals  of  this  prepar- 
ation* I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  those,  who  give  it  a  fair 
trial,  will  find  it  efficient  in  the  treatment  of  many  diseases,  for  the 
relief  of  which  small  doses  of  opium  are  frequently  given,  without 
any  of  its  -unpleasant  consequences. 

PREPARATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Scullcap Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

"  "        Compound **     i  to  1 

Scutellarin "     2  to  6  grains. 

Pills  of  Scutellarin,  1  grain '*     2  to  6. 

Secale  Oereale.    (Secale  Oomutum.) 

{Ergot,  Spurred  or  Smut  Bye.) 
Narcotic,  styptic,  and  ecbolic.     Used  on  account  of  its  power 
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of  promoting  uterine  contraction  in  languid  natural  labors.  Ad- 
ministered to  facilitate  abortion  when  it  has  commenced,  also  to 
check  uterine  hemorrhage  in  the  gravid  or  non-gravid  state.  It 
has  proved  serviceable  in  hemorrhage  from  other  organs,  as  the 
lungs,  stomach,  and  m  retained  placenta.  It  has  been  recommended 
in  small  doses  in  painful  dismenorrhea,  where  membranous  shreds 
pass  oflF;  also  in  gonorrhea,  gleet,  chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery^ 
paraplegia,  paralysis  or  debility  of  the  bladder,  and  of  the  rectum^ 
spermatorrhea,  hysteria  and  intermittent  fever. 

A  dangerous  poison  if  taken  into  the  body  mixed  with  food, 
producing  violent  spasmodic  convulsions,  and  dry  gangrene ;  if 
taken  in  very  large  doses,  giddiness,  headache,  and  flushed  face 
are  produced,  together  with  pain  and  spasms  in  the  stomach,  nau- 
sea and  vomiting,  with  colic,  purging,  and  a  sense  of  weight  and 
weariness  of  the  limbs :  in  pregnant  women  it  is  found  to  excite 
uterine  action  in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  bringing  on  abortion, 
or  facilitating  parturition ;  hence,  ergot  is  called  by  Dr.  Pereira,  a 
parturifacient  In  medicine  it  is  extensively  employed  to  pro- 
mote uterine  pains  during  the  process  of  parturition,  to  produce  the 
expulsion  of  the  placenta,  contraction  of  the  uterus,  and  to  stop 
uterine  hemorrhage.  To  a  more  limited  extent  it  has  been  usea^ 
and,  as  it  is  said,  with  advantage,  in  epistaxis,  hemoptysis,  hema- 
turia, and  hematemesis,  to  expel  clots  and  polypus  from  the  uterus,, 
leucorrhea,  puerperal  convulsions,  and  amenorrhea. 

Dr.  Montgomery,  of  Madras,  speaks  in  favor  of  the  ethereal 
preparation  of  ergot.  In  the  American  Medical  Monthly^  Dr.  0. 
H.  Smith  says  that  he  looks  upon  ergot  as  almost  a  specific  for 
mania-a-potu.  He  gave  the  tinct.  in  half  teaspoonful  doses.  Prof. 
Baker  states  that  he  never  knew  ergot  to  fail  in  giving  relief  to  re- 
tention of  urine  after  labor. 

Dr.  Meigs  advises  that  it  should  be  given  at  the  moment,  or 
just  after  parturition,  in  order  to  secure  a  permanent  contraction 
of  the  uterus,  especially  in  women  subject  to  hemorrhage.  Dr. 
C.  L.  Mitchell  used  ergot,  satisfactorily,  in  spermatorrhea,  admin- 
istering it  daily  in  doses  of  one-half  .dram  to  a  dram.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  3  and  5. 

Oonira-indicattOTis, — Kigidity  of  the  uterus ;  deformity  of  pelvis ; 
mal-presentation ;  serious  obstacles  to  delivery ;  morbid  adhesion 
of  placenta,  &c. 

PBEPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract,  Ethoroal Dose,  |  to  1  dram 


Senecio  Aureus. 

{Life  Boot) 
A  certain  diuretic  and  diaphoretic.     Life  root  has  proved  an 
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excellent  medicine  in  gravel  and  other  urinary  affections,  either 
alone,  or  given  in  comination  with  other  diuretics ;  and  is  said  to 
be  a  specific  in  strangury.  The  extract  is  a  powerful  emmena- 
gogue,  when  given  in  the  form  of  warm  infusion. 

Life  root  possesses  pectoral  and  tonic'  properties  also ;  may  be 
given  with  advantage  in  pulmonary  and  hepatic  affections.  As  a 
nervine,  said  to  be  efficacious  in  allaying  nervous  irritation  of  the 
system  generally,  more  particularly  for  syphilitic. and  irritative 
cough. 

In  the  treatment  of  female  diseases,  it  is  deemed  a  most  valua- 
ble remedy. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Eitract Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Senecin "      3  to  5  grains. 

Simaruba  Excelsa. 

( Quassia.) 

Bitter  tonic  and  stomachic,  febrifuge  and  anthelmintic.  Quas- 
sia possesses  many  advantages  over  other  vegetable  bitters ;  it  is 
free  from  all  constipating  properties ;  it  is  purely  tonic,  invigo- 
rating the  digestive  organs,  with  very  little  increase  of  circulation, 
or  increase  of  animal  heat  It  is  used  sometimes  in  remittent  and 
intermittent  fevers,  likewise  in  dyspepsia,  debility  from  exhaust- 
ing diseases,  and  is  advantageous  as  an  anthelmintic. 

Dr.  Lettsom  states  that  he  has  administered  quassia  with  emi- 
nent success,  in  low  remittent  and  nervous  fevers,  and,  that  too, 
after  cinchona  had  failed  him.  It  is  strongly  recommended,  by 
the  same  authority,  in  the  advanced  stage  of  diarrhea.  Dr.  War- 
ing regards  it  as  almost  a  specific  against  lumbrici ;  the  extract 
must  be  given  three  or  four  days  consecutively,  and  then  followed 
by  a  brisk  purge. 

Incompatibles. — Nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  &c. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Solid     .    "       "     2  to  5  grains. 

Pills,  I'grain "         3  to  5. 

Smilax  Officinalis. ' 

{Sarsaparilla,) 

Sai'saparilla  is  generally  considered  as  an  alterative,  although 
stated  by  some  to  possess  diuretic,  diaphoretic  and  emetic  properties. 

This  agent  possesses  a  high  reputation  as  an  alterative,  in  the 
treatment  of  chronic  rheumatism,  scrofulous  affections,  cutaneous 
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affections,  inveterate  syphilis,  pseudo-syphilis,  syphiloid  diseases 
generally,  and  struma  in  all  its  forms. 

It  possesses  the  power  of  purifying  the  blood,  regulating  the 
secretions,  and  comporting  as  a  general  alterative.  It  will  be 
found  to  be  highly  advantageous  in  the  treatment  of  that  shattered 
state  of  the  system  which  oftentimes  follows  an  imprudent  use  of 
mercury  in  syphilitic  affections,  as  also  in  that  depraved  condition 
of  the  general  health  to  which  it  is  difficult  to  apply  a  name. 

It  has  also  been  advised  in  chronic  rheumatism,  cutaneous  dis- 
eases, passive  and  general  dropsy,  gonorrheal  neuralgia,  and  other 
depraved  conditions  of  the  system,  where  an  alterative  is  required. 

Incompatibles, — Infusion  of  galls,  lime-water,  acetate  of  lead. 

Sarsaparilla    Compound. 

In  this  compound  sarsaparilla  is  conjoined  with  Pi^inces  pine, 
Hquorice,  mezereon,  sassafras,  yellow  dock,  and  biUersweet 

It  possesses  the  power  of  increasing  the  secretions  generally, 
and  may  be  employed  with  much  confidence  in  those  cachectic 
conditions  of  the  body  dependent  on  cutaneous  diseases,  scorbutus, 
syphilis,  ulcers,  &c. 

Sarsaparilla    and    Dandelion. 

Alterative  and  moderately  tonic  and  aperient.  The  uses  of  this 
compound  will  readily  be  suggested. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,  American, Dose,  1  dram. 

'♦  "  Kio  Negro "  1      *• 

Compound,  (U.  &  P.,) "  1      " 

'*  "  and  Dandelion, "  1      " 

Solid  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,  American, "  6  to  20  grains. 

Compound, ...  "  5  to  20      " 

Rio  Negro,  "  6  to  20      ♦' 

.    "         Compound, "  5  to  20      '• 

Pills  of  each  of  the  Solid  Extracts,  3  grains, "  2  to    5. 

Solanum  Dulcamara. 

(  Bittersweet ) 

Narcotic,  alterative,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  and  slightly  tonic. 
Dulcamara  has  been  chiefly  used  in  cutaneous  and  syphilitic  dis- 
eases, rheumatic  and  cachectic  affections,  ill-conditioned  ulcers, 
scrofula,  indurations  from  milk,  leuchorrhea,  jaundice,  and  ob- 
structed mensraation ;  but  it  is  now  mainly  confined  to  the  treat- 
ment of  cutaneous  eruptions,  particularly  those  of  a  scaly  charac- 
ter, as  lepra,  psoriasis,  and*  pityriasis.  In  these  complaints  it  is  of- 
ten beneficial,  especially  with  minute  doses  of  the  antimonials.  It 
is  said  to  have  been  beneficially  employed  in  chronic  rheumatism, 
and  chronic  catarrh.     When  taken  in  over-doses  it  produces  nau- 
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sea,  vomiting,  vertigo,  and  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles.  'With 
many  persons,  the  face  and  hands  become  purplish,  and  the  circu- 
lation depressed  while  under  its  influence.  Antaphrodisiac  pro- 
perties are  claimed  for  it,  and  it  has  proved  useful  in  mania,  in 
which  the  venereal  functions  were  strongly  excited.  Equal  parts 
of  solanum,  rumex,  and  siillingia,  made  into  a  syrup,  form  a  val- 
uable preparation  for  scrofulous  affections,  as  well  as  syphilitic. 

It  is  employed  externally  in  the  form  of  ointment,  as  a  discu- 
tient  to  painful  tumors,  also  to  some  forms  of  cutaneous  diseases, 
ulcers,  and  erysipelatous  affections.  It  has  been  thought  to  be 
most  evidently  useful  in  those  cases  of  pulmonary  diseases,  which 
have  followed  directly  upon  the  sudden  disappearance  of  a  cutane- 
ous eruption.  To  its  sedative  virtues  may  be  ascribed  its  efficiency 
in  rendering  coughing  less  frequent  and  severe ;  in  allaying  the 
spasmodic  action  produced  by  emphysema  and  whooping-cough, 
and  its  reputed  curing  of  certain  cases  of  phthisis. 

The  most  inveterate  cases,  says  Gardner,  of  pustular,  vesicular, 
as  well  as  scaly  eruptions,  yield  to  its  influence,  when  j)ersevering- 
ly  administered.  Its  utility  in  chronic  eczema,  acne,  impetigo  of 
face,  and  ecthyma  vulgare,  in  persons  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  is 
highly  recommended. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  t6  1  dram. 

Solid        **      "    3  to  8  grains. 

Pills,   2   grains, "    2  to  4. 

Solidago  Odota. 

(Oolden   Bod) 

The  extract  is  aromatic,  moderately  stimulant  and  carminative ; 
and  diaphoretic  when  given  in  wann  infusion.  It  may  be  used 
to  relieve  pain  arising  from  flatulency,  to  allay  nausea,  and  to 
mask  the  taste  or  correct  the  operation  of  unpleasant  medi- 
cines, such  as  laudanum,  castor  oil,  etc.  Sometimes  employed  as 
an  astringent  in  dysentery  and  ulceration  of  the  intestines,  diarrhea 
and  cholera  mbrbus. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose  i  to  1  dram. 

Spigelia   Marilandica. 

{Pink  Boot) 

This  plant  is  a  well-known  indigenous  anthelmintic,  possessed 
of  narcotic  and  cathartic  powers.  Dr.  Barton  found  it  also  useful 
in  the  fevers  of  children,  not  proceeding  from  verminous  irritation, 
as  from  those,  for  instance,  consequent  upon  hydrocephalus. 
When  a  fall  dose  is  given  at  night,  it  is  well  to  follow  it  by  a 
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purge  in  the  morning.  It  is  usually  combined  with  senna  or 
some  other  cathartic,  to  insure  its  action  on  the  bowels.  The  pink 
root  compound  is  composed  of  the  same  ingredients  as  those  that 
enter  into  the  well-known  woi'm  tea. 

In  large  doses  it  is  apt  to  purge,  and  likewise  produce  symptoms 
of  narcotism,  exciting  the  circulation,  determining  the  blood  to 
the  brain,  giving  rise  to  vertigo,  dimness  of  vision,  dilated  pupils, 
spasms  of  the  facial  muscles,  and  sometimes  even  causing  con- 
vulsions. Spasmodic  movements  of  the  eyelids  are  among  its 
most  common  attendants.  These  narcotic  effects  are  less  liable  to 
occur  when  the  medicine  purges,  and  are  entirely  obviated  by 
combining  it  with  cathartics.  Barton  long  ago,  said  "  It  may  be 
doubted  whether  there  is  in  the  whole  series  of  anthelmintics  yet 
known  a  more  efficacious  remedy  against  worms."  Dewees  styles 
it  "  The  most  decidedly  efficacious  remedy."  Eberle  says  "  It 
seldom  fails." 

It  appears  to  act  strictly  as  a  vermicide.  Dr.  Pereira's  testimo- 
ny in  favor  of  spigelia,  particularly  against  lumbrici,  is  very  strong. 
Though  popularly  deemed  dangerous,  he  states,  of  the  many  hun- 
dred cases  in  which  he  employed  it,  in  no  one  instance  did  he  wit- 
ness any  unpleasant  consequences. 

Stills  adds  that  the  alterative  and  tonic  effects  of  this  medicine 
are  not  as  fully  appreciated  as  they  deserve  to  be. 

St>igelia  and  Senna. 

This  fluid  extmct  is  a  very  agreeable  and  gmteful  medicine ; 
possessing  both  purgative  and  anthelmintic  properties.  The  dose 
for  an  adult  is  fi-om  two  to  four  drams.  It  is  a  popular  and  effi- 
cient medicine  for  children  troubled  with  woiTiis  and  torpidity  of  the 
bow^els. 

Spigelia    Compound. 

Composed  of  pink  root,  senna,,  savin,  and  manna.  Active  cat 
thartic  and.  vermifuge.  This  compound  is  decidedly  a  pleasan- 
and  efficient  medicine,  in  those  states  of  the  system  produced  by 
worms,  which  resemble  infantile  remittents,  and  other  febrile  dis- 
eases. 

PREP  A  RATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Pink  Root, Dose,  ^  to  1^  drams. 

"  Compound "     ^  to  2 

"         andSenna, "     i  to  1        ** 


Spiraea   Tomentosa. 

(Hardhack.) 


Ilardhack  is  tonic  and  astringent.     It  is  regarded  as  an  excellent 
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medicine  in  diarrhea,  cholera  infantum,  and  other  complaints  in 
which  astringents  are  indicated.  It  possesses  one  advantage  over 
many  agents  of  its  class,  in  that  it  is  less  apt  to  disagree  with  the 
stomach.  As  a  tonic,  it  may  be  given  with  benefit  in  cases  ol 
debility,  with  want  of  appetite.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
voL  1. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  4  to  20  drops. 

Pills.  2  grains, "     1  to    4. 


Statice   Caroliniana. 

{Marsh  Rosemary^ 

Statice  is  powerfully  astringent  In  large  doses  it  acts  as  an 
emetic,  and  m  smaller  quantities,  as  a  powerful  expectorant ;  it 
also  possesses  considerable  antiseptic  power. 

It  may  be  used  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  kino  and  catechu  ' 
are  given ;  good  application  in  aphthous  and  ulcerative  affections 
of  the  mouth  and  fauces.     It  is  said  to  be  highly  useftil  in    cy 
nanche  maligna,  both  as  an  internal  and  local  remedy. 

Dr.  Balies,  of  Massachusetts,  found  it  highly  serviceable  in  this 
disease.  It  is  also  given  with  advantage  in  ^.  Anginosa,  and  in 
apthous  fevers  attendsiixt  on  dysentery. 

Prof  V.  Mx>tt,  from  experimental  knowledge,  confidently 
speaks  of  its  service  in  chronic  dysentery  after  the  inflammatoiy 
symptoms  had  subsided.  Drs.  Bigelow  and  E.  Parish  make 
favorable  mention  of  it  in  the  same  complaint. 

Maybe  employed  in  the  form  of  extract,  infusion  or  decoction. 
It  will  be  found  efficacious  in  dian-hea  and  dysentery,  particularly 
in  the  latter  stages.  The  decoction  is  useful  as  an  injection  in 
chronic  gonorrhea,  gleet,  leucorrhea,  prolapsus  ani  and  uteri, 
and  in  some  ophthalmic  affections.  See  Journal  of  Materia.  Med- 
ica, voL  1. 

PREPARATION. 

•  Fluid  Extract, Dose,  15  to  40  drops. 


Stillingia  Sylvatica. 

{SHllingia,) 

In  large  doses,  it  is  emetic  and  cathartic ;  in  small  doses,  altera 
tive,  with  marked  influence  over  the  secretions,  which  is  unsur- 
passed by  any  other  known  alterative.  It  was  first  introduced  to 
the  notice  of  the  profession  by  Dr.  T.  Y.  Simons  of  South  CaroUna, 
as  a  valuable  alterative  remedy  in  syphilitic  affections  and  others 
ordinarily  requiring  the  use  of  mercury.  From  the  reports  of 
those  who  have  given  it  a  trial,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  of  its 
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valuable  properties ;  indeed,its  friends  claim  ior  it  no  rival  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom,  in  the  treatment  of  secondary  syphilis,  scrofu- 
la, cutaneous  diseases,  chronic  hepatic  aflfections,  and  other  com- 
plainti^  ordinarily  benefited  by  alteratives. 

It  seems  to  act  prominently  upon  the  glandular  and  cutaneous 
system ;  and  in  the  treatment  of  glandular  enlargements,  it  is  usu- 
ally combined  with  tonics  and  other  agents  capable  of  equalizing 
the  nervous  circulation.  In  scorbutic  aflFections,  in  combination 
with  Phytolacca^  rumex,  and  btue  flag,  it  has  given  great  satis- 
faction. 

In  the  form  of  flmd  extract,  combined  with  oils  of  anise  or  car- 
away, it  has  been  found  very  beneficial  in  chronic  laryngeal  and 
bronchial  affections,  and  in  leucorrhoea. 

As  an  external  stimulating  application,  the  oil  will  be  found 
valuable  in  many  instances. 

One  drop  of  it  placed  upon  the  tongue,  and  repeated  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  is  reported  to  have  proved  successful  in  cases 
of  severe  croup. 

Stillingia  Compound. 

A  compound  fluid  extract  is  prepared,  containing  stillingia,  tur- 
key com,  blue  flag,  Princess  pine,  prickly  ash,  bittersweet,  conium  and 
ginger,  and  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  potent  remedies  in  all 
chronic  diseasea  It  fiilfills  most  of  the  indications  of  mercury. 
Eminently  fitted  for  the  legion  of  disorders  which  require  altera- 
tive treatment  The  office  of  prickly  ash  is  to  stimulate  and  im- 
part strength  to  mucous  tissues ;  to  give  increased  vitality  to  the 
system  generally. 

PREPARATIONS 


Fluid  Extract|[of  StillingiA Dose,  20  to  40  drops. 

**  "         Compound **      ^  to    1  dram. 

Stillingin "      2  to    5  grains. 

Pills  of  Stillingin,  1  grain • **      2  to    5. 

Strychnos  Ignatii. 

{Ignatia  Amara — St,  Ignatius  Bean.) 

The  ignatia  is  allied,  both  in  botanic  and  medical  properties,  to 
the  nux  vomica,  strychnia  being  the  active  principle  of  each. 

The  specific  use  of  the  ignatia  may  be  stated  thus : — It  has  a 
tonic,  stimulating  eflfect  on  all  the  organs  under  the  influence  of 
the  ganglionic  system  of  nerves,  by  its  acting  directly  upon  them, 
exciting  and  equalizing  their  weakened  and  disturbed  action,  and 
consequently  restoring  to  their  equilibrium  the  digestive  func- 
tions. 

That  condition  of  the  body,  indicated  by  a  great  number  and 
variety  of  symptoms  called  dyspepsia,  is  clearly  dependent  upon 
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weakened  and  imperfect  action  of  the  digestive  organs.  The  or- 
gan of  the  digestive  apparatus,  in  consequence  of  its  direct  expo- 
sure to  so  many  irritating  substances,  ana  its  intimate  sjrmpathetie 
communications,  is  affected  with- many  forms  of  subacute  and 
chronic  gastric  irritation,  and  inflammation,  giving  rise  to  general 
weakness  uneasiness  of  body,  and  a  host  of  distressing  sensations^ 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  moral  and  intellectual  faculties  are,  in 
their  turn,  liable  to  be  affected  by  these  disordered  functions. 
The  stomach  and  duodenum  are  the  most  eminent  of  the  digestive 
organs,  and  these  are  connected  together,  as  well  as  combined 
with  all  their  congeries  appropriated  to  the  perfect  elaboration  of 
the  nutritive  and  sustaining  principles  of  the  economy,  by  the 
mglionary  system  of  nerves.  The  stomach  is  the  centre  of  the 
iigestive  apparatus,  and  owes  this  character  to  its  intimate  union 
with  the  great  solar  plexus,  the  centre  of  the  brain  if  it  may  be 
so  termed,  of  the  ganglionary  system,  regulating  tiie  nutritive 
functions.  It  is  very  clear,  therefore,  that  excesses  of  any  kind, 
or  modes  of  life,  that  do  not  give  these  organs  their  appropriate 
play,  or  weaken  it  by  over-action,  and  so,  in  either  case,  destroy^ 
mg  the,  equilibrium  of  the  functions,  must  tend,  to  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  to  deaden  the  action  of  this  entire  system  of  nerves. 
In  connection  with  this  fact,  we  have  it  clearly  shown,  by  experi- 
ment, that  the  strychnine  combinations  act  mainly,  if  not  exclu- 
sively, on  this  system  of  nerves ;  and  the  philosophic  adaption  of 
the  remedy  to  the  disease  is  evident  in  the  numerous  symptoms 
evincing  a  derangement  of  the  digestive  apparatus  in  the  cases  of 
persons  having  oeen  overcome,  and  the  system  restored  to  a 
healthy  tone  by  the  use  of  the  ignatia. 

The  ignatia  appears  to  be  used  quite  indiscriminately  in  the 
countries  where  it  is  a  native,  though  how  far,  beyond  what  has 
been  stated,  it  is  useful  as  a  remedial  agent  remains  to  be  shown 
from  the  experiments  of  our  hospital  and  other  practitioners. 
The  large  amount  of  strychnia  in  the  ignatia  calls  for  great  care 
in  administering  it,  and  also  for  especial  attention  on  the  part  of 
the  profession  towards  discovering  some  available  antidote  for  the 
poison  when*  taken  in  the  pure  alkali  or  in  its  combinations. 
Olive  oilj  lardy  and  morphine  have  been  used^  as  also  chlorine, 
bromine  and  iodine,  in  the  endeavor  to  form  an  insoluble  salt  with 
the  strychnia ;  but  the  absolute  necessity  of  immediate  action  has 
given  these  antidotes  only  indifferent  success.  See  Journal  Materia 
Medica,  March,  lb58. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, .Dose,  5  to  10  drops. 

Solid        **  "     i  to  H  grains. 

Pills,  i  grain, **     1  to    3. 
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Stryclinos  Nux  Vomica. 

{Nux   Vomica,) 

Possesses  tonic  and  other  propertiea  It  exerts  its  influence 
principally  on  the  cerebral  system,  and  the  nerves  of  naotion,  prob- 
ably through  the  medium  oi  the  spinal  marrow. 

Paralysis. — The  first  suggestion  of  this  remedy  for  paralysis 
was  made  by  Fouquier,  in  1811.  His  experience  taught  nim  that 
it  must  be  used  with  great  circumspection  in  paralysis  depending 
on  lesions  of  the  brain  or  spinal  marrow,  and  that  its  power  was 
chiefly  manifested  in  functional  forms  of  the  disease,  or  peripheral 
paralysis,  produced  by  venereal  excesses,  abuse  of  opium,  alcoholic 
intoxication,  lead  poisoning,  anger,  firight,  gout,  and  rheumatism, 
concussion  of  the  spinal  marrow,  hysteria,  &c.  As  early  as 
1823,  Andral  showed  its  power  in  lead  palsy.  In  1830 
Dr.  Geddings,  of  South  Carolina,  reported  several  cases  of  pa- 
ralysis from  drunkenness  cured  by  this  medicina  In  the  same 
year,  Dr.  J.  L.  Bardsley  published  an  account  of  his  success  in 
a  large  number  of  cases,  pointing  out  its  peculiar  value  in 
those  cases  unconnected  with  lesions  of  the  nervous  centres,  and 
especially  in  paraplegia-  The  administration  of  stiychnia  in 
paralytic  affections  should  be  very  cautiously  oonductea  Begin- 
ning with  one-twentieth,  or  from  that  to  one-twelfth  of  a  grain 
daily,  the  dose  may  be  gradually  increased  until  some  jerking  or 
tension  is  felt  in  the  paralyzed  muscles.  At  this  point  the  agent 
may  be  suspended,  or  its  quantity  diminished. 

Amaurosis. — ^Dr.  Middlemore,  of  Birmingham,  also  Short, 
LiSTON,  Guthrie,  &a,  recommend  this  agent  in  amaurosis.  Dr. 
M.  found  but  slight  advantage  from  its  internal  use,  but  preferred 
its  endermic  application  to  a  blistered  surface  above  the  eyebrow. 
He  commenced  with  the  daily  application  of  a  quarter  of  a  grain, 
and  gradually  increased  this  quantity  to  two  grains,  keeping  the 
blister  open  by  a  dressing  of  savin  cemte.  Petrequin'  cured 
several  cases  under  similar  conditions. 

Prolapsus  of  the  Rectum, — Schwartz  used  in  this  complaint, 
the  extract  of  nux  vomica  with  great  advantage,  both  for  children 
and  adults.  For  the  former,  he  dissolved  two  grains  in  two  drams 
of  water,  and  of  this  solution  gave  two  or  three  drops  to  infants, 
and  from  six  to  fifteen  drops  to  older  children.  DuCHAUSSOY 
used  strychnia  with  perfect  success  in  a  case  of  four  years  stand- 
ing. Mr.  A.  Johnson  effected  a  cure  by  applying  one  six- 
teenth of  a  grain  of  strychnia  upon  a  blistered  surface  over  the 
coccyx.  Koch,  of  Stuttgart,  was  successfiil  in  a  case  of  fifteen 
years  duration,  by  means  of  injections  of  cold  water  contain- 
ing twelve  drops  of  the  tincture  of  nux  vomica.  This  remedy  is 
said  to  be  useful  for  incontinence  of  urine,  and  retention  of  unne- 


JOURNAL   OF   MATERIA  MEDIOA.  67 

Sexual  ^impotence  has  been  successftiUy  ti'eated  with  strychnia. 
In  chorea,  there  is  strong  evidence  of  its  anti-spasmodic  virtues. 
Numerous  Cases  of  chorea  are  reported  as  having  been  cured  by 
this  agent  In  epilepsy,  nux  vomica  was  asserted,  in  the  time  of 
Murray,  to  be  a  valuable  remedy.  Spasm  of  the  oesophagus  is 
reported  as  cured  by  this  drug.  Several  authors  recommend  nux 
vomica  in  intermittent  fever.  In  many  forms  of  dyspepsia,  this 
medicine  is  extremely  useful. 

Oonatipation. — "Nux  vomica,"  says  Dr.  Copland,  "has  been 
useful  in  cases  depending  on  deficient  tone  of  the  muscular  coat  of 
the  large  bowels,  in  combination  with  a  pill  of  aloes  and  myrrh, 
or  with  the  compound  extract  otcohcynthy  Trousseau  recom- 
mends strychnia  particularly  for  the  sluggishness  of  the  bowels 
which  afiects  old  persons,  or  those  who  have  become  prematurely 
feeble,  and  whose  digestion  is  consequently  sluggish  and  laborious. 
Webber  confirms  these  statements,  adding  that  minute  doses  act 
more  efficiently  than  larger  ones.  Homolle  is  stated  not  only  to 
have  relieved,  or  removed,  by  its  means,  impacted  faeces,  but  act- 
ually to  have  relieved  strangulated  hernia,  when  the  necessity  of 
an  operation  seemed  inevitable.  Sopez's  testimony  is  similar. 
The  tonic  influence  of  this  agent  upon  the  bowels  is  manifest  in 
some  forms  of  dysentery.  Eecamier  prescribed  it  with  advan- 
tage in  chronic  aiarrhoea  Nux  vomica  was  long  recommended 
as  a  remedy  for  lumbrici,  associated  with  drastic  cathartics. 

Aniviotes, — Morpha  is  probably  the  best.  Camphor  and  sweet 
oil  have  been  advised  as  antidotes,  but  further  investigations  are 
required  before  they  can  confidently  be  relied  upon.  M.  Duclos 
states  that  under  the  influence  of  positive  electricity,  the  symp- 
toms of  poisoning  by  strychnia  increase,  while  they  lessen,  or  cease 
altogether,  when  negative  electricity  is  applied. — King. 

PBEPA  RATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  6  to  16  drops. 

Solid        "       **     i  to  1  grain. 

Pills,  4  and  \  grain (i  grain),     "     1  to  4. 

SymphytTim   Officinale. 

{Comfrey,) 

Comfrey  is  demulcent,  and  somewhat  astringent 
The  therapeutic  effects  of  comfrey  are  due  to  its  mucilaginous 
properties,  which  act  upon  mucous  membanes.  Internally,  it  is 
employed  with  markedly  good  effects  in  pulmonary  and  other 
complaints  in  which  these  tissues  are  implicated.  It  belongs  to 
that  class  of  agents,  by  which  scrofulous  and  anaemic  conditions 
are  beneficially  treatecL 
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Useful  in  diarrhea,  dysentery,  coughs,  hemoptysis,  other  pulmo- 
nary affections,  and  in  leucorrhea  and  female  debility. 

PBEPABATION. 

Fluid  Extract, '. , .  .Dose,  2  to  4  drams. 


Symplocarpus  FoBtidus. 

{Skunk    Cabbage.) 

Skunk  cabbage  is  stimulant,  anti-spasmodic,  and  narcotic. 

In  large  doses,  it  will  occasion  nausea,  vomiting,  vertigo  and 
dimness  of  vision.  The  root  is  officinal,  though  the  seeds  and 
roots  are  equally  powerful ;  possessing  when  fresh,  an  acid  taste. 

The  leaves,  when  bruised,  form  a  very  good  stimulating  ap- 
plication to  blisters. 

It  was  introduced  at  first  as  a  remedy  for  asthma,  and  it  has  since 
been  considered  an  excellent  remedy  in  catarrh,  chronic  coughs, 
hysteric  paroxysms,  dropsy,  rheumatism,  and  even  epilepsy. 

Its  expectorant  qualities  have  rendered  it  useful  in  whooping- 
cough,  and  pulmonary  affections. 

PREPARATION. 

Pluid  Extract, Dose,  20  to  80  drops. 


Tanacetmn  Vulgare. 

(lansy.) 

Aromatic  tonic,  and  anthelmintic.  In  the  warm  infusion,  posses- 
sing both  emmenagogue  and  diaphoretic  properties. 

Some  authors  claim  for  tansy  a  moderate  stimulance  to  the  ali- 
mentary tuba  In  over-doses,  baneful  consequences  follow  its  use. 
In  small  doses,  it  will  befound  useful  in  convalescence  from  ex- 
hausting diseases,  in  hysteria,  and  dyspepsia  complicated  with 
flatulency.  The  vinous  preparation  is  said  to  be  beneficial  in 
strangury,  and  in  debility  oi  the  kidneys. 

Tansy  is  "regarded  especially  serviceable  in  worms.  Dubois, 
Burgeois,  and  Geoffrey  attest  its  real  value  as  a  vermifuga  Hoff- 
mann deems  an  enema  of  milk  and  tansy  as  one  of  the  best 
means  of  destroying  ascarides.  Dubois  relates  a  case  of  taenia 
which  was  cured  by  this  drug.  Schenkius,  by  its  use,  produced 
the  expulsion  of  more  than  one  hundred  lumbricL  Among  other 
complaints  in  which  its  remedial  virtues  have  been  tested,  are 
rheumatism,  gout,  irregular  or  suppressed  menstruation. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  |  to  1  dram. 


JOURNAL   OF   MATERIA  MEDICA,  99 

Taraxacmn   Dens-Leonis. 

{Dandelion.) 

One  of  the  most  valuable  properties  of  dandelion  consists  in  its 
local  action  on  the  liver;  a  torpid  state-  of  this  organ  produces 
those  symptoms  which  are  known  as  bilious.  A  disordered  state 
of  the  liver  is  intimately  related  to  that  most  common  of  all  dis- 
eases, dyspepsia.  The  bile,  wh^ch  is  naturally  stimulus  in  pro- 
moting peristaltic  action  of  the  bowels,  is  increased  when  defi- 
cient, and  improved  when  vitiated;  various  medical  authors 
mention  its  use  and  success  in  deranged  conditions  of  the  diges- 
tive organs  connected  with  an  abnormal  state  of  the  liver,  and  in 
dropsical  effusions  arising  from  the  same  cause. 

A  peculiar  nervous  susceptibility  common  among  dyspeptics, 
caused  by  the  action  of  unhealthy  acrid  bile  upon  the  irritable 
mucous  surface  of  the  bowels,  in  which  a  variety  of  distressing 
apprehensions  occur,  such  as  sudden  death,  approaching  illness,  or 
great  peraonal  danger,  t<)gether  with  an  utter  inability  of  fixing 
the  attention  upon  any  subject,  or  engaging  in  any  thing  that  de- 
mands exertion,  may  be  relieved  or  entirely  cured  by  a  faithful 
use  of  the  extract 

Its  use  in  jaundice  has  been  highly  extolled  by  many  writers  ol 
established  reputation,  and  is  sustained  by  the  experience  of  phy- 
sicians of  the  present  day. 

As  an  aperient  it  acts  gently  and  without  weakening  the  system. 

In  promotmg  healthy  secretions  and  restoring  the  various  func- 
tions of  the  system  to  a  state  of  health  and  vigor,  it  is  unsurpassed 
by  any  other  medicinal  agent. 

Taraxacum  and  Senna. 

This  preparation  is  in  favor  with  many  practitioners  as  an  anti- 
bilious  purgative.  It  is  used  successfully  with  children,  readily 
taken  by  them,  seldom  producing  pain  or  nausea,  and  not  likely 
to  cause  constipation.  This  extract  is  largely  employed  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  castor  oil. 

Taraxacum   Compound.  ^ 

Compounded  of  dandelion^  mandrake  and  coniura.  This  com- 
pound appears  to  be  indicated  in  a  large  number  of  widely  di- 
versified complaints,  such  as  torpidity  of  the  liver,  bowels,  and  of 
secretions  and  functions  generally,  in  syphilis,  cutaneous  and 
strumous  affections,  and  when  a  salutary  change  in  any  disease 
is  to  be  produced  only  gradually  and  that  too  without  any  sensible 
evacuations. 

Incompatibles.—-'B\-Q\AondiQ  and  chloride  of  mercury,  sulphate 
of  iron,  nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  infusion  of  galls,  &c. 
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PBEPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Dandelion, Dose,    1  to    2  drams. 

Solid        "  "  "     10  to  20  grains. 

Fluid        "  "  and  Senna, "       1  to    2  drams. 

"  **  "  Compound, "       1  to    2      " 

Pills,  8  grains, "       8  to    6. 

Thymus   Vulgaris. 

{Thyme.) 

Aromatic  tonic,  emmenagogue,  carminative,  and  anti-spasmodic. 
It  is  regarded  of  service  in  hysteria,  dysmenorrhea,  flatulence,  and 
c^halalgia.  Thyme  is  beneficial  in  an  initable  and  weak  state 
01  the  stomach,  in  convalescence  from  exhausting  diseases. 

It  pi:omotes  the  appetite  and  favors  the  early  reestablishmcnt 
of  digestion. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, ; Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Trillium   Pendulum. 

(Btthroot) 

Bethroot  is  astringent,  tonic  and  antiseptic.  Tannin  and  bitter 
extractive  ^re  two  of  its  active  ingredients,  to  which  its  remedial 
effects  are  probably  owing.  Dr.  Lee  says  of  tjillium.  "  It  is  one 
of  our  most  valuable  tonic-astringent  alteratives,  and  especially 
beneficial  in  most  cases  of  passive,  atonic  hemorrhage". 

Successfiilly  employed  in  hemoptysis,  hematuria,  menorrhagia, 
uterine  hemorrhage,  leucorrhea,  cough,  asthma,  difficult  breathing, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  used  by  the  Indian  women  to  promote 
parturition.  An  extract  of  equal  parts  of  bethroot  and  bugle 
has  been  highly  recommended  in  diabetes. 

Internal  and  external  applications  are  found  efficient  in  chronic 
mucous  discharges.  The  root  made  into  a  poultice  proves  of 
service,  to  promote  healthy  action  of  indolent  and  ill-conditioned 
ulcers,  and  to  check  gangrene.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  1. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  3  drams. 

Trillin, "     4  to  8  grains. 

Trifolium   Pratense. 

{Bad  Clover.) 

The  extract  is  highly  recommended  in  cancerous  ulcers  of  every 
kind,  and  deep,   ragged-edged,  and  otherwise  badly  conditioned 
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bums.      It  possesses,  to  a  great  degree,  soothing  properties,  and 
promotes  healthy  granulation. 

PREPARATIOX. 

Solid  Extract, To  be  used  at  discretion. 


Tussilago  Far&ra. 

{Golts/ooL) 

Coltsfoot  may  be  regarded  as  emollient,  and  demulcent,  slightly 
tonic,  and  possessing,  somewhat,  expectorant  properties. 

The  extract  has  been  found  usefiil  in  coughs,  asthma,  whooping- 
cough,  and  the  pulmonary  affections,  acute  and  chronic. 

It  is  pronounced,  by  many,  serviceable  in  scrofula,  in  which 
complaint  it  is  recommended  by  CuUen.  The  powder  is  used 
externally  in  the  form  of  a  poultice,  to  scrofiilous  sores. 

PREPARATION.. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 


Valeriana   Officinalis. 

(  Valerian,) 

Valerian  is  tonic  in  its  action,  anti-spasmodic,  and  calmative ; 
subdues  unusual  and  convulsive  excitement  of  the  system,  with- 
out exerting  narcotic  effects.  Wherever  there  is  irregular  nervous 
action,  if  unconnected  with  inflammation  or  excited  condition  of 
the  system,  valerian  is  useful  in  subduing  it  It  has  been  used 
in  intermittent  fever,  in  combination  with  cinchona ;  as  also  it  is 
administered  in  the  restlessness  and  in^itability  occurring  in  hys- 
terical constitutions,  in  the  morbid  vigilance  of  fevers,  in  epilepsy 
hemicrania,  hysteria,  and  hypochondriasis.  In  large  doses,  it  pro- 
duces a  sense  of  heaviness,  and  dull  pain  in  the  head,  with  other 
effects  indicating  nervous  disturbance. 

The  unpleasant  taste  of  valerian  is  completely  masqued  by 
cinnamon.  Dr.  Copland  says,  this  drug  proves  very  efficient  in 
the  treatment  of  .mania,  melancholy  &c.,  and  especially  so  when 
these  complaints  are  complicated  with  hysterical  or  hallucinatory 
affections.  A  combination  of  valerian  with  acetate  of  ammonia 
or  hyoscyamus  is  mentioned  by  the  same  author  as  beneficial  in 
the  above  cerebral  derangements,  particularly,  after  appropriate 
evacuations.  * 

The .  valerianate  of  iron  is  a  nervo-tonic,  and  will  be  found 
serviceable  in  nervous  disorders,  hysteria,  chorea,  neuralgia ,  chlo- 
rosis, and  anaemic  conditions  with  excitability  or  irritability  of  the 
nervous    system.       Valerianate  of  quinia  is  tonic,  febrifuge,  and 


102  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE    c 

sedative,  and  may  be  employed  similarly  with  the  tartrate  of  qui- 
nia  and  morphia. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  \  tol^  drams. 

Solid        •*      "     3  to  10  grains. 

Pills,  2  grains, "     2  to     5. 

Veratrtun    Viride. 

{American  Hellebore,) 

Emetic,  alterative,  expectorant,  diaphoretic,  nervine,  and  arteri- 
al sedative.  The  late  rrof  Tully,  of  New  Haven,  regarded  it 
as  an  excellent  substitute  for  colchicum,  in  gouty,  neuralgic,  and 
rheumatic  affections,  to  which  disease  it  is  well  adaptedi  It  is 
said  to  increase  most  of  the  secretions.  "The  veratrum  viride," 
says  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  "  is  fast  becoming 
a  staple  article  of  the  materia  medica,  and  its  uses  are  every  day 
more  developed."  It  reduces  the  frequency  and  force  of  the  pulse 
with  more  certainty  than  any  other  agent  now  in  use.  The  fluid 
extract  is  regarded  as  the  best  form  for  administration.  It  has 
been  more  extey.sively  employed  in  pneumonia  than  perhaps, 
any  other  disease.  Said  to  be  advantageous  in  pleurisy.  In  acute 
rheumatism,  according  to  Osgood,  it  is  more  efficacious  than  any 
other  remedy,  if  administered  so  as  to  sustain  its  impression,  and 
at  first  without  producing  nausea.  Dr.  Norwood  says :  "  We  relj 
on  veratrum  as  the  remedy  in  typhoid  fever,  and  administer  it 
with  every  assurance  of  success."  His  plan  is  to  reduce  the  pulse 
to  between  fifty-five  and  seventy-five  beats  a  minute,  and  keep 
it  at  the  point  desired  night  and  day.  "  By  this  kind  of  reduc- 
tion the  febrile  and  inflammatory  symptoms  vanish,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  kept  quiet,  tranquil  and  comfortable."  Osgood  recommen- 
ded this  agent  in  nervous  asthma,  and  not  only  in  cases  which  are 
free  from  organic  complication,  but  in  some  also  in  which  emphy- 
sema and  organic  diseases  of  the  heart  coexist,  as  well  as  in  those 
of  nervous  palpitation  of  this  organ.  A  case  of  puerperal  ma- 
nia is  reported  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Clark,  in  which  the  remissions  and 
exacerbations  of  the  disease  clearly  coincided  with  the  administra- 
tion and  suspension  of  thehellebore;  This  agent  is  also  reported  to 
have  been  used  with  advantage  for  influenza,  gout,  femoral  aneu- 
rism, dysentery,  jaundice,  and  puerperal  peritonitis. 

Dr.  CoLEGROVE  has  published  the  result  of  his  trials  with  vera- 
trum in  pneumonia,  and  the  results  are  favorable  to  its  employ- 
ment He  says :  "  I  regard  it  as  a  safe  remedy  in  the  hands  of  a 
careful  physician."  Dr.  EnosHoyt,  of  Farmingham,  writes:  "Have 
used  the  veratrum  viride  in  the  apoplexy  of  aged  people  and  those 
of  enfeebled  health,  and  find  it  better  than  blood-letting,  as  the 
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recovery  is  better.  Have  given  as  high  doses  as  twenty  to  forty 
drops  in  four  cases  that  came  under  my  care,  which  resulted  in  re- 
covery, which  was  heroical  treatment"  He  thinks  he  has  derived 
much  benefit  from  its  use  in  scarlatina,  and  he  learned  while  at 
the  South  that  the  physicians  there  were  using  it  with  good  re- 
sults in  the  same  disease.  "  Where  arterial  excitement  needs  re- 
ducing it  is  decidedly  better  than  digitalis,  I  like  it  in  measles, 
pertussis,  andparotidea." — (From  American  Medical  Monthly.) 

A  committee,  appointed  to  examine  the  claims  of  veratram  after 
great  labor  and  research,  and  alter  comparing  the  experience  of  a 
number  of  physicians  who  had  at  their  request,  experimented 
with  it  say  that  verati-um  viride  is  one  of  the  best,  (if  not  the  best), 
arterial  sedatives.  '  It  has  been  used  by  thousands  of  physicians 
fully  competent  to  make  observations  with  discriminaticm  and 
sound  judgment  The  strongest  and  most  conclusive  testimony 
relative  to  its  great  value  comes  from  those  who  have  used  it  the 
most,  and  who  are,  theref  -re,  the  best  prepared  to  express  an 
opinion.  Some  of  them  feel  as  though  they  could  not  get  along 
without  it,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  with  it  they  have 
saved  patients  whom  they  think  they  must  have  lost  without-  it 
This  commictee  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  among  all  the*  cases 
that  have  been  recorded  throughout  this  whole  country,  not  a 
single  instance  can  be  mentioned  where  serious  harm  has  been 
wrought  by  its  use.  Of  which  of  our  other  potent  remedies  can 
this  be  said?  The  committee  add:  "It  matters  little  who  now 
becomes  skeptical  in  respect  to  the  great  value  of  veratrum  as  a 
medicinal  agent  It  has  been  used  extensively  and  has  vindicated 
the  reputation  given  it,  to  the  satisfaction  and  admiration  of  in- 
telligent men  all  over  the  country,  and  supplied  a  want  that  noth- 
ing else  has  done." 

The  chief  diseases  in  wliich  it  was  employed  by  those  reporting 
in  answer  to  the  request  of  the  comniittee,  were  pleurisy,  pneu- 
monia, scai'let  and  remittent  fevers,  measles,  asthma,  convulsions, 
ovaritis,  metritis,  affections  of  the  breasts,  and,  in  fact,  in  most  of 
the  cases  in  which  excessive  heart  action  indicated  a  sedative  re- 
laxant Did  the  medicine  never  fail,  it  would  indeed,  be  a  specific. 
But  the  experience  of  the  whole  medical  world  tells  us  that  no 
specific  has  yet  been  discovered.  The  use  ot  veratrum  will  show 
that  it  is  as  certain  of  producing  its  peculiar  effects  as  calomel,  or 
any  other  agent  of  the  materia  medica  D.  L.  McGuGiN,  M.  D., 
(President  Faculty  Medical  Department  Iowa  University),  re 
marks  :  "I  am  satisfied  with  the  declaration  that  we  ppssess  no 
remedial  agent  so  potent  in  the  control  of  a  certain  class  of  morbid 
manifestations.  In  a  certain  class  of  diseases  in  which  it  is  indicated, 
we  can  use  it  as  an  instrument  by  which  we  can  take  ho'd  of  the 
heart,  as  with  our  hands — restrain  its  action,  and  continue  to  keep 
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it  under  control"  A.  F.  Patteb,  M.  D.,  remarks:  "The  indica- 
tions which  veratrum  viride  seems  to  be  capable  of  fulfilling  are 
numerous.  As  a  sedative,  no  other  medicine  is  equal  to  it,  reducing 
a  pulse  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  beats  to  seventy  in  from  three 
to  four  hours.  The  preparations  most  used  at  present  are  the  fluid 
extract  and  tincture,  i  prefer  the  fluid  extract,  as  prepared^  by 
Tilden  &  Co."    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol  1,8,  4,  and  5. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  8  and  5  drops. 

Solid    ,  *^         »*    i  to  i  grain. 

Veratrin, "  i J  to  i       *i 

Verbena    Hastata. 

(  Vervain.) 

Tonic,  emetic,  expectorant,  and  sudorific.  The  extract  made 
into  a  warm  infusion  proves  beneficial  in  intermittents,  all  cases  oi 
colds  and  obstructed  menstruation.  The  extract  is  recommended 
as  a  very  good  tonic  in  cases  of  debility,  anorexia  etc,  pronounced 
valuable  in  scrofiila,  gravel  and  worms. 

Is  a  soothing  and  palliative  expectorant,  it  may  be  employed 
in  catarrh,  bronchial  affections  and  pulmonary  clisorders. 

PREPARATION'. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Viburnum   Opulus. 

(Cramp-barL) 

Cramp-bark  is  a  powerful  anti-spasmodic,  a  perversion,  among 
practitioners,  of  the  name  high-cranberry  bark,  in  consequence 
of  this  property. 

It  is  very  efficacious  in  relaxing  cramps  and  spasms,  asthma, 
hysteria,  cramps  of  females  during  pregnancy,  highly  beneficial 
in  convulsions  of  pregnancy  and  parturition,  and  here  it  is  said  to 
be  a  prophylactic,  if  administered  daily  for  the  last  two  or  three 
months  of  gestation.  •  A  poultice  of  this  agent  may  prove  em- 
inently useful  in  indolent  and  malignant  ulcers.  Much  benefit 
has  been  derived  from  a  local  application  in  inflammation  and 
swelling  of  iliroat  attending  scarlatina  maligna,  and  in  other  dis- 
eases. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, .Dose,  1  to  drams. 

Xanthoxylum  Fraxineum. 

{Prkkly  Aah) 
Stimulant,  tonic,    alterative,  and  sialogogue,   producing  when 
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fiwallowed,  a  sense  of  heat  in  the  stomach,  with  more  or  less  gen- 
eral arterial  excitement,  and  a  tendency  to  diaphoresis.  It  is  thought 
to  resemble  mezereon  Si,nd  gitmac  in  its  remedial  action,  and  is 
given  in  the  same  complaints.  It  is  used  as  a  stimulant  in  languid 
states  of  the  system,  and  as  a  sialogogue  in  paralysis  of  the  tongue 
And  mouth.  It  has  proved  highly  beneficial  in  chronic  rheuma- 
tism, colic,  syphilis,  hepatic  derangements,  and  wherever  a  stimu- 
lant or  alterative  treatment  is  required.  Combined  with  equal  parts 
of  hlvs  flag  and  mandrake^  it  will  be  found  usefdl  in  the  treatment 
of  scrofulous,  syphilitic  and  other  diseases,  where  there  is  a  want  of 
susceptibility  to  the  influence  of  other  alterative  agents.  The 
mixture  piust  be  given  in  small  doses,  and  repeated  at  short  inter- 
vals. Externally,  it  forms  an  excellent  stimulating  application  to 
indolent  and  malignant  ulcers.  Prickly  ash  berries  are  stimu- 
lant, carminative,  and  antispasmodic,  acting  especially  on  mucous 
tissues.  Combined  y^ith  Phytolacca  decandra,  in  the  form  of  tincture, 
they  are  said  to  be  invaniable  in  chronic  rheumatism,  and  tertiary 
fiyphilis.  The  tincture  is  useful  in  many  nervous  diseases,  spas- 
modic affections  of  the  bowels,  flatulencj^,  and  in  diarrhea.  In 
tympanitic  affections  of  the  bowels  during  peritoneal  inflamma- 
tion, it  is  a  safe  and  efficient  remedy.  It  has  been  used  success- 
fully in  Asiatic  cholera.  It  is  said  to  have  a  favorable  effect  upon 
the  secretions  of  the  kidneys.  In  small  doses,  it  has  proved  hi^ly 
beneficial  in  indigestion.  It  is  thought  to  be  unsafe  for  pre«i;nant 
females  by  some,  while  others  consider  it  useful,  and  contend  that 
they  are  less  liable  to  abortion  if  they  use  this  agent  Some  advo- 
<5ate  its  use  in  asthma,  chronic  affections  of  the  bladder  and  ute- 
rus, in  Bright's  disease  of  kidneys,  in  chronic  gout  of  the  joints, 
scroftdous  affections,  neuralgia,  hysteria,  chorea,  epilepsy,  typhus 
xind  typhoid  fevers,  &c.  It  is  said  to  have  been  used  exclusively  in 
place  ofquinme  as  a  toriic,  with  good  success. 

In  low  forms  of  fevers,  xanthoxylum  has  been  found  a  very 
important  and  valuable  stimulant  tonic.  Xanthoxylum  may  be 
used  in  all  cases  where  it  is  desired  to  stimulate  and  strengthen 
mucous  tissues.  Where  a  stimulating  tonic  is  required  for  children 
after  diarrhea,  dysentery,  or  other  debilitating  diseases,  a  com- 
bination of  hydrastin  with  xanthoxylin^  will  admirably  fulfill  the 
indications.    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2,  3  and  6. 

•  PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, : .' Dose,  1 5  to  45  drops. 

Xanthoxylin, ' ''       2  to    6  grains. 

Pills  of  Xanthoxylin,  1  ^ain, '•       2  to    6. 

Zingiber    Officinale. 

{Ginger,) 
Ginger  is,  beyond  question,  the  most  valuable  and  grateful 
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Stimulant,  tonic,  and  carminative,  we  possess.  Indeed,  its  value 
as  a  universally  domestic  medicine  is  too  well  known  to  need  any 
remarks.  We  give  briefly  the  circumstances  in  which  it  has 
been  beneficially  used. 

During  the  oppressive  heat  of  the  summer  months,  when  the 
system  is  prostrated  or  exhausted  by  fatigue,  and  requires  a  stim- 
luant,  no  preparation  can  equal  its  efficacy.  In  the  early  stages 
of  cholera,  cholera  morbus,  diarrhea,  and  summer  complaints,  it 
may  be  regarded  as  almost  a  specific,  in  preventing  the  weakness 
and  relaxation  of  the  bowels  which  produce  diarrhea. 

"Prepared  with  rhubarb,"  says  Dr.  King,  "few  articles  are  more 
valuable  in  cholera  morbus,  and  cholera  infantum." 

From  loss  of  appetite,  weakness  of  the  digestive  organs,  nausea 
distress  of  the  stomach,  cold,  flatulent  colic,  and  a  predisposition 
to  dyspepsia,  a  few  drops  will  afford  relief 

As   a  gargle  for  sore  throat,  as  an  external  application  for 
rheumatism,  gout,  ague  in  the  face,  &q, 

"  It  is  particularly  valuable  to  travelers,  who  are  exposed  to 
complaints  of  the  bowels,  arising  from  change  of  climate  and  ex- 
posure, or  from  the  use  of  unwholesome  water." 

It  is  much  used  to  masque  nauseous  drugs,  and  to  prevent 
their  tendency  to  produce  tormina;  very  important  adjuvant  to 
strong  purgatives,  moderating  their  violence.  A  local  application 
of  the  concentrated  tincture  (one  part  of  ginger  and  two  of  proof 
spirits),  over  the  whole  forehead  has  been  attended  with  remark- 
able success  in  myopia. 

PREPABATIOX. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  4f  to  1^  dram. 


•"•-♦- 


PILULE. 


AconitiXie.     One  sixtieth  part  of  a  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — The  active  principle  of  aconite,  to  which  refer. 

Dose, — One.  • 

Aconite.    One  fourth,  one  iialf,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — ^Its  action  on  the  nervous  system  is  that  of  a 
direct  sedative.     Valuable  in   neuropathic  diseases,  rheuma- 
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tism,  gout,  scrofiila,  secondary  syphilis,  certain  cutaneous  dis- 
eases, &c.     See  Aconitum  Napellus,  page  1. 

Dose,  (^  grain) — One  to  four, 
AloetiC.     PH'  ^loes.  U,  S.  P. 

So^^'^tiie,    [equal  parts.  Four  grains. 

Properties. — Cathartic  and  tonic*  Eecommended  in  dys- 
pepsia, amenorrhea,  hst.bitual  constipation ;  ordinarily  where 
cathartics  are  indicated.  All  the  varieties  of  aloes  operate  very 
slowly  but  certainly,  and  have  a  peculiar  affinity  for  the  large 
intestines.  Aloes  has  a  decided  tendency  to  the  uterine  sys- 
tem. It  is  useful  in  jaundice,  in  the  treatment  of  ascarides, 
and  is  more  frequently  employed  than  any  other  remedy  in 
amenorrhea  Aloes  is  contra-indicated  by  the  existence  of 
hemorrhoids,  and  is  obviously  unsuitable,  unless  modified  by 
combination,  to  the  treatment  of  inflammatory  diseases. 

In  the  A  loetic  pill,  the  soap  diminishes  the  liability  of  the 
aloes  to  irritate  the  rectum. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 

A.loeS  and  AssafbBtida.     P*^-  Aloes  et  AssafaHdo!.   U.  S  P. 

Aloes,  1 

Assafoetida,     >  equal  parts.     Four  graing. 

Soap,  Cas.,     J 

Properties. — Cathartic  with  stimulant  and  carminative  pro- 
perties. Applicable  to  costiveness  attended  with  flatulence 
and  debility  of  the  digestive  organs. 

Dose, — ^Two  to  five. 


Aloes  and   Iron.     PH-  ^loes  et  Ferri. 
Aloes  Soct.,  1 

Fi^Ka'C*""^  Three  grains. 

Ginger,  Jamaica,  aa  1  part. 

Properties. — The  laxative  power  of  aloes  is  increased,  and 
its  tendency  to  irritate  is  diminished  by  the  combination  with 
sulphate  of  iron,  Usefiil  in  constipation  with  debility  of  the 
stomach,  especially  when  attended  with  amenorrhea. 

Dose, — One  to  four. 

Aloes  and  Mastich. 

Properties. — See  Dinner  Pill,  Lady  Webster^s 

Dose, — One  to  three. 

Aloes  and  Myrrh.     PH-  Aloes  et  Myrrhce.     U.  S.  P. 

Aloes  Soct.,  2  parts,  ) 

Myrrh,  ^  Four  grains. 

Saffron,  a&  1  part,      ) 
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Properties. — Purgative  and  emmenagogue.     Employed  as 
a  warm  stimulant  catnartic,  in  general  debility  attenaed  with 
constipation,  and  retention  or  suppression  of  the  menses. 
(Wood) 

Dose, — ^Three  to  five. 

Alods  and  Ext.  Gentian. 

Properties. — See  Oentian  Compound, 

Dose, — One  to  five. 

Ammonium,  Bromide.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Has  especial  reference  to  functional  nervous 
diseases,  particularly  of  the  ganglionic  system.  This  com- 
position has  been  found  decidedly  beneficial  in  epilepsy,  and 
strumous  ophthalmia  in  the  young.  Dr.  Gibb  administered 
it  successfully  in  these  affections,  in  doses  varying  from  one 
to  ten  ^grains,  three  times  a  day.  Eecommended  in  chorea, 
whooping-cough,  and  cases  of  diseased  and  irritated  mucous 
membranes. 

Dose, — Two  to  five. 

Anderson's  8cot8\ 

Aloes,  Sect., ")  .  ^ 

•     Crf^ynth,      [two  grains,        , 
Oil  Anise,     J 

Properties. — Antibilious  and  purgative.  It  is  an  excellent 
j)ill  for  promoting  the  biliary  secretions,  and  uniting  an  altera- 
tive witn  its  purgative  action. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 
Anthemis.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — Mild  tonic.  In  small  doses  acceptable  and 
corroborant  to  the  stomach.     See  Anthemis  Nobilis,  page  8. 

Dose, — One  to  six. 

Antibilious. 

Colocynth,  Ext..  2^  grain,  )  «  ,  three-fourths  jrrain«    ' 

PodophylHn,  \  grain,         \  ^^^  ^^^  tnree-iourtns  grams. 

PROPERTiES.-Drastic  hydragogue  cathartic.  By  this  combi- 
nation we  have  the  purgative  energy  of  colocynth  without  its 
violence.  Eecommended  in  dropsical  affections,  hepatic  de- 
rangements, in  cases  where  a  brisk  cathartic  is*  indicated. 

Dose, — One  to  four. 

Antimonii  Compound,  ^t:  s.  p. 

Properties. — Ses  Calomel  Compoand, 

Dose, — One  to  two. 
ApOCynum.      Two  grains. 

Properties.  — ^Promotes  excretion.    Has  been  beneficially 
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employed  in  liver  and  stomach  affections,  intermittents,  and 
the  low  stage  of  typhoid  fevers.  See  Apocynum  Androseemi- 
folium,  page  8. 

Dos«, — ^One  to  four. 

Aperient. 

Ext  Nux  Vomica^       i  gr    1 
"  Hyoscyamus,         i    "     [-Two  and  five-sixths  grains. 
"  Colocynth  Comp.,  2.    "    J 

Properties. — Promotes  excretion.    Employed  in  confirmed 
torpor  of  the  bowels.      Ext.  hyoscyamus  prevents  tomina,. 
without  impairing  the  energy  of  the  other  ingredients. 
Dose, — ^One  to  two. 

ArseniOUS  Acid.      One  thirty-second  part  of  a  grain. 

Properties. — Alterative  and  febrifnge.  The  principal  dis- 
eases in  which  it  is  principally  exhibited  are,  scirrhus  and 
cancer,  anomalous  ulcers,  intermittent  fever,  chronic  rheuma- 
tism, particularly  that  form  of  it  attended  with  pains  in  the 
bones,  hemicrania  and  periodical  headache. 

The  administration  should  at  once  be  stopped,  when  it  pro- 
duces swelling  of  the  face  and  eyelids,  and  disorder  of  the 
digestive  organs. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 
Assafoetida.    i^  Assafxtidoe.  U.  8,  P.    Four  grains. 

PROPERTiEa— Powerful  anti-spasmodic,  moderate  stimulant, 
efficient  expectorant  and  feeble  laxative.  The  disagreeable 
taste  and  odor  are  concealed  by  the  sugar  coating.  It  appears 
to  exert  a  special,  action  on  the  nervous  system,  but  it  acta 
also  very  powerfully' on  the  digestive  apparatus.  Physicians, 
have  employed  it  against  the  various  forms  of  hysteria  It 
has  been  employed  in  hypochondria,  in  asthma,  and  spas- 
modic bronchitis,  in  all  the  nervous  maladies  of  the  respira- 
tory organs,  in  flatulent  colic  with  constipation.  It  is  also 
anthelmintic,  and  taken  in  small  doses,  it  assists  the  funct- 
ions of  the  stomach.  It  is  highly  useful  in  spasmodic  pecto- 
ral affections,  such  as  whooping  cough,  and  asthma,  and  in 
certain  infantile  coughs  and  catarrhs,  comphcated  with  ner- 
vous disorder,  or  with  a  disposition  of  the  system  to  sink. 

Dose, — Two  to  four. 
Assafoetida  and  Iron.    PH  Assafostidce  et  Ferri.     u.  8.  p. 

Assafoetida,  2  grs.      )  «,  . 

Sulph.  of  Iron,  1  gr.  f  ^^^  ^*^°^- 

Properties. — Has  especial  reference  to  spasmodic  affections- 
dependent  on  general  debilitj  of  the  system,  and  disorders 
attended  with  immoderate  discharges. 

Dose, — Two  to  four. 
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AssafoBtida  and  Rhei. 

Assafoetida,  ) 

Rhei,  >■  equal  parts.    Three  grains. 

Iron,  by  hydrogen,    ) 

Properties. — Anti -spasmodic,  tonic  and  laxative  combina- 
tion. 

Dose, — ^Two  to  six. 
Atropia .    One  sixtieth  part  of  a  grain. 

PROPERtiES.— This  alkaloid  possesses  the  properties  of  atro- 
pa  belladonna  in  a  concentrate  form.     See  page  10. 

Dose, — One  to  two. 
Belladonna.    One-fourth,  one-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — ^Narcotic,  possessing  diaphoretic  and  diuretic 
properties,  and  somewhat  disposed  to  act  upon  the  bowels. 
Valuable  in  neui-algia,  convulsions,  spasms,  and  all  painjfiil 
conditions  of  the  nervous  system.  Is  used  as  a  prophylactic 
in  scarlatina     See  Atropa  Belladonna,  page  10. 

Dose,  [i  grain] — One^  to  four. 

Bismuth,  Subnitrate.    Two  grains. 

Properties.— Anti-spasmodic,  absorbent,  and  slightly  seda 
tive  and  astringent  Principally  employed  in  painful  affect- 
ions of  the  stomach,  such  as  cardialgia,  pyrosis  and  gastro- 
dynia ;  in  spasmodic  diseases ;  and  in  dysentery  and  diarrhea. 

Dose, — Two  to  four. 

Bismuth,  Subcarbonate.     Three  grains. 

Properties.  —  Tonic  and  sedative.  Eecommended  in  the 
treatment  of  gastralgia,  attended  with  acrid  tongue,  laborious 
digestion,  acid  eructations  and  spasmodic  vomiting.  Has  the 
advantage  over  the  nitrate  in  that  it  is  more  readily  tolerated 
by  the  stomach,  more  susceptible  of  being  dissolved  in  the 
gastric  juice,  more  potent  to  neutralize  the  excess  of  acid  in 
the  stomach,  and  produces  no  constipating  effects. 

.Dose, — One  to  three  just  before  meals. 
Blue  Pill.    ^H'  Hydrargyri.     U.  S.  P.    Two  and  one-half,  and  five  grains 

Properties.— Alterative,  sialogogue  and  purgative.  Less  ir- 
ritating than  the  other  mercurials.  It  is  employed  in  consti- 
pation, biliary  derangements,  syphilitic  diseases,  and  when- 
ever the  influence  of  mercury  is  desirabla  With  a  view  to 
the  alterative  effect  upon  the  digestive  organs  one  pill  may 
be  given  every  night,  or  every  other  night,  at  bed-time,  and 
followed  in  the  morning,  if  the  bowels  should  not  be  opened, 
by  a  small  dose  of  laxative  medicine.  From  five  to  fifteen 
grains  of  the  mass  are  occasionally  given  as  a  cathartic,  in 
cases  requiring  a  peculiar  impression  upon  the  liver;  but, 
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when  used  for  this  purpose,  it  should  always  either  be 
combined  with,  or  speedily  followed  by,,  a  more  certain  pur- 
gative. 

Blue  Pin  Compound. 

Blue  Pill,  1  gr.  ) 

Opii,  i  gr.  >•  One  and  three-quarter  grains. 

Ipecac,  igr.     ) 

Properties.  —  This  combination  so  modifies  the  action  of 
blue  pill,  as  to  render  it  a  more  satisfactory  laxative  and  al- 
terative. The  base  is  more  energetic,  while  its  after-effects 
ai'e  less  objectionable. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 
Blue  Pill  and  Podophyllin.     Three  grains. 

Properties. — See  Podophyllin  and  Blue  Fill 

Dose, — One  to  two. 
Csilomel.     One-half,  one,  two,  three,  and  five  grains. 

Properties.— Calomel  is  the  most  valuable  of  the  mercurial 
preparations,  uniting  with  the  general  properties  of  the  mercu- 
rials those  of  a  purgative  and  anthelmintic  Whether  the 
object  be  to  bring  the  system  under  the  general  influence  of 
mercury,  or  to  produce  its  alterative  action  upon  the  hepatic 
or  other  secretory  functions,  calomel  is  superior  to  all  other 
preparations,  on  iiccount  of  both  its  certainty  and  mildness. 

It  is  peculiarly  useful  in  the  commencement  of  bilious  fe- 
vers, in  hepatitis,  jaundice,  bilious  and  painter's  colic,  dysen- 
tery, especially  that  of  the  tropical  climates,  and  all  other  af- 
fections attended  with  congestion  of  the  portal  system,  or 
torpidity  of  the  hepatic  function.  It  is  often  added  in  small 
quantities  to  purgative  combinations,  with  a  view  to  its  in- 
fluence on  the  liver. 

Calomel  Compound.     {Plummer's.)    ph.  CcUomdamos  Compositce.  TJ.  S,  P. 
Three  grains. 

Properties. — Alterative,  well  adapted  to  the  treatment  of 
chronic  rheumatism,  and  of  scaly  and  other  eruptive  diseases 
of  the  skin,  especially  when  accompanied  with  a  syphilitic 
taint 

Dose, —  One  to  two. 

Calomel  and  Opium. 
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PROPBRTiEa-The  degree  of  irritation  which  ordinarily  fol- 
lows the  administration  of  pure  calomel  is  diminished,  while- 
its  laxative  power  is  increased  by  this  combination. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 

Calomel  and  Rhei,  Ext. 

Calomel,  ^  gr.  \ 

''"*-(S&n*tf:-  Comp.,  i  gr.   [  O""  """^ "  ^'^  grains. 
"   Hyoficjamus,  J  gr.  ) 

Properties. — A  safe  and  reliable  pill  in  habitual  constipa- 
tion.     Its  use  is  unattended  by  any  unpleasant  results. 

Dose, — ^Two  to  four. 

Calomel  and  Compound  Colocynth,  Ext. 

Calomel,  1  gr.  ) »«  ,     .   , .  ^j^Zj,^ 

Ext.  Colocynth  Comp.,  2i  grs.    f  ^^^  ^"^^  *  ^"  8?rams. 

Properties. — Employed  in  costiveness  and  torpid  state  ot 
the  bowels  and  liver.  Possesses  properties  similar  to  colo- 
cynth comp.  and  blue  pill. 

Dose, — Two  to  four. 

Camphor  and  Opium. 

Camphor,  2  grs.  )  mu  • 

Opium,      r   "    j- inreo  grains. 

Properties.  —  Anodyne,  diaphoretic,  sedative  and  anti- 
spasmodic. Camphor  is  said  to  lessen  the  chance  of  idiosyn- 
cratic eflfects  of  opium.  This  combination  is  serviceable  in 
hysteria,  nymphomania  and  all  irritation  of  the  sexual  organs. 

Dose, — One  to  two. 
Cannabis  Indica.    One-Ualf,  and  on©  grain. 

Properties.  —  Supposed  to  exert  an  influence  on  both  the 
brain  and  spinal  cord.  It  is  very  efficient  in  checking  cough 
and  cramp,  and  removing  langour  and  anxiety.  See  Canna- 
bis Indica,  page  16. 

Dose,  (^  grain), — One  to  four. 
Capsicum.    One  grain. 

Properties. — ^In  small  doses  it  produces  wannth  in  the  stom- 
ach, promotes  digestion,  and  stunulates  the  genito- urinary 
organs.     See  Capsicum  Annuum,  page  17. 

Dose, — One  to  two. 

CatliartiC.    -P^*  Cathartics  Chmpoaitce.     U,  S.P. 
Ext.  Colocynth,  Comp., 

clm^'"'  ^  Three  grains. 

Gamboge, 
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Properties.  —  This  preparation  is  intended  to  represent 
numerous  cathartics,  and  calculated  for  a  wide  range  of  ap- 
plication. The  operation  of  the  several  ingredients,  though 
singly  drastic,  is  rendered  mild  in  a  state  of  combination  witn- 
out  losing  any  of  its  purgative  power.  Particularly  adapted 
to  the  early  stages  of  oilious  fevers,  to  hepatitis,  jaundice,  and 
all  those  derangements  of  the  alimentary  canal,  or  of  the 
general  health,  which  depend  on  congestion  of  the  portal  cir- 
cle 

Dose. — One  to  Four.  t 

Cathartic  Improved. 

Ext.  Colocynth,  Comp., "  . 

"    Jalap, 
Podophyllin, 

Leptandrin,  f  Three  grains. 

Ext,  Hyoscyamus, 

"    GentisTh, 
Oil  Peppermint. 

Properties. — Formula  first  appeared  in  the  Journal  ol 
Materia  Medica.  The  Improved  ttompound  Cathartic  is  a  re- 
liable putgative,  mild  and  speedy  in  its  operation,  possesses 
superior  alterative  properties,  regulates  the  biliary  secretions, 
and  thoroughly  cleanses  the  alimentary  canal. 

The  numerous  testimonials  received  in  reference  to  the 
action,  of  this  pill  agree  in  saying,  that  while  it  is  not  vio- 
lently drastic,  it  is  thorough  in  its  action,  not  weakening  the 
system  by  hasty  and  drenching  discharges,  but  acting  as  a 
superior  alterative ;  at  the  same  time  being  certain  and  effect- 
ive in  its  action  on  the  liver.  This  has  everjrwhere  been  the 
testimony  in  reference  to  the  action  of  podophyllin  and  lep- 
tatidrin,  namely,  certainty  in  their  cholagogue,  purgative,  and 
alterative  action,  unaccompanied  by  haste  or  violence. 

Possesses  the  purgative,  alterative  and  cholagogue  proper- 
ties of  the  U.  S.  P.  Compound  Cathartic,  at  the  same  time 
not  being  open  to  the  popular  objection  of  including  calomel 
in  its  composition ;  and  as  a  substitute  for  the  U.  S.  P.  pill, 
it  is  confidently  recommended  to  the  profession. 

Dose— One  to  Three. 
Chixnaphila,  Ext.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — ^It  has  proved  very  efficacious  in  many  cu- 
taneous diseases,  scrofula,  chronic  rheumatism,  chroni.c  nephri- 
tic, urinary  and  dropsical  affections.  See  Chimaphila  CJm- 
bellata,  page  22. 

Dose — ^Three  to  six. 
8 
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Chinoldine.    Two  grains. 

Chinoidine  resembles  quinia  in  its  medical  properties,  oc- 
casionally effective,  where  the  salts  of  <juinia,  from  long  use, 
liave  become  powerless.  Some  even  claim  for  it  a  superiority 
over  all  other  preparations  of  cinchona. 

Dose — One  to  Three. 

Chinoidine  Compound. 

Ohinoidine,  2  grs.,  ) 

Fern  Sulphate,  Exsic,  1  gr.  V  Three  and  a  half  grains. 

Piperini,  i  gr.  ) 

Properties. — This  union  of  well-known  tonics  will  be 
found  useful  in  chlorosis,  and  in  anaemic  conditions,  in  some 
types  of  amenorrhea ;  and  generally  where  the  system  lacks 
vital  energy,  and  the  blood  is  impoverished. 

Dose  -One  to  Two.  ^ 

CimicifUgin.     One  grain. 

PROPERTiEa  —  "  Tonic,  alterative,  nervine,  anti- periodic, 
with  an  especial  affinity  for  the  uteriis.  Used  in  intermit- 
tent fevers,  periodic  disorders,  leucorrhea,  menorrhagia,  dys- 
menorrhea, amenorrhea,  sterility,  rheumatism,  scrofula,  and 
prolapsus  uteri,  not  accompanied  by  an  inflammatory  con- 
dition of  that  organ  or  its  ligaments.  It  has  also  been  used 
with  success  in  gleet,  gonorrhea  and  dyspepsia."  See  Cimici- 
faga  Eacemosa^  page  24. 

Dose — One  to  Four. 
Cinchonia,  Sulphate.     One  and  a  half,  and  three  grains. 

Properties. — Possesses  nearly  the  same  remedial  virtues 
as  sulphate  of  quinia.     Efficient  as  a  tonic  and  anti-periodic. 

Dose.-T{lJ^  g^ain)  One  to  Four. 


Three  grains. 


Cochia. 

Colocynth  Comp.. 
Aloes, 
Gamboge, 
Scammony, 
Potassa  Sulph. 

Properties. — ^Actively  cathartic.  Sulphate  potassa  estab- 
lishes a  more  perfect  division  of  the  aloes  and  scammony. 

Dosq. — One  to  Three. 
Codeia.    One  sixteenth  part  of  a  gi-ain. 

Properties. — In  the  hands  of  M.  Barbier,  of  Amiens,  it 
relieved  painful  aftections  having  their  origin  in  the  great 
sympathetic.  It  neither  afl'ected  the  circulation,  disturbed 
digestion,  or  produced  constipation.  Dr.  Aran,  of  Paris,  deems 
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it  not  inferior  to  morphia,  in  its  efficiency  to  relieve  pain  and 
secure  undisturbed  rest,  though  it  must  be  given  m  larger 
doses.  As  respects  intensity  of  action,  Magendie  compares 
one  grain  of  codeia  with  half  a  grain  of  morphia  Two 
grains  induced,  besides  sleep,  vertigo,  nausea,  and  even  vom- 
iting ;  but  this  dose  succeeded  like  a  charm  in  cases  of  neu- 
ralgia feciei,  and  in  sciatica,  that  had  resisted  the  most  valu- 
ed agents.  Dr.  Miranda  hasxpublished  the  results  of  his  ex- 
perience with  codeia  in  what  ne  calls  powerful  nervous  irrita- 
tions of  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  stomach,  and  he  af- 
firms that  by  it  he  cured  eleven  cases.  It  has  been  used  with 
great  advantage  in  several  bad  cases  of  dyspepsia^ 

Dose. — One  to  Four. 
ColohiCUm,  Ext.    One  half  grain. 

Properties. — Sedative,  and  appears  to  have  the  power  of 
increasing  all  the  secretions.     Colchicum  is  considered  inval 
uable  in  the  treatment  of  gout  and  rheumatism,   especially 
when  these  affections  assume  a  neuralgic  character.     See  Col- 
chicum Autumnale,  page  27. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Colocyntli  Compound,  Ext.   Three  grains. 

Properties. — Produces  prompt  and  free  alvine  evacua- 
tions.    Exhibited  beneficially  in  hepatic  derangements. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Six. 

Colooynth  Compound,  Ext.,  and  Blue  Pill. 

Colocynth  Comp.,  2\  grs., )  ^,  . 

Blue  Pill,  i  gr.  f  ^^^^  ^™"^®- 

Properties.  —  An  excellent  alterative  and  cholagogue 
combination. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Colocynth  Compound  Ext.  and  Ipecac.   Three  grains. 

Properties. — The  modification  produced  by  a  union  with 
ipecac  renders  the  action  of  colocynth  compound  more  ener- 
getic, and  also  less  severe.  A  favorite  pill  with  many  to  re- 
move visceral  obstructions. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 

Coloc3nith  Compound  Ext.  and  Hyoscyamus.   ph  CoiocynthidUa 

et  Eyoscyamif  U.  S.  F.    Three  grauis. 

Properties. — Compound  extract  of  colocynth  is  said  to 
be  almost  entirely  deprived  of  its  griping  tendency  by  com- 
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billing  it  with  hyoscyamus,  without  suffering  any  impairment 
of  its  purgative  power. 

Dose. — One  to  Six. 

Ooloc3nith  Compound  Ext.  and  Podophyllin.  Three  grains. 

Properties.— ^Antibilious  cathartic.  A  potent  substitute 
for  calomel  where  some  idiosyncrasy  of  constitution  or  pre- 
judice interdicts  the  use  of  the  latter  agent 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Oolocjmth  Compound  Ext.  and  Calomel.   Three  grains. 

Properties. — Possesses  properties  analogous  to  Colocj^nth 
Compound  and  Blue  Pill. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Three. 
Conium,   Ext.    One-fourth,  one-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — ^Narcotic  and  alterative.  Conium  is  admin- 
istered in  a  variety  of  complaints  to  alleviate  pain.  By  some 
it  is  supposed  to  possess  a  curative  influence  over  malignant 
tumors.  Beneficial  in  chronic  rheumatic  affections;  in  all 
excitable  conditions  of  the  nervous  and  vascular  system.  See 
Conium  Maculaium,  page  29. 

Dose. — (i  grain)  Two  to  Six. 

Conium  and  Ipecac.    IT.  s.  p.   One  gram. 

Properties. — Conium  is  regarded  by  some  physicians, 
more  serviceable  when  united  with  ipecac. 

Dose. — ^Three  to  Five. 

Cook's  Pill. 

Aloes,  1  gr.,  \ 

Calomel,  i  gr.,  (  mi,„^^  «„«;«= 

Rhei,  1  gr.,^  \  T^^^  ^'^'^' 

Soap,  i  gr,  ) 

Properties. — ^Laxative  and  alterative.      A  very  popular 
pill  on  the  plantations  through  the  South. 
Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Copaiba,  Pure,   Solidified.    Three  and  four  grains. 

Properties. — ^Diuretic.  Efficient  in  chronic  diseases  of 
the  mucous  membranes.  It  operates  by  exciting  a  new  and 
healthy  action  on  irritated  mucous  siirfeces.  In  small  doses 
it  improves  the  digestion,  and  in  larger  doses  it  occasions 
nausea  and  alvine  dejections.  It  has  an  especial  action  on 
the  genito-urinal  membranes.  Hence  proceeds  its  principal 
use  in  combating  the  hemorrhagic  fluxes,  and  it  is,  with  cube  oe* 
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the  specific  for  these  diseases.  It  is  administered  both  at  the 
outset  as  well  as  when  the  inflammatory  symptoms  have  sub- 
sided. Copaiba  prevents  nocturnal  erections,  the  pain  and 
inflammation  in  gonorrhea,  as  well  as,  and  ofl;en  better  than 
antiphlogistics.  M.  Eibes  asserts  that  copaiba  has  never  failed 
against  the  symptoms  provoked  by  the  spontaneous  suppres- 
sion of  the  gonorrhea,  particularly  when  the  symptoms  were 
developed  a  httle  Jbime  after  the  suppression  of  the  discharge, 
and  when  the  remedy  was  instantly  employed ;  in  such  cases 
the  gonon'hea  and  the  symptoms  have  invariably  never  re- 
tumeo. 

Dose. — (3  grains)  Two  to  Five. 

Copaiba  Compound. 

Pil.  Copaiba, 
Resin  Guiac, 
Ferri  Cit, 
Oleo-resin,  Cubeb. 

Properties. — Unites  a  gentle  but  efficient  chalybeate  with 

powerful  diuretics.      This  pill  is  preferred  by  many  to  any 

*  other  in  the  treatment  of  gleet,  gonorrhea,  and  that  class  of 

diseases. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Copaiba  and  Cubebs,  Ext. 

Pil.  Copaiba^  2  grs.  { ^^  ^ 

Oleo-resin,  Cubeb,  1  gram,    j  •^*"'^''  e  ""*^-  / 

pROPElRTiES. — Produces  effects  similar  with  copaiba  pure, 
and  given  in  the  same  type  of  disorders. 

Dose. — Two  to  Four. 

Copaiba,  Ext.  Cubebs  and  Citrate  Iron.   Three  grains. 
Properties. — Similar  to  copaiba  compound. 

Dose. — One  to  Four. 
Comin.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — It  may  be  used  in  all  cases  where  quinine  is 
indicated.     The  active  principle  of  Cornus  Florida. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
Comus  Florida,   Ext.    Two  grains. 

Properties.  —  Tonic,  astringent  and  highly  stimulant. 
Used  with  advantage  in  typhoid,  and  periodical  fevers,  in  all 
cases  where  tonics  are  advised.    See  Cornus  Florida,  page  81. 

Dose  — Two  to  Fire. 
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Corrosive   Sublimate.    One-sixteentb,  and  one-eighth  part  of  a  grain. 

Properties, —  Alterative  in  cutaneous,  scrofiilons  and 
rheumatic  diseases,  nervous  disorders,  diseases  of  the  bones, 
&c.,  obstinate  prurigo,  acne,  and  other  eruptions  of  the  face. 
Generally  employed  in  syphilitic  maladies. 

Dose. — (j^  grain)  One  to  Two. 
Cubebs  Ext.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — Cubebs  are  stimulant,  exercising  a  decided 
influence  over  the  urinary  apparatus.  Have  been  successftdly 
administered  in  gonorrhea,  leucorrhea,  and  also  been  found  of 
service  in  chronic  bronchitis,  laryngitis,  and  dyspepsia.  See 
Piper  Cubeba,  page  72. 

Dose. — One  to  Six. 
Cubebs  and  Alum.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — Alum  is  stated  greatly  to  increase  the  effi- 
cacy of  cubebs.     (Waring.) 

Dose. — Two  to  Four. 

Cubebs,  Ext.,  Rhatany  and  Iron. 

Ext.  Cubebs,    1|  grs.  J 

"      Rhatany    i    '*    ?•  Three  grains. 
Iron,  Sulphate    1    "    ) 

Properties. — Stimulant,  astringent  and  tonic.  This  com- 
bination appears  to  be  indicated  in  mucous  discharges,  incon- 
tinence of  urine,  &c.  The  type  of  fluxes  will  readily  be 
suggested  to  which  this  combination  is  peculiarly  adapted. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

C3rpripedium,  Ext.   Two  grains. 

Properties. — Useful  in  hysteria,  chorea,  nerv^ous  head- 
ache, and  all  cases  of  nervous  irritabilitj^  See  Cypripedium 
page  88. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Six. 
Digitalin.     One-sixtieth  part  of  a  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — The  amorphous  principle  of  Digitalis  Pur- 
purea, aiiJ  effects  the  system  similarly.  Exercises  a  powerful 
sedative  influence  on  the  circulatory  and  nervous  systems, 
and  particularly  on  the  generative  organs.  The  potency  of 
this  concentrated  principle  necessitates  care  and  prudence  in 
the  administration. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Digitalis,    Ext.    One-half  grain. 

Properties. — Sedative  and  diuretic.     The  former  adapts 
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it  to  cases  m  which  the  action  of  the  heart  requires  it  to  be 
controlled,  the  latter  renders  it  invaluable  in  dropsical  aflfec- 
tions.  The  two  actions  never  occur  simultaneously.  If  ei- 
ther of  these  effects  be'  kindly  obtained,  there  is  no  danger  of 
its  accumulating  in  the  system.  Employed  in  dropsy,  dis- 
eases of  the  heart,  aneurism,  epilepsy,  &c.  See  Digitalis  Pur- 
purea, page  86. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Diimer  Pill.    {Lady  Welter's.) 

Alofcs,   Soct.,         ) 

Gum  Masticli,        V  Three  grains. 

Rose  Leaves,  ) 

I  Properties. — ^A  favorite  pill  in  indigestion,  dyspepsia,  and 

I  constipation. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 
Dover's  Powders.    Two  and  one-half  grains. 

Properties. — Sedative  and  diaphoretic.  See  Ipecac  and 
Opium,  page  121. 

Doso — One  to  Six. 
^  Slaterium.    (CfluUerbuck^s.)    One-eighth  grain. 

^  Properties. — ^Elaterium  is  a  drastic  purgative.      Its  nau- 

seating and  griping  tendency  is  counteracted  by  a  combina- 
tion with  capsicum  or  ginger.  Applicable  in  cases  requiring 
very  copious  evacuations,  as  in  the  treatment  of  passive  drop- 
sies, especially  in  ascites  and  hydrothorax,  as  a  revulsive  in 
cerebral  affections,  and  whenever  a  hydragogue  or  revellent 
effect  is  indicated. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

OanibOgS    Compound.     ^«'-  Gambogicd  Compositce,  U.  S.  F,    Three  grains. 

'      Gramboge,  \ 

AJoes,  Soct,  f  J,  J 

_  _       Ginger,  Jamaica,  C  * 

PEL  Soap,  ) 

Properties. — An  active  purgative  pill. 

Dose. — Three  to  Five. 
Oentian,    Ext.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — Tonic.  Promotes  the  appetite,  invigorates 
digestion,  and  acts  as  a  general  corroborant.  See  Gentiana  Lu- 
tea,  page  43. 

Dose. — Two  to  Six. 

Oentiail    CoZHpOUnd.     FH.  Gentianm  Compositce,   U.  S,  P. 

Ext.  Gentian, 

Aloes  Soct.,        f  ■c.^,,^  ^„j„o 
Rhei  Powder      >  Four  grams. 

Oil  Carui., 
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Propebties. — ^A  laxative  to  the  constipations  of  sedentary 
and  dyspeptic  persons. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
Geraniin.     One  grain. 

Properties. — May  be  employed  for  all  purposes  to  which 
astringent  pilular  medicines  are  applicable.  See  Geranimn 
Maculatum,  page  44. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 

Hellebore,  Black,  Ext.   One  grain. 

Properties. — Hellebore,  in  medicinal  doses,  is  alterative, 
drastic  cathartic,  emmenagogue  and  anthelmintia  See  Helle- 
borus  Niger,  page  48. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 

Hooper's   Female  Pills. 

Aloes,  Soct, 

Iron,  Sulphate, 

Ext  Black  Hiellebore,  _  ,     ,    ,« 

■j^jYTh  Y  ^"^^  ^^"  ^  ^^^  grams. 

Soap, 

Oanella, 

Ginger,  Jamaica,  J 

Properties. —  Extensively  used  for  their  emmenagogue 
properties. 

Dose. — One  to  Three.  > 

Hydrastin,   Alkaloid.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Laxative,  cholagogne,  alterative,  resolvent, 
tonic,  diuretic  and  antiseptic,  "with  an  especial  action  on  dis- 
eased mucous  tissues.  It  acts  upon  the  liver  with  a  certainty 
and  efficacy  that  few  drugs  possess.  As  a  cholagogue  and 
deobstruent,  it  is  said  to  have  few  equals.  In  splenetic,  mes- 
enteric, and  abdominal  visceral  affections  generallv,  in  scrof- 
ula, glandular  and  cutaneous  diseases,  debility,  chronic  diar- 
rhea and  dysentery,  constipation,  and  in  all  morbid  dischar- 
ges ;  it  is  a  remedy  whose  utility  is  attested  by  the  highest 
authority.     See  Hydrastis  Canadensis,  page  51. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 

Hydrastin,   Resinoid.    One  grain. 

Properties. — ^This  resinoid  principle  has  properties  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  preceding  alxaloid,  but  is  too  stimulating 
in  certain  imtable  and  inflamed  states  o^  the  mucous  mem- 
branes. When  torpor  and  coldness  of  the  system  occur,  and 
when  there  are  exudations  of  plastic  lymph,  the  influence  of 
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this  medicine  appears  to  be  imperatively  demanded-  It  should 
not  be  employea  in  cases  of  inflamed  mucous  linings  of  the 
bowels,  as  it  is  then  liable  to  be  attended  with  tenesmic  and 
colicky  pains,  and  other  troublesome  conditions. 

Dose. — Two  to  Six. 
HyOSCyaznilS,    Ext.     One-fourth,  one-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties.— Narcotic,  anodyne  and  anti  spasmodic.  Calms 
and  sooths  any  irritation  of  the  system,  allays  pain  and  re- 
lieves spasms.  Its  use  is  unattended  by  the  unpleasant  after 
effects  which  usually  accompany  the  adAiinistration  of  opium. 

Dose. — (i  grain)  Two  to  Four. 
Ignatia,   Ext.    One-half,  and  one  grain.  , 

Properties. — ^Very  similar  to  nux  vomica,  but  more  en- 
ergetic. Usefiil  in  nervous  debility,  amenorrhea,  chlorosis, 
and  epilepsy.     See  Ignatig^  Amara,  page  94. 

Dose. — (\  grain)  One  to  Three. 

■   '  r 

Iodine.    One-eighth  grain. 

^  Properties. — ^Principally  employed  in  diseases  of  the  ab- 

sorbent and  glandular  systems,  all  diseases  of  an  hypertrophi- 
cal,  strumous  or  cachectic  character. 

Dose. — One  to  Four. 

Iodoform   and   Iron. 

Iron,  by  Hydrogen,  1  gr.  )  ^  . 

Iodoform,  1  gr.  P  ^^  S^^^°®- 

Properties. — Possesses  tonic,  anti-septic  and  anti-spas- 
modic virtues,  serviceable  to  arrest  the  progress  of  phthisis, 
highly  recommended  as  an  alterative  in  the  treatment  of  ob- 
stinate skifl  diseases,  scrofiilous  enargement  of  the  glands, 
and  old  cases  of  bronchocele. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 
Ipecac,  Ext.     One-fourth  grain. 

Properties. — ^Ipecac,  in  one-fourth  grain  doses,  acts  as  a 
tonic,  invigorating  digestion,  promoting  the  appetite,  and  is 
usefiil  in  some  forms  of  dyspepsia.  Half  grain  doses,  adminis- 
tered every  three  or  four  houi-s,  produce  perspiration,  and 
are  beneficial  in  febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases.  See  Ce- 
phaelis  Ipecachuanha,  page  20. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Ipecac  and   Opium.   (Dover's  Powder.) 

Opium,   1  part, 

Ipecac,  1       "  ]-  2\  grains 

■    Potass.  Sulphate,  8  parts. 
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Pbopebties. — ^An  admirable  anodyne  diaphoretic,  not  sur- 
passed perhaps  by  any  other  combination  in  the  power  of 
promoting  perspiration 

Dose. — One  to  Six. 

Ipecac  and  Opium. 

Opium,  %  gr.  ) 

Ipecac,  Jf  gr.  >•  Two  grains,  equal  to  five  grains  Dover's  Powders, 

Potass.  Sulpb.,  1  gr.       ) 

Ix>ecac  and  Opium. 

Opium,  1  gr.  1 

Ipecac,  1  gr.  V     Four  grains,  equal  to  Ten  grains  Dover's  Powder. 

Potass.  Sulpb.,  2  grS)       ) 

Ipecac  and  Squills.    P^-  JpecacukafUB  et  SdUcB,  if.  S.  p.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — ^A  mild  expectorant  medicine  for  children 
when  threatened  with  an  attack  of  croup ;  and  beneficial  in 
catarrh,  bronchia,  and  that  class  of  complaints,  when  a  gentle 
expectorant  stimulant  is  required. 

Dose. — Two  to  Three. 
Irisin.    One-lialf,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — ^The  oleo-resinous  |)rinciple  of  blue  flag,  ca- 
thartic, alterative,  sialagogue,  diuretic  and  vermifage.  See 
Iris  Versicolor,  page  55. 

Dose. — (I  grain)  One  to  Six. 

Iron   and  Aloes. 

Properties. — See* Aloes  and  Iron, 

Dose-^One  to  Four. 
Iron,   Citrate.    Two  grains. 

Properties.— Highly  esteemed  ferruginous  preparation. 
Suitable  for  children  in  ordinary  cases  of  debility. 

Dose. — Two  to  Three. 

Iron,   Citrate,  and    Quinine,  Citrate.    One,  and  two  grains. 

Properties. — ^Valuable  tonic.  A  convenient  form  for  ad- 
ministering quinine  and  iron  in  combination.  Admirably 
adapted  for  children  and  delicate  females. 

Dose. — (1  grain.)— Two  to  Six. 

Iron,  Citrate,   and  Strychnia,  Citrate. 

Strychnia,  Cit,  -^  part,   )  ^ 

Iron  Cit.,  2  grs.  ) 

Properties. — Chalybeate  and  tonic.  May  be  given  in 
dyspepsia  when  there  is  want  of  appetite,  and  constipation,  in 
paralysis,  amenorrhea,  &c. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
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Iron,   CoXXipOTlXld.    ^'  ^^^i  ComposHat.     U,  S.  P. 

Myrrh,  ) 

Soda  Carb.,      >  Three  grains. 

Iron,  Sulph.,    ) 

Properties. — This  pill  is  used  principally  as  an  emmena- 
gogue,  and  antihectic, tonic. 

Dose. — Two  to  Six. 


Iron,    Carbonate  {VdUet's  Formula.)    Three  grains. 

Properties. — ^Particularly  useful  in  chlorosis,  ammorrhea^ 
and  other  female  complaints.  Vallet's  preparation  is  the  best 
to  produce  the  alterative  effects  of  iron. 

Dose. — Three  to  Five. 

Iron,  Carbonate  of,  and  Manganese.   Three  grains. 

Properties. —  Tonic  and  alterative.  It  is  asserted  that 
cases  of  anaemia,  which  had  resisted  the  administration  of 
iron  alone,  yielded  rapidly  to  the  combination  of  this  metal 
with  manganese.  '*  In  confirmation  of  this  statement,"  says 
Speer,  "  I  may  say  that  in  two  cases  which  lately  came  under 
my  notice,  the  one  of  chlorotic  anemia,  with  amenorrhea,  fhe 
}  other  of  uncomplicated  traumatic  anemia,  both  of  long  stand- 

!  ing,  the  saccharine  carbonate  of  iron  and  manganese  succeed*- 

ed  entirely,  after  iron  alone  had  failed,  In  each  of  these 
cases,  its  effects  upon  the  composition  of  the  blood  and 
through  this  upon  the  general  health,  were  extremely  rapid, 
thus  affording  a  contrast  to  the  effects  of  the  simple  prepara- 
tions of  iron,  which,  even  when  most  successful,  are  usually 
slow  in  their  operation,'' 

Dose. — One  to  Threa. 

Iron,  Hydrocyanate.   One-haif  grain. 

Propertied — ^Valuable  in  epilepsy,  neuralgia,  and  nervous 
affections  genarally.  These  pills  have  been  known  to  effect 
.permanent  cures  of  epileptic  paroxysms  after  a  total  failure 
of  other  remedies  usually  prescribed.  The  utility  of  hydro- 
cyanate of  iron  in  epileptic  spasms,  and  the  consequent  de- 
spondency and  gloomy  feelings,  is  strongly  supported  by  Dr. 
McGugin,  Professor  in  the  Iowa  Medical  College. 

Dose,  to  prevent  the  return  of  epileptic  spasms,  1  night 
and  morning ;  for  neuralgic  and  nervous  affections,  1  every 
three  hours,  increasing  according  to  the  indications. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Iron,  Iodide  of.     (l  grain.)    (Unalterable,) 

These  pills  are  unalterable,  rendered  constant  in  their  com- 
position by  the  thick  coating  which  surrounds  the  iodine,  are 
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without  the  taste  of  iron  or  iodme,  of  convenient  size,  and 
have  the  peculiar  property  of  being  dissolved  in  the  gastric 
juices  gradually,  and  oeing  taken  up  by  the  absorbents  as  it 
were  molecule  by  molecule  without  irritating  or  fatiguing  the 
system. 

The  long  recognized  difficulty  of  husbanding  the  iodine 
and  presenting  it  in  ah  acceptable  form  has  been  overcome 

In  the  hospitals  of  Paris,  these  pills  have  achieved  won- 
derful results  in  the  treatment  of  chlorosis,  scrofula,  glandu- 
lar enlargements,  leucon'hea,  suppression  of  the  menses,  diffi- 
cult menstmiation,  constitutional  syphilis,  cancer,  goitre, 
rachitis,  and  tubercular  aflFections. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Iron  and  lodofonn.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — See  Iodoform  and  Iron, 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 
Iron,   Lactate.     One  grain. 

Properties. — Pos^^sses  the  general  medical  properties  of 
the  ferruginous  preparations.  Has  a  marked  effect  in  increas- 
ing the  appetite.  Efficacious  in  chlorosis,  with  or  without 
amenorrhea 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Iron,   Phosphate.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — Advised  in  cancerous  affections.  Potent  to 
invigorate  and  restore  the  vital  powers.  Beneficial  in  febrile 
disease?,  rickets,  diabetes  and  anaemic  diseases. 

Dose. — Two  to  Four. 
Iron,  Pyro-Phosphate.     One  grain. 

Propertied — Blood  restorative,  tonic  and  alterative. 
Superior  medicinal  virtues  are  claimed  for  it 

Dose. — Two  to  Five. 
Iron,   Protiodide.    One  grain. 

Propertied — Tonic,  alterative,  diuretic  and  emmena- 
gogue.  Sharpens  the  appetite,  promotes  digestion,  and  occa- 
sionally proves  laxative.  Chiefly  employed  in  scrofulous  af- 
fections, swellings  of  the  cervical  glands,  visceral  obstructions 
attended  with  deficient  action,  chlorosis,  atonic  amenorrhea, 
and  leucorrhea. 

Dose. — Two  to  Four. 
Iron,   Quevenne's.    (By  Hydrogen.)    One,  and  two  grains. 

Properties. — Employed    in  anaemia,  chlorosis,   amenor 
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rhea,  chotea,  and  eplargement;  of  the  spleen  following  inter- 
mittent fever.  Its  general  mode  of  action  is  to  improve  the 
quality  of  impoverished  blood. 

Dose. — (1  grain.)  Three  to  Six. 

Iron  and  Strychnia. 

f^fbrnlten.  2  grs.       [two  and  one.sixtleth  grains. 

PiiOPERTiES. — Beneficial  in  dyspepsia,  when  there  is  want 
of  appetite,  constipation,  and  a  3ensation  of  weight  in  the 
epigastrium  after  eating.  Strychnia  appears  -to  overcome 
constipation  by  its  peristaltic  action  on  the  portal  circle, 
while  iron  gives  tone  to  the  system. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Iron,  Sulphate,   SIzsic.    ^H-  Ferri  Sulphatis.    U.  S.  P.    Four  grains. 

Properties. — ^As  an  astringent  in  diseases  attended  with 
inmioderate  discharges,  such  as  passive  hemorrhages,  diabe- 
tes, leucorrhea,  gleet ;  as  a  tonic  in  dyspepsia,  and  in  the  de- 
bility following  protracted  diseases. 

Dose. — One  to  Fire. 

Iron,  Valerianate.   One  grain. 

Properties. — Tonic,  anti-spasmodic.  The  valerianate  of 
iron  proves  an  efficacious  remedy  in  hysterical  affections, 
and  is  particularly  valuable  when  these  disorders  are  accom- 
panied with  chlorosis. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Jalap.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Jalap  in  small  doses  is  aperient  and  laxa- 
tive, in  large  doses  an  active  but  safe  and  convenient  purga- 
tiva     See  Jalapa  Ipomcea,  page  53. 

Dose.  — One  to  Six. 
Jalapin.    One  gram. 

'  Properties. —  The  active  principle  ot  Jalap,  to  which 
refer. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
KermeS.    One-fourth  grain. 

Properties. — ^Recommended  as  an  invaluable  medicine  in 
childbed  fevers,  to  promote  diaphoresis,  and  to  reduce  the 
force  of  the  circulation. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 
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Krameria,   Ext.    (Rhatany.)    Two  grains. 

Properties. — One  of  the  most  active  vegetable  astrin- 
gents. Used  in  diarrheas,  dysentery  and  passive  hemor- 
rhage& 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
LiactUCa,  Ext.    Two  grains. 

Propertie& — Quiets  nervous  irritation,  produces  sleep 
and  allays  cough.    See  Lactuca  Sativa,  page  58. 

Dose. — Obo  to  Throe. 
Leptandrin.    One  grain. 

Properties. — "  The  effect  of  leptandrin  is  gently  to  excite 
the  liver  without  producing  the  least  irritation  of  the  bowels. 
It  does  not  purge  at  all,  and  even  its  laxative  effect  is  very 
slight,  while  on  the  stomach  it  acts  as  a  decided  tonic,  hence 
it  is  most  valuable  in  diarrhea  And  chronic  dysentery^  when  the 
stools  are  destitute  of  bile,  and  the  mucous  membrane  is  irri- 
table. In  toiyidity  of  the  liver  it  is  thought  to  be  superior  to 
Blue  PilL" —  Waring.     See  Leptandra  Virginica,  page  60. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Leptandrin  Compound. 

Leptandrin,    ^  gr.     \ 

Irisin,  i  gr.        J-  One  and  three-eighth  grains. 

Podophyllin,  -J  gr.       ) 

Properties. — Has  been  exhibited  with  good  effects  in 
liver  affections,  obstinate  constipation,  or  when  an  active  im- 
pression is  demanded.  Will  be  found  useful  in  dysentery, 
rheuma^tism,  chronic  visceral  obstructions,  glandular  diseases,. 

&C. 

Dose. — ^One  to  Four. 

Lupulln.    Three  grains. 

.  Properties. — Lupulin  is  regarded  as  possessing  no  incon- 
siderable power  to  control  delirium  tremens  and  watchful- 
ness m  connection  with  nervous  irritation,  anxiety  and  ex- 
haustion.    See  Hiunulus  Lupulus,  page  49. 

Dose. — Two  to  Three.  , 

Magnesia,  Calcined.   Two  grains. 

Properties. — Antacid  and  laxative ;  much  used  in  dvs- 
pepsia,  sick  headache,  gout  and  other  complaints  attenoed 
with  sour  stomach  and  constipation. 

Dose. — Two  to  Five. 
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Magnesia  and  Bhei. 

Magn«ia  1  grain,  )t^^. 
Rbubarb,  1  gram.  J  * 

Properties. — ^An  excellent  combination^in  constipation, 
and  dyspepsia. 

Dose.— One  to  Two. 
Mercury,  PrOtiodide,    One-fourth  grain. 

Properties. — Has  been  given  with  eminent  success  in» 
scrofula  and  syplnlis,  especially  when  they  occur  conjoined^ 
and  is  regarded  a  superior  remedy  in  these  affections.  It 
should  never  be  given  in  conjunction  vdth  iodide  of  potas- 
ium.  Dr.  Schedel  remarks,  "  Of  its  good  effects,  too  much 
can  not  be  said." 

Dose. — One  to  Two.  ^ 

Mercury,  Red.    Iodide.    One-sixteenth  grain. 

Properties. — ^Employed  in  similar  diseases  with  the  pro- 

tiodide,  in  scrofula  and  scrofiilous  syphilis,  but  is  much  more* 

^  .  active.    Dr.  Fuller  of  London,  attests  its  utUity  in  rheuma- 

I  tism  dependent  on  a  syphilitic  taint ; — ^in  epilepsy  brought. 

on  by  injuries  to  the  head. 

Dose. — One  to  Four.  . 

Mercury,  Iodide,  and  Opii. 

SSi'grSf   [one  .ad  one-third  grain. 

Propertied — ^Alterative  and  stimulant  *  The  advantage* 
of  conjoining  opiates  with  mercury  is  to  counteract  the  ten- 
dency of  the  last  named  agent  to  irritate  the  mucous  mem- 
branes of  the  stomach  and  bowels  in  irritable  subjects. 

Dose. — ^One  to  Three. 
Morphia,  Acetate.    One-eighth  grwn. 

Properties. — Anodyne  and  soporific.  Exerts  similar  ef- 
fects upon  the  system  as  the  other  salts  of  morphia,  and  some 
practitioners  give  it  the  preference  Morphia  itself  is  the  chief 
if  not  the  exclusive  narcotic  principle  of  opium,  from  which,, 
however,  it  differs  somewhat  in  its  mode  of  action. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Morpllia,  Sulphate.    One  thirty-second  and  one-eighth  gram. 

Properties. — The  sulphate  of  morphia  is  applicable  to  alL 
cases  when  the  object  is  to  relieve  pain,  quiet  restlessness,, 
promote  sleep,  or  allay  nervous  irritation  in  any  shape.  It. 
has  the  anodyne,  soporific  and  diaphoretic  properties  of  opi- 
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iim,  but  is  less  stimulant,  less  disposed  to  constipate  the  bow- 
els, and  less  apt  to  leave  behind  headache,  gausea  or 
other  unpleasant  effects. 

Dose. — (^  grain)  Two  to  Four. 
Morphia,    "ValerianatO.       One  thirty- second,  and  one-eighth  grains. 

Properties. — Morphia  neutralized  with  Valerianic  acid. 
This  salt  is  used  to  some  extent  in  nervous  diseases,  restless- 
ness, in  fevers,  &c 

Dose. — {q\  grain)  Two  to  Four. 

Morphia  Compound. 

Morphia,  Sulphate,  ^  gr.      ) 

Tart.  Pot.  and  Ant.,  i  gr.  "  >•  Three-fourths  of  a  grain. 

Calomel,  ^  gr.  ) 

Properties. — Tonic,  diaphoretic  and  alterative.  Employ- 
ed in  febrile  diseases,  especially  of  the  thoracic  organs. 

Dose. — Two  to  Four. 
Nitrate  of  Silver.    One-fourth  grain. 

Properties. — Tonic,  anti-spasmodic  and  sedative.  Em- 
ployed in  epilepsy,  chorea,  angina  pectoris,  and  other  spas- 
modic affections.  It  has  the  reputation  of  exerting  a  beneficial 
irfluence  inferior  to  no  other  remedy  in  gastralgia,  pyrosis, 
chronic  gastritis  and  diarrhea  of  phthisis.  It  possesses  a  wide 
range  of  application. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
NXLX  "Vomica,  Sxt.     One-eighth,  and  one-half  grain. 

Properties. — Increases  the  action  of  the  various  excreting 
organs.  Principally  used  when  there  is  want  of  nervous  en- 
ergy, in  the  treatment  of  paraplegia,  local  palsies,  or  of  the 
bladder,  amuarosis,  spermatorrhea,  &c. 

Dose.-  -(}  graiu)  One  to  Two. 
Opium.    One  grain. 

Properties. — ^Narcotic  and  stimulant,  and  acts  under  dif- 
ferent circumstances  as  a  diaphoretic,  febrifuge  and  anti-spas- 
modic. 

Dose. — One  to  Four. 

Opium  and  Acetate  Lead. 

Opium,  1  gr.,  )  ^  • 

Acetate  of  Lead,  1  gr.      f  ^^*^  ^™'^^- 

Properties. — Advantageous  in  hemorrhages,  attended 
with  great  constitutional  excitement 

Dose.— On©  to  Three. 
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Opit&in  and  Camphor. 

Opium,  1  gr.,       )  rnu  • 

Camphor,  2  grs.  f  ^^^®®  ^^^^ 

Propertied — Anodyne  and  sedative.  An  eflfective  prep- 
paration  to  allay  pain,  and  promote  rest 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Opium,  Camphor  and  Tannin. 

Opium,  i  gr.  ) 

Camphor,  1  gr.         v  Three  and  one-fourth  grains. 

Tannin,  2  grs.  ) 

Properties. —Astringent,  "united  with  sedative  and  sooth- 
ing tendencies.  May  be  used  in  diabetes,  to  arrest  excessive 
perspiration,  and  in  chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
PhytolaCCin.    One-half  grain. 

Properties. — Extolled  as  an  alterative  in  syphilitic,  scrof- 
ulous, rheumatic  and  cutaneous  diseases.  See  Phytolacca 
Decandra,  page  71. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Podophyllum,  Ext.     (Mandrake.)    One  gram. 

Propertied — Hydragogue  and  deobstruent,  and  in  small 
doses  alterative.  Valuable  in  many  chronic  complainta 
Will  often  break  up  bilious  and  typhoid  febrile  diseases,  if 
administered  in  sufficient  quantities  in  the  early  stages  of 
these  complaints.     See  Podophyllum  Peltatum,  page  7i. 

Dose.— Three  to  Eight. 
Podophyllin.    One-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — A  popular  and  active  purgativa  Eemark- 
ably  small  doses  will  affect  some  persons,  producing  prompt 
and  abundant  evacuations.  To  ensure  its  action  on  an  acid 
stomach,  alkalies  should  previously  be  administered  to  neu- 
tralize the  acid.     See  Poaophyllum  Peltatum,  page  74. 

Dose. — a  grain)  One  to  Two. 

Podophyllin  Compound. 

PodophyUin,  J^  gr.,  ) 

Ext.  Hyoscyamus,  i  gr.,  >  One  grain. 

"     Nux  Vomica,  ^  gr.  ) 

Properties. — Reliable  purgative,  acting  on  the  bowels 
promptly,  and  unattended  by  the  disagreeable  sequelae  which 
generally  follow  tlie  administration  of  cathartic  medicines. 
Too  much  can  not  be  said  in  favor  of  this  combination. 

Dose. — One  to  two. 


180  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE 

Podophyllin  and  Blue  Pill. 

PodophyUin,  i  gr.,      )  «,        ^. 
Blue  Pill,  2igr.,       ^  J^>re«  gfams. 

Properties. — An  excellent  alterative  and  cholagogue. 
combination. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Poppy,  Ext,    Two  grams. 

PROPERTiEa — ^Possesses  properties  analogous  to  opium, 
but  in  an  inferior  degree.  See  Papaver  Somniferum,  page 
70. 

Doae. — ^Two  to  Four. 

Potass.,  Tartrate  of  and  Iron.    Two  grains. 

PROPERTiEa — Combines  the  cooling  purgative  qualities  of 
the  tartrate,  with  the  tonic  properties  oi  the  iron. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 
Potass.,  Iodide.    Two  grains. 

Properties.— rUseftd  in  scro^ous  aflfections,  and  is  one 
of  the  best  alterative  remedies  in  mercurio-syphilitic  sore 
throat 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
Potass.,  Bromide.    One  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — Cases  of  enlarged  spleen  and  liver,  swellings 
of  the  lymphatic  glands,  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  second- 
ary syphilis  and  epilepsy  have  been  treated  successfiilly  by 
this  preparation.  It  is  considered  a  very  superior  antaphro- 
disiac. 

Dose. — ^Three  to  Six 
Quinine,   Sulphate.    One-fourth,  one,  two,  and  three  grains 

PROPERTiEa — ^Produces  upon  the  system,  so  far  as  can  be 
judged  from  observation,  the  same  efiects  as  Peruvian  bark, 
without  bein^  so  apt  to  nauseate  and  oppress  the  stomach. 
It  has  the  advantage  over  that  remedy,  not  only  that  it  is 
more  easily  administered  in  large  doses,  and  more  readily  re- 
tained by  the  stomach,  but  that,  in  cases  which  req[uire  an 
impression  to  be  made  through  the  rectum  or  the  skin,  it  is 
much  more  effectual ;  because  from  the  smallness  of  the 
bulk,  it  is  more  readily  retained  in  the  former  case,  and  more 
speedily  absorbed  in  the  latter. 

Dose. — [1  grain.]  One  to  Six. 


JOURNAL  OF  MATERIA  MEDICA.  181 


Quinine   Compound. 

Qomine,  Sulphate,  1  gr., 

Iron,  by  Hydrogen,  1  gr.,  }•  Two  and  one-thirty-second  grains. 

Arsenious  Add,  1-32  gr. 

Properties. — A  useftil  preparation  in  all  diseases  attend- 
ed with  symptoms  of  periodicity. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 


I 


Quinine,  Sulphate  and  Ext.  Belladonna. 

Quinine,  1  gr.  )  ^         j     v  if • 

Belladoinaf  Ext,  i  gr.,  f  O**^  *^^  ^  half-grains. 

PROPERTiEa — These  pills  appear  to  be  indicated  in  cases 
of  great  prostration,  complicated  with  nervous  irritation, 
generally  where  it  is  desired  to  obtain  the  combined  in- 
fluence of  an  anodyne,  or  calmative  and  tonic. 

Dose. — One  to  Four.  , 

Quinine  Sulphate  and  Iron. 

Quinine,  1  gr.,  )  ^  . 

Iron,  by  Hydrogen,  1  gr.        f  ^^^  ^^^^ 

Properties. — Tonic  and  chalybeate.  Beneficial  in  weak 
conditions  dependent  on  a  deficiency  of  red  blood  corpus- 
cles. 

Dose. — One  to  Four. 


Quinine  Sulphate  Iron  and  Strychnia. 

Quinine,  1  gr.  \     . 

Iron,  Carb.,  Vallet's,  2  grs.     y  Three  and  one-sixtieth  grains. 

Strychnia  Sulph.,  1-60  gr.,      ) 

PROPERTiEa — ^Blood  restorative,  tonic  and  nervine  stimu- 
lant A  convenient  mode  of  administering  in  combination, 
quinine,  Vallet's  preparation  and  strychnia.  May  be  employ- 
ed in  atonic  dyspepsia,  in  some  types  of  paralysis,  chorea 
and  amenorrhea. 

Dose.— One  to  Two. 

Quinine,  Valerianate.   One-haif  grain. 

Properties. — Anti-periodic  and  anti-spasmodic.  Prof  I. 
G.  Jones  extravagantly  lauds  it  in  hemicrania,  in  febrile  and 
and  other  disorders,  to  control  restlessness,  wakefulness,  and 
nervous  irritability.  Particularly  useful  in  intermittent 
neuralgia.  Claimed  to  produce  less  nervous  disorder  than 
the  sulphate. 

Dose. — One  to  Three, 
Quassia,  Ext.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Stomachic,  tonic  and  febrifuge.    It  posses- 
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ses  advantages  over  most  other  vegetable  tonics,  in  that 
it  does  not  produce  constipation,  increase  of  animal  or  arte- 
rial excitement    See  Simaruba  Excelsa,  page  89. 

Dose. — Three  to  Five. 
Rhei,     Ext.     One  grain. 

Pboperties. — Rhubarb  is  cathartic  and  astringent  Is 
much  used  as  a  laxative  for  infants.  In  small  doses  it  ap- 
pears to  invigorate  the  powers  of  digestion.  Rhubarb  claims 
the  preference  to  all  otner  medicines  in  cases  where  the  stom- 
ach is  enfeebled  or  the  bowels  relaxed,  and  at  the  same  time 
a  gentle  cathartic  is  required.  See  Rheum  Palmatum, 
page  80. 

Dose. — Two  to  Six. 

Rhei      I'il  Rhei,  U,  S.  P, 

Rhei,  3  grs.         )  p  . 

Soap,  1    "  ^  J?  our  grains. 

Properties. — ^Valuable  in  habitual  constipation.  Soap 
appears  to  counteract  the  astringent  effects  of  rhubarb. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Rhei,  Ext.  CoznpotLnd.   -P*'.  Rf^  Compositat  u,  s.  p. 

Rhei,  Ext.,  2  grs.,   \ 

Aloes,  H  grs.,  (  j,         ^^  one-half  grains. 

Myrrh,  1  gr.,  (  ^ 

Oil  Peppermint,       ) 

Properties. — ^Warm  tonic  laxativa  Useful  in  costive- 
ness,  with  debility  of  the  stomach. 

Dose. — Two  to  Five. 

Rhei  Ext.  and  Blue  Pill. 

Rhei,  Ext,  ) 

Blue  Pill,  >- Four  grains. 

Soda,  Carbonate,         ) 

Properties. — Alterative,  cholagogue  and  slightly  laxa- 
tive. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Rhei  and    Iron.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — Combines  the  properties  of  a  superior  tonic 
and  laxative ;  and  is  well  adapted  to  those  conditions  in 
which  there  is  loss  of  appetite  and  strength  complicated  with 
constipation,  or  even  a  relaxed  state  of  the  bowels  requiring 
a  gentle  cathartic. 

Dose. — Two  to  Three. 
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Bheumatic. 

Ext.  Colocynth,  Compound,  1^  grs.,      \ 
"    Colchici  Acet.,  1  gr.,  (  ™,  ,  •  i.u       • 

«    Hyoscyami,  i  gr.,  \  ^^'^^  ^^^  one-sixth  grains. 

Calomel,  ^  gr.,  ) 

Properties. — An  admirable  compound  pill  for  rheumatic 
affections.  If  given  in  the  early  stages,  it  will  often  check 
the  progress  of  this  disease  and  avert  its  painful  adherents. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Santonin.     One-half  grain. 

Properties. — The  exclusive  anthelmintic  principle  of 
A.  Santonica.  Has  been  widely  used  in  Europe  for  its  ver- 
mifuge properties. 

Dr.  Waring  says,  "In  cases  of  ascarides  lumbricoides, 
santonin  is  invaluable.  Its  efficacy  has  been  attested  by  all 
who  have  recorded  their  experience  in  its  nse.  My  own  ex- 
perience with  it,  which  has  been  very  extensive,  has  been 
most  satisfactory."  An  aperient  is  advised  a  few  hours  after 
the  last  dose  of  Santonin.  Dr.  Chipperfield  says  there  should 
be  an  interim  of  eight  hours  between  the  doses,  and  not  more 
than  three  doses  should  be  administered  in  succession,  nor 
should  it  be  re-employed  within  an  interval  of  two  or  three 
days. 

Dr.  Waring  still  further  remarks:  "In  chorea,  epilepsy, 
hysteria,  and  in  many  nervous  and  convulsive  affections  in 
women  and  children,  santonin,  in  my  practice,  has  very  tre- 
quently  disclosed  the  unsuspected  cause  of  the  affection,  viz., 
worms." 

Dose. — Two  to  Four. 
Sanguinaria,    Ext.     (Bloodroot)    One-half-grain. 

Properties. — In  small  doses  it  stimulates  the  digestive 
organs,  and  increases  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries, 
while  a  free  use  produces  a  sedative  influence  on  the  heart. 
Has  been  found  useful  in  torpid  conditions  of  the  liver,  in 
scrofulous  pneumonia,  rheumatism,  jaundice,  &c.  See  San- 
guinaria Canadensis,  page  84. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
Sanguinarin.     One-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — Same  as  blood  root 

Dose. — (I  grain)  One  to  Four;  (1  grain)  One  to  Two. 
Sarsaparilla,    Ext.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — One  of  the  most  highly  useful  alteratives  in 
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the  materia  mediea.     Unless  properly  prepared  it  will  prove 
inert 

Dose. — Two  to  Five. 
Savin.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Emmenagogne  and  ecbolic.  Savin  operates 
actively  on  the  uterine  system.  Caution  is  demanded  in  its 
exhibition.     See  Juniperus  Sabina,  page  56. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
Senna,   Ext.    Two  grains, 

Properties. — A  reliable  and  convenient  cathartic.  Indi- 
cated in  all  conditions,  when  the  object  is  to  produce  a  slight 
impression  on  the  bowels.    See  Cassia  Acutifolia,  page  18. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Soap  and  Opium.    ^H-  Saponis  Compositce.     U.  S.  P.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — A  convenient  form  for  administering  opium 
in  small  quantitiies. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 
Soda,    Bi-Carbonate.    Four  grains. 

Properties. — This  salt  has  the  general  medical  properties 
of  the  carbonate,  but  is  less  irritating.  It  is  often  resorted  to 
in  calculous  cases,  characterized  by  excess  of  uric  acid.  It 
has  been  given  in  infantile  croup,  vdth  apparent  advantage 
in  promoting  the  expulsion  of  the  false  membrane.  Dr.  Le- 
main  has  proposed  it  as  an  antiphlogistic  remedy  in  the  treat- 
ment  of  pneumonia,  croup,  and  membranous  angina,  suppos- 
ing it  to  act  on  the  principle  of  removing  from  the  blood  the 
excess  of  fibrine,  which  exists  in  that  liquid  in  inflammation. 
According  to  M.  Jeaunel,  the  use  of  bicarbonate  of  Soda  les- 
sens the  sugar  in  the  urine  of  diabetic  patients. 

Dose. — Two  to  Five.  > 

Squill  Compound.    Pil-  SciXUa  Compositor,     U.  S.  P.    Three  grains. 

Propertied — Applicable  to  the  treatment  of  chronic  affec- 
tions of  the  bronchial  membrane. 

Dose. — Two  to  Three. 
Stillingin.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Exerts  an  influence  over  the  secreting  fiinc- 
tions  unsurpassed  by  any  other  known  alterative.     Has  al- 
most a  specific  action  in  syphilitic  aflections,  and  is  a  remedy 
of  much  importance  in  scrofulous,  hepatic  and  cutaneous  dis-  . 
eases. 

Dose. — Two  to  Five, 
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StrychXlia.    One  forty-eighth,  one  thirty-second,  and  one-sixteenth  grain. 

Properties.— Strychnia  is  used  in  hemiplegia,  paraplegia, 
partial  paralysis  of  particular  joints  or  muscles,  and  of  the 
bladder.  It  has  likewise  been  used  in  neuralgia,  epilepsy, 
a^ue,  amenorrhea,  dysentery,  rheumatism,  syphilitic  osteoco- 
pi  and  obstinate  constipation.  Dr.  Pereira  has  seen  it  service- 
able in  that  shaking  or  trembling  action  of  the  muscles,  which 
is  produced  by  habitual  constipation.  In  asthma  it  has  been 
prescribed  in  very  minute  doses.  It  has  also  proved  success- 
ful in  tic-douloureux,  and  in  nervous  headaches,  in  dyspep- 
sia, chorea,  catalepsy,  gleet  and  diabetes. 

Dose. — (2^  grain)  One  to  Two. 
StramoniuIZl,    Szt.     One-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — Anodyne,  anti-spasmodic ;  will  prove  useful 
in  those  cases  where  opium  is  indicated  but  interdicted  by 
some  idiosyncrasy  of  constitution. 

Dose. — (i  grain)  One  to  Two. 
Taxtar    SnidtiC.     One-fourth  grain. 

Properties. — One-fourth  grain  repeated  every  two  or 
three  hours  produces  nausea  and  diaphoresis,  for  which  pur- 
pose it  is  used  in  febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases,  especially 
of  the  thoracic  organs.  Employed  as  an  emetic  at  the  com- 
mencement of  fevers,  especially  those  of  an  intermittent  and 
bilious  character ;  in  jaunaice,  whooping-cough  and  croup ; 
and  in  several  diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  such  as  mania, 
amaurosis,  tic-douloureux,  &c. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Taxaxactun,    Ext.     Three  grains. 

Properties. — An  excellent  remedy  to  remove  torpor  and 
engorgement  of  the  liver.  One  of  the  most  vuluable  prop- 
erties of  dandelion  consists  in  its  local  action  on  the  liver:  a 
torpid  state  of  this  organ  produces  those  symptoms  which 
are  known  as  bilious. 

A  disordered  state  of  the  liver  is  intimately  related  to  that 
most  common  of  all  diseases,  dyspepsia.  The  bile,  which  is 
nature's  stimulus  in  promoting  peristaltic  action  of  the  bow- 
els, is  increased  when  deficient,  and  improved  when  vitiated ; 
various  medical  authors  mention  its  use  and  success  in  de- 
ranged conditions  of  the  digestive  organs  connected  with  an 
abnormal  state  of  the  liver,  and  in  dropsical  effusions  arising 
from  the  same  cause. 

A  peculiar  nervous  susceptibility  common  among  dyspep- 
tics, caused  by  the  action  of  unhealthy  acrid  bile  upon  the  ir- 
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ritable  mucous  surface  of  the  bowels,  in  which  a  variety  of 
distressing  apprehensions  occur,  such  as  sudden  death,  ap- 
proaching illness,  or  of  great  personal  danger,  together  with 
an  utter  inability  of  fixing  the  attention  upon  any  subject,  or 
engaging  in  any  thing  that  demands  exertion,  may  be  reliev- 
ed or  entirely  cured  Ijy  a  faithful  use  of  the  extract.  Its  use 
in  jaundice  has  been  highly  extolled  hj  many  writers  of  estab- 
lished reputation,  and  its  use  is  sustained  oy  the'  experience 
of  physicians  of  the  present  day.  As  an  aperient,  it  acts 
gently  and  without  weakening  the  system.  In  promoting 
healthy  secretions,  and  restoring  the  various  functions  of  the 
sjstem  to  a  state  of  health  and  vigor,  it  is  unsurpassed  by 
any  other  medicinal  agent  See  Taraxacum  Dens-Leonis, 
page  99. 

Dose. — Three  to  Six. 
Tannin.     One  grain. 

Properties. — "  Tannin  is  a  useful  remedy  in  most  forms 
of  hemorrhage,  after  a  sufficient  reduction  of  arterial  action  by 
depletory  measures.  In  diarrhea,  it  is  probably  more  benen- 
cial  than  ordinary  astringents,  as  less  liable  to  irritate  the 
.stonach  and  bowels.  It  has  been  found  beneficial  in  colh- 
quauve  sweats,  in  cases  of  chronic  catarrh  with  excessive  and 
debilitating  expectoration,  in  the  advanced  stages  of  whoop- 
ing-cough and  cystirrhea." 

Dose. — Two  to  Four. 

Triplex. 

Aloes,  Ext.,  two  parts,  ) 
Podophyllin,  >•  Three  grains. 

Blue  Mass,  aa  1  part.    ) 

Properties. — Potent  antibilious  combination.  The  most 
satisfactory  results  follow  its  administration  in  the  incipient 
stages  of  fevers. 

Dose. — Two  to  Four. 
tJva    Ursi,    Ext.     Two  grains. 

Properties. — The  assertions  in  regard  to  the  properties  of 
this  plant  are  i  uutradictojy.  By  some  it  is  claimed  to  have 
a  special  direction  to  the  urinary  organs,  while  by  others  its 
peculiar  effects  are  ascribed  to  its  astringent  and  tonic  pow- 
ers. But  whatever  may  be  its  properties  or  its  mode  of  action, 
it  is  undoubtedly  useful  in  chronic  diarrhea,  dysentery;  men- 
orrhagia,  diabetes,  in  chronic  affections  of  the  bladder  and 
urinary  apparatus,  chronic  gonorrhea,  strangury,  fluor  albus, 
&c.     it  is  also  thought  to  be  highly  antilithic.     The  pills 
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may  be  administered  two  or  three  times  a  day.     See  Arctos- 
taphylos  Uva  Ursi,  page  5. 

Dose. — One  to  Seven. 
"Valerian,  Ext.     Two  grains. 

Properties. — Stimulant  tonic  and  anti-spasmodic.  Dr. 
Waring  says,  "  It  ranks  in  efficacy  next  to  assafoetida,  and 
is  said  to  be  a  useful  adjunct  to  cinchona  in  intermittents.'* 
This  agent  has  proved  eminently  useful  in  hysterical  head- 
aches; hysteria,  mania,  melancholia  and  in  some  types  of  de- 
lirium tremens.     See  Valeriana  Officinalis,  page  101. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 

'Valerianate  of  AmmonisC.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Pills  of  this  salt  are  highly  commended  in 
nervous  irritability,  epilepsy,  chorea,  headache  and  neuralgia. 

Dose. — Two  to  Six. 

Valerianate  of  Iron.    One  grain. 

Properties. — See  Iron,  Valerianate. 

Dose — One  to  Two. 

"Valerianate  of  Morphia.   One-eighth  graiy. 

Properties. — See  Morphia,  Valerianate, 

Dose — Two  to  Four. 

Valerianate  of  Qninia.   One-haif  grain. 

Properties. — See  Quinine,  Valerianate, 

Dose — One  to  Three. 

Valerianate  of  Zinc.    One  grain. 

Properties. — An  important  and  efficient  remedy  in  neu- 
ralgia, nervous  headache,  hysteria  and  other  painful  diseases 
which  have  their  origin  in  nervous  derangements. 

Dose. — One. 
Veratria.     One  thirty-second  part  of  a  grain. 

Properties. — Has  been  employed  chiefly  in  gout,  rheum- 
atism and  neuralgia;  also  in  various  nervous  affections,  as 
paralysis,  whooping-cough,  epilepsy,  hysteria,  and  disorders 
dependent  upon  spinal  irritation.     See  Veratrum,  page  102. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 
Veratrum  Viride.     One-fourth,  and  one-half  grain. 

Properties. — Prof.  Tully  regards  veratrum  eminently  effi- 
cacious in  the  management  of  gout,  rheumatism,  much  supe- 
rior to  colchicum.  Dr.  TurnbuU  has  found  it  useful  also  in 
diseases  of  the  heart,  particularly  those  of  a  functional  char- 
acter. It  has  been  most  efficacious  in  nervous  diseases,  such 
as  neuralgia,  prosopalgia  and  ischias.  Ebers  found  advan- 
tage from  its  use  in  chorea,  hypochondriasis  and  hysteria. 
M.  Pi^dagnel  affirms  that  he  succeeded  in  curing  acute  artic- 
ular rheumatism  by  it  in  seven  or  eight  days.  See  Veratrum 
Viride,  page  101. 

Dose. — (i  grain)  One  to  Two. 


13S  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE 


CH.EMICA.I.S 


AND 


PHARMACEUTICAL     PREPARATIONS. 


Acid,  Carbolic. 

Crystals,  Pure  and  Solution. 

Carbolic  acid  is  an  escharotic  stimulant,  rubefacient  and  anti- 
septic. It  possesses  very  important  disinfecting  deodorizing,  and 
antiseptic  powers.  Its  specific  action  upon  all  organic  and  inor- 
ganic matter  preserves  it  from  putrefaction  and  decay.  In  addition 
to  these  properties  it  acts  when  locally  applied,  as  an  escharotic, 
or  diluted,  as  a  stimulant;  when  given  mtemally  it  resembles 
Creasote  in  its  power  of  allaying  several  forms  of  vomiting  and 
gastric  irritability.  Dr.  Goifeey  found  benefit  from  its  use  in 
vomiting  in  pregnancy,  flatulency  of  old  age,  diarrhoea,  putrid  dis- 
charges from  the  mouth,  throat,  ears,  rectum  and  vagma.  It  is 
used  as  a  gargle  in  stomatitis,  aphthae,  diphtheria  and  ulcerated  sore 
throat,  as  a  wash  in  ill-conditioned  ulcers,  sloughing  wounds,  can- 
cerous ulcerations,  fetid  perspiration  of  feet,  or  as  a  disinfectant 
for  faecal  matter,  contagion  of  sick  room,  cesspools,  &c.  This  acid 
applied  to  hemorrhoid  is  said  to  congeal  the  contents  of  the  sac, 
and  finally  to  corrugate  and  obliterate  it  entirely.  Used  in  the 
form  of  an  ointment  or  strong  solution,  it  speedily  cures  scabies, 
and  destroys  psora  insects,  pediculi  of  every  type. 

In  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  vol.  69,  maybe 
found  a  communication  taken  from  the  London  Lancet^  in  which 
the  therapeutic  properties  of  carbolic  acid  are  ably  defended  by 
Grace  Calvert,  P.  H.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  He  quotes  extensively  from  Thom- 
as Turner,  an  eminent  British  surgeon,  regarding  its.  superior  vir- 
tues in  diphtheria,  ulcers,  fistulae  and  hemorrhoids.  A  mixture  is 
advised  by  Dr.  Turner,  of  two  drams  of  pure  solution  carbolic 
acid  in  one  dram  of  liquor  potassae  and  half  a  pint  of  water,  in 
cases  where  it  is  desirable  to  employ  the  acid  in  a  less  diluted  state 
than  the  aqueous  solution,  and  yet  not  in  its  full  strength  as  a  caus- 
tic. ^Dr.  U.  gave  it  very  successfally  in  one  or  two  cases  of  intes- 
tinal worms,  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful  of  the  aqeous  solution  in  a 
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tumbler  of  water,  morning  and  evening.  He  calls  attention  to  a 
severe  case  of  sloughing  which  was  checked  by  an  external  appli- 
cation of  the  acid,  and  cites  authority  to  prove  its  ability  to  promote 
granulation  and  hasten  the  healing  of  the  wounds. 

The  saturated  solution  contains  5  ii-  of  the  salt  to  one  gallon  of 
water. 

Dose,  one  drop  of  the  deliquesced  acid  largely  diluted  in  water, 
or  in  the  form  of  pill,  may  be  given. 

Acid,  Chromic. 

Chromic  acid  is  a  powerful  caustic.  It  is  much  used  as  an  es- 
charotic  in  sjrphiUtic  vegetations,  in  ulcerations,  condylomata, 
warts  and  morbid  growths.  Dr.  Heller  and  others  attest  its  effica- 
cy where  a  deeply  penetrating,  gradual  caustic  is  indicated.  Dr. 
Marshall  found  it  effective  for  removing  warts  and  other  morbid 
growths  from  the  genital  organs.  It  is  also  used  for  obliterating 
external  hemorrhoids.  It  is  said  to  be  less  painful  than  oth^r 
caustics ;  acts  as  a  rapid  solvent  of  organic  matter. 

The  utility  of  chromic  acid  in  syphilitic  vegetations  is  attested  by 
Mr.  Hairon,  {Annales  Oculistique),  He  asserts  he  has  employed 
it  with  marked  success,  and  also  recommends  it  for  certain  forms 
of  granular  eyelid.  "  However,"  says  the  Annales  Occuliatique, 
^^its  application,  whether  to  these  syphilitic  vegetations  or  to  fun- 
gous granulations  of  the  conjunctiva,  is  never  attended  with  pain 
or  reaction,  notwithstanding  the  rapid  destruction  of  tissue  that 
lakes  place." 

Aloin. 

1  his  substance  is  the  active  principle  of  aloes.  It  has  been  found 
to  operate  invariably  as  a  cathartic,  in  the  dose  of  one  or  two 
grains,  and  occasionally,  in  that  of  a  half  grain. 


Ammonia. 

The  salts  of  ammonia  constitute  some  of  the  most  valuable 
agents  in  the  materia  medica,  and  are  applicable'  in  the  treatment 
of  a  variety  of  diseases.  Many  of  them  are  classed  among  our 
most  reliable  alteratives,  others  as  stimulants,  all  possessing,  in  a 
high  degree,  antacid,  anti-spasmodic  and  alexipharmic  properties. 
According  to  Dr.  B.  W.  Eichardson,  the  blood  contains  ammonia 
as  a  normal  constituent,  and  the  coagulation  of  the  blood  depends 
on  the  evolution  of  this  principle.  Dr.  O.  Ward  claims  they  have 
the  power  of  dissolving  the  l^lood  corpuscles,  and  the  protein  tex- 
tures generally ;  and  "  while  their  primary  action  is  stimulant,  their 
remote  operation  is  sedative,  resolvent  and  attenuant,  implying  the 
power  of  carrying  the  products  of  inflammation  out  of  the  system. 
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According  to  the  theory  of  Dr.  Eichardson,  a  superalkaline  state 
of  the  blood,  as  observed  in  diseases  of  a  typhoid  type  and  sup- 

fressed  action  of  the  kidneys,  contra-indicates  the  use  of  this  agent. 
)r.  Waring  remarks  as  follows  on  the  utility  of  ammonia :  "  It  is 
most  useful  in  all  cases  when  the  fluidity  of  the  blood  and  plastic 
tissues  are  required ;  in  all  cases  of  the  inflammatory  type  when 
fibrin  is  in  excess,  and  when  there  is  rapid  oxidation ;  in  cases  of 
induration  of  the  tissues ;  and  it  may  be  given  as  the  other  alka- 
lies, when  acidity  of  the  secretions  is  a  prominent  symptom,  as  in 
acute  rheumatism. 

"  Salts  of  ammonia,  with  a  vegetable  acid,  such  as  the  citrate  or 
nitrate,  exert  no  influences  in  producing  an  alterative  condition  of 
the  urine.  The  ammonia  is  either  oxidized  and  converted  into 
nitric  acid,  or  more  probably  eliminated  by  the  skin  and  mucous 
membranes.     It  does  not  pass  through  the  renal  organs." 

The  vapor  of  ammonia  is  a  nervine  stimulant,  the  efficiency  of 
which  is  best  seen  in  syncope,  and  is  also  beneficial  in  the  incipi- 
ent stages  of  coryza,  tonsillitis,  and  even  pulmonary  catarrh.  Ex- 
ternally anamonia  is  useful  as  a  counter-imtant,  and  the  ammonia- 
ted  liniment  may  be  beneficially  applied  to  relieve  frost-bite.  Am- 
monia is  the  basis  of  the  following  preparations : 

Ammonia,  Aqua  Portior.  ^    , 

The  gas  constitutes  26  per  cent,  of  the  solution.  This  pre- 
paration of  ammonia  is  too  strong  for  medicinal  use  in  its  undi- 
luted state.  Its  principal  employment  is  externally  as  an  rubefa- 
cient, vesicant,  and  caustic.  Applicable  in  the  arts  to  photogra- 
phy, &c. 

Ammonia,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  of 

Valerianate  of  ammonia  is  a  powerful  nervine  stimulant  and 
anti-spasmodic.  Its  efficacy  in  neuralgia  has  been  attested  by 
several  writers.  M.  D^clat,  of  Paris,  fir4  called  the  attention  of 
the  profession  to  the  use  of  this  agent  in  neuralgia,  and  what  his 
experience  demonstrated  concerning  its  curative  influence  in  this 
disorder,  has  since  been  confirmed  by  abundant  authority.  Dr. 
O'Connor  recorded  several  cases  illustrative  of  its  hio^hlv  beneficial 
effects  in  this  disordered  state  of  the  nerves.  The  Lancet  of 
1862  refers  to  its  favorable  employment  in  diseases  of  a  similar 
character.  Stills  adds :  "  M.  D^clat  has  published  an  account  of 
the  efficacy  of  valerianate  of  ammonia  in  facial  neuralgia,  which  had 
for  years  resisted  every  other  known  treatment,  both  local  and 
general." 
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Over  simple,  so-called,  nervous  headaches,  it  is  said  to  exercise 
more  control  than  any  other  remedy. 

Its  popularity  and  efficiency  in  neuralgia  suggested  its  employ- 
ment in  some  types  of  chorea,  epUepsy,  hysteria,  nervous  irritabil- 
ity, and  in  allied  affections ;  and  in  these  diseases  it  has  acquired 
a  wide  and  merited  celebrity,  seldom  disapointing  expectations. 
Its  influence  over  epilepsy  deserves  more  than  passing  attention,  for 
many  cases  could  be  cited  where  epileptics  received  great  benefit 
from  its  use. 

In  neuralgic  paroxysms,  supervening  intense  choroiditis,  whan 
the  system  has  been  reduced  by  depletion  and  low  diet,  it  has- 
been  known  to  give  relief,  prnduce  tranquil  sleep,  and  improve  the 
appetite,  and  that  too  when  sulphate  of  quinine  seemed  merely  to 
exasperate  the  pain. 

The  elixir  presents  the  preparation  in  a  pleasant  and  agreeable 
form  of  administi'ation,  without  materially  altering  the  effects  of 
these  agents  when  crudely  combined.  It  may  be  said  to  possess 
all  the  medicinal  utility  of  Pierlot's  Solution  of  Valerianate  of 
Ammonia,  without  being  open  to  the  objection  of  being  so  disa- 
greeable both  in  taste  and  odor,  an  objection  of  no  little  consid- 
eration with  the  physician,  contending,  as  he  often  must  in  diseases,, 
with  stomachs  easily  revolted  by  anything  bordering  on  the 
offensive  in  medicine,  an  objection  too,  which  has  thrown  many  a 
valuable  instrument  to  combat  disease  into  practical  disuse. 

Ever  since  the  valerianate  of  ammonia  became  introduced  into 
medicine,  and  its  utility  fairly  established,  the  profession  has  called 
for  some  form-  of  exhibition  to  masque  its  offensiveness,  which 
demand  is  satisfied  in  the  elixir,  without  materially  altering  its 
efficacy. 

Another  agi-eeable  mode  of  administration  is  in  the  form  of 
pills  coated  so  as  conceal  all  disagreeable  odor. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  the  salt. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  fluid  dram. 

Ammonia  and  Qninia,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  of. 

This  preparation  contains  the  nervine  stimulant  and  anti  spas- 
modic  properties  of  valerianate  ot  ammonia  together  with  the  anti- 
periodic  virtues  of  valerianate  of  quinia.  The  former  is  eminently 
applicable  in  neuralgia,  hysteria,  epilepsy,  and  kindred  affections, 
and  has  received  high  encomiums  for  its  promptness  of  action  in 
controlling  this  class  of  disorders.  The  valerianate  of  quinia  is 
tonic,  febrifuge  and  sedative,  and  is  pronounced  by  some  to  be  a 
more  powerful  anti-periodic  than  the  sulphate,  even  when  given 
in  smaller  doses,  to  act  more  kindly,  and  not  liable  to  occasion 
the  same  neuropathic  phenomena.  It  has  been  employ?  ed  with 
signal  success  in  intermittent  or  remittent  fever,  and  here  observ- 
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ed  to  give  at  least  temporary  relief  after  the  sulphate  of  quinia 
had  proved  abortive  and  some  of  the  most  vaimted  remedies^ 
useless. 

By  this  coi|abiDation  we  have  an  agent  whoae  therapeutical  in- 
fluence is  that  both  of  a  well  known  and  highly  efficient  nervine 
stimulant,  anti-spasmodic  and  anti-periodic. 

This  elixir  may  be  used  in  debility  attended  with  nervous  dis- 
orders, intermittent  neuralgia,  hemicrania,  and  in  febrile  or  other 
diseases,  to  remove  restlessness,  wakefulness,  and  nervous  irrita- 
bility. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  valerianate  of  ammonia 
and  one-fourth  grain  of  valerianate  of  quinia. 
.  Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram  repeated  several  times  a  day,  accord- 
ing to  indications. 

Ammonia  and  Strychnia,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  o£ 

Neurotic  tonic  and  stimulant  The  medicines  which  enter  into 
this  combination  are  severally  potent  and  multiform  in  their  ac- 
tion, and  individually  have  l)een  extensively  used  in  the  multifa- 
rious forms  in  which  the  neuroses  are  developed,  and  with  so  uni- 
formly gratifying  results,  as  to  give  them  a  very  wide  celebrity  in 
combating  nervous  maladies  and  their  concomitant  symptoms,  and 
in  the  combined  state  are  said  to  possess  maryiellous  virtues. 
The  most  unpleasant,  annoying  and  painful  nervous  complaints 
are  oftentimes  traced  directly  to  atony  of  the  gastric  secretory 
glands  and  impairment  of  the  entire  digestive  apparatus.  This 
ehxir  is  recommended  for  such  morbid  states.  It  not  only  tempo- 
rarily reduces  excitability,  pacifies  the  nerves  which  give  rise  to 
the  multitude  of  sympathetic  pains,  but  promotes  integrity  of  ac- 
tion and  imparts  tone  to  the  nerves  which  controls  the  functions 
of  the  primce  vwRj  where  resides  the  primary  cause  of  the  disorder, 
and  thus  effects  a  permanent  cure. 

In  hysterical  affections,  sleeplessness,  sick-headache,  flushes  of 
heat  in  the  face,  burning  of  the  hands,  inability  to  fix  the  attention 
tong  on  any  particular  subject,  and  in  the  distressing  and  often 
intractable  symptoms  of  dyspepsia,  it  will  prove  of  much  service. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  valerianate  of  ammonia 
and  one-sixteenth  grain  of  valerianate  of  strychnia. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram,  repeated  as  often  as  indications 
require. 

Ammonia,  Hyx>opliospliite  o£ 

Stimulant  tonic.  It  is  one  of  the  agents  recommended  in  the 
treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  employment  of  this 
remedy  is  inaicated  in  that  class  of  maladies  characterized  by  a 
want  of  nervous  tone  and  integrity,  and  in  some  types  of  mental 
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aberrance  and  defective  osseous  formation.    In  most  cases  of  lan- 
guor and  debility,  restlessness  and  spasmodic  action  of  the  mus- 
cles associated  with  atony  of  the  nervous  system,  much  benefit 
may  be  expected  from  it 
Dose,Jen  to  Airt^  grain^^^    .^  ^^ 

Ammonia,  Oxalate  o£ 

The  Oxalate  will  admit  of  qiiite  an  extensive  range  in  its  ap- 
plication. In  some  stages  of  typhoid  fever,  when  a  mfld  alterative 
would  appear  indicated,  this  agent  will  be  found  useful.  It  may 
be  employed  in  most  diseases  of  atony  with  a  prospect  of  success. 
It  has  acquired  some  reputation  in  eruptive  fevers,  such  as  scarla- 
tina and  rubeola.  It  is  said  to  be  useful  in  leucorrhea,  gleet, 
chronic  sore  throat,  &c. 

Ammonia,  Phosphate  o£ 

The  phosphate  of  anmaonia  was  introduced  into  medicine  by 
Dr.  Buckler  of  Baltimore,  in  the  year  1846,  as  an  agent  of  much 
value  to  combat  gout  and  rheumatism. 

His  theory  was  that  it  decomposes  the  insoluble  urate  of  soda, 
which  is  the  probable  basis  of  gouty  and  rheimiatic  concretions, 
and  leads  to  the  formation  of  two  soluble  salts,  phosphate  of  soda 
and  urate  of  ammonia,  which  may  be  readily  elinunated  by  the 
secretions.  Stills  remarks,  "Dr.  Edwards,  in  England,  used  it 
with  great  success  in  almost  every  variety  of  gout  and  rheimia- 
tism,  both  prior  to  the  development  of  the  inflammatory  stage  and 
after  its  partial  subsidence.  "This  remedy  was  fairly  tried  in 
acute  and  sub-acute  rheumatic  cases,  by  Dr.  Pepper,  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital,  and  patients  recovered  under  its  use,  sometimes, 
when  other  plans  of  treatment  had  failed."  Its  employment  is  also 
spoken  of  to  prevent  the  formation  of  calculi.  It  may  be  given  in 
doses  of  from  three  to  twenty  grains,  three  times  a  day,  diluted  in 
water. 

Ammonia,  Spirits  of 

Spirits  of  ammonia  are  stimulant,  antispasmodic,  and  alexiphar- 
mic.  Ammonia  is  adapted  for  speedily  rousing  the  action  of  the 
vascular  and  respiratory  systems  and  for  the  prompt  alleviation  of 
spasms.  As  an  internal  and  external  remedy  to  obviate  the  se- 
quelae of  the  bite  of  rabid  animals,  venomous  insects  and  reptiles, 
its  power  is  well  known.  By  way  of  inhalatioQ,  it  is  administered 
when  it  is  desired  to  make  a  strong  impression  on  the  nervous 
system,  in  cephalalgia,  hemicrania,  and  laintness  or  collapse.   Am- 


144  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE 

moniacal  inhalations  have  been  found  very  nsefiil  in  asphyxia,, 
and  to  prevent  an  attack  of  epilepsy. 

Ammonia,  Aromatic  Spirits  of 

Stimulant  and  alexipharmic.  Medicinal  properties  bear  a  close* 
resemblance  to  those  ot  the  simple  spirits.  It  is  a  weaker  prepara- 
tion, and  has  the  preference  with  physicians  on  account  of  its 
grateful  taste  and  smell. 

In  languor,  syncope,  hysteria,  and  nervous  debility,  it  proves 
very  serviceable.  In  the  flatulent  colic  of  children  (gutt  ij~v  in 
milKj,  it  aflfords  more  speedy  relief  than  any  other  remedy.  In 
sick  neadache,  heartburn  and  acidity  of  the  primae  viae,  it  proves- 
speedily  effectual. 

Dose,  thirty  to  sixty  drops,  diluted  with  water. 

Ammonia,  Valerianate  o£ 

Particularly  valuable  in  neuralgia  and  all  nervous  affections.. 
For  a  more  extended  notice  of  its  therapeutical  uses,  see  Aramo- 
nia^  Eihdr  Valerianate  of. 

Dose,  two  to  eight  grains,  dissolved  in  water. 

Ammonium,  Bromide  o£ 

Dr.  Gibb,  alluding  to  the  thempeutic  agency  of  this  compound, 
recommends  it  as  an  absorbent  m  glandular  and  other  enlarge- 
ments; as  especially  fitted  for  functional  nervous  diseases,  and  as 
possessing  no  inconsiderable  power  to  control  affections  of  the  mu- 
cous membranes  and  the  skin.  He  gives  it  a  value  in  epilepsy,  at- 
tributes to  it  an  almost  magical  efficacy  in  some  forms  of  ovaritis, 
favors  its  administration  in  strumous  ophthalmia  in  the  young,  and 
thinks  its  influence  may  be  beneficial  in  corpulency  to  promote- 
the  absorption  of  adipose  tissue,  and  modify  or  lessen  the  secre- 
tions from  the  oily  sudoriferous  glands.  Cases  of  chorea  and. 
whooping-cough  have  been  cured  by  this  drug.  Favorable  men- 
tion is  made  of  its  utility  in  conjunctivitis,  corneitis  and  leucoma. 
It  may  be  given  in  doses  varying  from  two  to  ten  grains,  three 
times  a  day. 

Ammonium,  Iodide  o£ 

Alterative,  tonic,  anti-syphilitic,  and  sometimes  acting  as  a  diu- 
retia  It  closely  resembles  the  iodide  of  potassium  but  is  more 
powerful. 
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Dr.  Danglison  observes:  ^^It  was  introduced  into  medical  prac- 
tice by  M.  Biett,  of  Paris,  as  a  valuable  therapeutical  agent  in 
certain  diseases  ^  of  tbe.skui,  ^Several  sucoQ98ful  cases  of  its  em- 
ployment in  lepra  and  psoriasis,  by  M,  Biett|  are  given  by  Dr. 
Pennock" 

Dr.  Waring  remarks:  '^It  appears  e9p^ially  adapted  to 
syphilitic  affections  of  the  skin.  In  syphilitic  affections  it.  was 
first  employed  by  Dr.  B.  W.  Eichardaou,  who  reported  favorably 
of  its  operation.  More  recently  it  has  been  systematically  tried 
by  Dr.  Gamberini,  who  considers :  L  That  it  is  suitable  for  all  cases 
in  whidi  the  iodides  of  potassium  and  sodium  are  employed.  2. 
That  it  leads  to  a  rapid  cure.  8.  That  there  is  great  tolerance  of 
the  remedy,  v  4.  That  employed  in  friction  with  olive  oil  (gr.  iij 
ad  01.  %  ij),  it  causes  the  disappearance  of  nocturnal  syphilitic 
pains.  5.  That  under  its  internal  use  indurations  consecutive  of 
chancre,  disappear,  as  do  also  indurated  glands  of  the  groin.  6. 
That  arthralgia,  rheumatoid  affections,  periostitis,  enlarged  glands, 
and  papulo-vesicular  eruptions,  are  forms  of  syphilis  most  readily 
ourea  by  this  salt  7.  The  signs  of  intolerance  are  a  sense  of 
burning  in  the  throat,  and  heat  of  the  stomach,  but  these  rapidly 
disappear  on  the  suspension  of  the  medicine  for  a  couple  of  days. 
It  seems  well  worthy  of  a  more  extended  use. 

'*In  scrofula,  attended  with  glandular  enlargement,  as  incipient 
phthisis,  and  in  chronic  rheumatism.  Dr.  Bichardson  used  the 
iodide  with  advantage.  In  enlarged  tonsils,  he  found  a  solution  of 
the  iodide  ( 3  ss)  in  glycerin  (f  J  ij  very  efficacious.  It  was  applied 
at  night  with  a  camel  s  hair  brusn." 

Dose,  one  to  three  grains. 

Aromatic  Compound. 

{Composed  of  Oinger,  Cinnamon,  Cardamony  and  other  Corrigents.) 

Used  principally  for'flavoring  extracts,  and  counteracting  the  un- 
pleasant taste  of  medicines. 

Medicinally,  applicable  in  griping  of  the  bowels,  &c. 
Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 


Arsenic,  Iodide  o£ 

Alterative  and  tonic.  When  given  internally  it  is  absorbed 
into  the  system,  and  is  eliminated  by  the  iirine,  saliva  and  per- 
spiration. It  is  a  powerful  remedy,  and  requires  to  be  given  with 
great  caution.  Dr.  Walshe  pronounces  it  one  of  the  most  valuable 
remedies  in  use  for  cancer.     The  results  of  his  experience  are, 

10 
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*  * 

that  though  it  can  claim  no  decided  curative  powers  for  cancer^ 
yet  Tinder  its  administration  pain  of  the  the  tumor  decreases,  and 
the  size  generally  diminishes,  the  enlargement  becomes  suspended, 
and  the  health  of  the  patient  improves.  Dr.  Waring  thus  sums  up 
the  conclusions  of  Dr.  Walshe : — 

"  1.  Given,  in  doses  of  -from  ,« to  i  of  a  grain,  twice  a  day,  two 
hours  after  eating,  the  iodide  of  arsenic  is  well  borne,  and  may 
be  continued  without  risk  for  several  months. 

"  2.  The  sjTstem,  generally,  soon  gives  evidence  of  its  action : 
unusual  palpitation,  with  dryness  of  the  fauces  and  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  occur ;  sometimes  slight  headache  is  complained  of,  but  this 
is  rare ;  and  I  have  known  the  most  violent  periodic  headache^ 
which  had  affected  a  lady  for  years,  disappear  while  she  was  under 
the  influence  of  this  salt 

"  3.  The  pain  of  the  tumor  decreases  in  voluma 

"  4.  The  size  of  breast  generally  diminishes ;  and,  if  the  tumor 
itself  does  not  actually  lessen  in  bulk,  I  have  at  least  found  that 
its  enlargement,  previously  more  or  less  active  and  apparent,  be- 
comes, as  far  as  can  be  determined,  suspended 

"6.  The  general  health  improves." 

Dr.  A.  T.  Thompson  has  employed  this  medicine  with  success, 
in  doses  of  A  of  a  grain,  in  lepra,  psoriasis  and  impetigo,  while 
Dr.  Nelligan  claims  there  is  no  better  constitutional  remedy  in 
tinea  capitis. 

He  prescribed  it  in  doses  of  A  of  a  grain  to  J  for  an  adult,, 
and  from  20  to  i  for  young  children. 

Dose,  A  to  l^  of  a  grain,  three  times  a  day. 

Arsenic  and  Mercury,  Solution  Iodides  of. 

{Ihnovan^s  Solution.) 

m 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  Teriodide  of  Arsenic  equal  to  -J-  ^rain 
of  Arsenious  Acid,  of  Iodide  of  Mercury  equivalent  to  J  gram  of 
the  Peroxide  of  Mercury,  and  f  grain  of  Iodine,  converted  into 
hydriodic  acid. 

Powerful  alterative  particularly  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  ve- 
nereal diseases,  cancerous  diseases,  sycosis,  urticaria  or  nettle  rash, 
lepra,  diseases  of  the  scalp,  and  other  obstinate  cutaneous  afi'ec- 
tions.  A  persistent  use  of^this  medicine  for  months  is  requisite  in 
order  to  accomplish  the  desired  effect  Sometimes  it  will  occasion 
derangement  of  the  stomach,  confinement  of  the  bowels,  headache, 
nausea,  mental  disturbances,  and  even  salivation.  When  these 
morbid  symptoms  OQcur,  the  drug  should  be  discontinued,  and  a 
purgative  administered. 


JOURNAL  OF   MATERIA  MEDICA.  147 

Dose,  five  to  twenty  drops  in  distilled  water,  given  three  times 
a  day. 

Incompatibles, — Acids,  opium,  the  salts  of  morphia,  and  many 
other  salts. 


Atropia. 

See   Atropa  Belladonna^   page   10.      Dose,   powdered),  -5^  of  a 
grain.     Dose,  (pill),  Ar  grain. 


Bisvauth. 

Bismuth  possesses  no  acknowledged  therapeutical  value  in  an 
uncombined  stata  But  the  several  preparations  are  highly  ex- 
tolled and  widely  employed  in  the  painful  affections  of  the  stomachy 
in  inflamed  condition  of  mucous  surfaces,  and  in  derangements  of 
the  nervous  system.  Each  has  its  able  advocates  to  attest  its 
peculiar  curative  or  remedial  powers. 

Bismutli,  Ammonio-Citrate  of 

{Scales^  Soluble  in  vxiter,) 

Its  ready  solubility  in  the  stomach  renders  it  more  desirable  for 
administration  than  the  sub-nitrate,  or  perhaps  the  other  salts. 

Dose,  two  grains,  in  substance,  dissolved  in  water  or  syrup.  In 
ease  the  solution  does  not  readily  take  place  add  a  few  drops  of 
aqua  ammonia. 

Bismuth  Liquor,  or  LicLuid  Bismuth* 

The  advantages  of  this  preparation  are,  that  the  metal  is  in  a 
perfect  state  of  solution  ;  being  a  solution  of  ammoniated  citrate, 
it  mixes  with  water  and  other  fluids  without  precipitation.  "  It 
allays  pain  in  acute  initability  of  the  stomach,  (without  nausea, 
or  much  acidity),  especially  that  which  remains  after  ulceration," 
and  is  the  most  eligible  form  for  the  administration  of  Bismuth. 
Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  citrate  of  bismuth. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram. 

Bismuth,  Sub  Carbonate  of 

Becommended  by  Prof.  Hannon  of  Brussels  as  a  substitute  for  . 
the  nitrate,  who  alleges  for  it  the  good  qualities  of  the  sub- nitrate, 
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that  it  is  antacid,  readily  soluble  in  the  gastric  juice,  rarely  con- 
stipates, and  may  be  employed  for  a  long  time  without  oppress- 
ing the  stomach ;  it  is  insipid,' excites'^no'repugnance,'and'may  be 
taken  before  meala 

Dr.  Waring  calls  attention  to  this  medicine  in  the  vomiting  of 
children  dunng  dentition,  and  in  the  diarrhea  of  weak  children, 
remarking,  "It  may  also  be  employed  with  every  prospect  of  sue- 
sess."  Dr.  Hannon  thinks  the  sub-carbonate  is  aemanded  in  all 
cases  of  gastralgia  following  the  phlegmasia^  of  the  digestive 
organs  when  there  are  acid  or  putrid  erucations,  in  which  there  is  a 
tendency  to  diarrhea  and  spasmodic  vomiting.  The  dose  for  an 
adult  is  fix)m  ten  to  fifteen  grains,  for  children,  two  to  five. 

Bismuth,  Snbnitrate  o£ 

The  subnitrate  of  bismuth  is  tonic  and  anti-spasmodic,  sedative 
and  alterative.  In  consequence  of  its  soothing  influence  upon  ir- 
ritated or  inflamed  mucous  surfaces,  it  becomes  an  edective  med- 
icine in  some  forms  of  dyspepsia,  heartburn,  painful  Sections  of 
the  stomach,  such  as  gastralgia,  cardialgia  and  pyrosis ;  also  in 
•diarrhea  of  typhus  fever,  and  consumption,  and  in  subacute 
•and  chronic  dysentery. 

StiU^  attributes  to  this  drug  an  almost  specific  power  in  cases  of 

Sure  gastralgia,  stating  its  efficacy  becomes  impaired  the  more  the 
isease  is  complicated  with  other  disorders,  ana  that  ifis  necessary 
to  combine  with  it  other  appropriate  remedies  in  the  treatment  of 
individual  cases,  "  vegetable  tonics,  when  digestion  continues  feeble 
after  the  removal  of  the  pain ;  alkalies  or  magnesia,  when  the  vom- 
ited matters  are  intensely  acid,  and  iron  when  evidences  of  ansdmia 
exist  If  constipation  co-exist,  magnesia,  or  small  doses  of  saline 
aperients  should  be  administered."  , 

**  This  medicine  is  recommended  in  nervous  vomiting,  such  as  that 
of  pregnancy,  and  that  induced  by  cancer  of  the  stomach,  in  those 
forms  of  gastric  derangements  characterized  less  by  acute  than  by 
dull  pain,  or  by  an  excessive  secretion  of  acid  in  the  stomach,  and 
unnatural  craving  appetite  for  food,  induced  by  a  sense  of  perpet- 
ual sinking  at  the  epigastrium,  or  accompanied  by  a  profixse  secre- 
tion  of  gas. 

It  works  by  way  of  eminence  in  those  stages  of  diarrhea,  when  as- 
tringents and  antacids  are  indicated,  and  has  acquired  considerable 
reputation  in  the  treatment  of  diarrhea  consequent  on  phthisis.  Cases 
or  tuberculous  diarrhea  are  recorded  which  succumbed  to  this 
agent  after  the  patient's  life  was  despaired  of,  and  a  failure  of  the 
ordinary  remedies  to  give  relief  It  may  be  administered  in  doses 
of  from  five  to  fifteen  grains,  three  times  a  day. 
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Bismuth,  Tannate  o£ 

This  preparation  combines  the  astriogency  of  tannin  with  the 
sedative  and  tonic  qualities  of  bismuth.  Dr.  Cap,  of  the  Acade- 
my of  Medicine,  Paris,  was  first  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profes- 
sion to  the  therapeutics  of  this  new  product  From  a  considera- 
tion of  the  valuaole  properties  of  the  two  elements — ^tannin  being 
a  pure  astringent,  and  bismuth  possessing  tonic  properties,  and  a 
highly  soothing  influence  upon  irritated  or  inflamed  mucous  sur- 
faces— was  suggested  to  him  the  idea  that  a  combination  might 
be  serviceable  in  chronic  diarrhea,  chronic  gastritis,  heartburn, 
dyspepsia,  &c.  Subsequently,  experience  with  this  new  product 
proved  the  correctness  of  his  conclusions,  and  corroborative  of 
them  we  have  the  testimony  of  nearly  all  physicians  who  have 
given  it  a  fair  trial.  Several  cases  of  diarrhea  are  stated  by  Dr. 
C,  which  came  under  his  own  observation,  where  the  disease  was 
not  only  checked,  but  cures  effected,  by  doses  of  two  to  four 
grammes.  Dr.  C.  also  records  twelve  cases,  which  other  physicians 
had  treated  successfully  by  the  adoption  of  his  plan  of  medication. 
Cures  were  generally  effected  in  two  days. 

This  medicine  is  to  all  purposes,  without  taste,  and  the  most 
sensitive  and  delicate  constitutions  do  not  object  to  taking  it 

Dose,  five  to  fiflieen  grains,  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Bismuth,  Valerianate  of. 

Sedative,  astringent  and  anti-spasmodic.  It  is  valuable  in  neu- 
ralgic affections,  painful  disorders  of  the  stomach,  chronic  gastral- 
gia  and  nervous  palpitations.  Particularly  useful  in  gastrodynia 
of  hysterical  women,  when  combined  with  belladonna.  It  may 
be  given  in  doses  from  one-half  to  two  grains,  three  times  a  day 

•      Blackberry,  Syrup  of. 

The  medical  properties  of  blackberry  are  tonic  and  astringent. 
This  syrup  has  been  used  in  cases  of  diarrhea,  dysentery,  cholera 
infantum,  relaxed  states  of  the  bowels  of  children,  &c.  The  Jon/r- 
nal  of  Rational  Medicine  contaxus  a  short  though  valuable  paper 
upon  the  therapeutics  of  the  blackberry  root,  by  Dr.  Sneed,  of  Cul- 
loden,  Ohio ;  also  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dr.  S.  maintains  that  its  usefulness  in  disorders  of  the  bowels  does 
not  depend  principally  upon  the  tannic  acid  it  contains,  but  that  its 
most  powerful  effects,  in  these  instances,  are  attributable  to  the 
bitter,  stimulant  or  tonic  properties,  distinct  from  its  astringent  ef- 
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fefcts.  He  avers  that  a  small  quantity  of  the  fluid  extract,  taken 
into  the  stomach,  increases  the  appetite,,  and  at  times,  he  finds,  pro- 
duces a  glow  over  the  surface  of  the  body,  which  induces  him  to 
regard  the  therapeutic  action  rather  as  a  stimulant  than  tonic,  as 
mentioned  by  most  writers.  He  says  that  he  has  found  a  prepara- 
tion of  the  bark  of  the  root  gmted;  and  cold  water  applied  to  it 
produces  some  of  the  most  extraordinary  cures  in  chronic  diarrhea 
and  dysentery,  and  even  in  cases  when  other  medicines  failed, 
and  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  His  preparation,  though  less 
powerful,  is  similar  in  its  action  to  the  fluid  extraxjt,  which  is  the 
most  convenient  form  in  which  it  can  be  used,  as  by  the  addition 
of  cold  water,  the  strength  can  readily  be  made  to  suit  the  emer- 
gency of  any  patient  He  advises  the  administration  of  this  reme- 
dy in  small  doses,  five  or  six  times  a  day.* 

This  agent  may  be  used  as  a  tonic  or  stimulant,  in  other  diseases 
than  those  of  the  bowels.  In  most  cases  of  debility  of  children^ 
attended  with  loss  of  appetite,  this  syrup,  perseverea  in  for  a  few 
days,  will  be  found  highly  advantageous. 

This  is  prepared  fi*om  the  formulae  of  Surgeon  Gen.  U.  S.  A., 
and  was  found  very  efficacious  in  chronic  diarrhea  prevalent  in 
the  army ;  it  is  also  an  excellent  substitute  for  the  spiced  syrup  of 
rhubarb,  where  that  remedy  is  deficient  in  astringency. 

Dose,  one-half  to  two  drams. 


Black  Drop. 

Black  Drop  is  synonymous  with  vinegar  of  opium,  opii  acetum. 
This  preparation  disturbs  the  head  less,  distresses  the  stomach 
less,  and  constipates  the  bowels  less  than  the  crude  drug,  or  the 
many  preparations  of  opium.  It  is  of  double  the  strength  of  laud- 
anum, six  and  a  half  minims  containing  the  soluble  parts  of  about 
one  grain  of  opium.  It  exhibits  all  the  anodyne  or  soporific 
properties  of  the  narcotic,  and  may  be  advantageously  used,  in 
many  instances,  when  in  consequence  of  some  idiosyncrasy  in  the 
disease  or  in  the  constitution  of  the  patient,  opium  itself  or  laud- 
anum is  contra-indicated,  because  they  occasion  headache,  nausea 
and  other  disagreeable  sequelae. 

Dose,  one  to  ten  drops. 


Calcium,  Iodide  of. 

This  preparation  possesses  alterative  and  tonic  properties.  The 
January  issue  of  Braithwaite's  Retrospect,  of  1860,  contains  the 
subjoined  short  article  on  the  merits  of  iodide  of  calcium :  **  This 
salt  is  very  valuable  in  cases  in  which  the  iodide  of  potassium  i^ 
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inadmissible.  It  does  not  occasion  iodism,  or  resorption  ot  the 
healtbj  tissues;  it  does  iK)t  not  excite  tke  droulation,  nor  irritate 
the  stomach  and  bladder,  by  passing  oS  too  rapidly  hj  the  kidneys. 

"  Its  solution  in  rnilk  is  perfectly  tastelesa  It  is  particidarly 
useful  in  squamous  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  chronic  and  metallic 
poisoning  by  mercury,  lead  and  copper." 

Dose,  one-fourth  of  a  grain  in  solution  three  time  daily. 


Calisaya. 

Calisaya  is  a  species  of  cinchona  known  as  cinchona  flava,  or 
yellow  bark.  It  is  tonic,  astringent  and  anti-periodic.  All  the 
cinchona  varieties  possess  similar  therapeutic  uses,  though  their 
utiUty  depends  on  the  proportion  in  which  the  alkaloids  are  pres- 
ent in  them.  Calisaya  is  almost  free  from  the  astringent  principle, 
is  very  rich  in  quinia,  and  the  most  highly  esteemed  of  all  the  va- 
rieties of  Peruvian  bark.  It  will  be  found  beneficial  in  all  chronic 
affections  attended  with  periodicity,  great  feebleness,  or  nocturnal 
perspiration,  in  those  cases  where  morbid  discharges  have  reduced 
the  system.  It  appears  to  be  contra-indicated  in  acute  inflamma- 
tion, inflammatory  fevers,  plethora,  active  hemorrhages,  and  in 
all  nervous  or  vascular  irritations. 


Calisaya,  Elixir  of. 

Calisaja  constitutes  the  active  agent  of  this  elegant  aromatic 

E reparation.  It  is  an  agreeable  and  general  tonic  in  convalescence 
•om  disease  in  children  and. feeble  persons,  and  prophylactic 
against  intermittents.  Its  tonic,  anti-intermittent  and  sedative 
properties  render  it  highly  useful  in  a  great  variety  of  diseases, 
and  while  it  is  characteristically  febrifiige,  it  can  be  used  in  most 
cases  where  tonics  are  prescribed.  It  is  advised  in  adynamic  and 
gangrenous  affections,  in  typhoid  fevers  with  extreme  prostration, 
in  passive  hemorrhages  accompanied  with  great  feebleness,  &c. 
It  is  useful  in  the  treatment  of  gout,  chronic  rheumatism,  scrofu- 
la, and  scorbutic  maladies. 

It  will  be  found  of  great  advantage  in  dyspepsia,  attended  with 
irritation  of  the  stomach ;  in  severe  diarrheas  and  those  that  have 
been  chronic ;  in  long  continued  inflammations  of  the  mucous 
membranes,  better  treated  with  tonics  than  anti-phlogistically,  in 
cases  of  convalescence,  when  the  system  is  recovering  from  pros- 
tration ;  and  generally  in  weak  and  prostrated  states  of  the  system, 
particularly  auring  summer  months. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  forty  grains  of  true  calisaya  bark. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 
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Galisaya  and  Pyrophosphate  of  Iron,  Elixir  o£ 

This  is  one  of  the  most  acceptable  tonic  preparations  ever 
mada  It  combines  all  the  virtues  of  the  calisaya  Dark  with  the 
important  medicines,  iron  and  phosphorus,  in  the  form  of  the 
pyro-phbsphate  of  iron,  a  very  mild,  nearly  tasteless  salt,  accept- 
able to  the  most  delicate  stomach,  easily  assimilated  and  having 
no  tendency  to  pervert  the  gastric  and  intestinal  secretions,  which 
are  the  results  of  many  of  thp  chalybeates.  The  iron  and  bark 
principles  are  so  combined  in  this  preparation  as  to  form  a  pleas- 
ant aromatic  cordial,  devoid  of  any  ferruginous  taste.  It  is  effi- 
cent  both  as  a  tonic  and  chalybeate,  and  applicable  to  a  numerous 
class  of  obvious  diseases. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  thirty  grains  of  calisaya,  and  twelve 
grains  of  iron. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 

Calisaya,  Iron  and  Bismuth,  Elixir  o£ 

This  preparation  combines  all  the  valuable  properties  of  calisaya 
and  iron,  with  those  of  the  ammonio-citrate  of  bismuth,  and  has 
been  used  with  marked  effect  in  dyspepsia,  anaemia,  female  debili- 
ty, as  a  general  tonic. 

The  ammonio-citrate  of  bismuth  operates  on  the  system  in 
smaller  doses  than  the  officinal  preparations  and  with  greater  cer-* 
tainty  and  efficiencv,  two  grains  constituting  an  ordinary  dose.  A 
variety  of  cases  will  be  readily  suggested  to  the  physician  by  the 
combination,  in  which  it  can  be  used  with  benefit 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains,  calisaya,  forty  grains;  iron,  eight 
grains ;  citrate  bismuth,  eight  grains. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 

Calisaya,  Iron  and  Stryohnia,  Elixir  o£ 

The  combination  of  strychnia  with  the  valuable  properties  of 
the  other  articles  possesses  the  advantage  of  a  larger  adaptation  to 
those  cases  of  general  debility  complicated  with  nervous  difficul- 
ties, as  well  as  to  cases  attended  with  constipation,  &c.  Strychnia, 
by  its  peristaltic  action  on  the  muscular  coating  of  the  alimentary 
tube,  overcomes  torpidity  of  the  bowels,  while  iron  enriches  the 
impoverished  blood  with  red  corpuscles,  and  together  with  cali- 
saya, gives  increased  tone  and  vitality  to  the  system  generallv. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  one-hunoreth  of  a  grain  of  strychnia. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 
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Cantharidal  Acetic  Rube&cient. 

A  convenient  and  efficient  instrument  to  produce  counter-irrita- 
tion when  it  is  desired  to  occasion  merely  redness  or  inflammation 
of  the  skin.  Oflfered  as  a  substitute  for  the  ordinary  irritants,  such 
as  mustard. 


Cantharidal  Acetic  Vesicant. 

An  energetic  and  reliable  epispatic.  On  account  of  the  facility 
of  application,  certainty  of  effect,  and  slightness  of  pain,  no  agent 
is  equal  to  cantharides  for  causing  vesication  when  applied  to  the 
skin.  Applicable  to  those  conditions  when  it  is  desirable  to  sub- 
stitute a  mild  and  easily  managed  disease  for  an  internal  and 
intractable  one;  when  a  desiderative  influence  is  required,  and 
the  absorbents,  the  circulation  and  the  whole  system  need  stim- 
ulation and  increased  vigor  by  external  means.  It  is  recom- 
mended to  physicians  as  the  most  prompt  blistering  article  in  use. 


Cantharidal  Collodion. 

"  It  produces  a  blister  in  about  the  same  time  as  the  ordinary 
cerate,  and  has  the  advantages  that  it  is  applied  with  greater  fa- 
cility, is  better  adapted  to  cover  uneven  surfaces,  and  retains  its 
place  with  more  certainty."  On  application,  evaporation  of  the 
ether  takes  place  in  less  than  a  minute,  and  it  may  then  be  re- 
appUed  if  n^essary. 


Ceritun,  Oxalate  o£ 

Nervine  tonic  and  sedative.  Prof  Simpson,  of  Edingurgh, 
speaks  of  it  as  almost  a  specific  in  chorea.  It  has  been  extrava- 
gantly lauded  in  chronic  vomiting,  and  that  attendant  on  phthisis, 
hysteria,  pyrosis,  and  atonic  dyspepsia ;  while  in  the  vomiting  of 
pregnancy  it  has  been  found  more  successful  than  any  other  rem- 
edy. Dr.  Waring  speaks  of  its  therapeutic  uses  as  follows:  "  In 
chronic  intestinal  eruptions,  a  peculiar  and  intractable  form  of 
disease  for  which  arsenic  and  nitrate  of  silver  are  generally  pre- 
scribed. Dr.  Simpson  employed  the  salt  of  cerium  with  marked 
advantage.  In  irritable  oyspepsia,  attended  with  gastralgia,  pyro- 
sis and  chronic  vomiting,  its  exhibition  was  attended  with  sat- 
isfectory  results.     In  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy  it  affords  prompt 


154  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE 

relief  Further  testimony  in  favor  of  the  oxalate,  especially 
the  Jatter  condition,  is  adduced  by  Pr.  C.  Lee.  It  seems  well 
worthy  of  further  trials. 

"  In  epilepsy,  chorea,  and  other  allied  convulsive  diseases  in 
which  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  generally  employed,  it  deserves  a 
trial ;  for  as  Prof.  Simpson  remarks,  it  is  certainly  attended  with 
this  advantage,  that  at  the  same  time  it  acts  as  a  sedative  and 
tonic,  its  use  may  be  persevered  in  without  any  fear  of  discolora- 
tion of  the  skin.*' 

Dose,  one  grain  two  or  three  times  daily,  dissolved  in  water. 


Chloroform. 

When  equal  volumes  of  pure  chloroform  and  colorless  sxd- 
phuric  acid  are  shaken  together  in  a  glass  stoppered  bottle,  there 
should  be  no  color  imparted  to  either  liquid  or  but  a  faint  tinge  of 
color  imparted  to  the  acid  after  twelve  hours  standing — neither 
should  there  be  any  heat  sensible  to  the  band  developed  at  the 
time  of  mixing.  Chloroform,  as  it  evaporates  from  bibulous 
paper,  should  give  out  litde  foreign  odor,  and  that  onlv  as  the  last 
portion  is  passing  off.  Chloroform  should  not  be  used  for  inhala- 
tion without  having  been  subjected  to  these  tests.  No  other 
should  be  used  for  inhalation. 


Collodion 

Useful  in  wounds  to  keep  the  edges  together.  It  forms  also,  a 
coating,  and  has  been  applied  in  abrasions  and  bums.  In  opera- 
tive surgery  it  has  been  employed  with  remarkable  success  to 
hasten  the  process  of  healing  by  the  first  intention. 


Ether,  Chloric. 

{Concentrated^  Chemically  Pure.) 

This  preparation  is  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  by  weight  of  chem- 
ically pure  chloroform  and  pure  deodorized  alcohol.  The  alcohol 
acts  as  a  corrigent  against  depressing  effects. 

Ether,  Compound  Spirits  of 

(HoffmarCB  Anodyne,) 
This  article  is  strictly  officinal,  it  contains  the  officinal  proper- 
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tion  of  etherial  oil.  The  commercial  article  contains  a  variable 
proportion  of  ethereal  oH  It  possesses  a  wide  range  in  thera- 
peutics. "  Hoffinan's  Anodyne,  remarks  Pereira,  "  possesses  the 
stimulating  powers  of  ether  with  anodyne  properties.  It  is  a 
very  useful  remedy  in  cases  of  general  unrest,  inability  to  sleep, 
&a,  depending  on  nervous  irritation  from  min,  weakness,  or 
other  causes.  Given  in  combination  with  moi^Jiiia,  it  aids  it  and 
appears  to  prevent  some  of  its  unpleasant  effects.  Hoffman's  An- 
oayne  is  also  very  useful  as  a  carminative,  probably  exceeding 
in  this  respect  any  of  the  aromatics.  In  cases  oi  flatulence, 
depending  upon  nervous  disturbance  (hysteria,"  &c.)  it  is  especially 
useful." 

Dt  Waring  speaks  of  its  utility  in  spasmodic  affections  of  the 
bowels,  in  typhus  and  other  low  fevers,  and  in  spasmodic  asthma 
in  combination  with  dpjum  or  henbane^  adding :  "  In  earache,  ex- 
posing the  ear  to  the  fumes  of  spts.  ether  is  often  attended  with  great 
relief  It  may  be  effected  by  mixing  equal  parts  of  the  spirits  and 
hot  water  in  a  vial  and  applying  its  aperture  to  the  external  ear. 
Hiccough  is  often  immediately  arrested  by  xx-xxx  minims  of 
spta  ether  in  drs.  x  of  some  aromatic  water. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  fluid  dram  in  sweetened  water. 

Ether,  Snlphnric. 

{diemicaSy  PurCj  Concentrated.) 

It  has  been  used  by  many  surgeons  as  an  anaesthetic,  and  by 
them  pronounced  to  bJeniirely  puTe.  Its  employment  in  medJ 
cine  IS  the  same  as  that  of  chloroform  and  anaesthetics. 


Ether,  Spirits  of  Nitrous. 

(GfiemicaUy  Pure) 

Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre  should  be  carefully  excluded  from  the 
light  and  air,  and  when  in  dispensing,  it  becomes  acid,  so  as  to  ef- 
fervesce with  a  solid  particle  of  bicarbonate  of  potassa  or  ammonia, 
a  crystal  of  either  salt  should  be  put  in  the  bottle  with  it.  It  is 
better  not  to  be  long  kept  as  it  becomes  acid  by  age. 

It  possesses  diuretic,  diaphoretic  and  anti-spasmodic  virtues.  It 
is  much  esteemed  as  a  medicine  in  febrile  affections,  and  exten- 
sively employed  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  other  agents 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  secretions,  especially  of  the  skin 
and  kidneya 

Dose,  one-half  to  a  fluid  dram. 
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Ghentian  with  Chloride  of  Iron,  Elixir  of 

Agreeable  toniCj^^hsBmatinic,  and  alterative.  >  The  chloride  of  iron 
is  one  of  the  most  active  and  certain  of  the  preparations  of  iron, 
and  usuall  J  acceptable  to  the  stomacL  It  is  supposed  to  be  diuretic 
and  to  have  a  peculiar  influence  on  the  urinary  passa^a  Gentian 
occasionally  produces  laxative  effects,  gives  tone  to  tne  digestion, 
improves  me  appetite,  and  strengthens  the  constitution.  By  this 
combination,  we  nave  a  remedy  of  great  utility  in  atonic  d jspepsia, 
in  diseases  accompanied  by  debility,  in  scroiula,  in  passive  hem- 
orrhages fix>m  the  uterus,  kidneys  and  bladder,  in  old  cases  of  gleet, 
gonorrhoea  and  leucorrhoea  when  the  discharges  have  prostrated  the 
system.  It  has  been  found  beneficial  in  erysipelas,  scarlatina, 
diphtheria,  and  in  purulent  infection  of  the  blood.  In  these  cases 
it  is  supposed  to  act  by  way  of  improving  the  condition  of  the 
blood. 

In  Bright's  diseases  this  elixir  is  a  very  useful  remedy,  acting  as 
a  chalybeate,  astringent  and  diuretic,  diminishing  the  amount  of 
albumen  and  increasing  the  flow  of  urina 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  four  grains  sesqui-chloride  of  iron, 
and  twenty -eight  grains  of  gentian.  . 

Dose  one  dram. 


Ghlycerine. 

This  article  is  deodorized,  colorless,  and  equal  in  purity  to  any 
similar  article  in  market     Its  uses  are  obvious. 


Q-lycerole   Hypophosphites. 

Glycerole  hypophosphites  are  a  combination  of  glycerin  with 
the  hypophosphites.  Peculiarly  applicable  to  pulmonary  degen- 
eration and  an»mic  conditions  of  children. 


Q-utta  Percha  Solution. 

Beneficial  as  a  protective  covering  for  compound  fractures, 
open  cancers,  suppurating  gangrenous  surfaces,  Wns,  abrasions, 
wounds,  &c.  May  be  appli^  by  a  brush  or  by.  pouring.  A  deli- 
cate fihn  is  left  by  evaporation  of  the  liquid,  which  completely 
excludes  the  air  and  acts  as  an  artificial  cuticle.  Has  been  to- 
pically employed  with  advantage  in  various  cutaneous  affections, 
scrofulous  and  indolent  ulcers,  and  as  an  ectrotic  in  smallpox. 
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Ghutta  Percha  Vesicant 

The  most^  acx^eptable,  certain  and'^painleSBveaiCaBt  in  use;  '  Can 
be  applied  with  mcilitf,  is  adapted  to  cover  uneveu  suribces,  and 
retains  its  place  and  form  without  spreading. 

Hypophosphites. 

Lime;  Soda;  Fotasta;  tran;  Ibmganeie;  Ammonia, 

These  salts  are  recommended  as  eminently  serviceable  in  the 
treatment  of  phthisia  Their  efficacy  is  supposed  to  depend  on  the 
phosphorus  imparted  to  the  system.  Dr.  Churchill,  or  Paris,  has 
prescribed  them  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis  with  satis&ctoiy  results. 
But  their  utility  does  not  appear  to  be  limited  to  this  disease. 

The  pathology  of  many  diseases  which  have  their  origin  in  the 
nerves  would  indicate  a  diminution  of  the  phosphoric  principle 
and  demand  these  remedies.  They  appear  to  be  the  indicated 
agents  in  that  class  of  maladies  characterized  by  a  want  of  nervous 
tone,  and  in  some  types  of  mental  aberrance  uiey  prove  the  des 
ideratum.  In  many  cases  of  defective  osseous  formation  and  im- 
pairment of  the  vital  power  of  the  whole  system  these  remedies 
may  be  employed. 

Phosphorus  constitutes  an  important  element  in  the  human 
economy.  It  is  found  in  the  brain,  nerves,  blood,  tissues,  &c.,  and 
when  there  exists  a  deficient  quantity  morbid  symptoms  are 
induced,  which  can  be  discussed  only  by  re-supplying  the  system. 
The  hypophorohites  are  now  acknowleoged  the  most  direct  medi- 
um of  accomplishing  this  purpose. 
Dos»e,  ten  to  twenty  grams,  each. 

Hypophosphites,  Syrup  of 

Compounded  of  Lime^  Soda,  Potasia  and  Iron, 

The  object  of  this  syrup  is  to  meet  the  demands  of  man  v  com- 
plicated diseases,  which  wUl  succumb  to  no  single  remedy,  but 
which  require  both  the  phosphoric,  iron,  and  the  alterative  treat- 
ment Its  medical  employment  appears  to  be  preeminently  suita- 
ble to  some  anaemic  conditions,  conjoined  with  certain  types  of 
low  nervous  vigor ;  in  a  few  cases  where  the  system  is  known  as 
"  run  down,"  a  debilitated  condition  to  which  it  is  often  difficult  to 
give  a  name,  and  it  is  regarded  as  particularly  beneficial  in  debili- 
ty from  prolonged  lactation.  Mr.  Taylor  used  the  hypophosphites 
with  much  success  in  catarrhal  and  leucorrheal  discharges,  neural- 
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gia  and  muscular  pains,  simulating  inJBammation.  The  deficiency 
of  phosphate  of  mne  occaaioBalTy  brings  on  fever  of  dentition, 
and  in  tnis  Mr;  Taylor  employed- tnem  with  marked  success.  The 
iron  element  renders  this  syrup  peculiarly  applicable  to  weakly, 
ill-fed  children,  or  atonic  cases  generally. 
Dose,  one  fluid  dram  three  times  a  day. 

Hyi)opliospliites,  Syrup  of 

LifM  and  Soda^ — GhurchilVs, 

Ihe  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  vol.  65,  sums  up  the 
views  of  Dr.  Churchill  concerning  this  remedy  in  the  following 
words: — 

"  According  to  Dr.  Churchill,  the  immediate  cause,  or  at  least, 
an  essential  condition  of  the  tuberculous  diathesis  is  a  diminution 
in  the  economy  of  the  amount  of  phosphorus  existing  in  a  state 
capable  of  oxygenation.  The  specific  remedy  for  the  disease  con- 
sists in  the  empoyment  of  some  preparation  of  phosphorus  which 
offers  the  double  condition  oi  being  immediately  assimilable,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  of  being  in  the  least  poj^sible  decree  of  oxygen- 
ation. The  hypophosphites  of  soda  and  lime  are  the  preparations 
which  appear  to  best  unite  these  two  conditions. 

"  These  salts  may  be  administered  indifferentljr,  in  doses  varying 
from  two  to  forty-five  grains  daily.  The  maximum  dose  usually 
employed  by  Dr.  Churchill  is  fifteen  grains  daily  for  adults.  Ac- 
cording to  nim  they  have  an  immediate  action  on  the  tuberculous 
diathesis,  causing  all  the  general  symptoms  to  disappear  with  a  rap- 
idity truly  marvellous.  When  the  morbid  deposit  is  recent,  when 
softening  has  only  just  begun,  or  is  not  rapid  in  its  progress,  the 
tubercles  are  absorbed  and  disappear  without  leaving  a  trace.  If 
the  disease  is  ot  loneer  standing,  and  the  softening  has  considerably 
advanced,  it  sometimes  continues  in  spite  of  the  treatment,  and  the 
issue  of  the  disease  depends  upon  the  anatomical  condition  of  the 
lesion,  upon  its  extent,  and  especially  upon  the  presence  or  ab- 
sence of  complications. 

"  Mr.  Churchill  thinks  that  the  hypophosphites  act  in  two  ways ; 
oh  the  one  hand,  they  reinforce  the  principle,  whatever  it  be,  con- 
stituting the  nervous  power ;  on  the  other,  they  are  essentially 
blood-generating  in  their  nature,  far  surpassing,  in  this  respect, 
every  thing  hitherto  known.  They  possess  in  a  high  degree  all  the 
therapeutic  eftects  attributed,  by  former  observers  to  phosphorus, 
without  any  of  the  dangers  which  have  caused  that  substance  to 
fall  into  neglect 

**  The  number  of  cases  of  phthisis  treated  by  Mr.  Churchill 
amounts  to  85,  all  of  which  were  in  th*e  second  or  third  stage 
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that  is;  with  tubercles  in.  the  process  of  softening,  or  with  cav- 
ities, of  this  number  9  have  been  completely  cureo,  in  8  of  which 
the  physicial  signs  have  disappeared,  mil  cases  there  was  great 
improvement,  and  14  have  died.  One  is  still  under  treatment" 
6ose,  one  to  three  fluid  drams. 

Hypophosphite  of  Iron,  Syrup  of. 

Alterative,  tonic  and  blood-restorer.  Phosphorus  alone  ha& 
acquired  a  reputation  in  chronic  convulsive  disorders,  and  in  the 
treatment  of  epilepsy.  Given  in  small  doses  it  is  said  to  excite 
the  nervous,  vascular,  and  secretory  organs ;  to  increase  the  full- 
ness and  frequency  of  the  pulse,  to  augment  the  temperature,  to 
heighten  the  mental  faculties  and  the  muscular  powers  &c.  These 
are  some  of  the  results  which  are  produced  by  phosphorus ;  then  by 
combining  with  it  iron,  we  have  a  valuable  remedy  for  most  cases 
of  anaemia.  The  syrup  of  the  hypophosphite  of  iron  is  an  ex- 
cellent medicine  in  most  cases  when  a  blood  restorer  is  indicated. 

Most  cases  of  debility  requiring  tonics,  alteratives,  or  haematinics 
will  respond  favorably  to  its  use.  The  peculiar  advantage  de- 
rived from  the  hypophosphite  of  iron  above  other  ferruginous- 
preparations,  is  that  it  meets  most  favorably  the  requirements  of 
the  economy  when  there  exists  a  deficiency  of  phosphorus  that 
should  nonnally  be  found  in  the  blood,  tissues,  &a,  accompanied 
with  great  prostration  and  langour.  It  presents  the  system  phos- 
phorus both  in  an  assimilable  and  oxidizable  form,  and  at  the 
same  time  subjects  it  to  the  toning  influence  of  a  chalybeate 

Each  fluid  drdm  contains  one  grain  of  hypophosphite  of  iron. 

Dose,  one  to  four  drams,  three  times  a  day. 

Hypophosphite  of  Iron  and  Manganese 

Syrup  of 

Many  physicians  consider  this  combination  a  remedy  superior 
to  iron  in  cases  where  this  metal  is  indicated.  Dr.  Speer,  o£ 
Edinburgh,  introduced  these  two  agents,  to  the  profession,  in  the 
form  of  saccharated  carbonates,  and  extravagantly  praised  the 
remedial  utility  of  the  product,  claiming  as  advantages  absence 
from  the  constipating  tendency  of  some^  i'erruginous  preparations- 
and  an  action  more  satisfactory  than  either  agent  alone  is  capable 
of  ef!'ecting  His  opinion  has  since  been  confirmed  by  a  large 
number  of  practitioners  and  is  supported  by  testimony  too  strong 
to  be  shaken. 
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This  new  preparation  combines  these  same  advantages  and  many 
more  which  have  aheady  been  enumerated  imder  the  head  of  hy- 
pophoBphites.  .  The  wide  range,  of  tdigeaiy^,  to  which  it  is  eminent- 
ly adapted  is  so  obvious,  that  an  enumeration  of  the  legion  is  deem- 
ed unnecessary. 

In  an  editorial  of  the  North  American  Medical  Reporter^  May, 
1859,  the  writer  discoursing  on  the  medicinal  value  of  manganese, 
says : — 

"  The  functions  of  the  glandular  system^  as  well  as  the  lyniphcUic 
are  at  fault  in  consumption,  arising  from  whatever  cau&t,  and 
heuce  the  necessity  of  agents  capable  of  influencing  the  fiinctions; 
otherwise,  the  albumen,  which  is  the  true  starting  point  of  all 
animal  tissues,  will  not  be  appropriated,  and  a  r^iuar  course  of 
starvation  which  constitutes  true  consumption  will  ensue. 

*^  It  is  for  this  reason  that  manganese  is  so  important  an  agent 
in  the  treatment  of  consumption.  In  its  action,  manganese  stim- 
ulates the  glandular  system,  and  quickens  the  frmctions  of  the 
lymphatics  and  lacteala  Hence,  in  our  opinion,  the  hjrpophosiihite 
of  manganese  is  preferable  to  any  other  of  the  hypopnospnites, 
in  the  treatment  of  phthisis  and  tuberculosis." 

What  laudations  are  pronounced  upon  manganese  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  disease  may  with  equally  potent  authority  be  pronoun- 
ced upon  a  combination  of  manganese  and  iron^  for  the  latter  agent 
has  lon^  been  considered  beneficial  in  this  complaint  Dose,  one 
dram,  three  times  a  day. 

Hypophosphite  of  Iron  and  Qninia,  Syrup  o£ 

The  hypophosphites  have  within  a  few  years  been  brought  into 
notoriety  as  a  remedy  in  tuberculosis,  scrpfulous  diseases,  rickets, 
&c.,  and  have  been  recommended  as  a  valuable  medicine  in  many 
cases  of  debility.  By  the  combination  of  iron  and  quinia,  we  have 
a  remedy,  whicn  acts  promptly  on  the  system  as  a  stimulant  tonic, 
regenerator  of  nervous  force  and  integrity. 

In  fatty  degeneration  of  the  brain,  this  agent  will  often  be  found 
useful  as  an  adjuvant  with  other  remedies.  We  know  of  nc 
specific  in  phthisis,  yet  we  can  recommend  this  syrup  as  a  valua- 
ble agent  in  cases  where  tonics  and  stimulants  are  mdicated ;  often 
the  appetite  will  be  improved  by  its  use,  the  digestive  functions 
also,  and  the  strength  of  the  patient  increased  while  this  article  is 
being  used ;  if  thought  important,  the  cod-liver  oil  may  be  admin- 
istered morning  and  evening. 

Frequently  this  remedy  wUl  be  found  serviceable  in  the  treat- 
ment of  debility  consequent  upon  typhoid  fevers  and  other  dis- 
eases.     In  some  stages  of  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers,  this 
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combii]^atioii  can  be  used  with  advantage.  The  value  of  this  agent 
will  be  held  in  high  estimation  by  the  medical  profession  when 
the  wide  range  .of  its  adaption  to  the  treatment  of  disease  shall 
have  been  fully  tested.  Dose,  one  to  two  drams  three  times  a 
day. 

Iodoform. 

Idoform  is  volatile,  insoluble  in  water,  soluble  in  alcohol  and 
ether,  and  has  a  very  large  proportion  of  iodine.  Its  therapeutic 
uses  are  analogous  to  those  of  iodine  and  the  iodides,  over  which 
it  has  the  aavantage  of  being  less  irritant^  more  readily  absorbed 
and  assimilated.  In  small  medicinal  doses,  iodoform  appears  to  pos- 
sess a  union  of  tonic,  stimulant  and  alterative  properties,  exer- 
cising at  the  same  time  a  remarkable  influence  on  the  nervous 
system.  Various  forms  of  scrofula,  rachitis,  syphilis,  bronchocele, 
amenorrhcea,  obstinate  skin  diseases,  such  as  lepra,  psoriasis,  and 
chronic  eczema,  &c.,  have  been  benefited  by  its  use.  Much  testi- 
mony could  be  adduced  relative  to  its  utility  in  scrofulous  enlarge- 
ments of  the  glands,  goitre,  and  neuralgic  atfections. 

Dose,  one  to  three  grains. 


IRON. 

The  preparations'  of  iron  are  pre-eminently  tonic,  and  peculiarly 
well  fitted  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  blood  when  impoverished 
from  any  cause.  Hence  they  are  used  in  diseases  characterized 
by  debility,  especially  when  the  consequences  of  inordinate  dis- 
charges. The  diseases  in  which  they  are  most  usually  emploved 
are  chlorosis,  hysteria,  fluor  albus,  gleet,  rickets,  chorea,  and  all 
passive  hemorrhages.  M.  Coster's  observations  demonstrate  its 
efficacy  in  preventing  the  development  of  tubercular  diseases, 
while  Dr.  Lees  of  Dublin,  has  prescribed  ferruginous  preparations 
in  chronic  forms  of  albuminuria  with  the  happiest  results.  The 
anaemic  aspect  of  patients,  generally,  suflfering  fi'om  albuminuria 
points  out  anintimate  relation  with  an  impoverished  condition  of 
the  blood,  a  symptom  which  is  acknowledged  best  combated  by 
ohalybeates.  There  are  several  forms  of  menstrual  derangements 
in  which  iron  displays  specific  virtues,  the  most  simple  of  which 
are  menstrual  hemorrhage  and  anaemia.  In  torpor  oi  the  uterine 
system,  iron,  in  combination  with  aloetic  laxatives  is  potent  to 
stimulate  and  strengthen  the  functions  of  the  economy. 

There  is  no  one  article  in  the  Materia  Medica,  w'hich  is  of  more 
unquestionable  efficacy,  possesses  a  wider  adaptation  to  diseases 

II 
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and  none  tliat  is  offered  to  the  practitioner  under  so  extended  a 
variety  of  preparations.  The  therapeutical  value  or  utility  oi 
the  several  varieties  depends  on  the  manner  in  which,  they  are 
received  by  the  stomach,  the  readiness  with  which  they  are  at- 
tacked by  the  gastric  acids,  and  the  base  absorbed  by  the  system. 
Gontra-indtcations, — Vascular  excitement,  plethora,  congestion 
and  inflammation. 


ELIXIRS    OP    IRON. 


Iron  and  Qninia,  Elixir  of  Phospliate  o£ 

This  is  a  valuable  chalybeate  and  tonic,  and  constitutes  a  con- 
venient and  agreeable  form  in  which  to  administei  phosphorus 
iron  and  quinia.  The  indications  which  it  is  capable  of  fulfilling 
are  numerous.  It  is  eminently  applicable  to  all  atonic  conditions 
of  the  system.  In  debility  from  protracted  diseases,'  exhausting 
discharges,  anaemia,  and  in  the  legionic  forms  in  which  the  neuroses 
are  developed,  this  combination  of  tonics  recommends  itself.  More 
especially  is  it  fitted  to  combat  "ordinary  nervousness''  occurring 
in  persons  of  an  exsanguine  temperament 

Structural  changes  and  functional  derangements  are  often  trace- 
able directly  back  to  a  want  which  the  organism  experiences  for 
phosphorus  and  iron,  and  in  this  combination  are  found  the  very 
agents  needed  to  restore  to  the  system  its  equilibrium  of  power,, 
and  normal  harmony  of  action  of  the  several  visci. 

Besides  the  recuperative  influence  of  phosphorus  and  iix)n,  we 
have  the  toning  influence  of  quinia.  In  promoting  the  appetite 
quinia  indirectly  though  effectively  fumii^hes  the  absorbent  with 
material  wherewith  to  repair  the  forces  of  nature,  thus  facilitating 
and  expediting  the  action  of  the  iormer. 

In  senile  gangrene,  a^nd  in  convalescence  from  disease,  this  elix- 
ir is  confidently  recommended,  &c. 

Dose,  one  fluid  dram. 


Iron,  Elixir  of  Protoxide  of 

The  several  preparations  of  iron  operate  as  a  tonic ;  they  elevate 
the  pulse,  heighten  the  complexion,  and  promote  the  secretions, 
and  are  most  useful  when  tnere  is  debility,  relaxation  and  lan- 
guid circulation.  The  most  desirable  is  that  which  is  moht  easily 
p^^^i'milable  and  most  acceptable  and  pleasant,  to  the  patients. — 
The  protoxide,  to  ftilfiU  these  conditions,  is  reoei^'njg  high  recom 
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mendations,  and  daily  securing  a  stronger  hold  on  the  confidence. 
of  the  profession  as  a  remedial  agency  of  superior  efficacy  in  or- 
dinary cases  of  prostration  and  disoraered  liie.  It  is  the  form  of 
iron  containing  the  least  of  oxygen.  The  proneness  of  the  pro- 
toxide to  absorb  oxygen  and  to  pass  into  a  sesquoxide  state  is  par- 
tially counteracted  by  this  combination,  though  the  chemical  affinity 
is  weak,  and  when  once  the  elixir  is  introduced  into  the  system  and 
subjected  to  its  modifying  influences,  decomposition  readily  takes 
place  and  the  protoxide  freed  and  readily  assimilated.  It  is  reli- 
able, pleasant,  and  very  fi'ee  from  any  disagreeable  taste.  It  is 
a  conceded  fact  that  vegetable  tonics  materially  aid  the  operations 
of  iron,  and  in  the  elixir  we  have  this  adjuvant  This  prepa- 
ration supplies  promptly  to  the  blood  and  capillaries  the  coloring' 
matter  necessary  to  give  what  is  termed  good  red  blood.  It  is 
prescribed  for  chlorotic  anaemia,  scrofula,  chorea,  atonic  dyspepsia, 
and  physicians,  who  have  used  it,  attest  its  promptness  of  actioi|. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  live  sri'ains  of  iron.  » 

Dose,  one  dram. 

Iron  and  Qninia,  Elixir  of  Protoxide  of 

This  preparation  combines  all  the  tonic  properties  of  the  iron, 
with  the  tonic  and  antiperiodic  properties  oi  quinine,  and  is  admi- 
rably adapted  for  children  and  delicate  females,  and  is  adapted  to 
most  cases  where  iron  would  be  used.  Each  fluid  dram  con- 
tains one-fourth  grain  of  quinia,  and  five  grains  of  iron. 

Dose,  one  dram. 

Iron,  Elixir  of  Pyrophosphate  of 

The  tastelessness  and  elegant  appearance  of  this  elixir  give  it 
the  preference  in  cases  of  children  and  persons  of  a  delicate  nerv- 
ous organization  particularly  females,  who  require  haematinics  but 
cannot  take  them  as  ordinarily  prepared  without  experiencing 
unpleasant  eflfects.  The  therapeutical  value  is  more  fully  exhib- 
ited under  head  of  Iron  Citro-Ammoniacal  Pt/ro-Phnsphate  of. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  sixteen  grains  of  the  iron. 

Do^e,  one  to  two  drams. 

Iron  and  Soda,  Elixir  of  Pyrophosphate  of 

Chalybeate  and  alterative.  A  marked  peculiarity  of  the  pyro- 
phosphate is,  that  it  will  scarcely  ever,  in  any  case,  disagree.  The 
tastelessness  and  elegant  appearance  of  thw  medicine,  eminently 
adapt  it  to  a  numerous  class  of  debilities,  and  to  subjects  of  a  ner- 
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vous  delicate  organization.  Instances  can  be  multiplied  in  the 
practice  of  any  physician,  where  the  combined  influence  of  iron^ 
phosphorus  and  sodium  are  indicated. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  ten  grains  of  pyrophosphate  of  iron;. 
.  fifl^en  grains  pjrrophosphate  of  soda. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 

SALTS    OP    IRON. 


Iron,  Ammonio-Citrate  o£ 

Tonic  and  hsematinic,  possessing  aromatic  and  carminatiye 
properties.  It  is  especially  fitted  for  children,  and  those  states  of 
the  stomach  too  irritable  to  tolerate  the  more  powerful  salts. — 
Agreeableness  of  taste  and  odor  and  the  degree  of  freedom  fit>m 
astringency  it  possesses,  together  with  extremely  mild  and  sooth- 
ing qualities,  constitute  the  great  recommendation  for  its  use. 
Dr.  W  aring  pronounces  it  the  most  preferable  of  all  the  mild  salts 
of  iron,  while  Dr.  Stills  merely  calls  it  inferior  to  the  tartrate. 
Among  its  principal  therapeutical  uses  are  exhaustion  consequent 
on  protracted  diseases,  anaemia  and  scrofulous  states  of  children 
and  dyspepsia  occurring  in  scrofulous  subjects.  It  may  be  given 
iji  doses  of  five  grains. 

Iron,  Ammonio-Tartrate  of 

{Scales) 

Mild  and  unirritating  tonic.     This  substance  has  a  sweetish  and 
not  unpleasant  taste,  and  is  soluble  in  water. 
Dose  ten  to  thirty  grains. 

Iron  and  Potash,  Tartrate  of 

Tonic  and  diuretic.  In  phagedenic  phancres,  phthisis^  and 
atonic  states  generally  of  the  system  it  is  recommended^  while 
against  wonns  it  is  found  to  act  particularly  favorably,  as  a  cor- 
roborant anthelmintic  in  women  and  children.  In  its  effects  and 
use  it  resembles  the  ammoniocitrate. 

Dose  ten  to  thirty  grains. 

Iron  and  Manganese,  Citrate  of 

Blood-restorative,  tonic,  and  anti-anaemic.     It  is  applicable  to 
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that  class  of  diseases,  where  a  depurator  of  the  blood,  and  pow- 
erful tonic  are  needed.     Manganese  promotes  the  promptness  of 
action  and  the  haematinic  influence  of  the  iron  element 
Dose  five  to  ten  grains. 

Iron  and  Qninine,  Citrate  of 

The  medicinal  properties  and  action  are  defined  by  Dr.  Waring 
as  follows :  "  Blood  restorative,  tonic  and  anti-periodic.  It  pos- 
sesses the  properties  of  both  iron  and  quinine  and  is  admirably 
adapted  for  children  and  delicate  females,  being  easily  borne  when 
the  stronger  salts  are  inadmissible."  The  state  in  which  these 
drugs  exist  in  this  preparation,  is  a  commixture  rather  than  a 
chemical  combination  and  possesses  no  intrinsic  value  superior 
to  an  extemporaneous  union  of  the  medicines.  The  therapeutic, 
uses  of  the  two  drags  are  varied  and  are  discussed  under  the  ap- 
propriate heads,  a  knowledge  of  which  will  lead  to  the  determina- 
tion of  what  conditions  demand  this  combination.  Dose,  five  to 
ten  grains. 

Iron,  Qninia  and  Strychnia,  Citrate  of! 

Haematinic,  chalybeate,  and  nervine-stimulant.  Beneficial  re- 
sults have  followed  the  use  of  this  combination  in  atonic  dyspep- 
sia, some  types  of  paralysis,  chorea,  amenorrhea,  incontinence  of 
faeces  and  urine,  generally  in  cases  of  nerv^ous  and  physical  degen- 
eration. 

Dose,  three  to  six  grains. 

Iron  and  Strychnia,  Citrate  of 

Blood-restorative,  tonic  and  nervine  stimulant.  The  morbidly 
irregular  action  of  the  nervous  system  is  very  often  traceable  pn- 
manly  to  impairment  or  deterioration  of  the  blood  by  the  diminu- 
tion of  red  globules,  and  to  meet  the  demand  of  many  of  these 
diseased  manifestations,  there  is  no  more  efficacious  agent  than  the 
citrate  of  iron  and.  strychnia.  It  has  been  successfully  employ- 
ed in  some  forms  of  paresis,  chorea  and  amenorrhea.  Cases  of 
atonic  dyspepsia  are  recorded  as  having  yielded  promptly  to  thin 
agent.  When  the  pathology  of  incontinence  of  urine  or  faecal 
matter  is  physical  degeneration,  this  combination  may  be  found 
beneficial.  Strychnia,  operating  through  the  medium  of  the  spinal 
marrow,  produces  rigidity  of  the  sphincter  ani  and  sphincter 
vesicae,  temporarily  overcoming  the  impaired  muscular  power  and 
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affording  relief,  while  iron,  together  with  the  toning  influence  of 
strychnia,  combats  atony,  regenerates  the  system,  and  establishes  a 
radical  cure.  Many  diseases  are  treated  in  vain,  because  the 
aphorism,  sanguis  moderator  nervorum^  is  lost  sight  of  entirely  in 
their  management  It  combines  one  part  of  strychnia  to  one 
hundred  of  citrate  of  iron.     Dose,  three  to  six  ^ams. 


Iron,  Hydrocyanate  of 

Like  the  many  olher  preparations  of  the  ferruginous  type,  hy- 
drocyanate of  iron  appears  capable  to  subserve  quite  a  number 
of  indications,  though  its  predominant  value  is  exhibited  in  the 
treatment  of  epilepsy.  Professor  D.  L.  McGugin,  of  the  Iowa 
Medical  College,  regarded  it  a  superior  remedy  to  combat  epilepsy. 
In  the  following  letter  the  Dr.  refers  to  its  history  and  gives  ms 
opinion  of  its  utility  based  on  actual  experience. 

Keokuk,  Iowa,  July  28,  1858. 

Messrs.  Tilden  &  Co  : — 

I  am  quite  obliged  to  you  for  the  small  package  of  the  "  Hydro- 
cyanate of  Iron"  which  you  so  promptly  prepared  for  and  forward- 
ed to  me,  and  also  for  the  obhging  promise  to  prepare  more. 

I  have  now  an  interesting  case  in  the  person  of  a  young  lady 
who  is  now  under  its  use.  It  was  received  so  recently  that  time 
has  not  been  afforded  for  a  trial  of  its  benefits. 

In  1854  an  article  appeared  in  the  French  journals,  translated 
and  pubUshed  in  the  journals  of  this  country,  giving  an  account 
of  the  use  of  the  above  preparation  of  iron,  which  was  truly  grati- 
fying in  the  results  from  its  use.  M.  Roux,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  faculty  of  the  Medical  Institution  at  Montpelier,  treated 
six  cases,  all  of  which  trials  were  successful.  Another  reported 
cases  which  resulted  as  happily,  although  one  of  them  was  a  case 
of  long  standing  advanced  in  life,  and  the  convulsive  movements 
frequent  and  severe. 

A  case  presented  itself  possessing  unusual  interest,  being  that 
of  a  young  man,  an  only  son,  very  intelligent  and  of  much  promise, 
intellectually  and  morally,  but  as  he  had  been  under  treatment  for 
some  time,  his  condition  was  not  in  the  least  improved. 

I  determined  upon  a  trial  of  the  Hydrocyanate  of  Iron,  as  it 
was  a  case  which  seemed  to  demand  such  a  combination  or  such  a 
remedy.  After  spending  much  time  in  the  search  of  the  article, 
I  failed  to  procure  it,  when  Prof  Procter,  of  Philadelphia,  was  ap- 
plied to,  who  kindly  forwarded  me  a  dram  of  it.  ITiis  I  used  in 
this  case,  and  after  using  it  for  two  months  the  convulsions  subsi- 
ded, and  did  not  reappear  for  many  months,  during  which  time, 
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notwithstanding  I  had  written  in  all  directions,  I  was  not  able  to 
procure  more  of  the  drug  until  your  chemist  favored  me  with  a 
«mall  parcel  which  I  am  now  employing  as  above  stated. 

During  the  period  employed  in  the  use  of  the  remedy  he  ex- 
pressed a  decided  change  in  his  feelings,  for  instead  of  the  despond- 
-ency  and  gloom  which  had  previously  weighed  him  down,  he  was 
now  sprightly  and  hopefuL  The  dread  of  the  return  of  the  parox 
ysms  had  been  measurably  dispelled,  and  he  looked  forward  with 
•confidence  to  an  ultimate  and  permanent  recovery.  I  believe  that 
■could  he  have  continued  the  use  of  the  remedy,  these  fond  hopes, 
in  which  his  family  and  friends  largely  participated,  would  have 
been  realized.  Although  the  epileptic  spasms  have  returned,  they 
4ire  not  so  frequent,  nor  are  they  so  severe.  It  is  for  his  case  that 
-  I  desire  more  of  the  drug  which  you  have  kindly  promised  me, 
but  I  have  beside  a  few  other  cases  in  w:hich  I  would  be  gratified 
in  being  able  to  use  it 

Shortly  after  the  article  had  been  expended  in  this  case,  I  called 
the  attention  of  the  medical  public  to  it  in  the  Iowa  Medical 
Journal,  of  which  I  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  editors, — in  volume 
2d,  No.  2,  1854-55, — ^in  the  hope  that  it  would  arrest  the  attention 
of  my  medical  brethren,  and  that  a  further  trial  would  be  made 
of  it,  as  this  was  manifestly  the  first  case  reported  in  which  it  had 
been  used  in  the  United  States.  It  may  have  been  tried,  but  if  so, 
it  has  not  been  reported  in  any  of  the  journals  of  this  country,  as 
I  have  searched  every  one  carefully  from  that  time  to  the  present 

I  would  be  gratified  to  learn  that  others  had  prescribea  it  in  a 
disease  so  formidable  in  its  character^  and  one  too  which  awakens 
■so  much  solicitude,  on  the  part  of  the  patient  himself,  and  by  the 
family  and  friends,  towards  one  who  is  unfortunate  enough  to  be 
.afflicted  with  it  As  Ihave  been  recently  written  to  on  the  subject, 
inquiring  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  using  it,  and  that  others  may 
T^e  tempted  to  try  it,  I  subjoin  the  formula : 

1^.  Hydrocyanate  Ferri,         .         .         .         .  3j. 

Pulv.  Valerian,  3  ij- 

M.  ft  pil.  No.  120. 

Sig.  One  night  and  morning. 

Each  pill  contains  half  grain  of  the  hyd.  ferri,  and  one  grain  of 
the  powdered  valerian.  The  dose  may  be  gradually  increased,  so 
ihat  at  the  end  of  three  months  eight  grains  of  the  medicine  may 
be  taken  daily.  The  longest  term  requiring  the  use  of  the  drug 
was  one  year,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  paroxysms  had  dis- 
appeared entirely.  Other  cases  yielded  to  four,  six,  and  nine 
months'  use. 

Youra,  &c.,  D.  L.  McGUGIN. 

Besides  being  especially  recommended  in  epilepsy,  and  success- 
fully used  when  other  preparations  of  iron  and  nitrate  of  silver 
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had  failed,  it  has  been  recommended  and  used  with  success  in 
chorea,  neuralgia,  and  other  severe  nervous  affections.  M.  M.  Du- 
pay  and  Jolly  used  it  in  the  following  form,  in  neuralgia. 

Jl.    Hydrocyanate  Iron,        ....       18  grains. 
Sulph.  Quinine,  .         .         .        .       '     12      " 

Ext  Opium, •  1      " 

Conserve  Eoses,         ....  q.  s. 

Make  12  pills.  .  Take  one  every  two  or  three  hours. 

This  gives  one  and  a  half  grains  of  iron  to  each  pill.  A  medi- 
cal  writer  suggests  the  following  change : 

5t.    Hydrocyanate  Iron,         ....  18  grains. 

Sulph.  Quinine,  .         .         .         .  12       " 

Ext.  Opium  Aqueous,    ....  1       " 

Ext  Valerian  ale,      ....  5       " 

Make  18  pills.  Take  one  every  two  or  three  hours,  increasing 
according  to  the  indications  of  the  case. 

Its  therapeutical  utility  in  epilepsy  is  still  further  attested  by 
Dr.  G.  S.  Bailey,  a  retired  physician  of  Iowa,  in  a  letter  to  the  edi- 
tors of  the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica^  in  which  he  states  his  only 
son,  after  having  been  medicated  for  this  malady  with  all  the  rem- 
edies that  medical  skill  could  suggest,  for  more  than  six  years- 
without  success,  was  finally  cured  with  the  hydrocyanate  of  iron^ 
oy  Dr.  McGugin. 

M.  Fabre,  {Eevue  de  Malgaigne,  March,  1853,  p.  139),  makes- 
mention  of  seven  cases  of  well-marked  epilepsy,  m  which  cures- 
were  effected  by  pills  of  this  substance.  CoiToborative  of  his 
views  of  its  potency,  he  adduces  the  testimony  of  "  M.  Roux,  of 
Brignolles,  who  reports  several  successful  cases;  also  of  Dr.  Dila- 
siauve,  physician  to  the  Bicetre,  and  other  physicians."  He  claims' 
for  it  a  powerful  influence  over  the  functions  of  the  uterus,  and 
says  it  has  succeeded  in  some  menstrual  disorders  after  other  chal- 
ybeates  had  failed  him. 

Iron  by  Hydrogen. 

(Qu^evenne's) 

According  to  Quevenne,  iron  by  hydrogen  introduces  more 
iron  into  the  gastric  juice  than  any  other  chalybeate.  It  is  chiefly 
^employed  in  anaemia,  chlorosis,  amenorrhea,  and  chorea. 

iJose  three  to  six  grains. 

Iron,  Iodide  of. 

Tonic,  emmenagogue,  and  absorbent    It  appears  to  be  particu- 
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larly  adapted  for  constitutions  ot  a  stramous  dyscrasia.  Large 
doses  are  apt  to  create  nausea  and  unpleasant  gastric  disturbance, 
while  five  to  eight  grain  doses  are  pronounced  safe  and  reliable. — 
Notwithstanding  the  issues  of  good  authorities  in  regard  to  its 
therapeutic  operation,  it  is  generally  believed  that  when  the  com- 
pound is  taken  into  the  stomach,  the  system  receives  the  combined 
effect  of  the  two  elementary  constituents,  and  though  the  iodine  be 
rejected,  it  is  not  so  in  such  a  degree  as  to  interfere  with  its  spe- 
cial therapeutic  operations,  and  for  this  reason  a  peculiar  remedial 
influence  is  attributed  to  the  iodide. 

It  may  be  employed  in  many  cases  of  anaemia  associated  with 
phthisis,  glandular  enlargements  and  strumous  manifestations  gene- 
rally, especially  when  occurring  in  debilitated  and  emaciated  sub- 
jects. One-half  to  one  dram  of  the  syrup  is  recommended  by  Dr. 
Waring  as  very  efficacious  in  scrofulous  cases  of  amenorrhea  and 
dvsmenorrhea ;  he  cites  the  favorable  testimony  of  Drs.  TumbuU, 
"Williams,  Thompson,  and  Eanking  in  regard  to  its  use  in  these 
complaints.  Dr.  W.  says  the  iodide  of  iron  has  been  known  to 
effect  a  permanent  cure  of  albuminuria^  in  a  subject  of  "broken 
down"  constitution.  Among  the  other  purposes  for  which  it  may 
be  used  are,  phthisis,  chlorosis,  diabetes,  secondary  syphilis,  or- 
ganic diseases  of  the  uterus,  chronic  affections  of  the  liver,  &c. 
Dose,  generally  prescribed  is  fi'om  one  to  eight  grains. 

Incompatibles. — Acids,  alkalies  and  their  carbonates,  most  metal- 
lic salts,  vegetable  astringents,  &c. 

Iron,  Lactate  of 

Mild  chalybeate,  possessing  the  general  properties  and  medi- 
cinal utility  of  other  ferruginous  preparations.  Some  physicians 
claim  for  it  the  superiority,  on  ihe  ground  that  the  lactic  acid  is 
the  one  that  attacks  the  metal  when  it  has  been  introduced  into  the 
human  economy.  By  others  it  has  been  designated  as  peculiarly 
fitted  to  overcome  amenorrhea  and  dysmenorrhea,  and  to  combat 
anaemia  and  chlorosis.  In  "  Dunglison's  New  Remedies,"  can  be 
found  abundant  testimony  to  prove  its  efficiency  in  chlorosis. — 
Dose,  ten  to  twenty  grains  daily,  in  divided  doses. 

Iron,  Persulphate  of. 

{AfonseVs  Salt) 

For  the  therapeutic  uses  of  this  salt  reduced  to  a  liquid,  see 
MonseVs  Solution. 
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Iron,  Proto-Carbonate  of. 

(  Vallet^Sy  Mass.) 

Freedom  from  astringency,  unchangeableness,  and  ready  solu- 
bility in  the  acids,  are  its  enief  recommendationa  It  is  the  best 
chalybeate  that  can  be  employed  to  produce  the  alterative  effects 
of  iron. 

Dose,  five  to  thirty  grains  daily,  in  divided  quantities. 

Iron,  Citro-Ammoniacal  Pyro-Phoaphate  of 

The  preparation  of  this  article  is  based  upon  the  method  of  M. 
G.  Eobiquet. 

It  possesses  marked  advantages  over  the  other  preparations  of 
iron,  ready  assimilation  in  the  system,  and  an  entire  absence  of  any 
tendency  to  disorder  the  stomach  or  bowels.  Persons  of  a  nerv- 
ous delicate  organization,  particularly  females,  whocannottoleratft 
iron  in  its  ordinary  forms,  generally  bear  this  well,  and  derive 
great  benefit  fi'om  its  use.  The  introduction  of  iron  into  the  econ- 
omy of  some  constitutions,  far  from  producing  the  desired  result, 
interferes  with  the  nutritive  and  digestive  processes,  stimulates 
impoverishment,  and  occasions  gastric  disturbances,  effects  which 
rarely  follow  the  administration  of  the  pyro-phosphate.  Unlike 
other  chalybeates,  though  morbid  action  of  the  system  may  destrov 
its  utility,  it  is  not  so  apt  to  aggravate  the  disorder,  for  the  ameli- 
oration of  which  it  was  given.  Again,  the  pyro-phosphoric  acid 
gives  to  it  a  value,  possessed  by  no  other  in  the  materia  medica, 
to  combat  many  conditions  in  diseases,  when  the  system  lacks  its 
phosphoric  constituent  in  a  due  proportion.  It  is  particularly  ef- 
ficient in  an  hydrsemic  state  of  the  circulation.  Here  the  system 
lacks  nerve  power,  and  the  stimulating  properties  of  the  blood 
their  normal  vital  activity.  Under  these  conditions  the  adminis- 
tration of  iron  in  its  ordinary  forms  is  attended  with  little  or  no 
benefit  This  defective  assimilatory  power  is,  to  some  extent, 
counteracted  by  administering  wine  with  iron,  but  the  pyro- 
phosphate is  regarded  a  superior  excitant,  hence  its  lauded  utility 
m  cases  where  persons  "  have  been  over-worked  by  mental  appli- 
cation, and  prostrated  by  disquietude  and  care,  or  have  a  shattered 
nerve-power  fi'om  some  constant  source  of  bodily  suffering,  have 
a  thousand  anomalous  symptoms  dependent  on  an  imperfectly 
generated  and  distributed  nerve-power,  such  as  wakefiilness,  trem- 
bling, spasmodic  movements,  palpitations,"  &c. 

While  it  is  mild  and  agreeable  chalybeate,  its  action  on  the  sys- 
tem is  efficient,  and  it  may  be  administered  in  any  form  that  may 
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be  desirable,  that  of  pill,  solution  in  water,  syrup  or  elixir.     It  is 
very  favorably  spoken  of  in  tlie  treatment  of  ricKets  and  diabetes, 
and  has  been  employed  with  marked  success  in  anaemic  diseases. 
Dose,  two  to  three  grains. 

Iron,  Sesqni-Chloride  of 

This  salt  is  known  under  the  names,  Muriate  of  Iron^  Perchh' 
ride  of  Iron^  and  Hie  Sesqui- Chloride  of  Iron,  It  is  the  most  pow- 
erfiil  of  all  the  ferruginous  preparations.  It  is  deliquiscent,  and 
very  soluble  in  water,  alchohol,  and  ether.  It  may  be  used  for 
the  ordinary  purpose  of  chalybeates.  See  Tincture  Muriate  of 
Iron. 

Dose^  in  quantities  according  to  the  severity  of  the  disease,  and 
the  age  of  the  patient 

Iron,  Tannate  of 

a 

Chalybeate  and  tonic.  The  tannate  of  iron  is  eminently  useful 
in  chlorosis,  and  to  check  exhausting  discharges,  and  is  also  a 
popular  application  to  ringworm.  Dr.  Waring  remarks :  "  In 
chlorosis,  it  has  been  particularly  recommended  by  Dr.  Beredetti, 
who  considers  it  the  most  efficacious  of  all  the  salts  of  iron,  and 
quotes  numerous  cases  in  support  of  his  assertion.'' 

Dose,  five  to  eight  grains  daily,  in  divided  quantities. 

Iron,  Valerianate  of 

Nervo-tonic.  It  has  been  employed  with  benefit  in  nervous 
disorders,   hysteria,  chorea,  neuralgia. 

Anaemic  conditions  complicated  with  ii'ritability,  excitability  of 
the  nerves  have  improved  under  the  influence  of  this  salt.  Dose 
one  to  two  grains,  repeated  several  times  a  day. 


SOLUTIONS    OF    IRON. 


Iron.  Hydrated  Sesqni-Oxide  of 

This  preparation  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  best  antidotes  we 
possess  for  poisoning  by  arsenic.  If  a  sufficiently  large  quantity 
be  added  to  a  solution  of  arsenious  acid,  it  combines  with  the 
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acid,  and  converts  it  into  subarseniate  of  protoxyde  of  iron,  which 
is  insolubla  In  such  cases,  the  hydrated  seseqiiioxyde  would  act 
as  a  chemical  antidota  Dr.  T.  R  Beck  recommends  it  to  be  given 
eveiT  five  or  ten  minutes,  or  as  olten  as  the  patient  can  swallow  it, 
until  relief  is  obtained ;  adults  may  take  a  tablespoonful ;  children 
a  dessertspoonful.  The  sooner  it  is  given  after  the  poison  has  been 
taken  the  more  prompt  and  efficacious  will  be  its  action.  Many 
cases  are  on  record  which  attest  its  eminent  value  and  useful  agency. 


Iron,  Muriate  Tincture  of 

Diuretic,  astringent  and  haematinic.  It  is  the  most  powerftil 
of  all  the  iron  compounds,  and  may  be  used  when  chalybeates 
are  required.  Dr.  O.  Eeese  deems  ihis  the  most  desirable  form  of 
iron  for  intestinal  use  in  haematuria,  while  Dr.  G.  S.  Bird  no  less 
highly  speaks  of  its  efficacy  in  chlorosis.  This  tincture  is  ad- 
vised in  albuminuria  and  chylous  urine.  In  incontinence  of 
urine  of  children,  three  drops,  thrice  daily,  in  combination  with 
a  tincture  of  hyoscyamus,  have  •produced  the  most  satisfactory 
results.  And  it  is  recommended  as  very  useful  in  rentention  of 
urine  from  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  urethra,  in  atonic  hemor- 
rhages from  the  lungs,  in  profuse  perspiration  of  phthisis,  in  dys- 
f)epsia  occurring  in  scrofulous  subjects,  in  diarrhea  during  the 
ast  stages  of  fevers,  and  in  severe  cases  of  dysentery.  Salutary 
changes  in  some  forms  of  anaemia  may  be  confidently  looked 
for  from  its  haemostatic  operation.  It  appears  to  be  applicable 
for  internal  hemorrhages  and  fluxes  generally. 

As  a  styptic  there  is  no  remedy  in  more  common  use.  Trouble- 
some hemorrhage  which  ofttimes  succeeds  the  extraction  of  a 
tooth,  is  usually  checked  by  one  application.  It  is  also  very  effi- 
cient as  a  caustic  when  applied  to  venereal  warts,  and  some  physi- 
cians depend  on  it  solely  to  discuss  them.  Dose,  ten  to  thirty 
drops,  diluted  with  water. 


Iron,  Nitrate  of 

Astringent,  and  tonic.  Properly  diluted  it  has  been  used  as  an 
enema  and  injection.  Dr.  Waring  makes  mention  of  its  therapeu- 
tic uses  as  follows ; 

"In  the  diarrhoea  of  children  its  efficacy  has  been  established 
by  Mr.  Kerr,  Prof.  Graves  and  many  others.  It  mav  be  given  in 
doses  of  a  few  drops,  according  to  the  age  of  the  child,  and  it  may 
be  employed  in  the  form  of  an  enema,     (minims  x — xij.)    It  ap- 
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pears  to  be  a  safe  and  eflScient  remedy.  "  In  exhausting  hoemor- 
rhage,  whether  from  the  lungs,  stomach,  kidneys,  or  uterus,  this 
preparation  is  reported  to  be  very  efficacious.  It  requires  to  be 
given  in  large  doses,  fl.  dram  ss.  to  fl.  dram." 

In  chronic  bronchitis,  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  gleet,  pyrosis,  men- 
orrhagia,  and  all  diseases  attended  with  mucn  debility,  profuse  dis- 
charges from  the  mucous  surfeces,  and  where  tonics  and  astrin- 
gents are  indicated,  this  remedy  has  been  employed  with  signal 
benefit 

Dose,  ten  to  fifteen  drops  three  times  a  day. 


Iron,  Persulphate  of 

{MonseVs  Solutmi), 

• 

Styptic  and  haemostatic.  It  possesses  the  advantages  over 
other  salts  in  being  less  irritant  and  more  astringent,  and  is 
peculiarly  adapted  to  cases  of  hemorrhage  from  surfiices  in  which 
^it  is  especially  desirable  to  avoid  irritation.  Dr.  H.  H.  Toland, 
of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  {Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  July, 
1858),  says,  "  If  applied  to  a  superficial  wound  as  soon  as  made, 
not  a  drop  of  blood  escapes,  and  no  pain  results  from  the  appli- 
cation. It  acts  by  producing  instantaneous  coagulation  of  the 
blood,  and  will  be  found  invaluable  in  hemorrhage  from  the 
muoth,  nose  and  throat,  wljen.it  is  impossible  to  ligate  the  vessel, 
and  may  be  equally  efficacious  in  alarming  uterine  hemorrhage, 
either  active  or  passive." 

O.  C.  Gibbs,  M.  D.,  of  Frewsbury,  N.  Y.,  used  a  combination  of 
persulphate  of  iron  with  full  doses  of  opiimi,  with  remarkable  suc- 
cess in  camp  diarrhea.  Dr.  G.  administered  one  or  two  doses  a 
day,  for  one  or  two  weeks  after  the  disease  was  checked,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  recurrence.  He  administered  the  salt  in  one  to  five 
grain  doses.  This  solution  has  been  recommended  as  an  effica- 
cious styptic  in  hemorrhage  from  the  stomach  and  bowels.  As  an 
antiperiodic,  it  has  been  employed  with  signal  benefit  in  several 
cases  of  intermittent  fever,  where  quinia  had  failed,  and  even  pro- 
duced unpleasant  eflfecta     Dose,  five  to  fifteen  drops. 

Iron,  Protoxide  of 

For  combination  with  elixir  of  bark.  For  pfoperties  see  Iron^ 
Protoxide  of^  Elixir  of. 


174  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE 

Iron,  Sesqui-Chloride  o£ 

{Strong  Solution.) 

In  extreme  anaemia  from  violent  hoemorrhage,  when  an  imme- 
diate and  powerful  hematinic  is  required,  this  preparation  is  emi- 
nently useful  Besides  possessing  the  general  properties  of  iron, 
and  being  useful  as  an  internal  remedy,  it  also  is  valuable  as  a  lo- 
cal application,  wherein  consists  its  principal  use  as  a  styptic  in 
cases^of  haemorrhage  from  superficial  wounds,  bmisea,  an^  as  a 
caustic  to  warts 


SYRUPS   OF    IRON. 


Iron,  Symp  of  Citrate  of. 

A  mild  chalybeate. 

In  ordinary  cases  of  debility  requiring  a  fen'uginous  tonic,  es- 
pecially where  the  stomach  is  irritable,  and  also  in  the  various 
strumous  attections  of  children,  this  syrup  is  recommended  as  a 
highly  beneficial  medicine. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  five  grains  of  citrate  of  iron. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram. 

Iron  and  Qninia,  Symp  of  Citrate  of. 

This  symp  combines  the  effects  of  iron  and  quinia-  It  is  espe- 
cially adapted  to  children  and  delicate  iemales. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  citrate  of  iron,  and 
one  half  grain  of  citrate  of  quinia. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram. 

Iron  and  Strychnia,    Syrup  of  Citrate  of 

Agreable  tonic,  blood  restorative  and  nervine-stimulant,  possess- 
ing tbe  combined  properties  of  iron  and  strychnia.  It  has  been 
successfully  *  employed  in  atonic  cases  ol  dyspepsia,  constipation, 
and  in  some  forms  oi  paralysis,  amennorrhoea,  and  chorea. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  four  grains  of  citrate  of  iron,  and 
one-hundredth  of  a  grain  of  strychnia* 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram. 


JOURNAL  OF  MATERIA  MEDIC  A.  175 

Iron,  Syrup  of  Iodide  of 

This  combination  is  particularly  adapted  forjperaons  of  a  scrof- 
ulous diathesis.  Prof.  S.  R  Percy,  discoursing  on  its  virtues 
in  a  lecture  communicated  to  the  American^edical  Times^  Jan- 
uary 4,  1862,  says : — 

**  It  is  more  used  in  the  diseases  of  children  'than  in  those  of 
adults.  The  scrofiilous  diseases  of  children,  which  are  always 
accompanied  with  an  anaemic  condition  of  the  system,  are  more 
successfully  treated  with  this  article  than  with  any  other  in  the 
materia  medica.  I  have  found  that  when  the  syrup  is  judiciously 
given  in  small  doses  of  one  to  three  drops,  to  scrofulous  and  anae- 
mic children,  it  can  be  tolerated  for  a  long  time,  and  will  continue 
to  be  of  great  benefit  for  several  weeks,  without  the  necessity  of 
suspending  its  use  for  a  day.  Children,  with  this  small  dose  re- 
peated three  or  four  times  a  day,  will  improve  rapidly  and  steadily, 
when  they  will  not  do  so  well  if  the  dose  is  increased.  In  the  one 
instance  tne  iron  is  all  taken  up  in  the  system,  and  only  passed  off  in 
the  usual  metamorphosis  of  tissue,  ana  the  iodine  exerts  its  peculiar 
action  upon  the  glandular  absorbents,  but  in  the  other  instance  the 
salt  is  presented  in  larger  quantities  than  are  required  for  the  imme- 
diate metamorphoses,  and  it  is  passed  off  to  some  extent  undecom- 
posed,  and  irritates  both  stomacn  and  kidneys. 

"  In  nearly  every  form  of  scrofiilous  disease,  the  syrup  of  the 
iodide  of  iron  will  be  found  of  great  service;  for  in  all  of  these 
diseases  you  find  glandular  enlargements,  which  are  benefited  by 
iodine,  and  anaemia  which  is  relieved  by  iron.  I  have  treated 
children  with  tubercular  enlargements  of  the  mesenteric  glands 
with  this  remedy  alone,  when  at  first  sight  a  cure  would  seem 
to  be  almost  impossible,  and  when  a  change  of  air  and  diet  could 
not  be  provided  In  diseases  of  this  description,  I  prefer  if  possi- 
ble, to  give  the  remedy  in  small  and  very  frequently  repeated 
doses,  as  one  drop  every  hour." 

Dr.  Waring  ol^rves :  "  In  scrofuloits  enlargements  of  the  lymphat- 
ic glands  in  the  tabes  mesenterica  and  other  forms  of  scrofula,  attended 
with  debility  and  emaciation,  the  iodide  of  iron,  in  the  f  »rm  of 
syrup,  is  a  powerful  and  efficacious  remedy.  It  improves  the  gen- 
eral neaJth,  and  at  the  same  time,  causes  marked  reduction  in  the 
size  of  enlarged  elands.'* 

A  more  extended  notice  of  the  therapeutical  uses,  for  which  it 
is  evidently  adapted  may  be  found  under  Iron,  Iodide  of  Dose, 
20  to  40  drops,  diluted  with  water. 

Iron  and  Manganese,  Syrup  of  Iodide  of. 

Tonic  and  alterative.     In  siigple  anaemia,  resulting  from  obsti- 
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nate  intennittent  fevers,  prolonged  suppuration,  scrofulous,  sy- 
philitic and  cancerous  affections,  this  syrup  acts  beneficially  and 
rapidly,  and  permanent  effects  may  be  expected.  Manganese^ 
itself,  closely  resembles  iron  in  its  properties  and  the  above  pre- 
paration is  eminently  applicable  to  that  class  of  diseases  where  a 
aepurator  of  the  blood,  a  powerful  tonic  and  active  alterative  are 
indicated.  Chlorosis,  syphilis,  scrofula,  and  many  diseases  of 
the  skin,  &c.,  are  benefited  by  it  It  possess  all  the  properties 
of  the  preceding  syrup,  together  with  those  of  manganese,  arem- 
edy  lauded  in  combination  with  iron,  on  the  ground  that  it  pro- 
motes the  promptness  of  action  of  the  latter  and  enhances  its  has- 
matinic  influence.  In  it  (manganese)  iodide  of  iron  may  also  re- 
ceive an  adjuvant  Manganese  is  generally  conceded  to  exert 
a  peculiar  therapeutical  influence  over  the  elements  with  which  it 
combines,  aside  fix)m  that  which  belongs  to  it  intrinsically* 
Dose,  ten  to  thirty  drops. 

Iron,  Qninia  and   Strychnia,    Syrup  of 

Phosphate  of. 

Highly  esteemed  as  a  chalybeate,  tonic  and  nervine  stimulant. 
Uses  of  this  combination  will  readily  be  suggested. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  phosphate  ot  iron,  one  grain,  of 
quinia,  one  grain,  of  strychnia,  ^  grain. 

Dose,  ope  tb  two  drama 

Iron,  with  Iodide  Potass.,  Symp  of  Protoxide  of 

In  this  preparation  are  combined  a  mild  but  efficacious  chaly- 
beate and  valuable  alterative  In  cases  of  goitre,  strumous  en- 
largement of  the  glands,  strumous  ophthalmia,  leucorrhea,  mercuri- 
al cachexy,  and  all  tubercular  affections,  chronic  hydrocephalus, 
syphilis  and  syphilitic  affections,  gout,  rheumatism,  arthritic  en- 
largements, asthma,  cutaneous  diseases,  and  in  many  other  diseases 
which  a  knowledge  of  the  properties  of  its  elementary  constitu- 
ents will  readily  suggest,  this  compound  will  prove  eminently  ser- 
viceable, enriching  the  blood,  improving  the  digestion  and  invig- 
orating the  system  generally.  It  ma^^  be  employed  in  all  atonic 
conditions,  where  the  iodide  of  potassium  is  indicated.  The  me- 
dicinal property  and  action  of  the  Iodide  of  Potassium  are  closely 
analogous  to  those  of  iodine,  the  value  of  which,  as  an  altera- 
tive, is  well  known.  Jt  is  preferred  by  some  on  the  ground,  that 
the  system  sometimes  responds  more  favorably  to  it  than  to  iodine 
alone. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram. 
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Iron,  Symp  of  Pyrophosphate  of 

For  a  statement  of  the  remedial  advantages  of  this  chalybeate. 
See  Iron,  Citro-ammoniacal  Pyrophosphate  of.  This  syrup,  is  pleas- 
ant to  the  taste  and  is  more  readily  taken  by  a  class  of  patients 
than  the  crystals  or  the  elixir  even. 

Dose,  one  dram. 

Iron  with  Qninia,  Symp  of  Protoxide  of 

Tonic  and  febrifuge.  See  iron,  protoxide  of  and  quinia  for  their 
respective  value  as  medicines.  This  combination  may  be  admin- 
istered with  much  confidence  and  assurance  of  success,  in  febrile 
relapses,  dyspepsia,  inertia  or  atony  of  the  several  organs  of  the 
body,  general  debility,  convalescence  from  acute  and  chronic  ex- 
hausting diseases,  some  types  of  neuralgia,  every  disease  charac- 
terized by  periodicity  and  all  conditions  of  the  system  when  qui- 
nine is  suggested  and  yet  a  chalybeate  is  needed. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 

Iron,  Rhei  and  ColrLni"bo,  Symp  of  Protoxide  of 

A  valuable  remedy  in  indigestion.  This  syrup  has  been  uni- 
versally commended  by  all  who  have  given  it  a  fair  trial,  and  is 
f>ronounced  a  medicine  superior  to  any  other  similar  preparation. 
Experience  proves  its  efficacy  to  combat  dyspepsia  and  the  long 
list  of  symptoms  distinctly  referable  to  a  fit  of  indigestion,  such  as 
impairment  of  the  appetite,  furred  tongue,  pain  in  the  frontal  re- 
gion of  the  head,  undefined  distress, in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
stomach,  regurgitation  of  bile,  constipation,  febrile  movements, 
sallow  appearance  of  the  countenance,  &c.  For  in  combining  a 
tonic,  chalybeate  and  laxative,  it  contains  the  medicines  essential 
for  the  readjustment  of  digestion,  and  the  establishment  of  a  radi» 
cal  cure. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  iron,  sixteen  grains,  rhubarb  and  co 
lumbo,  each  five  grains. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams  at  meal  times. 

Iron,  Syrup  of  Superphosphate  of 

Tonic,  deobstruent,  and  haematinic.  This  combination  will  be 
found  of  service  in  most  cases  of  anaemia  and  may  be  used  for 
the  same  purpose  as  other  haematinics.  It  is  recommended  upon 
good  authority  as  beneficial  in  the  treatment  of  diabetes.   In  the 

12 
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treatment  of  rickets,  this  agent  deserves  consideration,  combining^ 
as  it  does,  two  essential  elements,  necessary  to  build  up  the 
healthy  organization  of  the  system. 

There  might  be  mentioned  numerous  instances  in  which  this  salt 
will  be  found  advantageous.  As  an  alterative,  and  blood-restorer,, 
it  will  relieve  many  uterine  difficulties,  hepatic  affections  scrofulous, 
diseases,  and  rend  troubles.  Most  of  tnat  catalogue  of  diseases,, 
which  are  frequently  denominated  those  of  debility,  will  respond 
favorably  to  the  judicious  use  of  this  agent 

Dose,  one  dram. 

Lavender,  Spirits  of. 

Spirits  of  Lavender  is  an  agreeable  perrume,  aiid  enters  as  an  in-^ 
gredient  in  a  variety  of  preparations. 


Lavender,  Compound  Spirits  of 

Delightful  aromatic  compound,  stimulant,  cordial  and  stomach- 
ic. It  is  extensively  employed  as  an  adjuvant  and  corrigent  of 
many  medicines,  and  sis  a  medicine  to  relieve  gastric  uneasiness, 
nausea,  flatulence,  and  languor  or  faintness.  It  is  a  favorite  remedy 
with  hysterical  and  hypochondriacal  persons.  As  prepared  is 
perfectly  miscible  with  wattr,  without  the  cloudy  appearance  of 
some  preparations. 

Dose,  thirty  to  sixty  drops. 


Lead.  Acetate  of 

Astringent  and  sedative.  Dupuytren  used  this  remedy  success 
fully  internally,  in  three  cases  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta.  Many 
others  have  employed  it  for  the  same  purpose,  and  confirm  the 
views  of  Dupuytren. 

In  dysentery  the  acetate  of  lead  has  been  found  a  remedy  of 
great  power  and  efiicacy.  Combined  with  opium,  in  many  cases, 
it  proves  a  sovereign  remedy.  In  active  or  passive  hoemorrhages 
combined  with  quinia,  it  is  signally  useful;  and  in  most  cases  of 
menorrhagia,  it  is  the  most  efficacious  remedy  we  possess. 

In  hemorrhage  from  the  bowels  in  advanced  stages,  there  is 
no  better  medicine  than  the  acetnte  of  lead  and  opium. 

The  indications  are  quite  numerous  lor  which  this  agent  has 
been  employed. 

Dose,  one-half  to  five  grains. 
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Lead,  Iodide  of 

This  compound  is  supposed  to  have  the  resolvent  properties  of 
iodine,  combined  with  those  which  are  pecuhar  to  lead. 

It  is  said  to  have  been  usefully  employed  in  the  discussion  ol 
scrofulous  tumours  and  other  indolent  swellings,  and  in  the  cure 
of  obst  r.ate  ulcers,  and  for  these  purposes,  has  been  used  both  in- 
ternally, and  locally  in  the  form  of  an  ointment. 

Dose,  one-half  to  five  gi*ains. 


Lime,  Oarbolate  of 

The  uses  of  carbolate  of  lime  are  mainly  for  disinfecting  pur- 
poses, for  which  it  has  no  superior. 


Lime,  Iodide  of 

•       {Crystals  and  Chemicalfy  Pure,) 

This  preparation  is  in  the  form  of  yellow  crystals,  is  chemically 
pure  and  perfi  ctly  soluble.  We  prepare  this  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  impure  article  cafled  "Commercial." 

'*]olide  of  lime,"  says  Dr.  Talson,  ''was  first  introduced  in 
1865.  It  has  been  rapidly  gainiiig  favor  among  practitioners  as 
a  remedy  of  great  value.  It  is  use(i  in  those  cases  where  iodide 
of  potassium  is  indicated,  but  with  more  marked  eliecta  than 
usually  attend  the  use  of  that  salt.  The  lime  and  iodine  are 
held  together  by  a  feeble  affinity,  and  the  salt  will  not  admit  of 
exp<)suie  without  evolving  free  iodine.  The  solutionis  a  color- 
less and  almost  tasteless  liq^uid. 

E  ich  dram  of  the  salt  contains  8^  grains  of  iodine,  and  each 
flu  d  ounce  of  the  solution  contains  ^^r  nn  o\'  iodine.  The  iodine 
in  ihesiilution  exists  in  the  f»rm  of  u^dide  of  calcium  and  iodide 
of  iine.  Acids  decompose  the  solution  and  free  the  io<Jine  and 
bei.ce  he  uiilitv  of  th«s  tonn  for  the  admiidstmrion  of  iodine. 
Pn  •!  ab  y  in  t  he  state  of  an  oxide,  t'  e  iodide  ot  ( aloium  is  superior 
to  tiie  Ldide  of  potas5?ium  in  seveial  particulars: 

*•  1st.  The  suiallness  of  the  do-ie,  and  the  minute  state  of  its 
atomic  divisions.  2d.  Not  passing (  fiF^o quickly  thrx)ugh  the  kid- 
neys. 8  '.  Its  ready  combinaiion  with  the  blo(xi  and  tissues,  m»n- 
ife  ted  by  its  alterative  eilects,  4th.  In  neing  nearly  tasteiess, 
and  tl  erefore  readily  taken  by  cIdMren.  6th.  I'  is  less  expensiva 
6tlj.  In  not  producing  either  gastro- enteric  or  vesical  irritation 
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"It  has  been  used  with  much  success  in  throat  diseases,  in  mor- 
bid conditions  of  the  general  system,  in  scrofulous  affections,  in- 
tractable cases  of  neuralgia,  diseases  caused  by  metallic  poisons, 
&c.  The  dose  of  the  salt  is  very  small, — about  J  of  a  grain  given 
in  solution,  two  or  three  times  a  day.  Of  the  solution,  2  to  4 
fluid  drams  may  be  given  as  often." 

Neither  the  salts  nor  the  solution  should  be  exposed  long  to  the 
au\  The  decomposing  effect  of  the  air  may  be  readily  seen  by 
placing  a  small  quantity  of  the  solution  in  a  glass,  and  blowing 
into  the  liquor  through  a  tube.     The  product  is  a  carbonate. 

Incompatibles. — ^Acids,  soluble  carbonates,  and  sulphates. 

Lime,  Svmp  of  Iodide  of 

Iodide  of  Lime  for  convenience  of  administration,  is  recom- 
'mended  in  the  form  of  a  Syrup.  It  is  readily  taken  by  children- 
One  of  its  first  effects  is  to  increase  the  appetite.  Its  tonic  proper. 
=ties  readUy  become  manifested.  Children  of  scrofulous  diathesis 
rapidly  improve  under  its  aid,  and  it  is  also  particularly  adapted 
to  a  Ijffge  number  of  chronic  or  acute  affections  peculiar  to  them. 
It  possesses  decided  alterative  powers,  and  when  alterative  reme- 
dies are  indicated,  it  can  be  used  without  hesitation. 

One  half  to  one  dram  of  the  syrup  is  recommended  by  Dr. 
Waring,  as  very  efficacious  in  scrofulous  cases  of  amenorrhoea 
and  dysmenorrhoea ;  he  cites  the  favorable  testimony  of  Drs. 
'Tumbull,  Williams,  Thompson  and  Banking  in  regard  to  its  use 
lin  these  complaints. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  the  equivalent  of  three  and  one-half 
grains  of  iodine. 

Dose,  fifteen  to  thirty  drops,  properly  diluted. 

Lime,  Iodide  of,  and  Protoxide  of  Iron,  Syrap  of 

This  combination  is  valuable  for  its  alterative  and  tonic  pro- 
perties, and  diEfers  fi-om  the  following  only  in  the  absence  of  the 
vegetable  tonic.  It  appears  to  be  indicated  in  those  states  of  the 
system  when  the  want  of  tonicity  and  vitality,  the  depression  of 
spirit,  and  nervous  excitability,  are  dependent  on  diseases  which 
require  alterative  agents. 

Dose,  one  dram  may  be  given  to  adults,  two  or  three  times  a 
day ;  for  children,  half  the  quantity  constitutes  a  dose. 
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Lime,  and  Protoxide  of  Iron,  Elixir  of  Iodide  of 

This  combination  was  first  suggested  .by  Dr,  Dimick,  of  Ypsilanti. 
It  is  a  valuable  tonic  preparation ;  it  strengthens  the  system,  and  is 
readily  retained  upon  the  stomach. 

The  general  operation  of  the  preparations  of  iron,  is  as  a  tonic ; 
they  elevate  the  pulse,  heighten  the  complexion,  and  promote  the 
secretions,  and  are'  most  useful  when  there  is  debility,  relaxation 
and  languid  circulation.  The  most  desirable  is  that  which  is  most 
assimilable,  and  most  acceptable  and  pleasant  to  the  patients. 
The  protoxide,  to  fulfill  these  conditions,  is  receiving  high  recom- 
mendations, and  daily  securing  a  stronger  hold  on  the  confidence 
of  the  profession  as  a  remedial  agency  of  superior  efficacy  in  or- 
dinary cases  of  prostration  and  disordered  life.  It  is  reliable, 
pleasant,  and  very  free  from  any  disagreeable  taste.  It  is  a  con- 
ceded fact  that  vegetable  tonics  materially  aid  the  operations  of 
iron,  and  in  the  elixir  we  have  this  adjuvant. 

The  iodide  of  lime  is  not  only  used  in  those  cases  where  the 
iodide  of  potassium  is  indicated  and  with  more  marked  effects  than 
usually  attend  the  use  of  that  salt,  but  is  very  valuable  in  cases 
where  the  iodide  of  potassium  is  inadmissible.  It  does  not  occa- 
sion iodism,  or  resorption  of  the  healthy  tissues ;  it  does  not  excitfe 
the  circulation,  nor  irritate  the  stomach  and  bladder  by  passing  off 
too  rapidly  through  the  kidneys. 

By  combining  the  virtues  of  these  two  potent  medicines  in  the 
form  of  a  palataile  elixir^  we  have  an  alterative  and  tonic  of  para- 
mount  excellence,  one  which  promptly  exerts  its  influence  on  the 
system  by  way  of  giving  it,  tone  and  producing  salutary  change 
in  disease. 

The  Chicago  Medical  Journal  says  :  A  very  excellent  alterative 
and  tonic  is  afforded  in  Tilden's  beautiful  elixir  of  iodide  of  lime 
and  protoxide  of  iron.  We  have  always,  previously,  been  disap- 
pointed in  securing  desired  results  from  the  use  of  the  ^'iodide  of 
lime,^^  but  find  this  particular  preparation  to  "fill  the  bill"  to  our 
veiy  great  satisfaction. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  iodide  of  lime  one-fourth  grain,  pro- 
toxide of  iron  three  grains. 

Dose,  one  dram  two  or  three  times  daily. 

Lime,  Elixir  of  Phosphate  of 

Alterative  and  an  excellent  ant-acid.  Phosphate  of  lime  in 
this  form  is  readily  taken  by  children,  and  is  the  pleasantest 
remedy  that  can  be  administered  te  meet  a  number  of  indications. 
In  the  treatment  of  rickets  and  moUities  ossium,  it  is  indicated 
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upon  obvious  chemical  grounds.  In  scrofulous  affection  and 
pnthiais,  it  lias  been  employed  with  tjonsiderable  advantage.  It 
IS  admirably  adapted  to  diarrhea,  acidity,  and  gout  accompanied 
with  acidity. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  phosphate  of  lime,  and 
four  grains  of  phosphoric  acid. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 


LitMa,  Carbonate  of 

This  substance  has  come  into  use  as  a  solvent  for  uric  acid  cal- 
culi. Its  great  solvent  power  for  that  acid  also  renders  it  of  much 
service  in  gout  and  rheumatism.  It  is  suggested  as  an  injection 
into'  the  bladder  in  cases  of  oxaluria  and  lithuria. 

Dose,  three  to  eight  grains  several  times  a  day. 


Magnesia,  Citrate  of,  Q-ranular  Effervescent. 

A  popular  and  effective  medicine  when  cooling  aperients  are 
needed,  and  in  large  doses  acts  as  a  mild  cathartic. 

The  effervescing  properties  of  this  elegant  preparation  are  re- 
tained in  granular  form,  preserving  the  flavor  as  a  palatable  saUne 
draught 

As  an  aperient  or  purgative  it  is  pleasant  to  the  taste,  unobjec- 
tionable to  the  most  delicate  organization,  mild  but  certain  in  its 
operation,  and  has  a  popularity  unequalled  by  any  other  of  its 
class  of  medicines.  One  to  two  drams,  dissolved  in  two  fluid 
ounces  of  water  act  as  an  aperient  Larger  doses  are  required  to 
produce  a  purgative  operation. 

Meronry,  Biniodide  of 

(Red.) 

This  preparation  of  mercury  has  been  used  with  much  success 
in  scrofula  and  syphilis.  It  has  been  found  a  valuable  remedy 
in  rheumatism,  dependent  on  a  syphilitic  taint,  having  effected 
cures  in  several  cases  in  which  the  Bichloride  or  common  subli- 
mate had  been  given  in  vain.  Good  results  have  followed  its  ad- 
ministration in  cases  of  epilepsy  caused  by  injuries  to  the  head, 
in  which  thickening  of  the  dura  mater  was  suspected.  The  adven- 
titious deposit  becomes  rapidly  absorbed. 

Dose,  one-sixteenth  of  a  grain,  gradually  increased  to  one- 
fourth. 
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Mercury,  Protiodide  of. 

{Green,) 

Serviceable  in  scrofula  and  scrofulous  syphilis,  as  well  as  in  all 
•cases  of  hypertrophy. 

It  should  never  be  given  a  the  same  time  with  iodide  of  po- 
tassium, which  converts  it  immediately  iiito  biniodide  and  me- 
tallic mercury. 

Dose,  one  grain,  gradually  increased  to  three  or  four  grains. 

Nitrate  of  Silver. 

Nitrate  of  silver  is  tonic,  anti-spasmodic  aud  sedative.  It  is 
much  used  as  an  escharotic,  either  in  solution  or  solid.  The  strength 
of  the  solution  should  depend  on  the  condition  of  the  parts  to  which 
it  is  to  be  applied,  and  the  character  of  the  affections.  It  has  been 
applied  with  benefit  to  warts,  ulcers,  fungous  growths,  chancres 
cancrum  oris,  fetid  discharges  from  the  ear,  tongue,  gums,  &c. 

As  a  local  apphcation  in  erysipelas,  leucoiThea,  gonorrhea,  gran- 
ulations, excoriations,  stricture  of  the  urethra,  ring-worms,  corns 
And  many  cutaneous  diseases,  it  has  also  been  employed  with  favor 
•able  results.  Especially  useful  to  check  the  progress  of  malignant- 
'■erysipelas. 

Much  benefit  has  also  been  derived  fi'om  the  solution  in  venere- 
xil  affections  of  the  throat  and  other  throat  difficulties,  here  applied 
by  means  of  a  sponge.  If  the  pain  be  excessive,  it  may  be  ap- 
peased by  a  wash  of  common  salt.  Chloride  of  sodium  converts 
the  nitrate  into  an  insoluble  salt. 

In  obstinate  cases  of  diarrhea  of  children,  Dr.  Willshire,  observes 
Dr.  Waring,  has  used  the  following  formula  with  great  success : — 

^.    Argent  Nit, gr.  j. 

Acid  Nitric  Dil.,  ....  Minims,  v. 
Mucilag.  Acac.,  Syrup,  Simp,  aa,  .  .  f3vj. 
M.  Sumat,  f  3  j.   4ta  quaque  horS.. 

It  is  recommended  in  gastralgia,  jaundice,  dyspepsia,  diarrhea  of 
phthisis,  in  dysentery,  acute  and  chronic,  and  many  other  diseases 
•of  the  abdominal  viscera ;  in  spasmodic  affections,  choreaj  epilepsy, 
hooping-cough  and  asthma.  Certain  rules  should  be  observed  in 
its  administration.     Dose,  one-fourth  to  one-half  grain. 

Opinm,  Deodorized  riuid. 

The  extensive  applicability  of  opium  to  the  cure  and  mitigation 
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of  disease,  has  incorporated  it  into  almost  every  practice  of  medi- 
cine. It  is  in  its  primary  action,  excitant,  speedily  relieving  pain ; 
capable  beyond  any  other  narcotic  of  producing  sleep ;  powerful- 
ly antispadmotic ;  possesses  the  power  of  allaymg  local  and  gen- 
eral irritation  ;  suppresses  morbid  discharges ;  and  in  combination 
with  small  doses  of  emetic  medicines,  is  pre-eminently  a  diaphor- 
etic. The  secretions,  severally,  with  the  exception  of  that  from 
the  skin,  are  suspended,  or  diminished  after  the  administration  of 
opium. 

On  some  constitutions  the  crude  article  produces  peculiar  ef- 
fects, widely  different  from  its  usual  mode  of  operation ;  such  as 
great  sickness  and  vomiting,  restlessness,  headache,  delirium  and 
even  obstinate  wakefulness,  which  ill  effects  are  owing  to  the 
presence  in  it  of  the  deleterious  principles,  narcotme,  papaverinej 
and  ihebaine.  In  the  fluid  opium  deodorized  these  noxious  agents 
are  absent,  and  the  three  gi-eat  soporific  principles,  morphine^  nar- 
ceine  and  codeine^  are  present,  purified  and  separated  Jfrom  the  tox- 
cological  and  deleterious  principles,  and  act  conjointly,  consti- 
tuting a  soporific  and  anodyne  of  paramount  excellence;  one  , 
that  exerts  its  tranguilizing  influence  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  I 
both  physician  and  patient,  one  that  is  now  generally  acknowl-  " 
edged  to  best  meet  the  numerous  cases  when  opiates  are  indicated. 

It  is  of  the  strength  of  laudanum, .  and  superior  to  the 
many  empirical  elixirs  and  solutions  in  use,  possessing  in  reality  all 
the  advantages  the  latter  are  claimed  to  combine, 

ThQ  fluid  opium,  deodorized,  is  a  very  pleasant  anodyne  and  an- 
ti-spasmodic, much  used  to  allay  cough  in  chronic  catarrh,  asth- 
ma, consumption,  &c. ;  to  relieve  nausea  and  slight  pains  in  the 
stomach  and  bowels ;  to  check  diarrhoea ;  and  in  infantile  cases  to  ' 

procure  sleep.  | 

Eepose  is  usually  induced  by  the  minimum  dose,  but  in  obsti- 
nate irritation,  the  dose  can  be  repeated  several  times  with  safety.  I 

Dose,  for  an  infant,  one  to  three  drops  ;  for  an  adult,  fifteen  to 
twenty  drops. 


Pepsine. 

[Pure.) 

This  substance  is  regarded  as  a  positive  anatomical  ingredient 
of  the  gastric  juice,  both  essential  to  its  constitution  and  physio- 
logical action.  Introduced  into  the  system  it  increases  the  appe- 
tite, allays  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and  promotes  changes  in 
this  viscus  essential  to  healthy  digestion  of  the  nitrogenous  ele- 
ments of  food.     See  Journal  Materia  Medica,  VoL  5  and  6. 

Dose,  ten  to  fifteen  grains  immediately  before  or  after  meals. 


i 


► 
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Fepsine,  Strychnia  and  Bismuth,  Elixir  o£ 

Highly  lauded  as  a  digestive.  Particularly  adapted  to  dyspep- 
sia, the  irritability  of-  the  stomach  following  chronic  gastritis,  and 
in  that  attendant  on  convalescence  and  certain  exhaustive  diseas- 
es such  as  phthisis.  In  these  states,  the  gastric  juice  is  not  secret- 
ed in  sufficient  quantity  to  enable  the  stomach  to  perform  its  pro- 
per function,  repsine  is  claimed  to  contravene  this  departure 
from  health  by  keeping  up  artificial  digestion,  while  strychnia 
gives  tone  and  integrity  to  the  sympathetic,  in  which  is  acknowl- 
edged to  reside  the  "secretive  co-ordination,"  thereby  tending  to 
eft'ect  a  permanent  cure,  and  bismuth  operates  as  a  sedative  and 
alterative,  and  plays  an  important  part  in  ipitableness  of  the 
stomach,  and  in  inflamed  conditions  of  the  gastro-enteric  mucuous 
membranes. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  five  grains  of  pepsine,  ^  grain  of 
strychnia,  and  one  grain  ammonio-citrate  of  bismuth. 

Dose,  one  dram  before  meals. 

Pepsine,  Wine  of 

•  « 

This  elegant  cordial  contaii^s  the  digestive  principle  of  the  gas- 
tric juice  held  in  solution  by  pure  sherry  wine,  and  is  acceptable 
to  even  those  of  the  most  delicate  organizations.  No  more  grate- 
ful and  efficient  medicine  has  been  tried  in  dyspepsia  and  kindred 
diseasea 

Dose,  from  a  half  to  a  wine  glassful  should  be  taken  just  befoi^e 
or  immediately  after  meals. 

Phosphates,  Syrup  of 

Compounded  of  I/ime,  Soda,  Poiassa  and  Iron — Chemical  Food, 

This  remedy  has  been  suggested  in  cases  of  debility,  or  consti- 
tutional languor,  where  the  functions  ot  the  system  lack  their  nor- 
mal vitality,  and  yet  these  morbid  symptoms  are  traceable  to  no 
one  single  positive  cause.  Its  use,  though,  is  advised  only  in  those 
cases  where  the  simple  syrup  of  phosphate  of  iron  fails  to  bring 
about  the  desired  effect.  But  the  value  of  the  several  ingredients 
as  nutritive  tonics  is  too  well  known  to  require  a  lengthy  notice 
of  the  therapeutics  of  the  compound. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  dram. 


186  SUPPLEMENT  TO   THE 

Potassa,  Acetate  of 

Acetate  of  potassa  acts  as  a  diuretic  in  doses  of  from  a  sciniple 
to  a  drachm,  and  as  a  mild  cathartic  when  given  to  the  extent  of 
two  or  three  drachms.  The  late  Dr.  Duncan,  of  Edinburgh,  con- 
sidered it  to  be  a  medicine  of  great  efficacy,  and  one  of  our  best  sa- 
line deobstruents  Dr.  J.  A.  Eaton,  of  Glascow,  has  found  it  useful 
in  several  pkin  diseases,  such  as  psoriasis,  eczema,  and  lepra. 
Cases  which  had  resisted  the  ordinary  remedies  were  cured,  after 
a  treatment  occupying  from  three  weeks  to  two  months.  The 
dose  given  by  Dr.  Eaton  was  half  a  drachm,  three  times  a  day, 
dissolved  in  water.  The  remedy  seemed  to  act  through  the  kid- 
neys, the  urine  being  remarkably  increased,  both  in  its  aqueous 
and  solid  contenta  The  late  Dr.  Golding  Bird  treated  a  large 
nuniber  of  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  with  remarkable  success, ' 
with  this  salt  The  pain  of  the  disease  declined  as  soon  as  the 
urine  became  alkahne,  and  rose  in  specific  gravity.  The  quantity 
given,  in  twenty-four  hours,  was  half  an  ounce  in  divided  doses, 
largely  diluted  with  water.     (U.  S.  D.) 

It  is  spoken  of  as  efficacious  in  large  doses  in  acute  and  suba- 
cute urethritis  with  mucous  or  puruloid  discharges,  and  in  similar 
affections  of  the  vagina  and  uterus. 

Dose,  no  nicety  need  be  observed. 

ft/ 

Potassa,  Solution  of  Arsenite  of. 

(Fowler's  Solution.) 

*  Arsenic,  from  an  early  date,  has  been  successfully  used  as  an 
anti-periodic.  The  number  of  physicians  of  talent  and  fruitful 
experience,  both  in  America  and  Europe,  who  have  lauded  its 
efficacy  in  intermittent  and  periodic  fevers,  is  too  large  to  leave  a 
shadow  of  a  doubt  of  its  utility  in  those  diseases.  It  is  not  claim- 
ed to  supersede  quinia  in  recent  intermittent  fevers,  but  is  promised 
equal  to  quinia  in  chronic  forms  of  that  affection,  and  to  constitute 
an  invaluable  relay  in  the  small  proportion  of  cases  which  resist 
cinchona  in  all  its  forms  and  in  every  dose.  Fowler  effected  radi- 
cal cures,  by  the  arsenical  solution,  of  171  out  of  247  cases  of 
"  agues."  Withering  used  the  solution  with  complete  success  in  34 
out  of  48  cases,  though  in  the  remaining  15  cases  it  failed.  Dr. 
T.  D.  Mitchell  found  other  preparations  besides  Fowler's  solution, 
ineffectual. 

There  is  a  variety  of  diseases  amenable  to  this  solution,  among 
which  may  be  named  chorea,  neuralgia,  chronic  rheumatism,  in- 
veterate cutaneous  affections,  such  as  chronic  eczema,  psoriasis, 
chronic  impetigo  and  lichen,  and  others.     It  has  also  been  found 
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efl&cacious  in  menorrhagia.  Stills  records  the  following  regula- 
tions, which.  Mr.  Hunt  claims  should  be  observed  in  the  arsenical 
treatment : — 

1.  The  use  of  arsenic  is  contra-indicated  when  there  is  a  feverish 
state  of  the  system,  a  quick  pulse,  hot  skin,  &c. 

2.  It  should  never  be  given  on  an  empty  stomach. 

3.  Should  never  be  given  in  increasing  doses.  This  is  a  fatal 
and  almost  universal  mistake. 

4.  The  largest  dose  ever  required  is  live  minims  of  Fowler's  so- 
lution, three  times  a  day. 

5.  This,  if  mixed  with  the  food,  will  not  irritate  the  stomach  or 
bowels,  but  will,  in  the  couj-se  of  a  few  days  or  weeks,  produce  an 
itching  or  smarting  of  the  conjunctiva.  This  membrane  will  ap- 
pear slightly  inflamed,  and  the  lower  eyelid  will  soon  appear  a  lit- 

*tle  puffed  or  swollen.     The  cutaneous  disease  will  now  begin  to 
decline,  and  the  dose  must  be  reduced  to  four  minims. 

6.  If  the  conjunctiva  continues  much  inflamed,  the  dose  must 
be  further  reduced,  but  the  conjunctiva  must  be  kept  tender 
throughout  the  whole  course. 

7.  If  the  skin  becomes  more  inflamed,  the  course  must  not  be 
interrupted,  but  a  few  leeches  must  be  applied  to  the  margin  of 
the  diseased  portions,  or  an  occasional  aperient  exhibited. 

8.  The  arsenical  course  must  be  continued  for  as  many  months 
after  the  final  disappearance  of  the  eruption,  as  it  had  existed 
years  before.     This  will  prove  a  security  against  a  relapse. 

9.  Cutaneous  disorders  treated  in  this  way  seldom  return,  and 
never  severely,. nor  is  there  any  danger  of  metastasis. 

Antidotes, — Free  evacuations  of  the  stomach  by  emetics ;  ipecacu- 
anha is  preferred  or  sulphate  of  copper  or  zinc.  The  emesis 
should  be  promoted  by  warm  drinks,  or  other  mixtures,  after 
which  the  hydrated  sesquioxide  of  iron,  or  the  hydrated  sulphuret 
of  iron  should  be  administered  in  large  doses.  The  same  plan  of 
treatment  may  be  pursued  to  combat  poisoning  by  the  preceding 
arsenical  preparation. 

Incompatible^ — ^Acids,  acidulous  salts,  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and 
its  compounds,  sulphates  of  magnesia,  iron  and  copper ;  chlorides 
of  barium,  calcium  and  iron,  nitrate  of  silver ;  alum,  &c. 

Dose,  five  to  ten  drops  three  times  a  day. 

Potassa,  OMorate  of. 

{OhemicallT/  pure,) 

Eefiigerant  and  diuretic.  This  medicine  has  been  very  success- 
fully employed  in  scorbutic  and  hepatic  affections,  cancrum  oris, 
abscesses,  boils,  mercurial  salivation,  maternal  stomatitis,  eruptions, 
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and  by  some  practitionei'S  mainly  relied  on  in  scarlatina,  fetid 
breath,  diphtheria,  and  ordinary  cases  of  sore  throat  It  is  ac- 
knowledged a  superior  remedy  in  gangrene  and  ulceration  of  the 
mouth,  destroying  the  disagreeable  odor,  diminishing  the  discharge 
of  saliva,  and  expediting  granulation.  Some  authorities  pronounce 
it  a  sedative  to  tne  nervous  and  circulatory  systems,  a  stunulant  to 
the  digestive  and  urinary  organs,  as  well  as  an  alterative  and  stim- 
ulant to  mucous  linings,  on  account  of  which  last  property  it 
appears  to  be  indicated  in  morbid  and  inordinate  mucous  dis- 
charges. 

Dr  Watson  states  that  one  dram  of  the  salt  dissolved  in  a  pint 
of  water  is  a  beneficial  daily  drink  in  typhoid  fever.  "  Prof.  Lom- 
bard (W.)  Estrongly  recommends  the  chlorate  of  potash  in  doses  of 
gr.  XV, — ^xviij,  every  four  or  six  hours  in  anasarca  and  ascites  after, 
typhus  fevers."  The  desired  object  has  been  accomplished  by  this 
remedy  in  pregnancy,  when  the  results  of  prior  pregnancies  indi- 
cated the  foetus  would  be  either  stillborn  or  very  weakly.  It  may 
be  applied  externally  as  a  wash  or  injection  in  solution  of  six  to 
twenty  grains  to  the  fluid  ounce  of  water.  It  answers  thus  in  affec- 
tions of  the  mouth,  aided  by  internal  administration. 

One  fluid  ounce  of  water  dissolves  about  twenty  five  grains. 
No  nicety  need  be  observed  in  the  dose.  As  a  prophylactic  in  sali- 
vation, small  doses  will  serve. 

Potassium,  Arseniated  Bromide  of 

The  therapeutics  of  this  preparation  have  received  considerable 
attention  and  laudation.  Dr.  (jhas.  A.  Lee  says:  "I  am  satisfied 
it  is  a  most  valuable  preparation."  Dr.  Ij.  Elsberg,  of  New  York, 
in  a  communication  to  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter^  Philadel- 
phia, (Sept  24,  1859),  spoke  of  it  as  possessing  "  tonic^  alterative 
and  re^oZver?^  properties."  E.  H.  Sholl,  M.  D.,  in  the  same  journal, 
has  recently  endorsed  Dr.  £.'s  opinion,  and  from  actual  experience 
proclaims  himself  satisfied  "with  the  rapidity  and  certainty  of  its 
excellent  tonic  effects,"  remarking : 

"  It  presents  to  the  profession  a  remedy  concentrated  and  palata- 
ble, objects  not  to  be  disregarded,  when  content  iing,  as  we  fre- 
quently have  to  do,  in  the  peculiar  class  of  cases  to  which  it 
adapts  itself,  with  stomachs  easily  revolted  by  the  grosser  and 
bulkier  medicines."  Dr.  S.  has  used  it  in  chronic  intermittents, 
and  this  class  of  diseases,  and  says,  "  it  has  succeeded  admirably, 
relieving  them  more  speedily  and  certainly  than  barks,  ferrugin- 
ous tonics,  arsenic  or  strychnia."  He  recommends  it  in  secondary 
syphilis,  occurring  in  persons  of  a  scrofulous  nature ;  advises  it  in 
combination  with  stillingia^  in   chlorosis :    with  sanguinaria^  in 
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"long-standing  cases  of  neuralgia;    and  with  ergot  in  climacteric 
menorrhagia     More  authority  could  be  adduced. 
Dose,  three  to  four  drops,  in  a  wine  glass  of  water,  twice  daily. 

Potassinm,  Bromide  of. 

This^salt  has  been  employed  with,  good  results  in  scrofula,  en- 
largements of  the  spleen,  epilepsy,  incontinence  of  urine  of  chil- 
dren, gonorrhea  and  chordee^  nymphomania,  priapism,  and  some 
forms  of  spermatorrhoea,  &c.  In  syphilitic  eruptions  it  has 
proven  a  good  substitute  for  iodide  of  potassium. 

Dr.  Alexander  J.  Stone  has  recently  called  the  attention  of  the 
profession  to  a  new  and  important  property  of  this  salt,  viz  :  the 
power  of  counteractiTig  the  nausea  attending  etherization.  Dr.  S.  has 
several  columns  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Feb. 
28,  1868,  devoted  to  an  exp(>sition  of  the  Power  of  Bromide  of  Po- 
tassium, in  Checking  the  Reflex  Nausea  induced  by  Etherization.  Dr. 
S.  instances  some  tliirty  unselected  cases,  where,  in  his  practice, 
this  new  property  of  the  bromide  was  exhibited  so  as  to  complete- 
,ly  arrest  the  disagreeable  sequelae  attendant  upon  the  inhalation 
of  ether,  and  claims  to  have  so  thoroughly  tested  the  reality  of 
this  new  quahty  as  to  place  unqualified  confidence  in  it  Dr.  S. 
moreover  remarks :  "  In  Prof  Storer's  practice,  I  have,  within  the 
past  four  months,  been  obliged  to  prescribe  it  for  various  symp- 
toms attending  uterine  disease,  such  as  insomnia,  hysteria,  epilep- 
sv,  and  other  foims  of  mental  and  nervous  derangements.  More 
than  a  hundred  and  fifty  times,  speaking  within  bounds,  and  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  resulting  acnoid  eruption,  which  passes 
away  voluntarily  when  the  medicine  is  discontinued,  I  have  been 
so  fortunate  as  not  to  have  seen  any  ill  results,  In  case  it  is  to 
be  given  afler  the  use  of  ether,  I  would  recommend  the  exhibition 
of  either  thirty  or  forty  grains  every  thirty,  forty-five  or  sixty 
minutes,  as  may  be  found  desirable. 

"  I  am  inclined  to  think,  however,  from  the  results  of  a  some 
what  extended  series  of  experiments  made  with  this  drug  by  Dr. 
Storer  upon  himself,  and  communicated  to  me,  that  there  is  little' 
or  no  risk  of  gastric,  nervous,  or  other  irritation  from  its  use  even 
in  doses  that  might  seem  enormous,  provided  the  bromide  is  ex- 
hibited in  at  least  twice  the  amount  of  water  required  to  dissolve 
it" 

Dose,  three  to  ten  grains  three  times  a  day. 

PotassiTim,  OMoride  of. 

Chloride  of  Potassium  is  anti-neuropatlic,  and  an  alterative  pu- 
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rifier  of  the  blood.     Used  for  nearly  the 'same  puiposc  as  the  chlo- 
rate of  potassa. 

Potassium,  Iodide  of 

Iodide  of  potassium  is  the  most  important  of  the  several  prepa- 
rations of  iodine,  possesses  its  general  therapeutic  properties,  and 
is  applicable  to  an  extended  number  of  diseases.  It  produces 
very  marked  effects  on  the  secretions,  which  it  uniformly  increas- 
es, and  into  which  it  readily  passes.  It  generally  increases  the 
appetite  and  flesh.  The  general  character  of  its  action  is  to  re- 
move abnormal  tissue,  eliminating  the  material  by  the  kidneys.  It  is 
very  beneficial  in  struma  in  all  its  forms,  occasionally  in  chorea  after 
the  preparations  of  iron  have  failed,  in  gout,  albuminuria,  ague, 
in  the  various  forms  of  syphilis,  in  mucurio-syphilitic  sore  throat, 
gonorrhoea,  leucorrhoea,  neuralgia,  circumorbital  pains,  haemopty- 
sis, mecurial  humors  and  lead  palsy.  In  that  form  of  rheuma- 
tism characterized  by  wandering  pains  in  the  bones,  and  in  tuber- 
cular forms  of  the  venereal  eruptions,  in  the  suppurative  stage  of 
pneumonia,  its  efficacy  is  attested  by  the  highest  authority.  • 

Some  writers  think  it  decidedly  more  efficacious  in  stomatitis 
than  chlorate  of  potassa.  Large  doses  are  advised  by  Mr.  San  key 
in  ague.  It  is  pronounced  the  oest  remedy  in  mercurio-syphilitic 
sore  throat  It  has  been  successfully  employed  in  strumous  in- 
flammation of  the  eye,  given  in  the  compound  syrup  of  sarsaparilla. 
This  valuable  medicine  when  given  in  small  doses,  will  occasion- 
ally give  rise  to  troublesome  symptoms,  and  severely  affect  the 
system.  Five  grains  have  produced  coryza,  conjunctivitis,  dys- 
pnoea, and  other  serious  disturbancea  This  fact  militates  against 
the  expediency  of  giving  it  even  in  large  quantities,  until  warrant- 
ted  in  so  doing  by  a  knowledge  of  the  constitutional  idiosyncrasies 
and  susceptibility  of  the  patient  to  its  action. 

Dose,  from  two  to  ten  grains.  • 

Quinia. 

This  is  the  name  of  an  alkaloid  obtained  from  the  Peruvian 
Bark.  It  was  discovered  in  the  year  1820,  by  Pelletier  and 
Caventou,  and  has  since  steadily  grown  in  popularity  until  it  now 
takes  its  place  among  the  most  valuable  agents  in  the  materia  medi- 
ca,  and  by  common  consent  is  regarded  "  a  most  important  gift  from 
modern  analytical  chemistry  to  medicine." 

Quinia  is  applicable  to  aU  the  diseases  for  which  cinchona  has 
been  long  used  and  celebrated  as  a  tonic,  febrifuge  and  anti-period- 
ic ;  having  all  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  crude  bark,  save  its 
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astrmgency.  It  claims  the  preference  to  the  crude  bark  in  not  being 
open  to  the  objections  of  overloading  the  stomach,  and  bringing  on 
dyspepsia  and  other  derangements  of  the  alimentary  canal,  which 
are  the  results  of  large  doses  in  which  the  crude  bark  must  be  ad- 
ministered to  produce  the  desired  effect  Quinia  is  seldom,  if  ever 
given  alonie,  but  generally  in  the  form  of  salt  Its  therapeutic 
uses  are  too  obvious  to  require  enumeration. 

Qtiinia,  OMorate  of. 

This  article  was  introduced  into  medicine  within  the  last  year  by 
Dr.  Lyons,  of  Dublin,  who  claims  for  it  a  febrifuge  of  surpassing 
potency.  The  record  of  his  experience  with  this  agent  would 
place  it  foremost  in,  the  rank  of  remedies  to  combat  the  graver  forms 
of  typhus,  typhoid  pneumonia,  scarlatina,  small  pox,  low  phlegmon- 
ous inflammation,  and  low  pyrexial  states.  When  the  heart  is 
feeble,  it  is  said  to  possess  an  almost  magical  efficacy  in  reducing 
yet  sustaining  the  pulsation. 

In  Braithwaite^s  Retrospects  Part  54,  page  238,  may  be  found  an 
interesting  communication,  (Copied  from  the  Medical  Press  and 
Circular^  May  30,  1866,  page  562),  on  the  employment  of  this 
new  febrifuge.  A  case  of  scarlatina  anginosa  is  recorded  where 
rapid  defervescence  followed  the  use  of  this  agent  "  The  chlorate 
oi  quinia  was  ordered  for  this  patient  in  three  grain  doses  every 
third  hour,  in  addition  to  which  the  tonsils  were  washed  with  a  20 
grain  solution  of  silver,  and  a  gargle  of  chlorate  of  potash  directed 
to  be  used  frequently  during  the  day.  *  *  *  On  the  fourth 
day  defervescence  was  well  established,  the  pulse  had  fallen  to  80 
from  130),  the  throat  was  quite  restored  to  a  natural  condition,  and 
the  patient  in  all  respects  convalescent  In  two  other  cases  of  scar- 
latina, but  of  milder  form,  the  chlorate  was  employed  with  very- 
satisfactory  results." 

The  writer  also  cites  a  case  of  protracted  typhus  fever. with  diph- 
theria supervening  which  had  proved  rebellious  against  every  other 
plan  of  treatment,  but  which  rapidly  succumbed  to  the  chlorate  of 
quinia  in  connection  with  the  ordinary  local  measures.  The  diph- 
theritic exudations  were  first  carefully  removed,  after  which  the 
muriated  tincture  of  iron  was  freely  applied  upon  the  affected  sur- 
face, beside  which  the  throat  was  repeatedly  gargled  with  the 
chlorate  of  potash. 

The  patient  was  further  directed  to  take  the  chlorate  of  quinia  in 
about  five  grain  doses  every  third  hour,  according  to  the  following 
formula : — 

'^,  Chloratis  quinise,  3jss;  acidi  perchlorici,  3ij;  syrup  au- 
rantii,  §  ij  ;  aqu83  distillatae,  ad   §  viij.     M. 

Sumat  5  ss.  3tiis  horis. 
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"  The  gargle  employed  in  this  and  the  previous  case  consisted  oi 
two  drachms  of  chlorate  of  potash,  two  drachms  perchloric  acid, 
three  ounces  of  syrup,  and  five  ounces  of  water.  Under  the  use  of 
these  remedies,  the  patient  rapidly  improved,  and  about .  the  28th 
day  from  the  first  invasion  of  the  fever  convalescence  began  to  be 
fairly  established,  and  c6ntinued  permanent 

"  From  the  powerful  oxidising  and  general  stimulating  agency 
of  chloric  acid,  and  the  influence  of  quinia  as  a  nervo-tonic,  Dr. 
Lyons  has  been  led  to  the  idea  of  combining  these  two  remedial 
agents,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  febrifdgQ  medicine  of  great 
potency. 

"  From  some  half  dozen  cases  in  which  he  has  as  yet  employed 
this  drug  including  scarlatina,  typhus,  the  diphtheritic  case  above 
mentioned,  and  in  low  forms  of  pneumonia,  Dr.  Lyons  has  obtained 
results  which  so  far  satisfy  him  of  its  efficacy  and  utility,  and  he  in- 
vites the  co-operation  of  his  professional  brethren  in  testing  the  value 
of  this  salt  of  quinia  in  low  pyrexial  states." 

The  Medical  Press  and  Vircular^  Dec.  19,  1866,  again  says : 
"  Further  experience  of  this  valuable  agent  has  confirmed  the  views 
entertained  by  its  inventor.  *  *  *  In  a  case  of  low  typhus, 
with  extremely  feeble  heart,  and  pulse  at  144,  the  exhibition  of  a 
ten  grain  dose  brought  the  pulse  aown  from  twelve  to  fifteen  beats 
within  an  hour  aft^er  its  administration.  A  case  of  small-pox  was 
treated  with  it  from  the  outset,  in  which  the  pulse  never  ran  above 
ninety.  It  is  usually  administered  by  Dr.  Lyons  in  a  dose  from 
three  to  five  gmins  dissolved  by  the  aid  of  the  acid  of  a  like  num 
ber  of  drops  of  perchloric  acid." 

,    Quinia,  Hypophospliite  of. 

In  this  combination  we  have  a  remedy  which  acts  promptly  on 
the  system  as  a  stimulant  tonic,  and  regenerator  of  nervous  force 
and  integrity. 

Quinia,  Tannate  of 

Though  applicable  to  the  many  diseases  for  which  quinia  is  us- 
ually prescribed,  its  specific  value  appears  manifest  in  nocturnal 
sweats.  M.  Delioux,  regards  it  superior  to  any  other  preparation 
of  bark  in  the  management  of  colliquative  sweats  which  occur  in 
phthisis  and  other  diseases.  His  conclusion  was  the  result  of  a 
series  of  experiments  with  the  several  preparations  of  the  bark. — 
L*  Union  Medicale^  No.  43  says:  "  This  agent  is  supposed  to  be  pe- 
culiarly applicable  to  two  essential  conditions  in  this  symptom," 
meaning  colliquative  sweats,  "  organic  debility  and  periodicity, — 
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M.  Delioux  cites  many  cases  in  support  of  his  views.  He  admin- 
isters this  agent  in  two  or  three  doses  of  six  or  eight  grains  during 
the  afternoon.  It  is  insipid,  and  causes  neither  wakefulness  nor 
indigestion." 

Quinia,  Valerianate  of 

Nervine,  tonic,  and  febrifuge  It  is  veiy  efficacious  in  inter- 
mittent neuralgia,  hemicrania  and  in  those  disorders  where  a  ton- 
ic and  anti-periodic  influence  is  indicated  and  the  nerves  also  re- 
quire to  be  acted  upon  for  the  relief  of  wakefulness,  restless- 
ness, and  nervous  irritability.  In  such  states  of  the  system  there 
is  no  better  remedy. 

Dose,  one  grain. 

Rhubarb  and  Magnesia,  Elixir  of 

This  elixir  holds  the  active  principles  of  these  important  medic- 
inal agents,  rhubarb  and  magnesia,  together  with  citric  acid  in  a 
soluble  state,  secures  an  action  on  the  system  somewhat  similar  yet 
more  satisfactory  and  prompt  than  either  agent  when  used  singly, 
and  is  therefore  presented  to  the  profession  as  an  excellent  and 
pleasant  remedial  cordial  for  the  ordinary  derangements  of  the 
gastro-enteric  duct. 

The  individual  medicinal  uses  and  action  of  the  several  elemen- 
tary constituents  of  this  elixir  indicate  its  employment  in  febrile 
ana  inflammatory  attacks,  when  a  gentle  refrigerant  aperient  is 
required.  As  the  rhubarb  principle  combines  the  remarkable 
union  of  the  cathartic  and  astringent  power,  the  latter  not  interfer- 
ing with  the  former,  as  the  purgative  effect  precedes  the  astringent, 
the  elixir  is  eminently  appropriate  in  mild  cases  of  diarrhoea  and 
dysentery.  The  tonic -element  renders  it  peculiarly  fit  for  infantile 
cases  attended  with  enfeebled  digestion  and  irritation  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal. 

In  small  doses  it  acts  as  a  mild  tonic,  improving  digestion,  and 
promoting  the  appetite,  and  if  administered  in  appropriate  quanti- 
ties, produces  an  aperient  or  purgative  action.  It  is  grateful  to 
the  taste  and  hence  particularly  applicable  to  children  and  adults 
of  a  delicate  constitution.  The  therapeutic  uses  of  this  combina- 
tion are  multiform.  When  dyspepsia  occurs  from  atony  of  the 
stomach,  small  doses  of  this  elixir  before  each  meal,  will  be  found 
beneficial. 

Mild  purgative  medicines  are  far  better  to  overcome  constipa- 
tion of  the  bowels,  than  the  more  powerfal  cathartics,  and,  per- 
.    13 
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haps,  no  more  efficacious  preparation  can  be  found  than  the  elixir 
citrate  magnesia  and  rhubarb.  In  all  cases,  when  cathartics  are 
indicated,  it  may  be  relied  upon. 

In  mild  cases  of  diarrhea  this  combination  has  been  found  par- 
ticularly valuable.  Should  the  diarrhea  be  associated  with  much 
irritation  and  pain,  a  few  drops  of  the  fluid  opium  deodorized 
should  be  added. 

As  a  stomachic  and  tonic,  small  doses  of  this  elixir  will  prove 
advantageous  in  promoting  the  appetite,  and  aiding  the  digestive 
process. 

In  neuralgia  and  nervous  headache  arising  from  a  morbid  con- 
dition of  the  stomach,  this  elixir  is  often  very  effectual,  and  in 
the  early  stages  of  dysentery,  when  the  bowels  require  to  be 
freed  from  all  irritating  matters,  this  medicine  is  confidently  re- 
commended, as  it  does  not  injure  the  tone  of  the  digestive  appa- 
ratus, but  rather  imparts  strength. 

This  elixir  is  well  adapted  to  a  variety  of  complaints  incident 
to  childhood.  '  Scrofulous  children  will  derive  much  benefit  from 
its  use,  particularly  such  as  are  afflicted  with  enlargement  of  the 
mesenteric  glands. 

Dose,  one  to  three  teaspoonfuLs  for  adults. 

Starch,  Syrup  of  Iodide  of. 

This  preparation  produces  the  eutrophic  effects  of  iodine  without 
the  occurrence  of  that  gastric  irritation  and  the  other  unpleasant 
symptoms  which  occasionally  attend  the  exhibition  of  iodine  in  a 
free  state. 

Prof.  J.  C.  Dalton,  of  New  York,  prefers  it  to  any  other  prepa- 
ration of  iodine  for  obtaining  the  altei-ative  apart  from  the  irritant 
effects  of  this  substance. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  iodine,  one  and  a  half  grains 

Dose,  one  dram  two  or  three  times  a  day. 


Stryclinia,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  of 

This  combination  will  be  found  useful  in  a  variety  of  nervous 
diseases,  as  well  as  in  many  cases  of  exhaustion.  Few  remedies 
will  be  found  more  serviceable  in  neuralgia  than  this  elixir.  It 
can  be  alternated  with  most  of  the  usual  agents  employed  in  the 
treatment  of  neuralgia 

Frequently  in  hysteria,  this  compound  will  prove  of  more  ad- 
vantage than  any  other  preparation.     No  one  who  has  been  in  the 
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habit  of  administei'ing  it  in  tbis  malady  would  willingly  be  with- 
out it 

Evidence  is  not  wanting  of  its  utility  in  epilepsy.  It  will  be 
found  a  valuable  adjuvant  in  tlie  treatment  of  this  disease,  when 
occasioned  by  nervous  exhaustion.  Chorea  is  sometimes  obsti- 
nate, and  in  spite  of  all  ordinary  remedies,  will  now  and  then  give 
but  little  or  no  evidence  of  improvement  Such  cases  will  be 
benefited  by  the  elixir.  When  the  paralysis  occurs  as  a  sequence 
of  the  disappearance  of  the  catamenia,  this  ehxir  will  be  found  of 
especial  value.  It  is  confidently  recommended  in  constipation  de- 
pending upon  a  loss  of  tone  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  large 
bowels  and  a  sufficient  propelling  power  of  the  upper  rectum ;  in 
this  condition  of  the  system  a  beneficial  change  will  be  produced 
by  administering  this  medicine  along  with  mild  cathartics,  and^ 
continuing  its  use  for  several  weeks.  Many  other  affections  mighl? 
be  instanced  in  which  this  remedy  will  prove  valuable. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  one-sixteenth  of  a  grain  of  valerianate 
of  strychnia. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  fluid  dram. 


Santonin. 

This  is  the  exclusive  principle  of  A.  Santonica.  It  has  been 
widely  used  in  Europe  for  its  vermifuge  properties.  The  latest 
experience  with  it  in  American  practice  confirms  all  that  has  been 
written  in  its  favor.  For  a  further  notice  of  its  therapeutics,  see  pills 
of  santonin,  page  133. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  grain. 


Salicin. 

Salicin  possesses  tonic  properties  in  an  eminent  degree.  It  has 
been  employed  as  a  substitute  for  the  alkaloids  of  the  peruviani 
barks,  particularly  m  intermittent  fever,  and  has  attracted  much 
attention  from  its  asserted  efficacy  in  the  cure  of  this  complaint — 
It  has  even  been  pronounced  by  some,  of  equal  efficacy  with  sul- 
phate of  quinia,  in  arresting  intermittents.  In  European  practice, 
vhere  it  has  been  more  faithfully  tested,  it  has  achieved  wonder- 
ful results  and  received  high  encomiums. 

Dose,  from  two  to  eight  grains  and  repeated,  so  that  from  twen- 
ty to  forty  grains  may  be  taken  daily,  or  between  the  paroxysms 
of  the  intermittents. 


Sodium,  Iodide  of. 

The  medical  properties  and  action  of  this  salt  have  been  inves- 
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tigated  by  Dr.  Gamberini  (Waring's  Therapeutics),  wlio  deduces  the 
following  conclusions :  1.  Soda  being  a  very  common  ingredient 
in  the  organism,  the  iodide  of  its  base  appears  to  be  b^t  suit- 
ed to  the  human  system.  2.  Its  taste  is  much  less  disagreeable 
than  that  of  the  iodide  of  potassium,  3.  It  is  less  likely  to  occa 
sion  iodism.  4.  It  is  better  borne  than  the  potassium  salts,  and 
consequently  its  dose  can  be  almost  daily  increased ;  it  thus  be- 
comes a  more  efficient  remedy.  5.  It .  has  sometimes  succeeded 
when  the  iodide  of  potassium  has  failed.  6.  It  may  be  given  daily 
in  three  equal  doses,  3j  of  tbe  salt  to  5  i\j  of  wattr  increasing  the 
strength  of  the  solution  every  two  or  three  days  by  six  graina — 
Some  patients  have,  in  this  manner,  been  able  to  take  3  ij  daily, 
without  the  slighest  inconvenience.  7.  It  is  admirably  adapted 
to  cases  in  which  the  corresponding  salt  of  potassium  is  indicated, 
8.  It  is  the  best  substitute  for  mercurt/.  . 
Dose,  five  to  fifteen  grains. 

Sulplmr,  Iodide  of 

Its  principal  use  is  as  an  external  application.  Pereii'a  observes  : 
"  It  is  a  very  stimulant  remedy,  adapted  to  cases  of  chronic  skin 
diseases,  wmch  have  survived  the  stage  of  inflammation,  or  have- 
been  dry  and  free  from  inflammation  during  their  whole  course, 
isuch  as  psoriasis,  lepra,  &c." 

It  may  also  be  given  internall;^  in  the  dose  of  fi'om  one  to  six 
grains.  When  taken  internally  its  action  resembles,  if  it  be  not 
identical  with,  that  of  iodine. 

Styptic  Colloid. 

{With  Iron.) 

Styptic  and  adhesive.  The  tincture  of  the  muriate  of  iron  con- 
gtitutes  the  base  of  this  styptic  It  is  a  very  efficient  local  applica- 
tion to  arrest  hemorrhage  from  leech  bites,  wounds  and  surgical 
operations,  &c.,  and  applicable  to  venereal  warts,  spongy  granula- 
tions, ulcers  attended  with  profuse  discharge,  fungous  sores,  com- 
pound fractures,  burns,  and  suppurating  surfaces. 

Styptic  Colloid. 

(  With  Tannin.) 
Tannin  forms  the  base  of  this  styptic.    Its  uses  are  obvioua 
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Styptic  Colloid. 

(  With    Carbolic  Acid,) 

Styptic,  adhesive,  and  anti-septic.  Its  influence  on  the  blood 
serum,  pus,  and  all  fetid  discharges  is  to  solidify  and  deodorize. 
It  modifies  suppuration,  and  facilitates  cicatrization.  Numerous 
observations  oi  gangrenous  wounds,  diflfuse  phlegmon  and  of  ne- 
crosis are  reported,  which  readily  improved  under  the  action  of 
this  solution  It  forms  a  beneficial  protectorate  to  sores  and  abra- 
sions ;  an  efficient  styptic  in  cases  of  external  hemorrhages,  and  a 
valuable  anti-septic  in  ill-conditioned  ulcers,  sloughing  wounds, 
carbuncles  and  cancerous  ulcerations. 


Styptic  Colloid. 

{With  Creosote,) 

An  excellent  unirritating  styptic  and  deodorizer.  This  valua- 
ble topical  preparation  possesses  the  styptic  properties  of  tannin 
with  the  anti-septic  qualities  of  creasote. 

Wine  of  Wild  Cherry. 

In  Braitliwaite's  Retrospect  Pait  65,  page  258,  can  be  found  a 
lengthy  communication  on  the  therapeutics  of  prunus  virginiana, 
or  wild  cherry,  {Medical  Times  and  Gazette^  1867),  by  Dr.  Clifford 
AUbutt,  from  which  the  following  extracts  are  copied : — 

"(The  Prunus  Virginiana,  or  American  Wild  Cherry,  has  a 
special  power  of  giving  tone  and  calmness  to  the  arterial  system. 
The  rapidity  and  intensity  of  the  heart's  action  are  lessened.) 

"  I  have  foimd  the  wild  chenr  useful,  not  only  in  cases  of  cardiac 
disturbance,  but  also  of  general  nervous  excitability,  of  "  atonic" 
dyspepsia,  and  of  intestinal  irritability.  It  seems,  however,  to  have 
a,more  special  bearing  upon  the  ai1;erial  nervo-muscular  tissues,  as 
digitalis  also  has,  and  in  proper  cases  it  comes  as  a  valuable  substi- 
tute for  digitalis,  when  this  medicine  is  ill-borne.  Many  sedatives, 
as  you  are  aware,  tend  to  cause  nausea  or  vomiting  in  those  whc 
take  them,  as  do,  for  example,  opiimi,  chloroform,  tobacco,  and 
many  others.  Digitalis  in  its  degi'ee,  shares  with  them  that  peculi- 
arity ;  and  you  will  find  in  practice  many  persons  who  can  not  bear 
digitalis,  even  in  small  doses,  on  account  oithe  nausea  which  it  caus- 
es in  them.  We  may  often  avoid  this  ill  effect  by  judicious  exhibi- 
tion and  combiiuttion,  but  sometimes  no  care  can  prevent  it.     In 
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sucli  constitutions  or  states  of  disease  the  wild  cherry  is  of  great  val 
ue.  In  doses,  under  half  a  drachm  of  the  tincture,  and  under  one 
ounce  of  the  infusion,  it  is,  so  far  as  I  can  tell,  invariably  well  borne. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  equal  to  digitalis  in  the  special  relief 
which  we  need  in  extreme  cases.  It  is,  indeed,  rather  to  be  used  in 
the  continuous  treatment  which  follows  the  removal  of  the  worst 
symptoms.  The  wild  cherry  is  not  an  heroic  remedy,  and  yet  it  is 
not  an  insignificant  one.  Moreover,  it  is  a  perfectly  safe  one.  I 
have  never  seen  a  case  among  the  many  which  I  have  treated,  where 
the  infasion  or  tincture  of  the  wild  cherry  has  been  followed  by  any 
poisonous  consequences.  On  the  contrary,  I  seldom  prescribe  it  in 
suitable  cases  without  receiving  a  spontaneous  tribute  from  my  pa- 
tient to  the  success  of  the  medicine.  In  doses  larger  than  those  I 
have  mentioned,  however,  I  have  found  that  the  valuable  properties, 
of  the  drug  were  not  obtained,  and,  indeed,  that  in  more  than  one 
instance  increased  distress,  and  sometimes  even  sickness  seemed  to 
result  from  the  use  of  it.  When  doses  beginning  at  fifteen  or 
twenty  drops  of  the  tincture  and  half  an  ounce  of  the  cold  infusion 
do  not  make  some  change  for  the  better,  I  now  lay  aside  the  medi- 
cine till  a  more  convenient  season.  Medicines,  like  mortals,are  not 
at  all  hours  infallible. 

"  [It  is  in  mitral  regui'gitation,  perhaps,  that  the  wild  cherry  is 
the  most  valuable.  Here  a  slight  mal-adaptation  may  cause  most 
painful  disturbance.  Steel  is  not  often  admissible  in  any  stage  of 
this  disease.] 

*M.  Gr.,  aged  45,  mill-hand,  complains  of  cough,  occasional  blood- 
spitting,  and  of  wearing  pain  in' left  arm;  also  of  palpitation,  dys- 
pnoea,  and  occasional  slight  anasarca.  There  is  decided,  but  not 
unmanageable,  venous  congestion  of  the  viscera,  &c.,  a  poor  and 
iiTcgular  pulse,  and  a  "mitral  regurgitant  murmur."  ]^.  Infua 
pruni  virgin.  5  j-?  three  times  a  day.  The  week  following,  the 
patient  paid  a  spontaneous  tribute  to  the  power  of  the  medicine, 
and  in  six  weeks  had  regained  considerable  ease. 

"  I  might  tell  you  of  twenty  such  cases.  In  nearly  all,  the  pa- 
tients were  left  to  give  their  own  opinion,  and  in  addition  to  ease 
at  the  heart,  they  often  expressed  much  pleasure  at  the  restoration 
of  appetite.  Loss  of  appetite,  probably  due  to  congestion  of  the 
capillaries  of  the  stomach,  and  consequent  suppression  of  gastric 
ftecreiiou,  is  a  frequent  symptom  of  heart  disease  afifecting  the  ve- 
nous flow. 

"  I  shall  add  some  observations  on  the  value  of  prunus  virgin- 
iana  in  a  few  other  diseases.  In  chronic  bronchitis^  depending  upon 
or  accompanied  by  valvular  disease  or  dilatation  of  the  chambers  of 
the  heart,  I  have  found  it  of  great  servic.  Such  cases,  are  you 
know,  but  too  common.  In  them  I  always  found  my  best  remedy 
in  digitalis;  I  now  find  the  prunus  virginiana  does  fiearly  as  well— 1 
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have  often  thought  quite  as  well — ^in  calming  the  cough  and  so-call 
ed  asthma,  and  it  is  infinitely  preferable  in  that  it  also  improves 
the  appetite  and  strength,  and  may  be  given  continuously  and 
fearlessly.  These  patients  are  among  the  crosses  of  the  hospital 
physician;  incurable,  but  capable  of  passing  relief,  they  hang  on 
winter  after  winter,  gasping  forth  their  tale  of  inevitable  sorrows. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  in  many  cases  of  the  kind  reme- 
diable by  prunus  virginiana  I  have  tried  other  vegetable  bitters 
with  hydrocyanic  acid  added.  I  have  not  found  this  imitation  to 
answer,  and  I  believe,  therefore,  that  the  good  effects  of  the  drug 
depend  upon  something  more  than  the  prussic  acid  it  contains." 

From  the  fluid  extract  can  conveniently  be  made  the  wine, 
tincture  or  infusion,  to  suit  the  exigency  of  the  case,  the  prefer- 
ence of  the  physicians,  and  the  constitutional  idiosyncrasy  of  the 
patient 

The  wine  of  wild  cherry  is  scientifically  prepared,  the  process 
being  the  same  as  is  employed  in  the  preparation  of  the  pure  ex- 
tracts, is  pleasant  and  agreeable,  possessing  a  remedial  utility,  in 
many  diseases,  of  paramount  importance  to  that  of  any  other  prepa- 
ration of  cherry,  and  is  especially  applicable  in  the  cases  above 
recorded.  It  is  subject  to  no  heat  by  which  the  hydrocyanic  acid 
is  decomposed,  thus  preserving  the  whole  of  the  sedative  properties 
and  tonic  virtues  of  the  bark  with  a  portion  of  its  tannic  astringency, 
held  in  solution  by  pure  sherry  wine. 

Uniting  with  a  tonic  power  the  property  of  quieting  irritation, 
and  diminishing  nervous  excitability,  it  is  adapted  to  cases  where 
the  digestive  powers  are  impaired  with  general  local  irritation, 
existing  at  the  same  time.  Its  uses  are  indicated  in  all  cases  re- 
quiring the  use  of  a  general  tonic,  particularly  in  cases  of  the  im- 
pairment of  the  constitution  by  ayspepsia,  indigestion,  &c-,  in 
dyspepsia  attended  with  neuralgic,  symptoms,  and  general  debility 
attending  inflammatory  fevers. 

On  account  of  its  generally  astringent  properties  united  with  its 
sedative  action,  it  has  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  complaints 
incident  to  the  summer  months,  in  diarrhea,  chronic  diarrhea,  and 
in  preventing  the  weakness  and  relaxation  of  the  bowels  which 
produce  them.  It  may  be  administered  in  doses  of  a  dram  to  half 
a  wine  glass,  three  times  a  day. 

Ferrated  Wine  of  Wild  Cherry. 

Wild  cherry  in  various  forms  has  long  been  a  favorite  remedy 
with  American  practitioners,  as  well  as  in  domestic  use.  It  is  a 
powerful  tonic,  and  stimulant  on  the  digestive  organs,  calmative 
of  nervous  irritability,  and  an  arterial  sedative.  Ti'rom  this  combined 
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action  it  has  been  found  very  useful  in  a  variety  of  diseases,  or  states 
of  disease,  when  it  is  of  importance  to  impart  tonicity,  and  yet  to 
avoid  any  undue  excitement  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels,  as 
during  the  first  stages  of  convalescence  from  inflammatory  attacks, 
and  in  many  pulmonarjr  diseases. 

Although  the  reputation  of  wild  cherry  as  a  medicine  has  been 
long  established,  nol^  until  recently  have  its  merits  been  properly 
appreciated,  and  we  predict  for  it  a  still  higher  place  in  therapeu- 
tics when  its  properties  shall  be  more  thoroughly  investigated,  and 
its  curative  influence  shall  receive  impartial  judgment  It  posses- 
ses one  great  advantage  as  a  tonic  over  other  agents  of  that  class, 
viz :  its  ability  to  impart  tonicity  to  the  system  without  occasion- 
ing undue  excitement  of  the  cirulatory  system. 

Iron  is  acknowledged  to  be  an  haematinic  of  paramount  importance 
to  all  other  blood-restoratives,  and  preeminently  tonic.  There  is 
no  article  in  the  materia  medica  which  is  of  more  unquestionable 
efficacy,  possesses  a  wider  adaptation  to  diseases,  and  none  that 
enters  into  so  great  a  number  of  combinations  to  meet  the  demands 
of  complications  in  diseases. 

It  has  long  been  desii'ed  to  unite  these  important  medicinal 
agents,  which  has  been  accomplished  in  this  preparation,  for  cases 
of  anaemia,  as  well  as  for  cases  of  impaired  health,  with  much 
nervous  irritability,  when  cinchonas  are  inadmissible,  and  iron  alone 
can  not  be  tolerated,  however  much  the  system  may  need  its  in- 
fluence. It  is  recommended  with  much  confidence  in  cases  of 
atony  which  often  succeeds  inflammatory  diseases,  dyspepsia, 
scromla,  and  consumption. 

This  new  combination  has  achieved  considerable  notpriety  as  a 
sedative-tonic  of  paramount  importance  to  any  other  similar  med- 
icine in  usa  It  reaches  a  very  large  class  of  diseases.  Scores  of 
testimonials  could  be  presented  showing  its  efficacy  and  prompt- 
ness of  action.     But  the  following  must  suffice : 

"  The  Ferrated  Wine  of  Wild  Cherry  is  really  the  best  form  in 
which  iron  has  been  presented  to  persons  ot  delicate  tastea  I 
have  given  it  to  females  who  can  not  take  iron  in  the  ordinary  way, 
without  the  least  unpleasant  exhibition,  because  the  taste  is  perfect- 
ly concealed,  being  a  pleasant  beverage." 

"Your  Wine  of  Wild  Cherry  exceeds  anything  I  have  ever 
used  in  my  practice,  as  a  tonic,  without  undtie  excitement  to  the 
circulation,  and  is  valuable  for  delicate  persons.  The  profession 
are  under  obligations  to  you  for  this  combination." 

"  Undoubtedly,  the  best  preparation  of  this  agent  for  the  treat- 
ment of  chlorosis,  is  ihiQ  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry.  Diseases  of 
this  class  uncomplicated,  will  in  most  instances,  be  signallj^  reliev- 
ed by  this  valugible  combination.  By  uniting  the  haematinic  an  d 
tonic  properties  of  iron  with  the  sedative  ana  tonic  properties  of 
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the  pninus,  in  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry,  a  happy  union  of 
medical  properties  is  accomplished  which  renders  it  more  n'sefiil  in 
a  great  variety  of  atonic  diseases,  and  far  more  efficient  than  the 
same  agents  would  be  if  administered  separately." 

"The  wine  of  wild  cherry  possesses  properties  well  adapted  to 
relieve  many  of  the  most  harassing  symptoms  that  annoy  dyspep- 
tics. Should  there  exist  an  acid  state  of  the  stomach,  bismuth 
sub-nit  may  be  alternated  with  the  wine  with  a  prospect  of  suc- 
cess. Some  cases  will  require  a  still  more  tonic  treatment;  in 
such,  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry  will  be  found  valuable.  In 
those  cases  complicated  with  leucorrhoea  or  with  amenorrhoea,  this 
preparation  will  prove  of  signal  servica" 

"  One  of  the  most  va-luable  combinations  in  amenorrhoea,  is  fer- 
rated wine  of  wild  cherry  and  stramonium.  The  quantity  of  stra- 
monium should  be  graduated  by  the  symptoms  presented  in  each 
case.' 

"If  stimulants  and  tonics  appear  to  be  indicated,  no  better  reme- 
dy can  be  selected  than  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry  to  combat 
dysmenorrhoea  Should  this  fail  in  giving  relief,  alternate  it  with 
half  grain  doses  of  the  extract  of  stramonium.  This  seldom^fails 
to  quiet  the  patient" 

Dose,  one  to  three  drams  three  times  daily. 

ZINC. 
Zinc,  Acetate  o£ 

Astringent  Chiefly  used  in  coUyria  and  injections.  It  is  rarely 
used  as  an  internal  remedy;  though  Dr.  Heer  (Waring),  recom- 
mends it  in  typhoid  fevers,  conjoined  with  stimulants,  tonics,  or 
anti-spasmodics,  as  the  case  may  requu'e. 

When  astringents  are  required  to  restore  the  mucous  secretions  to 
their  normal  state,  especially  in  gonorrhea  and  ophthalmia,  the 
acetate  of  zinc  plays  an  important  part  One  or  two  graiQS,  dissolv- 
ed in  an  ounce  of  rose-water,  or  an  ounce  of  mucilage  of  sassafras 
made  with  rose-water,  constitutes  a  very  good  coUyrium.  Dose,  as 
a  tonic  and  anti-spasmodic,  one  to  two  grains ;  as  an  emetic,  ten  to 
twenty  grains. 

Zinc,  Chloride  of! 

Used  chiefly  as  an  escharotic  in  cancerous  affections,  and  to  ul- 
cers of  an  anomalous  character ;  it  appears  not  only  to  destroy  the 
diseased  structure,  but  to  excite  a  new  action  to  the  surrounding 
parts.  . 

Dr.  Stanelli,  {Annali  Universah  de  Medicina),  used  the  chloride 
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I 

with  uniform  success  in  more  than  fifty  cases  of  tooth-ache,  and  in 
no  one  case  did  he  notice  that  it  had  any  progressive  influence  on 
•caries,  His  mode  of  application  was  to  apply  a  small  quantity  to 
the  cavity  of  the  painfdl  tooth,  with  a  small  hair  pencil,  taking  the 
precaution  carefdlly  to  surround  with  cotton  wadding,  and  when  the 
•chloride  has  been  applied  to  well  fill  the  cavity  with  the  same  cot- 
ton. The  mouth  should  finally  be  washed  with  a  little  warm  water. 
A  lotion  of  a  very  weak  solution  has  been  found  useful  in  flabby 
scrofiilous  ulcerations,  while  two  grains  to  the  fluid  ounce  of  distill- 
-ed  water  has  been  employed  with  good  success  in  atonic  ulcerations  I 

of  the  feet,  in  syphilitic  ulcers,  and  in  pityriasis,  &c 

Zinc,  Iodide  of 

Tonic,  astringent,  and  anti  spasmodic.  It  has  been  exhibited 
with  favorable  results  in  spasmodic  manifestations  occurring  in 
persons  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis.  Dr.  Venables  (Waring),  advises 
it,  in  one  grain  doses,  repeated  three  times  a  day,  gradually  increas- 
ed, in  chronic  diseases  of  the  liver,  especially  in  persons  of  weak, 
irritable  habits.    He  deems  it  less  irritative  than  the  iodide  of  iron,  I 

or  other  metals.     It  has  also  been  used  with  much  success  in 
ehorea,  scrofiila,  cachexia,  and  some  forms  of  hysteria. 
•    Dose,  one  grain. 

Zinc,  Lactate  of. 

Its  action  is  that  of  a  digestive  and  anti-spasmodic.  It  also  pos- 
sesses anti-lithic  properties.  It  may  be  used  with  advantage  in 
dyspepsia,  and  in  some  conditions  it  appears  to  be  the  very  reme- 
dy needed  to  improve  the  tone  and  power  of  the  stomach.  Dr 
Herpin  introduced  this  preparation  as  a  remedy  in  epilepsy  His 
anode  of  treatment  was  to  begin  with  two  grains  daily,  and  gradually 
to  increase  to  ten  ;  continuing  its  use  from  five  to  twelve  months. 

Zinc,  Phosphate  of 

It  may  be  administered  in  almost  every  case  of  debility,  super- 
vening any  disease  unattendeS^  with  inflammation,  ft  is  pro- 
nounced superior  to  other  salts  of  the  same  metal  in  the  treat- 
ment of  nervous  diseases ;  and  Dr.  Barnes,  of  London,  (U.  S.  D.) 
"  has  found  it  peculiarly  useful  in  the  insanity  occurring  in  the 
convalescence  from  fevers,  in  which  he  associated  it  with  quinia, 
and  in  epilepsy,  attended  with  disorder  of  the  uterine  functions." 
He  also  uses  it,  preferably  to  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  in  the  sweats  of 
phthisis. 

Dose,  one  to  three  grains. 


JOURNAL  OF  MATERIA  MEDICA.  208 


/ 


Zinc,  Tannate  of 

Highly  useful  in  affections  of  the  eyes,  accompanied  with 
muco-purulent  secretions.  Thirty  grains,  in  six  fluid  ounces  of 
water  and  one-half  fluid  ounce  of  mucilage,  is  the  solvent  employ- 
-ed  as  a  wash. 

Zinc,  Valerianate  of. 

Neurotic-tonic  and  anti-spasmodic.  This  salt  is  beneficial  in 
^inomalous  nervous  affections,  attended  with  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  constriction  of  the  throat,  in  nervous  affections  which  ac- 
company chlorosis,  nervous  headache,  chorea,  &c.  Cases  of  epi- 
lepsy are  recorded  in  which  cures  were  effected  by  this  preparation 
of  zinc.  In  combination,  with  a  small  portion  of  the  extract  of 
belladonna^  it  has  cured  singultus,  and  that  too  after  a  failure  of 
the  ordinary  remedies. 

Given  in  quantities  of  three  quarters  of  a  grain,  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  it  has  been  known  to  effect  cures  of  idiopathic 
facial  neuralgia,  which  had  for  years  obstinately  resisted  every 
other  known  treatment,  both  local  and  general.  Dunglison  says :  "  It 
has  been  chiefly  prescribed  in  facial  neuralgia  and  hemicrania, 
which  have  resisted  the  ordinary  anti-spasmodics  and  anti-periodics, 
and  M.  Devay,  in  such  cases,  has  found  it  eminently  successfdl." 

This  preparation  of  zinc  is  useful  in  the  convulsive  affections  of 
young  cniloren,  and  in  nervous  affections  generally. 

Dose  one  half  to  three  grains  two  or  three  times  a  day. 


■  I  •  ^  •  I  - 
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Table  Exhibiting  the  Number  of  Drops  of  Different     / 
Liquids  Equivalent  to  a  Fluid  Dram. 

Liquid  medicines,  in  small  quantitieSf  are  frequently  estimated  by  drops 
which  are  often  incorrectly  considered  equivalent  to  a  minim^  or  the  sixtieth 
part  of  a  fluid  dram.  The  drop  of  water  and  of  watery  fluids  is,  on  an  aver- 
age, about  that  size ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  the  case  with  all  liquids.  Even 
in  tiie  same  liquid  the  size  of  the  drop  varies,  according  to  the  shape  of  the 
▼easel,  and  of  its  mouth,  from  which  itr  is  dropped.  The  following  table  was 
compiled  by  Mr.  E.  Durand,  of  Philadelphia. 
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I>ropf.  Drop* 

Acid,  acetic  (crjstallizable) 120  Tincture  of  assafcetida,  foxglove, 

Acid,  hydrocyanic  (medicinal) 45  guaiac,  and  opium 120 

Acid,  muriatic 54    Tincture  of  chloride  of  iron 132 

Acid,  nitric 84    Vinegar  distilled 68 

Acid,  nitric,  diluted,  (1  to  7) 51    Vinegar  of  colchicum 78 

Acid,  sulphuric 90  Vinegar  of  opium  (black  drop). . .  18 

Acid,  sulphuric  (aromatic) 120    Vinegar  of  squill 78 

Acid,  sulphuric,  diluted  (1  to  7) 51    Water,  distilled 45 

Alcohol  (rectified  spirit) 138    Water  of  ammonia  (strong) 54 

Alcohol,  diluted  (proof  spint) 120    Water  of  ammonia  (weak) 45 

Arsenite  of  potassa,  solution  of 57    Wine  (Teneriffe) 78 

Chloroform 250  to  300    Wine,  antimonial 72 

Ether,  sulphuric 150    Wine  of  colchicum 75 

Oil  of  aniseed,  cinnamon,  doves,  pepper-  Wine  of  opium 78 

mint,  sweet  ahnonds,  and  olives 120 


I  ■  ^  •  I 


Table  of  the  Proportion,  by  Measure,  of  Aloohol, 

(Sp.  Or.  0^825)   Contained  in  100  Parts  of  Different 

Wines  and  Malt  Liquors.— By  Brande. 

LiBsa  (average) 25.41  Syracuse 15.28 

Raisin  (aver.) 25.12  Sauterne 14.22 

Port  (aver.)  22.18  Burguqdy  (aver.) 14.67 

Marsala  (aver) 29.09  Hock  (aver.) 18.68 

Madeira  (aver.) 22.27  Hock,  old  in  cask a88 

Sherry  (aver.)  19.17  f  Nice 14.66 

Teneriffe  (aver.) 19.79  Barsac 18.88 

Calares 19.75  Tent 18.80 

Lachryma  Christ! 19.70  Champagne,  white .18.80 

White  Constantia 19.75  Champagne,  red 11.98 

Red  Constantia 18.92  Red  Hermitage 12.82 

Lisbon 18.94  Vin  de  Grave  (aver) 32.87 

Malaga  (1666) 18.94  Frontignac 12.79 

Bucellas 18.49  C6te  Rotie 12.82 

Red  Madeira  (aver.) 20.35  Gooseberry  wine 11.84 

Cape  Muscat 18.25  Currant  wine 20.56 

Cape  Madeira  (aver.) 20.51  Tokay 9.88 

Grape  Wine 18.11  Elder  wine 9.87 

balcavella  (aver.) 18.65  Orange  wine  (aver.) 11.26 

Vidonia : . . .  .19.25  Cider  (highest  aver.) 9.87 

Alba  Flora 17.26  Cider  (lowest  aver.) 5.21 

Malaga 17.26  Perry  (aver) 7.26 

White  Hermitage 1748  Mead 7.82 

Rousillon  (aver.) 18.13  Burton  ale 8.88 

Claret  (aver.) 15.10  Brown  stout 6.80 

Malmsey  Madeira 16.40  London  porter 4.20 

Lunel 51.52  London  small  beer 1.28 

Shiraz 15.52 
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Table  Exhibiting  che  Composition  of  the  Principal  Natu- 
ral Mineral   Waters  of  Europe  and  the  United  States- 

I.  Carbonated  Waters,  or  such  as  contain  an  excess  of  carbonic  acid 
which  gives  them  a  sparkling, appearance  and  the  power  of  reddening  litmus 
paper.  These  waters  frequently  contain  the  carbonate  of  iron,  lime  and  mag- 
nesia, which  are  held  in  solution  by  the  excess  of  carbonic  acid  and  which  are 
deposited  when  the  water  is  boiled,  or  exposed  for  some  time  to  the  air. 

Seltzer. — (  Germany,) 

In  a  wine  pint. 

Carbonic  Acid, : . .  cubic  inches    17 

Solid  contents. 

Carbonate  of  Soda, grains  4 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, "  5 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  3 

Chloride  of  Sodium, »»  17 

Total, 29 

[Beromann. 
Pyrmont. — (  Germany.) 

Temperature  55"  F.  In  a  wine  pint. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches    26 

Solid  contents. 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia - grains  lO.O 

Carbonate  of  Lime, **  4.5 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, "  5.5 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  8.5 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  1.5 

Oxide  of  Iron, ,.     "  0.6 

Total,... 30.6 

[Beromann. 
,   Spa. — (Belgium,) 

Temperature  50  •  P.  In  a  wine  pint. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches     13 

Solid  contents. 

Carbonate  of  Soda, grains  1.5 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, **  4.5 

Carbonate  of  Lime, . . ., "  1.5 

Chloride  of  Sodium, **  0.2 

Oxide  of  Iron, **  0.6 

Total, 8.3 

[Beromann. 
Mont  d*Or. — (France,) 

Four  springs,  the  temperature  of  which,  respectively,  is   107**,  109°,113^, 
and  62°  F. 

Madeleine  Spring, 

In  a  Parisian  pint. 

Carbonic  Acid, ^ grains  4  64 

Carbonate  of  Soda, * "  6  75 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "  2.04 

Muriate  of  Soda, *»  6.18 

Alumina, **  2.21 

^Wrbonate  of  Lime, "  4.14 
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Carbonate  of  Magnesia, grains    1.86 

Oxide  of  Iron, **        0.40 

Total, 26.72 

Vichy. — (France,) 

The  temperature  of  the  different  springs,  varies  from  72®  to  114°  F.  They 
all  contain  carbonic  acid,  carbonates  of  lime,  magnesia,  and  soda,  sulphate  of 
soda,  and  muriate  of  soda. 

Lebanon  Springs. — (New  York)  ^ 

Gases.  Temperature,  T2*  F.  In  a  gallon. 

Oxygen, cubic  inches    2.00 

Nitrogen, "         "         8.50 

Carbonic  Acid, **        "         0.50 

Sulphydric  Acid, traces.  

6.00 

Solid  contents. 

Sulphuret  6T  Sodium, grains  0.02 

Carbonate  of  Soda, "  2.41 

Sulphate  of  Potash, **  1.04 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  0.96 

Carbonate  of  Lime, **  4.05 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, **  1.06 

Alumina^ "  0.45 

Oxide  of  Iron, "  0.94 

Silicic  Acid, "  8.25 

nrcr  Pnm    JGlairine, "  0.75 

Org.Com.    ^B^regine, "  0.47 

15.40 
[Prop.  H.  Dussaucb. 

Sweet  Springs. — (  Virginia.) 

Temperature  78*  F.  In  a  quart. 

Carbonic  Acid. 
Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 

SSo/S:  ^ f^n^ins    12tol5 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 
Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 

Carbonate  of  Lime,        ^ grains    18  to  24 

Siliceous  Earth, 

Iron, grains      ^  to   1 

[ROUELLE. 

IL  SuLPUURETTED  WATERS,  or  such  as  Contain  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and 
are  distiuguished  by  their  peculiar  foetid  smell,  and  by  their  yielding  brown 
precipitates  with  the  salts  of  lead  and  silver. 

Aix-la-Chapelle. — (Germany.) 

Temperature,  110*  to  148*  V.  .        In  a  wine  pint. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, ...  .cubic  inches    5.6 
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Solid  contents. 


Carbonate  of  Soda, grains    12 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  4.75 

Chloride  of  Sodium,. "  5 


Total, 21.75 

[Beromann. 
Harrowgate,  Old  Well. — {England.) 

Gaseous  contents.  In  a  wine  gallon.. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches  14 

Carbonic  Acid, **         "  4.25 

Nitrogen, "         "  8 

Carburetted  Hydrogen, "         "  4.15 


Total, 30.40 

Solid  contents. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  752 

Chloride  of  Calcium, "        65.75 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, **        29.2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda,.  .* : ♦*        12.8 


Total, 859.75 

White  Sulphur. — {Virginia,) 

Temperature,  62*  F. 
Gaseous  contents.  In  a  wine  gallon.. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches  2.5 

Carbonic  Acid, "         "  2 

Oxygen, "        "  1.448 

Nitrogen "         "  3.552 


Total, 9.5 

Solid  contents.  In  a  pint. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, grains    5.588 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  7.744 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  1.150 

Chloride  of  Calcium, "  0.204 

Chloride  of  Sodium, < "  0.180 

Oxide  of  Iron, a  trace. 

Loss, "  0.410 


Total 15.276 

[Prop.  W.  B.  Rogers^ 
Red  Sulphur. — {Virginia,) 

Temperature,  54*  P. 
Gaseous  contents.  In  an  imperial  gallon. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches    4.54 

Carbonic  Acid, "        "         8.75 

Nitrogen,   "        "         4.25 

Solid  contents.  In  82  cubic  inches 

Sulphate  of  Soda, . 
Sulphate  of  Lime, 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia,  \ grains    1.25 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 
Muriate  of  Soda, 

[Prop.  W.  B.  Rogers.. 
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Salt  Sulphur. — {Virginia.) 

Temperature,  49*  to  66*  F. 

Gaseous  contents.  In  100  cubic|inehes. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches  1.10  to  1.50 

Nitrogen, "        **  2.05 

Oxygen, "        "  0.27 

CarlK>nic  Acid, **        "  6.75 

Solid  contents. 

Sulphate  of  Lime, grains  86.765 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, "        7.883 

Sulphate  of  Soda, grains    9.682 

Carbonate  of  Lime, **        4.445 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, "        1.484 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, "        0.116 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "        0.683 

Chloride  of  Calcium, "        0.025 

Peroxide  of  Iron,  from  Protosulphate, "        0.042 

An  azotized  organic  matter,  blended )  »*        a 

with  sulphur,  about,  )  

Earthy  Phosphates, a  trace. 

Iodine, *' 

[Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers 
Warm  Springs. — (  Virginia.) 

Temperature,  98*  P. 

Qaseous  contents.                                                             '  In  a  gallon. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches    0.25 

Nitrogen, "  "         3.25 

Carbonic  Acid, "  "         1.00 

Solid  contents. 

Muriate  of  Lime, grains    3.968 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, "        9.984 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "        4.288 

Sulphate-of  Lime, *»        5.466 

Soda, a  trace. 


Total 28.706 

[Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers. 

Blue  Sulphur. — (  Virginia.) 

Solid  contents. — (Amount  not  given.) 

Sulphate  of  Lime,  Chloride  of  Calcium, 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia,  Hydrosulphate  of  Soda 
Sulphate  of  Soda,  and  Magnesia, 

Carbonate  of  Lime, Piotosul^&it»  oFIron, 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia,  Iodine, 

Chloride  of  Magnesium,  Sulphur, 

Chloride  of  Sodium,  Organic  Matters. 

Gaseous  contents.~(Amount  not  given.) 

Sulphuretted- Hydrogen,  Oxygen, 

Carbonic  Acid,  Njtrogen. 

[Prop.  W.  B.  Rogbrs. 
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Shabon  Spkiugs. — {New  Torh,) 
White  Sulphur, 

Tempehitare,  48*  F.  In  a  wine  gallon. 

Sulphuretted  Hjdrogen, cubic  inches  20.5 

fiottd  eontente. 

Riearbonate  of  Magnesia, grains  24.0 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, ''  34.0 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  86.4 

Hydrosulphate  of  Magne^iA  and  Lime, **  8.0 

Chloride  of  Sodium  and  Magnesium, ''  2.7 

ToUl, I49T 

Magnesia  Spring, 

Temperature,  43*  F.  In  a  wine  galloa. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inchts    8.8 

Solid  contents. 

Riearbonate  of  Magnesia, grains  80.6 

Sulphate  of    Magnesia,   ''  22.7 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  76.0 

Hydrosulphate  of  Magnesia  and  Lime, . .  **  0.6 

Chloride  of  Sodium  an  1  Magnesium, ^*  8.0 

Total 182.7 

IIL  Chalybeate  Waters  are  characterized  by  their  inky  taste,  and  by  strik- 
ing a  blue-black  color  with  an  infusion  of  galls,  and  a  blue  color  with  ferro- 
cyanuret  of  potassium.  The  iron  is  generally  in  the  state  of  carbonate  of 
the  protoxide,  held  in  solution  in  the  water  by  excess  of  carbonic  acid.  By 
standing,  or  boiling,  the  carbonic  acid  is  driven  0%  and  the  protoxide,  by 
absorbing  oxygen,  is  precipitated  as  a  hydrated  sesquioxide,  of  an  ochreous 
color. 

TuNB RIDGE  Wells. — (England,) 

Solid  content!.  In  a  ,wlne  gaUoa. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  2.46 

Chloride  of  Calcium, "  0.89 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, '*  0.29 

Sulphate  of  Lime, **  1.41 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  0.27 

Oxide  of  Iron, "  2.22 

Manganese,  Silica,  &c, '*  0.44 

Loss, "  0.18 

ToUl, ...7.61 

[Scud  amor  c. 
B  riouton.  — (Bngland,) 

«  In  a  wine  pint. 

Carbonic  acid, cubic  inches    2.5 

Solid  content!. 

Sulphate  of  Iron, , grains  1.80     .    - 

Sulphate  of  Lime, *. *»  4.0 

Chloride  of  Sodium, **  1.68 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, **  0.75 

•Silica, "  0.14 

Loss, "  0.19 


14 


ToUl 8.6 

[Marcbt. 
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Cheltbmham. — (England.) 
ChalybeOfU  spring, 

la  a  wine  pint 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches    2.05 

SoUd  contents. 

Caxbonate  of  Soda,  ^ , .  .grains    0.5  . 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "      22.7 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, '*        6 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "        2.5  •  < 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "      41.3 

Oxide  of  Iron, "        0.8 

Total, 78.8 

[Brande  k  Parkes. 

Bedford.  — {Pennsyhania, ) 

Anderson?s  Spring, 

'   Temperature,  65*  F. 

In  a  wine  gallon. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches    74 

Solid  contents 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, grains  80 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  14.5 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  10 

Chloride  of  Calcium, "  3 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  8 

Carbonate  of  Iron, "  5 

Total, ...120.6 

[Dr.  Church. 
Schooley*s  Mountain. — (New  Jersey.) 

Solid  contents.  Temperature,  60*  F.  In  a  wine  pint. 

Muriate  of  Soda, .' grains  0.43 

Muriate  of  Lime, "  2.40 

Muriate  of  Magnesia, *^  0.50 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  7.99 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  0.65 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, *^  0*40 

Silica, "  0.80 

Carbonate  of  Iron, "  2.00 

Extractive, "  0.92 

Loss, "  0.41 

16.50 

Balston  Spa. — (New  York.) 

Sans  Soud  Spring. 
Boild  contents.  Temperature,  60*  F.  In  a  wine  gallon. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  143.733 

Bicorbonate  of  Soda, "  12.66 

Bicarbonate  of  Magnesia, **  89.10 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  48.407 

Carbonate  of  Iron, "  5.95 

Iodide  of  Sodium, "  1.80 

Silica, "  1 

Total, , 247.15  [Steel. 
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lY.  Salinb  Waters  comprise  those  which  contain  a  sufficient,  amount  of 
neutral  salts  to  give  them  a  marked,  and  generally  a  purgative  operation. 
The.  salts  most  usually  present  are  the  sulphates  and  carbonates  of  lime, 
magnesia,  and  soda,  and  the  chlorides  of  calcium,  sodium,  and  magnesium, 
lodme  and  bromine  have  been  found  in  a  few  saline  springs ;  and  some  of 
them  contain  carbonic  acid  and  iron,  which  might  entitle  them  to  be  clas* 
sified,  respectively,  with  the  carbonated  or  chalybeate  waters. 

Plombieres. — (France,) 

m 

Solid  contents.  Temperature,  90*  to  144*  V.  In  a  pint. 

Carbonate  of  Soda, grains  2.16 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "  2.33 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  1.26 

Carbonate  of  Lime, ^*  0.50 

SUica, "  1.38 

Animal  matter, "  1.50 

Total, .9.07 

Carlsbad. — {Bohemia.) 

Temperature,  IW  F. 
Solid  contents.  In  a  wine  pint. 

Carbonate  of  Lime, grains    4.15 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "      41.51 

Chloride  of  Sodium, *'        5.83 

Carbonate  of  Soda, "      11.76 

Lithia,  (Berzelius), a  trace. 

[Beromann. 

Seidlitz. — (Bohemia.) 

Solid  contents.  In  a  wine  pint. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, grains  180 

Sulphate  of  Lime, **  5 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia^. *^  2.5         , 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  0.8 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, ^*  4.5 

192.8 
[Bergmakn. 
CHELfENHAX. — (England,) 
Saline  Spring, 
Solid  contents.  In  a  win«  pint. 

Sulphate  of  Soda, grains    15 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, *^        11 

Sulphate  of  Lime, ^^         4.5 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "        50 

Total, 80.5 

[Parkes  &  Brakdb. 
Bath. — (England,) 
Temperature,  100*  to  106*  P.  •"— '' 

In  a  wine  pint. 
Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches    1.2 

Solid  contents. 

Carbonate  of  Lime, grains  0.8 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "    J  1.4 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  9.8 

Chloride  of  Sodium, **  3.4  . 

Silica, "  0. 2 
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Oxide  of  Iron, a  trace. 


Total 16.1 

[Phillipa. 
Hot  Springs. — ( Virginia,) 

Temperature,  98*  to  106*  F. 
Solid  contentfli  (the  quantity  not  given.) 

Carbonate  of  Lime,  Sulphate  of  Lime, 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia,  Sulphate  of  Soda, 

Carbonate  of  Iron,  Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 

Free  Nitrogen. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers. 
Saratoga. — (New  York) 

Congress  Spring. 

Oaseoot  contenta^  In  a  wine  gallon. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches    811 

Atmospheric  Air,  **        **  7 


Total, 318 

Solid  eonte^ti. 

CAttoride  of  Sodium, grains  385 

iodide  of  Sodium, •♦  3.6 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda, "  8.982  , 

ISicarbonate  of  Magnesia, . ., ^*        95.788  4 

•Carbonate  of  Lime, *  "        98.098 

•Qftrbonate  of  Iron, ♦*  5.075 

JSilica. "  1.5 

Bromide  of  Potassium, a  trace. 


Total, 597.943 

[Stseu 

saratoga  star  8prikg. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  378.962 

Chloride  of  Potassium, "  9.229 

Bromide  of  Sodium, ^^  565 

Iodide  of  Sodium,  or  Iodine,* : "  20.000 

Sulphate  of  Potassa. "  5.400 

Bicarbonate  of  Lime, "  124.459 

Bicarbonate  of  Magnesia, . . . . ; **  61.912 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda, "  12.662 

Bicarbonate  of  Iron, "  1.213 

Silica, "  1.283 

Phosphate  of  Lime, a  trace 

Solid  contents  in  a  gallon, grains  615.685 

407.65  Cubic  inches  Carbonic  Acid  Gas  in  a  GaUon. 

.     [By  Pbof.  Chandler,  of  Union  College. 
Saratoga. — (Pa/oilion  Spring,) 

Gaseous  contents.  In  a  wine  gatton. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches  359.05 

Atmospheric  Air, ;*        "  6.08 

Total, 364.08 
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Solid  contents. 

Chloride  cf  Sodium, grains  187.68 

Carbonate  of  Soda, "  4.92 

Carbonate  of  Ltme, **  52.84 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, **  56.92 

Carbonate  of  Iron, '*  3.61 

Sulphate  of  Soda "  1.48 

Iodide  of  Sodium, **  2.69 

Alumina, '. **  0.42 

Silica, **  1.16 

Phosphate  of  Lime "  0.19 

Bromide  of  Potassium, a  trace. 


Total, 311.71 

[Dr.  J.  R.  CniLTON. 
Saratoga. — (Union  Spring.) 

*    QaseouB  contents.  In  a  wine  gallon. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches  814.16 

Atmospheric  Air, '*        *'  4.62 


Total 318.78 

Solid  contents. 
Chloride  of  Sodium,   grains  243.620 


Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 

Carbonate  of  Soda, 

Carbonate  of  Iron, 

Iodide  of  Sodium,  or  Iodine, 
Silica  and  Alutnina, 


84.266 
41.600 
12.800 
5.462 
3.600 
1.670 
Bromide  of  Potassium, a  trace. 


Total, 392.907 

[Dr.  J.  R.  Chilton. 
Sea  Water. — (English  Channel.) 

In  1000  grains. 

Water, grains  964.744 

Chloride  of  Sodium, *'        27.069 

Chloride  of  Potassium, "  0.765 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, grains     3.667 

Bromide  of  Magnesium, '*        0.029 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, *^        2*295 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "        1.407 

Carbonate  of  Lime, '*        0.033 


Total, 1000.000 

[Schweitzer. 

V  Acidulous  Waters.  This  division  of  Mineral  Waters  is  intended  to 
comprise  such  as  contain  a  free  acid,  other  than  carbonic  acid.  They  are, 
comparatively,  of  rare  occurrence.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  Sulfphurit 
Acta  Springs,  lately  brought  into  notice : 
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Oak  Orchard  Springs. — (New  TorTc,) 

In  a  gallon. 

Free  Sulphuric  Acid, 4 grains  82.96 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "      89.60 

Protosulphate  of  Iron, "      14.82 

Sulphate  of  Alumina, **        9.68 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, "        8.28 

Silica, "        1.04 

Organic  Extractive  Matters, "        8.28 

Total, 160.62 

'  [Dr.  J.  R.  Chilton. 

The  Alum  Spring  of  Virginia  is  also  stated  to  contain  free  sulphuric  acid. 

VI.  Siliceous  Waters.  These  Mineral  Waters  are  extremely  rare,  and  in 
those  hitherto  discovered,  the  silica  appears  to  have  been  dissolved  by  "means 
of  soda.  The  most  remarkable  of  these  are  the  boiling  springs  of  Geyser,  in 
Iceland,  of  which  the  following  is  the  analysis,  as  given  by  Black. 

(Edin.  Phil.  Tram.  iii.  95.) 

Solid  contento.  In  a  gallon. 

Soda, grains  6.56 

Alumina, "      2.80 

Silica, "    81.60 

Muriate  of  Soda, "    14.42 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "      8.67 

Total, 62.86 


-♦*- 


DIETETIC  PREPARATIONS. 


Decoction  of  Barley  ;  or^  Barley  Water. 

Take  of 

Pearl  Barley, 2  ounces. 

Boiling  Water 2  quarts. 

Before  adding  the  boiling  water,  let  the  barley  be  well  washed.  Then  boil 
it  to  one-half,  and  strain  the  liquor.  A  little  lemon  juice  and  sugar  may 
be  added  if  desirable.     To  be  taken  ad  libitum  in  inflammatory  diseases. 

Mice  Water. 
Take  of 

Rice, 2  ounce, 

Let  it  be  well  washed,  and  add  to  it — 

Water 2  quarts. 

Boil  it  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  then  add  sugar  and  nutmeg  as  much  as  may 
be  required.     To  be  taken  ad  libitum. 
Rice,  when  boiled  for  a  considerable  time,  assumes  a  gelatinous  form,  and. 
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mixed  with  milk,  is  a  very  excellent  diet  for  children.    It  possesses  in  some 
measure  a  constipating  property  which  may  be  increased  by  boiling  the  milk. 

Infusion  of  Flaxseed, 
B.    Lini,  Jj. 

Radicis  Glycyrrhizsa  contusaB,  i  ss. 
Aquse  bullientis,  Oij. 
Macerate  for  two  or  three  hours  near  the  fire,  in  a  covered  vessel ;  strain,  and 
add  lemon  juice  sufficient  to  make  it  agreeable. 
It  may  be  given  as  a  common  drink  in  catarrh. 

Decoction  of  Bran. 
Take  of 

Fresh  Wheat  Bran 1  pint, 

Water 8  quarts. 

Boil  down  one-third,  strain  off  the  liquor,  and  add  sugar,  honey,  or  molasses, 

according  to  the  taste  of  the  patient 

Bran  tea  may  be  made  by  using  boiling  water,  and  suffering  the  mixture  to 
stand  in  a  covered  vessel  for  three  or  four  hours. 

Mucilage  of  Oum  Arabic, 

As  an  article  of  diet,  the  proper  proportions  are  an  ounce  of  Gum  Arabic 
to  a  pint  of  boiling  water  The  solution  is  allowed  to  cool  before  it  is  used. 
Gum  Arabic  is  very  nutritive,  and  life  can  be  sustained  on  it  alone  for  some 
time. 

• 

Sage  Tea, 
Take  of 

Dried  Leaves  of  Sage half  an  ounce. 

Boiling  Water 1  quart 

(nfuse  for  half  an  hour,  and  then  strain.     Sugar  and  lemon-juice  may  be  ad- 
ded in  the  proportion  required  by  the  patient     In  the  same  manner  may 
be  made  balm  and  other  teas. 
These  infusions  form  very  agreeable  and  useful  drinks  in  fever,  and  their 

diaphoretic  powers  may  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  the  sweet  spirits  of 

nitre  or  antimonial  wine. 

Infusion  of  Malt, 
Take  of 

Ground  Malt 1  pint. 

Scalding  Water 3  pints 

Infuse  for  two  hours,  and  strain  off  the  liquor,  to  which  may  added  sugar  or 
lemon-juice,  if  required. 

This  was  a  favorite  preparation  with  the  late  Dr.  Jos.  Parrisb,  in  inflamma- 
tory fevers. 

Milk  for  Infants, 
Take  of 

Cow's  Milk 1  part. 

Water 2  parts. 

Loaf  Sugar  as  much  as  may  be  agreeable. 
It  is  necessary,  when  children  are  to  be  raised  by  the  hand,  to  dilute  the 
milk.     These  proportions  may  be  altered,  as  the  child  advances  'in  age.     The 
object  is  to  make  a  diet  as  near  the  qusdities  of  the  maternal  milk  as  possi- 
ble. 
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Bice  Ghruel. 

Take  of 

Ground  Rice 1  ounce, 

Cinnamon 1  dram. 

Water 1  quart 

Boil  for  forty  minutes,  adding  the  aromatic  near  the  conclusion.    Strain  and 

,  sweeten.     Wine  may  be  added  if  necessary. 

Panado, 

Take  of 

Wheat  Bread , 1  ounce. 

Cinnamon 1  dram, 

Water 1  pint 

Boil  them   until  well  mixed,  then  add  a  little  grated  nutmeg  and  sugar. 
Wine  or  butter  may  also  be  added  if  desirable. 

Compound  Salep  Powders, 
B.   Salep, 

Tragacanth, 
Sago,  of  each  §  iv. 
Cochineal,   3ss. 
Prepared  Oyster-shells,  5i- 
To  be  carefully  mixed  and  divided  into  powders  of  3j  each.    Stir  one  of  these 
powders  into  a  pint  of  milk,  and  boil  them  together  for  ten  or  fifteen  min- 
utes.    To  be  drank  freely  in  dysentery  and  diarrhoea. 
These  are  the  dysenteric  powders  of  Dr.  Castanello.     A  somewhat  analo- 
gous  preparation  which  bcais  the  same  name,  is  prepared  as  follows: — 
% .   Gum  Arabic, 
Tragacanth, 
Arrowroot^ 
Sago, 

Tapioca,  of  each  3  ij. 
Mix  them  well  together,  and  boil  in  a  pint  of  milk,  flavored  with  nutmeg  or 
cinnamon.     Used  as  a  diet  in  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  &c,   &c 

Jelly  of  Carrageen^  or  Irish  Moss, 
Take  of 

Carrageen , half  an  ounce. 

Fresh  Milk a  pint  and  a  half. 

Boil  them  down  to  a  pint ;  remove  any  sediment  by  filtering  or  otherwise^ 
and  then  add  the  lequisite  quantity  of  sugar,  with  lemon-juce,  or  pead> 
water,  to  give  it  an  agreeable  flavor.    To  be  used  freely. 
The  mess,  before  being  used,  should  be  well  washed  in  cold  water  to  re- 
move its  saline  taste. 

Boiled  Flovr, 

Take  of 

Fine  Flour a  pouhd. 

Tie  it  up  in  a  linen  cloth  as  tight  as  possible,  and  after  frequently  dipping  it 

in  cold  water,  dredge  the  outside  with  flour  till  a  crust  is  foimed  round  it, 

which  will  prevent  the  water  soaking  into  it  while  boiling.     It  is  then 

boiled  until  it  becomes  a  hard,  dry  mass. 

Two  or  three  spoonfuls  of  this  may  be  grated  and  prepared  in  the  same 
manner  as  arrowroot,  for  which  it  forms  an  excellent  substitute. 
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Chocolate, 

Chocolate  should  be  suffered  to  stand  until  cold,  after  having  been  made 
in  the  usual  way.  The  oily  parts  thus  collect  on  the  surface  and  should 
be  taken  ofiT.     The  liquid  should  then  be  boiled  again,  and  sugar,  &c.  added. 

Beef  Tea. 
Take  of 

Lean  Beef,  cut  into  shreds 1  pound, 

Water 1  quart. 

Boil  it  for  twenty  minutes,  taking  off  the  scum  as  it  rises.  After  it  grows  cold, 
strain  the  liquor. 

This  preparation  is  more  nourishing  than  ordinary  broths,  and  very  palata- 
ble. 

Hartahorn  Jelly. 
Take  of 

Hartshorn  Shavings 4  ounces^ 

Water 1  quart. 

Boil  over  a  gentle  fire  until  one  pint  of  the  water  be  dissipated.  Strain,  and 
add  lemon-juice,  sugar,  and  wine. 

This  forms,  either  with  or  without  the  last-named  ingredients,  a  very  nour- 
ishing diet  for  convalescents ;  and,  when  mixed  with  an  equal  portion  of  milk, 
is  well  adapted  to  the  bowel  complaints  of  children 

Isinglass  or  fish  glue  may  be  used  Jnstead  of  the  hartshorn  shavings,  if 
preferred. 

Calffs  Feet  Jelly. 

Take  two  calves'  feet  and  add  to  them  one  gallon  of  water,  which  reduce  by 
boiling  to  one  quart.  Strain  it,  and  when  cold,  skim  the  fat  entirely  off. 
Add  to  this  the  white  of  six  or  eight  eggs  well  beaten,  a  pint  of  wine,  half 
a  pound  of  loaf  sugar  and  the  juice  of  four  lemons,  and  let  them  be  well 
mixed.  Boil  the  whole  for  a  few  minutes,  stirring  constantly,  and  then 
pass  it  through  a  flannel  strainer. 
This  forms  a  very  nutritious  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  and  convalescent. 

The  wine  may  be  omitted  or  added  at  option. 

Suet  Ptisan. 
Take  of 

Sheep's  Suet 2  ounces. 

Milk 1  pint, 

Starch half  an  ounce 

Boil  slowly  for  half  an  hour. 
This  may  be  used  as  a  common  drink  in  dysentery. 

Mustard  Whey. 
$ .  Lactis  Vaccinae,  Oj. 

Sinapis  contuses,  3  j. 
Simmer  until  the  caseous  part  separates,  then  strain  and  add — 

ViniAlbi,  f5vj. 
Signa. — A  draught  of  this  whey  may  be  taken  every  hour  or  two  in  low  fever 
and  in  debilitated  stomach.  , 

Wine   Whey. 
Q.  Lactis  Vaccinae,  Oss. 

ViniAlbi,  f|i.  velf|iij. 
Boil  the  milk,  then   add  the  wine,  and  strain.    Grate  a  little  nutmeg,  and^ 
sweeten  the  clear  whey  to  the  taste. 
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There  are  few  mild  stimulants  more  employed,or  more  useful  than  wine 
whey.  Dr.  Chapman  speaks  of  it  as  possessing  a  kindred  aetion  with  carbon- 
ate of  ammonia.  The  dose  to  be  regulated  by  tlie  circumstances  of  the  case ; 
from  four  ounces  to  ten  or  more  during  the  day. 

Rennet  Whey, 
Take  of 

New  Milk 1  quart, 

Rennet a  large  spoonful 

Heat  the  milk  and  then  add  the  rennet.     Boil  until  the  curd  separates  and  is 
all  taken  off. 
To  many  persons  this  forms  a  very  agreeable  nutriment 

Vinegar  Whey, 

Take  of 

Milk - 1  pint, 

Vinegar half  an  ounce. 

Boil  for  a  few  minutes,  and  separate  the  curd. 

Tartar   Whey, 

Take  of 

Milk 1  quart, 

Cream  of  Tartar half  an  ounce. 

Boil  until  the  curd  separates. 


•••-♦- 


MEDICAL  TERMS  FREQUENTLY  USED. 


Uncia,  vel  uncise.     An  ounce,  or  ounces. 
3     Drachma,  vel  drachmsB.    A  drachm,  or  drachms. 
3     Scrupulus,  vel  scrupuli.     A  scruple,  or  scruples. 
0      Octarius,  vel  octarii.    A  pint,  or  pints. 
3     Fluidrachma,  yel  drachmae.     A  fluidrachm,  or — drachms. 

JFluiduncia,  vel  unciss.     A  fluidounce,  or — ounces. 
.    aa.    Ana.    Of  each. 
Abd.     Abdom.    Abdomen.      The  belly. 
Abradatur  capillitium,  or  abradantur  capilli.     Let  the  hair  of  the  he  id  I  e 

shaved  off. 
Abs.  febr.     Absente  febre.     In  the  absence  of  fever. 
Ad  alvum  solvendam,  or  movendam.     To  open  the  bowels. 
Ad  deliquium,  or  ad  syncopen.     To  fainting. 
Ad  dolorem  leniendum.     To  mitigate  pain. 
Ad  2  vie.    Ad  duas  vices.    At  twice  taking. 
Ad  tres  vices.     At  thrice  taking. 

Ad  quartern  vicem.     Up  to  the  fourth  time.  \ 

Ad  gr.  acid.     Ad  gratam  aciditatem.    To  an  agr.eeable  acidity. 

Ad  banc  formam,  magnitudineuL     To  this  form  or  size.  , 

Ad  libit     Ad  libitum.     At  pleasure.  | 

Add.    Adde,  or  Addantur.     Add.  ^ 

Addendus.     To  be  added.  ; 

Addenda    By  adding. 

Ad  magnit  idinem  nucis  moschatae.     To  the  size  of  a  nutmeg. 
Admov.    Admoveatur  or  Admoveantur.     Apply. 
Ad  saturand.     Ad  saturanduro.     Until  saturated. 
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Ad  somnain  conciliandum    To  procure  sleep. 
Adst  febn    Adstante  febre.     When  the  fever  is  on. 
Ad  yomitcm  concitandum.     To  excite  vomiting. 

compescendum.    To  allay  vomiting. 

Aggred./  fobr.    Aggrediento  febre.     While  the  fever  is  coming  on. 

Altem.  horis.     Altemis  horis.     Evory  other  hour. 

Altemis  coctibus.    Every  other  night. 

Aluta.    leather. 

Alvo  adst    Alvo  adstrict&.    When  the  belly  is  bound. 

Aq.bulL    Aqua  bulliens.   )    Boiling  water. 
Aq.  ferv.     Aqua  fervens.     )  ® 

Aq.  distil.    Aqua  distillata;    Distilled  water. 
Aqua  fluviatilis.    River  water.       • 

^pluviatilis.     Rain  water. 

communis.     Common  water. 

fontis  or  fontana.     Spring  water. 

nivalis.    Snow  water. 

Aqua  tosti  panis.    Toast  and  water. 

Avellana,  ad  molem  avellanse.     To  the  size  oi  a  filbert. 

Bis  ind.    Bis  indies.     Twice  a  day. 

B.  m.    Balneum  maris.     A  water-bath. 

Ball.    BuUiat    It  should  boil. 

Bulliant     They  should  boil. 

B.  V.     Balneum  vaporis.    A  vapor-bath. 
Calvaria.     The  skull. 

Gap.    Capiat.    Take. 
Cerevisia.     Beer. 

C.  m.     Cras  mane.     To  morrow  morning. 

Capill.  abrad.     Capillitium  abradatur.     Let  the  head  be  shaved. 

Chart     Chartula,  vel  chartuln.    A  small  paper,  or  papers. 

Coch.     Cochlear,  vel  cochlearia.     A  spoonful,  or  spoonfuls. 

Ooch.  ampl.    Cochleare  am  plum.    A  tablespoonful.   About  f^ss. 

Coch.  infant  Cochleare  infantis.  A  child^s spoonful.  AboutfSiss. 

Coch.  magn.     Cochleare  magnuii).    A  tablespoonful. 

Coch.  med.  Cochleare  mediocre  or  medium.   A  dessert  spoonful.  About  f  3  ij. 

Coch.  parv.     Cochleare  parvum.     A  teaspoonful.     About  f  3  j. 

Coerul.     Coeruleus.    Blue. 

Col.     Colatus.     Strained. 

Colet     Coletur.     It  should  be  strained. 

Colat     Colatur88.     Of,  or  to  be  strained  liquor. 

Colent.     Colentur.     They  should  be  strained. 

Collyr.     Collyrium.     An  eye-water. 

Cong.     Congius.     A  gallon. 

Comp.     Compositus.     Compound  or  compounded. 

Cons.     Conserva.     A  conserve. 

Conterantur  probe.     Let  them  be  well  rubbed  together. 

Cont  med.     Continuantur  modicamenta.    The  medicines  should  be  continued. 

Contr.     Contritus.     Ground  to  a  fine  powder. 

Contus.     ContuRus.     Bruised,  or  broken. 

Coq.     Coque.     Boil. 

Coquantur.     They  should  boil. 

Cort.     Cortex.     A  bark. 

Coxa.     The  hip. 

Coxssluviura.     The  hip-bath. 

Crast     Crastinus.     To-morrow. 

C.  m.  s.   Cras.  mane  sumendus.   To  be  taken  to-morrow  morning. 
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Cucurbit  cruent    Gucurbitulse  cruenUB.    This  expression  is  used  when  blood 

is  to  be  drawn  by  scftrification  and  cupping. 
Gucurbitulas  affigere.     To  apply  cupping  glasses. 
Cuj.     Gujus.     Of  which. 
Cujusl.     Gujuslibet    Of  any. 
Gyath.  theas.     Gyatho  these.     In  a  cup  of  tea. 
Gyathus.  Gyathus  vinosu^.   A  wine-glass.    Gontaiiisaboutf  Iihk. 
Deaur.  pil.     Let  the  pills  be  gilded. 
Deb.  spiss.     Debita  spissitudo.     A  proper  consistence. 
Decoc.     Decoctum.     A  decoction. 
Decoct,  hordei.     Barley-water. 
Decub.     Decubitus.     Of  lying  down. 
De  d.  in  d.     De  die  in  diem.     From  day  to  day. 
Dej.  alvi.     Dejectiones  alvi.     Stools. 
Det.     Detur.     It  should  be  given. 
Devoret     Let  him  swallow. 
Dieb.  alt     Diebus  al  tern  is.     Every  other  day. 
Dieb.  tert     Diebus  tertiis.     Every  third  day. 
Digitus.     A  finger. 
Digitus  pedis.     A  toe. 
Diluculo.     Early  in  the  morning. 
Dim.     Dimidius.     One-half. 

Dir.  prop.     Directione  propria.     With  a  proper  direction.  > 

Dividatur  massa.     Let  the  mass  be  divided. 
Donee,  alv.  bis  dej.     Donee  alvus  bis  dejiciat     Until  two  stools  have  been 

obtained. 
Donee,     alv  sol.    fuer.     Donee  aiva^  soluta  fuerit.     Until  a  stool  has  been 

obtained. 
Donee,  alvus  probe  responderit     Donee  alvus  sic  soluta.     Donee  alvus  com* 

mode  pergetur.     Until  the  bowels  be  well  purged  or  opened. 
Donee  supervenerit  vomitus.     Until  vomiting  ensue,  or  rhall  occur. 
Durante  dolore.     During  the  pain. 

Durante  dyspnea.     Whilst  the  difficulty  of  breathing  continues. 
Durante  paroxysmo.     During  the  paroxysm  or  fit. 
Ejusd.     Ejusdem.     Of  the  same. 
Elect     Electuarium.     The  eluctuary. 
Empl.     Emplastrum.     A  plaster. 
Enem.     Enema.     A  clyster. 
Enemata.     Glysters. 

Ex  quovis  vehiculo  crasso.     In  any  thick  vehicle  or  mcnstrum. 
Ex  quovis  vehiculo  idoneo.     In  any  proper  vehicle. 
Ext.  sup.  alut     Extende  super  alutam.     Spread  upon  leather. 
Ft  pil.  xij.     Fac  or  fiat  pilulas  duodecim.     Make  twelve  pills. 
Feb.  dur.     Febre  durante.     During  the  fever. 
Fel.     Bile. 

Fem.  intern.     Femoribus  internis.     On  the  inner  part  of  the  thighs. 
Fermentum.     Yeast  *  j 

Ft  h.     Fiat  haustus.     Let  a  draught  be  made.  { 

F.  s.  a.     Fiat  secundum  artem.     Make  according  to  art. 

F-  vel.  ft     Fac,  vel  fiat,  vel  fiant     Make  or  let  it  be  made.  ^ 

F.  venses.     Fiat  vensesectio.     Bleed.     Let  a  vein  be  opened.  ^ 

Fiat  massa.     Let  a  mass  be  made.  i 

Fist  arm.     Fistula  armata.     A  clyster  pipe  and  bladder  fitted  for  use, 
F.o    Fluidus.     Liquid ;  also  by  measure. 
Fol.     Folia.     Leaves. 
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Fonticulus,  yel  fontinella  fiat.    Let  an  issue  be  established. 

Fotus.     A  fomentation. 

Garg.     Gargarisma.     A  p:argle. 

Gel.  quay.     Gelatin4  quavis.    In  any  kind  of  jelly. 

Gelatinai  fibesiee.     Currant  jelly. 

Gelatina  yituli.     Calyes  foot  jelly. 

Genu.     The  knee. 

^*  &  -S*     Gummi  guttse  gambogiae.     Gamboge, 

Gr.  Granum.     A  grain.     Grana.     Grains. 

Gtt.    Guta.    A  Drop    Guttse.     Gutt  quibusd.    Guttis.    quoibusdam. 

With  a  few  drops.     Guttat.     Guttatim.     Drop  by  drop. 
Har.  pil.  sum.  iij.     Plarum  pilularum  sumantur  tres.     Three  of  these  pills 

should  be  taken. 
Haust.     Haustus.    A  draught. 
Hepar.    The  liyer. 

Hirudines  applicentur,  or  admoyeantur.     Let  leeches  be  applied. 
Boris  altemis.     Eyery  second  hour.     Herts  tertiis.    Eyerjr  third  hour.    Hor. 

decub.    Hor&  decubitiis.    At  going  to  bed.    Hor.  som.     Hor&  somni. 
Just  before  going  to  sleq),  or  on  retiring  to  rest     Hor.  un.  spatio. 

Hone    ui^ius    spatio.     At  the  expiration  of  an  hour      Hor.  interm. 

Horis   intermediia     At  the    intermediate  hours   between  what   has 

been  ordered  at  stated  times, 
[mpluyium.     The  shower-bath. 
Ind.     Indies.     From  day  to  day. 
Inf.     Infunde.     Pour  in. 
Infundibulum.     A  funnel. 
Infus.     Infusum.     An  infusion. 
Infusiim  camis  bubuli.     BeefteaJ 
Inguen.     The  groin. 

In  impetu  efferyescnti89.     In  the  act  of  efferyescence. 
Inj.  enem.     Injiciatur  enema.     A  clyster  should  be  giyen. 
In  lagen4  bene  obturate.     In  a  well-stoppered  flask. 
In  pulm.     In  pulmento.     In  grueL 
In  puly.  tere.     Rub  into  a  powder.     In  puly.  subtilem.  tere,  yel  tritura.     Rub 

to  a  yery  fine  powder. 
Insperge,  or  inspergatur  paullulum.     Spread  a  little,  or  let  a  little  be  spread. 
Inter  etferyescendum    During  efferyescence. 
Inter  terendum.     During  trituration. 

Inyadente  paroxysmo  caloris.     When  the  hot  stage  is  coming  on. 
Jecur.     The  liyer.    Jecinoris.     Of  the  liyer. 
Juglandis  instar.    The  size  of  a  walnut 
Jusculum  ayen88,  or  ayenaceum.  Gruel. 
Juseulum  pullinum.     Chicken-broth. 
Jus  yitulinum.     Veal-broth. 
Lac  asinorum.     Asses'  milk. 
Lac  caprinum.     Goats'  milk. 

Lat  dol.     Lateri  dolenti.     To  the  side  that  is.  affected. 
Lb.     fi>.     Libra.     A  pound  weight  or  a  wine  pint 
Lumbus.     The  loin. 
Malleolus.     The  ancle. 
Maneat  in  lecto.     Let  him  stay  in  bed. 
M.    Misce.     Mix. 
Mensur^.     By  measure. 
M.    Manipulus.     A  handful. 

Mane  pr.     Mane  primo.     Very  early  in  the  morning. 
Mass.    Massa.     Amass. 
Mic.  pan.     Mica  panis.     Acrumb  of  bread. 
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Mil).    Minimum.    The  sixtieth  part  of  a  drachm  measure. 
Mtt    Mitte.    Send. 
Mistura.     A  mixture. 

5i!^i*\       I  There  should  be  sent 
Mittantur.  ) 

Mitt,  sang,  ad.  ^  xij.  saltern.    Mittatur  sanguis  ad  Tincias  duodecim  saltern. 

Let  blood  be  taken  away  to  twelve  ounces  at  least 
No.    Numero.     In  number. 

Mod.  presc.    Modo  prescripto.    In  the  manner  directed. 
Moles.     The  bulk. 

'Mor.  sol.    More  solito.    In  the  usual  manner. 
Multomane.  '  Early  in  the  morning. 
Nucha.     The  nape  of  the  neck. 
N.  t  s.  n.    Ne  tradas  sine  nummo.    Do  not  deliver  the  medicine  unless  pud 

for  it 
N.  m.    Nux  moschata.    A  nutmeg. 
Obturatur  vas.    Let  the  vessel  be  stoppered. 

0.  Octarius.     A  pint;  sixteen  ounces. 

01.  lini  s.  i.     Oleum  lini  sine  igne.     Oold  drawn  linseed  oil. 

Omn.  hor.  Omni  horA.  Every  hour.  Omn.  bid.  Omni  biduo.  Every 
two  days.  Omn.  bib.  Omni  bihorio.  Every  two  hoars.  Omn.  man. 
Omni  mane.  Every  mominning.  Omn.  noct  Omni  nocte.  Every 
night    Omni  quadrante  boras.    Eveij  quarter  of  aa  hour.  ' 

0.  0.     Oleum  olivse  optimum.     Best  olive-oil. 

Ope.  By  means  of.  As,  ope  pencilli  camellini.  *  By  means  of  camel-hair 
pencil. 

P.     Pondere.    By  weight 

Palma.     The  palm  of  the  hand. 

Part  vie.  Partitis  vicibus.  Partitis  dosibus.  In  divided  times  or  doses, 
instead  of  all  at  once. 

Per.  op.  emet  PeractA  operatione  emetici.  When  the  operation  of  the  eme- 
etic  is  finished. 

P.  M.    Partes  equales.    Equal  parts  or  quantities. 

Pediluvium.    A  foot-bath. 

Per  bidduum,  per  triduum.     For  two  or  three  days. 

Phial&  prius  bene  agitata    The  bottle  being  first  well  shaken. 

Pil.    Pilula,  vel  pilulae.    A  pill,  or  pills. 

Pleno  rivo.    In  a  full  stream. 

Pollux.     The  thumb. 

Poples.     The  ham. 

Post  sing.  Sep.  liq.     Post  singulas  sedes  liquidas.    After  every  loose  stooL 

Ppt.    PrsBparata.  Prepared. 

P.  r.  n.     Pro  re  nata.    According  to  circumstances ;  occasionally. 

p!  rat  set     Pro  ratione  8etatis.    According  to  the  age  of  the  patient 

Pug.    Pugillus.    A  pinch  between  the  fore  finger  and  thumb. 

Pulv.      Pulvis.    A  powder. 

Pyxis.    Pyxida.     A  pill-box. 

Q.  h.  2dll,  I  Quaque  bora  secunda,  J  j,         g  or  8  hours,  &c, 

velS  ii,  &c.  J  vel  tertia,  &c.  J  -^ 

Q.  p.     Quantum  placet    As  much  as  you  please. 

q!  s.     Quantum  sufficit     As  much  as  may  suffice. 

Quor.     Of  which. 

3.    Recipe.     Take. 

Rad.    Radix.    A  root 

Recidivum.    A  relapse. 

Redin.  pulv.    Redactus  in^ulverem.     Powdered. 
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Redig  in  pulv.    Redigatur  in  pulverem.    It  should  be  reduced  to  powder. 

Reg.  umbil.    Regio  umbilici.     The  parts  about  the  navel. 

Ren.    The  kidney. 

Repet.  Repetatur.    It  should  be  continued.    Repetantur.    They  should  be 

continued. 
Rectinaculum.    A  truss. 
S.     Signa.     Write. 

Sanguis  mittatur,  or  detrahatur.'    Let  blood  be  drawn. 
S.  a.    Secundum  artem.    According  to  art. 
Semicupium.    A  half-bath,  or  hip-bath. 
Semidr.     Semidrachma.     Half-a-drachm. 

Ss.     Semisse.    A  half — as,  Drachma  cum  semisse.    A  drachm  and  a  hall 
Semih.     Semihora.    Half-an-hour. 
Sesquih.     Sesquihora.     An  hour  and  a  half. 
Sesunc.     Sesuncia.    Sesquiuncia.    An  ounce  and  a  half. 
Sesquidrachma.     A  drachm  and  a  halt 
Setaceum.    A  seton. 
Serum  lactis.    Whey. 

Si  n.  yal.    Si  non  valeat    If  it  do  not  answer. 
Si  op.  sit     Si  opus  sit     If  necessary. 
Si  yir.  perm.    Si  vires  permittant    If  the  strength  will  allow. 
Sgn*  n.  pr.    Signetur  nomine  proprio.    Write  upon  it  the  usual  name. 
Sing.     Singulorum.    Of  each. 
Singultus.    Hiccough. 
Spina  dorsi.     Spine  of  the  back,  back-bone. 
St    Stet    It  should  stand. 
Stent     They  should  find. 

Sub  fin.  coct    Sub  finum  coctionis.    When  the  boiling  is  nearly  finished. 
Sum.  tal.     Sumat  talero.     Take  one  like  this 
S.  y.     Spiritus  yini.     Ardent  spirit  of  any  strength. 
S.  v.G.     Sp.  Vini,  GallicL     French  brandy. 
S.  y.  r.     Spiritus  yini  rectificatus.     Spirit  of  wine. 

S.  y  t     Spiritus  yini  tenuior.    Proof  spirit,  or  half  alcohol  and  half  water. 
Subinde.     Now  and  then. 
Summo  mane.     Early  in  the  morning. 
Sypho.     A  syringe. 

Temp,  dext    Tempori  dextro.    To  the  right  temple. 
Tinct     Tinctura.     A  tincture. 
Triit     Tritus.     Ground  to  powder. 
Troch.    Trochisci.     Troches  or  lozenges. 
Ult  prescr.     Ultimo  prescripto.     The  last  ordered. 
Urgent!  flatu.     Flatulence  being  troublesome. 
Urgenti  tusse.     The  cough  increasing. 
V.  s.    VensBsectio.    Slewing  from  a  vein. 
Ventriculo  jejuno.     The  stomach  being  empty. 
Vesicatorium  applicetur,  or  admoveatur.  Let  a  blister  be  applied. 
Vit  oy.    Vitellum  oyi.     The  yolk  of  an  egg. 
Yasculum  pro  the&  (a  tea  cup)  contains  alK>ut  f  §  iij.- 
Vulnus  curare.     To  dress  a  wound. 

V.  0.  s.    Vitello  ovi  solutus.    Dissolved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg. 
Vom.  urg.    Yomitione  urgente.     When  the  vomiting  begins. 
suppr.    Vomitu  suppress©.     The  vomiting  being  stopped. 
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Alterative  Syrup. 

( Arahce  Compositus, ) 
This  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  compounds  of  the  Eclectic 
Dispensatory.  It-  is  composed  of  honduras  sarsaparilla,  spikenard, 
yellow  dock,"  burdock,  guiacum,  sassafras,  prickly  ash,  elder  flowers 
and  blue  flag.  Each  fluid  ounce  contains  120  grains  of  the  crude 
articles.     Dose  one  to  four  fluid  drams  three  times  a  day. 

Aromatic  Calisaya  Wine. 

An  agreeable  and  general  tonic  in  convalescence  for  children 
and  feeble  persons,  and  prophylactic  against  intermittents.  Val- 
uable as  a  tonic  during  the  summer  months.  Each  fluid  ounce  con- 
tains the  medicinal  virtue  of  forty  grains  of  bark. 

Dose,  for  adults,  a  wine-glassfull  two  or  three  times  a  day,  more 
or  less,  as  may  be  necessary ;  and  for  children,  in  proportion  to  age 
and  constitution. 


Bnclin  and  Pareira  Brava,  Compd.  Elixir  of 

The  combination  of  buchu,  pareira  brava^  juniiyer  and  coUinscynia 
has  been  employed  with  decided  success  in  disease  of  the  urinary 
organs  to  which  it  has  a  peculiar  and  specific  direction.  It  has 
been  useful  in  chronic  bronchial  inflammation,  chronic  inflam- 
mation of  the  bladder,  ulcerated  kidneys,  bladder  and  urinary 
passages,  leucorrhoea,  dropsy,  &c.  It  is  mild  in  its  operation, 
prompt  as  a  remedial  agent,  and  an  agreeable  and  safe  remedy  in 
these  complaints.     Dose,  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

Calisaya,  Colnmbo  and  Quassia,  Elixir  of. 

Anti-intermittent,  tonic  and  stomachia  The  ingredients 
severally,  of  this  Elixir  have  achieved  a  wide  and  merited 
notoriety  in  the  treatment  ef  dyspepsia,  loss  of  appetite,  muscular 
debility  and  that  depraved  state  of  the  system  consequent  on 
febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases,  in  chronic  diarrhoea  and  dysen- 
tery. Each  remedy  enhances  the  remedial  action  of  the  other,  and 
we  invite  the  profession  to  test  this  preparation  believing  it  will 
prove  eminently  usefal  and  far  more  efiicacious  in  the  more  ob- 
stinate cases  of  the  above  diseases,  than  the  rt'medit- s  individually. 
Each  fluid  ounce  contains  twenty  grains  Calisaya ;  fifteen  grains 
of  Columbo,  ten  grains  of  Quassia.    Dose,  one  to  two  drama 

Calisaya,  Iron  and  Manganese,  Elixir  of 

This  preparation  combines,  besides  the  tonic  properties  of  Bark 
and  Iron  with  the  alterative  properties  of  manganese;,  the  valuable 
effects  of  phosphorus,  in  cases  where  the  system  needs  its  phos- 


phoric  constituent  in  due  proportion.    Each  fluid  ounce  contains 
30  gra.  Calisaya  and  8  grains  each  of  Phosphate  iron  and  Manganese. 

Oalisaya  and  Protoxide  of  Iron,  Elixir  of. 

This  preparation  in  potency  and  elegance  is  second  to  no 
similar  combination  to  coubat  anaemia,  female  debility  and  atony 
of  the  digestive  apparatus.  It  comports  as  a  general  tonic,  and  in 
cases  when  Bark  and  Iron  are  indicated,  is  highly  commended 
by  those  who  have  given  the  medicine  a  trial.  Each  fluid  dram 
contains  seven  and  one-half  grains  of  Calisaya  and  two  grains  of 
Citrate  of  Protoxide  Iron.     JDose,  one  to  two  drams. 

Chlorodyne. 

Composed  of  Opium,  Chloroform,  Ca7incU>i8  Indica,  Hydrocyanic  Acid, 

and  Capsicum, 

Anodyne,  astringent,  sedative,  diaphoretic  and  anti-spasmodic. 

This  preparation  is  now  claiming  the  attention  of  the  Profession 
throughout  Europe ;  and  since  its  introduction  into  this  countiy 
has  proved  to  be  a  valuable  addition  to  our  remedial  agents.  It 
has  been  used  with  the  greatest  success  in  cases  of  Asiatic  Ckolei-a^ 
when  every  other  mode  of  treatment  had  iailed.  It  has  also  been 
used  with  decided  advantage  in  numerous  cases  of  delirium 
tremens,  heart  disease,  cramp,  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  asthma,  epilepsy, 
croup,  &C.,  &c. 

The  dose  varies  in  accordance  with  the  severity  of  the  diseases 
say  from  five  to  thirty  drops  in  water,  frequently  repeated, 

Cimicifnga,  Elixir  of 

This  is  designed  to  furnish  a  preparation  of  an  agreeable  taste 
of  less  strength  than  our  fluid  extract  and  equal  to  the  tincturo. 
Black  cohosh  possesses  an  undoubted  influence  over  the  nervous 
system  and  has  been  successfully  used  in  periodical  convulsions, 
epilepsy,  asthma,  delirium  tremens,  and  many  spasmodic  affections, 
in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  cough,  amenorrhoea,  dvsmenorrhoea, 
leucorrhoea  and  other  uterine  attections.  It  has  and  always  had 
a  high  reputation  in  rheumatism,  acute  or  chronic,  and  neuralgia. 

Oimicifiiga  Componnd,  Elixir  of 

This  is  composed  of  OimirAfuga,  cherry.  Ipecac^  Liquorice  and 
Seneka,  It  is  alterative,  expectorant  and  tonic,  and  stimulates  most 
of  the  secretions,  very  usi^ful  in  pulmonary  diseases,  its  specific 
influence  on  the  lungs  is  marked,  lessening  the  frequency  and 
severity  of  the  cough,  rendering  breathing  less  laborious  and 
diminishing  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  also  in  hepatic  disorders 
and  dyspepsia 

Collinsonia  Canadense,  Elixir  of 

It  is  a  tonic,  astringent,  diaphoretic  and  diuretic.    The  root  in 


substance  is  said  to  irritate  the  stomach  and  produce  vomiting, 
even  in  small  doses.  It  has  some  reputation  in  catarrh  of  the  blad- 
der, lencorrhoea,  gravel,  dropsy,  &c.  It  is  also  said  to  have  been 
used  with  efficacy  in  lithic  acid  calculous  deposits  and  other  aflFec- 
tions  of  the  urinary  organs. 


O-entian  and  Pyrophosphate  of  Iron,  Elixir  of. 

This  is  the  most  agreeable  form  of  combining  Gentian  with  Ironi, 
and  is  a  mild  chalybeate  tonic,  particularly  adapted  to  weak  and 
debilitated  constitutions,  and  to  persons  of  a  nervous  organization. 
Useful  in  cases  where  iron  is  indicated  in  conjunction  with  a  bitter 
tonic,  such  as  dyspepsia,  want  of  appetite,  amenorrhoea,  hysteria, 
and  has  been  well  spoken  of  in  treatment  of  rickets  and  diabetes. 
Each  fluid  ounce  contains  82  grains  Gentian,  and  8  grains-  pyro- 
phosphate Iron.     Dose  one  to  two  drams. 

Q-inger,  Syrup  of 

The  syrup  of  ginger  is  much  used  as  a  warm  stomachic  addition 
to  tonic  ana  purgative  infusions  or  mixtures  and  to  impart  flavor 
to  drinks. 


Helonias  Compound,  Elixir  of. 

Composed  of  MteheVa  Repens,  Viburnum  Opulus,  Caulopkyllum 
ThaJiftrodes,  Helonias  Dioica 

This  medicine  apppears  to  exert  a  specific  influence  on  the 
uterus,  and  in  functional  derangements  of  this  organ  it  is  held  to 
be  invaluable,  acting  as  a  uterine  tonic,  and  gradually  removing 
abnormal  conditions,  while  at  the  same  time  it  imparts  tone  and 
vigor  to  the  reproductive  organs.  In  leucorrhoea,  aysmenorrhcea, 
amenorrhoea,  menorrhagia,  metrorrhagia,  tendency  to  repeated  and 
successive  miscarriages,  and  general  atony  of  the  generative  organs, 
the  utilitv  of  this  Elixir  is  extrava^ntly  lauded. 

Dose,  half  a  wine-glassful  three  times  a  day. 

Hypophosphite  of  Lime,  Syrup  of 

For  therapeutic  character  and  value  of  the  Hypophosphites, 
see  page  157.  Each  fluid  dram  contains  three  and  one-half  grains 
of  the  salt     Dose  one  to  two  drama 


Hypophosphite  of  Manganese,  Syrup  of 

For  therapeutic  character  and  value  of  the  Hypophosphites, 
see  page  157.     Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  the  salt 
Dose  one  to  two  drams. 


Hypophosphite  of  Soda,  Syrup  of 

I^or  therapeutic  character  and  value  of  the  Hypophosphites. 
see  page  157.     Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  the  salt 
Dose  one  to  two  drams. 


Iodide  iiime  and  Protoxide  Iron,  Syrnp  of. 

This  is  a  new  and  elegant  form  in  which  to  administer  Iodide 
Lime  and  Protoxide  Iron.  It  is  pleasant  to  the  taste  and  highly 
eJB&cacious  as  an  alterative  and  tonic,  and  advisable  in  a  large 
number  of  cases  where  the  secretions  are  defective,  the  blood  im- 
poverished, where  the  assimilatory  organs  imperfectly  perform  their 
riinctions,  and  the  system  generally  is  prostrated  from  exhausting 
diseasea 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  one-half  grain  Iodide  Lime  and  two 
grains  of  Protoxide  Iron.     Dose  one  to  two  drams. 

Iodide  of  Manganese,  Syrnp  of 

Iodide  of  manganese  is  particularly  useful  in  the  anaemia  at- 
tendant on  scrofula,  phthisis,  cancer,  and  syphilitic  cachexy. 
The  syrup,  given  in  combination  with  Cinchona  rapidly  removes 
the  enlargement  of  the  Spleen  often  following  protracted  fevers. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  sixty  grains  of  Iodide  manganese. 

Dose,  ten  to  thirty  drops,  repeated  several  times  a  day. 

Iron,  Bitter  Wine  of 

It  is  well  adapted  to  all  cases  of  general  prostration  where  a  tonic 
and  mild  stimulant  are  required.  Each  fluid  ounce  contains  four 
grains  citrate  of  iron  and  the  medicinal  virtues  of  sixty  grains  of 
bark.     Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 


Ipecac,  Syrnp  of    ( u,  s,  p.) 

This  syrup  is  chiefly  applicable  to  the  cases  of  children.  One 
fluid  ounce  of  it  contains  the  virtues  of  thirty  grains  of  ipecacuanha 
The  dose  of  it,  as  an  emetic,  is  for  an  adult  from  a  fluid  dram  to  a 
fluidounce ;  for  a  child,  a  year  or  two  old,  from  thirty  minims  to  a 
fluid  dram,  repeated  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  till  it  acta 

As  an  expectorant,  the  dose  for  an  adult  is  twenty  minims  or  a 
fluid  dram ;  for  a  child,  from  two  to  ten  minims. 

Lime,  Syrnp  of 

The  syrup  of  Lime  remains  perfectly  transparent,  and  is  in  no 
degree  disturbed  by  dilution  with  water.  It  has  a  decidedly  al- 
kaline and  even  caustic  taste,  and  should  always  be  largely  diluted 
when  administered.  It  is  employed  in  the  chronic  diarrhoea  of 
infants  and  recommended  as  an  addition  in  veiy  small  proportions, 
to  the  milk  employed  as  a  diet  for  children  liable  to  this  complaint. 
Trosseau  adds  about  eight  grains  of  the  syrup  to  the  quart  of  milk. 
He  gives  the  saturated  syrup  of  Lime  to  a  cnild  in  the  quantity  of 
fifteen  or  thirty  grains  in  the  course  of  the  day,  to  an  adult,  in  five 
times  the  quantity.  This  preparation  may  be  used  in  diarrhoea 
with  acidity,  in  vomiting,  m  affections  of  the  urinary  organs  re- 
quiring active  treatment  and  for  all  other  therapeutical  Btirposee 
to  which  Lime  is  applied. 


It  is  recommended  in  acute  iteumatism,  and  strong  testimony 
attests  its  efficacy.  Dr.  Carl  H.  Smith  in  the  Medical  and  ISurgical 
Bepfyrter^  (June,  1868),  says  :  I  have  now  treated  fifteen  cases  of 
acute  rheumatism  with  the  syrup  of  Lime,  using  no  other  remedy, 
and  the  result  was  a  cure  in  from  ten  to  sixteen  days. 

Dose,  one-half  to  two  fluid  drams. 

Lithia,  Bromide  of. 

Bromide  of  Lithia  is  comparatively  a  new  remedy.  It  forms  a 
very  soluble  Salt  and  possesses  extraordinary  solvent  power.  As  an 
eliminant  it  is  lai^ly  in  demand.  It  is  admirably  adapted  to  cases 
of  gout,  gouty  diathesis,  rheumatism,  rheumatico-neuraJgia,  and  to 
prevent  the  formation  and  deposition  of  insoluble  salt  of  uric  acid 
m  the  bladder,  kidneys,  joints  and  ligamentous  tissues,  and  to 
favour  the  solution  ot  such  salt  when  already  formed.  It  \b  used 
in  cases  similar  with  Carbonate  of  Lithia,  and  by  many  preferred. 

Lnpulin  (Hop),  Elixir  of. 

This  elegant  preparation  is  intended  to  be  used  where  opiates 
are  inadmissable.  It  will  aid  in  producing  sleep  and  relieve  pain. 
It  is  useftd  in  dyspepsia,  nervous  tremors,  wakefulness  in  con- 
nection with  nervous  irritation,  anxiety  or  exhaustion.  It  do<38 
not  disorder  the  stomach  or  cause  constipation  as  opium  does. 

Pepsine,  Stryclmia  and  Bismutli,  Ferrated 

Elixir  of 

Stomachic,  nervo-tonic,  and  haematinic.  Admirably  adapted  to  the 
ordinary  cases  of  dyspepsia  and  especially  when  this  complaint  is 
complicated  with  acidity  of  the  stomach,  anaemia,  loss  of  appetite, 
general  languor  and  nervous  irritability  and  prostration. 

This  valuable  combination  is  eminently  useful  in  a  largely  di- 
versified class  of  diseases  which  will  readily  be  suggested. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  thirty-six  grains  of  Pepsin,  if  if  of  a 
grain  of  strychnia,  ten  grains  citrate  oi  Bismuth  ahd  four  grains 
citrate  of  Iron.     Dose,  one  dram. 

Syrup  Pectoral. 

Composed  of  Dates^  Jujube^  Liquorice  Root,  Mallow  Root,  Maiden 
Hair,  Poppy  Heads,    Dose,  one  to  two  ounces. 

Phosphate  of  Lime,  Syrup  of. 

Its  uses  are  similar  to  those  of  Syrup  of  Lime  though  it  is  especially 
adapted  to  morbid  conditions  where  degeneracy  of  nerve  tissue  in- 
dicates the  utility  of  Phosphorus.  Each  fluid  dram  contains  five 
grains  Phosphate  Lime.     Dose  one  to  two  drams  three  times  daily. 

Quinia,  Phosphate  of. 

The  uses  and  indications  of  this  pr^aration  are  obvious. 


The  dose  varies  exceedingly  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  patient,  and  the  object  to  be  accomplished. 

Rhei,  Symp  o£  iu.  s.  p.) 

Syrup  Ehubarb  is  a  mild  cathartic  adapted  to  the  cases  of  infants, 
to  whom  it  may  be  given  in  the  dose  of  a  fluid  dram. 
Dose  for  an  adult  two  to  three  drams. 


Rhei,  Aromatic  Symp  of    {u.  s.  p.) 

Warm  stomachic  laxative,  too  feeble  for  adult  cases,  but  well 
calculated  for  the  bowel  complaint  of  infants  which  are  so  frequent 
in  the  summer  season.  The  dose  for  an  infant  with  diarrhoea  is  a 
fluid  dram  repeated,  every  two  hours  till  the  passages  indicate  by 
their  color  that  the  medicine  has  operated. 

Rhei  and  Potassinm,  Symp  of 

Laxative,  tonic  and  alterative.  Beneficial  in  dyspepsia,  con- 
stipation, hepatic  aflfections.  strumous  diatheses,  and  especially  when 
complicated  with  urinary  aisorders.     Dase  one  to  three  fluid  drams. 

Rninex,  Compound  Symp  of 

Composed  of  Rumex  CrispuSf  Sofanum  Dulcamara,  Ampflopsis 
Quinq,  Serofularifi,  MarUandica  and  Afenispermum. 

Alterative  and  anti-scrofuloua     Valuable  in  cutaneous  diseases. 
Dose,  one  to  two  fluid  drams  five  times  a  day. 

Sarsaparilla  and  Iodide  Lime,  Symp  of 

Alterative.  Valuable  in  strumous  aflfections  and  the  diseavses  of 
the  absorbent  and  glandular  system. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  two  grains  iodide  lime  and  sixty  grains- 
of  sarsaparilla.     Dose,  two  to  three  drams. 

Sarsaparilla  and  Iodide  Potassium,  Symp  of 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  thuty  grains  of  iodide  potassium  and 
sixty  grains  of  sarsaparilla.     Dose,  two  to  three  drams. 

Sarsaparilla,  Compound  Symp  of    ( ^.  S-  P-) 

Dose,  from  two  to  four  fluid  drams,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Seneka,  Symp  of    {u.  s.  p.) 

It  affords  a  very  convenient  mode  of  exhibiting  seneka  in 
pectoral  complaints.  It  majr  be  given  as  a  stimulant  expectorant 
in  the  dose  of  one  or  two  fluid  drams. 


Symp  Squills  Compound.    {u.s.p.) 

Emetic,  expectorant  and  frequently  cathartic,  well  known  as  the 
popular  remedy  called  Hive  Syrup.     It  combines  the  virtues  of 


seaeka,  squills,  and  tartar-emetic,  of  the  last  of  which  it  contains 
one  grain  m  every  fluid-ounce. 

It  may  be  given  with  advantage  in  mild  cases  of  croup,  in  the 
latter  stages  or  severe  cases  when  the  object  is  to  promote  ex- 
pectoration, and  in  other  pectoral  affections  in  which  the  same  in- 
dication is  presented. 

The  dose  of  this  syrup  is,  for  children  from  ten  drops  to  a 
fluid  dram,  according  to  the  age,  and  »h  ^uld  be  repealed  in  cases  of 
croup  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  till  it  vomits. 

As  an  expectorant  for  adults,  the  dose  is  twenty  or  thirty  drops. 


Squills,  Symp  of.    {U.  s.  p.) 

This  syrup  is  much  employed  as  an  expectorant,  especially  in 
combination  with  a  solution  oi  tartarized  antimony.  Sometimes 
given  in  infantile  cases  of  catarrh  and  other  pectoral  complaints. 

Dose,  from  one  to  two  fluid  drams. 

Stillingia,  Elixir  of. 

In  large  doses  it  is  emetic  and  catliailic,  in  small  doses  alterative 
with  marked  influence  over  the  secretions,  luhich  is  unsurpassed  hy 
any  oilier  known  alterative.  It  acts  permanently  on  the  glandular 
and  cutaneous  system,  and  has  proven  highly  valuable  in  scrofula, 
cutaneous  diseases,  chronic  hepatic  affections  secondary  syphilis  in 
bronchial  and  laryngeal  affections,  as  well  as  in  obstinate  cases  of 
rheumatism,  and  other  complaints  ordinarily  benefited  by  an 
alterativa     Dose,  one  to  four  fluid  drams,  three  times  a  day. 

Stillingia,  Componnd  Elixir  of. 

This  preparation  contains  beside  stilUngia^  turkey  corrij  blue  flag, 
prickly  ash,  httet^  sweet,  princess  pine  and  lodvie  of  potassium,  all 
well  known  and  esteemed  remedies,  and  is  regarded  by  all  who 
have  used  it  as  one  of  the  most  potent  remedies  in  all  chronic 
diseases.  It  is  eminently  fitted  for  the  legion  of  disorders  which 
require  alterative  treatment,  prickly  at-h  stimulates  and  imparts 
strength  to  the  mucous  tissues  and  proves  valuable  to  the  system 
generally.     Dose,  one  to  two  fluid  drams  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Syrup  Stillingia. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  twelve  grains  stillingia  and  four  grains 
of  prickly  asL     Dose,  one  to  four  drams. 

Symp  Stillingia  Compound. 

Stillingia.^  Rumer^  Ckimaphilfa,  Iris  Vers 'co for,  Coriander,  Cory- 
dalis,  Xanthoxylum^  Sangt/inaria. 

Alterative  and  tonic.  For  its  remedial  utility  see  the  properties 
of  the  individual  articles.     Dose,  one  to  two  drama 


^1 


Wine  of  Wild  Cherry  and  Iodide  of  Iron. 

Alterative,  haematinic,  tonic  and  arterial  sedative,  combining  the 
valuable  properties  of  Iodine,  Iron  and  Wild  Cherry  held  in 
solution  in  pure  Sherry  Wine.  In  the  management  of  diseases 
where  it  is  aesired  to  produce  a  salutary  change  in  the  disease,  but 
without  exciting  any  sensible  evacuations  or  cardiac  action,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  impart  to  the  blood  its  haematin  element,  and  to 
the  digestive  organs  tone,  and  thereby  to  combat  general  atony, 
this  new  and  elegant  preparation  is  confidently  recommended  Its 
reparative  action  on  the  system  of  nutrition,  and  its  anti-anajmic  in- 
fluence render  it  applicable  to  a  largely  diversified  class  of  disease. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  eight  grains  of  Iodide  of  Iron. 

D^se,  one  fluid  dram  three  times  daily. 

Wine  of  Wild  Cherry  and  Iodine. 

Alterative,  tonic,  stomachic  and  arterial  sedative,  and  operating 
as  a  general  excitant  of  the  vital  actions  especially  of  the  absorbent 
and  glandular  systems.  In  the  numerous  cases  of  debility  con- 
sequent on  diseased  glands  or  absorbents,  particularly  when  there 
is  cardiac  complication,  in  glandular  enlargements  and  morbid 
growth  occurring  in  pereons  of  a  delicate  constitution  and  of  a 
scrofulous  diathesis,  m  ovarian  tumors,  iu  enlargements  and  in- 
durations of  the  liver,  spleen,  mammae,  testes  and  uterus,  especially 
when  symptoms  of  constitutional  decline  have  set  in,  and  in  many 
types  of  hepatic  affections,  this  new  remedy  appears  to  be  pre- 
eminently indicated.  If  symptoms  of  iodism  arise,  the  medicine 
should  be  discontinued,  and  milk  diet  prescribed.  Each  fluid  ounce 
contains  two  grains  of  Iodine.  Dose,  one  fluid  dram  three  times  daily. 

Zinc,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  of 

Advisable  in  all  cases  where  the  salt  is  indicated.      In  this 

elixir  the  offensiveness  of  the  salt  is  effectually  disguised,  and  the 

•medicine  is  thereby  rendered  both  acceptable  to  the  stomach  and 

easv  of  administration.     Each  fluid  dram  contains  half  a  grain  of 

Valerianate  of  Zinc.     Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 

Rhei  and  Colnmbo,  Elixir  of 

Valuable  in  dyspepsia  and  indigestion,  and  may  be,  employed 
m  most  cases  where  the  same,  combined  with  Iron,  is  recommended, 
but  when  it  cannot  be  tolerated  by  the  patient  Each  fluid  ounce 
contains  16  grains  Ehei  aud  16  grs.  Columbo. 

Ammoninm  CMoride  Q-ranulated, 

Acid  Lactic. 


Acid  Phosphoric,^  diL  U.  S.  P. 
Zinc  Chloride  Q-rannlated. 
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